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1. Officer in charge about the early part of April 
1941 of arrangements for accommodating feeding and 

clothing prisoners of war as required by the Geneva 

Convention 1929 relating to the treatment of rrisoners 
of war, .in North Africa. 

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

2. Name and unit unknown, but, identifiable as the 

CammnlEntof the Prisoners of War Camp at Derna about 
the early part of April 1941. 

3. Guards at the above mentioned camp and at the 

time specified. 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

April and May 1941. 

Derna. 

No. xxix. Ill—treatment of prisoners of war. 

Breach of Articles 2, 6, 11, 12 and 13 of the Hague 
Gonvention 1929 	relating to treatment of prisoners— 
of war. 
Under English Law the breach of Article 5  of the  
Hague Convention involving forcible seizure of 
personal 	effects of 	a prisoner of 	war 	amounts to 
assault and a form of robbery dependent on the  
actual circumstances. 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

(For  the l'se of the Secretariat)  

Registered Number. 

q71"/Itti  

ink 
vo 

Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

1669 

   

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 
UNITED KINGDOM  CHARGES AGAINST  ITALIAN  WAR CRIMINALS 

  

CHARGE No.  UK — 1/B1.  

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

Efisoners of war were forced to.  deliver up watches, pens, 
photographs andlettere. When they refused to comply with the 
demands of their captors they were in many cases kept without 
water and forced to sell gold watches, fountain pens, cigarette 
lighters and rings for a glass of water. 

The food was wholly inadequate as was theaccommodation which 
consisted of five large stone stables which had been built during 
the Italian conquest of Libya in 1911 and 1912 for camels. In the 
stables were a few iron beds without mattresses but most of the 
men slept on boards or on the concrete floor. There were no 
blankets, pillows nor covering of any sort. 

TRANSM ITTED BY 

• 
Ins?rt serial number under which the case is registered in the files of the National Office of the accusing State. 

:Ai() 	E.w.i.t 	Gp.685 
("9:152) WT.P.150:. 1120 

t.P.1;,I7 P.1139 5,0041 3 II 
(2024) 
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l'Alef11111.Alt 01. 	 \II. • 
An account of this cal;;p and of the experiences of 

prisoners of war is contained in the manuscript of a 
book by Private No. 	Z. 5729 E.N. Broomhead, Australian 
Army Ledical Corps, a copy of which forms an exhibit to 
an Affidavit by him sworn in London 9th Septen.ber 1943. . 
Extracts from Chapter 5 are attached hereto and supply 
such particulars as are at present available. 

Continued frov. Page 3.. 

It is expected that prisoners of war in Derna Camp 
during this period will be available at the end of the war. 
It appears that they were transferred to Italy before the 
return of the Eighth Army eighteen months later. 
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FRee CA/a-I'M? b OF The .efieTUJCRIET OP ,ee 15;OK BY FRIVeTe. 
No. S.X.6729, 	N. BROC'eli,ii.AD, AUSTkALII,14 A«JiY .e..e)ICAL CORlS, 
PULING e.XHIBIT TJ AFFIDAVie BY nr4 SI,ORN IN LONDON 9Th 
:,itiPTLIBeR 1943. 

(escription of i2risoners-o-, or Camp st Teems in 
Cyrennico) 

CHAI-'TliiR 	5. 

see1,7T-LINV, PRISON  CAM}-  

There ie little to describe ebout tee prison cramp at 
Derna, that is not drab and eordid. 

a byre yard, surrounded by bombe: bui,ldinge and 
stn.: en with fragments of broken glass, tiling one ceerred 
wood. In the middle of the yard, e few dusty tired-locking 
palm-trees, end nt the further end, five large stone steoles 
that ned been built during the II:ellen coneueet of Libya in 
1911-lee, for Liie camels. 	ee lived in these stoblee, for we 
were only cattle nos;. In the stables theriselves tnere were 
a few iron beds eiteeut mattresses, but most of us slept on 
boerds or on tee conoeete floor. 	There were no blankets, 
pillows, nor coverine of tiny sort - juet concrete or boere. 
'dome of the men ehom we met that day had been there for a monto 
niready , they hed been captured le teeir snorts,  end sand snoes, 
apart fror.1 that they were naked, end for tne month, they ned had 
nothing else - simply the concrete. Fortunntely it Was summer 
nn0 the niehts were wart% enouge, except for tat teo bitter hours 
before the dawn. 

e, eeo 'nee been ceptured with all our kit ene blankets of 
our own, shared them out as best we could. ee distributed our 
spare clothing, and set/Jed into a prisoner's life. 

The first procedure on errivel et a prison colep is to be 
searched, in cane documents containing information may be 
round upon you, or even, neybe, erms and instruments for 
esonne. 	here at Dernn we were taken two by two into rA little 
room rand handed over to tee Italien 1unrdr. 	I will say here 
that et,  received fair enough treatment , conoiAering that ee 
were prisoners. 	Mont of cur men on first beine captured and 
falling into the hands of the Italians (it vNas the Germans who 
captured us, never the Itoliens) eere stripped of everything 
tee/ possessed. 

etches, pens, peotos, letters, everything as taken by 
terse plundering little orgen-griniers, end ex-vendors of fish 
and chips. Furthermore, I have knoen literally nundreds of 
cases of men who in those dark and hateful day: of thirst %ere 
forced to sell gold watcoes, fountain-pens, cigarette-lighters 
End rings for a glass of enter. 	7ery often the Italien would 
overlook one or another of tneee articles in the preliminery 
search and thee, bringing ,-nter ue to the men a day or so Teter;  
when teey ecru crazy witu neat nni thirst, would wave it ber'ore 
thew, and laugh at their plieht, giving it to those only eho nee 
articles of jewellery in exchange. . . . 

e were somewhat more fortunate than most, when we arrived 
at Jerna prison Camp; we cougnt the Italians on a sort of 
rebound. 	For weeks they hed been plundering the prisoners, 

1. 
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whenever tney arrived, claiming it to be a reprisal for the 
plundering ehicn our men did to theirs; now we found them in 
a nee mood, desperately anxious to return good for evil and to 
tell U5 at intervals of every minute or so, tit they were 
Cerietiens ebile we were borLerians. 	.ith every circumstance 
of publicity, they courteously returned our wntches, end our 
pens, and even our leters efter they had read them. . . . 

c passed a fcrtni,-t in the huge stone stables at the 
bottom of the courtyard. 	The first night ',as one of grimnese 
and nppreneesion, of discotefort and foul insanitary smells. 
Ye were not permitted under any circumstences to leave toe 
"borreck-room", sanitation ene eimely NI. - a corner by tee 
door - and bedding end li4hting were likeeiee NIi- 	A men 
Frith dysentery groaned in one corner - he as returned to !ne 
hospital next dee. . 

The deys sere unspeaknbly dreary, and hunger settled upon 
us like a plegue. 	b;ech mornioe et 3, we lined up for n mug 
of 'coffee" - the sad stuff made from ground chicory root and 
roasted barley or eheat. 	had this 'coffee'' nil the time 
during our prison life, it is a horrible substitute, bitter 
and thin, with an underlying sickliness, end a general revolting 
insipidity. 

At 11 n.m. we received our Joy' e food - a cup of thin 
macaroni stew and two small broen buns, end at 6 a.m. next 
day we filed past for the coffee once again. 

eorking parties eere called for, and tie set-to on tasks 
that eeemed exactly suited to our state - shovellinj bombed 
fragments from the yerd, carrying fouled and greasy tins from 
among heaps of aim, swabbing floors. 	Dust, grease and asri 
accumulated upon us, washed down in streaks of perspiration by 
the sun, but aster wee too scarce to wane, and efe carried 
the hellmnrks of eerne for days. 

oanitary arrangements sere left to ourselves, a pit in 
the stony soile enieh ee dug, wee the beet that could be done. 

Then Came the flies, ',he cruel, persistent Libyan flies 
th-t beat ceaselessly around one in elecx clouds, swarmieg over 
face, hends, knees eitn such persistence that one had elmont to 
pick them off. 	The men who were :raptured eithout onirte sere 
nearly driven mod. 

So we dragged out a snuelid existence for a 7ortnight, 
emerging from the stables only to join toe eorking parties, to 
drab meals and tne meagre water issue, or to tnke a yolk around 
the compound in the cool of the long twilight. 	Aster dark, 
at 10.30 p.m. we 'were drive: to, the greet doors closed, and we 
laid low for the night. . . . 

The Italian at the front line is capable of any act of 
treachery and cruelty. 	by this is so, I find it difficult to 
understand. Probably it is fear, for there is no tyranny like 
the tyranny of frightened men. ...erhapa the front line troop 
in North ,.frier was drawn from the ecuel of Italy. 

However, once away from the immediate front, oe found a 
certain innate eindlinese manifesting itself in many little ways. 
The common soldiers laughed and joked eitn us, the sergeants in 
charge of the corking parties, seemed more interested in 
looking at photos of our eives and sweethearts teen in driving 
ue to corn, the commendante or camps edhered fairly strictly to 
Geneva requirements. 

2. 
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Jifto of cigarettes ►:ere freuent. 	but food was almost 
non—existent. 

Two buns and a swill of macaroni one day; two buns and 
a small tin of meat between two the next. 	:tow we hoarded that 
bread! 	now we grudgingly put it aside after on inadequate 
meal to save some for the night! 	;;o►. wc reproached ourselves 
when we pulled off odd little frngments during tae afternoon, 
taking care to lick 	the very crumbs! 	And now we talked of 
food! 
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Jhhi'26A 5 OF 	 ,.:2:1132 02 ThE ..,004 3Y 
PRIVATE 	 Aa601.1hEAD, AthiT,iALIA1.4 
LEDICAL COA1'6, FOlt.aIN.J EAEILAIT TO A10:01.1)VIT 	1.1.10 RN 
IN LONDON 9th 6:EVTE..;SExt 1943. 

(Description of Prisoners-of-War Cal.-0 at .3enghazi in 
iyrenaica) 

At length, early one Morning at the end of Jun.::, we were 
sammoned to fall into groups in preparation for the trip to 
Benghazi. This was another transit-camp, and we would probably 
spend a few weeks there before p:oceedini; to Tripoli 	 

"6enghazi will not be very flood*, the interpry.ter at 
Derna had told us. 

Actually we found it quite good. 

It was a large, clean compound on the outskirts of the 
town, surrounded 4 high stone barracks. 

There was a large water-tower and a well; plenty of 
running water and wash-troughs in the centre of the courtyard. 

We drew in at sunset, wer,:: lined up, counted, and dismissed. 
There was no search. 

Friends hurried forward to greet us froa, the various sheds; 
friends whom we had seen in the old hospital days and who had 
preceded us here. 	Colonels Beare Aimington, :iarrant-Officer 
Ootman, hosts of friends from among the ranks. some of the 
separations that had oen 	and were to 	again 	here for 
awhile forgotten. 

There was a Britisher in char, e; Ser6eant-ajor, 	Jelly, 
of the 3rd Light Field Ambulance, captured at 	chili. tie 
allotted us "rooms" - i.e. floor-space on the concrete of the 
sheds, and then, with our newly-found friends we settled down. 

emghazi - a hell-camp 	privation twelve months later - 
was a pleasant enough place in our time. There was little 
work to do - just the necessary duties of keeping the place 
clean, and by 10 a.m. we were free. 

Rations were - for prisoners - quite good. Two loaves 
at 10, a stew with fresh meat at 12 and rice or macaroni at 6. 
Lemons were issued once a week, olive-oil three times a 
fortnight, thirty five cigarettes each Monday. It was at 3enghazi 
that we received our first letter cards to post home - printed 
blue forms in iinglitall and Italian whica we were to sign. They 
said that we were well. 

Living conditions 40re still soewhat primitive - simply 
concrete floors to sleep on, without covering or mattress. 
Nevertheless, there was more space and cleanliness, A.ackets 
were shared by those who had them and see:..ed to make some 
slight provision for all. 
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1675 
• PARTICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT 

This witness, Private No. S.X. 5729, Edwin Norman Broomhead, 
Australian Army Ledical Corps gives the impression of being 
very reliable. In civilian life he was a Lethodist Minister. 
On the outbreak of war he wished to offer his services in the 
Armed Forces of Australia but was advised by the Church 
Authorities that for the time being he should remain at his 
post. On the fall of trance this view in his opinion lost 
its validity. 

his calling qualified him for a comrission as a Chaplain 
to the Forces. he felt, however, that before making 
application for such a commission he should have the benefit 
of service in the ranks. he, therefore, volunteered as a 
private in the Australian Army Ledical Corps. 

On or about 28th of December 1940 his unit sailed for 
Palestine and after a month's final training took its place 
in the field on or about 7th of Larch 1041. 

Unfortunately this was shortly before the time when 
Rommell made an attack in strength. In the course of the 
retirement which took place Private Broomhead's unit found 
itself in the neighbourhood of Derna where there was a branch 
from the main road. There they were met by Officers who told 
them that .the main road was mined and directed them to the 
branch road. These Officers were German Officers in British. 
uniform. The unit shortly found itself in an ambush when it 
was made prisoner. A copy of an Affidavit by Private 
broomhead is attached to the case against Oberst Held UK. -
G/B.20 and is.in the above sense. Paragraph 11, sub- 
paragraph (a) of the said Affidavit which relates particularly 
to this case is as follows 

"Without prejudice to the broad indictment provided 
"by the narrative of events during the two years while I 
" waS a prisoner of war which is the exhibit hereto above 
"referred to (hereinafter called "the narrative") the more 
serious war crimes in which I was directly involved were:- 

"(a) the action of numerous Italians who were guilty 
"of almost indescribably despicable action apart from 
"their inhumanity and disregard in other respects of 
"the law and customs of warfare such as are recorded 

	

"in Chapter V. of the narrative which beginh at page 	t/. 

In respect of the manuscript recording his experiences he 
confirms them in paragraph 9 of the said Affidavit which is 
as follows 

fie, The said record is true in every particular so far 
"as statements of fact are concerned; no statement is 
"made as of my own knowledge which is based on hearsay; 
"and the expressions of opinion represent my honest and 
"unprejudiced estimate of the conditions which nrevailed 
"at the different camps and of the character and actions 
"of the men to whose charge we were committed." 

In addition to the extract already referred to which gives 
particulars, though only as hearsay, so far as the looting of 
prisoners of war is concerned, there is attached an extract 
referring to conditions at Benghazi to which camp he was 
transferred a fortnight later. This extract is attached in 
order to show his fairness of mind in describing conditions 
from which may be inferred his general reliability as a Titnesq. 

Continued on rar7e p. 



Page 4 

NOTES ON THE CASE 
	

167c 

(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of Iiis official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence;.. 
(e) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

4 

Although Private Broomhead's account regarding the 
spoliation of prisoners of war is hearsay, clearly he would 
not have made such a statement if he had not been sati2fied 
that it was true. It is presumed that such a statement will 
not be rejected as of no value. 

In regard to his allegation of the inadequacy of food 
and accommodation, Private Broomhead relates his own exper-
iences, describing both food and accommodation in detail. 

No further evidence is called for in regard to the latter 
charges, though further evidence will no doubt be forthcoming 
in due course together with evidence of the plunder of the 
prisoners of war in breach of Article 6 of the Geneva Convention 
1929, relating to the treatment of prisoners of war. 

This latter habit of the Italians was notorious as evidence 
in other cases hereafter submitted clearly shows. 

The primary responsibility for conditions in the camp in 
the matter of accommodation, food and clothes, and in some 
degree for sanitation, was the officer whose duty it was to 
make the necessary arrangements in relation to prisoners of 
war in terms of the requirements of the Geneva Convention. 
private groomheadls evidence in relation to Benghazi suggests 
that there should have been no lack of food. The camp had been 
established for some time when he arrived, yet apparently no 
attempt had been made to improve conditions either of food, 
clothing and accommodation. 

The Commandant must bear a large measure of responsibility 
in the matter of sanitation and a less responsibility possibly 
for the failure to do anything to improve conditions generally. 
He must also be responsible for not restraining the guards 
from robbing prisoners of war, if indeed he did not take part 
himself. 

Finally the guards are answerable for their appropriation 
of the personal effects of prisoners of war, and their ill.. 
treatment of prisoners of war in order to force the surrender 
of personal effects by prisoners of war who were making a 
struggle to save them. 





(1) The Officer in command at  and in the neighbourhood 
of Bomba in Libya on June 23rd/24th,.1942.  

_.(2)  The Italian carabinier at the abovc,  place and date 
who assaulted Private Ketteridge, R.A.M.C.  

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

(3) The said carabinier or in the alternative some other 

member bf the  guard of  prisoners of war who 

assaulted Captain E.T. Gilbert, R.A.E.C., 	 
lst Battalion The Sherwood Foresters, attached 

to 2nd Guards Brigade. 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

23rd 24th June, 1942. 

Bomba in Libya. 

No.xxix. /11-treatment of prisoners of war. 

Breach of Articles 2, 10, 11 and 46 of the Geneva 

Convention, 1929, relative to the treatment of 
_priaonere. of war, 	  
Breach of Article 5 of the .sid Convention. 

AssRult.  

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

(Fur the Use y the  Secretariat)  

Registered Number. 
1675 

Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

a sup/ i!-tot 104/ux/k/a 	  

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 
UNIT. ;D KINGDOE  CHARGES AGAINST 	ITALIAN 	 CRIMINALS 

CHARGE No.  UK I/B,e)  

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

Captain Gilbert having escaped with his section from Tobruk 
on 20th June 194,2, and having; been recartured on 23rd June, 1047, 
on the beach north of Gambut, was driven to some place in the 
region of Bomba, where they wore all (seven of them) herded into 
a tiny room for the night, where conditions fell far short of 
requirements of the above-mentioned Convention. 

At this place Ketteridge was assaulted for no artarent reason 
and when Captain Gilbert tried to interfere he was struck in the 
back and chest by rifle butt. 

On the following day they were all driven to Tmimi by truck, 
on their way to Derna. Up to the time of arrival in Tmimi Captain 

1NSM IVIED BY 	  ' ff4- 	Continued on  page P.  Kg  	rvuf re 
sort serial number under which the cage Is regietyollon the files of the National Office of the accusing State. 

1) Wt.1'.1605;1120  500 1/44 A.& E.W.Lt I Cp.683 

Wt.P.181711'.1139 5,000 3;44 
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100109 Captain Edward Theodore Gilbert, 	 R.L.0., 
1st Battalion The Sherwood Foresters, attached22nd Guards 
Brigade, wan first captured by the Germans with his Battalion 
at a point between El Adem and Fort Pilostrino at (approx.) 
15 hours on 19th June, .194P, but managed to escape at 15 hours 
the same day in an ambulance with five of hic section plus 
three wounded. All the other wounded had been evacuated earlier 
in the day. A:; he was driving away one of his section, Private 
Jennings (Regiment%1 No. ending in "00") was shot_, while in the 
ambulance by the Germans, who opened fire on this withdrawing 
Red Cross vehicle. Captain Gilbert sustained a slight graze 
wound. 

At about 1750 hours CaT. tain Gilbert reached the beach 
hospital at Tobruk, where the casualties, including Private 
Jennings, wore admitted. After capturing Tobruk on 20th June, 
1942, the Germans took over the beach hospital. In the mean-
time Captain Gilbert with the remaining four of his section 
and two other officers (Captain Petter and Captain Smith, 
both R.A.L.0.) who had asked to go with him, slipped out of 
Tobruk. .Before doing so Captain Gilbert asked Lieutenant. 
Colonel isrian Brennan, who was 0.C. beach hospital (i.e. 9th 
Light Field Ambulance) whether he was needed and if not 
whether he might escape back to our lines. The 0.0. wished 
him luck, and told him to try if he thought he had a chance. 
At about 14 hours on the 20th June, 1942, Gilbert drove 
another ambulance in which were his party on to the road and 
joined the German column moving along the Bardia Road. His 
ambulance aroused no suspicion in the German convoy. About 
12 miles towards Jardia the sight of a check post made him 
turn off the road down a wadi towards the coast. After 
destroying the ambulance they walked and hid, eluding capture • 
for three days and nights without provisions of food or water 
(they dug down in the sand near the beach and drank brackish 
water). At about 1750 hours on the 23rd June, 1942, they 
were recaptured by a mixed Italian and German patrol and taken 
toBomba. 

At bomba occurred the events described in the short 
statement of facts on page 1 to which there is at present 
nothing further to add. They were given neither food nor 
water and next day, still without food or water, they were 
driven to Tmimi on the way to Derna. 

Continued from page 1. 

Gilbert and party had not yet been given any food or water becalm 
they were told they had refused to answer the questions put 
to them by the German intelligence officers at the point of 
their recapture north of Garnbut, who wanted to know (1) why 
Tobruk had fallen_ so easily; (2) were there any more of our 
troops doWn the wadis. 
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• 	PARTICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT 
	1680 

1. The fellcming will presumably be availf7b1e to give 
evidence :. 

loolno Cptain Edward Theodore Gilbert, R.A.r.c. 
Captain Petter, 
Captain Smith, R.A..C. 
Private Ketterid7e, 	 (presumptive only) 
Other men_bers, if necessary, of Captain Gilbert's 

section. 

Captoin Gilbert's narrative of events in summ.).ry 
form has been reduced to a statement by Allied Interror;ot-
ing Organisation and included in a special report on 
conditions in enemy prisoners of war camps. The reference 
of this report is A.10/11/12 dated 11th January 1943. 
Captain Uilbert has sworn that the statements made by him 
are true and that the facts have been faithfully and 
accurately recorded. 

Paragraph 2 of the rerort is the relative paragra-nh, 
of which' the first four porncraphs only refer to this 
matter. They hove been reproduced in' substance in the 
'Short Statement of Facts' on page 1. Full copy of 
paragraph p  is attached to 111' - I/B.9 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 1681 

 

(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (h) the probable defence:. 
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

There is no doubt of the commision here of war crimes and 
of tie direct responsibility of those who cor...mitted them. There 
can be no defence. 

'Apart from the fact that other witnesses should be avail-
able, it may be said that tie case is 00171 etc since if Contain 
Gilbert' s narrative of events is studied, 	his reliability, 
it is believed, will become self- evident. 

The only difficulty is identification, and since there 
is no indication that there was a prisoners of warcamp at 
6emba, identification may be more difficult than in the case of 
a commandant of a well-established prisoners of war camp. On 
the other hand 	it is to be supposed that the party was taken 

to headquarters. 

There may be said therefore to be sufficient prospects of 
identification to justify submission of the case. 

Even if this were not so, the case is worth drawing 
attention. to for the reason that it gives an introductory account 
to Captain Gilbert's narrative of events, which without being in 
the least bombastic shows him throughout as a man of courage, 
determination, and resource, qualities which entitle his evidence 
to be accepted with confidence. 

It may be noted as possibly having a bearing in this 
connection that when the senior medical officer at Benghazi 
went sick Captain Gilbert by common consent was asked to take 
charge, 
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(For the Use of the  Secretariat) 	 1683 
Registered Number. 

  

Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

l S 	1!-;ott lt/3  

   

       

       

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 
UNIT7D KINGDOM 	CHARGES AGAINST 	ITALIAN 	 

CHARGE No. 	 74, 	* 
WAR CRIMINALS 

    

Name of accused, his 	The name and unit of the accused is unknown•  
rank and unit, or He is identifiable as the Camp Commandant at Tobruk 
official position. 

on or about 29th June 1942 
(Not to be translated.) 

Date and place of  On or about 29th June 1942.  
commission of al-
leged crime. 

Prisoners—of—war camp at Tobruk. 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

No. xxix or No,  1. Unlawful wounding or murder of 
Private D. Connelly. 

Unlawful wounding or murder. 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

Private Connelly was wanderinq about at 
from the wire and was ordered back by the Ital 
obeyed, moving slowly. The Commandant ordered 
sentry refused to do so. The Commandant then t 
and shot Connelly in the back. Connelly is bsd 
subsequently in Hospital. 

a distance of 20 yards 
ian Camp Commandant. He 
the sentry to shoot; the 

ook the sentry's rifle 
ieved to have died 

r - 

TRANSM
1TTED BY ......................................  ....................... 

  

• 
Insert serial number under which the case is registered in the files of the National Office of the accusing State. 

Vit.P.1505 1120 	500 .144 A.& E.W.Lt 1. Cp.685 

(561 9'  2-.1) 
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PARTICULARS OF ALLEGED CRIME 168/1 

 

No further particulrs are at present available. But a 
Court of Enquiry is uncleretbod to have been held at which British 
priOoners of war are believed to have riven evidence. It is expected, 
therefore, to supplement the "Short Statement of Facts" by further 
particulars in due course. 

• 
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,:ecording to reliable information t-.) kolIowinj 
incidents occurred at Italian controlled osmp rat 
Tobruk between 29th June - 6th July 194:. 

One. vte. y. t.;onnelly shot .4X; yards inside 
wire by Camp r;ommndant with rifle of sentry who had 
himself refused to shoot. It is believed that 
prisoner subsequently died and that court of en, aligi 
held and British evidence taken. 

Two. Pte. 141en wounded in stomach by bomb 
thrown in night by sentry without justification or 
challenge. 

Request 3willS Government to ascertain whether 
enquiries were held and if so with that result and 
also to demand trial and punishment of both 
Commandant and sentry. 
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..epial No. 709. 

erom: The .4ar Office (..uirectorate of krisoners Of .r). 
To: 	The Foreign ufrice (41disoners of .i,ar iepartment). 
:Abject: Inciuents at Tobruk i!risoners of fa° Camp, 

June—July, 194k;. 

4tediable information has been received of the 
following incidents that occurred in Tobruk prisoner 

war camp between 29th June and 6th July, 1942. This 
camp was under the control of the Italian authoritits, 
the Commandant and Guards being Italian. 

1. 	rrivate D. Connelly was shut in the back by the 
ltalien Camp Commandant under the following 
circumstances, and is believed to have died 
subsequently in hospital. 

,Private Connelly was wandering about at a 
distance of 20 yards from the wire and was ordered 
back by the Italian Cami, Commandant. He obeyed, 
moving slowly. The Commandant ordered a sentry to 
shoot; the sentry refused to do so. The Commandant 
then took the sentry's rifle and shot Connelly in 
the back. .4 Court or mquiry is understood to have 
been held; and it is believed that British prisoners 
of war gave evidence. 

It is requested that the irotecting .ower be 
asked to obtain a copy or tht findings of this court 
3t inquiry, and to demand the trial and punishment 
or the Commandant. 

rrivate 141c e, was wounded in the atomuch by a 
bomb thrown by an Italian sentry at night while 
Arivate ..yles was looking ror 	hitrine. 	he sentry 
threw the bomb without iso“ing 	v.arning br challtne. 

it/ 



It is requested that the irotecting ,r over be 
asked to ascertain whether un inquiry hike been held 
and to demand the trial and punishment of the sentry. 

3. Indian prisoners of Ikar wtre struck with rifle 
butts and Ricked by Italian guards. 

It is requested thcht the irotecting ‘-oter be 
asked to enter a strong protest. 

4. Native south .4frican troops were compelled 
dnuer threat of death to work at unloading ammunition 
and stores, contrary to ,xticle 6l of the Convention. 

It is requested that the Irotecting .tower be 
asked to enter a strong fr rotest. 

It is requested that the names of kriva'ce 
Connelly and krivate Myles be added to the list 
of violent deaths and woundings among prisoners of 
war in Italian hands. 

(:signed) 	Gepp. 

Jirector of krisonere of '.ar. 

loth September. 1942. 
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PARTICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT 
	

168S 

A communication from the "var Office (Directorate of Prisoners-
of War) to the Foreign Office (Prisoners-of-rrar Departmen4 ) on the 
subject c) incidents at, Thbruk Prisoners-of-war Camp June to July 194e" 
under date lnth $1eptember 1942 (ref. K"' 24/93), stated that reliable 
information had been received of incidents occurrinc,  in Tobruk 
Prisoners-of-1"ar Camp between 29th June and Oth July 1242. One of these 
incidents was the shootinr.  of Private D. Connelly. It is not conceiv-
able that the War Office would address the Foreign Office in these 
certain terms unless their information vas of a character which mould 
prove the commission of the crime. 

As already noted, the War Office communication states that "A 
Court of Enquiry is understood to have been held and if is believed. 
that British prisoners-of-war rave evidence". 

The protecting Power was requested by the Foreign Office to 
verify this and to ascertain the results of the Court of 7nquiry. 

Trial and punishment of the accused WAS to be demanded. But 
no information became available. It is expected that info-matien 
on this point, which Tould lead to the identification of the accused 
should now be forthcoming when it will be filed with the Commission. 

It is possible that some of the witnesses may be traced as 
having been liberated when the Germans were driven out of North 
Africa, but it is more probable that they have been transferred to 
Italian prisoners-of- war camps and subsequently from Italy to Germany. 



• 
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(For the Use of the Secretariat)  

Registered Number. 

(0 U. It S. 	 

Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

...■■■■■••■•■•■ 

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 

U11.1.T.M KINGIX)1.: 	CHARGES AGAINST 	ITALIAN 	WAR CRIMINALS 

CHARGE No.  UK • 	. 

Name, rank and unit of the accused is unknown. 

Accused was Commandant of the prisoners of war camp 

at Derna on 24th June 1942 when the events complained 

of occurred. 

Guards at above camp. 

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

24th June 1942. 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

No.xxix Ill-treatment of  prisoners of war. 

No, xiv Confiscation of  property. 

Breach 01' Articles 7,  S nnl 10 of the Geneva 

Convention 19'19 relltiner to the 	treatmtnit 	of 
prisoners  of war, 
Robbery 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

On arrival at the prisoners of war camp at Derna Captain 77.m. 
Gilbert, R 	n and other prisonerc,  of war in the party with him were 
paraded in a filthy courtyard and all systematically robbed of their 
personal effects. Watches, cigarette cases, fountain pens, cameras, 
rings and everything that could be stolen, were grabbed and forcibly 
taken from the prisoners of war by the guards and others in the 
presence of the Commandant, and even under his supervision. 

On the night 74th/7th June 1942, the majority of the prisoners of 
war, officers and men, had to sleep on the bare ground in a graveyard. 
There were no tents, groundsheets or blankets. As it rained durinc,  the 
night they all got drenched. 

The Solicitor 	t4f4ire TRANSM ITTED BY 	•14"44-49  
• Insert serial number under which 

,
the case is registers itt the files of the National Office of the accusing State. 

(.26552) 11 t. P.I505/1120 	
500 1 44 A. 	t I. Gp.685 

(26924) tit. P,1 S17!P.1139 5,000 3 I 4 



PARTICULARS OF ALLEGED CRIME 

Such further particulars as are available relate to 
a case of robbery and assault which is necessarily made the 
subject of a separate charge. 
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SECRET  

ALLIED IETERROGATING ORC;LITI2.11TIU1I 

EXTRACT FRCE,1 

SPECIAL REPORT ON CONDITIONS IN ENEMY P.o.a. cA,Ps 

SOURCE: 108109 Captain Edward Theodore GILBERT, R.A.1L.C. R.-.0., 1st 
=ion, The Sherwood Foresters, attached 22nd Guards 41e. 

He was first captured by the Germans near EL ADEM on the 19 June 42 but 
escaped to TOBRUK the same day. He got out of Tobruk as the Germans were 
occupying this town on the 20 June 42, but was recaptured on the 23rd June 
on the beach north of GAil3UT while escaping East. 

2. TAKEN TO BOKBA, DERMA, BARCE AND BENGHAZI  

On being recaptured they were all immediately put on a truck and driven 
to somewhere in the region of Bombs where they were all (seven of them) herded 
into a tiny room for the night (23-24. June 42). 

There was absolutely no ventilation in this room which had obviously been 
used quite recently for all purposes. 

It was at this place that KETTERIDGE of Source's section was struck by the 
butt of a rifle in the back by one of the sentries (an Italian Carabinier) for 
no apparent reason and when Source tried to interfere he also was beaten, being 
struck in the back and chest by rifle butt. Source had sustained a fractured 
rib the day before his capture at El Adem-Palestrino, and this treatment at 
Bombs., following on the three-days' trudge while endeavouring to escape and 
badly blistered feet, did not improve matters. 

On the 24 June 42 they were all driven to Tmimi by truck where they saw 
some other poo.wo Source and party had not poet been given any food or water 
because, they were told, they had refused to answer the questions put to them 
by the German Intelligence Officers at point of recapture North of Gambut, 
who wanted to know (1) Why Tobruk had fallen so easily? (2) Were there any 
more of our troops down the Wadis? 

From Tmimi they were transported that night by truck to Derna where they 
caught up with the main body of P.O.W. captured at Tobruk. Here Source and the 
others were paraded in a filthy courtyard while they were all systematically 
looted under the supervision of the Italian Commandant. Watches, cigarette cases 
fountain pens, cameras, rings, etc. everything that could be stolen was 
grabbed and forcibly taken from the P.O.W. by the guards and others openly in 
the presence of the Italian Commandant. One subaltern in the R.A. smashed his 
oemera rather than surrender it and was promptly set upon and beaten by the 
Italian guards, his glasses being knocked off in the process. When Source and 
some others tried to assist him they were driven back at the point of the 
bayonet. 

On the night of the 24-25 June 42, Source with the majority of the P.O.W. 
officers and men had to sleep on the bare ground in a graveyard. There were 
no tents, groundsheets or blankets and as it rained during the night they all 
got drenched. Two men were shot that night by the guards for no reason other 
than expressing the desire to go to the latrines. The one died soon after 
while the other was severely wounded in the buttocks. Source took the latter 
with him when they were transported to BARGE on the 25th June, 42, and sent 
him to hospital there. 

Source and his party were kept at BARGE for three days. On the whole, 

conditions and treatment here were better than in the previous P.o.w. camps. 

1693 
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SECRET 
ALLIED INTERROGATING ORCailIIISATIO11 
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EXTRACT FROM 

A REPORT ON CONDITIONS IN P.O.W. CAMPS IN ITALY, NORTH AFRICA AND RHODES 
FROM INTORLATION OBTAINED FROli REPATRIATED BRITISH, IMPERIAL AND ALLIED 
PERSONNEL (Dated May 16th 1943) 

DERNA CAMP  

DERNA is generally admitted by all Naval Officers and men to have been 
the worst P.W. Camp on the North African coast. Officers and men were treated 
in the most disgraceful manner. 

The Commandant appeared to suffer fran "reprisal mania" for alleged 
misdeeds of Australian troops to Italian prisoners; for this reason, everybody 
in his estimation was a criminal. 

Shortly after the TOBRUK capitulation, organisation at DERNA Camp 
completely broke down: men lay about in the open with no kind of protection. 
Guards were permitted to poke officers around with the point of the bayonet, 
and one night three O.R's were shot for no reason at all. In addition, all 
valuables suoh as watches, rings, fountain pens, etc., were taken and never 
returned. 

Rations 

Each man received 1 tin of bully beef, one biscuit, sometimes a little 
coffee and occasionally some macaroni. Prisoners were purposely kept short 
of water. 

There were practically no washing facilities, and sanitary arrangements 
were the worst possible. 
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The 7ar Office despatch dated 22nd December 1942, by command 
of the Army Council, addressed to the Foreign Office (ref. K"r.24/777  
and 0.017/4626/PW 2a) states that the facts alleged were compiled 
from the evidence of 25 British prisoners of war recently rescued 
from an Italian transport vessel who had. been detained in the 
Benghasi and Tripoli area between July and. September, 1942. 

Amongst those witnesses was Captain ?.T. Gilbert, R.A.M.C., 
whose experiences as a prisoner of war covered the period from 
23rd June 1942, when he was captured, to 14th November 1942 when he 
was picked up at sea after being torpedoed on an Italian shin, r.s. 
"Scillon", which was transporting prisoners of war from Tripoli 
to Italy under disgraceful conditions of overcrowding and inhumanity. 
(see the case of S.S. "Scillon", UK-I/811.) Durinq the period of 
somewhat less than 7 months 7,hon he was a prisoner of war Captain 
Gilbert had experience of Bomba (UK-I/BP), Denis., Barce, Benghazi 
and Tripoli. An extract from the sworn summary of his statement is 
attached hereto. The passage which refers to this case is marked 
in red ink. 

There is also attached an extract of another report, dated 
May 16th 1943, by the Allied Interrogating Organisation on 
conditions of Italian prisoners of war camps. This report records 
the views of naval officers and men which hat already been referred 
to. 

Corroborative evidence of this charge is to be found in the 
facts constituting the next charge but one, UK.-I/B7 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 	 1696 

(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence;, 
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

The "Jar Office dispatch referred to under the heading 
"evidence in support" is attached to UK.-I/B12, since it 
summarises conditions in prisoners of war camps in North 
Africa, and is more conveniently set out at the end of this 
group of cases. At this stage it is sufficient to mention 
the view taken by the War Office of conditions, after examining 
25 witnesses, and makin r all allowances for possible Italian 
difficulties. The matter is covered in paragraph 8 of the 
despatch : 

'8. Althoth-th the Italian Government may seek to condone 
some of these breaches of the Prisoners of War Convention 
by the plea of the difficulties of supply under conditions 
of desert warfare or of military exigency, the Council are 
not aware of any excuse that, can be adduced for the 
deliberate ill-treatment of prisoners of war, including 
even shooting, for the avoidable neglect of sick prisoners 
an:.1 for the disgraceful conditions under which prisoners 
were embarked by seat. 

Clearly whatever excuses can be f'ound for failure in 
material matters involvin7 command. of resources which might 
not be available, which remains to be proved, none can be 
found for deliberate plunder. For this disgraceful proceeding 
the Commandant must be brouy*ht to book, and guards if identified. 

No defence can be made or entertained on such a charire: 
Nor can it be other than the responsibility of the Commandant 
in the main, and in less degree tho guards, if under orders. 

• 
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UNITED KINGDOM  CHARGES AGAINST 	ITALIAN  WAR CRIMINALS 

 

CHARGE No.  UK I/B6. 

Name, rank and unit. of the accused is unknown. 	 
1.  Accused are identifiable as the guard_or guards. 

On duty at the  prisoners of war camp at Derna_on_the 

night of 24th/25th June 1942 who shot  two British 
prisoners of war, killing one and wounding the other. 

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

2. The Commandant at that time. 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

The night of 24th/25th June 1942. 

Derr:a. 

No.i. Murder 

No.xxix. /11-treatment of  prisoners of war. 

The offences of the first accused are :- 
Murder. 	  
Wounding.  
The second accused, the Commandant was guilty of a  
grave 	neglect of duty towards men in his power by 
failure 	to 	 instruct guards 	 in their 	duties* 	 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

One prisoner of war was shot and killed and another 
wounded for no reason other than expressing a desire to 
go to the latrines. 

TRANSM 1TTED BY............................ 

      

................... 

     

     

      

*Intrrt serial number under which the case is registered In the files of the National Office of the accusing State. 

(2052) 	t. 1,.1 no:, 1120 	
500 144 A.& E.W.LA I. C:p.685 

(26924) NAL P. ir 17 1%1139 5,000 3 44 
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No particulars are available as regards the man who was 

killed. 

The man who was wounded was severely wounded in the 
buttooks. He was taken by Oaptain E.T. Gilbert, R.A.h.C. 
R.M.O., lst Battalion The Sherwood Foresters, attached 
22nd Guards Brigade, to Berce on the 25th June 1942, and 
was left in Hospital there when Captain Gilbert was sent 
on to Benghazi. 
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IP 	 PARTICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT 

The War Office dispatch dated 22nd December 1942 
addressed to the Foreign Office (ref. KW 24/33 and 0103/4626/ 
PW 2a) which it is presumed covers this case in paragraph 3(ii), 
states that the facts are "compiled from the evidence of 25 
British prisoners of war recently rescued from an Italian 
Transport vessel which had been detained in the Benghazi and 
Tripoli area between July and September 1942". 

Amongst these witnesses was Captain E.T. Gilbert, 
R.A.L.C., who is referred to under Particulars of alleged 
crime" as the medical officer who took the wounded man to 
Beres. 

An extract from the report by the Allied Interrogating 
Organization, dated 28th January, 1943, sworn by Captain 
Gilbert, which covers this case is attached to the last pre-
ceding case (UK . I/B5). It adds nothing to the facts already 
noted but the full paragraph puts the crime in its setting of 
disorder, incompetence, dishonesty, brutality and lack of sense 
of responsibility towards prisoners of war. 

This case, assuming it is the same case, is referred to 
in the War Office dispatch in the following terms:- 

"One prisoner of war was shot and killed and another was 
wounded one night for no obvious reason except that the 
Libyan guard seemed nervous". 

According to an extract from 14.1.9/BM/P93 dated 21st 
November 1942 Private D.W. Urquhart, No. 2982305, I/A & S.H. 
Attd. 129 Coy. R.A.S.C., who was captured at Tobruk 20th June 
1942 and would seem to have been at Derna at the time 

"The guards were all Libyan Arabs. They were very 
excitable and fired their rifles without any provocation. 
When they had to get the prisoners of war out of their 
tents they fired into the ground outside". 

Whether this case is the same as that reported by naval 
witnesses cannot be determined at the moment. Probably not, since 
witnesses whose reliability would be first class, would hardly 
report inaccurately or from hearsay. In that case three men 
were said to have been shot whereas the other evidence, which 
includes what in the circumstances must be regarded as the 
particularly valuable evidence of Captain Gilbert, mentions 
two. 

An extract of the naval evidence referred to 
is attached to the last preceding case, U - 1/B50  which it 
covers. 

The result of further enquiry is being awaited before 
formulating an additional charge or determining whether the 
alleged facts relate to this charge. 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 

(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g:, was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence ; 
(e) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

The War Office dispatch referred to under the heading 
"Particulars of Evidence in support" is attached to 
UK . 1/1315, since it summarises conditions in prisoners of 
war camps in North Africa, and is more conveniently set out 
at the end of this group of cases. At this stage it is 
sufficient to mention as has been done in the last preceding 
case (UK . I/B5) the view taken by the War Office of 
conditions. The matter is covered in paragraph 6 of the 
dispatch •g 

"8. Although the Italian GovernNentI lw Ben- to .condone 
some of these breaches of the "Pi.rdoners of'War.Corivention 
by the plea of the difficulties of supply under conditions 
of desert warfare or of military exigency, the Council 
are not aware of any excuse that can be adduced for the 
deliberate ill.treatment of prisoners of war, including 
even shooting, for the avoidable neglect of sick 
prisoners and for the disgraceful conditions under which 
prisoners were embarked by sea". 

Clearly whatever excuses can be found for failure in 
material matters involving command of resources which might 
not be available, ,none can be found for deliberate shooting, 
resulting in the death of one man and the wounding of another. 

Presumably a story will be concocted of an attempt at 
escape, but our available witnesses are not of the type to 
misrepresent the facts. 





Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

([Vol to be translated.) 

Names and units of the accused are unknown. 

The first accused is identifiable as the Commandant 
at Derna, who was present when prisoners of war were 

being robbed of their possessions, 

Those secondly accused were the guards at  the said 
camp  who robbed and assaulted a British Officer. 
The first aocts ed was present when this assault 

took place. 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

On June 24th, 1942. 
Derna 

No. xxix. Ill-treatment of prisoners of war 
Breach of Articles 2 and 8 of Hague Convention 1929 

relating to treatment of prisoners of war. 

Assault and robbery. 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

 

or the ("se of the Secretariat) 

 

1703 
Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

  

Registered Number. 
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UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 
UNITED KINGDOM  CHARGES ur.3 AGAINST 	

 ITALIAN 	WAR CRIMINALS 

CHARGE No.  UK //B7.  

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

A British Officer, one of a party of prisoners of war who 
were being searched and systematically robbed, smashed his 
camera before his turn. He was immediately attacked in the 
presence of the Italian Commandant. His spectacles were 
knocked off and his face slapped by Italian private soldiers. 

TRANSM iTTED BY 

• 
Inslrt serial number under which the case is registered In the files of the National Office of the accusing State. 

(28352) Wt.P.15072 t 	.\.s 	%1 .Lt 	(p.685 

(6924) 	t P 	I .11,ii 	t, 
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PARTICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT 	1705 

The War Office degrAtch dntel ^nr-1 neoorber 1,14^ 
addrossel to tho Foreim Or"too (Per. TT r4/33 and 
1.1n1/41P3pr pA) which hqs alruady been referred to 
states that *this incident sae witnessed by threo 
aritish Officers". 

These 71tnessee should be available whoa, ro-
wired;  or eatietaotory statements in their 
unavoidable abeence. 

' Captain E.T. Gilbert; R.A.L.C., whoso sworn 
oonfirrAtion of the gunnery of hin atatenent has' bony. 
referred tb an Entreat covering this ease, with 
other cages, being attached to UK - V" was one 
of the of 	who saw this occur. 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 	 1706 	• 

(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence 
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

This case is clear and provides further evidence of the 
serious state of affairs at the prisoner of war camp at Derna. 
Light on the general situation is thrown by a statement by 
No. 298230 8 Private D.W. Urquhart 1/A. and S.H. Att. 129 Coy. 
R.A.S.C. (Ref. DO (N) 56(1) 99/42), already quoted in 
connection with the last preceding case. This statement 
says that The guards were Libyan arabs. They were very 
excitable and fired their weapons without any provocation. 
When they had to get the prisoners of war out of their tents 
they fired into the ground outside". 

This state of affairs must involve the Commandant, 
apart from the consequence to himself arising from his 
presence and apparent approval of this outrage. 
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Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

( For the Use of the Secretariat) 
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Date of receipt in Secretariat. 
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UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 
UNITED KINGDM  CHARGES AGAINST ITALIAN  	WAR CRIMINALS 

CHARGE No.  UK - I /13P 

1. CrIptain Palermo. Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

Midsummer of 1942. 

Camp Commandant at Benghazi for a period round about 

(Not to be translated.) 2. Officers, non-commissioned officers and men 

directly concerned in the commission of the crimes 

alleged. 

Date and place of  'Between June and September 1942 at Benghazi. 

commission ,of al-
leged crime. 

Lurder or manslaughter. 
No. xxix. - Ill-treatment of prisoners of ware  

Breaches in  particular of Articles 2,  10, 11,  12, 13, 

31, 46, 50 and R4 of Geneva Convention 1929 relating 
to 	treatment of  prisoners of war.  
Unlawful wounding; assault; neglect of duty towards 

persons in the power of the accused and therefore 
helpless. 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

A great number of serious breaches of International Law 
constituting offences against municipal law also, were 
perpetrated by the above during their tenure of office at the 
above Camp, including beating.to compel labour to assist 
enemy war effort; smanu4t.1 joining together without food for 
24 hours of prisoners of war who had escaped and been recartured; 
Wounds by rifle fire and bayonet; unjustifiable assaults; 
insanitary conditions; insufficient food; absence of blankets 
and bedding; inadequate hospital arrangements and callous 
treatment of the sick. 

, 

f 
TBANSM ITTED BY • ......... 	... 

• 
Insert serial number under which the case is registered In the files of the National Office of the accusing State. 

(305.t) Wt. P.1505 1120. 	500 1' 	A.& 	 Gp.6S5 

0'0.4) wt.P.Is17, 1  .1139 3,000 3 It 
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1. About 11,000 prisoners of war suffering from various stair 
of acute dysentery were provided with inadequate sanitary 
arrangements and medical attention. The shallow latrines 
which the prisoners had to dig soon encroached on the confined 
tented area. Liany deaths undoubtedly reoulted from the 
totally inadequate medical stores and the refusal of the 
Italian authorities to co-operate with the British Ledical 
officers. 

2. Food was insufficient and bedding, blankets and clothing 
non-existent. Some prisoners were crowded 6 into a single 
bivouac. There was no accommodation other than sleeping 
quarters until hospital tents were erected entirely through 
the initiative of the British medical officers. Lost of 
the prisoners remained three and a half to four months 
under these conditions and suffered great hardship. 

3. Prisoners of war who were captured when attempting to 
escape were kept chained, wrist to ankle, for at least 24 
hours, so that they could nei, lie down, and were given 
nothing but water. 

4. Cape coloured prisoners of war were wounded by shooting 
on parade. The Italian authorities themselves admitted the 
guard in question had lost his head. 

5. Coloured prisoners of war were daily kicked, hit on the 
head with rifles and prodded with bayonets. 

6. An Indian prisoner of war was publicly flogged. 

Continued from page 3.  

Both reports are attached to this case in full, 
instead of the relative extracts only, firstly with a view 
to their Jeing available for reference in relation to this 
case and other cases already referred to and the two cases 
next following, and secondly in order to give a correct 
general impression of conditions. 

In general corroboration of the allegations in this and 
other cases arising in respect of prisoners of war camps 
controlled by Italians in Norti Africa there is attached copy 
of report dated 31st Lay 1943 by Lajor J.L. Lartin, R.A.M.0., 
on "the condition of P.O. W. sick admitted to Caserta Hospital, 
Italy, as a result of starvation etc., in North African 
(Lybian) Camps between September and December, 1942". 

A report dated 	1943, of Interrogation by Middle 
Tast of exchanged prisoners of war, contains evidence which 
will be available when Cpl. J.'". Briggs, 	of t,n Indian 
Division, was a prisoner of war in Italy, and released. 

An extract of notes by him is attached. 
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K. . ,V33. 

,1(.3/4..)2(3/ i • •21I• 
ocenbeiv$1942. 

• 4 . 

I 	ourcrAided by the -ar,,7 f4x..11011 to brinc 	I. 
.ocret,aty ■ .;cierOo attention tho 	 fncts coneerain;: the 
trent:1mA of :A'ittah ,:avisAiert; of mir 	 hrthcin s  which 
11 ,Ne boon compiled from the oviaenco of 25 ,;riticzh prinonern of 
war reoentij reseue0. fr(*i Fui taloa tiinno„ort vessel, 	fi's't 
bethi 	 !in ti;c: .onchar.1 rind `, 	 betvicw,1 • ulw 

. mi)trolbs 

r.sho 1.4.1:;op.ers cn.,)tvrol 	bruk or 	:1)out the 19at week 
in Jul.". 1942 p Vii) 1.0 at :Aloe relieved oi' oil value ‘lon 	arioll 

pri:lonoro of 	roo.,ived no woter or ;" 	frori ..14 
hol-re after et taro. 

3. 	At e,.7 if  in tralisit frail '..obruk 	-, cont;hozi o  the following 
ineidenta occurrod: - 

(1) A .:•rltioh Off Cul., Miot 	bon 	annahed Mrs 
ea Ara, ;ems 	 -:tttt0,..od., ill the ppouenee of the 

corn,,ndonte 	r;:.,OCtaC10E3 WOVE) l!nooked off reir.1  
foe° 	 itnlitui i.)rivnto d.,1•1aio:3 4, 'AAA; it eic!ent woe 
witneo.oes three ritl..'.11 	core. 

(i 1 ) -ho 	of yin!? 	LI:CA Pane killod ;lilt; another 
wourved une 	. or 1. ).0 WArlov.:1 ,..o noon oxcept that the Libyan 

c'rfrdn noo 4-tA norvous. 

wna oenrched (Inc, evorj t'Jcet 	vnluo that 
StaliAno offieera 	non 0:Noted 'azl£7 1..aken. 

,enghtv.I. the 1c 3xiand9nto s  firnt, .%)•11:41.4 rili;.irio•  and. 
-optqin ••olioe `Tiwiorn, coilaoi.od ttio ii.i..trentoont 

.ris:):_rq-.0 	 •of wnv, osdecis11,J Of coloupod troops. 

V ■■01 100 hi 5v;1llablo of 	felloatm„ 

/ (1) ,ftor .A.ropean .311w-tilers of war hod rkli."',oeci. 	undertnke 
in e._nxioet len with a :zunition . 9rtd. °tiler Wai•.alke 	?V eft, 

c:;2mu:mod/ 
tm 1.nder ocret:Ir,:= 	Auto for -oi.0101 ffairso 
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coloth.60 	:todbfi ov war :lope: colvel.Lea 	b ir.tis41) to 
un o:..trII:e it. In reply t re;,rodentnt ons by tits) aeLtior 
ritioh offletr2r• 	i.:oryouidant 	 - lartara) :Jorely 

titotati tls• 	 waitteti foe,:s  thoy !rdot, ,aork• 	ad,,ed 
ti,, ,t he e.N.:;1.'ered Vv.., "irregular trot da"  

- 	. 
	zing throfore•  

unprotocted I)17 trio t(3.' 	or -:11e ()neva GoliventiOn. 
 

(ii) rinoiler3 	 cn.Aured who:, nt ompting to 
esenpe wevo ko:)t ctuinetl•  firint 	,11.1.1ti•  Volt nt. .. 0 13t 214 
hovra, flo that the: ,7;0111,1 not 	 ar..! 'ore i - 0? 
Lilt WatOr41 

(iii) ;cop ccaouroil pr';Ionor or 	woo wynjod 1)y 340oting 
on :deride. The tallan nvthoritioe 	 t!,e the, 
[Imre in ,,uestion hm.1 loot hit; head. 

(iv) ;oloured priaone..0 of w.,.tv ,aes.x) 	 n 
head with rifles calW proadod with *)ayonoto. 

(v) it 	prieonor of war WEI:i 

(v1) 	11,000 1.1ria,..ilom 
etni_fed or ocuto 	 :•;Or0 ps..ovlded it i ti, 1,.:aCet2onte sarAitnxv 
arranirutmito and :vadieal attaition• 	he ah;ti.i.o,.; latoinoi3 whtht: 
the 	 hnd 	rioon 	 cal the co; , fiited tentf3a 
aron. 	any centhalindoubtedly re.-31..1toc: .:2ror) the totally 
inndef:unto 71edje!!1 etoren rfn • th0 	 10 ; tr)licui 
authorities to co-oporate with the vittA) 	off -lcore. 

(vii) 	 t.0 	1)(Xid.inEt 	 tee SLllt:. 
clothirti: non-ex:Latent. 	t)nri dri4;onore wore crowded. into a 
ainele blvouoci• -here tae; 	nceoritiontio4 tithe 
ounrtero until 	 teats woro oroctod entirely through 
the initiative of ttxt 	 ost 	thn 
i)riaoriern 	 ttiptio 	71 Iltaf t) 	::):?:H1.:1 ill 0..' 1.:1:0S0 
oon(litiOT10 	 ijtent hardahim. 

5. 	 Wolk, ti•itoro::•1.(.46 on or about 16th 
:_ietolyo-tt,1!)/1?, 	'•' 1„olip n throo-da,j.  'ouniey for vaHich thoy 
were crowded :.nt:) lorriea 	tmilora a:zd worc afferfAled a short 
holt on1:7...-vory 1:,hron :101;rn. 	any as the dria:,11o1•d wore 
1-3tlfforin! Dew), 014; fr../..; dzilloritory and were t.)eten forced to 
use ti -.o 	on or th.7 crowded vohielcs for :Ant :rill purl-x...11ot). 

6, 	it ":nrunnh ;.;arap• 	 194: p 
no bl r.keta or boddtai. • ,c.) --o ionuod 	-orIty)nort3 1.;!1,3. to lie ()II 
the bfiree floor. ;lark: 	 worn tlioc!‘Arcod from thc ' 
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botoo:: tht:d-  wez..e euret.. 

wituesoed 	leaving hosiAtal. 101:o IvW. to be cnrr1P.)(1. 
on to n truck. •Iiphtheriy oases GPO :wet ince 

(130:xirgej rpm hospitrA nfter only 14 df.vs. 

13th oveub ,r,l rjikl, 1,000 prL:, 7.1orF.1 :.)C war we.) tnkoLl 
.L'op c,-7-.)nritation to tray. .*,t 	01,./:  b struni; fulci reLx)nted 
rio:irencotetions by the ..:ritinh 	officer's that tho 
trunbor of forl 00110PS ernbarlted wnzi 	to 110. '.ho 
(Ii:nitione on boare the ship 	 .11the 
i)'ieoilers were kopt below tee. in o 6:.)nce 	 then 

V;e:kr, 	2.` on for nil 	than to Olt, zlown. 
nuill ,  were of :11 oufferini; 	dzfat.,:nte2 n4 ()az/ a rea nt 

we ,o 	to visit 	 deck. 

'ho tthip vello torpoc.oe 	1. I1t the vodage ahc: 31nce 
thfi 	 wtamcrovidod 	 there .eiere onlj 

nurvivi)re. 

L. 	lthotil. the tnlinn 	 LIG/ see:: t., 
03' thi .se brosel.en 	tho . 	EJOL.411:13 0, 	01,761A i 	b,. 
ilea 01' the airiel.ltion 	au :)ply unier condition:: :LC coml. 

wariare o of nilitary exigency, the =,:ol.meil aro A, aware o.1, 
any exe:.se thtit (On be adihmed ...OP tests <.ollburnt,o 111— 
treatneht of ,11c‘mcri3 o; war, inoliglini; CVO; aho:ItInu,for the 
ovaida'.10 neciect of 	priz-ionora and for the 6.;oi5raccru.1 
con 	.1inaer which priocnors were --nbar,'&11). -  30n, 

therel'ore, to recjietit tlrit r. 
etiot-,Eb to ,.!or.vitniento the foregoinc ovidoii‘,,cci to the _ roteeIing 
eower l'or tranaralecion to the trsl.Si.traLovonuiont, to re_ liire 
fret') the 	(•ovc:rrinc,,lit =eh 	 in,y be 
forthcorailic of them crolsve 1,)rwIcheo of the 	 or 
•,:onvention lit c•to tieriand. 	rat ice a ttiat the Italian oi'ficore 
r, u10_ othor ranks ron:::,;n3ilan !Inv() 	coitk:isray )untuhed. 

3.14 the ea.:43014c of" 	;.MtiOftlet011:.." reePiLro tile 
ever,:ulent . •;r3,/ 1)e aarDxfict tt-r-zt ...to h!)(3 been taken, }'or the 

,)Iirdoses 	retributiw 	,-,.:o r;A;n.)(), rt e the rolevaLt 

yt 

Ote. • 
Ld• • • -.2.;!2ort• 
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..;011143 	108109 captain lidward Theodore GILB~..(T, j•  • !?• • 	let battalion. 
the L-Therwood Foresters, attsehed 22nd Guards ale. 

• • He was first oeptured by the (GermAns rye .r 	on the 1) June wtrttlered to 
rowrg the some day. Fe got nut of 71bruk A. the eeresee were rocupying thin town -n the 
2f june 42, but was recaptured on the 	June en the beach North of fee:P!1" while escaping 

He was later aiAlt to 11....Paa-LALI where he was allowed to work in the , 2.0.14%, Camp for 
four montha. ;..ater sent to 1177.:31. 	%frig-, evacuated from Tripoli per J.S. "S0/1.1.0N" 
with many other 	on 13 how. 42. !h next day this ship wee torpedoed and sunk by a 
British submarine which.  rescued him and A few other eurvivors and took them to 
:270',Iroe returned from :.alta to 	 on 2 JAn. 43 by the 	 7)°", reaching 
Jeld0 on 5 Jan. 43. 

Interrogated by 	At i.AALa on 14 Jan. 43 .Rai Again on the 26 J'.n. 4'. 

Ja1;,,t. ($.11,10 who wis allowed 	the iteiiane to run the .e ..s.jamp at Benghazi durin,. 
the greater part of is captivity, has given the following short account of his personal 
experiences from t.lan date of his first asyture until he reached 4.alta. A fuller aocouet 
has been furW.shed by him to the :iritish .uthorities in Felt*. 

1. 	.4.%:%::,0 

3ouroe was first captured by the Germans with his Dattalion at a point between T. 
and yam: PIi.06TitIA0at(approx.) 15.00 hrg. on the 19 June 42 while engaging the 

approaohing enemy with small arms fire, bat managed to escape at 16.00 hrs. the same day 16 
an ambulance with five of his section plum three wounded. ei_L the '..qher INounde4 had been 
evacuated earlier in the day. ;.i4 i,r we driving away one of his section, ete. JENNIi■;G:i 
(aeg. No. ending in "X,4, was shot while in theambuIance by the Germans who opened fire on 
this withdrawing Aed Cross vehicle. he ws admitted that evening to the Deeoh hospital at 
i7obruk. 3ource sustained A alight graze wound in this break. 

At about 17.50 hrs. - ,ource reached tl!e beach lesnital et 'obrue where the oasulaties 
were admitted. 

After capturing Tobruk on the 2(, June 42 the (Amens took over the Beach 
also but in the meantime .ir;ui.04 together with the remaining four of his section and two 
other officers (Capt. ;1/.;'V-A and Capt. 	both. 	who has Awed to go with hi, , 
*lipped out of Tobruk. before doing so Souroe hakel Lt. Col. 'AIM; 	who was 0.C. 
Beach 40spital (1.0.09th Light Field'Ambulanoe) whether he was'needed and if not whether 
he might esoape bank to our lines. The n.J. wished hie, luck and told him to try if he 
thought he hAl a chance. At about 14.00'hra. on the 2n June 42 ouroe drove another 
ambulance, in which were his party, on to the road and joined a errlan column moving along  

the 	road. ois ambulance aroused no aUspi6ion in the (;erman convoy. ;gout 12 :*lies 
towards B/00/41 the eight of 3 cheok-rust made him turn off the ro'1 down a 4Adi towards the 
coast. '':ere -:aurae and. U6 party destroyti tre ambulanon rand then hii; 4 i.lerman se'roh 
large soon found the destroyvki ambularyze hu, failei to locete thee. At 3eak they started 
off on fe )t. ney walked and hid for the next three niehts and days without provisions of 
food or rwter. eshe, deg down in the Beni near the beao ard drank braokish weter,, At 
about 	hrn. on the 2j iuno.41' they were reoa;!tared b a .Axed .Ltalian and Aman 
i.,atrolanl taken back. ;On the way the;. passed Brigadier .2:.:.e.L;;:c, 	and Ca!A. 

elan -t. Cmdr.  	of the Vavyd.' 

Cn being recaptured they were all itmediately'ut on a trunk mid driven to aomewhut.e 

in the region of domba where 	were all ;,seven of thee herded into e tiny room for the 
niefit (2J-24 June 42,. 

:here was absolutely no ventilation in this room which had obviously been used 

quite recently for el purposos. 
It was at tele place that r.:1!,-;.1)G3 of Source'* section was struck by the but , oi 

rifle in the back by one of the sentries (an Itnelae L'Arabinier) for no alTnrent reeann ,e! 

when oaree tried to interfere ho also. was :eaten, being.  struck in the back and Chest te, 

rifle butt. eeuroe bed sustnined'a fracture,' rib the day before his en: ture At El edam- 
alestrino, and this treatment at :aomba, frllowin6 on ti,c three-Iva' trudLo *ile en ier.v 

Lne, to 	e anti bal4 blistered feet, did hot improve matters. 

)n the 24 June 42 they were all driver te 7mimi by truck whore they new some other 
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p.o.w. Source and party r d not yet been given any foo'!. or writer because, they :7ert 
told, they had refused to answer the questions ;.'ut to them by th German Intellitnoe 
Oftioena. at point of reoaptoi-a North of abut, who wanted to know (1) wily :obruk 
fallen so easily? (2) "sere there any more of our troops down the Wadis? 

From Tmimi they were transported that night by truck to'Deena where they caught up 
*ith the main body of P.O.W. oaptured at Tobruk. Here Souroe and the others.: were paraded 
in a filthy oourtyard while they were all systematisaily looted under the supervision of the 
Ytalian Commandant. Watches, cigarette oase, fountain pens, oamera:1, rings, Etc, every- 
thing that could be stolen was grabbed and foroibly taken from the 	by the guards and 
others openly and in the presenoe of the Italian Cormaandant. One subaltern in the 
smashed his oamera rather than surrender it and was promptly set upon end beaten by the 
Italian guards, his glasses being knocked off in the process. When 3ouroe and eme other 
tried to assist him they were driven back at the point of the bayonet. 

On the night of the 24-25 June 42, Source with the majority'  of the p.o.w. nfficen:J 
men, had to sleep on the bare• ground in a graveyard. There were no tents, groundsheets -r 
blankets and as it rained during the night they all got drenched. Two men were shot that 
night by the guprri- for no reason .-ther than expressing the desire to g' to the latrines. 
Ti-e one lie.:', soon 0"ter ';1111e the other was severely wounded in the buttocks. ::001,1"00 
took the latter with him when they were transported to BARCE on the 25th June, 42, and 
sent him to hospital there. 

Source and his party were kept at 3ARCE for three days. On the whole, conditions 
and treatment here were better than in the previous P.O.W. camps. 

3. P.O.W. AT BENGHAZOC M.Os. CHAPLAINS. ETC:- 
Source was taken to BENGHAZI by truck about the 29 June 42 together With many other 

mak= P.O.W. officers. On arrival there he found there were already about 16,000 P.O.W. 
in a P.O.W. Camp enclosed by barbed wire, next to the officers' pen. All these men were 
in a distressing state of hunger, thirst and illness. There was no organisation and no 
medical attention except an abortive and criminal effort by %, few medical Italians who 
took absolutely no interest in their work. 

The P.O.W. Medical Officers in the Camp (who had arrived there with Source) were:- 

Major FRYN 
Capt. PUTTER ) 
Capt. LEAHNER ) 	All 
Capt. ALLAN 	) 	R:A.M.C. 
Capt. FISH 
Capt. GILBERT 
Capt. VAN HEERDEN ) 
Capt. WRIGHT 	) 	S.A.M.C.  

All these M.O.s got permission from the Italians to stay at BENGHAZI and look after 
the P.O.W. Major PUN took charge. Unfortunately, however he fell ill 2-3 days later 
and had to be taken away from the camp. He was subsequent]; sent to Italy by Hospital 
ship. Source was then asked by the other M.Os. to take charge of this P.O.W. Camp which 
he did. 

Two days later a large party of P.O.W., M,Os. passed through BiZICJIAZI and as the 
number of P.O.W. in the camp had in the meantime risen to just over 24,000, Source asked 
fur further M,Os, to stay and help. The following further M.Os. volunteered and stayed 
at BENGHAZI:- 

Capt. SOUTIORLAND) 
Capt. TURNER 	) 
Capt. MIRKIN ) 
Capt. GOLDIN ) 
Capt. LEWIN ; 
Capt. HEWER )) 
Capt. RABKIN ) 

Three South African Padres viz. Capt. KNIGHT, Capt. RODGER and Capt. OIDONNELL who 
volunteered to stay at BENGHAZI, were of great assistance in various ways throughout 
Souroe's stay at this P.O.W. Camp. 

Capt. JOHNSTON of 4th HUSSARS also remained at BENGHAZI P.O.W. Camp as Sanitary 
Offioer and did valuable work. He escaped 3 weeks later but was recaptured in a poor 
state after covering considerable distances over a period of 15-20 days. H. was then sent 
to Italy by air within a few days with other officers. 

4, CONDITIONS IN BENGHAZI (SIDI HUSSAIN) P.O.W. CAMP:) 
(a) Sanitation:- 

None except very shallow open trenches for latrines. At no time was latrine paper 
or substitute supplied. Anyone who has suffered from even the mildest attack of dysenter: 
will understand what this means. Certain fiptio conlitinns soon 

/t1rose 
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113 h ruzult.. ,o,11-,h.,u1611 th 1A1 wi:s 	6ro:..t 	

▪ 	

i'IKALI 1,110 puv 
lemons, eta. "blob 	a,1ked. the Italians to allow hid 

u.:30 l'or this gur.pose. they nil:used his re..lueut. In the ei.o.oAL.:starleea 
rightly oonsiders their rartisl LU 	tof unreasonable and uito tumecessary eruelty. 
.:'huir object beint; to try to de.:-.oruliao our ..(en in ever, possible way. 

There wore 110 klUatiOlki raeilitiula for washint; or disinfestution. which soon 
rulted in 1.44e(tation with lioe. PortunLitely that o was 	ty-L.jhus. 

( b; ..ceoLl.iodatIont  
lone at i'irst; the _..o.w. h1 to lie m the bore ,:,riund in the r..)..en sij and 

JAttor it con:dated el uivouac rounds 	.1)stky six au h ,/er tont. ;;..). 
bla41,--eta and na 13%3(14141/4i. r4:ho 	wa.s fully ex-,yosa.ti.o the elm:lents ant w 	tt the 
side 4.1; 0. lardo LR,i■.:),,y depot 	:Aar tauteriLl. There 	ft) atteakt at f1oodli6h1.ini; 
:And nO atnOr sin Of reaosaition. 	ai.i.,ioachin6 the .talian authorities with it 
YIvVI to an improveluent in the oonditionat  the 	vier. told tht 1,1cse ':ere trksh:dt 
ondition. e:11.1113:513 "trixuit" conditions, however, 	for nearly five 

( ad 	i;OC,ki 

	

J.& per ;Liara. 13 (o, 	the hopert 	 „1:111/12 (.14:ted 
hOt 1.01' 	weeks. 

,,naroo and the ,-.11for o icrb WOIV cy /Lear 	:;141% .]y de_ ot at Benjuzi, 
i. was pousible i'or tie. i. 	steaj. some artieles of f(xxi to st41,  ic,.(eht the kie4497e 
diet. The need to ao ao wb.s L;rat. 	tooth..r with Us.,i)t. JItUN ( mentionea 

:,ection 3 	 o 46 tins or jala, vrithout Ivhich it t4,;t have 'been very 
.iirfiau:Lt for the 	to crazT.,, on t4eir arduotia work for the first 2'1. wee-43. 
Later :.;0111VA3 	 tit= whioi Oatin tn.ieful for tho.a J0311 atto -.irtini, Ui 

wore ow; 	,4iven any ..rat O. au..,::.titute. J-..fter 21 tla,s 
henghazi 3)urce a,?,,ea.led to the It lian authorities to „rovi(i'e o..;_ual rations (as for 

lixA fronti-ine troops) for our iwisoners of w:a. but aoh rations were nevel. irovided. 
'.,lce..taient at tae .....". 4;amp 7 I:1..3. fro:3 12ri.poii 	a little b‘..tte:. • 

( • 	 ea  
Lion at a.11 i'or the first 	 l'hurearter a number v;.ayin. 

wee:, i)01 1;41.(1. 	oig..rette a;.; 	viol%)xviied iurin t'no 	1: 0.a..- 3 
Oa.tp; 

(ei 	of odieinea asui  
.iouroe eon:J.:lex:3 what t it • 	,)tlier 	 ovided. 1.4 . ho 

:.talians to our K.Ua.ii tae 	

• 	

ca..(p and tr)spital , ;t !iTak;has

▪  

i were not tithtfieient 
to oo 	ii.h .4.1,1 	 the aick. It ses::10(1 to the • 0, 
ouri on with the..e totU.y inade uatc suj1ioswhich they tria.L to sul.)L:le.xeat by 
o 	ierable 1.41. 0Vialitij; le  

Bad Idt)(1.1iiiA1 tct.onL 	the 	: 
21113111 Vit31V 	c.:rtain aulaber u.. de-_ths, in the isolati..)n w:.7.4‘t of the 

he,,..ital where diphtheriaa kuld 	infectiouf, c4!.se.. were treated., 	whieh the 
Its 	are eatirold ru 	u.Lo1  n Luseount of their dark/ in evacuation, -failure 
to realise the 34;nifioance of the oundition oi-  the sick and laza of :nowled,e or the 
subject involved,. c.:sliecial.ly diptheria, •.;-411.- o,:,,- considers that .,-(est of the 67 
viho dic(1 ootiid have reoovered from their iline e with :uleuttte !ftedioiness, VGA and 

It Iva:, on..V after ..;,)uroe ..I.v,rok,ichoa the iltalian udiea1 ,,uthorities iti 
al.)_•eul that they 1111/13; rii1i..e the zerioushes:.:. of the .t Ivs.i.oal state of the 
they irOvided a hospital for the 	 desoribod in the Rer,ort n k)ayt. 
—eittioned above. 

Medi al ' tention b 
The care of these 	 atBenghazi w- onz; who, -, they-. was e-. 

reaiz or diphtheria and (13r1301ate/y Ilati a most sovere siodioal test. _11 the .1;a. 
-■:hu worked with 'ouree did so without respite and rezardless or their. tutlernoul.ishment, 
and illness. iSter a tine .a1y 4. :.:.os. wero left at the hospital and 7 at the etv.o. 

For the first Z. weeks the 

• 	

were moeivini; the same r tions et the u althou 
orking continuously in the ir.lurs of lij.tt and often at night. It was not until they 

Uegan tr.,  show signs of collapse that a little extra food W 3 :iven to the; very j ittlu 
ox:tra 
(h) 	. tleat of rotootkl o. 111101. 

troatient of lc) 	e. Utt.:; little better than that of all the ot11,:r 
never allowoi to o about without a guard. The Chaplains, however, 

wore allowed to Isove about freely. 
(1..) i(CL l L;ross and . - roteotinc, . 

rirr—ouzh.lut '.i-,uree'z stay at "',on3hasi LLnd Trii.)oli not one siI4r,le representative 
0;.' the international Red Gross or of th- • rotecting 'lower visited the .UO4. 

failure of thei..m1 (ross to -viait these ati..is was a tf,re..•t disappointment to all the _.o.w. 
internea thco. 11 Red ()rots narcels wire ever received at ttlose 	tkuvs. ..soUree 

haS as.?.c..d that this :aatter be inve.Itigated as he considers that such paruels wur 
re..;eived by the 'Italian a.tithorities out withlielLi ;sad 	.i..‘r.Latcd. tryr the.:. 

/(Thila 
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while et 3enehnei e.uree .retie a reute,t -n 	7,coasin- te be ire r- 

viewel by eenerel ehetellnni, the Arecenr of the Italian Leeleal eervlee. 
.although ;eurce knew that 'ee wne in 4enghezi nt the time the reeneat VC.A refusel. 
(j) eeertselss- 

'Then en one ece- einn the e.e.F. bombed Leeehezi harbour-  end destroyed two 
zee_ es, the merning cup of coffee was stopped ffir a fortnight for elI she z.e.,. 
ehen is is remembered that the e .'.%W. were gi ven nethine until hdddny every ley 
but 14 swill cup of 'Mentz" coffee at (7. -‘7! hrs. with notHin, to emt) it will 
be reelised how muoh thee eiseei t ie little e-rning cue of atieu ant. 

:;ot only the guards but even te leaiien J reme :celetnnd-nt and  lta:eien 
Aedical nffioers  indulged in open `arter with our men, tnkine edventeee of their 
::roving ror eigerettes to strIke erd bnreains e.g. only 2(1 eigerettes of inferier 
eeelity were elven in exelinee fee* a wetch worth 10 :ounde :t.erline. :he , teliene 
berteee ry ,snly and tsrazerly vtthout the least lemrenction or she me, end with 
eomelete diereeard for theiv rank en: ere:'r-:esilo.. 1' le ereetic= took elece every 
dee erl :num,* he' tercet liffieulty in persuniing the :tellen Wet%s. in the 
anf 	to stop bertering in onier to hurry the urgent cesee to heseitel. 

7th e view to keeping orier end liecipline enuree asked for end wee 
erented eoreiseion be the 7teliens to run the interne' arreneeeenee of ehe ceeee 
l!ct institeted his ewn eoiioe farce and a court of trial, since mnny of the 
were driven to oriminel acts Against their comredem by the enhearable shortage 
of food, enok of eleerettee, etc. etc. e.e, letrine seets were stolen nni used 
as feel to provide somethine hot to eat - with a renuetene rise it dyseotere; 
food and °lathing wes etolen to exohanee for cigarette's from the guard. It is 
not surprising that under such ceoditions instances of violence anti deeredation 
took place among the e.o.w. neee 'e.1 to be checked end •repressed with n firm 
hand. 2::e euniahment ource iejoaed e e eenerelly to held ).3ck 4 c:Ain i ts food for 
a day. 	doing aes e•exce wee (Ale to necumuLete n amen supely of bully beef, 
biscuits, etc. from which he provided esceeeni with the necessary foodstuffs 
for their journeys. 

7. 	 -e O. W. 
the 	who bed all day in which to do nothing started to make little 

souvenirs, according to their craft, others to drew pietures etc. e;ource gnve 
this eanteme every eneoeregement in the temp until eleost everybody wam engaged 
in one :very or another. -exhIbitiona of .,rt ani erefte were held in .help to 
stimulate their interest. 

it concert-party was etnrted and became A ereet success. 	The - Con. 
had a guitar, a piano-accordion and s trumpet of their own (net erevided by the 
italiana) and took greet interest in the eusio. eouree had great eelp in this 
copneotion from ;pl. Jack Goldwhite, .orcesters, (late iced ne: Ports) 	he 
music helped considerably to keep ue the -oral,. 	recreetien or enterteimeent 
was erovided by the Italians. 

eeeilee. 
7-enre1414DA 	 Al  B  

.rhis .;aep, known ae ;amp l3, oontaining LAkhe, eumjebis, Ghurkas and 
..401ratta4, was a diffieu. oame to run. .'he eris'euthorities, tekine advantage 
or the internal troebie, broueht two eikh gents to onrry out . ro-exis rneeeeeee 

amonest the inmates and to endeavour 	obtain volunteerS to eo over to the exis. 
e:ource started coanter-propaganda talke with seme sueoess but he wee 

taken before the Italian Jammandant and wes told that if ee persisted in "is 
'aetivitiee" he woeld be sent eway immediately end thet the men wouli be merle to 
suffer. eeource beeievee that it wee on aceoent of this tiro his other eeei-eeis 
activities that un the lath eeeober, 1142, ee vee hureiedle tatee aveli ender esoort, 
put on a truck and sent to :rieoli where ee we -  ee. allowed to carry en any 
edeioietretive Job. 

). 	  
LIMO Euroeenn ;.C,W. were taken out at eeneeazi on eetiguce but on 

lieeovering that the work they were put to ao was eirectie coeeeroed with the 
axis war efforts most of them r!fused to work. The fee that lid not refuse of 
their own accord were sone made to reaeise the seenirioance of working for the 
Axis. es a result of this no ehites we:e teken eut again to et:wk. 

The :ndtan soi :eeeth ..Titan oeeoured p.e.w. 'wore then taken end 
compelled to work and t ose who refused were ill-treetel. In ordee, iewever, to 
tak advantage of eircumstences these i7t.O.w. were Instructed by our own trained 

1,1f W 3 	' 

W;t%Al.c5fgeloir46ages8g VrIttWr4Af 144.t14;n441.1Yci4eped IrtIms krtb 
water an 

put send into tee eetrel tanks ee enemy eeeeeeee. 
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lthough the fool rrevidel for tee eritish end imeerial e.o.w. wee very 

eoer ane well below the eenieele  re uered for himan beines, that er- vieme for tee 
eiehtine wench w infiniteey were', *rho ilehtiog 	;ere rorued to work, 
lending en1 unloading, ammunition 'led all other war materials. 'ellen eeurae remonstrated 
etebet this, tee :talian eommendant flerel up and stated that trey were irregular 
troops and did not come under ;he lewa of internetionei werfare. 	eouroe then 
t - rotened to report tee eomeolxient but was for 	 his eefice. 

11. 	S;;;Al?, 011GA1+TLeTIO:: eT 	' •• 
e
1
kC
11 r 10 

A 	• 
•• 

 

:'his information is " 	eeeeee" ane is beiee namkee erom all 
exoeet tle' erne -erance lemedietely eoncernee. 

;7efortunetely meet of the esceeees were recaptured and were very badly .  
teeeted be the etalians (:Ale :section 17 of eeeort on ear e. ilean 	Ale/ea./12 
datlu 11 Jan. 43,. :n ad Ation to :her fereee of rnaitre'tment they were 
invariably kept ohnined and eithout lood for longer pi.lii0Us than meetioned by 
.:r pt. Allan. 3ouroe was obliged to apeeal to the Italians 	oeoh ogee for 
their release. 

12. 	eece iseeeeee, .'e ;lei; eel: 
leouroe and about ;je ether p.e.w. ..,ere taken from eenehezi on the 1th ect. 

42. in trucks (in which they were dreeifully crneeei; teeir destination being 
Tripoli. 

The first night they stopped at e 
The second night they stopped at :art°. 
:he third night they stopped at eliten. 
They arrived at a - 0.1e eame 7 elms. free. 're.seli on the :1 eut. ee. 
The food for the trip •r45:- 1 tin of :teller, bully And n Yew bisouite 
ear man per day. 

transit camps were as at eenehezi, but not so cramped. 
"gavelling conditions, however, were ereadful. 'he truoka were rarely 

stopeel; es a result the sides and baca of the trucks were soiled by the excrete 
of our men most of whom were sufferine from dysentery and for aeon ebselutely no 
consideration was shown. 

WeeeTATION 	 reMel TO 'TALI: 
et about 15.(e) hrs. on the 13 eov. 42 eource as the only oeficer, aoeompaniee 

lel° of our p.o.w. from the JeCeee camp to the aeanish dole in Tripoli ',Arbour from 
where they were to be embarked on the s.e. "eeeelelee" for Italy. ehis wee a amen 
eeal burner or about 16J0 tons. 

All these men were allotted a hold in dirty condition enu large enough to 
accommodete perhaps Ye° men lying down. 	the number of p.o.e. put in thif, 
hold had already exoeeded tele figure, eource remonstreted with the Italian Officer 
,ememanding the ship spinet the inhuman overcrowding but no notice wen tekenee his 
erotests. 	Later when teis number hal been moee than doubled eouroo strongly 
protested again'  pointing out the ehyeical impossibility of packing auy more men 
into this small hold. euah to eoeroe's relief embarkation of p.o.w. stoeped when 
men had been taken on boar!. (:'eanks to source's repeated protests 200 p.o.w. 
remained behind at Tripoli thus escaping the tregedy which followed). By this time, 
however, they were so cramped together that it wPS quite impomeede for tree to adopt 
any position more comfortable than to sitting one on the bottom of the hold. No 
blen.ets were provided. 

The food issued to tee p.o.e. f!..)r the three days' votesee to :tale oelaseetee 
in all of two tins of Italian bully and A few buiscuits per man. 

Ail these 110 p.o.e. were ill, eoet of them muffering from varyine degrees of 
dysentery. The latrine nouommodetion was hopelessly inadequate. 

After an appeal to and rested discuasion with the etalian eefecer ireohs ge 
of the p.o.w. eeurue was allowed to brine up on deck: five men At a time to use the 
latrines; but since a narrow ladder wes the only enans of exit aed entry, the 
erocess was a slow one. Wany of the een were se week from dysentery, etc. end froe 
the dreadful eonlitiens they had endured as e.o.e.. that they had greet difficulty tr 
climbing the ladder. 	any failed to control theeetives, veto results which were 
distreeeing both to the sink man and to time comrades. 

The 	eeeileon* left tripoli in the evening of tee 15 env. 4. 	ho life 
hxukets or substitutes were provided for the e.n.w. elthou h these were issued to 
the Italians. 	or were an life sevens ap nratus, 	 boets, wafts, etc. 

evaileble. 
- 5 - 	 /14. 
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!-:bout 2r.). 	eo 	14;"' e 	its way to !taly tire "IL011100°  
W311 etthekel by e 	aubmarine. 3y _thet time :source had obtained perpiseion 
:or some fifteen of reel :..or e eol1it,r?eu p.o.e. eatients to reeein on deck. Ve 118A 
managed also to conceal some neher e.e.ve silihng the winehee to enable them to 
breethe the fresh air on deck. 

he first inlioatfon if attack /ve they firing or a shell eA)1ch eaused some 
demeeo eo t:e: superstructure of the u::,eillon". et that time ,-.1eree 	aorting 
out some siok onming up tee lftider. the p.o.w. showed rewerkeble stoicisa: And eeee 
shou)ted to lam ".ghat wee tat.eir?". on the s'ur of the moment All thet ,;nuroe 
could think ef shyins,  wAs "-eta .7?.T'.`eT; and take eff yeur boots'. A few moments 
later annteer shell struck the shi end _euree wae celled a few yerde to see eceee 
woundtel 	deed. Immediately another seell found its iark followed 	a 
snort period of silence and then eherm w,s a very violent explosion; the ship iela 
been torpedoed. 

.:ecre Weld no euceealty then for -euree or the ethers to ieoide whet to do. 
hll on (look were flung eff the ship into the see with the shock of the explasion 
and ie the dark the ship seemed singly to diseppeer at once. 	wee 
aatioluteiy LM) cetueee e.e oecape for to e.o.w. in the hold, then hatoh of which 
waa battened dawn oxcart fcr a small opening about one yard square at the head of the 
ladder - the onle Nay out. 	.:oreever, although elurce 1-yd he tai i on embarkation 
to 4..e 	Jaetnin area 	'•'fieer in chere of the 0.e.‘v. "or ife ac'eett, 
none eel been iseeed. 

A little later, someone ..Jource thinks it war StAgt. 	 Louth African 
Throes, called 	eeee and eheea.etee get together in the water more or lesr in the 
same area. 

after n periael ef some 2re minutee ;leeseibly longer, the sheee of a submerine 
loemed up in tee dark eed whet, t:te were eeentuelly piked ue  they found teat it 
was 	 :.212 which hel! Punk the "Scillon". TY.e total nuMber 
of ilritien 	:weeriel troope req.:sled was 27 ineleline Therce,. 7.n e.eitlen 
a total of )6 itnlinne of the shine ere- were eieked up. Ul were teken to >>.1til 
on the submarine arriving there at about 1;.Or 	on the 15 !:ev, 

etourea feels he cannot speak too highly of the splendid behaviour of all the 
reeclued p.o.w. The fee who were injured were readily helped by the others in the sea. 

15. 	 .,7!„ 	TIRT7TflIT !(AN.  : 
Liouroe, hs Offiuer ...:ommanding Troops on the s'X'AN 7...IIND4;", returned from 

;alte nn'l reached Ilexandris or. the 2nd Jan. i 3. in adlition to a number of 
the re-cued riri ti 4i p.o.w. on boor! he Tea in eearee also of eiie Italian afri eerman 
p.o.w. who were being brought to the 1:.B. He has given the following infnrmatine 
regarding the treateent affordel to thecae 'exis 	nn board 	shit: *lich 
ceetrsets eore strikingly with that elven by the' :teliane to our p.o.e. 

:he Axis p.n.w. were provided with:- 
A) Blankete and :ealliesses, 

0)) three 'v ele and weoiesowe hot needs ear (Iv 
c) A :ertain number of oiearettea 

0) eatrine palter with adeeuete letrine accomodation 
0, soar 	aaeitare easblee faciliiee. 

vit:L  
in addition to the -.:7)s. eaplains and other personnel nlreedy mentioned 

for all terve .lone for th beeefit of t:ee p.e.w. Source wiehee to mention nlso 
the names of some of the O.R.s. for the good work they did and tee ensiderable help 
thee' ware to him eeeoueh the liffiell t leen, in eartieuler:- 

R.6.e, 	(25th Fieee 	 wag of exceptienal tele, 
Laneiel (2nd '.;e4eeron, fcr setting en exeeele by eecaping 

Sgt. 	- P.4.11...‘; 	5th Light Field Ambulance 
Upi. J;.cit 0ULi7hI77. 	(77oreeatere) Iale of 304.s , tc A ,  organising the 

eesicel entertatmeet. 
0.e.14 AABAIii, made e very creditable effort to escape but was recaptured 

after about 10-12 daps. 
Ueut. 	 R.T.R. also showed outstanding ccurage erd .eickness of 

thought and action when he escaped into 	men's camp in disguise to avoid being 
evacuate3 to Itale. ee finally etcaped and repohed gyrt barely. 

:ource considers that those 	an the others who elected to atay on at 
'eenehaei for the ealx o eh() p.o.w, se a Weele, eether than be evacuated to more 
eomfertable internment conditions in Fteler, did excellent work of which they can all be 
eroui, flier the eost exeeetionel trri creiog conditieee. 	 no exc.. 71.-1 of ftbrepit:Ir 

to all the e.o.w. 	 - 6 - 	 r. 
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•Che names of eale of the ftelian 	 even more than .-;there, were 
guilty of the abuses mentioned above are as follows:- 

1. Captain Felice 	 ..amp ,..,ommanuant at 1Junk,.hazi. `,ate resident of 

Alexandria, -L;gypt„ where he was a urwuinent member of the Italian Fascist 

Club). -tie We. 3 believed to be an Italian ,ecret 	 :.gent anu spears 

P,nglish fluently. 

2. Captain PAJAMA°. ‘;EUtip 2•Otilnlandant at Benghezi before Vismara. 

3. Lieut. 	 :sowed complete disregard of his professional 

duties. 

11-. Lieut. 	 Wilb insulting anu o.Clicious. fie uid everything possible to 

hinder the correct styply of rations to the 

5. Capt. Si'..G/41041 	 Althouen apparently etilte 	 he persiatud 

even more so than the °there, in the disgusting prautioe 	bartering with 

our men. 

arcs atnted that ,1:1.1 the a.bove were g..dity of bartering and complete lack 

of interfe t ever, In the 	 health and weltere of trte 

18. R3PORT -N  

Captain ,Jal..,BERT had read Report 14o, it.10/11/1 dated II oar,. 43, compiled by A.I.O. 

from information obtained from Capt. i 	Allan, 	 and eniorses everything that 

Capt.  Allan has stated regarding the trentment of the p.o.w. at Benghazi and the 

despicable conditions under which they were compelled to jive for nearly five months. 

I, the undersigned ?Award Theodore GT:37:V, British '..lubject by birth, born in 

Belfast, in 1911, Captain in thu :‘.a..:,.J., hereby declare upon oath on the Holy 

Bible that all the information contained in the foregoing eight pages, furnished 

by me to A.I.O., G.H.from ray personal experiences, is 

absolutely true and that the facts have been faithfully and aoJurately reaorded. 

Witsess my hand, this 28th day of January, 1943. 

(signed) 1;.T. Gr_xttlitr Capt. 

sworn and signed at A.I.O., 	 (.:A.i.A0) in the presence of:-  

1:01.:ALD3011) 

Capt. A.I.O., 

And in the presence of:- 

( 1. Capt. W. A. Te:T 	 

Iitnesses: 

2. ;,(r. T. ei,..3;.4 

At 	 this 28th day of January, 1943. 

;Labor A.I.O., 

Distribution:- 1  6 MAR 1943 

A.G.5. (I signed orig. 

Adv. 	 "A"  Force (1 

0,2.E., Mi. .,1•LE.F., 

S.0.(I) Ned. 

C.I.S.O., R.A.F. 

I.S.L.D. 

and 1 copy,, 

nignod Orig. and I copy) 

(1 signed Orig. and 1 copy) 

10.4. 

U.M.I.(3 

Air Adv. Censor 

V.W.e, (2) 

Warner 

R.A.F. 

M. i.; C. 

Coati. 
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howev,,r, wtrt infinitely bttr than the conAlti(ans .:xiting in all tht previous 

houstl in b• 	r 	s ml lheds, 'rith s1 	ing 

	

seconmod,ti:n in :ut1 	i.rbeis. 	 fiiiti 	were stisf,ctcry. 
The fro- nr-vilti 7Ps3 -n th.: same sc:L 	th. :t li:n s-.1diers, viz. 

. it 11.C2 	 c-lluctud i.u. 1 small tin -f 
.t 1jn tully bt,_f 	t:!; 	 I s: ..A.1 if' flf brn.vn bru..A per ,fricur; 
3/4.billy7cn •f ricL and 	ir.sh 	 was 111 f)r the 24 h urs. 

rhej remained sniy a. -few days at 

12. j4: 4..T 412  
; 	2) June 42, ._;:urce ws.s in t 	first 1Ach 	 t').1cavu 

for 	 ly truer:. ?hey 	thrt by 	furthur itest 	 ntt 
w-uL bQ bitter f -sr the 

Cn 	 1;:.:7...;GH-LI the inf -, rm-ti..- n 	 already there 
Vtr,3 th-A cn.itin 1-1.1:1 been. 7.n1 stiil -:tre 

The .S(ni r :.u. 	this eru:) -f six, :,7,1-r 	 late A' thu 14t.. 
lit jfl 	1,erldssin Cr 	th,) itctlir.ns t ins,itct the 	 This wns 

vb.iit 24,000 m(:;n, cl)sely p.ickut .n nn .,tn piece f ,runl•cncl-.sed with 
barbel wire fences, with nhly -1.few h 1pt1essly ina.kquatu 	trenches f.sr 1 , trints, 

lany men 	were aontely ill with . trsenttry wtrt-  lyin exp-sul nn the 
bre. 	se clal -nly in shirts rn1 sh.- rts, with:nit pr-tection from the sun 
!.nd 	-r fr"m the 0-11 nt nizht. i=n thLr 	 wh.-,  was c-Tturc1 nt the' 
be;zinninil -:f June w,s 	wnrking there an: statei th..t the  vailabl. Italian 

f&cilities 	this cam-) were utterly anl 
By lint 	insistence.cmd_ptrswlsi:an the 1:Titish .0. s. rtv i1 i uunn the 

Cammaninnt t- 	in due c urs, a tstal -f 	 and 	uth friann 
to remf,.in nt 	 i.t. n-t t bu ev,icustul t- Italy, f-ur f wh i 

nnl ;-perato 	h-slAtal with .20C 	in 	 tswn, fr the trcAnent -f the 
:pritish anl 	.4fric--in sick .;n1 - •ur:e:, 	Th_r 14 t rtmain• at the 	- 
Camp -nd tten0 	the sen them. 	his h-7int: by.r, - _ruel . t7 by thu  
number 	 nnl 	 -back, t 	ct• 

srderlits in the 	 ,Srican jhalaains 
vA.unto,--re to ren,. in 	 thr . u,h-ut their sty thci%. 

iffizcr. 	n1 -,...urs7'.nmA. (s ..7:1t -f 	w:J-c 	vnce3 in years 

	

-thers were .alry sick ”:ith lysentury -nl 	vr) 1t I J1 v-,lunteured to 
remain bchiml nt Y.JT (rath-r tban be tvnou-t.,! t 	c H'-rtable canlitins 
in Italy) in view 	tY% 	 ar.1 	 nur 	!at 

They 11 3 rile! - ut af1u-,us IutiJ .:re, un:ur th 	:st lifficult nt 
trying.ormditi-ns, f-r a peri.-)1 	rbout five :.--nths, -fr which thy werE is 
taken awv by the It - liins. to internment in 

13. CO1DITION3  I 	 -T 	:- 
The cohlitins in this 	Jamp wtrt t first inlescribably ba:, The mtv 

were very ;.1---)ssly -svercrpwle.:, in the 	en, sletidni: right up tfl 	 the 
1trint s its, often with the 	n1in ovur tht noun lntrint trenchus, fr 
sheer 1-.ck fce. In -4ue course 1rinuS wuru construott:1 by tht 
under the lirectin 	Captin 	 tht 	 wh 	v-luntttrJ,i t- 
behinl in•oriur 	help in the hycient in 	 the cam.-  Tht 
positi-:n rT this :;ar,p is sh-wn - n 

211... men hal 'tc. lie fl thu L.re 	•un1)  in th H:en, Ay n ni. ht, witn - ut 
t...rundsheets -r blankets'', In ect.:btr 1942 th.: ltJi.ns 	 2,300 b1:nkets f7r 
the 12,0tCP.C.- 	 in tht 	tht 	tu. 

• The- stAidar .1 .ily r ti n 1!tr mmr1 c:.nsiste3 	a small nt4. :-f "c-,ffee", - ne 
3rv,11 tin of 	bully bT anl a snail 1-.f of 'irtn: -f very bal quality All 
0-oEreasively -Itcru..sinz in 

.,Xter. the .first 	 sTA. uffrts rurt mate by thc 
.-ere very r-re. 0 .nsequently men btd-n' 	suMr fr- v. strvtin 

	

.-lysentc-ry n. exhi.A.t 	 1- i:ribLri an.: scurvy. 
(ieriburi her,qat 3riust::.! 	:t-s in n:si-itai). 	2his c n  it.i n hi I:Jet:11 fnresten 
17.'ur 	r.s. wh -  w-rnt' th. tlin 	t th binninT 7f July, 1)42, that the 

n-t psi ly subsist f-r ny .1)-)Jh 	time --II this st-..rws.ti - n 40t, 
wIs 1-me by thu 	 rumely this :.--:-.17.rnblc situntin. 

Fr 	stretches 	time thtn. 	 . bsenct- 	iru,:s n,1 ..rtssin,ss 
.c't this canl.. 	. 	.s. 	 .Tharc - .s1 Cby burniiv 	f,r th_ 

f lys-.nterz; 	 t 	; 
w - shci 	out u_ int 	..3,.111 	:;ti n6 f'- - r 	 first •'j 	t thi cr. 

t 
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The italinn 	 th -.t th. c - matt ns 	 not those 

re ;:u1,1r • 	 ut • f' 	7.n.nsit 	 This v-:,s their Gxcuse for the 

sh -Tt n . 	: r .ti res. 	n.e 	. • .. 	 .-‘._re "in transit"  for near. five 

c.-ntns. 

• It i 	ir1c th-t 	 Irersistently r...fuse 	 •ut the f:ur 

'..;ummer 	nth, effectivf...:.y t 	tackle tho 	7.1(--;••• - fv 	tin: the r.,:•.ny th-Als5n.l3 t:f 

.at 	 ;:r- ,;erly 	 s in .;ith,--d- 	 :. r Italy, on the. 

that they c 	n-t 	 --.r hir evf.e.u7.ti•- n. 	rhey 3..1 evacuate the::., 

Tever, in 	 1?!+2, • t th ti 	 •.hich ry 	that they-  c• u 

erisily hay 	 ',uch erlier if they h -.2 Tantel. 

There wrs -. seri •us utl re:1k •-.f i.bt.ria in the 	r.:n 2. the ItP.linns, fearing 

n 	 in ..")1G114,44I, ,rcre 1':vish in thir 	 -f J-tti-iMtheritiC serum, 

.sitive cases ,-,ere taken int -  tlic.! 	 h - s-2itl-.1. The cust 	was t: 

them 	f -,rtnizht in this 1:421ati n h 	 ‘vhere thy w:.•re kin ily tre".te.1 by the 

stsff (in th- 	 1 ;ini1e, but they were tht.n 

t an 	 ,-,en in the 	 vthrc; they 	 t ur 	the awe c-..n itione 

s the -•th,.7r 	 fe,lrin„ th -nst 

myocar - itis -.nt 	 lest 

3 	-"(.eks' fecuml..,ency in 	f r these c- seo, 	 • 

	

F:n 	 - n. 	 "tE. 	result 	this 

r.%ltrc, .tment. 

n - 	 -receive,' •-y the 	 t 	 Phc 

whic'r thr.= :nen 	 t -• th..dr next 	kin, ..nere hell 

l y 	 U3C: 	 ,),.14,.1 in:ex f r the; 1- .U.W. 	i. 
is cr.use 1. 	 -,n 	 n 	n• 	;nen c;..- 	un.:;:rtain 

,.heth(:r their frfniii,;.. :1% • 	 th•A they .•.• 	 the "3-oth ;.fri.;on 

jhapinins ma,le nnrtinni lists -f -.11 the 	 these t the 

f . 73-I1G11.741.  for transmissi -n t .-  the 	 n. thr-uzh him •ver the 7-..tican 

Snurcecijves that the vv 	- v 	 -sky 	 r.che' the British authlrities 

in this way, 

14. j,.1;DIZI: .1•.:.4 IN ;. 	 - 

The •-,ffieers were h-use : in 	 1:..rn-like ui1 jn ñ - se t.) the 

"211,•re 	:s 	 r 2 ,  in cinsely:4' ke I 	 t.•s. • 

nit 	ana 	 wer.• f ir1y reas Ay-..! 	 ho.1  been 

there vr.s 	 .v tr.r. 

The f0L C nsiste.: -ft - 

- 	1 small tin ;')f Italian Tully 	 :sion ) 

2/3 small 1,-,rif of trz:a.i - or 7--T, 	 24 h urs. 

1 mui..; 	"ccffe -• "  in the r. - rnin .-.  

The 	s. 1,4,.:)1-kin6 in th , 	 _ - t s-ne extra r- ti ,ns, ie, rice an'. 

fish, ni were ;ble 	'ouy 	 :he t•, t-.1 r - 	...er%: never suffioi.:;nt 

r seMi -starvation liet, 

15. aNDITLNS IN :Arrryil 1c3ii?—L  
The Italian -4.:eAcc..1 -uthlrities in conne,-.3ti -;n !-ith this 	 were vh-...st 

	

in 	 Evjl-CI T.titU 	 r - 	 th first

• month 	w - s later in c - .1_ .i.ete 	 rf the Itali -n r.ii_,-_-rviees in the 

rns 	hel-::ful. This 1-4Hs-.->it -.1 	 in 	 -t 

GIULLINA 	 t 	 first it hal. 	 :i a ter ex.an'.int, 	 . 
1. e'lical sup 	 thio 	 •7.1' 'rh - t the Ita1ia Eins•-•ital 

coull 	 41 +; tim,.:5 the ::•,e•liC-.1 	lien were quite in- 7 e(u- te. 

1-his, the Itr.=.1i- n.t- 	 V':.5 ?tie t,- th :•-•ritish IIv.1 11.- 7kr, e which causel 	hani 

t mouth existence t tirrs even f,- r• the Italions t 	 -s 	r 
mclical 

r7kti11:3 	 r.t this 	 fnr the tre 

•- t titnt,s. • the 	 .nt 

n. t 	 any -4 4;:h -d • in 

4, 4; times then.. 	s nr• oute 	 s, 	t nil tine:-,  ti- „.  re 

.*eute short - 	' 	in t)•-•! .-  h :•-r it 1, 	 • t." ..:.e::.te1:ex, 1942, 

it hn 	211 LX 	n 	f'r • 	2' 	t - 4 	 t t. -1.h the t -1;71 nurrer 

in 	:1 	 bucn r 	• 	 12,0•.-q  , ^.5 	r,:sult 

I 	t itt 6: sut of the total 	67 lcnths 

	

the 	 t -  the k.1- n itj - ns un er whioh thLy h-.,t been 

he'.1th 	.f 	 , A. on.-, 	 --.n.t 	 „,t 

tir.e1 	t even -.!Hn 	 - s 1t, .1 	 ui it ., 	the 1-es sufficient t -) c•-■pe with 

c, influx .-f si ;k, 
/Half . 



1726 

1 :1 

( 	: 
• 

• 

t 

t 

\ ^ 'i 

• • ti• -•n^, ',."-,111.7 7 

111 

4.; 	 • 

7.! 
In 

c-;• .1--  

• 

. 	. 	. 

r 
a"-•'ut 

73.7...71 yr: :6!1 	 1:. 
+ -i•r1 

-3.-  

C)f' 

• .‘s-_ - -rt, 	!! 	,• 
;:y• 

,v 	 • 	 t- 	 _ 

• , 	; 	yr 

- 	 01-1C1:1 

- 7 	- 	 1±.  • • -. .1;.; 

-7 3-k• 

C 	 •••7 IC: .; • . 

• \- 

1 



• 172. 
; 	. 	• : •- 

.;.i, . 	 • 

;.1. • 
by .t1t1.: 

,• ;;:,;;;.1;'.1 	• :;(_ 	 C' 

( 

	

11.7 	 ovc i 	 71" .'t r  

	

- 	• 	'; 	 r) 	1;1 	I • „ 	! 	 012-f 71. 	• , 
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INTERROGATION BY MIDDLE EAST OF EXChANGAD BRITISh 

  

    

PRIGONARd OF WAR April, 1943 . 

OURC4:-  Cpl. J.W. BRIGGS, M.M. of 5th Indian Div. Signals, who is 
still a P.O.W. in Italy, at P.O.W. Camp No. 70 (P.M.3300) 
near FERMO. 

Immediately before Lt./Col. G.F. CONDON, I.4.S., left the above 
mentioned P.O.W. Camp early in April '43 to be repatriated from BARI 
together with other protected personnel, Cpl. BRIGGS handed him a signed 
and witnessed note, on certain incidents he had personally seen as a 
P.O.W. in LIBYA and Italy, to bring over to G.11.Q., M.S.F. In spite 
of being searched three times, Lt./Col. CONDON was able to conceal 
and bring this note with.him. He handed it to A.I.O. on the 24th 
April 1943 and its contents are as follows:- 

BENGHAZI, 9th July 1942:- 

At Italian Red Cross lorry, clearly marked with the red cross on 
top, sides and back, driven by Italians, was being used to transport 
ammunition. 

(b1 BENGHAZI, 18th July 1942:- 

A British soldier (name unknown) was tied to a fence by the 
Italians for nine hours, for refusing to assist in unloading warlike 
stores such as small arms ammunition, spare parts etc., 

(c) BENGHAZI, 2nd Aug. 1942:- 

A Red Cross lorry, marked as per (a) above, driven by Germans, 
was being used to draw supplies from main supply base for combatant 
troops. 

(d) BENGHAZI, Aug. 1942:- 

Three P.O.W. escaped one day from the P.O.W. camp. One of them 
was later recaptured and was beaten across the face with a chain by the 
Italian guards. 

(e) BENGHAZI 9th Aug. 1942:-  

P.O.W. were compelled at the point of the bayonet to unload 
ammunition and were refused food and water all through the day. 

CP) BENGHAZI, 9th Aug. 1942:-  

A Sikh in civilian clothes came to the P.O.W. Camp with Germans 
to propagandize and coax I.O.Rs. into agreeing to assist the Axis 
Powers. Some 525 I.O.Rs., mostly Sikhs, from a total of over 4,000 
P.O.W. volunteered and left the following day. 

(g) BANGhAZI, 10th Aug. 1942:- 

Some British Prisoners were struck with rifle butts for refusing 
to unload ammunition. 

(h) BENGHAZI, 17th Aug. 1942:- 

All rations were stopped for IAURITIUS native 	for 
refusing to unload ammunition. 
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The iolla%inr, is a reaoat on easaa admitted to C.aserta Hospital 
whieh were actually seen :),y miaelf an, in the ease af several, attended 
to ays..1f. 

2ar aoau time in the first half of 1)L2, the Italian arena ut times 
bYou ht oat a Ivan of hate' about the bad we./ - "barearaael eau once the 
exprosaiin - in which the Imperial Government were treatina  oaatured Italian 
saldiers. aome complaints appeared to be uhiluieh and othern fAitastio, but 
one eomplaint in oartioular was that the Ilritish aovernmnt aaie ulamed far 
either sending Italian • ;••-• too far away e. o. aaatralia, or else for keepin„ 
them too lone  in il:typt in not proper established eamps, and in a olimate not 
editable to the Itali,n (for vetting no doubt the little variatidn in cliaate 
and that our hyaiene and saaitation in - 4;ypt fur exoelled that of the Italians 
even in Italy). Followino the 4, avell" Advance, it is well known how aulealy 
and efficiently the British aovarmaent evacuated to the Dominicna, numbers or 
Italian 	far in (=wan the wilber of our acn which they have captured 
altogether. 

Followina the fall of Tobruk, a larae nu,Oor of Imperial ?owes fell 
into Italian hands, perhaps ring around MU:at). 	months later, the 
Italian Government was hurriedly evacuating to Italy the last batch of our 
men in their hands, who were still in uamps around Tahruna and :Jwani-bel-
Adam. By the end of September, I heard from an "under„round" source in ita.:4 
there were 15,000 troops in Benghazi and Tripoli. It was evident in Italy 
that the Italian Government was not in ally hurry to evacuate her caativLal 
of various nationalities of our aspire to Italy. I am oonvinced that this 
was criminal negligenoe and a brutal reprisal on the part of the Italian 
Government in keep4gaese thausande and thousanes of aun in H. afriea and 
the treatment Aeted'but to them. they will find it hard to explain aa‘ay the 
large numbers of man who died in :leaps 152 and 153, and Denahazi who (lied a* 
a result of absolute starvutan and neglect. 

captured 	Doctors who will be able to ,ive firat hand 
information of the abhorrent, filthy and nealeeted conditions where thousands upon 
thousands of men had to exist in N. African Jamps, are aajor Zeeman .aaai43., 
captain AOntague Smith and Japtain !iaopherson and the A4V.,;. Griffiths ,:,„Jh.D. 
all still in enemy hands, and also Japt. ;:ustarde 	who was repatriated to 
IL E. in April, 1943. The latter peraonnaly reported a number of his complaints 
to the Internttional Red :Uwe aept., in Deoeaber, 1)42, at-Janerta Aosaital. 

Tewards the and of August, 1)42, oases began to arrive at Jaserta 
from J.A. of man suffering from constant diarrhoea and aarked loss oi wei,ht, 
but onoe in hospital rapidly improved and put on wei,ht. They brou,ht alamin,L 
stories of the diets in oamps and that oases of Beriberi were in Benghazi 
oampa and "dysentery" was wide spread throughout the Tripoli ..lampe. By the 
end of September, the oases were being admitted in larger numbers and becomirta 
worse and worse. The numbers increased rapidly, and by November and December, 
they were arriving in batches of hundreds. In Dece.her a batoh of over 20J 
arrived for admission a a few of these were seen by Dr. de Sells, Internationa/ 
Red Oros' Rept. I have never seen aerthing in all my life of such baaly starved 
men, and it is Impossible to describe a vivid picture Of haw those men aetually 
:looked. In one vase in particular an officer (Japt. Graham 9liver1 failed to 
reooenist his own batman whom he had parted from 4 months previously. In 
NoveMber and December, the number of deaths were' 6u each month, of which JJ to )j. 
alone were due to defioienqy diseases and dysentery. .hen I nay I saw well over 
a thousand oases, I feel I am underestimating. 

They arrived in varlyas nisi a-ille rangita6 fwa only a areaaeoat, ono 
boots or soaks etc.), some in shorts and shirts ar some fairly well clothed - leaot 
10; unshod. Particularly noticeable was that hardly 'ley had Italian elothiaa  on 
them. The clothes were filthy dirty and their bodies worse. 'aeveral oases I saw 
in which the seams of the shirts or greatoaats eta. literally shivered with moving 
lice. 	::nee told ole they had given up worrying about the lice. aots had beaun 
to ,ive up the last ahrede of hope - this later was raldly re ained on ,ettin, 
baok to cleanliness, nursin, ant: oars. 

i 
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A typical description of the ,ore serious ty:es:- Harked 
emaciation and marasmus - living skeletons with arms and legs little thicker 
than think broom handles. Skin with an laterio tint, dirty, dry and scaly which 
when rubbed between the fingers felt like tissue paper, and wnere rubbed a 
blister would appear. The skin hung loosely in some places but was drawn over 
the scalp - the foreheads were proilinent, eyes sunken and staring, mouth agape, 
face completely expressionless. Lips dry,cracked and with sores. Tongues 
vivid red, dry cracked and very ?ainful - gums easily bled, Ribs just covered 
with skin which sank deeply intercostally. Pot-bellied, some with cedeAatous 
ewealings or blebs on their abdomens with prominent veins. ,:law like huids 
with trem-ling fingers. Ankles swollen, oedeiatous and rery painful. Some 
expressed agony when asked to turn in bed, and I 	men of over )U years of age 
weep when asked to turn over for examination. 

Mentally, they were 7,:ry slow in comprhending what w%s said to the:„ 
and after some time would reply in a 61-f4 toneless slurring speech. Several 
men eiplained to 	they had "black-outs" and one in partiollar had "black-outs" 
every minute or so lasting from one to three minutes. These consisted in the 
man just staring at nothing, absolutely imaobile. I was fully five minutes 
getting a few of leis particulars that should have taken less than a minute. 
All were apathetic and listless and when they walked did so with a shuffling 
bait or dragging their feet. T.Tany had signs of marked perip:leral neuritis with 
dropped feet - many had nelhritio manifestations, BOAS pleural effusions, sole di mess 
of vision but nearly everyone had diarrhoea or dysentery. I maintain the greater 
majority by far was "starvation diarrhoea". 

It took some time before the Italian Doctors were convinced or allowed 
themselves to admit that the oases were those of deficiency diseases, and the 
diarrhoea not necessarily a dysentery. Earlier on every case was treated by 
them as dysentery, but R.A.M.C. Dootors won their way and treated the oases for 
"avitaminosis" which satisfied the Italians. 

These pathetio figures arrived in aqbulanoes or buses, a few on stretchers, 
others limping or helping each other, and the remainder just with the strength 
to walk. Some sat down where they got off too weak to walk; some said they had 
lost the power of their legs. One or two died shortly after admission, others 
lingered on for a few days or weeks and then suddenly snuffed out when a cold 
spell arrived, Many struggled on and eventually began to put on weight and 
improved. But some I left behind in Caserta who were over 4 to 6 months in bed. 
A great majority of these oases will never rid themselves of the affects of the 
starvation. Once convalescent, usually, they improved rapidly but numerous were 
the relapses of diarrhoea etc. 

The treatment, medicinally and dietetic, was a hopeless farce. Because 
invariably as diarrhoea was complained of the patient was put on to dysenteric 
treatment; bismuth and opium, fluids and later :ice. When food was allowed in 
2 meals a day and consisted of rice, cheese, wholewheat bread, (stale and sometimes 
uncooked), wine and, very irregularly, little fruit. If the diarrhoea persisted 
for more than 5 days (following an order I was informed) emetine injections were 
given daily in 0 gr. doses. In some oases no stools were even sent for 
examination baotoriologioally - seldom was the stool examined a fresh one by 
many hours - usually negative, but some entamoeba were found. One case had over 
30 emetine injections prior to admission to the hospital, and his stools had 
never been examined. Our protests were heated and invariably overridden by the 
Italian Doctors. No suoh things given as eggs, butter, milk except very rarely. 
It was our Red .rose parcels which gave us the tinned or powdered milk, butter or 
margarine, eggs, oustards and jellies, soups, broths, ovaltine and Bengers etc. 
and vitamins. The amount of fruit supplied was at a minimum, although it was 
in abundant supplies elsewhere, and supplying of it was very irregular. Officers 

used to by extra fruit and send it down to the men. The Italians seldom 
allowed permission to heat up or cook special dishes for the men. So everything 

had to be done in secret and thereby saved the lives of many men. 

The Italians wanted to blame the poor resistanoe of the 	to 
the Desert but to a great majority of Italian Doctors, the sight of the .men 
was a complete shook. Some even expressed apology to us that they should 

have been so treated. The excuse regarding the poor resistanoe the Italians 

/backed by 
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backed by saying their (xon men never Sot into this condition, and several 
informed me that dysentery was aIAost unknown in the Italian soldiers. There 
is no doubt that our men did riot get the same food as the Italian soldiers, nor 
what he was entitled to.-  Several men told me they never saw any fruit or fresh 
vegetables for over 2 months, but that the Italian soldier was getting lemons 
daily. More exact data can be had from .Japt. Austarie, Capt. Smith etc. 
regarding these diets. Another excuse was Lhat there was difficulty in 
getting sup7lies over to N. Afrioa - on the other, .the Italian soldier got 
his food to keep him above starvation. 

A bitter complaint regarding the medical department was that they oould 
not get any methodical treatment fr-J.n the Italians. Invariaoly no treatment was 
given, and to receive hospital treatment one hid to have a high teiperature or be 
almo6t moribund. In fact several "chronic" cases were removeu to hospital who 
died in a day or so later. Thirdly, there were on innumerable occasions no 
drugs on hand to treat them. Our Doctors were powerless in camps to do anything. 

It is impossible to compr6hend why the Italian Govermnent allowed Any 
thousands of our men to L,et into such a filthy and lousy condition. They arrived 
in Italy 914; inadequately unclothed; 10,1 unshod. They came off coal steamers 
covered black with filth where they had been battened down for 72 hours under 
the foulest conditions imaginable. Men with diarrhoea (having stools up to 
30 times a day) were made to walk off these ships. In several oases, carried off 
by their own mates who could just manage to get along themselves. Men told me 
they reported sick, time and time again, their condition to Italian Doctors, but 
got no treatment. On their voyage across they saw no M.O. at all. Those of 
course who came on the Hospital Ships received satisfactory treatment. 

Can the Italian Medical Dept. explain how men were allowed to ,o about 
()amps for weeks and weeks with diarrhoea, and receive no treatment? Men vo:aiting 
and blood and mucous in their stools given a dose of medicine and told to return 
next day on ordinary rations and so on until they collapsed from shock. Complainte 
to me of this nature were so numerous that they became monotonous. Our )!.Os. 
in camps did everything in their power but got nowhere. In Caserta Hospital I 
only saw the cases who were bad enough to be sent to hospital. Many of these 
oases were kept for only 2 to 3 days and then transferred on to other :lospitals, 
although the British Doctors tried to prevent several igen unfit from travelling. 
For over two years I came into constant contact with Italian chaotic inefficiency 
and ignorance, but I cannot reason in any other way but that these conditions 
and results were those of criminal negligence and brutal reprisals. (In Italy 
itself, conditions of starvation are happening to Jugo-slave and Czechs (as seen 
by our M.09.) on almost similar lines of N.A. Camps but not to British P.O. W 
camps). 

Stories and oomplaints reported to me by some of these starvation cases 
were several, and here are a few which can only be mentioned as "hearsay". 

(1) Men, through weakness, having to sleep alongside latrine trenches -
sometimes bitterly cold with the minimum of clothing and invariably no 
blankets. 

(2) Sanitation and hygiene of the worse degree imaginable. 

(3) Issue to 40.6. of k regulation food ration without fruit, wine and 
macaroni. 

(4) Brutal punishments e.g. sink men with diarrhoea punished for trivial 
orimes and given 10 days in cells with hour pericd in the morning for 
ablutions etc. They were forced to foul the cell floor which brought 
further punishment on them, so they resorted to using their mess tins 
and boots. Men put on 10 days bread and water in cells eta. etc. 

(5) On man extremely wee.* fell into the latrine trench at Swani-bel-adem. 
He was taken to the camp infirmary, washed and sent back to his tent. 
Next day he became comatose and died in hospital 24 hours later. 

(6) When transported overseas to Italy they were battened down in large 
batches and several batches not allowed up until completion of journey 
up to 72 hours after. On one particular ship there were newly con-
structed tiered decks into which were crowded officers and men on 

/the lower 
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the lower decks. In decks above there were Indians Natives and 
other ranks. Dysentery and diarrhoea was very ooal,ons  and then with 
seasickness the men below got a double share. Latrine a000mlodation 
was hopelessly insufficient and these conditions remained for 
several hours. 

The above stories were brought to my notice. I had them written dawn and 
several others with names and details and facts, but was unable to bring them 
from Italy with me. I would like to point out that those who were fortunate 
enough to receive hospital treatment in Tripoli and came on Hospital Ships had 
no complaints. 

(sad) J.L. Martin. 

31/5M. 
Major. 

R. A. M. Cd'. 

s `rte  /47.0 (me- alai() 
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PARTICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT 
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Despa tch dated 22nd December 1142 (K.T.P4/33. 0103/46P5/ P. A) addressed by the rar Office to the eoreign Office 
communicated a long list of facts concerning the treatment of 
British prisoners of war in Italian hands in North Africa. 
The facts are based on the no doubt carefully collated evidence 
of 25 Brittqlrrisoners of war who had been rescued from an 
Italian Transport Vessel, S.S. "Scillon", the circumstances in 
relation to which form the subject of a separate charge.  numbered 
UK - I/B.11. 

The statements of these men have not been taken under oath 
but in the form which is customary when investigating circum-
stances of the capture and experiences of prisoners of war on 
their arrival back in this country. This evidence will be 
available when required in the form in which it has been preserved. 
It is hoped, however, that a reasonable number of the witnesses 
will be available to give evidence in person when required for 
the purpose of proceedings against the accused. 

A copy of this despatch'is attached hereto. 

One of these witnesses who is of particular value and 
reliability, has already been the subject of reference in pre-
vious cases. He is Captain Edward Theodore Gilbert, R.A.M.C., 
R.M.0.4 1st Battalion, The Sherwood Foresters attached 22nd 
Guards Brigade. His statement, covering 7 close typed rages, 
was made the subject of a declaration under oath. The 
Declaration was dated 29th January 1943 and was sworn and 
signed at A.I.O., C.S.D.I.C. Laadi (Cairo) in the presence of 
P.V.W. Donaldson, Captain A.I.O. and in the presence of Captain 
W.A. Tait and Mr. T. Kasmaty, witnesses. (paragraph 3 onwards) 

and no leqs valuable 
The same period is covered by a special report on condi-

tions in enemy prisoners of war camps, based on statements by 
Captain Hanish Carmichael Allan (Army No. 189210) R.A.M.C. 
under date 11th day of January 1943. 	This report was verified 
by Captain Allan on oath under the same condition' aildatthesame 
place as the Declaration by Captain Gilbert. 

Captain Gilbert, whose Declaration was rather more than 
two weeks later, had submitted to him a copy of Captain Allan's 
statement and endorsed everything that Captain Allan stated 
regarding the treatment of the prisoners of war at Benghazi and 
the despicable conditions under which they were compelled to 
live for nearly five months. 

Copies of these documents are attached. 

It will be noticed that paragraph 2 of Cartain Gilbert's  
Report contains information also in relation to Bomba, Derna 
and Bardia which has been referred to (UK . I/BP, B5, B6 and B7); 
paragraph 12,, an account of conditions of transport froir Benghazi 
to Tripoli which forms no part of the charge against this accused; 
and paragraps 13 and 14, particulars of evacuation from Tripoli 
to Italy and the sinking of S.S. "Scillon" which form the subject 
of the separate case already referred to, No. UK - I/B 11. 

paragraph 15 contrasts the treatment of Axis prisoners of 
war in British hands. 

Captain Allan's report also covers UK - G/B23. and other 

matters. 

Continued on page 2. 
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NOTES ON THE CASE t''.71737 
(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of -

responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence ;. 
(c) whether the case appearsIto be reasonably complete.) 

1. Despatch from the War Office to the Foreign Office which 
has been quoted, makes the following comment 

"Although the Italian Government may seek to condone 
some of these breaches of the Prisoners of War Convention 
by the plea of the difficulties of supply under conditions 
of desert warfare or of military exigency, the Council 
are not aware of any excuse that can be adduced for the 
deliberate ill—treatment of prisoners of war, including 
even shooting, for the avoidable neglect of sick 
prisoners and for the disgraceful conditions under which 
prisoners were embarked by sea". 

2. The personal responsibility of those concerned would appear 
to be clear. The mass of evidence which is likely to be 
available is sufficiently clearly indicated, it is submitted, 
to justify the inclusion of the names of the named accused in 
any liet of war criminals forLulated by the Commission. 

3. It does not appear that any useful purpose will be 
served at the present time in elaborating further the• particu.. 
lars of the alleged crimes, which are clear in the statements 
which have been taken by the War Office from the several 
witnesses. Such statements amounting to proofs of evidence, 
should be admissible evidence as reports in the course of duty, 
should the witnesses not be available to give evidence in 
person. 

4. The circumstances of gross negligence of the first accused 
apparently resulting in avoidable deaths may be found to justify 
a charge of murder or manslaughter. 
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111 	
Registered Number. 	 Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

(.(3 	 2 5 tv- 

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 

CHARGES AGAINST 

CHARGE No.  U1 

InLIAN 

- I/139 	* 

..WAR CRIMINALS 

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

1. Captain Felice Vismara, Camp commandant at Benghazi 

in succession to Captain Palermo. 

2. The Officers, non-commissioned officers and men 

directly concerned in the commission of the crimes 
alleped 

3. Officer in charge of transport,  and offioers. 	 
non-commissidned,officers and men in charge of 

trucks, between Banghazi and Tripoli. 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

From June 1942 or thereafter to October 16.1942 or 
thereafter 

Benghazi 

xxix.  -  Ill-treatment 	of  prisoners of w9.r. 
i. . Murder or manslaughter. 

Breaches of Articles 2)10,11,12, 13, 31,48,r;0 and F4 

of Geneva  Convention 1929 relating to treatment Of 
prisoners of war.  
UnlawfUl wounding; assault; neglect of duty towards 

...visoners 	of 	war 	in_the power 	of 	the 	accused 	and. there- 
ore helpless =eons  

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

A great number of serious breaches of International Law were 
perpetrated by the above mentioned accused persons durinrr their tenure 
of office and service at the above Camp, including beating to compel• 
labour to assist enemy war effort; aerprobt4{-s joining tocrether without 
food for 24 hours of Prisoners of 7ar who had escaped and been 
recaptured; wounds by rifle fire and bayonet; unjustifiable assaults; 
insanitary conditions; insufficient food; absence of blankets and 
bedding; inadequate hospital arrangements and callous treatment of the 
sick. . 

Captain Vismara appears to have been a peculiarly callous man. It 
is said that he was formerly resident at Alexandria where he Was a 

. permanent member of the Italian Fascist Club. He was believed to be an 
Italian Secret Service Agent and speaks 7nplish fluently. 

TRANSM ITTED BY 	  

• 
Intort serial number under which the case Is registered in the files of the National Office of the accusing State. 

Wt.P.15051120 	
500 1:44 A.& E.W.Lt1. Cp.685 

(352 
0.2619.24) 	WI/1'.1130 5,000 3 It 
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1. About 11,000 prisoners of war suffering from various stages 
of acute dysentery were provided with inadequate sanitary arrange-
ments and medical attention. The shallow latrines which the 
prisoners had to dig soon encroached on the confined tented area. 
any deaths undoubtedly resulted from the totally inadequate 
medical stores and the refusal of the Italian authorities to co-
operate with the British medical officers. 

2. Food was ineufficient and bedding, blankets and clothing non-
existent. Some prisoners were crowded 5 into a single bivouac. 
There was no accommodation other than sleeping nuarters until 
hospital tents were erected entirely through the initiative of 
the British medical officers. Most of the prisoners remained 
three and a half to four months under these conditions and 
suffered great hardship. 

3. After European prisoners of war had refused to undertake 
work in connection with ammunition and other war-like services 
coloured prisoners of war were compelled by beatings to under-
take it. In reply to representations by the senior British 
Officer, the Commandant (Captain Vismara) merely stated that, 
if they wanted food, they must work. He added that he considered 
them "irregular troops" and, therefore, unprotected by the terms 
of the Geneva Convention. 

4.Prisoners of war who were captured when attemptine to escape 
were kept chained, wrist to ankle, for at least 24 hours, so 
that they could not lie down, and were given nothing but water. 

5. Cape coloured prisoners of war were wounded by shooting on 
parade. The Italian authorities themselves admitted the guard 
in question had lost his head. 

6. Coloured prisoners of war were daily kicked, hit on the head 
with rifles and prodded with bayonets. 

7. An Indian prisoner of war was publicly flogged. 

8. The prisoners of war were transferred on or about 16th • 
October, 1942, to Tripoli, a three-day journey for which they 
eere crowded irto loeeee ee eeeilere end were afeorded a. 
short halt only every three hours. Many of the prisoners were 
suffering severely'from dysentery and were often forced to use 
the sides of the crowded vehicles for natural purposes. 
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ALLIED INTERROGATING ORGANIZATION 

EXTRACT FROM 

SPECIAL REPORT ON CONDITIONS IN EM :1 P.O.W. CALPS 

SOURCE: 	108109 Captain Edward Theodore GILBERT, R.A.1:.0., R.E.O. lst 
Battalion. The Sherwood Foresters, attached 22nd Guards Bde. 

■■■■■■■■■■ 

He was first captured by the Germans near EL ADEM on the 19 June 42 but 
escaped to TOBBUK the same day. He got out of Tobruk as the Germans were 
occupying this town on the 20 June 42, but was recaptured on the 23 June an the 
beach North of GAMBUT while escaping East. He was later sent to BENGHAZI 
where he was allowed to work in the T'.0.W. Camp for four months. Later sent to 
TRIPOLI. 

12. 	TRANSFER FROM BENGHAZI TO TRIPOLI 

Source and about 500 other p.o.w. were taken from Benghazi on the 18th 
Oct. 4.2.  in trucks (in which they were dreadfully cramped) their destination 
being Tripoli. 

The first night they stopped at El Agheila. 

The second night they stopped at Sirte. 

The third night they stopped at Zliten. 

They arrived at a P.O.W. Camp 7 klms. from Tripoli on the 21 Oct. 42. 

The food for the trip was:- 1 tin of Italian bully and a few biscuits 
per man per day. 

The transit camps were as at Benghazi, but not so cramped. 

Travelling conditions, however, were dreadful. The trucks were rarely 
stopped; as a result the sides and backs of the trucks were soiled by the 
excreta of our men most of whoa►  were suffering from dysentery and for whom 
absolutely no consideration was shown. 

1741 
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A despatch dated 22nd December 1042 (7,'",24/777. 0107,/412(1/7)..2. 
A) addressed by the mar Office to the Foreign Office communicated 
a long list of facts concerning the treatment or British prisoners 
of war in Italian hands. The facts are based on evidence of 
British prisoners of war who had been rescued from an, Italian 
Transport vessel, 2.5. "Scillon", the circumstances in relation to 
which fort: 	the subject or" a separate charge numberod UK - I/B11. 

The statements of these men have been taken not under oath 
but in the form and -with the care which is customary when investig-
ating tircumstances of the capture and experiences of prisoners of 
war on their arrival back in this country. This evidence will be 
available when required in the form in which it has been preserved. 
It is hoped, however, that most of the witnesses will be available 
to five evidence in person when required for the purpose of proceed-
ings against the accused. 

One of these witnesses is of particular value and reliability. 
He is Captain Edward Theodore Gilbert, R.A.M.C., R.M.O., 1st 
Battalion, The Sherwood Yorosters attached 22nd Guards Brigade. 
His statement, covering 7 closed typed pages, was made the subject 
of a declaration under oath. The Declaration was dated 28th 
January 1947 and was sworn and signed at A.I.O., c.P.n.i.c. Maadi 
(Cairo) in the presence of P.V.T. Donaldson, captain A.T.O. and in 
the presence of Captain 7f.'A. Tait and Yr. T. Kasmaty, witnesses, 

arl no less valuable 
The same period is covered by a Special/report on conditions 

in enemy prisoner of war camps by captain Hamish Carmichael Allan 
(Army No. 18820) R.A.Li.C. under date 11th day of January 1943. 
This report was veri`l_ed by Captain Allan on oath under the same . 
conditions and at the same place as the Declaration by Captain 
Gilbert. 

Captain Gilbert, whose Declaration was rather more than two 
weeks later, had submitted to him a copy of. Captain Allan's 
Statement and endorsed everything that Captain Allan stated regard-
ing the treatment of the Prisoners of war at Benghazi and the 
despicable conditions under which they were compelled to live for 
nearly five months. 

Copies of these documents are attached to the previous case 
(UK - I/BS.) If reference is made to them it will be noticed that 
paragraph 2 of Captain Gilbert's Report contains information also 
in relation to Bomba, Derna and Bnrdia, which has been referred to 
(UK - I/B2, B7, B1 and B7); and that paragraphs 17 and 14 contain 
particulars of evacuation from Tripoli to Italy and of the sinking 
of S.S. "Scillon"which forms the subject of the separate case already 
referred to, No. UK - I/B11. 

Paragraph 17 contrasts the treatment of A7:is prisoners of war 
in British hands. 

Captain Allan's report also covers UK - G/B?7,  and other 
matters. 

to UK - 
1/82. 

Both reports are attached to that case (UK - I/B8) in full, 
instead of the relative extracts only, firstly with a view to 
their being available for reference in relation to the facts of 
the several cases covered and secondly in order to give a correct 
general impression of conditions. 

In general corroboration of the allegations in cases arising 
in respect of prisoners of war camps controlled by Italians in 
North Africa, there is attached/4'-copy of report. dated 31st May 
1943 by Major J.L. Martin, R.A.M.C. , on "the condition of prisoner 
of war sick admitted to Caserta Hospital,Itmly, as a result of 
starvation etc. in North African (Libyan) camps between September 
and December 1942" 



Page 4 

NOTES ON THE CASE 1743 
(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 

responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence ;. 
(c) whether the case appearsIto be reasonably complete.) 

1. Despatch from the War Office to the Foreign Office which 
has been quoted, makes the following comment :- 

“Althourh the Italian Government flay see.k to condone some 
of these breachnii of the Prisoners of Tar Convention by the 
plea of the difficulties of supply under conditions of 
desert warfare or of military exigency,  the Council are not 
aware of any excuse that can be adduced for the deliberate 
ill-treatment of prisoners of war, including even shootin7, 
for the avoidabl- neglect of sick prisoners and for the 
disgraceful conditions under which prisoners were embarked 
by sea". 

The personal responsibility of those concerned would appear 
to be clear. The mass of evidence 'which is likely tc be avail-
able. is sufficiently clearly indicated, it is submitted, to 
justify the inclusion of the name of the first accused in any 
list of war crinlinlis formulated by the Commission. 

3. it does not ippear that any useful purpose will be served 
at the present time in elaborating the particulars of the 
alleged crimes, which are clear in the statements which have 
been taken by the Tar Office from the several witnesses. Their 
statements amount to proofs of evidence, but should any witness 
be unable for rood cause to Five evidence in person, it is 
submitted '::at his statement should be admitted as a statement 
in the course of duty. 

4. It should be pointed out however that the first accused is 
believed to share the resronsibility for the disgraceful 
conditions of the transport between Benghazi and Tripoli. 

5. Oh the other hand, it may be that conditions during the 
regime of the first necuSed, will prove less serious than in 
the regime of his rredecessor in the matter of resronsibility 
for deaths. Whe circumstances will require to be investigated 
before the charge of murder or manslaughter is withdrawn. In 
this connection the state of the prisoners and the brutality 
after arrival in Caserta has a more important bearing in this 
case probably then as aj,ainst Captain Pnlerro the first accused 
in CJI, 	I/69. 
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UNITFD KINGDOM WAR CRIMINALS CHARGES AGAINST  ITALTAY  

CHARGE No. 	— I/B10.  * 

(For the Use of the`Secretarial) 

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 

(1) Captain Palermo Camp Commandant  

(-')  Captain. Felice Vismara, 	Captain PalerWe sunclaysor 
(3) Ilieutenant  Venturella, Medical Service  
(4) Lieutenant Ferullo, Medical Service  

f.7) 	 Captain Spagnioli, Medical Service  

Theee five officers  were all on service at the  

prisoner-of-war camp at Benghazi at various times  

during the summer of 1942  

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

Round about June to Octoberle, 1942, or later. 
Benctlazi, 	  

No. i - Liurder or manslaughter. 
No.xxix Ill-treatment of wounded. 

Neglect 	of 	wounded in.breq0h of Articles 1 and 2 of  
Geneva Convention, 1929, for the amelioration of the 
condition of 	the wounded end sick in armies in the fiele. 

Failure to conform to Article 9 of the said 

Convention in the treatment of personnel:  
Neglect of duty towards wounded in the control of 

the-accused-and-therefore- helplees-persons 	. 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

At Benghazi at the end of June 1942, there were about ln,000 
prisoners of war in a camp enclosed by barbed wire next to the officers' 
pen. All these men were in a distressing state of hunger, thirst and 
illness. There was no organisation and no medical attention except an 
abortive and criminal effort by a few medical Italians who took absolutely 
no interest in their work. 

Two days later the numbers in the camp had risen to 24,000. 

The care of these 24,000 prisoners of war at Benghazi, amongst whom 
there was a major outbreak of diphtheria and dysentery, provided a most 
severe medical test. There were a certain number of deaths in the isola-
tion ward of the Italian hospital where diphtheria and other infectious 
cases were treated, for which the Italians were entirely responsible on 

TRANSM IVIED BY 	 (Continued on  page P.)  

* Ins2rt serial number under which the case is registered in the files of the National Office of the accusing State. 

(0113521 Wt.1'.15tr. 1120 	590 1 I1 A.& L W.Ltd, Cp.685 
(°024) Wt.1'.1,17 P.I139 5,1990 3 11 

Registered Number. 

/14 !UK  	-r so 

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

1745 
Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

2 5 IV v 19114  
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PARTICULARS OF ALLEGED PRIME 
1746 

 

The charges of neglect of duty under the Convention 
against these three Italian medical officers cannot be 
elaborated at the present time. Attached to the case of 
the charge against Captain Vismara is an extract from 
Captain Gilbert's report as to conditions in Benghazi which 
includes an account of the medical conditions. There is 
also an extract from the report of Captain Hamish Carmichael 
Allan, from which the necessary particulars in this case 
can by drawn. 

rie matters charged occurred during periods when the 
first two accused persons held the post successively of camp 
commandant. 

(Continued frokm Page 1)  

account of their delay in evacuation and failure to recognise 
the significance of the condition of the sick. Sixty-seven 
prisoners of war died. The drufe-s and other medical supplies 
provided by the Italians were not sufficient to cope with one-
twentieth of tho sick. 
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PARTICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT 

• 1741' 
The evidence in this case will be similar to that 

produced in the last two preceding cases. clearly the charges 
against Italian officers responsible for conditions in Benghazi 

• will require to be taken together and thourth the fact that they 
were under two different commandants and it is not quite clear 
whether the medical officers were there during . the whole period, 

. which necessitate as a matter. of form three charges being 
formulated in separate cases, the facts will be substantially 
the same, going to prove a state of affairs reflectin7, inhumane 
conditions. 

further these conditions may be found to have caused 
deaths with consequent liability of those accused to meet more 
serious charges. 

• 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 	 174 ►  
(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 

responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence ;. 
(c) whether the case-  appearsIto be reasonably complete.) 

This case in the third of three cases arising from conditions 
in i3enghazi. 

In the case of the two Commandants their liability arises 
out of two sets of facts which vary slightly, as pointed out in 
the "Notes on the Case" to UK . I/139. 

In the cases against them severally the responsibility for 
deaths is necessarily included. They are also included as 
accused in this case as it may be more convenient for them to 
be tried on this char ;e with the medical officers, the bettor 
to enable the Court to apportion the blame. 

The medical officers will no doubt defend themselves on 
the ground that they were not furnished with supplies and 
that any neglect was more apparent than real. In other words 
it was the result of circumstances rather than of negligence 
on their part. 

A full hearing of all witnesses and weighing of other 
evidence with all possibly responsible persons as.accused, will 
alone provide opportunity to determine whether there is blame 
and where it falls. 

English law is clear in this matter. 

"premeditated neglect or ill—treatment by persons having 
custody, charge, or control of helpless persons, whether 
children, imbeciles, or lunatics, or sick or aged, by 
deliberate omission to supply the: with necessary food 
etc., if attended with fatal results may be murder . . . 
and if the same result flows from gross neglect in such 
a case, the offender is guilty of manslaughter" 
(Archbold Criminal ;leading, Evidence and practice p.PP7) 

It may be difficult to prove premeditation in this case 
but gross neglect would appear likely to be established against 
the accused. 

In this case the helpless persons were sick persons. But 
it could not be suggested that a gaoler would not be responsible 
for the death of a prisoner in his charge, in consequence of 
deliberate or negligent action on the part of the gaoler. 
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115/U71101 	 1750 
When preparing List put in column Miscellaneous motes, in re:,2uct, of 

No.2 Name of officer coupe he obtained from the Commandant, MI can 
Tripoli, or from Captain 	or -from Captain Ugo 
Commanding Officer, Naval 2occes, Tripoli, or from Lt.-Comm. 
PIETRO CO1tRAO, Secmd-in-comaand. 

No. 3 	Same note 



Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

.44 	1751 

   

Registered Number. 

HYpiklitt I/ 

0 

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

1. The Commandant of the  prisoners of war camp 	 
in Tripoli from which 810 prisoners of war were 
embarked for 	Italy-on-or-about 	13th-November:-7.94"% 

2. .The officer directly concerned with such 
embarkation. 
And if surviving: 

3. Tho officer in charge of prisoners of war on 
the 13'71 and 14th NoVember 1942 on S.S. "Scillon" 
4. The Commander of S.S. "Scillon" on those days. 

;-7 440 kkAIL 	 

"SCA t*L4  	fk.c/k4kc 	 

November 14th 1942. 

The less serious crimes charged against the first 
two accused were committed in Tripoli. They resulted 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

in deaths of prisoners of war embarked on S.S. "Scillon" 
The crime charged against the third and fourth 
accused were committed on S.S. "Scillon". 

No.i Murder 	 N 
No.xxix. Inhumane treatment of prisoners of war. 

Breach of Articles 2, 7' and 25 of the Geneva 
Convention 1929 relating to the treatment of prisoners 
of -war. 	  
Breaola_of Artialen. .1 	and 2'of 	the_Genava_Convantion- 
1929 for the amelioratiOn of the condition of wounded 
and 	sick. 	

(Continued on  page 2) 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

(For the  Use of the Secretariat) •  

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 
IV TED KINGDpk-HARGES AGAINST 	 ITALIAN 	WAR CRIMINALS 

CHARGE No, 	1.IK. 	 * 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

On November 13th 194P'1,010 prisoners of war were talen from 
the prisoners of war camp at Tripoli to be embarked for Italy on 
S.S. "Scillon". The accommodation on the ship was insufficient 
for more than 300 prisoners of war in normal health. All the 
prisoners proposed to be embarked were ill, most of them suffering 
from dysentery. Despite strong and repeated representations 810 
were embarked. 

The conditions on the ship were very bad. The food issued 
for the three days' voyage to Italy was inadequate. Nn blankets 
were provided. All the prisoners were below deck in n hold in 
dirty condition, so confined that there was hardly room for them 
all to sit down. The latrine accommodation was hopelessly 

(continued on page 3) 

• Ins-rt serial number under whicb the case is registered in the files of the National Office of the accusing State. 

(26352) P.1505/1120 500 1/44 	A.& E.W.Lti. 	Cp.685 

(20924) t.P.1811/1'.1139 5,000 3/44 

TRANSM ITTED BY 
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PAIZTICULANS OF A 1. Lk( 	(l INH., 1752. • 

  

One of the prisoners of war to be saved was Captain 
Edward Theodore Gilbert, R.A.L.C., 	 1st Battalion 
The Sherwood Foresters, attached 22nd Guards Brigade, who 
is an important witness in UK . 1/B2 and UK - I/B5 to UK . 1/B10. 

Particulars of the alleged crimes charged against the 
accused are ;ontained in paragraphs 13 and 14 of the rerert of 
the Allied Interrogating Organisation based on the statement 
of Captain Gilbert. 	Copies of these two paragraphs are 
attached and no useful purpose in served in, setting them out 
in summarised form here, especially as the "Short Statement 
of facts" cannot, with advantage, be reduced. 

Continued from page 1. 

Reference to rele- 	Lurder. 
vane provisions of 	Neglect of duty towards prisoners of war 
national law. 	 in the power of the accused and therefore 

helpless persons. 
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ALLIED INTERROGATING ORGANIZATION 

EXTRACT FROlii  

SPECIAL REPOie ON COMITIONS IN ENEZ P.O.'W. CAL.PS  

SOURCE: 	108109 Captain Edward Theodore GILIEFE, 	R..:.0., 1st 
Battalion. The Sherwood Foresters, attached 22nri Guards Me. 

He was first captured by the Germans near EL ADELi on the 19 June 42 but 
escaped to TOBRUK the same day. He got out of Tobruk as the Germans were 
occupying this town on the 20 June 42, but was recaptured on the 23 June on 
the beach North of GAL BUT while escaping East. He was later sent to FRNGITAZI 
where he was allowed to work in the P.O.W. Camp for four months. Later sent to 
TRIPOLI. He was evacuated from Tripoli per S.S. "SCILLON" with many other 
P.O.W. on 13 Nov. 42. 

x 

13. EVACUATION OF P.O.W. FRO:.: TRIPOLI TO ITALY 

At about 15.00 hrs. on the 13 Nov. 42 Source as the only officer, 
accompanied 1010 of our p.o.w. from the P.O.W. Camp to the Spanish Mole in 
Tripoli harbour from where they were to be embarked on the s.s. "SCILDIV 
for Italy. This was a small coal burner of about 1600 tons. 

All these men were allotted a hold in dirty condition and large enough to 
accommodate perhaps 300 men lying down. When the number of p.o.w. put in this 
hold had already exceeded this figure, Source remonstrated with the Italian 
Officer Commanding the ship against the inhuman overcrowding but no notice was 
taken of his protests. Later when this number had been more than doubled 
Source strongly protested again, pointing out the physical impossibility of 
packing any more men into this small hold. Much to Source's relief embarkation 
of p.o.w. stopped when 810 man had been taken onboard. (Thanks to Source's 
repeated, protests 200p.o.w. remained behind at Tripoli thus escaping the 
tragedy which followed). By this time, however, they were so cramped together 
that it was quite impossible for them to adopt any position more comfortable 
than a sitting one on the bottom of the hold. No blankets were provided. 

The food issued to the p.o.w. for the three days' voyage to Italy 
consisted in all of two tins of Italian bully and a few biscuits per man. 

All these 810 p.o.w. were ill, most of them suffering from varying degrees 
of dysentery. The latrine accommodation was hopelessly inadequate. 

After an appeal to and heated discussion with the Italian Officer in 
charge of the p.o.w. Source was allowed to bring up on deck five men at a time 
to use the latrines; but since a narrow ladder was the only means of exit and 
entry, the process was a slow one. Many of the men were so weak from dysentery 
etc. and from the dreadful conditions they had endured as p.o.w. that they had 
great difficulty in climbing the ladder. Many failed to control themselves, 
with results which were distressing both to the sick man and to his comrades. 

The S.S. "Scillon" left Tripoli in the evening of the 13 Nov. 42. No 
life jackets or substitutes were provided for the p.o.w. although these were 
issued to the Italians. Nor were any life saving apparatus, such as life boats, 
rafts, etc. available. 

SECRET 



1/S ,  

14.. SINKING OF S.S. "SCILLON"  

At about 20.30 hrs. on 14. Nov. 42 when on its way to Italy the "Scillon" 
was attacked by a British submarine. By that time Source had obtained 
permission for same fifteen of the more collapsed peo.w. patients to remain 
on deck. He had managed. also to oonceal same other p.o.w. among the winches 
to enable them to breathe the fresh air on deck. 

The first indication of attack was the firing of a shell which caused 
some damage to the superstructure of the "Soillon". At that time Source was 
sorting. out some siok owning up the ladder. The p.o.w. showed remarkable 
stoioism and same shouted to him "What was that, Sir?" On the spur of the 
moment all that Source could think of saying was "Be BRITISH and take off 
your boots". A few moments later another shell struck the ship and Source 
was called a few yards to see same wounded and dead. Immediately another 
shell found its mark followed by a short period of silence and then there 
was a very violent explosion; the ship had been torpedoed. 

There was no necessity then for Source or the others to decide what to 
do. All on deck were flung off the ship into the sea with the shook of the 
explosion and in the dark the ship seemed simply to disappear at once. 
There was absolutely no chance of escape for the p.o.w. in the hold, the 
hatch of which was battened down except for a small opening about one yard 
square at the head of the ladder - the only way out. Moreover, although 
Source had appealed on embarkation to the Ship's Captain and Italian Officer 
in charge of the p.o.w. for life jackets, none had been issued. 

A little later, someone (Source thinks it was St/Sgt. RE ESTER, South 
African Forces) called him by name and the party got together in the water 
more or less in the same area. 

After a period of some 20 minutes (possibly longer) the shape of a 
submarine loomed up in the dark and when they were eventually picked up they 
found that it was H.M. Submarine P.212 which had sunk the "Soillon". The 
total nutber of British and Imperial troops rescued was 27 (including Source). 
In addition a total of 36 Italians of the ship's crew were picked up. All 
were taken to Malta on the submarine arriving there at about 13.00 hrs. on 

the 15 Nov. 4.2. 

Source feels he cannot speak too highly of the splendid behaviour of all 
the rescued p.o.w. The few who were injured were readily helped by the 
others in the sea. 
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PARTICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT 
	1755 

Captain Gilbertp . R.A.M.O., an.1 a sufficient number of the 
other 21 survivors of the 810 prisoners of war will no doubt be 
available to give evidence in person. 

Presumably Captain Gilbert's sworn confirmation of the 
correctness of the recording of his statement will be admissible 
should he not be available in person. 

If necessary some confirmatory evidence should be available 
from those on board the sub-marine any? from such returns of 
prisoners of war, their whereabouts or their fate, if and when 
the Italians elect to account for them. 

Continued from page 1. 

inadequate. The general misery was accentuated by the condition 
of the prisoners. 

No life-saving jackets or substitutes were issued to the 
prisoners of war though issued to the crew of the ship. No life-
saving apparatus such as life-boats, rafts etc., were available. 

The hatch of the hold was battened down except for a small 
opening about one yard square from which a narrow ladder led to 
the hold. Only after a heated discussion with the third accused 
(the officer in charge of the prisoners of war on the ship)were 
five men at a time allowed on deck for the purpose of using, the 
latrines. 

Many of the prisoners were so weak from dysentery and from 
the dreadful conditions they he.d endured as prisoners of war that 
they had great difficulty in climbing this ladder. 

On 14th November 1942 F.S. "$cillon" was torpedoed. There was 
absollitely no chance for those in the hold under the conditions 
above described. Of the 810 prisoners of war there were only 27 
survivors. Of the crew of the ship who had been served with life- 
belts there were 38 survivors 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 
	 175 fy 	• 

(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying.  
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence ; 
(c) whether the case appears7to be reasonably complete.) 

The Commandant acted on his own responsibility and in wholly 
responsible for his actions. 

Clearly there can be no defence for him to the charge of 
inhumanity and other breaches of the Convention. 

On the murder charge he will no doubt argue that he is 
not responsible. He will say that the British submarine attacked 
without warninf• and that the responsibility is with the 
Commander of the submarine. 

There seem to h' various answers to this contention: 

(1) Even if the submarine were at fault there would have 
been comparatively few casualties if the prisoners had 
been f.it men, if life savino-  appliances had been 
provided, if they had not been under hatches without 
hope of escape, and had the ship not been overcrowded. 

(2) Military operations did not demand the transfer of 
these prisoners of war to Italy. Removal therefore 
should not have taken place since their recovery 
might be prejudiced by the journey. In consequence 
the voyage was improperly undertaken under circum-
stances of known risk. The consequences from the risk 
taken lies with the first accused. 

(3) The Commander of the submarine cannot be held to be 
at fault. The Axis Powers had created conditions of 
warfare at sea that even made it impossible to stand 
by to render assistance without grave risk. In these 
circumstances the first accused should have given 
instructions that the S.S. "Scillon" should avoid the 
risk of being mistaken for a vessel takin- part in the 
Axis war effort. Had those on board been Italian 
wounded they would have had the protection of a 
hospital ship. These wounded prisoners of war should 
not have had less protection. The implication of 
Article 7 of the Geneva Convention is that prisoners 
of war may not be exposed to avoidable risks. 

The remaining accused will no doubt plead superior orders. 
Whether in such a terrible case such a defence, in respect of 
some aspects of the char7es, can be allowed to mitigate the 
sentence is open to doubt. Certainly it cannot be. admitted as 
a defence. 
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Letters should be addressed to— 

THE TREASURY SOLICITOR, 

and ib,bi/lowing reference quoted on the 
corer . in the fetter: 	

WCB/PH 

telephone No.: WHITEHALL LL 1124 
EXTENSION : 	33 

'Telegraphic _'Iddrest : "Paocrottex, LONDON." 

Code used: A.B.C. 6.1.11 EDN., 5 letter. 

1755 
STOREY'S GATE, 

ST. JAMES'S PARK, 

LONDON, S . 1 . 

25th June 1945. 

Sir, 
Our Charge: UK - I/B 12 

Commission's Ref: 155/UK/It/12.  

I enclose copy of an affidavit by Captain R. R. Cooke 
who was wounded when Captain Playne was killed. He will of 
course be our principal witness. 

2. 	This case has already been classified and in fact 
those accused have been subjeoted to a Court of Inquiry, our copy 
of which was lent to Committee 1. There are numerous Italian 
witnesses and it is likely that General Bellano will be tried 
in the very near future. Captain Sommavilla had not been 
apprehended when we last heard fran Italy. In view of the fore-
going the enclosure is intended merely as an addition to the 
oase on the Commission's file. 

PHBK/1C 	 I am, Sir, 
Your obedient Servant, 

0. i/c War Crimes Branch 
,Treasury Solicitor's Department. 

The Secretary General, 
United Nations War Crimes Commission, 
Royal Courts of Justice*  
Strand, W.C.2. 
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1. General N. Bellomo, 	G.O,C., Bari Command on  	 
	November 70t1111941. 	

	

Captain'SommaVillas 	 Camp 	Commandants 	Torre. 	 
	1z9sca 	CaMp, 	 Italy, 	on_Nov.....30thl 	1941 	  
.7. An Italian N.C.O. whose name is not knbwn.  

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

November 30th, 1941 

Torre Tresca, Prisoner of war camp,  Italy, 

No. xxix.,  Ill-treatment of  prisoners of war.  	 

The acts complained of constitute infringement of the 
..Laws....and...usages. of 	war 	and. in particular 	breachof 

articles 2,46,50 and 54 of the deneva.Convention 1929 

relating 	 to 	the 	treatment of 	prisoners of war  
_.Assaultl....murder 	and unlawful 	woUnding. 	  

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

No. i. Murder 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

(For the Use of the Secretariat)  

s Registered Number. Date of receipt in Secretariat. 
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UNITED NATIONS • WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 
.. 	KINGDOM 	...CHARGES AGAINST 	ITALIAN 

	
WAR CRIMINALS 

CHARGE No.  UK - I/B 12  * 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

On November 30th, 1941 daptain George Playne of thq 
Gloucestershire 7ussars, and Lieut. Roy Restrong Cooke,,^nd Battn. 
The Queen!s Own, Royal West Kent Regiment attempted to esoape from 
Torre Tresoa Camp,but were recaptured. On recapture they were 
returned to the room of other British officers. So far there was 
no violence. About two minutes later the Camp Commandant (Captain 
Sommavilla) who is the second accused arrived in the compound 
'h&j ordered the two officers out of the room, and then assaulted 
both Officers, striking them in the face with his automatic. Their 
hands were then tied behind their backs with wire and they were 
oonveyed to a punishment cell. Once tied they were kicked and 
struck in the face by an Italian 	 who is the third accused . 
The Commandant was standing by. About one hour later the first 

TRANSM 	 ...... 	 (Continuedon 	page  3  )  	 

• Ins?rt serial number unditt, 70lich the' as is registered in the ides. of the National Office of the accusing State. 

002 W 	5 	2 	500 1144 A.S 	 cp.oss 
5) 	t.P.105,11 0  

(26924) Wt. P.1817, P.1139 5,O(1) 3 44 

- 



Page 2 

PARTICULARS OF ALLEGED CRIME 	1763  

The matter was reported by Lieut. Cooke by letter to Lieut. 
4111 

Col. Munro, Senior Officer of British Troops at Sulmona in the 
following terms:- 

"As a prisoner of war, I landed in Italy and was sent to P.O.W. 
Camp at Bari, arriving there on or about the 28th Nov. 41, with 
eleven other officers. On the 31st Nov. at about 17.00 hrs. myself 
and a Captain from the Gloucester Hussars - his name I forget, 
Ghristian name "George", about 6 ft. 3 ins. height, dark complex-
ion, dark moustache, hooked broken nose, one of three brothers of 
similar size - left the camp in an attempt to escape. At about 
18.30 hrs. we were recapturedand returned to camp where for a few 
minutes we were returned to the room of the other British officers. 
So far no violence had been offered us. The ten British officers 
were witnesses that we were unharmed in any way. One Officer's 
name I remember, it. being "Count John de Bendern" (late "de Forest") 
also of the Gloucester Hussars. 

After we had been with the other officers for about 2 min. 
the Commandant of the Camp arrived in the compound and we were 
ordered outside, 	The Commandant struck us both in the face with 
his automatic. 

We were conveyed to a punishment cell. Outside the cell, we had 
our hands tied behind our backs with wire. Once tied we were kicked 
and struck in the face by an Italian N.C.O. The Commandant was 
standing by. 

We had been.in theunishment cell about 1 hr. when the p 
General i/o Bari Command arrived and we were taken out of the cell. 
The General appeared very excited. There were about 30 Italian 
soldiers and some officers present. At this time all officers and 
soldiers (British) in the inner compound were locked in their huts 
and therefore were not witnesses of what followed - although I 
would stress that what happened was quite clear to understand by 
hearing alone. From gestures and what little Italian I know, it 	• 
appeared that there might be an unfortunate incident. I attempted 
to ask for the interpreter (who spoke French) that I might learn 
what punishment was intended. This was not allowed. I was asked 
by the General which way we had escaped. I told him "through the 
wire in the inner compound". We were led into the inner compound 
about 15 yds from the Prisoners hut. All present followed in. The 
General who was holding his automatio,asked us to show him the.... 
we *escaped. As the soldiers present were loading their rifles, I 
again asked several times to be allowed to speak to the interpre-' 
ter to learn what they were about. (The General's French was bad) 
As I was asking this, we were being pushed and bustled down the 
garden. To make us move quicker, as we were unwilling, we were hit 
over the head and shoulders with the butts of rifles. The party 
then withdrew to some 10 yards and all commenced firing, includ-
ing the General. We walked down the garden path until we were 
hit. On being hit in the thigh I lay down and pretended to be 
dead.-  My companion did not lie down when first hit (in the arm) 
but was eventually hit through the head and killed. I wish to 
state at this point that at no time in this attempt to escape,or 
during the events of which I have just written did "Capt. George" 
or myself either use force or any threatening gesture, neither did 
we attempt to run away fro.a our captors after the recapture. We 
walked away when they commenced firing as there was nothing else 
for it. 

When they came to examine me, I was ordered to be taken to 
the clamp hospital. I-was carried on the back of a soldier, who 
carried me by putting his head through my arms. This was very 
painful and I folbted. I had several times asked for my wrists to 

(continued on page 3 ) 
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The ,ar Office, 
Curzon :Amin houwi, 
t;urzon 

B.Y.1214(v..,2.(a)) 
	

London, '.1. 

21st January,1942. 

gear z2.1r Harold, 

'!e have received a copy of the following cypher 
telegram from the 	 Attache, 3ernes- 

"Tha 	- ederal J'Api:artment has forwarded to 
"the Legoilan copy of a tote from Italian Filniater for 
"Foreign Affairc,informing thew that on li-ovember 30th 
"1941 Captain George ?a, no was ahot and killed in an 
"attempt to eacape from prisoners of war camp at 
"Torre Tresca (iiari) and that LiouLeuant :toy ,Alstrong 
"C 	vino wo,Indeia 	*J's1 same ptt,3,1pt. 

Tho full note is boiric coat to orein uffice by 
"cafe hand". 

I assyme we ahnll get copy of the full iioto when 
it arrives, throlIgh ;feu, e shall then be able to judge 
whether we hove to auk :Ler further inveutigation and 
whether a roteet tins to be entered. 

Yours aineerely, 

(7-igu.) 	4,1U.‘aea, 

bir A. 6atow, 
,,ovonshire House, 

ricoadilli, .1. 
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In ace,,rdahce with the rules of the i)eneva Convention 

of the .9th July, 1929, the Italian tAniotry of Foreign 
,tfaire have the honour to bring the following to the 
iulowled(ve eV .Ghe Swiss Legation in their capacity of 
representative or the owor l'retecting rJritiah interests 
in Italy:- 

ht 4.40 p.m. on 1.1c, 3Cth Lovenber last, during the 
exorcise period, two isritinh officers, Gaptain Oeorge Layne 
am Lieutenant IZoy ..eatron ;ek, prisoners of war interned 
in the concentration cmrp at Torre Tresca (isari), eluded 
the viullance of tho 	 aliceeded in °soaping 
through a .;mall 	tho 1:c.rbod 	cncloaure. 

c. beini; traced soi,L1Lr aftorwards they wore .;rought 
back Lo the camp. 

The c ic. ii2i3ontIrs nett 'x inc con:Wcted t() t4e 
vicinit of the gap 	,which tney had zucceeded in dotting 
away, in order to reconstruct the proc4w.iure arlopteu for 
executing the plan of escap,J. ' -aking advantage of the 
darkness which had supervened and of the proximit of tne 
barbed wire, tady aL;Ain attec4)ted to snake good their 
escape. 

cacort Node use of v4sapena aht. wounded _Ilptain 
ayne In the left ear and in the asp> or the .cock, and 

LItziutentlat ;*ook 	the loft thigh. 

In spite oz' the proaupt as:listance ci' 
Captain Payne (ilea soon afterwar.la. 

Lieutenant Cook wen tt.:::.ca to tile; 
at 'sari. 

No reaponsability for why.: oecurraA is attributable to 
the ..:barge of the staff on guard, who acted in accordance 
with definite orders received. 

Rome, 
31st 'eceriber,19h1. 

6octorp 
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ar Office, 
C”rzon wtreat iiouk3o, 
:;urzon :Areet, 
London, 

21st Jaullary,1942. 

,ear 	Herold, 

'!‘) have received a copy of the following cypher 
telegram from the ialitAry ,ttacho, 3ernes- 

"The dwiss 7ederal i)epartment has forwarded to 
"the Legation copy of a !iota from r.talian mister for 
"Foreign Affair,,informing them that on ■ovember 30th 
"1941 Captain George Payne was shot and killed in an 
"attempt to eocape from prisonora of war camp at 
Torre Tresca 	aad that LiouLanaut :toy ,lestrong 

"C - rA runs wolyndwa In tJle same rqt%!..,Tt. 

Tho full note is beirAt oont to .:vve4:n tiftiou by 
"safe hand". 

I assvre we shell get o copy of the full note wl-hon 
it arrives, throvgh -rota. • - e shall then be able to Judge 
whother we have to auk ier furtaer investigation and 
wNether 9 .trotest hfle to be entered. 

Yam%) sincerely, 

OgU lp ) ■•.4..Vi oA llokaVoea o 

bier it. 3atow, 
'ovaashire House, 

kiccadillj, .1. 
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In acci,rdance with the rules of the 6eneva Convention 

of the 49th July, 1929, the Italian ;::snit try of Foreign 
.:ffairs have the honour to bring the following to the 
knowledge of 1A.o jwiss Legation in their capacity of 
representative o the ,owor ;'rotecting rJritiah intereats 
in Italy:- 

nt 4.40 No. on 	Xth r:ovembea* last, during tile 
exorcise period, two liritish officers, Gaptain ueorge Layne 
ane Lioutenant.Roy ectroil 4 uok, prisoners of weir interned 
in the conreiLtration c‘Itmp at Torre Tresca (P.ari), eluded 
the viL:Ilanee of the gwiki. 	suceeded in °soaping 
thrJuch a .;:lux11 	tn tho 1;(1,1nu 	enclosure. 

r. 6eint; traced shui.t1Lr aftorwards they wore ;sought 
bacl, to the Culp. 

he Edit'. ‘,..th;on,-;ra i.oxc. beinc conLuctod I the 
viciait,i of the ij4) 	 tuoy 1,t, . ,-,uceeded in zotting 
away, in order to reconstruct the procedure aoopteu for 
executing the plan of eacap,J. 'eking advantage of the 
darkness which had supervenad and of the proximit of tae 
oarbed wire, ta,ly at,11n attempted to make good their 
escape. 

Ae escort made mie of aponti 	wounded 
LiLTIED in the loft oar and ln the nape or the ;took, and 

LisIutenant 	the lett thigh. 

in spite 	the prompt asniottu,cc: ci' 	c.c,etor, 
Captain kayne Uled coon afterwar.lo, 

Lieutenant uook wan ta,on to tile ,iiitarj  ,roapital 
at 

No responsvility for whfr occurrei is attel'outable to 
the -::harge of the staff on guar'., 44o acted in accordance 
with definite orders received. 

Rome, 
31st licryT,19h1. 
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225/1875/42. 

::Joi610 

his iiajesty's Leg,tion prosent their compliments to 
the Foreign interests ,,ivision of the Federal i'olitical 
J)ei*Jartment and with reference to the Oivision'a note 
11.24440Br•(18)3—AWBa of the lath Pay concerning the death 
of Captain George 2layne at the camp of Torre Treece (:Iri) 
have the honour to enquire whether any attempt has been 
made by the 6111i80 Legation of , olime to check the statement 
made by Lieutenant Cooke thvt, after his recapture on the 
evening of the 31st November, he was rettrnsd to a room 
containing other British °Moors. Ifthis hes not already 
been done, His Ifijesty's Legation would be grateful if 
the .wise Legation in Rome could be instructed to get in 
touch with these officers, -:one of whom is apparently Count 
John de Bendern of the Gloucester nussars, with a view to 
securing corroboration of Lieutenant Cooke's story. 

His Majesty's Legation would be grateful to ;mow what 
other stepep have been taken by the :.visa Legation to 
discover which version of this inci-ent (Lieutenant Cooke's 
statement and the statement of the Jtalian Aidoter of 
Foreign Affairs conflict directly on almost every point) 
is true. 

riLA! LX-WI  ON, 

7th lily,1942. 

The Foreign Interests Division 
of the Federal ?olitical .)e,iartment, 

er~T e. 
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(:RIM) 7g, Julmona) tieoting of captain ,1aYnelt  Lieutenant, 
Cooke wourkdeq. 	247/Q103/7374. 

:Litt  Colo  :Auas9I, 	 6. British roopa .;ulmona. 

I hive the honour to re ort the following incient: 

i\s a prisoner of war, A landed in Italy and was sent 
to P.O.:.:.:amp at 	ar:Aving there on or about the 2E:Ah 
::ov. 41, with eleven other officeiz. (Ai the 31st iov. at 
about 17.00 hre myself and. n 6aptain from the Gloucester 
masers - his name 1 forzet Christi as name "George" about 

6 ft.3ins. height, dark complexion, dark pusteche, hooked 
broken nose, one of three Carothers of similar 	- left the 
camp in an attevt to escape. :A about 7X.30 hrs we were 
recaptured and returned to camp .where for a few minutes we 
wore returned to the room of the other oritish officers. uo 
far no violence hod been offered us. he ten Aiitish 
Officers were witnesses that we were unharmed in any way. 
une officer's name I remember, it being "haunt John de 
endern" (late "de ;oriast") nlso of the Gloucester huosaru. 

.\fter we hod been with the other officers for about 
2 min. the Commandant of the Oaiip arrived in the compound 
and we were ordered outside. The Comm: lent struck us both 
in the face with his automatic. 

;o were conveyed to a punishment coil. Outside the 
cell, we had our bonds tied behind our bncka with wire. 
Once tied we wore kickod and struck in the face by an 
Italian 	The Commandant was standing by. 

e had been in the punistuAent cell about 1 hr. when 
the General i/c Bari Command arrived anal we were taken out 
of the cell. The Ceneral appeared very excited. '.here were 
about 30 Italian sol-iers and some officers proaent. At 
this time all officers and. soldiers (.ritish) in the Inner 
compound aere locked in their huts 	therefore were not 
witnesses of what followed - ratho I :ould stress that what 
happened was (luite clear to understand by hearing alone. 
iicfm gestures and whot little Ialian kno, it appeared 

that there might be an unfortunate inelHent. I attempted to 
ask for the interpreter (wil a:)oke Irench) that I miL;ht 

learn/ 
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learn what luniehment vin;_: intended. Thia waa not allowed. 

was ased by the (_,eneral which way we had escaped, I 
told him "throegh the wire in the inner compound". 	e were 
led into the i nner compound about 	ydo from the J'riaoners 
hut, All present followed in, 	ho General who was 
holdinc his automatic, asked us to otto him the 
escnpe6. 1;a the soldlern ,resent were loading their 
rifles, t again asked several times to be allowed to speak 
to the interpreter to learn what they were about. (The 
(ieneral fretAch wee bad). Ati I was asking thin, .:;c: were 
being pushed and uuutled down the garden. TO  mnIte us ;novo 
, luicker, no we were unwilling, we were hit over the heed and 
ahoulders with the butts of rifloe. The party then withdrew 
to some 10 yards and all commenced firing, including the 
OoLeral. 'evelked down the garden path until we were hit. 
ill being hit in the thigh I lay down and pretended to be 
dead. y companion dic not lie (town when first hit (in 
the arm) but was eventually hit through the head and killed. 
I wish to state at this .1)oint that at no time in this 
attempt to escapo, OP durinu the events of which I have 
just written cAd "Capt. (;eorge" or ;41self either use force 
or any threatening vesture, neither did we attempt to run 
away from our captors after the reca)ture. 'e walked away 
when they euwenced firing as there was nothing else for it. 

:hen they cane to exwatno ,)e, 1 wt) ordere6 to be 
taken to the map houpital. wa€ carried on the back of a 
soldier, who carried 	by putting his [lend. thrcr:r,h my 
arm. ,'hi:, was very painful rind I fAmted. I had several 
time ao!!ed for iky wrists to be untie, this was refused. 
On coming round in hospital I asked totv doctor, I was duly 
untied, Ms" wrists were found to be ,alite deeply cu. 

The only jritioh oyeeitnooaoo to these events wore 
"Ca +t. Ceorgc" and myself. "Capt. Coorgn" 13 now dead. 

I have the honour etc., 

(uigned) toy, k. Cooke (Lt.) 
2nd ,)tn. ueens Own 'vel °:est Kant ,Zegt. 
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Cam 	Julmona „, hootin of 	_lr-ne 1,ieutenan (Jooke, woun e 0 ". 	• o 1 

Vr s  
31/8187E3V%9. eirlorandum  

The Italian !Aniotry of 2oreign ..ffaira h. Are the honour to write 
in continuation of tiwir note o. V. 31/29126 of ,Jocember 31, 1941 
addressed to the ;Alas 1,egation relating to the attempted escape of 
two British officers, Captain Ceorge Payne and Lieutenant ;:oy 
Rostron Gook and the subsequent death of (aptain Payne. 

Tho fliniatry of Voreign .,ffair° have the honour in accordance 
with article 41 of the Geneva Convention, to transmit to the swiss 
Legation the enclosed petition by the prisoners of war Lieutenant 
Cook containing a complaint addressed to the ower protecting aritish 
interests. 

As regards the aasertions advanced in the said complaint, the 
. competent military authorities have carried out a nurTher of objective 

and strict enquiries the result of which are suLnarised as follows:- 

(1) The prisoner of war Cook asserts that, after the first 
attempt to escape on November 30 last year, he and his companion in 
fliL:ht were repeatedly hit in the face with a jistol and on the head 
and shoulders with the butts of rifles. 

The above assertion la contradicted: 

- by the fact that no signs of blows, excoriation° or 0) eehimosis 
(echimosi) were found on the bodies of Lieutenant Cook and Captain 
Payne at the examination which took place immediately after the 
incident. 

- by the categorical statements of Captain :.ontulavilla t  the camp 
commandant, and 2nd Lieutenant tecconi, attached to the camp. 

(2) The prisoner of war Cook asserts that both he and the 
prisoner of war Captain Payne, after the first escape, had their hands 
tied behind their backs with wire, and that ho remained so tied until 
he Was lodged in a wounded condition in the hospital where he was, at 
his request untied by the medical officr. ::oreover he adds: "my 
wrists were found to be deeply cut" 

Instead, to consider apart from the statements made by the 
officers and soldiers of the camp and confirmed by Divisional General 
Bellomo, as stated in the report on the enquiry, the medical officer 
of the camp, who first picked up and carried toL:ether with a private -
the prisoner of war Cook, and also the medical officer who went to pick 
him up at the camp in order to transfer him by motor ambulance for the 
military hospital (Medical second Lieutenant Loizzi) and, finally, the 
medical officer on duty at the hospital, who assisted at the dressing 
of.the wound unanimously deny that the two prisoners of war had their 
hands tied and add th,xt, at the examination not the least trace of the 
wrists having been tied was discovered. 

In fact 2nd Lieutenant I.oizzi stated: "On no part of the body, not 
excluding the wrista, did Lieutenant Cook bear, other than his wound, 
even slight excoriations. lie added one particular which, by .:ay of 
detail contributes to establish the falsity of the eiroumstance 
Asserted by Lieutenant Cook: "when I carrie6. the wounded man to the camp 
he had his hands and every other part of his body completely free, 
and oven asked me for ci ra 	a I off red them 	h  

Obviously such an offer would hove boeh inconceivol if tie 

J ri,i.lier of vnr had had hio hands tied. 
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(3) oho eelaeeer 	yew Cook aseerta that ‘eoce,h an the 
erieoner of war _'nyne aere invited to indicate the elaco wheve they 
had tried n little earlier to escape, they were followed by about 30 
Italian nol6iere and by zome officers and that, at the tine, all the 
erisonere oo ear wore shut in the oompoune, so that thee eoulo not be 
Witness of v;het ensued, 

iound to be the ceee:- 

- the eol.lees pronent woe° only three ie neee.er: the oleo whe ens 
the sentry at the pri3on end °thee two beloneing to the guard; there 
were beeideo, eoneral .1e.11omo, the came commandant and 2nd Lieutenant 
etecconi; 	call the priaonera of war (11 officoro and 71 privates) had 
been locked lie in the outa, not at the time specified by Nook, but 
previously thereto, nemely es soon ns the first nicht had been 
diecovered, foe obvious meaeuros of pru-ence becauee all the eoroonnol 
available .:'ere eat aged on patrol aervice to king roe the two leeitives, 
who were captured eine eoueo later. 

(4) The priooner of ear eoolt aueerte thet, ehilut he and k ,aAain 
..elyne were on the ekr to the elece where they had esceeed a little 
while previouely, speaking in :French to the interpreter, ho asked in 

rain what was Going to happen; that the soloiers loaded their rifles 
and then, whilst the two priooneve of war continued to ahoy: a ceetain 
reluctance, the "earty" withdrew oome metres (ten Bards) eee. "a1.t of 
theei con aced inclu.._ine the ecneral." 

(a) These facto are totelly evuid of roun.atiore 

- 	

because no interpreter WOG veouired, 31.21CO t onerel eellorno 
speaks .eiglioh sufficiently well to melte 1111;e:elf understood and the two 
subol'dinate officers present eeee in a position to unOerstEme and to 
make thtenselves uneerstood in the reach language: 

- the soldiers (three and eat thirty) had their ems already 
loaded and therefore had no reason to load than in the eresence of the 
two prisoners of war - the party did not in That aithdraw, bet instead 
the two priaoners of war started to run towards the opening of the 
barbed wire (which would have permitted their to pasta), thereby giving 
ta0 impression that they wished to try again to escape; 

- the party, on the contrary, saght to overtake the fucitives, 
unsuccessfully au:marling theta to halt, but not succeeding allcj fearing 
that they would be lost to sight in the darknese, were obliged to fire; 
without the running of the two erisonero of war there would not hove 
been any reason to tire, BO that the action of the soleiers of the euare 
squad was the effect and not the cause o.o the behaviour of the 
prisoners of war; 

- General eellomo id not use his pistol, cats d5s cicala:1 
the enouiry. 

(b) confirmetion of the above findings is final;; infereed from 
the atatements of 000k himself, mode on his own initiative at the first 

post after he was wounded and ouring his stay in hoopital. 
s a matter of fact: 

- 	to the camp medical officer we cave him 

• 

the first attention, 
ceeaking in ]'rencei. he adereesed exereseions of thanks, ad dine "that he 
and his .A.ieeld;:elyne had boon end to attempt a second escape." 

- to the superior officer, the head of tli0 	divi ion of the 
hospital, who hed him under his caret  110 said that he was forced, rathez 
than advised, b:: the :ritish eaptain, ilia comanion in enetivite, who 
was killed in the nttempt, to °Helmet  to carry cAt, the act (the second 
escepe"; 

	

he eepreueed himself la similar 	to the uergeant 
(meeice3a service) of the nbove-mentioned Enirgery eivietion whe, _nowine; 
the -reach L.:Neuf:re.;  , often hat oectzlen to sl)eak with him. 
eolo. 	T4%11,1942. 

cy,In by 
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lona 

13 .24.613r.(18)3.—vloyne.—C1VIZt. 

r6f6rant h 1'obli6cane liote verbal() 
2V-- 75/42  du 7 rat i 1942, concrnant lea circonstances de 

la snort d Cavitaine fJeorge Plnyno, le Apartment 
aderal, JAvision des Intbrets etrano,rs, a 

l'honlieur de porter ra la connaissonce de la Agatin de , a 
lojest6 DrItannique leu renseignements suivanto que vient 
de lui faire parvonir le :_le,vr!e deo In Pets Atrz311.ers de 
la Lk;otion de ..A.tieee h :.ome A ce 

bn reprtmentant de ootto b60:,Lion Oest rends: 
cierilibretlent au 	re.41 	IA a .,AA s'ent7'etenir avec 
le _.omte John de ,:ent:ern, (.1ouee!3te1: :ussco.dB. 

kje derni,:tr lui a fait 1..1 r6eit slAvant de l'incidert 
cours 	lo 	 clayne trouvn In ort: 

L' 30 novembre 1941 !.)11 aoir, le Lieutenant Bendern 
use tenait avec d'autree officers dans 1)11 des barao)ements 
du caiap B-.75. Lc 6ilitaine i layne et le bieutinant Cook 
furent amen & iLkr des gsrdes i,..f.nli; co baray.xement Dour etre 
peu apse e:IkienoSs i nouveau. 11')1.4f1 un court espade de 
temps, le Lieutenant :endorn cntendit crier en Itallen 
et tirer des coupo de fusil. Une demi-heure plus tare, un 
officiws Italian vint annoncer 	lo ii-AtzAne Plnyne et 
le Lieutenant Cook avaient effectu6 uno deuxibme tentative 
dlevasion; un Gtnbral italien entra enouite u1, s'adressant 
aux officiers britanni,,uos, leur nit on atvlais:" Vous 
Densez de votre Cevoir de \-:Ius Schapiro 	nous ,oncons 
t.,11Whuppor 	 in 

Troia outpen t6moins, 	,.ont actuelleilont into1TL6B 
au camp 	ont en outre fait un exi)os6 ecrit do cot 
incident, Gera va*portr; 1:arviendront ?) la Lkation de 
;:salaam b 1:onle par l'entroNise 	Gommandant du comp, et lo 
AparteJa6nt ne mamluera pas de les tranumettre is L6gation 
ac a aziestio aussitft (tio COB d.ocuments seront entre ees 
mine. 

;{erne, lo 1c juillet 1942. 

O 
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PARTICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT 

If Lieut. Cooke survived and is still alive when prisoners 
of war are released he will be in a position to give evidence in 
person. If for any reason he is not available, it is presumed 
that his report will be admissible as a report in the course of 
duty. He is the only British witness or he major events, but 
some part of what occurred 	irs o heard by other prisoners 
of war. On the conclusion of hostilities, therefore, it seems 
probable that ithere will 

be some confirmatory British evidence.' t.s4k AL 4.1.4- /AL -,» #44- 44",,,,  u4.1.1,e4-74,444A- Ast.4-1141,-7 

A British military court of enquiry has been held at Torre 
Tresca, Italy, to record all relevant evidence concerning the 
allegation that General Bellomo was responsible for the murder 
of Captain Playne and the wounding of Lieut. Cooke. 

General Bellomo vas present at this enquiry. Lieut. T.Magnay, 
R.A., (Solicitor) was assigned as Defence Counsel. 

The following gave evidence : 

2nd Lieut. Guiseppo di Oreste Steconni 
L/Sergt. Giuseppe Spinelli 
Private Giovanni Gigante 
Sergt. Giuseppe Lamurno 
Private Lorenzo Gurci 
Captain R.I. Perkins (To prove arrest and statement by 

accused) 
Private Paolo Olivieri 
Corporal E.L.T. Sheppard (To prove plan illustrating 

evidence) 

In a statement made voluntarily by General Bellomo on arrest, 
but without having first been cautioned, he alleged a second 
attempt by Playne and Cooke to escape in the dark, and said that 
when it was realised that in a few instants the guards would "have 
lost sight even of their shadows" the eficort'fired in the direction 
of the shadows, while he shouted out "Look out, prisoners escaping" 
or some such phrase. General Bellomo said he had neither time nor 
need to use his pistol which was still in the holster. 

Against this is the evidence of Lieut. dooke who says he did 
fire and of 2nd Lieut. Steconni and Italian Guards who assert that 
General Bellomo gave the order to fire and that he (General 
Bellomo) and Capt. Sommavilla fired at the prisoners, causing the 
death ofCapt A  Playne and the wounding of Lieut. Cooke. They also 
stated that 'eneral Bellomo arrived at the Camp in a state of 
great excitement and anger. One witness states that he asked why 
they had not killed them. 

(Continued from Page 2) 

be untied, this was refused. On coming round in hospital I asked 
the doctor, I was duly untied. My wrists were found to be quite 
deeply cut. 

The only British eye witnesses to these events were "Capt. 
"George" and myself. "Capt. George" is now dead. 

(Continued= Pace 
OL accuse 	 ) arrived. All British prisoners of 

were locked in their huts. Playne and Cooke were ordered by the 
first accused to show the way they had escaped. They were subse-
quently assaulted and fired on. Captain Playne was killed and 
Lieut. Cooke was wounded. 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 
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(I Tmkr this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 

responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence:, 
(c) whether the case appears:to be reasonably complete.) 

There are two points of apparent conflict between the 
evidence of Lieut. Cooke on the one hand, and Lieut. Steconni 
and the Guards on the other. 

One of these has regard to the minor point of the number 
of Guards who were on duty. It seem:-, however, that there were a 
number of Guards about and presumably it was unknown to Lieut. 
Cooke that they were not all armed in the sense of having their 
rifles loaded. 

The other point of apparent conflict is whether Lieut. 
Steconni fired. 

A copy of the report of the enquiry held in Italy is in the 
hands of the National Office. 

The first accused who was present throughout the enquiry, as 
already noted, took exception to the enquiry being held. The Court 
of Enquiry noted the objection but ruled that it was not a quest-
ion of making a charge against the accused at this stage. The 
object was to ascertain the circumstances surrounding the death 
of Captain Playne and the wounding of Lieut. Cooke. 

The record shows that the Defence Officer, who technically 
perhaps should be described as w tching the proceedings on behalf 
of General Bellomo, exercised the powers of Counsel for the Defence, 
raising all points that would appear reasonably necessary in General 
Dellomo's interests. 

The Italian evidence against the first two accused is necess-
arily suspect in view of the interest of the witnesses to misrepre-
sent the facts. But it appears to have been carefully checked and 
tested, and in view of the fact that we have Lieut. Cooke's evidence, 
the guilt of the first two accused may be said to be clearly estab-
lished. The guilt of the third accused is so characteristic that 
Lieutenant Cooke's evidence will no doubt be considered as 
sufficient. 

It was intended originally to include Lieut. Steconni, and 
the Guards in the charge. However` the only evidence against 
Lieut. Steconni is that of Lieut. Cooke, who might have been 
mistaken. Before charging Steconni it may be preferable to wait 
until Lieut. Cooke can be interviewed. 

As regards the guards, two of these admit firing but there 
is some evidence to support their claim that they deliberately 
fired over the heads of the prisoners. The third Guard says he 
did not fire. 

Their account, as that of 2nd Lieutenant Steconni, bears the 
impress of truth as regards the course of events up to the time of 
the firing, and is supported by the evidence of Lialt.Cooke. Beyond 
that point the medical witness, who treated Cooke and certified the 
death of Playne, may be able to give evidence of the nature of the 
wounds which would support or disprove the story of the Guards as 
to the non-participation in one case and the innocuous participa-
tion in two cases in the firing. It is in their favour that Cooke 
only had one - woundsrd Playne had two. 

As regards Lieut. Steconni's possible guilt, Cooke's evidence, 
as already pointed out must be awaited. The story of the damaged 
pistol ie weak since no evidence was offered leading to corrobora-
tion which shou173, not 'be difficelt ir the story is true. 
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Lettere should bo addressed to— 
THE TREARDRY Sommoft, 

• and the follotoing reference quoted on 
Ike lir and in the letter : 

- r " 3/III(a) 
Telephone No: WIIITENALL 1124 

EX/ENAION : 

Telegraphic Address : 
PROCTOREX, LONDON." 

Code used : A.13.0.6ra EDN., 5 let ter 

STOREY'S GATE, 

ST. JAMES'S PARK, 

LONDON, SAVA. 
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27th July 1945 

Commission's Reference 156/UK/It/13 
B.N.O. Reference UK-I/B 13 

Cobbett and ,leeks 

This charge was received in the 
Secretariat on the 10th July 1944. 
Recently witnesses who have been 
interviewed on other cases have turned 
out to have knowledge of the case of 
Cobbett and Jeeks and I have accordingly 
taken affidavits. from Private Griffiths 

Major Deane-Drummond A.J. and 
Sergeant Panzer A., and have sent the 
originals to the Judge Advocate General, 
who holds .the case for the prosecution. 

3/ 

	

	For your records, I enclose copies 
of the three affidavits in question. 

I am, Sir, 
Your o dient Servant, 

J

r-Officer .i/c ar Crimes Branch 

The Secretary General 
'War Crimes Commission 
Church House 
Westminster 3.44.1 

HaVGC 
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IN THE RATTER OF 

The murder and wounding of British prisoners of war 
at Camp No.78 at Sulmona on about the 25th or 26th 
December 1941. 

A F F I D A V I T. 

I, No. VX.33980 PRIVATE EDkUND ARTHUR GRIFFITHS, 2/24 
Battalion, A.I.F., now of 'B' Company, No.1 Transit Camp, 
Eastbourne, and with a private address at 49 Bealiba Road, 
Caulfield,kelbourne,Australia, make oath and say as follows:.• 

1. I was captured at Tobruk on lst Nay 1941, after being 
wounded. I was in hospital at Derna and Benghazi before going by 
sea on an Italian Red Cross ship but, duly arriving at Naples, I 
went on to Caserta Hospital on the 28th May and was there until 
mid-August, when I went to Camp No.78 at Sulmona. 

2. On a date which I cannot recall exactly but which I think 
was the day before or the day after Christmas 1941, some of the 
prisoners performed a play in the recreation but of the camp. 
After the performance, we oame out and most of us went back to 
our huts and went to bed. Some of the prisoners, however, 
remained out and were throwing snow balls at two of the cara-
binieri guards who were drunk. I had seen these two guards 
before and can confirm that they were drunk but I do not know 
their names. I saw them on my way back from the recreation hut. 
It was not a common thing for prisoners to throw snowballs at 
the guards. 

3. Two of the performers, named Cobbett and Weeks, were on 
their way back from the performance. I knew Weeks well. He was 
the comedian. They went down the back of the but towards the 
cookhouse and the two carabinieri followed them and fired at 
them at close range. I did not see this but I was in the but 
nearest to . the men when shot and, though we could not go out, 
I saw Cobbett and Weeks lying in the snow through a crack in 
the door. The carabinieri fired more shots, apparently at 
anybody they could see, but not a great many. Then other guards 
came up and took over and carried Cobbett and Weeks to the 
infirmary. I heard that Cobbett died but Weeks came out of 
hospital some time later, somewhat shaken but otherwise all 
right. He told me of what had happened and the carabinieri had 
been quite close when they fired. So far as I know, there was 
no challenge or anything to make Cobbett and Weeks halt or 
realise that the carabinieri were about to fire. 

4. . In Juno 1942 I went to Camp No.102, where I remained until 
the Armistice in September 1943. I escaped but after about a 
month was recaptured and taken to Germany. 

SWORN at Eastbourne in the County ) 
of Sussex this 19th day of July 	) 	B.A. GRIFgITHS 
1945 

Before me, 
C.W. MAYO 
A Commissioner for Oaths. 
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IN THE MATTM OP :- 

Tlle murder and woundinI of 
British prisoners of war at 
Camp No.78 at Sulmona on 
about the 25th or 28th 
necember 1941 

APPIDAVIT 

- of 

PT. L.A. JRIPpITHS 

THE TRWURY 30LICITOR, 
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IN THE MATTER OF :. 

The murder and wounding of British prisoners of war 
at Camp No.73 Sulmona at about the 25th or 26th 
December, 1941. 

A F F I D A V I T. 

I, ANTHONY JOHN DEANE-DRUMMOND, 71076, Major, Royal Signals, 
with a present address of Staff College, Camberley, Surrey and 
with a permanent address at Little Barrington, Burford, 
Oxfordshire, make oath and say as follows :- 

1. In February 1941 I took part in a parachute raid on 
South Italy and was taken prisoner of war in the Mountains in 
that region and was taken to Naples Aerodrome. Later I was 
taken to Camp No.78 at Sulmona. I stayed some ten months at 
Camp No.78 at Sulmona but eventually escaped therefrom on the 
gth December 1941. I was caught on the Swiss border on the 
13th December 1941 and sent to Milan where I was placed in a 
cell at the Carabinieri Headquarters and subjected to incessant 
interrogation for some 40 hours. I was then sent to Camp No.41 
at Montalbo. 

2. After escaping from Camp No.78 at Sulmona on the 8th 
December 1941 and being recaptured on the 13th December 1941 
and spending nome 35 days in prison in Camp No.41 at Montalbo 
I was sent back to Camp No.78 at Sulmona and stayed there about 
one month from the Middle of January to middle of February 
1942. During the latter period I was told by our Second in 
Command, namely Col. Mitchell, R.E. that at Christmas tire 
1941 some four or five other ranks came out of a but in their 
compound late in the evening after a sing song or other 
seasonal festivity, when the guards fired on the peTty 
indiscriminately and killed one man and wounded othera, The 
said Col. Mitchell also told me that the Italians to screen 
themselves because they realised the outrage was inexcusable, 
issued an order after the occurrence and ante-dated it to a 
date before the occurrence in an attempt to justify the guards 
action. I cannot give the names, ranks or units of the 
Officers or men concerned either on the Italian side or of 
the other ranks who were fired on. I believe the following 
men might be able to assist with evidence with regard to these 
incidents, namely: Sgt. Parker, Sgt. Clements (now commissioned 
as a Lieutenant in the 13th Parachute Battalion in the 6th 
Airborne Division), C.S.M. Lawley now in the 6th Airborne 
Division of the 12th Parachute iattalion. 

SWORN at Camberley in the County) 
of Surrey this 25rd day of June ) 
1945 

A.J. DEANE-DRUMMOND, 
Major. 

Before me, 

W. HERRINGTON 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 
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Ili 	Lf. ..1."1iThil OF 

The murder und woundin6 of British 
priooners of war ut Gump 14o. 76 
6almonu at about the 25th or 26th 
December 1t 41 

	41■11••■••11.1111 

AFFIDAVIT 

. of - 

-Adujor A.J. DL;Alii!..DRJLIJ.WND 

Mt; TRJ.A3uAl SOLIaTOR. 
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IN TIP :''';17T7R3 OF : 

A. The ill-treat-!ent 	British Prisoners of War and Breaches 
of the Geneva Conventions 1229 at Naples Civil Prison in 

br119- r y 1941. 

B. The ill-treatment of Bri.tirlh Prisoners of War and breaches 
of the Geneva Conventions 1222 at Camp !Tor 7q at Sulmona 
duping the period. march 1)41 to 'nth September 1943. 

C. The 7ounding of and Assault on Sergeant Alfred Parker at 
Camp No. 71 at Sulmona on 10 th December 

7. The We'!nding of and Assault or, John Fallon at Camp Ye.71 
at ;Ailmona in December 1242. 

The :::urder of a British Prisoner of War, name, rank and 
Unit at present unknown, and the wounding of other British 
Prisoners of 7inr at Camp No.71 at Sulmona on the 2Pth 
December 1247. 

F. The 71 urder of Lance Corporal George Dent at a Machine-Gun 
Post near Cerignola on or about the 21st of September 1243. 

AFFIDAVIT 

I, ALL fl 	PAP471R, Sergeant, Glider Pilot Reciment, now at "Br,  
Squadron, R.A.F. Station, 11;arles Coins, "ssex and with a permanent 
address at 50 Oxford Street, Sheffield 8, make Oath and say as 
follows :- 

	

. 1. 	I was one of the Paratroops which landed south of Foggia in 
February 1P41. I was taken to Naples Civil Prison and was kept 
there about 5 days. The food there was very sad, I only had one 
meal in 24 hours. I was kept in solitary confinement and the 
conditions were extremel7 filthy. The object of this treatment 
was to endeavour to get me to talk. I cannot now give the names 
of the Officers in control. 

	

2- 	I was thence taken to the Naples Military Detention Barracks 
where I Was kept some 10 to 14 days. I was then sent to Camp No 
71 at Sulnona. 

	

3, 	I was kept prisoner at Camp No .72 at Sulmona from the 1st 
March 1941 to the 9th September 1°43. We wore lodged in huts and 
the overcrowdilv became so great an they were kept in such an 
extremely dirty state that they became very verminous. At first 
there were 42 men in Q room, then increased to (3 and later to '14. 

As to the food, at first it was just possible to live on the 
supply but from the period December 1041 to February 1943 it was 
a case of slow st'irvation and there were no Aod Cross parcels 
issued to us during that period; I cannot say why but I strongly 
suspect that it was due to Italian thievin:. 

As a consequence of the above conditions there was a great 
amount of disease in the Carp: chiefly Dyeertery, Desert Sores, 
Scabies and si-in rliseaeos and almost uni - ersal illness through 
malnutrition. 

	

4. 	On the 10th Dese-lber 1042 at the said Camp Yo.72  at Sulmona 
I was caught climbing an internal wall. Thin was against the 
rules. The G'ards cane and took no to the Administration office. 
An Italian officer was called (ho were a black leather coat and 
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wan a short stocky man). He waa very angry with the Guards for 
not shooting no on the spot. By his orders I was searched 
thoroughly and then stripped naked whereon the said Officer and 
the Guards under his directions beat no up by punching me with 
their fiats for some minutes. I was then allowed to dress and put 
in the cella until the rpth December 15)42. 

In December 1942 at the said Camp No.70 at Sulmona a British 
Prisoner of 	an Air Gunner from the Navy called John Fallon 
%As wounded and assaulted. 

The said Fallon was brought into the cells while I was in 
prison there as described in the last preceding paragraph hereof. 
On a day or two later he was allowed out of the cell in order to 
wash. He was not quite as quick as the Guard wanted and was still 
lathering his face when a Guard hit him violently on the chin with 
a gun butt and beat him up badly. The said Fallon did not 
retaliate; I saw the incident myself, but the Sergeant of the Guard 
reported said Fallon as having assaulted the Guard. There was no 
truth whatever in this allegation: the converse was the fact. The 
said Fallon told me that he had been sentenced to a long sentence -
many years - in fact he nerved ln months and was then exchanged 
and repatriated. 

f. 	On 28th December 1942 just after nightfall I was in my but at 
Camp No.78 at Sulmona when I heard several shots fired and the sound 
of men running away from them. I was told afterwards by many 
informers that some British Prisoners of War (I cannot say now how 
many) were walking across the said Camp. The Guards had had some 
liquor and for a reason unknown to me the Guards fired and kept on 
firing about some 12 rounds. One British Prisoner of War was 
killed (I cannot now give his name, rank or unit) and many others 
were wounded including one Sidney Weeks now I believe a Corporal 
in the Kings Royal Rifles. 

7. 	I escaped from the said Camp at Sulmona on or about the 8th 
September 1943. Thereafter I wandered in the neighbouring country 
in the company of Lance Corporal George Dent. After travelling in 
company with him for some days we were joined by two Italians who 
had I believe in all probability been members of the Italian Armed 
Forces. All of our party were dressed in civilian clothes and had 
discarded our identity disco. 

On the 23rd of October 1043 we had reached a place some 5 miles 
South of Oerignola. At about 5 o'clock in the evening our party was 
captured by a Patrol of four men sent out from a German Machine-Gun 
Post. At about the same time another Patrol rounded up eight more 
Italians also in civilian clothes. Both parties were brought to the 
Machine-Gun Post. We were all taken to a neighbouring farmhouse and 
interrogated by a German Officer who appeared to be a Lieutenant. 
I cannot give the name of his Unit beyond the fact that most of them 
had the Parratroopist badge. I can, however, say this, that the 
said Guard did not live in any village as their Gun Post was in the 
open about 5 miles due South of Oerignola and there was no village 
there but the said Guard were using the house on an estate in that 
district as their headquarters. He asked his questions in Italian. 
Tie British members of the party kept silent because they did not 
wish to disclose their nationality: The Italians said that they were 
trying to reach their families who were in South Italy. The German 
Guards under the control of the said Officer then searched the 
Italians and took away all their property and marched them into 
another room. About 10 minutes later the door opened and two men 
were called out of the room. The said Lance Corporal Dent went out 
with one Italian. As coon as they had left the room those of us 
who were still in the said room heard four ahota. The German Guards 
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then came back and asked for two more men. 1  writ out with C:P:1 
of the Italian prisoners. I in!lediately disclosed my identity 
saying; that I was a British prisoner of War. The German Guard 
then told me to stand aside and then immediately shot 
who had accompanied me. The said Guard then dragged out the 
remaining prisoners two by two and shot each man in turn. I saw 
the body of the said Lance Corporal Dent lying with the other 
prisoners who had been shot. The said Dont was then already tad. 

I was then taken back to Cerimola, was kept with the German 
Troops for some days, and was then sent back to the rear of tho 
German Lines. After a further twelve days I escaped again and 
later reached the British Lines. 

SWORN at Blabe Hill Farm ) 
Earls Oolne this 7th day 	) 
of March 1945 

Before me, 
T.J.F. FOL7Y, 

Major. 
A Commissioner for oathn. 

A. PARK7R. 

3. 
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..1ATT7,113 OF : 

The ill-troatmont of British 
prtsonors of war and breaches of 
'ho Genova Conventions 1929  at 

Civil Prison 4.n February 
1,)41. 

B. Tile ill-treatment of British 
prilo,airs of war nr-1,1 br,,aches of 
trio Goneva Conventions 1929 at 
Camp 1'e.7"1 at 5ulmona -Lxins the 
pori0.1 ::Lx:h 190-1 to nth 
3opt -?-1,or 1943. 

0, The wounlin: of anl assault on 
Sorg,— nt Alfred Parker at 0a,ip 
No .7'' at ;111norn on 10th Jeceriber 
in42. 

J. Th3 wc,andinr, of and assault on 
John Fr.11on at Ca-lp N1.70 at 
Sulmona in Deconber 1942. 
The Sairder of a British prisoner 
of war, nano, rank and Unit at 
present unknown, and the wounding 
of other British Prisoners of 'jar 
at Card 1'o .7'1 at 3ulmona on the 
28th December 1043. 

F. The murder of Lance Corporal 
George Dent at a Machine-Gun Pont 
near Cerignola on or about the 
fist of September 1943 

AFFIDAVIT 

- of - 

SerFpant ALFRED PARKER 

A., 

TIV TTIA3URY SOLICIT02. 



. Captain Sommavilla, Commandant, Camp 78, Sulmona 
Italy in December 1941 

  

     

     

     

Two guards on dutyin the said Camp on 28th December 

194.1  

(For the Use of the Secretariat)  

Registered Number. 

40 
	!Warn" (3  

1784 
Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

Mit Jetty 	J f/ 

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 

 

UVITED_KINGDOM ......... ...CHARGES AGAINST 	ITALIAN  WAR CRIMINALS 

 

   

CHARGE No.  UK —  1/B 13   * 

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

    

    

    

    

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

  

December 28th p 41 	  

Sulmona, 	 Italy, Camp 79.  

   

     

      

      

      

      

      

xxvii. Use 	of explosive or expanding bulleta or other 
inhuman appliances 

i. 	Murder 
xxix. 	Ill-treatment of prisoners of war. 
Breach of 	Hague Convention 1899 	prohibiting the use. of 
expanding bullets.  
Breach of Article of Laws and Usages of war and 	parti- 
cularly 	Article 2 of the.. Geneva Convention 1929 	relat- 
ing to the treatment of prisoners of war. 

(Continued on page 2) 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

On the evening of 28th December 1941 there was a camp concert 
duly authorised. It was customary for the concert party to be 
allowed to go to the cook-house for a drink after the performance. 
Rifleman Cobbett and L/Cpl. Weeks, two members of the concert 
party were proceeding to the Cook-house after the performance 
when two guards, said to have been drunk, shouted something in 
Italian which was not understood. Both men stood still. One of 
the guards fired. The other had a misfire. Cobbett fell to the 
ground. Weeks hearing the guards trying to reload, fell down 
pretending to be hit. One of the guards walked to yeeks, lifted 

Severa men tried to his rifle and struck him with the butt end. 
leave their huts and assist the two men but they were fired on and 
had to return. After about twenty minutes, Cobbett and weeks were 
removed. Cobbett was killed. 

TRANSNI ITTED BY 	  

• Ins?rt serial number uncier whiCh the case is registered In the files of the Natioaal Office of the accusing State. 

r 	1120 	sOo 1 14 A. 	4,685! !'ilyy,:;,,!ry, 
z • 1 , 1,17 l'.1139 	5,0011 	3 14 
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PARTICULARS OF ALLEGED .CR I ME 	1785 
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The conceit referred to in the Short Statement of Facts as 
having  taken place on the evening  of 26th December 1941 was only 
given after the Regulations had been complied with, i.e. that 
the Camp Commandant should be informed beforehand. This was done 
so that the two guards who patrolled inside the compound could be 
notified. Prior to the concert the two guards were seen to be 
lying in the snow and appeared to be drunk. A prisoner of war, 
Sapper Wallis, tried to assist them, but they threatened to shoot 
him. Immediately after the concert the men returned to theirfhuts. 
It was the custom for members of the concert party to be allowed 
to go to the cook-house for a hot drink. 

Rifleman Cobbett and L/Cpl. Weeks, both of whom were in the 
concert party, left their hutand walked to the cook-house. Just 
before they got to the cook-house the two guards who were stand-
ing  between the huts, shouted something. According  to Corporal 
Weeks' statement, after the guard had shouted, both men stood 
still. One of the guards aimed his rifle at Cobbettland fired. 
Cobbett fell to the ground and lay still. He had been hit in the 
face and neck. The other guard's rifle misfired. L/Cpl. weeks, 
hearing the guards trying  to reload, fell down pretending  to be 
hit. After several attempts to reload which both guards were 
unable to do, one of them walked up to Weeks, lifted his rifle 
and struck him with the butt end. 

Immediately after the incident, several men tried to leave 
their but and assist the two men, but they were fired on and had 
to return. After about fifteen minutes Corporal Polley, R.C. of 
S., who spoke Italian, managed to leave his but and attract the 
attention of other guards. After about twenty minutes Cobbett 
and Weeks were removed. 

(Continued from page 1)  

Neglect of duty towards helpless persons, murder and unlawful 
wounding. 
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A.M. 

THE DEFENCE ACTS, 1842 TO 1935. 

THE ORDNANCE BOARD TRANSFER 
ACT, 1855. 

THE AIR FORCE (CONSTITUTION) 
ACT, 1917. 

THE AIR FORCE (APPLICATION OF 
ENACTMENTS) (No. 1) ORDER, 1918. 

THE ACQUISITION OF LAND (ASSESS-
MENT OF COMPENSATION) ACT, 
1919. 

THE AIR NAVIGATION ACT, 1936. 

THE MILITARY TRAINING ACT, 1939. 
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25, Charminster Ave., 
South Yardley, 
Birminghwal  25. 
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4th Sept: 42. 

With reference 
for not writing before. 
you. As you suggest, I  

to your letter dated 10th Aug. Please accept my apologies 
I hope: the information which I enclose, will be of value to 
did give a statement whilst I w:,..- in Cairo. 

STATEWINT 

The following statement, is to the best of my knowledge, true. 

(.,):2 the evening of the 26th of December, 1941, I, No.7883417, Sgt. 
Fordham, was a P.O.W. at Sulmona Camp, Italy. There was a concert, given by P.O.W.'s. 
The regulations had been complied 'with, i.e. that the Camp Cormnandant should be 
informed beforehand. This was done, so that the two guards, is'o patroled inside the 
compound, could be notified. The first incident, occured about 8.45 14111. ;then 
Wallis saw the two guards lying ia the snow they were obviously drunk. 	He tried to 
assist them, but they threatened to shoot him. Immediately after the concert had 
finished, the men returned to their huts. The concert party were allowed to go to the 
cook-house fora hot drink. 

Rifleman Cobbett and L/C. WeeKs, both of wham were in the concert-party, left 
their but and walked to the cook-house (see Flan). Just before they got to the 
cook-house, the two guards who were standing between the huts, shorted something. (The 
following is a statement, made by L/C. Weeks whilst in the infirmary, this statement was 
smuggled out, and read by myself). "After the guard had shouted something, we both 
stood still. One of the guards, aimed his rifle at Cobbett and fired. Cobbett fell 
to the ground, and lay still, he had been hit in the face and neck. 

I (L/C. Weeks) hearing the guard trying to reload, fell down, pretending to 
be hit. The other guard tried to fire his rifle at me, but had a misfire. After 
several attempts to reload, which both guards were unable to do, one of them walked up 
to me, lifted his rifle and struck me with the butt-end." This ends 14/C. Weeks 
statement. 

The whole of this incident was seen by several persons through the vindow of 
a hut. The night was very clear, with snow and a full =Kn. These men have all made 
statements, taken down by R.cJ.M.S. Potter, R.C. of S. N.C.O. i/c No.4 Compound, and 
secretly given to Lieut. Col. Munro, Australian Forces, and then Senior British Officer, 
Sulmona. 

Immediately after the incident, several men tried to leave their hut, and 
assist the two men. But they were fired on, and had to return. After about 15 minute: 
Cpl. Paley, B.C. of S. who can speak Italian, managed to leave his hut, and attract the 
attention of some more guards. After about 20 min. Cobbett and Weeks were removed. 

The Italians made a search of the area concerned, possibly to find the missing 
ammunition. Next morning, two rounds were picked up, I examined both these rounds, 
they were Dua-dum, the bullet being spilt three ways, with a flat head. 

Plan 

Z in HUT 88 window 
through which 
incident was seen. 

 

Cook House 

Filen Hut 87 I 

Two Guards 

80 men Hut 881 

COBBETT 
AJES 

Latrine 

  

   

  

Cobbett & Weeks Hut. 
but 89. 
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I trust, Sir, that if any more information is required yco will let me 
know. 

With reference to other witnesses repatriated with me. Cpl. koCoy, 
Royal Corps of Signals was in nut 03, and I believe 'fie could civa you a statenent. 

Roars sincerely, 

(signed) J. PORDHAK. 

Major Little, 
The War Office, 
Oarsopt Street House, 
Carson Street, 
Landon., W.1. 

• • 	• 
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1. Attached is an Affidavit with exhibit by J.F.M. Vordham 
formerly No. 7883417, Sergeant, 9th Battallion Royal tank 
Regiment, who was a prisoner of war at Stimona camp at the 
time of this occurrence. The Affidavit ;Iires a very clear 
account of what occurred, to which, though largely hearsay, a 
very definite value, must be assigned. 

In due course there will be available the evidence of the 
following :- 

L/dpl. Weeks 
Sapper Wallis 
R.Q.M.S. Potter, R.C. of S. 
api. Polley, R.C. of S. 

2. According to Pordhamt s Statement, a number of other men 
were witnesses of thisincident through the window of a hut. 
The night was very clear with snow and a full moon. These men 
all made statements which were,taken down by R.Q.M.S. Potter 
and secretly given to Lieut. Col. Munro, Australian P'orces and 
then Senior British Officer, Sulmona 
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(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence ; 
(c) whether the case appearsito be reasonably complete.) 

This appears to be a clear case 

In view of the fact that Fordhmm can prove the existence of 
expansive bullets in possession of the guards, the case would 
appear to be complete against Sommavilla. If the defence is made 
that this was a breach of Convention, in effect an infraction 
merely of a treaty and not a criminal offence and that this 
point is not covered by.British legislation or the inherent 
jurisdiction to punish offences against the laws and customs 
of warfare, a criminal element can be supplied by the fact that 
by putting prisoners of war who were in his charge at the mercy 
of guards arced with dum-dum bullets he was responsible for the 
consequenoes of their use. Clearly also there was neglect of 
duty in failing to maintain proper discipline. 

As regards identification of the guards, it is to be 
supposed that some enquiry was made and that the names of the 
Guards are likely to be forthcoming, either as a result of that 
enquiry or from information derived from Capt. Sommavilla, who 
will have no reason for refusing to divulge the names of these 
men. 





Lett4,rs.should be addressed to-- 
THE TREASURY SOLICITOR, 

bud thflpIlowIng referenCe quoted on the 
cover a 	in the letter : 

W. C. B. /HUB/III(  a) 
Telephone No.: WHITEHALL 112-I 

EXTENSION: 29 
Telegraphic Address: 

" PROCTOREX, LONDON.—  

('ode used: A.B.C., 6TH EDN., 5 letter. 

Sir, 

4 
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STOREY'S GATE, 

ST. 3ANIRS'S PAM:. 

LONDON. S.\V.1. 

31st July 1945. 

/ 

Commission's reference 157AElIt.14 
B.N 0. No. UK - I/B.14 

Udine Gruppignano - General 

The above mentignqd,Charge was received at 
the Secretariat on the lot ' 	 1944. 	Up to that 
time there had been no eye witness available to vive 
an Affidavit. 

Since that date, I have been able to see 
certain Australian soldiers on their way through 
this country from German camps to Australia. 
have, therefore, taken Affidavits from three of these 
soldiers and have sent the original Affidavits to 
Judge Advocate General's Department where the Charge 
is at present for prosecution. 	I am also sending a 
copy to Nar Office A.G.5XV4 who are prosecuting 
enquiries in Italy. 

For your records I enclose copies of these 
Affidavits. 

The three witnesses are N/0. .N.Triffett, 
L/Cpl. W.Bickerstaff and Driver J.J.Lackey. 	The 
latter two in addition to an Affidavit on general 
lines speak to a specific incident when Bickerstaff 
was wounded and it was thought well to make separate 
Affidavits lest at Borne later time it was felt 
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desirable to prefer a separate Charge or possibly 
a second prosecution if the Guard in question is 
identified. 

HCB/PHB 
	

I am, Sir, 
Your, obedient Servant, 

Officer i/c 'afar crimes Branch. 

( The_Bacreta4 
enemi War Crimes Commission, 

Chareirliouse, 
Westminster S.W.1. 
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IN TH7 MATTER OF :- 

The ill-treatment of British prisoners of war and breaches 
of the Geneva Conventions 1929 at Camp No. 57 at Udine/ 
Gruppignano between October 1941  and April 1943 

AFFIDAVIT 

No. QX 5753 W/0 /I, EDGAR NATHANI7L TRIFFETT now at "0" 
Company, A.I.F. Transit Camp, Eaatbourne, Sussex, with a private 
address at Julia Creek, Box 8, via Townsville, North Queennland, 
Australia, make Oath and say as follows :- 

1. I was captured between 71 Gazala and Tobruk on 7th April 1941. 
After escaping I was re-captured on the 9th April 1941. After 
passing through a number of transit camps in North Africa viz: 
Derna, Benghazi, Tripoli and Caserta Hospital I was taken from 
Africa to Italy at the end of May or beginning of June, 1941, 
landing at Naples. After some days at a transit camp at Oapua 
ictnsisting of tents, and 10 days at Sulmona, I was moved to a camp 
at Prato Ararco in the Brenner Pass where I remained until about 
October 25th 1941. Thence I was moved to Camp No.57 at Udine/ 
Gruppignano arriving about the 26th October, 1941. 

2. All the time I was at Carr No. 57 the Commandant was a Colonel 
Oaloaterra, who was a Colonel of carabinieri. He was very brutal 
and reasonable particularly in the awarding cf punishment for what 
were only very minor offences. All the Oarabinieri were hostile 
and anti-British, except for the Officer, a Colonel, who was second 
in Command, but whose name I d)not remember, who was very fair and 
decent to the prisoners. 

3. The accommodation at tke Camp was not bad, nor was the sani- 
tation as this was constructed by prisoners, who built a but for 
the purpose with a cement slope which was flushed by sluicing from 
the wash place. There was no lack of water at this Oamp. 

4. The food was terrible there not leing nearly sufficient to 
keep a man even in ordinary health. In the early morning we got a 
cup of acorn coffee, at 11 a.m. about half a pint of macaroni 
skilly and at 4 p.m. about the same amount. We had in addition 200 
grammes of bread a day which was later reduced to 150 grammes 
We did have each week, usually issued on a Thursday, about li" x 
le of cheese. The most macaroni that anyone ever had in their 
skills was 13 small pieces. Occasionally we were given a half 
a sup of raw boiled rice and perhaps half a dozen' times during my 
time at this Camp I got a piece of fruit, generally a small apple. 
The Italian civilians had far better rations than the Prisoners of 
7ar. 

Red Cross parcels, apart from one period of 9 weeks, were 
fairly regular. We were usually given one each day between eleven 
men. In the earlier days we would get a parcel each at intervals 
but for security reasons the Italiann made a new arrangement and 
issued the one parcel between a number of men. Tverything was 
opened, even the tins and I understood that this was to avoid 
possibility of anyone saving up unopened tins for the purpose 
of providing supplies for escaping. 

5. As a result of the great shortage of food (if it had not been 
for the Red Cross parcels we should have starved) we all suffered 
terribly from malnutrition. Men suffered from "black-outs" and 
often could not even get up. Dysentery was common and stomach 
trouble. There were a great number of deaths of which I lost count 

1. 
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A great friend of mine, Ted Nuby, whose number I dn not 
remember but who I think was from Western Australia, died of 
malnutrition. In addition I believe that two men died at the 
Working Camp at Prato as a result of tins of food in the Rod 
Cross parcels having been opened by the Italians before issue. 

	

R. 	The Camp Infirmary was run by the prisoners and was quite 
good. I was in there onoe for treatment of my wound. 

	

7. 	I acted as camp boot maker. On one occasion I had a pair 
of Red Cross boots on which I was going to put an extra sole 
to make them last longer and one of the Carabinieri whose name 
I do not 	tried to commandeer the boots. He tried to 
bayonet me but / knocked him down with the last. For this I 
was in the Camp goal for a month. No charge was made and I 
had no trial - so far as I am aware there never were any 
trials - but the punishment was issued by Oalcaterra. Durin,-; 
my imprisonment I was chained for five hours a day, 2i hours 
in the morning and Oi hours in the afternoon, being chained 
against the wall as if crucified and with heavy leg irons. 
The only food I was allowed was half a cup of soup and 150 
grammes 	bread a day. I was stripped and had only a board 
to sleep on. I came out of the gaol weighing barely 9 stone, 
having weighed 12 st. 7 lbs. when I went in. 

	

H. 	Another prisoner named Simons, No. VX 1982, was put in the 
next cell to me during my imprisonment. He had been put there 
for moving on parade. Later Simone was shot, though I was not 
present at the time and I was informed, though I do not 
remember the name of my informant, that he was shot by the same 
Garabinieri whom I had knocked down when he tried to commandeer 
the boots. From the general talk in the Camp I understood 
Simons was shot while being held by two other prisoners of war 
of whom one was named Lackey. 

9. On another occasion I was in gaol for 14 days because 
I was in possession of too much Italian money. As Camp boot 
maker I was able to go out of the Camp from time to time to 
get tools and material and I used to organise escapes and got 
tools for that purpose. I used to bribe the soldiers at the 
gate with Red Cross cigare ttes not to search me, but the 
authorities got suspicious and I was given 14 days in gaol. 

10. We were treated fairly by Italian soldiers but not by 
Carabinieri. There was quite a lot of promiscuous shooting. 
For no apparent reason on Christmas TWe 1942, they opened 
fire and shot one prisoner through the throat and another 
through the back of the neck. I do. not remember the names, the 
men were merely standing outside their huts. 

11. On another occasion the authorities proposed to cut the 
hair off a number of prisoners and a Warrant Officer named 
Oottman objected because of the exposure to the cold which 
would have resulted. Cottman was handcuffed and chained to a 
chair in the presence of Calcaterra his hair was reaped off 
with clippers and they stood over him with bayonets. This was 
in winter when it was very cold. As a result of this incident 
60 men were put in a small but for three !- ont1113 in the depth 
of winter and were chained to one another, and at night they 
were handcuffed. . 

C) 
• 
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12. In about June 1942, I heard, though I do not remember 
from whom, that driver Albert Bullivant, whose number I think 
began VX was shot in Udine Hospital. I never heard why he 
was shot and though it was said that he committed suicide it 
later leaked out that the Italians shot him. I believe he had 
a touch of the sun. 

t

13. 	The Italians did try to heat the Camp. There was one 
stove in each room, the rooms held about 19 men each. We had 
two blankets each, though one was wtthdrawn in the summer. 
Coal was very diffioult to get and we suffered terribly from 
the cold. We most of us had only our deuert kit which was 
later supplemented by Red cross clothing. Occasionally the 
men would get some ragged clothing from the Italians, they 
took away from the Red Cross parcels any civilian clothing. 
he facilities for exercise in view of the number of men at 
he camp, as many as 8,000 men at one time, were not bad. 

14. I left Camp Mo. 57 in March or early April 1943, when I 
went to Camp No. 106 in the Po Valley. I escaped from here 
on tho 4th July, 1943 and joined the Italian patisans getting 
back to England via Faris on the 21st November, 1944. 

SWORN at Eastbourne in - the 	) 
county of Sussex this 16th ) 
	

E.N. TRIFFETT. 
day of July 1945 

Before me, 
W.G. JENKINS. 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 
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IN THE MATTER OF : 

The ill-treatment of British 
prisoners of war and breaches of 
the Geneva Conventions 1929 at 
Camp No.57 at Udine/Gruppignano 
between Ootober 1941 and April 
1943 

AFFIDAVIT 

OM of ow 

W/o. II. E.N. TRIFFETT 

THE TREASURY SOLICITOR. 
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IN THE MATTr•R OF : 

The ill-treatment of British prisoners of war 
and broaches of the Geneva Oonventione, 1929 
at Oamp No.57 at Odine/Gruppignano between 
October 1941 and April 1943 

AFFIDAVIT 

No. QX.5884 Lance Corporal WILLIAM BICKERSTAFP, A.I.F., 
now on a course at Bradford Technical College, Bradford, 
Yorkshire and with a private address at 8 Blenheim Road, 
Lindfield, Sydney, Australia, make Oath and say as follows :- 

1. I was captured near Derna on the 7th April 1941. After 
about three weeks in North Africa I wan taken with other 
prisoners by ship to Italy arriving at Naples on the 2nd May 
1941. After about a week at a prisoners of war camp at Oapua 
and six weeks at Sulmona, I was at a camp at Prato Asarco, 
Bolzano, from about 18th July to 26th Ootober 1941. I was then 
moved with other prisoners to Camp No,57 at Udine/Gruppignano, 
arriving there on 27th October 1941. 

2. We heard at our previous cane that Camp No.57 was a police 
camp and the Italian authorities appeared to do everything 
they could to make life hard for use The Commandant, Oolonello 
Oalcaterra, was very harsh and unreasonable, particularly in 
the punishments he awarded for very minor offences. It was not 
uncommon for a man to be in jail for having his coat collar 
turned up when the Commandant came round or for moving on parade 
There was a Lieutenant whose name I do not know but whom we 
called "Bronco" who was particularly malicious in putting men 
in jail for such matters. The Oarabinieri, of which Oalcaterra 
was a Colonel, were extremely hostile to us, except for the 
second in command, whose name I cannot recollect. 

3. I have no particular complaint about the accommodation at 
the camp, nor the sanitation after a proper but had been 
constructed by the prisoners the-selves. There was no lack of 
water at this camp. 

4. The food ration was meagre. If it had not been for the 
Red Cross parcels which, apart from one period, came in fairly 
regularly, we should have starved. As it was there was a great 
deal of malnutrition and the prisoners suffered from dysentery 
and stomach trouble. I remember the death of one man whose 
name so far as I can remember was Nuby who died from malnutri-
tion and I heard that Captain Levine made a complaint to the 
authorities about this death and that there was considerable 
trouble about it. For our food ration we had the usual cup of 
ooffee in the early morning, about half a pint of skilly at 
11 a.m. and another half pint at 4 p.m. with 200 grammes of 
bread a day, which was later reduced to 150 grammes. We also 
had once a week a small piece of cheese which had to last us 
the whole week. The skilly was made of macaroni or rice, but 
very little macaroni or rice could be found in it. 

5. I remember being told by W.0.2. E.N. Triffett of his 
having been in jail for an incident when he knocked down a 
Oarabinieri who had tried to commandeer some boots on which 
he had been working as bootmaker. He told me he had been 
chained while in prison. 
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8. 	I remember an occasion when a prisoner named Adams was shot, 
but I do not know the circumstances, except that it was in the 
very early morning and I saw his body that morning on the wire. 
I hoard in the camp, though I do not remember the name of my 
informant, that he had been shot at close range and there was 
some question whether he was disturbed in his mind. It seemed 
unlikely that he was trying to escape in full possession of his 
facilities as the place was quite near to where one of the 
guards was stationed. 

	

7. 	The Italians took from the Red Cross parcels any civilian 
clothing, only issuing us with army clothing. I believe that 
the civilian clothing was held in store outside the camp. I 
do not think that the Italians actually stole it. 

	

n. 	I remember a prisoner named Simons being put in jail for 
having moved on parade. Later Simons was shot, but I was not 
present at the time and only heard that, he had been shot by 
Oarabinieri on the cricket ground while being held by two 
other prisoners. 

	

9. 	I was still at Camp No. 57 at the armistice in September 
1943 when the Germans took over and I was taken to Germany. 

SWORN at Bradford in the 
County of York this 11th 	W. B/OKrRSTAFF L/Opl. 
day of July 1945 

Biafora me, 
HENRY H. DUNCAN. 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 
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IN THE MATTER OF : 

The ill-treatment of British 
prisoners of war and breaches of 
the Geneva Conventions 1929 at 
Camp No.57 at Udine/Gruppignano 
between October 1941 and April 1943 

AFFIDAVIT 

- of - 

L/0101. WILLIAM BIOKERSTAFF 

THE TREASURY SOLICITOR. 



Now or 14. 

IN Tri1i3 MATT7R OF : 
	 1802 

The Wounding of Lanoe Corporal William Bickerstaff 
at Camp No.57 at Udine/Gruppignano on 30th October 1141 

AFFIDAVIT 

I, No. QX 5884 Lance-Corporal William Bickerstaff, A.I.P., now 
on a course at Bradford Technical College, Bradford, Yorkshire, 
and with private address at 8 Blenheim Road, Lindfield, Sydney, 
Australia, make Oath and say as follows :- 

1. I was captured near Derna on the 7th April 1941. After about 
three weeks in North Africa, I was taken with other prisoners by 
ship to Italy, arriving at Naples about the 2nd May 1941. After 
about a week at a prisoners of war camp at Capua and six weeks at 
Sulmona, I was at a oamp at Prato Asarco, Bolzano, from about 18th 
July to 26th October 1941. I was then moved with other prisoners 
to Camp No.57 at Udine/Gruppignano, arriving there on the 27th 
October 1941. 

2. There were, I think, 435 Australian prisoners of war moved to 
this camp and we were met by at least 400 Italian guards. They 
were clearly very frightened of us. We were all put in one 
compound, which was surrounded by a wire fence, which had a trip 
wire about 4 yards inside it. Round the wire fence were sentry 
boxes every 10 or 12 yards, which were manned by Italian soldiers. 
Later on the number of these sentry boxes was very much reduced. 

3. No rules or regulations were issued at Camp No. 57 up to the 
time of the incident when I was shot. For instance, there were no 
rules made known to us as to any limits within which we must walk, 
the time for going to bed or for lights to be turned out. At our 
previous oamp the time for lights out had been 9.30 p.m. 

4. It was very oold when we arrived at this camp, there being 
snow on the surrounding mountains. We had not yet been issued with 
any Red Cross clothing and only had very poor Italian stuff which 
had no warmth in it. On the 30th October 1941 at about 8.15 p.m. 
I had just finidhed playing a game of bridge. In company with 
Corporal F.A. McDermott, A.A.S.C., I decided to go for a short walk 
to get warmed up. At this time the lights in all the huts were 
still on. 

We started to walk up and down parallel to the trip wire where 
the wire fence ran in front of the camp commandant's general 
offices. These offices wore on the opposite side of the wire. 
We walked up and down a distance of about 90 yards five or six 
times, talking together, and without any idea of conces4ment. 
Suddenly there was a loud, staccato yell, which made us both stop 
and look in one direction. Praotically simultaneously, I saw a 
blue light and something hit me. This turned ouL to be a bullet 
which had gone through the bridge of my nose. 

5. Covered with blood, I ran to the nearest hut, where an 
Australian medical sergeant whose name I do not remember attended 
to me as well as he could. Some little time afterwards the camp 
commandant, Colonello Calceterra, and some of his underlings came 
along. They took me to the camp infirmary, where I spent the 
night, and the next day I was taken to the military hospital at 

1. 
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11 Udine. I was blinded for four days and they tool: an X-Ray and 

then operated on my nose. I was given no anaesthetic apart from 
something which froze the blood but did not prevent the pain. 
They took out of my nose four small chips of bullets which the 
Italians called mscheggiN. As a result of this, I and the other 
prisoners generally claimed that it had been a dum-dum bullet, 
but the Italians refused to admit this. 

8. 	The Italians suggested that I was trying to escape. I was not 
in fact trying to escape and there were many reasons against any 
such attempt. We had only been in the camp three days and there 
had not been time to organise any escape had I wanted to do so. 
I had no money or food to escape with and what clothes I had were 
entirely unsuitable for escaping in a mountainous district when 
snow had already fallen. Further, when shot, I was immediately 
opposite the commandant's offices and well within the barbed wire 
round the compound. Nevertheless, at a meeting of sergants some 
time later, Oalcaterra cited my case as the first case of attempted 
escape. 

7. 	I was in hospital four weeks and on coming out I was given 
no kind of punishment ouch as might have been expected for an 
attempted escape. While in hospital I pioked up a good dgal of 
Italian, as I was alone there and no one spoke English. On my 
hospital paper it said that I had been trying to escape, but 
later on this was altered to read that I was walking too near 
the perimeter. As previously stated, no rules or regulations had 
been issued as to any limitation on our walking within the 
compound. 

S. 	I do not know the name of the soldier who shot me, but we 
heard, although I do not remember the source of. the information, 
that he had been given 50 lir3 and 10 days 16ave in Sicily, 
from where he came. 

SWORN at Bradford in the ) 
county of York this 18th 3 
day of July 1945 

W. BIOKERSTAFF L/Opl. 

Before me, 
HENRY H. DUNG AN. 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 
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IN THE MATTER OF : 

The Wounding of Lanoe Corporal 
Willicm Biokerstaff at Camp No.57 
at Udine/Gruppignano on 30th 
Ootober 1941 

AFFIDAVIT 

- of . 

L/Cpl. WILLIAM BICKERSTAFF 

THE TREASURY SOLICITOR. 
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IN THE MATTER OF :. 

The ill-treatment of riritish Prisoners of War and 
breaches of the Geneva Conventions 1929 at Camp No.57 
at Udine/Gruippignano between October 1941 and April 
1943. 

AFeIDAVIT 

I, No. NX.8519 Driver JOHN JAMES LACKEY, A.A.S.C. o: 
"A" Company, A.I.F. Transit Camp, Eastbourne, and with a private 
address at 55 Townsend Street, Bankstown, Sydney, Australia, 
make oath and say as follows :- 

1. I was captured at or near Derna on 7th April 1941. Aftor 
about five weeks in North Africa, I was taken with other prisoners 
by ship to Italy, arriving at Naples. I went thence to a 
prisoners of war camp at Capua, arriving on 18th May 1941, and 
after some time there went to Sulmona and thence to a camp at 
Prato Asarco, Bolzano, until 26th October 1941. Thence I went 
with other prisoners to Camp No.57 at Udine/Gruppignano; arriving; 
on the 27th OctOber 1941. 

2. The Italian Commandant at this Camp was Colonello Caloaterra, 
a Colonel of Carabinieri. He was very brutal and unreasonable 
and hostile to us and particularly in giving punishments for 
offences which were very small or not offences at all. It was not 
uncommon for a man who moved on parade to be put in jail, or for 
having his coat collar turned up. The Carabinieri as a whole 
were hostile, except for the Colonel, second in command, whose 
name I do not remember. There was an Italian Lieutenant, whom 
we knew as "Bronco" who was extremely malicious. I do net know 
his name. 

3. The accommodation was not bad and the sanitation was good 
after a but for the purpose had been constructed by the prisoners. 
This had a cement slope which was flushed by sluicing from the 
wash place. There was no lack of water at this camp. 

4. We were kept very short of food, not having enough to keep 
us healthy and we had to rely on the Red Cross parcels. Our 
rations consisted of a cup or ersatz coffee and about a pint of 
skilly made of macaroni or rice given out in two portions at 
11 a.m and 4 p.m. We had, to begin with, 200 grammes of bread 
a day, later reduced to 150 gramme's and once a week a small 
piece of cheese. 

b. 	Owing to the shortage of food the prisoners suffered from 
mal-nutrition and frequently could not get up and suffePed from 
black-outs. There was a lot of dysentery and stomach complaints 
and many of the prisoners died. 

6. 	On one occasion a prisoner named Gunner Armitage of an 
Anti-Aircraft Regiment, who came from Victoria, was absent from 
a morning parade. When he was missing from roll call, the 
Italians went to look for him and found him asleep, as nobody 
had called him. He was taken out and chained to a post for two 
hours. I do not remember the date, but it was early in 1942 
and a very cold morning. He had no overcoat, nor were re 
allowed to take him one. I waited until the guards had gone 
and took him a cup of tea. This WU3 not by any means an uncomron 
type of occurrence, but I do not remember the names of other men 
who were similarly chained. 
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7. 	I remember W.0.2 E.N. Triffett being put in prison 

where he was chained. I also remember another prisoner named 
Simons who was shot, but I do not remember the date. I did not 
see the occurrence, but I understand that two other prisoners 
were holding him and were ordered by the guard to move aside 
and the guard then shot Simons in cold blood. I do not know 
the name of the guard who fired the shot, but he was a Carabiniero 
I do not remember the name of my informant, but it was general 
talk in the camp. 

8. We heard at our previous camp that No.57 was a Police Camp 
under the administration of the Carabinieri and it certainly 
appeared to be planned to make life as hard for us as possible. 
I do not know if this was the 'responsibility of the Commandant 
Calcaterra or some higher authority. 

9. I remember an occasion when a Warrant Officer named Cottman 
was insulted and assaulted. The Italians proposed to cut the 
hair of a number of men and Cottman objected because of the 
exposure to the cold which would have resulted. Cottman was 
handcuffed and chained to a chair in the presence of Calcaterra 
and his head was practically shaved by a barber, after he had 
been accused of having dirty hair. Cottman was a man of educa-
tion and particularly careful of his appearance and he was very 
grossly insulted. I was present and saw this incident. 

10. I remember the occasion about Christmas 1942 when the 
Italians opened fire for no particular reason and one person 
was shot through the throat and another through the back of the 
neck. I do not remember their names, but the sudden opening 
fire was not by any means unusual. The men were doing nothing, 
merely standing outside their huts. 

11. I knew Driver Albert Bullivant quite well and he was said 
to have died in Udine Hospital. I believe that he was disturbed 
in his mind and it was said that he had committed suicide, 
though later rumours said that he had been shot by the Italians, 
but of this I know of no proof. 

12. I also remember a prisoner of the name of Nuby dying of 
mal.nutrition and I believe that Captain Levine had a consider.. 
able row with the authorities over this death. 

13. There was some attempt at heating the camp, but coal was 
very difficult to get and we suffered in the winter very much 
from the cold. Most of us had only our desert kit, until later 
it was supplemented by Red Cross clothing. The Italians removed 
from the Red Cross parcels any civilian clothing, but this I do 
not think was stolen, being held in store out:Ade the camp as 
we were only entitled to army clothing. 

14. I was moved from this camp to a working camp No.106 at 
Vercelli on 25th April 1943. I escaped from this camp at the 
armistice in September 1943, but after being at liberty some 
nine weeks, I was recaptured and taken to Germany. 

SWORN at Eastbourne in the County ) 
of Sussex this 20th day of July 
1945 	

J. LACKEY 

Before me, 

W.G. PERKINS, 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 
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14 or New. 

IN THE MATTER OF ;. 1 SOS 
The wounding of Lance Corporal William Bickerstaff at 
Camp No.57 at Udine/uruppignano on 30th October 1941. 

AFFIDAVIT 

I, No. NX 8519 Driver JOHN JAMES LACKEY, A.A.S.C., of 'A' 
Company, A.I.F. Transit Camp, Eastbourne, and with a private 
address at 55 Towneend Street, Bankstown, Sydney, Australia, make 
oath and say as follows :. 

1. I was captured at or near Derna on 7th April 1941. After about 
five weeks in North Africa, I was taken with other prisoners by 
ship to Italy, arriving at Naples. I went thence to a prisoners 
of war camp at Capua, arriving on 18th May 1941, and after some 
time there went to Sulmona and thence to a camp at Prato Asarco, 
Bolzano, until 26th October 1941. Thence I went with other 
prisoners to Camp No.57 at Udine/Gruppignano, arriving on the 
27th October 1941. 

2. Where were some 435 Australian prisoners arrived at Camp No. 
57 at this time and we were met by at least 400 Italian guards. 
The Italians seemed to be very much afraid of us. We were all put 
in one compound surrounded by a barbed-wire fence with a trip wire 
about 4 yards insido .t. Around the fence were sentry boxes manned 
by Italian soldiers every 10 or 12 yards, though at a later date 
the number of these sentry boxes was considerably reduced. 

3. For some time of rues or regulations for the conduct of 
prisoners were issued. There were, for instance, no rules about 
the limits within which we could walk in the compound or when we 
had to go to bed or the time of lights out. At our previous oamp, 
lights out had been at 9.30. 

4. It was very cold for the time of year when we arrived, there 
being snow on the surrounding mountains. We had only very poor 
Italian clothing which gave little or no protection against the 
cold. We had not yet received any Red Cross clothing. 

5. On the 30th October in the evening, some time about 8.15 p.m, 
I remember Lance Corporal William Bickerstaff, who was in my hut, 
going out of the but with Corporal McDermott for a walk to get 
warm. They went out and a little time afterwards I heard a shot. 
I went to the hut to which Biokerstaff had gone and I saw him 
with his face covered with blood, having been shot through the 
bridge of the nose. He was taken away to hospital. Later on he  
told me that four pieces of bullet had been taken from his nose 
and we claimed that the bullet must have been a dumdum. The 
Italians would not admit this. 

6. The camp commandant, Colonello Caloaterra, later cited this 
incident as the first case of attempted escape, but I am quite 
certain that neither Bickerstaff nor McDermott had any intention 
of escaping, particularly as we had not been in the camp long 
enough for anyone to plan an escape. No one was sufficiently well 
clothed to escape into the mountains, nor had anyone money or 
food for the purpose. Moreover, the place where Bickerstaff was 
when shot was right opposite the commandant's offices. 

7. I do not know the name of the soldier who shot Bickerstaff 
but we heard, though I cannot remember from what source, that he 
had been given 50 lire and 10 days leave in Sicily, whence he came. 

SWORN at Eastbourne in the County ) 
of Sussex this 20th day of July 	) 	J. LACKEY 
1945. before me, 

W.G. PERKINS, 
A Commissioner for Oaths.  
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1. Col. Calcaterra, Commandant of Camp No. c7, 

Gruppignamo, Italy.  

2. Captain Morticelli, an officer on the  camp staff. 

3. Tenente Ronco, also an officer on the camp staff. 

4. Carabineri who shot Private Arthur Wright. 

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

V i 

Decsember 

Camp No. 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

1941 and thereafter  

97, 	 Oruppignamos ItalY. 	  

No. xxix. Ill-treatment of  prisoners of war 

NO* .. 1. 	Murder. 	  

Breach of Articles 2,50 and 54 of Geneva Convention 
_1929_relating. to 	the treatment-..of prisoners_of_war.- 
Assault, murder and neglect of duty towards prisoners 
of war in the control of the accused 	and therefore 
helpless_persons. 	  

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

(For the Use of the Secretariat)  

Registered Number. 

IS71 (*Illy 14 
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Date of receipt in Secretariat. 
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UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 

 

UNITED KINGDOM  CHARGES AGAINST ITALIAN WAR CRIMINALS 

 

  

CHARGE No  UK - I/B 14  * 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

At this camp men were put in irons for protesting against what 
in the circumstances was an unreasonable order and were subjected 
to 90 days imprisonment. Similar treatment, with fifteen days 
imprisonment, was meted out to one man in every five on parade for 
an alleged insult to the Commandant. There was in fact no insult 
but merely a misunderstanding by the Commandant, to the explanation 
of which the Commandant refused to listen. 

Recaptured prisoners were brutally treated. 

prisoners were handcuffed to posts out in the snow as punish-
ment for smiling on parade or being improperly dressed. 

There was shooting at prisoners and in at least one case a 

THANSM ENED 
im_prisoner was murdered. 	  

• Insert serial number untftr wgVii 	is registered In 'the 'tics of the National Office of the accusing State. 

1.,c,50) wt.p.1505/1120 	soo I 44 A.& .W.1.tA, ,Gp.685 
‘C;;;;Zi) Wt.P.161171'.1139 5,000 3 II 	0.1 
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PARTICULARS OF ALLEGED CRIME 1811 • 

  

Particulars are provided by: 

(a) A statement by N.X. 889 Corporal C.F. Day, of A.A.S.g., 18th 
Brigade which was sent by the Government of the Commonwealth of 
Australia to the Foreign Office, through the medium of the High 
Commissioner for Australia and the war Office, together with copy 
of covering letter from the war Office requesting action through 
the protecting Power is attached; and 

(b) Four Affidavits, including an affidavit by the above-named 
Corporal Day, which were subsequently sent to the war Office for 
purposes of prosecution. 

Copies of these affidavits are attached. They give a consid-
erable amount of detail in support of the charges. For convenience 
they are briefly analysed as follows :- 

1. On 6th November 1941, the order was given that the hair of 
about 500 prisoners of war who had recently arrived from the hot 
climate of North Africa should be closely clipped. Conditions in 
the camp were winter conditions of Italy. The men objected that 
they were not acclimatised. Those who objected were handcuffed, 
tied together in pairs and imprisoned for ninety days in condi-
tions of great barbarity. The camp leader, C.S.M. Cotman, who 
had made a protest was forcibly clipped before the whole parade 
while the Commandant who is the first accused, and his officers 
looked on and laughed derisively. 

2. When the camp leader was led away the men shouted 'Good luck 
to you Cotty'. The Commandant thereupon said he had been called 
the Italian word for a dog and would hear no explanation. He 
ordered that every fifth man be handcuffed (30 in all) and sent 
to the cells where they .were detained for fifteen days. 

3. On one occasion, just after the 5 p.m. parade a Cypriot was 
handcuffed with his arms round a post for round about five hours. 
Men were handcuffed to posts out in the snow as punishment for 
"smiling on parade" or "being improperly dressed". 

4. It is said that there were many had cases of shooting and that 
Pte. Arthur Wright died of wounds. 

5. Nineteen prisoners of war escaped and were recaptured. They 
were marched to the Gaol in irons and although the weather was 
cold they were stripped and hand-cuffed to a peg in the 77a1l 
head-high, assaulted, and riven po food for two days. 
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17th Cctober, 194.5. 

31 3X.9123 MAJGR 

I arrived at Camp No. 57 Grupoignano ou Dec 1st 1()4.1, and lAria 
posted th#:re as Medical Officer, anti I remained it this cave.,  
until 	6th 194_5. 	On arri•ral. I found t::at th cast;, 
leader ;/h4a1. fir Via,  Cowaan (.-.I.P.) and about 20 men, moo tly 
Austra,lans, wer: in the camp prison, which at this time was a 
closely g.iarded but sur:ounded by barbed-wire with a very 
smar 	oet 0011 VI.; wire sue. the hut. 	The J/-aj. and 
men 	 ifl this Prison I'or three months and were th :11 
removed to anothe , camp. 

I wiu informed by Men 1!1 th is camr. th:t the 3/'4,1j, 
men had :)rotested to having their hair cli.):, ed short daring 
the cold v.inter weather. 	At this time the dail<< ter,peratere 
was 	below zero rnd now 3.a:,  on th ground. 

I visited the prison :ind .3/' &J. Cotrnan infer' 	we that 
he had been threatened with a court Jartial 0:: the charge of 
mutirv, apci that he 	endeavouring to get a solicitor to take 
u )1.16 ea er e • 

Tee prison "'a inadequately 1 i ■ -1-tad and the men • ere 
compellad to keep the shutters of the windows closed during 
day and night. 

The court martial char: .o was not roceeded ith and he . as 
transferred to another ear,, 	3/11a1. returned arain to the 
camp in -arch 149.3 !there l.e was 111ied ta 	vier mised by the 
Commaqilant again and i..re•Ite•ied with orison. 

Whilst I was at this camp Col. Calcaterru l e methods of 
disc-oline were unjust 	the i ..1. and often cruel. 

A large strong , rison was built i n the elm wi th small 
barred wndows and cells. 	Peenrare thrown into this rison 
for the most trivial re •sons, and always without oryortunity 
of defending themselves on in char,-.e. 	Cft.ei men ;(3,21.d be 
sent in  vi thout knowing wily. 

The periods of 1,tio..'1,-;onment were vary of t.;r1 	.‘aximum 
30 days for ver,, minor offences. 	1 bo .k .f c area was kept 
with the alleged offence and the .unishment, \Mich 1 ins.)ected, 
and 1  eiiscovered that entries were made in stile book many days 
after the ,:en bac. been sent te orison. 	Drily a carabiniure 
or an Italian soldier wouid patrol the inside 	t.:e camp and 
pick out :amen indiscriLiinately, and scud them into the orison 
With OU 	obvi )U5 or adeluate re son. 

Those 	were ri t araded before an effieer and w.:re not 
nny oe,,ur tun Lty to say an;Th trier in their Lief-nee . 

Usually daring the first :: ;is of 1.- prisOnFielt tii :y Were 
handcuffed, 011,1 Were on reduced rat'_ons. 	'.'en .•ere 0. Li.nes 
sent 4 r.t•-) :)ri 	wh• w.. 'e not in a fit s11, r3ica1 condition, but 
the eiri 4..1.Lh Medical Urf i eel's were not e 	tted 60 visit them 
whilst 'in the orison, or to Ave nny -kedical att.;ntion to tho e 
in .he orison. 

One ',us tral i an 	had •iv.e gnu in th ub;),:r art of his ar 
Was handcuffed ana roue t() :sleep in 6h. cells itriout 

objec-A.en oh iedieal grounds was made to Col. (;aleat_rra by • e in 
writing and verbal.14, atie he informed m_ that 1.t 'aria net 1..y basin-es., to 
interfere in ouch !fetters. 
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129 AuLitraliun Gent!ral 
N.T. 

I (tit :tuber, 43. 

STAT.Tf.;!IT 13'-• 	 (Contd) 

Lt. A. 3. Jon lc; an ,■!.istral ian offi.cer . captured in Yugoslavia was 
bro•tght. to toe cam and ut 	the prison in solitary confinement 
in a Cell.. 	Wtij kept in this condition for over a month in spite 
of protetit: in writing tin  verbally to the Commandant by me. I was 
inform - d that he as not an ,ustralian of!'icer and that I would be 
1. -°nliioan,:d if I did 	;t mind my own business. 	1(  42 men f 9rmed 
an orche.itra, baiight inst-dmentl, ;)btain.:d some fr)mi the iced 
Ori_ida and a a fron 	hor,..es. 	As a ri.prioal fur JUICpOd 
the Comlandant ,!onfiscatJd the Listrum..nts raid rfyrbad concerts. or 

meetings of any kind oti 	;han off iciul church :.arades. Also 
th recreation huts .4.1■J a tr8118fOr.led into sled:: ng luartera. ilk is 
confiscation of instrum..nts was 8 wl) 	hardsh H to the rion. They 
'her,: returned 2 or 3 months 

o hen I :nt,:red Col . Calcntorra' u off ice I a s struck :),), art in- 
scrition in lark- let*-.•;ra t3v r ti,e door - 	 Liono 
dotti r 	,)1.0 	(1.A1. i Bono 	t 4.trq .aui. oh,: 11 treittuno ben.,'' - 
the ,1;ng.lish 	eur,,i,,,d out more cursed are those Italians that treat 
,the well. 	(An extract fr m ne f !fussolini t s s ouches; The Command- 
ant 's treavaint of • 	W83 evidently g.lided by th..sse sentim,;nts. 

airing the first 	m.nths I ss v .nr iu Ai to the ,)fficera .  
co .;podnd and n.:t er I tt,:d to visit tie (3n1' 3 COia ounds. 	.ac.. morn- 
ing I was escorted by an Ittil tun trice and guards to the infiroary 
t.) conduct the Bie;C ,)araCte, and aft,r the .:arade escorted back to 
the officers' comp,und. 	prot.:sts against this tre.itme..nt wen_ ~ ith- 
out avriil until 	'tember ls 42 when pet.mis tin v.as granted to rledical 
off cur. to vi sit the re t if the cam:, fre-,;,  

3gd 	RA'?'OriD T. BIN J. linjor 

3Ascribed and a.. -)rn before 

me at Airwin this 18th day 
of Cotober 1943 .,igmAl by t, Ju3t,iee A' the 

U8Ce: in and for the Northern 
Territory of ,,us tre 	, 



1814 
,;)...1036 v3gt. Ra d ii:and L nuts .y J N 	of 2 /8 F'd. Limb Wince bei:ig  

aul a 	 : 

I have i.e.eently be n redatriat...t.1 to Australia fro::, Tvdy, where 
• I wils e rizioner of *ar at Call - 57 Gr.ippi gnatio. 	The Gam:  
C.)rxidt was OA G'aicAterra at this .r1..;oner of ,ar 	 Thu (.1,a 
W3t3 divided into four c.Arip unda au r.x. lc/ 0 wen to .-ach co!:,p)und 
In all. tier 	wer.. 4.50() 9ri,;on.;r:1 in tile"›.).ra.r. 	I wets in tr, 2 
001:pclultd• 

I was 	 to tile . ralowing  inciauni; h ich ,)cc'.:.rred in No. 1. 
Com. ound. 	Thk.; 	then: wer._ order.A1 Lo hay.: their Lair dirt or 
removed but on account :Jf Witt extreme cold -cattier .r._;vailing  at 
that time the 40;n rt....3-,-;:nt,(1 having  this 	C:,1 Crilc!Iter-r,a 
th..n•ew on or,lor.:d tt‘e ar-tist of -.gt. fla .j. :ot. an 	W8 .i the ow:0  
lead-v:1 of sill; ccrii,ound. 	.i gt. 	altman 	handcuffed 	his 
i.air ?tie clipped as close aL.) 8 el 	-er 	 it ,.;fr. utehor  
men wer.; 	hartdcurfed ;ind similarly treated. 	..vent.ually 
ash ie co'ri. ound 	 11•Arl()V.; 	in Ian 	-.ay. 

In our corn, ound 	dace about 20 I.ldiran ikhs .ho were also 
These .:en would ratner die than nave th..ir :,air 

removed, their long  hair an: be .rd.; being sacred to them. 
In order to prevent the definite trouble trait would follow if 
the Sikhs' hair was touched, we requested that if the Sikhs were 
left alone, the Italiens coule, cut our hair which they did. 

There wore two ,)aradet; called each day and every man had to 
go On purade, mgard2.ess of oickness or any reasons whatsoever, 
unless he iind a doctor's permit. 	Auring the winter months 
when the teml)erai.urcl fell til low.  as 15 degrees below zero at 
times, this meant haveing our only oair of boots wet and continue_ly 
fr.)zen feet. if it rained as it did often do, it meant wet clothing . 
Me had nu change of cloth i'ig. 

On one occasion in the winter months I remember that a man in 
our Compound - a Cy .rish - was handcuffed with his arms around 
a post for four hour;; op.t in the snow - that would be just after 
the 5 P.m. parade. 	At 8 	food vias taken to him and being  in 
a desperate condition /11 kicked it out of his friend's hands. 
This was noticed by the Italtunu and they ordered him to be left 
there for anoth;.,-r two hours, and this was carried out. 

R.J.J0m1.43 6/J t. 

ThLA.:.L L1k PUR.. Yv.; nT Kci3WIGK TrIzi 22nd day of 6ept. 43. 
MEd. 

CLO . 3 L of U Area. 

T Y. 
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I N(8889, Cel. Claude 2rederic1: D,,Y 	 18 brigade, 
do eolemn1,y enu i3inetrt, 1, dee icire 

reviews to being a L s.) n :r of er, I eeve never been 
cri ed. During 411u ,■.euree of my detention in its ii I received 
disci linare eunishment on thmte 	 The 1:oeumetanee3 were 
as f, ilowe • - 

tithNovemburp 

Coi. Calceterre ord, r.,d 	ebo...t 500 } 
eustratians, on tie.: 14 O. 1 jur,),Ind in ;.;am No. 57, .ih 	tv(.; 
their [lair oil 	ehort, re eaLlable,. for re -let n:3 of hygi ,ne. Ae, 
however, e ad b,..:en transferred from North efrica end were not 

	

ecclimutised to It..l jail 	 conditienb, e eede re re k.:et- 
itions againet 	;.air beinc; cli yid short. These Protests 
were diamiseed, and col. Calcaterra iiisi3.ed that his order be 
carried out. 

At that Iileae -",he Camp 1,e-Jedor, 	 Cetman, 
(Australian 	wee aeeent from the Cane collee-Ang Red Cross 
parcels at the railroad, and aceordingly N■ e were unable to protest 
thrc».ighnim. 

','hen each men, on being ordered to submit to this heir 
clieping, refused to permit it to be done, he was handcuffed and 
moved out of the ranks IJ a sivad. 	when about 22 men had been so 
handcuffed, 3/Mej. Cot:ien arrived and he ueteld our T)rOt•et.4% 
He was thereupou handceffed and forced to 3 it on a stool where 
his heir was Cl iPpvz,q1 off Li frent. u1 tee:: ent.lre party- Col. 
Calcaterra and his officers watched this proceilere laughing. 

/Maj. Cetiaan was then taken u a but which temporarily 
served the pureose of a cell. 4hile he was being tn1(;-,i a,say 
under guard, 3ome of tee nen, incbding myself, called out "Good 
luck to you Cotty." 	Col. Caleaterra cla ieLed that we had called 
out "Cane" meaning dog, in Italian , end rushed back, ordering out 
a guard, aed demanrting, tereugh an Interpn.::::;r 1  t:bi; 'tame of the 
who had called him a dug, One 	vue men .stop t(Jd out of the ranks 
and endeavoure.1 	ekela2,n what had beensaid. 	Col. Calcaterra 
refused to accent this explanati n eau ordered thht every fifth 
Ilan (30 in all, be handeaffed and marched 1.3 the cells. This 
handceff ing was (lone 	airs after we ha fie been taken to the 
imerovised ,ells. 1-sas handcuffed to C4. 1.:ackintush ( 	 • 

A ro,e was then paseed between the handceffs, and the Lie-
tire 52 men (22 who had resisted hair-el tiJ trig, end 33 who had 
been arrested for having al ieL:edle called Col . C,alczeterra a dog) 

roped together and reeuired Lo stand frcia 12 noon until 9 p.m. 
We were then taken 	the 1 fine, but lend to sleen alorig9icie one 
another, handeuffed in eairb. 	rtt aeoet 9 a.m. the Ic."ollowing morn- 
ing, the handcuffs were te.meoraril, IN.:moved, but f r the following 
9 da;r*s we were handcuffed in peire for 3 hours eneh morning and 
3 hours each afternoc.m. 	.1-'or the next 5 days we .r■emained in cells 
without handcuffs and were accorded ordinary ue3j treatment. 
Vmej, ;',)te nn :I' 	T,;, 	:11.1 V:a; 	:•301(.tary confiner., .t. 
During these 15 (18,, a we were riot 71110WQd f1 IV L.::XL:re. Se outside 
of the cell. 

L. I kie; 
j 
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Cn the fifteenth day, thy: 30 	ti ( au a ouve wer, 1.3.1c.,a,;ed 

on account, It 	Litti t- Ci f  of 	 the 	3irthdz-y. 
I nt.tt:d that n WI.; 22nd lov.mber in the following ,ear there 
were no celebration,. n r cou. d I a .curt t that 	;,2nd 
November vq.,1., r..n11:,-  the ,ue‘.In's 	 It is buli,:ved 
t".at 	"; 	 t!, : Ins 	 a vi:iting 
General who realised 	vet ad not be ri trunt-d eorrectly. 

The 22 men who had be n arrest .d t'o' r,fueing tv aubmit 
to 	it c 	, ing rernat n•-d in the eel 3 f 	ft 	 more 
than '10 days, but for borne portion (pe-.3aps 	great.,r ort'i on 
of th'it 	17:; L'I• y 	 -.a1'.45 o.tiide t.xe c21... 

8th i'v bi  1Q:t2 • 

I w ,s hanging gut 	wasni 	 .), it 1; GI: but .7.h 
m search was being 74ade, for Oti3ii I r,u.Avud 8 days confine:. 
in c,:1 3. 	The con, Ittionu of our eoaf.rieti..;•11, wen- .1t..!t; in Li -t 
the cell wasextromely overcrowd,id. 

I 	not know 	 Any, T had offended. 

111429brurY2-1%. 

I have been rtipatriated 	roLuun 	 tilkYlb10 Ciud 
11.17" Ilg y detuio,-1•) 	1.6 	ct.tzv and oust() ury for e to wash 
My eyes fr,quehtly. 

On this day I VilL3 n'usent fron 1. .e but for the purposk.: )f 
at tending, to tile. wat.thiclg of my 	and was s,iit:.hced to 8 ti.,.3ys 
confinement In cells. 

I do not know what 7.‘ -gu lutt c) , tf 	f  I had broxen. 

The officials in this 	had a habit of !)uni.ahing 	for 
all mower of trivivi or :ii■aginar ,  fuul%b; 	 )(le d 
2 expri...ncesi are fair ex.airlyie.). 

3o far au I am awrir.., no or,tie• :!e fibers 	part:, of 29 
inc'.uded in T.. is uhi:)ment ree;ived 	disei., l inLra; 

PUIL/811111c:1 t du.r , ng tine course of theft dett•nti)n. 

The officer res.;onbible Vor y being crirued on 8th N o'f 4.2 
and 13 Feb 4.3 was iai;:ut. Runco. 

And I mace this solemn declaration by virt•ie of the Jtntutory 
Declarstiona , ict 1911 conacientll'Isly believing•,-.ne stptonte1t,F3 con- 

t.erein 	tru,! In 	particular. 

Declared at Victoria 3arrac-s, :1;:ciney, 	twenty third 
day if (3')ti'lber. 

3ef ore me, 
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5X.75;3; i te. 311.: an qtarir:R of 2/8 e1 AmOula 	D 
: 

I have rucentl 	re ntriated to 1 in crn ia :'imItpy where 
I W!i.i a risoner of .ar n ,%timp 57 Gruppignano. 	The Ca; p 
'1omrandant was Colon,:l Cnie!Iterra Pt 	 ner of 'iinr ()amp. 
In the first week of fove:%ber 1(A4.1 	(:,lcaterre ordered our 
hair to be out on our ar7tval. 	Thin order 	 to about 700 
prisoners of var - All Auf,tralianz .;xcept for a few Hindus, 
probably about 2.. 	The order wk.., ;made Lo '18 on , 9ralr; through 
the Com:;ound Cfficer. 	tia id 'eh heir 
be comdletely c-ipnei off to the scalp" or words to that ..ffect. 
This was an unren - nable 2uqlluSt 	 wint.;.r 	started 
and was already bitterly cr,ld. 	I was in NU. 2 Compo.und. No.1 
compound  had to 	ve their reply 	 Th: 	 !!ajor 

Cot :man - W88 absent at the time and hin us • iatant opoka 
on behalf of the r:en say ing - in. eff:.ct - "A- a formal protest 
agninst this treltent we refuse to ave our hair cut in the 
mannor named". 	This reply it; ta,5.:n out of the comp4und 40 44(.1 
Camp Commandeqt who, with a bodyguard of about 20 Ca rabl.nieri 
some of vhom 	 3rudu 	faced oar ;;araae on,: repeated 
his order thus "I 'Jrcier yuu once again 	have your hair out 
close to the scalp.'' 	frice swaia to re • 1.; war ,;i7en (3 a IThrmal 
protedt against uhts ".;raltmen4. I am apt .3ure but T think the 
re:Ily was given by a .arront 	col, who wqs 2 Li o of the compound. 
He said "‘,, e refuse in view of the natitr.:. of the west:.er". 
At this Juncture .:gt.Vajor Cattman ret..fhed. 	1.3 , 	ff.! cer 
spoke I(.3 ian fairly fluently mid when tie, na senior 3r it i.dh 
Of~ leer preselt wns orderou Gr give 4.-A: instruction he Griod 40 
reasons with the OA::,) Collniaudaht. Go 1. Chionterra :efused to 
al ow him 'v., contnuft with h'.s rol-400L, unu the` plqa.1'11 under hi3 
instructions handeLfCed L;i:e 	'njor and urdured the ital ian 
Barber to cut his hair, before all prisoners of war presem 
This was dune. 'flu 11'4mJ3L indignity was 11, ()lied diring this 
procedure. 	The Cololv.:1 and his Moors la.ighed ioudl., 83 tiie 
Sgt. Major's hair` WO 3 roughly rem.:v,,i in such a way Vint. i  it was 
obvious that some pain was being caused. I witnessed all this 
procedure in com ark; with the rest of ry compound from the barbed 
wire fence which divided No. 1 from uo. 2 Compound. .)gu. !fajor 
Couman was drngg,...d off to gaol. .o:rie of the risoners standing 
by called out to him as he was being removed "Good Lack". This 
was misunderstood by Col. Calcaterra an; he demalded. the name of 
the priaoner who had called out. '!is remarks '1%ere translat-d by 
those who understood Italian. ..11u ;. risoner of wnr from NO. 1 
Squad advanced i;o4arns him enu siO.d If you 1c1.1:;‘:, ir, yo are 
quite mista,en. 	mePely CP11,:d out "Good luck' 40 our comrade. " 
of words to that of at. 	 rra refused to listen by his 
remarks it wns urcierstood 	ail t..nt no misunderstood the reLtark 
made for "Cane, cane" which means 'Joe. Refusing to discuss the 
matter he ordered that .:very,_ fifth man 	ad be placed in irons. 
This was done by the uarabinit:Tti and t e handcuffed men lam. then 
roped together nnu luarCh.:(1 ,).ff to gaol. 	:‘,bout 30 men we 	tveated 
in this manaer. tn Adtiit ion ;:o 	50 men about 60 in another 
squad were also i pricnned. .;ach ;,Ian au ask d, throprh the 
int ;rpret.7,-, 'Do yo. ngree 	4:31/.. your 	cut, short'. 	s a 
matt r of :,rinci le every one reed was drrg,:ed t the front f 
the parade where: his !'air wet; cut :Ind he himn,!if was dregg,Ja 
the gaol. 

C-,171-1. BR N CitnT 
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rd.; 1.r1; U!' :;(1 	:";t Z' •t.:Z/ 	 k; 

st - nd from 12 hours until 21 tionru. They Lola is r..!, 	they 
tver 1,heri littidc...ffed for t..e right and they told 	that th..y 
had to aletsp i id e".;•i s7,0 1.0 tie  `.avatory 	hunUcuffed. 
_very ()he rad t.,.e hame 	 ffter i5 	.uric nen were 
rcdeased. 

	

mn;)/s;r1..tr ,,ceaui:m I day/ n..' .!. 	 in krona ,:nu fastened 
to 	O3 	tr: the midc..1.,-; of the cOin;)o1lnd until late at 
and this airing th 	 )f 7.11„; 
I.)ur• 	 )gt. :itajor - Sgt., "aj..r Alan lehl;CROFT, 	. TT, 
nrotest_d to Our Com .•,h 1111 ,ff; cer. 	He tole Lle 7,11H t 
';)u you consider this a fait trehtmen t to give to = r 
of tar who ar- helpless and in our powk.:r ?"' or el ordo to that 

he also said that he offtc;;:r re.)1.ed ".;,ccording 
the Conv,..ntiGn you ar•.; to r , _cei -f ti it, 	 b1.3 Our 
co,%; coldi 	wit' handcuff t.Ig 13 b regul:r thing in refs Italian 
Army for some offences." 

CLAmo 57 1:3 8 Cara 	‘'NT' 47 'Allen was used for disc 
Lel.:.sure3 before ;:.he War. 	The iuprinua Coaraund if the camp - 
Col., .L.,t -Col . , .0 or , 	Cara 5ini 	are r(:gular Cara b in ieri 

Com7ound Captaf..ns and ...x.tinury G.aards are from the 
Army. 	There Ls a sharp dtvisio'. between Arvid unu 1 /4;arabinieri 
sym.)3 th ea. 	It seemed to bt.: part of the official practice to 
, )lay one off ai-ainst the other. 	._:very encourage:fie it was gi Vd.1 
to the CarnAniert by the Commandant. 	4e were told by un 
interpretk_lr, 	sym:)athiel.4 were with Cric.,  i%rrny, that 
bullying )rio•oansitlea were always oncouruged by the command. 
One morning much feeling w ,, s caused amongst z:u when 	hoard 
fiat 	Arthur. ‘41 ;1141:. H 	. eUltintl eriVatu, Was dying 
as a result of bullet ‘, outads. 	My Li-Mend, who had hel;-, ed him 
:)reiare his plYins to esca , L; was fill tlyt) ‘,.T.tlit..-;as and wild to me 
"The Carabinieri del iberately Stood over Arthur and snot him 
-.Mist he Wilt3 l,r trig on 1..h..5 ground". 	My friend's name wal3 Jane s 
Dejoux. 	v or:: told by the Ihterpreter, 	Kilow it to 
be true that the Cti.rabini.::ri hurl :r.lez.;lv-Id 500 lira, and a month's 
holidaL,  for doing T.- W3. 	11, 13 fir`.1-i:C. is 	rreal. ince.Ytive for 
other guards wit." tried to earn 	cimil ,q* reward and bullets 
pas:.ed very freely across the (.:3,21;)• und. 	 verzi bad claus 
of shooting were 	 - some by m - and were al L owed to 
ne ss until the Red (Iros:-) olicomrin int r IA:lied on 0..tr benalf. 
,=.t a la 	 ;Lien each :d in partieu 	.)r three. 
these were eventually caught and I uaw eNA, -..7 one march through 
the camp in irons on his wa;, to gaol. 	)TlCC z:ga in tht_• oatrcr was 
cold but when they v.er,., releas:.ai toy told me II-hit they had been 
stripped, 3e handcuffed to a , ,,eg in Giit; wall tlt;.a hicrh, ?or two dads 
T wo:i told, t! . ,„y had h )thi 	CO eat out a Ciirabint.:rt :)as.),;(1 
befor,,  Lieip window 	r.tmained irk their view whiist ,e ate 
a loaf of br.:ind. 	Aft‘ir tney 	peggA to the 	aid w ,iic 
thei 	‘,/,:re core, two cPraoiiiie71 wen; -Incnur_.-ig,:d by Captain 
.orticelii to 	 Lhr.z. 	told roe he Said "You 	 t 
t 	 il 	 w111 leave; 7.tiem tt you.'' 	thvlt he 

a;.11 V.‘; twe Unrti OthiUri 	d 	 about 
the f ,-ice and gro. i.d 	it heels into ;heir bare feet. 30 days 

some 	thera 	 p ing 
bridi.;/ 	 boarilg .3 01 	about the race. 

Bryan Carter. 
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,ome idea of C31. C., laiturra • u eilarvet.:r may bu gained by tLe 
fact that )VOr his 3ffice tioor Via s imerib_d in ierg,  letters 
(which I eaw, the f ollowing  phraoe, h ic. Iva.; tru 	.d to me 
by 	Bins and \.nich teene "ThL 	liih RV.: accursed, b,It 
mor socurs-d an_ thy: I.G-liane hu trJat view well." 

AND I "AY   .11 pri by v trtu 	'-f V10 .A• ,11' :T 
iCLARATITN AC: 191 	..;c 	Trot 

 
 1," ig.1,I.aVv!O the 8,'1111L; to 

be true and c.:.-"react In .vary po 	cula r. 

th 1 13 27V 

of ;apt tab.r, 

Before e : 	 BRYAN ChRT .R 

VX134.892 Major Procter i ck Derhain Green 
CL , 	A A;z 	e C Area. 
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k). _VI• 2.a.  
The enoloced, received from 	 dated 

26 raY 1943 is copy of questionnaire and anoweru and co2y of 
interrogation of 'pi. recently repatriated from 	Calve in 
Italy, as stated. 

:.1.9(b) 	 (Sgd) ?V 
26 „um 11;43. 	 Captain, 
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_ 	, '" (ALtracts) 

4. Do you know of anybody eeing handcuffed ? 	..hat 
reasons, period of time, dated and place and any other 
details. 
(This is a most important que:4tion) 

ciracts) 

4. Yes. 	of the prioners-at 	(No.57) arc hanjcuffed and 
it in a regular inatilution there. 	:.eacions a L times were very 
obscure, quite often, probably a hangover after a night in the tAlicert 
Mess. At one time over 100 men were ir irons in one but over the 
'hair cutting episode'. 	I maJerstand thin is not general over 
Italy and that we have Colonel 	 A to blame. 

a. Alleged (presumably by Italians) to be the bent camp in Italy. 
Siihteet infrin4;ement of reulations punished by 30 days imprisonment 
of which 10 days in irons. 	Len were frequently handcuffed to poles for 
a whole day at a time. 

b. Iurther mcaLion of abortive escape at ezirpt in Gctober 	(see 
earlier reFort.;) 

0. Guard o.,nuiste uf 	 and ;LLii;.I, the late r being 
mostly category men and very slovenly. 	iarcy:s however 6ere rigorously 
searched, tIns being punctured and examined. 	Looks and shoce were 
l'requcntly cut up. 

d. ''here it an aerodrome in the direction c)' the coast, approximately 
5 miles from the camp. 	Lostly fighter p , anon. 	:;ounce burmises training. 

zt. DAY 	2f6th :d. Amb.  

a. 	 57. 	urce states that conditions are extreely 
bad in this j•I:rip and decribes Col. 	 (0. i/c otimp) as extremely 
brutal. 	in an 42 I. . were handcuffed to posts out in the anew as 
punishment for smiling on parade" or "being improprly drensel". 

Lte. 

GhUklIGNAN- 	U.C. Camp. Col. .;ALO 	(a brutal and unkl,aLant 
man) 

4uards friendly. 
Carabinieri hostile. 

Camp 57. 	oarce given the name of enonte -J0 as being particularl; 
brutal. 

:x tract/ 

• 
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.xtract from re.port Crop, i.epariated 	i'cceived froLl oath 
Air Force  

■•••••=110■11..... 

3r vi , recently rcpstriated was:— 

10,,;)1 	LicLut•  

in otily, while still et the Jerna 	 Aui..tralian soldiers had 
showed me cuts unit bruises which Hur, 	h;.:, inflicted on them as a 
result of sabotage, of petrol and bedin the bomb vane; hen they were 
to loa! bombs on the aeroiromes. 

Distribution by ish.;. • :— A)rcic:n Office (.Allen -sq.; V 

Australia 
1;ew ..enland• 
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PARTICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT 

1. As already noted, copies of four sworn statement© which have 
been drawn upon for the particulars of the alle,cred crimes are 
attached. These have been made by: 

S.X. 9123 Major R.T. Binne 	(R.A.A.M.C.) 
S.X. 	1136 Sergeant R.L. Jones 	(R.A.A.M.C.) 

N.X. Corporal Oland Fred. Day 	(A.A.S.(1.) 
S.X. Pte. Brian Carter. 

2. Copy of extracts from Questionnaire i v' by G.H 	M.F., 
dated 26th May 1943 (M.I.9 (b)/r2;0/28/12) supply items of information. 
The first item is supplied by Corporal C.F.Day whose affidavit is 
on record. 

Other items are supplied by : 

L/Cpl. Williams, R.G., Sth N.7. Fd. Amb. 
Sgt. Bay, K.H. 	2/8th Fd. Amb. A.I.F. 
Pte. Sanderson, R.F., 2/24 Bn. A.I.F. 
Sgt. Lucas, H.W., 5 N.7. Pd. Amb. 

Sergeant Day's statement is the basis of the second part of 
paragraph 3 of the particulars. 

Sergeant Lucas' statement is the justification for the 
inclusion of Tenente Rocco amongst the accused. this statement may 
be considered a somewhat slender foundation for a charge but there 
are other indications of the general brutality of the.staff, which 
would include him, and further evidence is expected to be available. 

3. Copies of attached official correspondence indicates the serious 
view taken of these matters by the Tar Office and the Australian 
authorities. 

4. All available evidence so far is of Australians or men of the 
New Zealand forces. 	It may be necessary to PO to trial on affidavit 
evidence only, though it is hoped that there will be prisoners of 
war released at the end of hostilities or who will escape or be 
released sooner who will be able to testify also to these events. 

a 1822 
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is 
(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 

responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence ; 
(c) whether the case. appears:to be reasonably' complete.) 

According to a Statement by Major Binns in his affidavit, 
there was an inscription in large letters over the door• of Colonel 
Calcaterra's office, which was as follows :- 

'Gli inglesi eono maledetti ma piu maledetti sono gli 
italiani' the li trattano bens;' 

Major Binns translates this as - 'The English are cursed 
but more cursed are the Italians who treat them well.' 

Major Binns,says this is an extract from one of Mussolini's 
speeches. There is nothing to show whether this was adopted by 
the first accused for his guidance and that of his staff or 
whether it was common to all Italians camps. The suggestion is 
that it was Colonel Calcaterra's choice of a maxim by which to 
rule his actions. 

This case is complete in essentials against the first accused 
even though no .further information becomes available, but it seems 
to call for further investigation as regards the other three 
accused. As there is every expectation of further information 
becoming available and no reason to doubt reports received it is 
considered advisable to include them. The charges can be dropped 
against them if there should be insufficient evidence. 

It seems doubtful whether any Imperial troops were in this 
camp. So far as is knownthere were Australian, New Zealand and 
Indian troops. Technically, therefore, this may not be a 
United Kingdom oases However in view of the communication from 
the Australian Government to the Foreign Office it seems clear 
that the United Kingdom National Office will be in order in 
putting the case forward at the present time. If desirable it 
can be transferred hereafter. There will be agreement that it 
is important that the case should be recorded. 





Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

(For the Use of the Secretariat)  

Registered Number. • 
,Vgl Oki/ups- 
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Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

g 6  Alt is-rd 

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 

UNITED_KI/CDOM 	CHARGES AGAINST....... TALI AN 	WAR CRIMINALS 

CHARGE No. UK - I/13 1 * 

1. Camp Commandant (name and  rank unknown) of  damp  no. 
70 P.M. 3300 at Fermo Ancona, Italy, on 30/31st December 

1942  and let January 1943, 	believed to be  C010ne1 Enrico 

PaPa. 	  

2. 	Captain Pandoleri 	(spelling uncertain) subordinate 
officer at said camp on said dates  

3, 2nd Lieutenant Latanzia subordinate officer at said 
camp on said dates 

4, 	 8-8 	Guards  (names and rank unknown)on duty 30th Dec- 

ember 2942 at 	 said Camp,  and present in 	guard ...room 	when 
second accused and third accused interviewed Lieut. Col. 
Condon,  

(a) The 	dates as 	regards the 	charges 	agatnet the first 
accused are the 30th and 31st December 1942 and let 

January 1943 	 

 

 

(b) The date as regards the second, third and fourth 

accused is the 30th December 1942 
(c) Fermo Ancona Italy. 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

No...xxix. Ill-treatment 	of 	prisoners of war 	by all 
accused. 

Breach of Articles 2 and 9 of the Geneva Convention 1999 
relating  to the treatment of  prisoners of war by all  
accused. 
Breach of 	Articles-42 and el.the said_. Convention by 
first accused 

(Continued on page 1. ) 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

On the night of the 30th December 1942 at about 22.30 hours, 
unwarrantable seizing and manacling of Lt. Col. G.F. Condon, I.M.S. 
by 6-8 guards at Camp 70 P.M. 370, Fermo Ancona, Italy. 

When taken to the guard room Lt. Col. Condon was violently 
assaulted by second, third and fourth accused 

The first accused became aware of Lt. Col. Condon's condition 
early on the morning of 31st December 1942, avoided an interview 
that day and sentenced Lt. Col. Condon to 17 days arrest without a 
hearing. Details appear in a written statement by Lt. Col. Condon 
copy of which is attached hereto. 

'I'I ANSM HIED BY 

• 
Ins?rt serial number under which the case is registered in the files of the National Office of the accusing State. 

(21354) wo.P.15W.: 1120. 	500 I 4 1 A.& F. \ . 	I. (p.685 

(20920 Wt.P.1 	
1'.1 1.19 5,000 3 1t 
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PA ID"rICuLARS OF ALLEGED CRIME 1826 
• 

  

(A.) First Accused - the Camp Commandant at the said Camp. 

(1) No. xxix War crimes List, viz. Ill-treatment of prisoners, 

The Comandant, knoving the condition of, and assaults upon, 
Lt. Col. Condon avoided any interview and sentenced him to 17 
days arrest without any hearing. 

(2) Article 2 of the Geneva Convention 1929 requires humane 
treatment and protection of prisoners of war. 

Article 9 of Geneva Convention requires that a prisoner of 
war shall not "be confined or imprisoned except as a measure 
indispensable for safety or health and only so long as circum-
stances exist which necessitate such a measure". 

Article 42 of the said Geneva Convention 1929 gives a 
prisoner the right to bring to notice of those in control the 
conditions of captivit7 to which he is subjected. 

Article 61 of the said Geneva Convention requires that at 
a judicial proceeding concerning the conduct of a prisoner,the 
latter shall have an opportunity to be present or defend himself. 

(2) Under English Law. False Imprisonment. 

(B.) Second Accused  - Captain Pandoleri. 

(1) No, xxix War crimes List, namely ill-treatment of prisoners. 

Keeping Lt. Col. Condon in a manacled condition, without 
due cause and violently assaulting him in that condition and 
encouraging others to do the same. 

(2) Breach of Articles 2 and 9 of the Geneva Convention 1929 
requiring humane treat:1777771771617JETOFFTFisoners, and—no 
confinement unless circumstances justify the same. 

(3) Offences in English law 

(a) wounding with intent to do grievous bodily harm. 
(b) Unlawful wounding. 
(c) Assault. 

(C.) Third accused - 2nd Lieutenant Latanzia. 

(1) No. xxix War Crimes List; ill-treatment of prisoners. 

Similar case as against second accused viz. - unwarrantable 
manacling and assault. 

(2) Breach of Articles 2 and 9 of the Geneva Convention 1929 
relating to treatment of prisoners of war. 

Similar case as against second accused . 

(2)  Offences in English  law 

(a) Wounding with intent to do grievous bodily harm 
(b) Unlawful wounding 
(c) Assault. 

(D. ) Fourth Accused - 6-9 guards on duty on the night of 70th/31st 
December 1942 at Camp No. 70 P.M. 	00 at Fermo Ancona, Italy. 

(1)  No, xxix 17ar Crimes List, namely ill-treatment of prisoners. 

(Oonfinued on page 3) 
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PARTICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT 	

1828 
(1) Lt. 001. Condon. 

He, if available, should be able to support the whole story 
set out in his short statement of facts (see his"Report" Interroaa-
tion by Middle East of Exchange British Prisoners of Tirar, April 
194'3, 0107/027: 

(2) The Italian medical officer known to Lt. Col. london and 
possibly well disposed towards him miaht be available as a witness. 
His name in not (riven. Enquiries will be made from Lt. Col. Condon. 
Said medical officer was called into the auqrd room on necember '1st 
at about 1 a.m. He could presumably give evidence as to the following: 

(a) Lt. Col. Condon's condition. 

(b) His assailants'condition:- nnmely, .5r1 Lt. Col. Condon's 
evidence,? untouched. 

(c) It would be obvious to him that Lt. Col. Condon's wrists 
were locked and he was to that extent defenceless. 

(d) Presumably he heard Lt. Col. Condon's reouest for an interview 
with the Commandant next day. 

(e) He could,- no doubt, identify the first, second, third and 
possibly some of the fourth accused. 

(3) Lt. Col. Condon's fellow officers or men in his compound might 
be useful witnesses, for they must have seen him and noticed his 
condtion as to his injuries on the 71st December 1942 and/or on 1st 
January 194:3 prior to his being taken to "close arrest" 

(Continued from page 1)  

The acts alleged (a) against the second, third and fourth accused 
amount in English law to wounding with intent to do grievous bodily 
'harm, or unlawful wounding, or assault; and (b) against first 
accused false imprisonment. 

(Continued from page 2), 

Taking part in chaining and locking Lt. Col. Condon's wrists 
at the time and place and under the circumstances when such a 
proceeding was unprovoked, unnecessary and improper. 

Later, joined in assaulting Lt. Col. Condon. 

(2) Breach of Articles 2 and 9 of the Geneva Convention 1929 
relatingg to treatment of prisoners of  

Similar case as against second and third accused. 
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(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 

responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., • was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (1) the probable defence : 
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

A. Degree of responsibility. 

B. Probable defence 

C. As to whether the case is complete. 

(1) 	As to the first accused, the Camp Commandant 

From information received Colonel Enrico Papa was Commandant 
of Camp No. 70 in Military district No. 3300. But the place is 
given as Ronturano and not Fermo Ancona as appears from Lt. Col. 
Condon's report. However his name is not given but his identity 
should be ascertainable readily because he was the Commandant at 
the Camp where Lt. Col. Condon was interned on the material 
dates, 30th. De6ember 1942 to lst January 1943, at Camp No. 70 
P.M. 3300 presumably at Fermo Ancona, Italy, as Lt. Col. Condon 
could hardly have been mistaken. 

(a) Charge under No. xxix 1,,rar Crimes List. 

The facts are set out under "Particulars of Alleged crimes" 
hereinbefore set out - A (1). Whether or no these facts consti-
tute "ill-treatment" under this article, there can be no question, 
it is submitted, as to the camp Commandant's responability. He 
was in charge of the camp and the treatment meted out to prisoners 
was his immediate responsibility. The treatment of Lt. Col. Condon 
was brought to his notice and his reaction to it was callous to a 
degree; so far from doing his best to remedy gross ill-treatment, 
he took no steps to see that Lt.Col. Condon got any attention;on 
the contrary, he granted no interview, condemned him to severe 
imprisonment without a hearing. 

As to what the accused's defence may be, it is conceivable 
that the following argument may be raised. 

That the facts do not constitute "ill-treatment" by the 
Camp Commandant within the meaning of No. xeix: that "ill-
treatment" connotes some physical injury. 

It should be submitted that this is too narrow TiView 

(b) Oharges under Article 2 of the Geneva Convention 1929 
in respect of treatment of prisoners of war. 

This article imposes "humane treatment" and'Protection". 
So far from the camp Commandant's conduct being eumane, he 
condemned Lt, Col. Condon to close arrest without a hearing 
after having himself seen that Lt. Col. Condon was severely 
injured on the night of the 30/31st December 1942, when Lt. 
Col.Condon was manacled and his assailants were untouched. 

The Camp Commandant should be directly responsible and, 
apart from a denial of the facts as set out by Lt. Col. Condon, 
there would not appear to be a defence. 

(c) Charge under Article 9 of the Geneva Convention 1929 
in respect of treatment of prisoners of war. 

This article forbid; uconfinement....except as a measure 

(Continued on page 4A) 

0 
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indiripensable for safety or health and only so long as circumstances 
exist which necessitate such a measure. 

There can be no question as to the Camp Commandant's direct 
responsibility: he signed the order himself. 

As to possibl: defences, the rollomin -  mirht conc,ivably 
be raised :- 

(1) that "close and open arrest" do not come within the 
term "confinement": but there car. be little chance of such a 
defence succeedin7, 

(ii) 
it is "a 
::vidence 
prior to 
incident 
December 

th''t conf:inement is justifiable under the article if 
measu_re indispen—tble for safety etc." as quoted above. 
might be riven thlt Lt. Col. Condon's conduct both 
his first arrest by the guards and throughout the 
until released in the-early morning of the 31st 
1942 was so violent and threatening-  as to render the 

punishment given necE-ssary and justifitble. 
If Lt. Col. Condon's statRment requires corroboration on 

this point, the evidence of the unnamed Italian edical Officer 
should be, useful. As has been pointed out, there may be a 
difficulty in tracing him,,and he may be hostile: but if Lieut. 
Col. Condon's version is true, the.said Kedical Officer should 
have seen him in a condition and under circumstances which 
would support Lt. Col. Condon's case - his obvious injuries: 
his defenceless•condition-so far as hands were concerned: the 
uninjured condition of 2nd Lt. Latanziaand some -Lia.rds (Capt. 
Pandoieri had by this time left the guard room) 

Subject to the adlition of this evidence, this case should 
be complete. 

(d) Charge under Articles 41 and S7 of the Geneva 
Convention : 

Under Sec. 41 the prisoner may be entitled to bring to the 
notice of the enemy his conditions of captivity. 

Under Sec. 62 thr,  prisoner has a right to be heard by 
himself or his representative. 

The responsibility is direct. He saw Lt. Col. Condon's 
condition: and knew of the application to see ini the follow 
ing day. 

On Lt. Col. Condon's facts, if acceptedand uncontradicted 
the case should be clear.' 

The said italian ]ledical Officer (if available and a 
favourable witness) and Lt. Col. Gonion's fellow officers 
might assist. 

As to thz,   second accused: - Captain Pandoleri 

(a) Degree of responsibility. 

The crimes charged against this Officer are:- 

(i) Under No. xxix of the mar Crimes List. 

(ii) Preach of Articles 2 and 9 of the Geneva Convention 
1929. 

(iii) Offences in English Law; woundin or assault as set 
out above._ 
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His responsibility in each case is direct: he took a part 
himself in the attacks which formed the basis of all the above 
charges and set an , xample 7Thich he permitted his subordinates to 
follow. 

•
(b) An to 	probable defenc-. 

On the facts set out by Lt. Col. Condon, there does not 
appear to be a defence short oZ a denial of such facts or' in 
allegation that Lt. Col. Condon, was of a violent and threatening 
nature: that the manacling had been necessary; that his conduct 
was still so dangerous that he and 2nd Lt. Latanzia and some 
guards had to attack him as e, means of over-powering him. 

(0 As to whether the case is complete. 

This case may resolve itself into a case of oath against 
oath - or rather oath of Lt. Col. Condon against the oaths of 
Capt. Pandoleri and 2nd Lt. Latanzia and perhaps some guards. 
It will therefore be of value if any evidence corroborating Lt. 
Col. Condon can be procured, such is :- 

(i) that of the said Italian Liedical 9fficer, if available. 

(ii) any of Lt. Col. Condon's fellow officers or mon who saw 
his injuries during the days following the attack. 

(3) 	As to  the third accused:- 2nd Lt. Latanzia. 

(a) Resposibility. 

This Officer should be directly responsible for the part he 
took personally in the attack on Lt. Col. CondOn.,e119 to any 
responsibility on his part for permitting or incitin- the guards 
to take part, this does not appear to be so clear because Capt. 
Pandoleri, his superior Officer, was present: and it might be 
the responsibility for the c-uarde' participation rested on Capt. 
Pandoleri alone. In any case, 2nd Lt. Latanzia took no steps to 
stop the combined attack. These comments apply only to the period 
prior to Capt. Pandoleri's departure. After that time this officer 
was. in command and should be directly responsible foe. 71-19.t took 
place thereafter. 

(b) As .0 the probable defences. 

This Officer, as in Capt. Pandoleri's case, 4ay, deny Lt. 
Col. Condon's story as a whole and say that all that was eone 
was for a good and sufficient reason as being a reasonable thing 
to do, having regard to Lt. Col..Condon's conduct and bearing. 
Secondly, he may plead that he acted under the order of Capt. 
Pandoleri his superior officer. 

(c) As to whether the case is complete. 

Again, it will be valuable if Lt. Col. Condon's evidence 
can be corroborated by the said Italian Medical Officer and/or 
any of Lt. Col. Condon's fellow officers or men who could speak 
as to his condition on December 71st or the following days of 
his treatment generally. 

As to the fourth accused:- Six or eight Guards. 

(a) As to degree of responsibility. 

There are obvious difficulties under this head. The rank of 
these guards in unknown and cannot be ascertained until they are 

identified: this may be a difficult matter now. •If identified, 
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the next point to decide is who Was responsible for giving the 
order to manacle Lt. Col. Condon and put him under arrest when, 
according to 1,t. Col. Condon's version he was merely crossing 
the compound to go to his night quarters as usual. The sentry 
called to the guards - had he the authority to order what was 
done to Lt. Col. Condon. Who was the senior in rank among the 
guards who answered the sentry's call? The sentry is unident-
ified and is uncharged hereunder. If the senior guard could 
be identified, he mi-ht be made responsible for the manacling 
and con?inini of Lt. Col. Condon, but it would appear difficult 
to brim-  this part of the case home against the remainder of the 
guards who would be acting under orders. 

The next point is the question of responsibility after Lt. 
Col. Condon had been conducted into the court room, and they 
become subject to the orders of Capt. Pandoleri as senior officer 
(eo long as he remained in the room) and afterwards under those 
of 2nd Lt. Latanzia. 

Although the guards were acting under the orders of those 
officers or followed their example, it is submitted that they 
should (if identified) be found guilty of the charges brought 
against them hereunder because orders or no orders, example or 
no example, they had no Suatification for attacking a manacled 
man in a body in the way they did. 

(b) As to probable defences. 

These are indicated in the leLst preceding paragraph hereof. 

It may be that the guards will escape conviction as regards 
the incidents prior to the attack in which they joined with 
Capt. Pandoleri and 2nd Lt. Latanzia if it be proved that they, 
being summoned by the Seetry, and possibly being under his 
orders, they took what were reasonable precaut;ons in manacling 
Lt. Col. Condon and taking him to the court room. But the attack 
in the court room should be distinguishable - the circumstances 
did not justify the nature of the attack. 

(c) As to whether the case is complete. 

The following facts must be ascertained. 

(i) Identity and rank of the sentry and nature of his 
authority. Viz a viz, the guards who answered his call. 

(ii) Identity in rank of the guardsmen. 

(iii) The nature of the offence it is alleged that Lt.Col. 
Condon committed. Did he walk in or attempt to walk in the 
prescribed area? Bid he break any rule of the camp? Attempt 
to cross wire ? 

(iv) Did the camp keep any records such aswould show the 
identity of a sentry or guardsman on the particular night or 
week? It is possible that cross examination of the Camp 
Commandant or Captain Pandoleri or 2nd Lt. Lat-,,nzia might 
throw some light on these auestions, but a more likely source 
of information might possibly be that of the said Italian 
Medical Officer, if available and willing. 

As regards these cases as a whole, they should be proceeded 
upon, as soon as may 1767aFanst 877accused as can be identi- 
fied and secured. 	Lt. Col. Condon's evidence establishes a 
strong prima facie case. 
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IN THE 1aTTEh 

'ashe shooting of a British Prisoner of War at Caserta 
Hospital in or about September, 1942. 

AFRIDAVI T. 

I, OLIVER IVE, M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., of 9a Church Row, Hampstead, 
London, N.W.3. make oath and say as follows:. 

1. In 1941 1 was a Captain in the Royal Army Ledioal Corps, and on 
tith April 1941 I was captured by German troops at Mechili in North 
Africa. I was handed over to the Italians, and after passing through 
various eamps and transit camps in North Africa, I was brought by sea 
to Naples, arriving on 15th May 1941. After six months at an Officers 
Camp at Rezzanello, I was transferred to Caserta Fospital, arriving 
in November 1941, and there I worked as Medical Officer. 

2. Some time early in September 1942, the actual date of which I do 
not remember, there occurred the shooting of an Indian prisoner of 
war. I : not remember his name. 

3. The Indian came in one evening with a convoy of prisoners, and 
was put in a ward of which Major Richmond, R.A.L.C. was the British 
Medical Officer. I afterwards saw his case paper, and remember that 
it was marked "In stato confunioneTM,  showing that his mind was 
confused. He also suffered from dysentry. 

4. The following morning I was going my rounds, under an Italian 
aealical Officer, a Tenente Ravioli. At about ten a.m. I heard a shot, 
which seemed to come from the ward parallel to mind, in which was the 
main door leading to the main staircase. The Tenente reehed shouting 
into this ward, and I followed, getting there in about 30 secends frem 
the shot. I found the Indian being carried in from the corridor out.. 
side the door, I think by Italians. The Italian sentry, who was 
posted at the door, was there, looking very scared, and boing shouted 
at by Tenente Ravioli. The Nun in charge of the Ward was in tears, 
and everyone was thoroughly upset. 

5. I did not examine the body of the Indian closely. There was no 
m40. doubt that he was dead. I went off and reported the matte r to Col. 

Sinclair, our Senior Medical Officer, and brought him and Col. 
; orennan back with me. 

e. I heard from the prisoners who had seen what had happened that the 
. 

	

	Indian had wandered down the ward, coming from Major Richmond's ward, 
and had wandered through the main door. He may have been loolcing for 
a lavatory. The Sentry at the door had spoken to him, but he had 
taken no notice, and had put his foot over the first stair of the main 
staircase, just outside the Sister's room, then the Sentry shot him. 
Death must have been practically instantaneous, as he was dead when I 
saw him lees than a minute later. The Sentry was an Italian Private 
soldier. Owing to tne big intake of prisoners, there were not enough 
Carabinieri, who usually did guard duty, to go round, and privates of 
the Italian Army had had to be put on board. The Sentry, whose name 
do not remember, was removed and we never saw him again. 

7. A P/W. .board of Inquiry was held, on the orders of Col. Sinclair, 
of which i was a member. I do not remember the name of any eye-witness 
. it was not my ward so I did not know the men in it individually. The 
report was intended to be forwarded to the Protecting Power, and Col. 
rjertuni, who had been second in Command to Col. Ambrosio, but who I 
think was at this time in charge of the Hospital, informed us that it 
had been forwarded. A month or two later a representative of the 
Protecting Power visited the Hospital, and told us that the report had 
never reached Switzerland, and that he hed had great difficulty in 
getting permission to visit Caserta at all. 

6vaaN by the said Oliver Ive at Market Hall) 
auildines Redhill in the County of Surrey 	 OLIVER IVE. 

this 10fae day of October 1945. 
aefore me, W.HOOPER, A Commissioner for Oaths. 
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The Shooting of a British prisoner of war 
at Caserta Hospital in or about September 
1942 

AFFIDAVIT 

I, LRSLI7 FRANK RICHMOND, M.D., B.S. of "The Cedars" 
Kenton Road, Gosforth, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, make Oath and 
say as follows :- 

1. In 1942 I was a Major in the Royal Army Medical Corps 
and was attached to the 72nd Field Regiment, R.A. 150th 
Brigade, 50th Division. I was captured, with a number of other 
officers and men, by the Germans at tJazala lines on let June 
1942. I worked as a Medical Officer behind the German lines 
for two days and was then handed over to the Italians. I was 
taken to Tripoli, spending a few days or a night at various 
Camps, or stopping places. 	I was taken by sea to Italy, and 
sent to Caserta Hospital, which I believe had been the 
Italian main Base Hospital during the Abyssinian war. 

2. I arrived at Caserta about 5th July 1942, officially as 
a patient, as I had been ill at Tripoli, but within two or 
three days I was acting as a Medical Offioer as there was so 
much to be done. I remained until in January 1943 I went with 
Lt. Col. Brennan to open a new post at Nooera Inferiors, some 
9 miles from Pompeii. Thence I was repatriated via Lisbon, 
arriving in ^ngland on April 23rd 1943. Lt. Col. Brennan 
and Major J.L. Martin accompanied me. 

3. On a date which I cannot give definitely, but which 
I think was early in September, 1942, a convoy of Prisoners 
came in, I believe from North Africa. Amongst them was an 
Indian soldier whose name I do not know who arrived about 8 
p.m. He was put in the Ward of which I was Medical Officer, 
under the Italian Medical Authorities and I examined him. 
He was suffering from dysentery or acute diarrhoea, and his 
mind was confused. I ordered treatment for him. 

4. Next morning I went into the Ward on my round about 9.30 
or 9.45 a.m. I asked the British Orderly how this man was 
and was told that the patient had had a good night and seemed 
better. I then continued my round with the Italian Medical 
Officer. 

5. About ten o'clock I heard a shot. I was told, I cannot 
remember by whom, that the Indian had been shot by the sentry 
on duty at or outside the door of the main ward. My ward 
was one of two parallel wards, with archways between and 
another ward stretched from these wards similar to the foot 
of the letter L. At the far end of this ward there was a 
door leading to the main stairway at which the sentry was 
stationed. The wards were on the thini storey of the building. 

P. 	By the time I arrived from my ward the body of the Indian 
had been brnuf7,ht in and laid on a bed. The sentry, whose name 
I never heard, had been removed before I got there and another 
sentry posted. Lt. Col. Sinclair and i saw the body, bilt made 
no detailed poet mortem examination. The wound was in the 



1836 

ohest, and we 
I do not know 
of the body. 
usual form of 

both thought it had penetrated the heart. 
if the bullet had entered in the front or bank 
The Indian had no slippers on, and only the 
shirt or niclitshirt issued to patients. 

7. 	I was told that the Indian had wandered down the two 
wards of which mine was one, and then along the main ward 
and out of the door — probably in search of a latrine, as he 
was suffering from dysentery or acute diarrhoea. As I 
have stated his mind was confused when I had examined him 
the night before. To pass the door he must have passed 
the sentry, who could, if ho wanted to, have prevented him 
leaving the ward without any recourse to force. 	I do not 
know if any challenge was given, and it is possible that 
the Indian, in his confused state, would not have underefod 
any suoh challenge. 

B. 	The shooting must have been witnessed by many of the 
men in the main ward. I do not remember any of their 
names, as it was not my ward. Captain Oliver Ive, R.A.M.C. 
was in that ward and I believe knows more about the 
i ncident. 

9. The Italian doctor with whom I was at the time was 
very upset. He came from Sicily, and I found him helpful, 
subject to the shortage of medical supplies and equipment. 
I do not remember the name of the Commandant of the 
Hospital, but I do remember he was not a doctor. 

10. As regards general conditions at Caserta, on the whole 
these were not bad. The medical staff were quite pleasant, 
though I formed the opinion that their standard in medicine 
was not very high. The building was an old one, and infested 
with fleas and bugs. There was always a shortage of 
dressings drugs and equipment. Vy chief complaint was that 
the patients were not allowed out of the wards at all, so 
that they never Tot any fresh air. :ven the officers were 
only allowed to pass to the mens wards under guard. 	The 
hospital held Itiet lie _patients as well as prisoners of 
war. 

SWORN by the said Leslie 	) 
Frank Richmond at the City 	) 
and County of Newcastle upon ) 
Tyne this 27th day of 	 ) 
September 1945 	 1 

L. F. RICHMOND. 

Before me, 
JNO. RICHMOND. 

A Commissioner for Catho, 
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269/U "/I t/38 

Name of sentry cold be ortained from c)1. A'ZLIC) 



(a) Col. G.n'Ambrosio: Senior Medical Officer at 

Caserta Hospital, Italy.  

(b) Col. Bertonis  2nd Senior Officer at Caserta  

Hospital, Italy,  

fo)  Sentry. on .duty 	at_11 a.m.._September.„ 1942 in...the 

main ward, third floOr, 	of 	Caserta Hospital, Italy 
	 (at present this sentry is unidentified) 

(Not to be translated.) 

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

September,1942. 

Caserta Hospital, 	 Italy. 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

No. xxix War Crimes List. 

Geneva Convention 1929, with regard to treatment of 

prisoners, Section 2. 

(For the Use of the Secretariat) 	 1838 
Registered Number. 	 Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

c760K-Pri38  
	

3 ( ALC 1944 

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 
UNITED KINGDO'l 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

At Caserta Hospital, Italy, on a nirrht in pcTtembr, 1942, 
an Indian O.R. (name and rank at present unknown) was admitted 
to the Hospital and diagnosed as sufferinc from "Ptato Confusionsle" 
deranged mind - and was placed in company with many other natirmts 
in the main ward, third floor, of the said Hospital. There was an 
Italian sentry on duty in that ward. This sentry had bern warned 
by some of those patients that. +he said Indian O. 	was sufferin7 
from a deranged mind. On the morning followinc' his admittance the 
said Indian C.R. when leavinv the ward to go to a latrine was shot 
in the back at F yards range by said sentry. It is doubtful whether 
sentry gave any pricr challenge. In any case shooting was unprovoked 
and unjustified. 

TRANSM ITTED BY 

*Insert serial number under which the case is registered in the tiles of the National Office of the accusing State. 

(a052) wt. P.1505/1120 	500 1/44 A.& E. W. W. Gp.685 

(20924) 	l'..1317;1'.11 39 5; mu 3/44  

• 

CHARGES AGAINST 

CHARGE No.  UK  

ITALIAN 	WAR CRIMINALS 
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PARTICULARS OF ALLEGED ('RIME 
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• 
(1) As regards  the  said sentry 

(A) Under War Crimes List xxix, ill-treatment of prisoners. 

(B) Under Geneva Convention 1929, para. 2, which requires 
that prisoners should be humanely treated and protected. 

(C) Under English Law (1) wurder, or ((') :.lanslaughter. 

(2) Col. G. D'Ambrosio, Senior _Medical Officer in control at 
CasertEr l, 

(A) Under war Crimes List No. xxix, ill-treatment of 
prisoners. 

(B) Under Geneva Convention 1929, Section 2. 

(3) Col. Bertoni, 2nd in command at the said Hospital. 

(A) Under War Crimes List No. xxix 

(B) Geneva Convention 1939, Section 2. 

(ContinitLLML1DLO 4)  

respect of the said shboting, but it is submitted that both 
should be responsible for the conditions and orders which made 
such a crime possible. 

(b) As to probable defences. It can probably be said that 
they were not responsible for this crime as precautions had 
been taken in order to maintain discipline in the said Hospital, 
but only such as were necessary and reasonable if the .sentry 
exceeded his orders to show the lack of discretion, they 
should not be made responsible, and it might well be pointed 
out that the sentry was put under arrest, as apparently he 
was, because of his exceeding his orders. 

(c) As to whether this case is corn lete: enquiry must be made 
from—lhe witnesses suggested undert e ast preceding para-
graph but it may be that the rules of evidence obtaining at 
the hearing mil.7 make the written statements of Lt. Col. Sinclair 
and Major Martin Admissible, in which case there is a strong 
prima facie case to answer. 
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(1/  

from Writ' 	-_:,at,,,Aent 	 1 	. 
I. .J. (aid-d ay . 	, 

ahOOTIITG cp 

ihortly after my arrival at Casfrta Hos)itr11, an 

was shot drad by a s 	at 	rangi in a crowded third 

storey ain ward oil th hospital. 	 place. at about 

11 a.m. and was witnes-ed ,y most of the'..Lints in th. ward. 

The IndLan p,ti'nt had be n admitted to hospital the previous 

night d_agnosd "in stato confusion-". 	The next morning 

ilc wandering through the ward in search of a latrine he 

was challenged and shot dead by a sentry stat_oned inside the 

ward. 	I ordered a Court of Thquiry under Col.Bren-on, 

and it appears that the sentry shot the patient despite the 

warning given to the sentry by other British patients that 

this part..cular man was "out of his senses". 	I had appealed 

to the Italian author_ties on several occasions to remove 

armed sentries frail INSID the wards, but my requests were 

refused. 	-Following the shooting I sent a telegram to the 

Protective Power ficl was later informed by a visiting General 

that my telegram would eventually reach Geneva. 	I was informed 

that the sentry had been put under arrest. 	My telegram, I 

learnt later, never reached Geneva and the Protective P wer 

infor.r.ed me in Oct.- Nov.42 that it was with the greatest of 

difficulty that he could visit Caserta. 
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TO BF ATTACHEDTO :- 

    

    

       

EXTRACT from NO'iT,S 011 COWDITIONS AT CASE TA HOSPITAL 7.20M NOV. 
1941 till March 1943 by MAJOR J.L.MATIN, ?.A.S.C. dated 11th 
Sept.194S. 

qly_plyrkamo AND UNFlOVOKFD SHO-,TING OF AN INDIAN PATI.7"T. 

In Sept.1942, an Indian O.R. (name I have forgotten but can 

possibly be checked up after the war) was adAtted to an upstairs 

ward of main block with the diagnosis "stato confusionale". 	He 

was dressed in shorts and shirt only and was ambling aiml,Issly, 

in search apparently for the latrine. 	He passed through the 

outer door leading to the main stairway and isters kitchen at 

which was stationed an armed Italian guard, who watched the 

Indian pass him, without in any way challenging no trying to 

impede the Indian progress. 	When the In:ian had passed to the 

top step the guard raised the rifle and shot the patient dead, 

in the back. 

Lt.Col.Sinclair, I.M.S. ordered a PA/ Board of Inouiry 

consisting of It.Col. Brennan, Major J.L. Martin and Capt.O.Ive, 

R.A.M.C. who were of the opinion that;the shooting was "unprovoked 

and unjustified".- 
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.20 ATT 20 
	 -1/A3g 

INI=OGATION BY MIDDL FAA3T 	 NAVAI FU:3017 3 
OF 14.0 (March, 1943). 

Interrogation of Li,  utc nadt Codandc:r FIflABY - a. 

CAMPS IN ITALY. 

I shared a room at VIA170 (No.20 Cup ) with C‘.11one1 M. 

SINCLAI7Z„ 	who had s,--c.n a patient at CAS:TZTA, HO3PITAL shot 

by a sentry. 
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.• 	
PARTICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT 

	
1843 

The evidence at present existinr* with regard to the above 
charges consists of :- 

(a) A written statement, by Lt. Col. :(-inclair, Chief Medical 
Officer among the prisoners and patients of the said Hospital. 
He reports the said shooting incident, but this would appear to 
be hearsay. He does no+ state that he witnessed it himself, 
but see Tnterrogation of Lt. Cdr. Ferraby 	 vast 
.:arch 1947) 0107/027/P,"!.2. a/ who says he shared a. room with 
Sinc]iir and that he told him that "he had seen a patient at 
r'aserta Hospital shot by a sentry". (? may have been a 
different case). ZApart from this said shooting incident 
charges will be formulated against Col. D' Ambrosio and Col. 
Bertoni with regard to the treatment of' the patients in this 
Hospital generally, based upon Lt. Col. Pinclairt s report and 
other evidence which is available7 

(b) 7ritten statement by Major J.L. Martin, No. r2z4ni, 
This officer is rePorted to be no- repatriated. Again, this 
written statement appears to be hearsay. 

(c) In addition.to the said written reports evidence could no 
doubt be given by the members of the Court of vnouiry appointed 
by Lt. Col. Sinclair to investigate the incident, namely, 
Col. Brennan and Captain Ive, both of the 1.A.:1.c. These two 
officers sat on the Enquiry in addition to the said Major 
Martin. If they did not witness the said shooting themselves 
they could presumably give in'ormation as to whst witnesses 
were called before the said. Board who were witnesses of that 
incident. 	A large number of patients must have witnessed the 
incident because the ward was crowded and it was 11 o'clock in 
the morning. Such evidence will be secured,if possible. 

(d) In any case the Italian Authorities must know all the 
facts. An incident of such a nature would be exceptional and 
Hospital recmds should have particulars. 

Extracts from statements above referred to are attached. 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 
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(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 

responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (h) the probable defence ; 
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

1. 	As to the sentry 

(a) Ef21121.124121litz. So far as the actual shooting is concerned 
his responsibility is direct. On the face or it it would appear 
to be a deliberate, unprovoked and unnecessary act. He had been 
warned as to the state of mind of the prisoner. The prisoner was 
not doing anythinc' unusual or dadverous. It is a question whether 
he challeneg him at all. In any case he lid not attempt to impede 
him, he did not raise his rifle until the prisoner had passed him, 
and then shot him in the back at 	yards range. 

Jb) Possible defence. It will no doubt be said that he was act-
ing T173714-771676FUers. Possibly it might be said that he was 
ordered to shoot at sieht anyone rroine beyond a certain line. 
Such a defence would raise the question of liability where a 
subordinate acts under the order of a superior. Such a defence 
should not succeed under the circumstances detailed above. 
With regard to the charge under English Law, Murder, it is sub-
mitted that the circumstances show clear intent to kill. A shot 
in the back at ti yards could hardly result in anything else. If 
there should be any doubt as to his intent there should be no 
difficulty in proving manslaughter. 

(c) As to whether the case is complete, it is of course 
essen1177177711.77e71=771777177ne, raiir-and unit of the said 
sentry. Many patients must have seen him, the facts must have 
been elicited at the Board of Enquiry, but whether at this date 
he could betraced remains to be seen: Enquiry will be made from 
Lt. Col. Sinclair, Major Martin and other members of the Board of 
Enquiry, and any other medical officer or patient who was in that 
ward during September, 1942. 

An important point to prove will be the fact that the sentry 
had been warned as to the mental condition of the Indian O.R. 
The above officers and men will be asked as to this. 

There is a doubt as to whether or not the sentry challenged,• 
Lt. Col. Sinclair says that he was. ,:eajor 	rtin says that he was 
not. It is believed that neither were actual witnesses and were 
merely reporting hearsay. This point must be cleared up from eye 
witnesses. 

Enquiry will be made as to whether there is any written 
report or any notes taken by the Board of Enquiry instituted 
by Lt. Col. Sinclair. 

Enquiry will be made from each of the members of the said 
Board of Inquiry as to what witnesses were called and as to 
whether they can recollect what the ,- - idence was if there is 
no written record t ereof. 

Enquiry will also be mlde to discover whether any of' the 
patients in the ward are available who can speak as to the 
actual shooting. 

2. 	As to the :Ledical Officers in Control at Caserta Camp. 

(a) Resnonsibili`v. There is no evidence as to the direct 
responsibility or -Jti-lor Col. D'Ambrosio or Col. Bertoni in 

'Continued on page 2) 
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1.(1) Salvatore Paracuollo, Vice-Brigadiere of the 

Carabinieri (not in custody) 
,( ) Giuseppe Basile, Civilian (in custody at 

2('9 P.W. Carp, C.E.F.) 

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

April 1942 

Volturare near Bracigliano, Province of Salerno 

Italy 

No.i. Murder 

Breaches of Articles 2 46 & 54 of the Geneva 
onven ons 1929 with regard o rea men_ .... . :prisoners 

of war. 

Under En lish la*. 
iur Or 

-(2) Wounding 	with intent 	to-do-grievous bodily _harm. 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

170.XXiX. Ill-treatment of British Prisoners of War. 

(For the Use of the Secretariat) 

Registered Number. 	 Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

270 /UK/I11/39 	 30/8/44 
	 1846 

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 
UNITED KINGDOk 	 ITALIAN  	CHARGES AGAINST 	 WAR CRIMINALS 

CASE No.  UK - I/B 39  * 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

In April, 1942, murder by shooting of 3723 Corporal Robert 
Alfred  Smith 4th Reserve L;. T. Company 2nd New Zealand Expeditionary 
Force; and wounding of 22593 Private Verdun Owen Wilkins 2nd New 
Zealand Expeditionary Force at or near Volturare, near Bracigliano 
in the Province of Salerno, Italy. 

TRANSMITTED BY 
TREASURY SOLICITOR. 

  

   

   

• 
Insert serial number under which the case is registered in the files of the National Office of the accusing State. 

(29666) Wt.P 2521 4 5,000 514.5 A.& E.W.Ltd. Gp.685 
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PARTICULARS OF ALLEGED CRIML 1847 • 

 

In April 1942, three soldiers (probably escaped prisoners 
of war from Camp No. 66 at Capua, Italy) two of whom, certainly, 
and the third probaoly, being of the New Zealand Expeditionary 
force were at large near sracigliano, p'r'ovince of Salerno 
Italy. 

One Salvatore Paracuollo, Vice Brigadiers of Carabinieri 
at sracigliano, being aware that the said New Zealanders were 
in the neigabourhooa, armed several of the local Italian 
civilians and ordered thorn to search for them, and if found 
to kill them. Among the civilians so instructed was one 
Giuseppe Basile of braciglie.n. The said armed civilians 
came upon the said threww New Zealanders (who were in khaki 
uniform and without firearms) near the village of Volturare 
near Bracigliano and called on them to stop; which they did, 
offering no resistance, and holding up their hands by way of 
surrender. Notwithstanding this, t,le said Basile fired one, 
or it may be two, shots from his gun (probably a shot gun) 
at a distance of 15 to 20 meters. One of the said New 
Zealanders, namely 3723 Corporal Robert Alfred Smith 4th 
beserve 1i. T. Company, 2nd New Zealand Expeditionary Force, 
was hit in the head, and a second, namely 22593 Private 
Verdun Owen Wilkins, 2nd New Zealand Expeditionary Force 
was wounded in the forehead, arm and hand. The incident was 
reported to the said Salvatore Paracuollo at the Carabinieri 
station at sracigliano, who ordered the said Smith to be 
brought to that Station; but on arrival there, he was dead. 
About a month later, the said Paracuollo paid the said Basile 
60 lire for his assistance in the matter. 

The Breaches of the Geneva Convention 1929 with regard 
to treatment of prisoners of war consisted of :. 

Article 2 requires that prisoners of war should be 
humanely treated and protected. 

Article 46 forbids all forms of corporal punishment 
and cruelty. 

Article 54 restricts disciplinary punishment to 
imprisonment with a maximum limit of 30 days. 



1848 

209 POr5 

1-1 Y:cocnbor 1945. 

3tetement of:- 

C:iuscp,co or of AW:011i0, 
V' 	S114 ISIVW-100000:  

Salorno. 

I have boon cautioned tfmt I v not obligod to soy wkithing but that 
‘nry.thinE tLat I do sw will bo tokon do' n in wrWng and may be used in ovidenco. 

Bio nark A 

I am not &ore VOLID it was but it W3a0Tti 	hofore X oraerod the 
f ro:lember n day whon Uo.so peoaants fiho live in the hills near 

B;voigliano saw tio:qo y,:itish soldiers talc() their watt& bottle to the well to 
tot coma matov. TEo water bottlo fell into tho well. 

Instrustions were given to n;e and to certain other civilians living 
in to aroa to arm themsolvos 1iith weapons. The Carabiniori gave the 
instruotions and issued soma rifloa - they told Lie to got a huntint; gun. I do 
not know the nsmas c tho Carabiniori 'tho gave the instruotiona, they car' from 
tto Carabiniori Stntion at Bracigliano. The instructiona that we wen, given 
voro to search for those British soledorn and if we found them to kill them. 
I romeabor that those instructiono more givon to ae and to the other oiviliam 
mho wore armed by the Brigadier ° of Cambinicri. I did not know whether they 
wore escaped PW's or parachutists: 	cot off with a .man called Michele, I do 
not remember hia other name. About tha.co hours later I ram tha throe mon 
walking along behind a. wall, 	I first saw them at a distenco of about 20-30 
motres. 	We gradual:1j approached thom and when wo mere about 1"5720 metros from 
thou we shouted to them, "stop, stop, halt 'hero," but they wont'on walking ausy 
from us. When wo Orow mazer to tholl the throe British turned round. 	One of 
them put hi..,; hand towards hia chest and whorl I can thin movaxont I firod a shot 
towards thou:without taking aim - rivx fridAtonod and l eirod in their direction, 
Ono of the :ftglish full to the ground, the other trio English wont up to him. 
Won they first turnoa round one of tho-.11 raised his hands above his head - ho 
wee wounded in the hands by the shot. 	did not approach the British. A 
moments oftor I fired the *het the Oorabiniori end the other civilians came up. 
First aid VaG Oxon to the man who wa* shot and to the one who was wounded. 
Lttor I vont with, the whole party to tho Carabinie:A Station of Braciglicno, 
viet.° the one who was shot died. 	When ear tho '.nglish they woro droosed 
Britiah uniform ttE I now LInol it. 	I thought that thoy mare parachutists. 
That *auo (1:\y I vac: at the Carvbiniori Station whell the Bri6aSiere made a list 
of the Kridil of th000 uho took part in tho incidont. 	j;irst was the nano of tho 
Brigadiere and then that of thc GM-Ix& ci the woods, then :ty namo. 	I eve the 
Brigadier° tskd two knive eco:,1 the -other two British while they were at the 
Station. 	The Drigadiore erk one and ti":) Guard of the woods anothor. 	I nm 
not. certain whothor this happenea e.t the place of tho inaidont or at the 
Carabiniori Station. 

his mar:: a. 

The above etatement has been rend over to me in Italian because I a.:,1 
illiterate. 	It is corroot anal true and mode voluntarily and I have had the 
opportunity of makinz ow:r eotions. 

his mark X 

Statement taken by Yd. N.  Viddletcm Capt. DAM, SID, DJAG's Office, GlIQ, C12, 

Through mediiim of Margherita Pollan°, Official Interpreter D.LUIAn Office, GflQ, 

on 17 December 1945. 

aortify that I have read the abovo stathment to Labile &iueeppo in Italian. 

Yarghewito Pollan°. 

C.1
411.11, 
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11 CORSO VITT OR IO AliU 
: A.0 	JI4 i0 

16th 3NOVEL.11111 1945. 

SUVA:FA-VT 014  
SAIT2 Alf 4:10 CO:!iliEinn 	WO 
V 11 SAIX.:A. COWER W.2 0 	.59 V1S 
BRAOIGLIANO, 	 or AR. 
ET,OVItiCE UP SALM,  *Li 7.0 

Oho Saith, 

a.:v o. X.I iCA3 7.nn 	five ultiadron, and :v.  or:cupation 1.a rood 
tins 

t.,:ch naUvii of 1.11:CRINO 	hulvo lived hem al my 1120. 

Ono (Iv, ;1.n thrJ 11044 to of ?1.,11 19/..2. I e:innot .erne' the date, the 
about .14.00 hro, wIdlet wan returning ';‘) Ny honc:, treT the uoed, 

vas npxoschod by the commando: o..L' the station of '.:ha Oarabiniox.i of 
wommo, ':ICE niiicappm 	 WiLITA(Yi0;t 

H2 orders& zo to asaiut h:L in tho sew!ch 	throo roroian coldior. 
He said tilElt ie 	cud not acniat hiJ) io ',could arrest 	then handee. 
a loadtld 	i.y rifle. 

Vie than walked a enort way vilxin we -nor]: mot 	brother :1 :- 

• CA.1.-(DAE.OPOld SAV2I10 and 
0,110A7-.01 201,I 

Vie then ordered itho thozo c.f us to ce.rvy 	with the nearch, irk tiad -1(3C: 
of API 	End binself deoartee,: 

Afte.-,  about I'Vteen 	re 	throe other 	who were aaso 
ner4ohin9,, for these soldiers, 	Tho,7 were :- 

ati■417.P.F, i KiiTONIO, and 
-1MittALlit 

bo ■;h amvdsath ehptauns, and ::lac: CJIPAXIO LUICa, a 1101?.?;32 tRIARD, who was 
arced with a pii;tol. 

Afton' all six of us haa boon walking 1omoihor for be 	tiventy 
ainutos re 6E14 three fo:oian uo)dicu:s, droeued in khuld unifGrx, and with 
'auvernaeks upon t.hoir backo, nalking along tho road in rrnt of us, at a 
aistames of about a hundred me tros. 

f 	n.c soldiers tum tG ir)ok 	ur :iovoral t.2.mos. 

then we azrive6 in the lorltaity of VOL .RARE the distance boti Gorr 
43 had boon deor4.aeod to about fiftoe:n :tetras. 

We shouted at them to stop, 	They sto;pe.4 and tu:mcd touards us, 
raining their 	and offorine ne rsantat►a' . 

At that :no:sent, MULL Gitg;&'..PE, rho 	at : right side, and 
about ore .rear© in the rear, fired two shots fraa his shotgun, and ono of 
the soldiera fell wounded to the ground. A second soldior, who was also 
woundod approached us, his svals &till mised, 	Tho third soldier viii L: bondins 
over the woundod .con on the ground, assistinE iii: t 
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We than walked tonarda the coldler lying on the ground. I saw 
th-t ho had a lar!,,e vwr.d in his forehead and hie face wr.s critrercd with 

Xe ay,pearod to me to be dyin3, 	t san also 1,:at the other wounded 
win 	injorioa in thEa fortlead and ars. 

Tho  the '(,:).41.63 GUARD, CAPACCIO LUIGI, eearihod ell.three of the 
soldiers. lie told va that they haC no arms in their pos9ession. 

I ibex !aft for the Carabinleri Station nt BRACIGLIANO to report 
the inoidont. 

Or :oy return with the Carabinieri Cw:poral, 1-APNLAWO, I sari the 
T.T.C.f; MAIADX!,.4, kARAMOLIO, there. 

have orders for the bacLy wounded 1-;oidleY.• to he eal..;:iefl to 
MACIGLIAVO rabini 0 ;Rat son. 

upon our arrival there the soldier was dead. Tho 	van then 
about i700 hrs and'I lcrt for Ay hoae. 

Abea's a xonth later I Wall 	to the Carabi.)ieri atiu.ii  
Bt'AIC1011AA. The VICE BRIG:WM PARA-03CW) rA:,..d 	oixty 	for .7iy 
attriataAus in 'the capture of the three solOieve. 

I heave i-iad the above atutTont read over to me. 	It fi.a true 
correct. 	I um unable to read ov write, hut Eor3uith append ay ..ear%. 

311141.1 irELLO •:. CrI(Mill rL 

7 eortify that the above statment wfw taken by xes  through the 
media:.: of SW. .9,MW1iii, Offie141 interprotei., ol 16th WrIMIIR 1945)  at 
BRAM:GLIM°. 

• ;.'.40) (1, E. Himrf on. 

9551 	c3G2, 111WIPPE:t W. E. 
78 Rial'IOJ, S. .13. 0, 

I eertify thnt the obove t:nnalati..)n 	Ito15.an la correct and 
true to the klevrt of IT ability. 

Sga 	3.t.1,22C1-,.ii• set. 	r, 
DIPERPRF;PER.. 

2 • 
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PARTICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT 
	

1851 

(1) Copy translated statement of Santaniello, Giuseppe (male) 
of Via Salita Conuento, Bracigliano, in the rrovince of 
Salerno dated 16th November, 1945. 

(2) Cory translated statement of Basile, Giuseppe, of Via San 
Francesco, Bracigliano, in the rrovince of Salerno dated 
the 17th December, 1945. 

(3) Copy Affidavit by 4122314 R.S.M. ,Charles Henry Burgess 
attached South Staffs, Ashridge Park Carr, Berkhampstead, 
Herts. 

(4) Extract from "Notes on Conditions at Caserta Hosrital from 
November 1942 until ►arch 1943" by Major J.L. Martin 
(No. 53481) R.A.M.C. dated 11th September 1943. 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 
	

1852 
(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of .11111° 

responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (h) the probable defence: 
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

(a) As regards responsibility: 

(1) the responsibility of accused No.1 Salvatore Paracuollo 
is indirect as it does not appear that he was present when the 
said basile (accused No.2) fired the shot or shots which resulted 
in the murder and wounding. but his responsibility for being the 
initiator of the two said crimes, and a person primarily responsi-
ble is clear; for the evidence goes to show that he, as the head, 
apparently, of the local Carabinieri, ordered a group of Italian 
civilians to search for the three New Zealanders who were known 
to be in the district, armed them for the purpose of their search 
and ordered them to kill the said New Zealanders if they caught 
them. As a result of his orders, accused No. 2 fired one, or may 
be two, shots resulting in the death of one soldier, and the 
severe wounding of the other. 

(2) the responsibility of basil° for the actual shooting 
resulting in the death and wounding seems clear upon his own 
admission corroborated as it is by the statement of Santaniello. 

(b) herezaraprobable defences: 

(1) Accused No.1 Paracuollo may perhaps raise the defence that 
he, as the local Vice-brigadiere of the Carabinieri, was under the 
control and orders of a superior officer in command of the district, 
whose orders were to round up escaping prisoners of war, and shoot 
them on the spot without trial; and he may raise the point that 
if in fact he had not carried out such superior orders, his own 
life may have been forfeited. 

(2) As regards accused No.2, baeile, no doubt he would raise 
the defence that he acted under the orders of and compulsion of 
accused No.1, Paracuollo, and carried out the orders in fear of 
punishment and, possibly, his own death if he failed to do so. 

(c) As to whether the case appears to be reasonably complete: 

(1) It is understood that accused No.1 Paracuollo is not yet 
in custody. Enquiries will no doubt be made to endeavour to 
trace him. 

(2) It may be possible to get further corroboration, if that 
be considered necessary, from one or more of the Italian civilians 
who took part with the said Basile in the rounding up of the two 
victims in this case. They all came from the same neighbourhood 
and should be easily traceable, and it would seem that their 
evidence would be particularly valuable to corroborate the orders 
of accused No.1, and the fact that he armed his body of local 
civilians for the purpose of rounding up and killing the victims 
in this case. 

This case wan originally drawn charging the Commandant at 
Camp No.66at Capua, his subordinate officer and a sentry or sentries 
on guard at that Camp at ;bout the date of these crimes under the 
belief existing at the time when the case was drawn that these 
crimes were committed by a sentry or sntries at the said Camp 
who fired at two New Zealand soldiers wao had surrendered at or 
near the Camp, killing one and wounding another. 

It now appears from the two translated statements now 
attached to the case by :3alvatore and basile that the facts were 
as set out in their statements and it therefore has become necessary 
completely to recast this case. 
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IN THE MATTER OF :. 

The murder of Corporal Smith (Vow Zeeland 
Expeditionary Force) and the wounding of a 
New Zealander near Camp No.66 at Capua in 
or about April, 1942. 

AFFIDAVI T. 

I, No.4122314, CHARLES HENRY BURGESS, Regimental Sergeant 
Major, Cheshire Regiment, attached 11 South Staffs Ashridge 
Park Camp, berkhampstead, Herta. and with a permanent address 
at 5, Park Road, Thurnscoe, near Rotherham, Yorkshire, make 
oath mad say as follows 

1. I was taken prisoner of war on the 29th January 1942 at 
Uhemmines near Benghazi, North Africa: then went to Tarhuna 
where I stayed about one month: then from Tripoli to Naples: 
then to Camp No.66 at Capua where I stayed from the 28th 
February 1942 until the 14th August 1943: then to Camp No.53 
at Macerate where I stayed from the 14th August 1943 to the 
15th September 1943: I then escaped to the Mountains, was 
retaken prisoner on the 14th October 1943 and taken to Camp 
at Aquila. Later I left Aquila by train for Camp VII.A at 
Moosburg arriving there on the 11th November 1943. I was 
released on the 29th April 1945. 

2. During the period that I was at the said Camp No.66 at 
Capua, namely from the 28th February 1942 to the 14th August 
1943, I was sent to Caserta Hospital which is near Capua for 
about 10 days during April 1942, au I was suffering from 
pneumonia. When I got back to Camp No.66 at Capua in or about 
the end of April 1942, I was told of the shooting of two New 
Zealanders. I cannot now say who told me but it was general 
camp talk. I was told that the two men escaped from the camp 
and had been rounded up by a gang of Fascists. When the two 
men realised that escape was impossible and further resistance 
useless they put their hands up and surrendered, nevertheless 
the Fascists fired on them and killed one and wounded the 
other. The man who was killed was Corporal Smith. I spoke to 
the survivor who confirmed the facts above stated: I cannot 
now remember his name. 

SWORN at Berkhamsted in the County) 
of Hertford this 7th day of August) 
1945. 

R.H. BURGESS, R.S.M. 

Before me, 
EDGAR W. HUNT 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 



Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

(a) Colonel Nicoletti,-  Commandant orCapua. camp, 

Italy,  No,  88 

(b) Subordinate officer at Capua Camp betwe(m March 

and end of fl.y 1942 in immediate char7e and control 

or sentries. 
(c) Sentry or sentries at same time and place; name 

rank and unit at present unknown. 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

Between end of larch and end of May 1942?  Capua Camp, 

No. xxix. 

Geneva Convention 19°9 No. 2. 

Murder or alternatively manslauqhter 

Toundin7 ,'!ith intent to do grievous bodily harm. 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

(For the Use of the Secretariat) 

Registered Number. 
1854 

Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

  

470/(Jkilt-i ,3ei 	 3 t ALC 1944 

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 
UNITTD 	CHARGES AGAINST ITALIAN WAR CRIMINALS 

 

CHARGE No.  UK - I/B 	* 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

Two New Zealand soldiers, after e909.nincr from CrlDUR, Camas, 
Italy, were found by a sentry or sentries in or near the said 
camp, and when standing with hands raised awnitinc,  recapture, were 
shot at, one bola°* killed, an,T the other severely wounded in the 
head and hands. 

THANSM 1TTED BY 

•
Insart serial number under which the case is registered in the files of the National Office of the accusing State. 

NN t.P.150:; 1120 	row I 44 A.N 	.Lt I. Cp.685 

•""- 	1 , 1617 P.II39  
(26924) \NI. • 
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PARTICULARS OF ALLEGED CRIME 1855 • 

   

(a) No. xxix Tar crimes List - Illtreatment or prisoners. 
All the above accused are liable hereunder. 

(b) Geneva convention 1929 No. 2, which requires that prisoners 
should be hulartnely treated and protected. All the above 
accused are liable hereunder 

(c) Under English law, murder, or alternatively manslaughter, and 
Wounding with intent to do grievous bodily harm. The sentry or 
sentries who Fired the shot, and any other person in control of 
the sentries at the time are liable hereunder. 



1856 

- 20 ATTAC= TO - 

11,•■•••311 

k 

af-AOT from 1.M.C:6 
1''4] TILL 	143 by 	 A-1 1I.17, 	 dat- d 11 
3 P. 1c43. 

tri- CAY SHOOTI: 	OF ESC.  A.:1) P.  

2. 	A..21. soldier was shot dead after escaping from Capua 

Camp and standing with his hands raised awaitj.ng recapture. 	His 

pal who was standing alongside with his hands raised received 

minor v,ounds in the head and hands. 	Unfortunately I have 

forgotten their nc,mes and exact date but it happened between 

end of March and end of May, 1942. 
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• PARTICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT 

A written r1Port has been male by Major J..L. Llartin (774°11 
who was repatriated from Caserta Hospital, Italypan extract 

from which is attached. ';.s.jor ;lartin was not present at the 
shootin-,  but presumably attended to the New 7,ealan' soldier 
in question who was shot at but only wounded. 

Lieut. Col. Sinclair urn° was also at emserta Hospital at, the 
time can probably corroborate the story which the said New 7ealend 
soldier p:ave to :Dljor Martin. It "Till be important to find the wrie 
and whereabouts of the New 7,ealand soldier who was wounded and may 
or may not have recoyerel and be available. Further enquiries will 
be made from Lieut. Col. Sinclsir and %laior :Jar-Mr. Other officers 
or patients at the said Caserta Hospital at the time may be able to 
corroborate. 

"'ith the name of the Commandant available there should be no 
dirficplty in getting information as to who were the eubordinate 
officers or N.C.O.s. who may be made responsible,  for giving orders 
to sentries to shoot prisoners of war who have attempted to escape 
and are surrendering. Nor should there be any difficulty in 

ascertaininr who the sentry or s2rtriPs were who fired the actual 
shot. Any necessary in 	as to the personnel at Capua Camp 
should be available in the records of the camp, particularly as 
this was an incident or an exceptional character resulting in the 
death of one man and the injury or another which necessitated his 
removal to the hospital at Caserta. 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 1858 

(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence ;. 
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

The sentry or  sentries who fired the shot Kould no doubt 
raise the defence that they were acting under the orders or a 
superior, but this should not avail them in this case because the 
surrendering prisoners were both standing with their hands up and 
not attempting to offer any resistance. The shot was quite unnec-
essary. So far as the superior officer is concerned, the 
responsibility should be clear RP regards ordering or permitting 
such a state of affairs to exist in tne Camp resultino.  in the 
shootincr in question. 

This case carrnot be said to be complete at presento as the 
New Zealand soldier who was wounded in the first instance and 
may or may not haVe recovered is not at present available to 
give first hand evidence: The evidence of Lajor :.lartin and 
possibly of Colonel Sinclair and other officers or men at 
Caserta Hospital, if and when obtained, would only he hearsay 
evidence. However, if, by the rules of evidence which are to 
prevail at the hearing, a written statement by iiajor :dartin 
of an occurrence related to him can be produced in the case, 
• and is to be accepted as evidence, then the facts as related 
by ilajor iIartin raise a prima facie case against all the 
accused. Probably all the information required in this case 
could be obtained from the Italian Authorities and their 
records of Capua Camp at the time in question. 

• 
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IN THE MATTER OF:. 

The murder of Lt. Reeves and Captain Spragg. 
Mitchell at Camp No.66 at Capua in September 1942. 

AFFIDAVIT.  

I, No. 4122314, CHARLES HENRY BURGESS, Regimental Sergeant 
Major, Cheshire Regiment, attached 11 South Staffs, Ashridge 
Park Camp, kerkhampstead Herts: and with a permanent address 
at 5 Park Road, Thurnscoe near Rotherham, Yorkshire, make oath 
and say as follows :. 

1. I was taken prisoner of war on the 29th February 1942 at 
Ghemmines near Benghazi, North Africa: then went to Tarhuna 
where I stayed about one month: then from Tripoli to Naples: 
then to Camp No.66 at Capua where I stayed from the 28th 
February 1942 until the 14th August 1942: then to Camp No.53 
at Macerata where I stayed from the 14th August 1942 to the 
15th September 1943: I then escaped to the Mountains, was 
retaken prisoner on the 14th October 1943 and taken to camp 
at Aquila. Later I left Aquila by train for Camp VII.A at 
Moosburg arriving there on the 11th November 1943. I was 
released on the 29th April 1945. 

2. I remember the case of the shooting of Lieut. Reeves and 
Captain Spragg.Mitchell during the period when I was at the 
said Camp No.66 at Capua, namely in September 1942. I did not 
witness the shooting myself. On the morning after the accident 
I was allowed into the compound where the mortuary was . I was 
Camp Leader at the time . and there was the body of Captain 
Spragg.Mitchell whom I knew. Corporal Mair, R.A.M.C. I do not 
know his initials, he was a Scotsman, and was the Medical 
Orderly, took me to the body which was lying under a sheet. 
He told me that there were 17 bullet wounds in the said body, 
several in the head. I myself saw the wounds in the head. He 
told me that Lieut. Reeves had been taken to the hospital with 
many wounds in the lower part of the body and groin. 

SWORN at Berkhamsted in the County) 
of Hertford this 7th day of August) 	R.H. BURGESS, R.S.M. 
1945 

Before me, 
EDGAR W. HUNT 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 
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IN THE MATTER OF :. 
	 1861 

The murder of Lieutenant Reeves, R.T.R., and Captain 
Spragg.litchell at Camp No.66 at Capua in August 1942 

AFFIDAVIT 

I, JOHN WILLIAM BURMAN, No. P/166167 Royal Tank Regiment 
with a present address at 161 R.E.C.C.E. Bn. The Green Howards, 
Crash Camp, Morpeth, Northumberland and with a permanent address 
at 13 Ash Street Southport Lancs. make oath and say as follows:.. 

1. I was taken prisoner of war at Gazala on the 5th day of 
June 1942. I was taken to a camp at Derna where I stayed over. 
night. Then to Benghazi where I stayed until June 18th 1942: 
then to Camp No.66 at Capua where I stayed until November 30th 
1942, then to P.G.17 Rezzanello where I stayed until March 31st 
1943: then to CP.G.49 Fontanellato where I stayed until September 
8th 1943, when I escaped and wandered in Italy and eventually 
reached Switzerland April 28th 1944. 

2. During the period that I was at Camp No.66 at Capua . from 
the 19th,of June 1942 to the 30th November 1942, I was taken to 
Caserta Hospital, near to Capua, on August 17th 1942, suffering 
from jaundice. I knew of the attempt to escape from the said 
Camp at Capua planned by Lieut. Reeves I had intended to go with 
him and had made the necessary arrangements, but I fell ill and 
I heard that he made the attempt on the night of the 18th to 
19th August 1942 with Captain Spragg.Mitchell and Captain Gordon 
Clover. 

When I was lying in the said Hospital at Caserta on the 
morning of August 19th 1942, the said Lieut. Reeves was brought 
into the Hospital, and on seeing me said "They've shot Mitchell". 
Before I had a chance to speak to him further at that time he 
was taken into the operating theatre. When I next saw him late 
in the day he was surrounded by Italian Officers who were trying 
to question him. I noticed that he would not answer them. 

When he was alone I had a conversation with him, and although 
he was in a very weak state he told me coherently what had 
happened on the night of the 18th/19th August previously. He 
said that he had succeeded in getting over the wire surrounding 
the said Camp at Capua, and was in a field beyond the said wire 
when he was hit. He told me that he lay on the ground to give 
up: the Italian Guard approached him and fired a burst into him, 
afterwards kicking him in the chest. 

The said Lieut. Reeves passed a restless night and died the 
following day without speaking to me again. 

Reeves said as far as I remember, that Mitchell was behind 
him when they were running and that he heard Mitchell drop. 
Before being able to do anything he was hit himself and dropped 
to surrender. 

SWORN at Morpeth in the County of ) 
Northumberland this 14th day of 	) 
August 1945 

Before me, 
JAMES GILBOY, 
A Commissioner for Oaths. 

JOHN W. BURMAN 
Lieut. R.T.R. 



Lieut. 	:1)7.2. 

,lareh 1(-)45. 

Statement of Captain 7.G.Clover, 7.A. 91879. 
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I knew Lieut.Reeves, 7-'. T.7. well havinia been at the saw e P.O.. 

transit camp Yo. C6 at Cupua from June 42 until his death in Sept.42. 

..bout midnight one day in Septewber 42 Lieut.Reeves and Capt.::itcaell, 

R.A. made their escape from the wire-enclosed colaaound in which we were 

imprisoned but were immediately detected. 	I saw thew actually leave the 

compound and run and I saw several sentries fire on thew at short range and 

miss. 	The last I saw of thea they were running hard, about 50 yards 

away, towards the wire fence which surrounded the whole camp. 

In the next ten minutes a great many single shots were fired. 	Yo 

automatic weapons were fired. 	Some ten minutes or more later both 

officers were carried to the camp infirwary. Capt.Mitchell was dead. 

Capt.G.B.Drayson (the Senior British Officer of the camp, now in U.I.',) saw 

Capt.Mitchell's body and told me he had half a dozen beillet holes in the 

chest and a head wound. 

Lieut.Reeves was taken to Caserta hospital the sae night and died a 

few days later. 	He was operated on by Lt.Col.Sinclair 7.A.M.C., Indian 

Array and, before he died, was seen by 2/Lt.John Burman, R.T.R., to whom he 

told the story of what had happened the night he tried to escape and who, a 

week or two later when he returned to Capua, told it to me and to nuierous 

others. 	Lieut.Reeves said that he was shot in the leg and brouaht down 

and that then, while he lay helpless on the ground, a number of. Italian 

soldiers hurried up and, at point-blank range, shot at him repeatedly, 

wounding him in various parts of the body. 	He had about 20 or 25 bullet 

holes in his body when taken to hospital. 

We formed the view in the camp, from the speed with which the Italians 

reacted to the escape, that they knew an escape was planned but did not know 

by whaa or for which day, that they had a standing patrol just outside the 

camp, waiting for any atteaaat at escape and that it was the members of this 

patrol who killed Capt.?. itchell and Lieut.aeeves. 

Other former captives in Camp 66 on the night in question whom I now 

believe to be in U.17. are: Cept.T.Oc'aleston, ReA.; Capt.73uchanan, 

Lieut.A.Halxiond, 	; Capt.7..Cutler, 7.A.; Capt.J.Gatford, 	then 

acting camp adjutant to Capt.G.B.Drayson); Lieut.C.:_athieson; 	Lient. 
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R.E.Yiann, 7t6A0; Lieut.Crofton, "R.A.; Cal t.G.Potts, R.A. 

(3gd) R.G.CLO=. 



IN THE MATTER OF : 
	 1864 

The murder of Lieutenant Reeves, R.A.C. and Captain 
Spragg-Mitchell at Oamp No.66 at Capua in September 
1942 

60.• ••••••••■••■••■• 

AFFIDAVIT 

I, GEORGE BURNABY DRAYSON, Captain R.A., No.60201, now at 123 
0.0.T.U., R.A. Oatteriok, Yorkshire and with a permanent address at 30 Cornwall Road, Harrogate, Yorkshire, make Oath and say as follows: 

1. On th: 6th June 1942 I wag taken prieoner of war at Bir Harmet, 
North Africa, by the Afriks Korps. I eseaped shortly afterwards 
but was recaptured on the 13th June 1942 and flown to Italy arriving 
at Camp No .66 at Oapua on the 19th jun() 1942. 

I was at Oamp Ne.A6 at Oapua from the 19th June 194 until the 
end of November 1942 and for the period from the 10th July onwards 
I was Senior British Officer at the said camp. 

2. On a date early in September 1942 there neeurred at the said 
Camp the shooting of Lieutenant Kee veo R. A.C. and Captain Spragge 
Mitchell R.A. I was Senior British Officer in the Camp at the time. 

I knew both the said officer:: well. 

On the date in question, which I cannot now give with greater 
particularity, soon after midnight, I and others in the but where 
we were sleeping in the Officers Compound of the said Camp were 
awakenied by several shots which continued for some time, which led 
me to think that if anyone wero attempting to escape they were being 
pursued across country and being fired at on the way. The shooting 
was of the automatic type. It sounded as though, either from a 
revolver or a rifle, a series of shots were being fired at an object 

Lieutenant Reeves and Captain Spragg_Mitchell lived in a 
different but to mine. I have male a rough sketch plan of the 
relevant portions of the said Camp! a copy of said sketch plan is 
02hibited hereto and marked "G.B.Dil". 

On hearing the said shots I and others in my but got up and 
looked through the windows thereof in a southerly or south-westerly 
direction. I saw Camp Guards i'unring up tho main roa-1 from the 
Guard Room to which I thought must be some escapees on or near the 
wire opposite the point of the red arrow on the said plan. The 
firing continued. Then after a short interval of time I saw two 
bodies being carried on a ladder along the Camp road towards the 
M.I. room marked on said plan. 

3. The next thing that occurred was a roll rail of all officers in 
the dining room marked "A" on the plan exhibited hereto. It was 
then found that Lieutenant Reeves and Captain Sprags-Mitchell were 
missing. I then went to the M.I. Room and there saw the body of 
Captain Spragg.Mitohell. I recognised him but he was already dead. 
He had a considerable number of shot wounds in the centre of his 
chest. The Italian Medical Officer then present pointed them out 
to me as the oause of his death. His face was badly bruised - such 
bruising as could not have been caused, in my opinion, by mere 
falling. I feel sure that he had been hit by a gun butt or some 
other heavy weapon or possibly kicked. 
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4. Next I went to Lieutenant Reeves. He was still alive lean-
ing on his elbow sideways on an operating table. His face and 
arms ana upper part of his body were unharmed and he was con-
scious. Re had a towel round his middle and lower parts of his 
body. He wan lying in that attitude, I have no doubt, to 
relieve pressure on the lower part of lAs body which had been 
hit. He recognised me and said *Hullo Captain Drayson". I saw 
that an Orderly had given him a cup of tea and I asked the 
Italian Medical Officer as to the nature of his wounds. He had 
been hit badly across the thighn and buttocks and the said 
Medical Officer said he was cleaning the wounds. I went back 
to the said dining room marked "A" on the plan exhibited hereto 
where the Italian Commandant spoke to the assembled Officers to 
the effect that it was a very regrettable episode, and we all 
stood in silence for a few moments. 

5. The next day I instructed Captain H.J.H. Gatford R.A., to 
hold an Inquiry. This he did at once. I was present during 
part of it. Captain Gatford heard evidence from all who had any 
information on the incident and took it down in writing. I do 
not know if he has preserved his notes. I did not see them when 
completed. I heard some of the witnesses giving evidence, but I 
cannot now remember which, but within a short time of the inci-
dent, in one way or another, I heard from all the officers who 
so far as I know had knowledge of the incident what they had to 
say and the best informed of such Officers were :- 

1. Oaptain Gordon Clover, R.A. 
2. Captain Tony Stevens, Royal Tank Regiment. 
3. Captain Tom Craig, Royal Tank Regiment. 
4• Lieutenant J. Millington..Buok, Green Howards, 

50th Northumbrian Division. 

O. 	The said Captain Clover told me that on the night in 
question he was with the said Lieutenant Reeves and the said 
Captain Spragg..Mitchell in the but marked "B" on the plan 
exhibited hereto. They were watching from the door or windows 
of that but the sentry in the Box marked "X" to see if he fell 
asleep. The said Captain Stevens and Captain Craig and Lieut-
enant Buck all knew of the intended attempt to escape which. had 
been planned by the said Lieutenant Reeves, Captain Spragg-
Mitchell and the said Captain Gordon Glover and they were 
assisting as look-outs from one or more of the other hutc but I 
cannot say which Officer was watching from which hut. 

The said Captain Clover continued that when those in the 
but marked "B" on the said plan thought that the said sentry had 
fallen asleep Lieutenant Reeves and Captain Spragg-Mitchell 
slipped out of but "B", followed by the said Captain Clover, 
and slipped through the gate to the compound opposite the 
Sentry at "e (the said gate not being fastened), and turning 
right ran down in the direction marked by the red arrow. Captain 
Clover who was just behind the other two saw that the sentry 
at "X" was alive to the situation and he ran back to but "B". 
When Lieutenant Reeves and Captain spragg-Mitchell had got a 
short distance - some 10 to 15 yards only along the said red 
arrow, the sentry at "X" fired with his rifle. Whether or not 
he hit either escepee the said Captain Clover could not say 
because his view was thereafter obstructed by but "A"; but 
whether hit or not one or both of the said Officers must have 
gone on for the next thing that happened was that shots were 
fired by the sentry in the Box marked "Y". 

Again whether either escapee was hit the said Captain 
Clover could not say but in any case the escapees apparently 
reached the wire 	front of them at the side of the main road 
opposite the poin'c, of the rod arrow. 
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S This is the copy sketch plan marjed G.B.D.1 referred to in the Affidavit of 
George Burnaby Drayson sworn before me on this 30th day of July 1945 

STEPHEN E. BROWN. 
CAMPO P.6 66 CA PUA 	A Commissioner for Oaths. 
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By this time the Guard had turned out from the Guard Room and 
had run up to the place where the escapees were. It was at this 
point of time that I myself (as previously described herein) and 
many others in the Camp including the four Officers above referred 
to heard firing from automatics but whether from rifles or 
revolvers I cannot myself say. 

• 

	

7. 	
Thereafter what happened to the said Lieutenant Reeves and 

Captain Spragg.Mitchell must, so far as'i wow, depend on the 
evidence of the said Lieutenant Reeves for no one else among the 
prisoners of war Go far as I know actually saw the escapees where 
they were brought down. The next thing that was seen either by 
myself or by any of the Officers to whom I spoke regarding the 
incident after the firing coaxed was a ladder or ladders carried 
by the Guard bearing bodies. 

	

9. 	The day after the said attempted escape I described my visit 
to the M.I. room and the nature and extent of the wounds of the 
said Lieutenant Reeves and Captain.Spragg Mitchell, so far as I 
knew them, to Captain S.P. Dutt, I.M.S. the only British Medical 
Officer in the Camp at the time) and on the latter's suggestion I 
spoke to the Italian Commandant (whose name I cannot now remember) 
and asked him if the said Captain Dutt could see the body of 
Captain Spragg-Mitchell for the purpose of ascertaining the cause 
of his death in case an enquiry were held on that matter. The 
said commandant refused this request without explanation or excuse: 
and later the same day I repeated the said request to an Italian 
General (I do not know his name) who came to the said Camp to 
investigate the affair. He also refused. 

9. Two days later the said Captain Craig and I attended an 
Inquest on Captain Spragg-Mitohell held by a civilian Coroner in 
the compound at the Camp at Capua. We gave evidence as to 
identity. I do not know what other evidence was given as it was 
in the Italian language. 

10. A few weeks later Lieutenant John Burman, Royal Tank 
Regiment (now at R.A.C. Depot, Catterick, Yorks) returned to said 
Camp at Capua from Caserta Hospital where he had been an inmate 
and he told me that he and the said Lieutenant Reeves had con-
versed together while the latter lay in the said Hospital after 
the said incident prior to his death. The said Lieutenant Burman 
told me that Lieutenant Reeves had told him that he Reeves, had 
been shot more than once while on the ground unable to move 
through previous wounding. 

Apparently the Italian Command were unhappy about the said 
incident and feared that blame might be cast upon them: they held 
a further Inquiry some days after the said Inquest and at this 
Inquiry I and Captain Craig and Captain Stevens gave evidence but 
I do not know if anything came of it. We stated at the said 
Inquiry that we thought that unnecessary and brutal measures had 
been taken by the Guard. The Interpreter at the said Inquiry was 
a Lieutenant Count Gazzi(?). I believe that his sister was 
married to a British Naval Officer. The Corporal Interpreter was 
one Malone(?). Before the war he wan an attendant on a wagon-lit. 
Either of these Interpreter3 if traced might be able to give 
evidence as to what was said by other witnesses at the said 
Inquiry. The chief Italian Med .ieal Officer at the said Camp at 

the time of this incident was, I beliove, Captain Camillo. 

SWORN at Skipton in the ) 
County of York this 30th) H. BURNABY DRAs1-e7:. 
day of July 1945 

Before me, 
STITHEN 71/4 BROM, 

A Commissioner for Oc.t.ftT. 
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IN vi?' MATT7R OF : 1868 
The murder of a British prisoner of war and 
the murder or wounding of another in September 
1942 at Camp No. 08 at Capua. 

I, No.1893390 Driver HAROLD JAMES HOUSE, R.E. of 121 Oakfield 
Road, Stapleford, Nottinghamshire, make Oath and say as follows:- 

1. 	I was captured at Tobruk 
to Italy arriving at Brindisi 
Brinidisi I was taken to Camp 
until the end of September or 
to Came No. 87 at Benevento. 

on the 22nd June 1942 and was taken 
in August 1942. After two days at 
No. 08 at Capua There I remained 
beginning of October, when I went 

2 	At some time during the month of September 1942, I cannot 
give the date more closely, i wag  asleep in my tent in the Camp 
at Capua with my companions when we wore woken up by a fusillade 
of shots. The bullets came through the tent but, as we were all 
lying down, nobody was hurt. Had anyone been standing up they 
would almost certainly have been hit by the bullets. We rushed 
out of the tent but were sent back again by the guards. 

3.. 	We understood at that time that two British officers had 
tried to escape, and later on this was confirmed by a British 
prisoner of war who was batman to the officers. I cannot 
remember his name. We were informed that the two officers had 
got outside the wire and to do this they had had to dodge 
unseen for some 100 yards. Outside the wire guards were 
patrolling and they saw the officers and opened fire. It was not 
clear whether there was any challenge, but it was stated that 
the officers were shot down in cold blood without warning. It 
hid been quite clear that they could not get away past the guards 
who had closed in and fired at the offioere from outside the camp 
towards the camp itself. This accounted for the bullets passing 
through my tent. I also heard that after the officers had been 
hit they were shot again as they lay on the ground and one at 
least if not both were killed, the former having 14 bullets in 
him. I was also informed that the second officer died the 
following day, but I cannot say this for certain. 

SWORN at 14 Fletcher Gate in the) 
City of Nottingham this 9th day 	W.J. HOUSE. 
of June 1945 

Before me, 
L.0, CROOKFORD.- 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 
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IA Mb; iLiTTSR OF 

T!,) -urds)_,  of a 3rItio:1 Pr:lbonur 
' ur Ja.d 	,lurder or wounding 

of.' another in September 1942 
at .;Amp 	at, Oapua 

AFFIDAVIT 

- of - 

Dr1=1.5.:: H.J. HOUF,S 

THL TIIASURY S LICI20H. 

0 



1. Colonel Nicolletti Camp Commandant at Camp_No,  
_Capua, Italy.  

.. Adjutantland/or Officer in Charge of Guard.  
7. Guard or guards (at  present unidentified) at  

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

said Camp in September 1942. 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

September 1942 
Camp No. 86 at Capua, Italy. 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

No. xxix 

Geneva Convention 19'19 No. 2 

Murder or Manslaughter. 

• - yi 

(I;(». the 	of the Secretariat) 
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Registered Number. 	 Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

3 C ALG 1944 

  

    

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 
UNIT7D KINGDOM  CHARGES AGAINST 	ITALIAN 	WAR CRIMINALS 

CHARGE No.  TP: - I/1340  

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

On a date not yet fixed in September 19A2, two R.4,'1,0. 
Officers, prisoners of war at Camp No. SA at Capua, Italy, attempted 
to escape. They were fired at by a guard. It is not vet ascertained 
whether the -uard consisted or one or more sentries. Both officers 
were hi+, one, whose name has not yet been ascertained, is believed 
to have been killed outright: the other, Lt. Reeves, was wounded, 
fell and to use his own expression 'surrendered'. 	The guard 
continued to fire at him while he was on the ground at least twice. 
Very severely wounded, he was taken +o Caserta Hospital where he 
was attended to by Lt. Col. Sinclair and Major Martin, 	A. .C. He 
died later. The said medical officers testify that he was shot by 
buckshot. 28 wounds lt least, and on sula portions of the body as would 
indicate that he must have been fired at at least three times. Before 

(Continued on page 2) 

• Ins?rt serial number under which the case is registered in the files of the National Office of the accusing State. 

(o8:152) WI P.1505 1120 	500 1'14 A.& E.W.I.t L Cp.685 

(26024) Wt. l'.1,7•17 1..1130 5,000 3/44 

TRANSM ITTFD BY 



PARTICULARS OF ALLEGED (NIAlE 1871 • 

 

Co:nmitted by ,h,-1 Cam Commandant and su )e-ri.or 

• (a) Breach of No. x;:ix War Crimes 
prisoners 

(b) Geneva Convention 1929 No. 

List - illtreatment of 

) As against the fuard or Fruards:- 

(a) and (b) above, and in addition :- 

:ilurder or idanslaughter under English law. 

(Continued from Page 1)  

he died,.one of the officers, Lieut. Reeves, made a statement 
to Lt. Col. Sinclair to the effect that the first shot brought 
him down, he surrendered, and the guard fired two more shots at 
close range. 



TO 	ATTACIISD TO :- 

1872 

r of," — 

EXTRACT from Written Statement by Lt.Colonel M.R.3inciair, 
(aided by G.S.I.(b) questionnaire'. 

ATOCITIES. 

Two officers vvere shot when attempting to escape from 

camp N.6'. Capua. 	On^ was shot dead, and the other, C- ptain . 

Reeves, as admitted to CrIserta hospital in a very serious and 

shocked condition. 	After the shodting the British medical 

officers ,.ere not allowed to see or treat the wounded despite 

their urgent requests to do so. 	Reeves was brought to hospital 

and his clothing had been removed. 	He stated that the first 

volley brought him do n and he surrendered to the guard. But 

the guard simply fired two more shots into him at close range. 

The same apparently happened to the other officer. 	Reeves died 

in hospital and I can certify to the fact that fro4 a review of 

his wounds they could not have been inflicted with less then 

three volleys. 	All wounds vire-  caused by buckshot but I could 

not form any opinion of. range as he had been stripped of all 

c)othin. 
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TO 3 ATTACHED TO :- 

---a-rA-rdr-77. • 

EXTRACT FTROM NOTES ON CONDITIOITS AT CAS,PTA HOSPIT L F OLi YOV. 
1041 TILL MARCH 1943 by MAJOR J.L.' AMIN, 	 DAT 'D 11 
8E1).1943. 

UNIJECESSARY SHOOTING OF ESCAPED 

1. 	2nd Lt.Reeves, 2.A.M.C. was shot whilst trying to (13cavr 

from (Jamp 6 (CaputO in 8ept.1943(?.), and was admitted to 

Caserta Hospital where his wounds proved fatal. 	On careful 

examination by Lt.Col.Sinclair and myself, 28 fair sized 

penetration wounds of grapeshot(?) were counted (excluding 

several small ones' on the front aspect of both thighs, chest 

and abdomen; left side of trunk and on the bac and posterior 

aspect of thighs. 	He was obviously shot more than once as he 

rolled on the ground. 	were in doubt as to whether or not 

there were signs of boot marks on the left sides' of the abdomen.' 
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PARTICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT 1874 

Both Lt. Col. Sin-Aelir and Major J.L. '.Iartin, British 
.:.odical Officers at Caserta Hosnital who had Lt. Reeves under 
thei- care when he was it th.,  said Hospital after beincr shot, 
have made written statements as fo the condition in which he was. 
Lt. Col. Sinclair renorts a statement made to him by Lt. Reeves. 
This would be only h=,arsay but the rules obtaining at the 
hearing may permit it to be used as evidence. At present there 
is no witness of the actual shoofing but enquiries will be made 
to ascertain whether any such evidence is forthcoming from any 
other prisoner of war at Capum Camp /especially amongst the 
R.A..A.C. Officers 7 to ascertain whether there was any actual 
witness of the sliZoting. Further the Camp records will be 
called for, which should show clearly who the Camp Commandant 
was at the time, the other superior officers there, and the 
Officer in Charge of the Guard. It may also disclose the names 
and identity of the guard in question and as to whether it 
consisted of one or more seY'ries. There can he no doubt that 
the shootin:.  took place; and the written statements of Lt. Col. 
Sinclair and Major Martin clearly establish that, at least two 
further shots were fired, when quite unprovoked, and under 
circumstances of the utmost brutality after Lt. Reeves had been 
grounded and surrendered. Lt. Col. Sinclair, who himself examined 
Reeves, says that there were twenty eight wounds bygrape-shot 
(excluding smaller ones) in the front on both thighs, chest and 
abdomen and the left side of the trunk and on the bottom and 
posterior thighs. These wounds could not have been accounted for 
by one shot. Lt. Col. Sinclair says that there must have been at 
least two more. The two said :,ledical Officers were not agreed 
as to whether there were boot marks on the abdomen. 

The statements of these officers were embodied in reports 
covering many matters. Extracts germane to this case are attached. 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 
1875 

(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence  
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence ; 
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

(a) As re•ards the Cam• Commandant and the su•orior Officers, 
they should be ma .e respons b e or _-iltner ordering, or permitting 
the guard to act as he or they did in this case. They may well 
raise the defence that the sentry exceeded his orders. The burden 
of showing that is upon them. A stron,- prima facie case is raised. 
The case against them seems to be reasonably complete. The camp 
records should show who the responsible officers were: and Lt.Col. 
Sinclair and/or lajor Martin will b, called: it may be their 
written statements will be made,admissibl:,, under the rules of 
evidence in force at the hearing. 

(b) As regard the guard or vuards, if these individuals can be 
identified there should be 2 clear case of brutal treatment of 
prisoners and murder or m-tnslaughter. Enquiry will be made to 
ascertain if any onlookers can be produced. But the most likely 
source of information will be the Camp Recor 3 s which must be 
called for. 









(For the Use of the Secretariat)  

Registered Number. 

02 702  vklic 

187? 
Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

3 C ALC 1944 

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 
UNIT7D KINGDOM CHARGES AGAINST I -"ALTN • WAR CRIMINALS 

 

      

CHARGE No.  UK — I/B 41  

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

1. Colonel Pasquale Santaro Commandant at Camp No. 7c, 
padulla,  Italy  

2. Colonel Gori, occupyinf* a  position of immediate 

authority in relation to  prisoners of war at said. 
CaMp  at 	the material,  date 

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

     

At 	present 	 unascertained 

    

         

     

Camp No. ''r;IPadulla, Italy 

   

        

          

          

          

          

          

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

No. .. 

Articles 2,9,48 and gA of Geneva Convention 1929 
relating to treatment of prisoners of war 

Neglect of duty towards defenceless persons 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

On a date at present unascertained an attempt to escape from 
camp No. 	at Padulla, Italy, -as made by 2nd Lieut. George Miller, 
FliP7ht Lieut. Ian Campbell, R.A.F., Lieutenant Binns, Commando 
Officer and P/0 Johnson. 

They were all recaptured, confined, their clothes taken. 
Lieutenant M.V.H. Caplat, R.N.V.R. took other clothes to them but, 
apparently was not allowed to hive them. The said prisoners were 
ill-treated in a variety of ways.While in prison, the term is not 
mentioned' but it was at least one month, they were allowed no 
cigarettes or books, one hour exercise only, the windows of the 
prison were bricked up, they were "knocked about a bit" and were 
marched naked to the hole in the wall through which they had tried 
to escape. 'fl 

TRANSMITTED BY 	  

• 
Insert serial number under which the case is registered in the files of the. National Office of the accusin6  State. 

31141 A.\ P:.\\ .Lt 	Gp.685 
06362) v■ P.!5,01 :4:;!plicti39 5.000500  •, 
(2692.0 %st.P..-- , ) • 	• 
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PARTICULARS OF ALLEGED CRIME 1878 

 

(R) V:ar crimes List 
No. xxix - 111 Treatment of prisoners 

  

• 
(b) Geneva Conven!7ion 1929 relatinc to the treataiont of prisoners 

of war, section 2 reouirinc,  humlne treatment and protection, 
and section 9 that no confinement or imprisonment except as 
a measure indispensab19_ for safety or health. 

(c) Under En fish Law - Assault 
Forced to march naked in the open. 
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/ 

(4- / 	 ) 

fro„i Interroj,ation of L. 
and Comm.T'lne. -7<.',4.B.BLATCHYC, :D, 

. 35 C' 	l'IDULLA 

C.C. , Colonel 30 I of Lgiiorn 	 pi; -,',:•ars a wig; no 

Eyebrows or -yelashes; 4 pfoplr,  who escaped 	th-ir clothes 

re,ioved; CAPLAT on hearing this collected soar ,nore and took 'uhe,a 

to the cell; 	of the Italians were ther' and the escapees had 

been knocked about a bit; CAPLAT had the clotir s knocked out of 

his hand and was screeched at tIrt he went away; from notes 

passed out they were taken in a state of nudity to the hole in the 

wail they had -tried to get th:'ough. 	When C. and B. left PADULLA 

they were still in Prison, being treated like murderers, no 

cigarettes, no books, 1 hour's exercise; windows were bricked up; 

they had then bccn th(re 1 iaonth. - 

Fames were: George MILL- 7 (Daily 1- x)ress man; 2nd Li(utcnant 

ifie 3rig. Ian CUIPB:ML, 	, 	; Lieutn' nt 131E78 a 

comiaando and P.O. JOHIT.3017. 
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D.C._(T1113/40243. 

EXTRACT from Statement by Flight-Lieutenant BRAND, ':?..A.141., 
repatriated from Italy, to R.A.F. Secton C.3.D.I.C., A.P.H.G., 
3rd My, 1943. 

"On Eay 10th 	wre 11 3iit to 	 Camp No. 35 ..... 

The ifficer Commanding, C)lonel LORI, was very severe, and 

althouL;h there was no ill-treati.lent of prisoners of war as a 

whole, those who escaped and were reca -ytured were badly treated 

by him. 	He is said to have struck them, put them in a cell 

after having tak(-y1 their clothes away and to have had them 

brought in naked to him for questioning.   9ari is 

reputed to be worst camp of all 	 the Coiamanding Officer 

(name unknown; is said to be a real swine". 
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PARTICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT 	1881 

t pres-nt there is no evidence from the Pour men named who 
were subjecteu fo this ill-treatment. '7nleavours will be made to 
get evidence from them. The evidence at prr)sent available comes 
from an interrogation by the !Iiddle Fast, of exchanged British 
naval Prisoners of mar (March 194) 0107/-027 (P.m.P.G.) interro-
gation of Lieut. V,.V.H. Caplat R.N.V.R. and Engineer Commander 

Blatchford R.N. Both these officers speak of the condi-
tions existing at this camp and th- treatment meted out to the 
four men in question from personal Irno-ledge. Endeavour '"111 he 
made to net their personal testimony but failing that, it may be 
that under the rules of evidence obtaining at the hearing, their 
written statelents may be admissible. The dates of the escape 
and recapture and the subsequent incidents are not at present 
available but there should be no difficulty about ascertaining 
the date when the records of the damp in auestion are called for; 
as they will be. Such records also should show beyond any doubt 
as to who was the Commandant and Adjutant or second in comnand at 
the said Camp at the material time. Copies of the notes of 
interrogation or above two officers are attached. 

There is, however, a statement by Lieutenant Trand, a.A.E., 
repatriated from Italy, R.f‘.P. Section C..D.T.C.A.F. H.O. 7rd 
May 1947 No. n.(1. W 117/79/47. This officer says that 'they' 
were all sent to Camp No. 3m, the Officer commanding being 
Colonel Gori who was very severe and that although there was no 
ill-treatment of prisoners of war as a. whole those who escaped 
and were recaptured were badly treated by him. He 10 said to 
have struck them, put them in a cell after they had had their 
clothes taken away and had them brought in naked for questioning. 
This officer's evidence is hearsay but, is certainly corroborative 
of what, took place. Copy of Lieutenant Brand's statement is attached. 
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1882 
NOTES ON THE CASE 

a 
(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 

responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence ;. 
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

The Commandant and second in command. shoull be directly 
responsible for the way in which the camp was conducted and the 
treatment meted out to the four prisoners in question. The said 
prisoners were kept in prison for over one month - they had been 
in prison one month when Caplat and Blatchford left. They were 
subjected to a prose indi-nity as hereinbefore described. The 
Commandant and second in comman-I must have, or should have, known 
what was going on. when one comes to consider what possible 
defence could be raised it may conceivably be said that the 
superior officers did not know what actually happened in this 
matter. In any csse there is a stronr prima facie case to answer; 
the burden should be upon the accused +o relieve themselves from 
responsibility. 

AS to *hether this case is complete, there are at present 
the written statements of Crip:at and Blatchford. Their personal 
testimony will be obtained if possibly, also that of the four 
said, prisoners and also the records of the said Camp but there 
is at present a prima facie case; and it should be proceeded with. 
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1 1884 

17th Jrilt 191;. 

c...:o1lne.1 	criarie, 
Off ice D.' jilt3 	 ..rono....1, 
6, ;; .- r.1.:-„!, .:Ardena, 

;zr .Areet. 
■..)• •1. 

Oear Colonel :false, 

hilVO WW1 O.V.:; :1-211.ntr, ;.1a .e of the o14 J... 
mauls iti r0;.1'i 	 :.r. 
ati,Li:eitts without re 	 action. 

I fin.. CALA, in view u 	iu .,:aftLoo.lara 
aantai.nod In thoze AffLdavits, a ultioiad. charges oualu be 
brou :at a 	.)vezans 	.:tet ctilargod in those.) 0/1503e 

Ta a .pliuu L.) the followin; oases 
persons:- 

CaI3eiiO thiliJi./.;_421 	d'I'.i.J.Lxvit of John 
'Itty..ge5 

I ,(4t: 	 It -2: 	ffiavit of d.. Btx.bnor; 
zina 

Case Ho. 2).VIVIItA+3:  Two Affidavits of 	Otraehan 
and one of L.C. tiooton; 	oargo u. ALMA WA:MI 
persons mentioned tlutreins 

It a pear u a1!;o that the first accJ in the 
ono 7.o.34.3 exild eventual/y be re-clartd.fLod fro: 'O' t 	or 
2:1 1, in viuw of a Aitional Affidavits shbA.tted. 

The abovo is boinf..., bru;ht to attention in 
cane 	.t.onzi .)1L'LCe suulil see fit to to:.t• 	Tropriate 
action. 

Y 	sihneely, 

J. Litaw34zi )7*. 
Le.:: -1 Officer. 
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IN THE MATTERS OF : 1885 

(A) ASSAULT ON '`AJOR REEVES at Camp No.75 at Bari in or 
about January 1942. 

(B) THE ILL-TREATMENT of British Prisoners of War and breaches 
of the Geneva Conventions 1929 at Camp No, 75 at Bari 
during the period December 1941 to March 1942. 

(0) ASSAULT ON A BRITISH Prisoner of War by Tenente Benicasa 
during the period March 1942 and August 1943 at Camp 
No.35 at Padula. 

(D) MURDER BY GINO BASCIONI and GIOVANNI ROMANELLI and others 
of L/CPL WARNER and PRIVATE WALKER. in the District of 
Ascoli in the Spring of 1944. 

I, WILLIAM PETER BULMER, Captain, R.A. at present 
stationed at 123 O.C.T.U., Catterick Camp, with permanent home 
address, 14A Park Drive, Heaton, Bradford, MAKE OATH and say 
as Follows 

1. I became a Prisoner of War at Gazala, Libya, December 15th 
1941. I was captured by the Germans and removed to a P /W 
Transit Camp at Benghazi. I remained there one night and 
with other off•ioers was removed by submarine to Taranto. I 
was taken to P/W Transit Camp at Bari where I remained until 
the end of March. 

2. During the period December 1941 to March 1942 at Bari the 
camp conditions were very bad indeed both for officers and men. 
The Commandant during that time was Captain Somavilla who was 
violently anti-British and very cruel in every way. 

There was great over-crowding: the officers had two huts 
for about 180 officers: the men were herded like cattle. 

As to food, it was very bad, and very inadequate. Two 
meals a day: 150 to 200 grammes of bread: a pint of thin 
macaroni soup: half an ounce of fish occasionally: occasionally 
a little fruit. 	It was semi-starvation, and cases of 
malnutrition and consequent diseases rapidly appeared. Red 
Cross parcels occasionally relieved the situation, but the 
issue was constantly held up and there was wholesale pilfering. 
Captain Somavilla himself controlled the Red Cross issue. 
Frequent applications were made to him to allow a representative 
of the Red arose or the protecting power to see the Camp, but 
he refused. 

As to medical arrangements, they were utterly inadequate. 
The Italian officers supplied neither proper inspection or 
medical equipment or supplies. 

As to sanitation, this was very primitive, and our men were 
locked in from dusk until dawn and not allowed out on any pretext. 
Diseases in consequence became rife. There were many cases of 
dysentery and desert sores, and advanced malnutrition. 

The Italian medical authorities took no steps to alleviate 
the conditions and shewed no sympathy. It was only when a 
case was desperate that it was taken to the neighbouring hospital. 

3. In or about January 1942 I recollect the case of the 
assault on Major Reeves. Just after dusk he left one but to 
go into the other - a matter of some 30 yards - a course which 

1. 
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it was necessary for him and which he was entitled to take, 
I believe one of the sentries shouted "halt", and I believe 
Major Reeves complied. I heard a shot, but was not able to 
look out. The following morning I heard that Major Reeves 
had been shot in the shoulder by a bullet. Protests were 
made by our Senior British Officer to Captain Somavilla but 
he refused to discuss the incident. 

4. In March 1942 I left Bari and went to Camp. No .36 at Padula 
and remained there until August Ath 1943. During that tine 
one of the Italian Officers, Tenente Benicasa, struck one of 
the British Officers in the face while in the dormitories one 
evening. I am unable at the moment to give the name, rank, 
or unit of the said British officer. 

5. On August Oth 1943 I left Padula and was sent to Camp. No. 19 
at Bologna where I stayed until a date just after the armistice 
in Sep ember 1943. On my escape I went in company with 0aptain 
Maides, Royal Tank Regiment, and Lieutenant Wagner, Welch 
Regiment, and others, and we journeyed through the districts 
of San Marino, Fabriano and Fermo, until I joined the Allied 
Forces towards the end of May 1944. During that time in the 
district of Ascoli I remember the murder of L/Cpl. Warner and 
Pte. Walker. I knew them both, and at the time they were 
lodging not far from me with a farmer. Warner and Walker, and 
two or three others, were on the day in question lying up in 
the crops near a river. I was some 300 to 400 yards away in 
the company of the said Captain Maides, Sgt. Gunn, R.E., and 
two other men called Tvans and Southall. I heard several shots, 
and was told afterwards that Warner and Walker had been killed. 
I went the next day with the said Southall to see the farmer 
with whom the two victims were lodging. He confirmed that they 
had been so shot and T was told that. the shooting had been 
done by Gino.Basoioni - and others acting under the orders of 
Rosoiolip—th6—hdad -Of a local Fascist militia. 

SWORN by the said William Peter ) 
Bulmer.  at Richmond in the County) 	WILLIAM PETER BULMER. Capt.R.A. 
of York on the 25th day of May 
1945 

Before me, 
R. BORROWS. 
A Commissioner for Oaths. 
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IN THE MATTERS OP : 

(A) Assault on Major Reeves at 
Camp No.75 at sari in or about 
January 1940. 

(B) e Ill-treatment of British 
risoners of War and breaches of 
the Geneva Conventions 1929 at 
Camp No.75 at Bari during the 
period December 1941 to March 
1942. 

(0) Assault on a British Prisoner 
of War by Tenente Benioasa 
during the period March 1942 and 
August 104 3 at Camp No.35 at 
Padula. 

(D) Murder by Gino Bascioni and 
Giovanni Romanelli and others of 
L/Cpl. Warner and Private Walker 
in the District of Ascoli in the 
Spring of 1944. 

AFFIDAVIT 

- of - 

CAPTAIN WILL/AM PETER BULMER 

THE TREASURY SOLICITOR. 
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IN THE MATT7R of The Ill-treatment of prisoners of war 
and breaches of the Geneva Convention 1929 at Camp N0.75 
at Bari during the period Ath July to nth August 1942 

AFFIDAVIT  

No.97859, MAJOR ADRIAN R7DMA1T COLLINGW01D, Officer Commanding 
B" Company 184 0.0.T.U. Barmouth, Wales, with permanent addre3s at 

258 Oottingham Road, Hull, make Oath and say as follows :- 
1. I was captured and taken prisoner of war near Fouka by the 2lat 

panzer Division on the 29th June 1942. I was evacuated to Benghazi via 
Tobruk and Barce, whence I was flown to Camp No.75, Bari, where I 
arrived on or about the 8th July 1942. 'remained at Bari till 8th 
August 1942 when I was transferred to Camp No.21 Chieti whence I 
escaped some days after the collapse of Italy (I think on the 22nd 
September 1941). / rejoined British forces at Casoli on 17th February 
1944. 

2. Whilst at Bari I was accommodated in a wire enclosed compound 
which included six to eight bungalows. My bungalow had seven bays giving 
on to a central oorridor. The bay I was in was some 57 feet long and 
14 feet wide, and acoommodated about 48 prisoners of war. We slept on 
two-tier double bunks which were so close to each other that there was 
only just room to pass between them (except for the "corridor" which 
traversed the central corridor at right angles and divided the beds on 
each side of the bays). The bedding consisted of straw palliasses, and 
no blankets were issued although I, in fact, had one which had been 
given to me when I was captured. 

3. Apart from walking round the compound, there were no facilities 
for exercise, nor were there any facilities for intellectual or sporting 
pursuits beyond what we were able to contrive ourselves. 

4. Our daily ration was 200 grammes of bread, a small quantity of 
rice or macaroni (usually served in soup), a small portion of cheese 
and ersatz ooffee. We also got a minute ration of meat twice a week 
(each portion being perhaps 3" x 2" x 1/n"). Towards the latter part 
of the time I was at Bari we got a small portion of fruit daily 
(perhaps a peach or a few almonds). At the canteen we could buy appro-
imately 50 Italian cigarettes a week and a limited number of dubious 
cakes. 

5. Malnutrition was rife. Moot of us were too lethargic to move 
from our bunks and it was by no means unusual for officers to faint 
during the daily counting parades. There were some cases of dysentery 
and a large number of cases of desert sores. 

0. 	One bungalow was set aside for the treatment appeared to have some 
medical supplies, though they of course sometimes ran out of them. I 
can recall no cases of fatal sickness having occurred whilst I was at 
Bari. 

7. Sanitary arrangements were reasonably good according to Italian 
standards, and the facilities for washing were adequate. 

8. Whilst I was at Bari, I had a share in three Red Cross parcels: an 
eighth of the first, a quarter of the second, and (I think) half the 
third. 

9. I received no mail whilst I was at Bari, and letters I wrote to my 
wife and mother failed to reach them. So far as I know the only 
communication that reached the outside world so far as I am concernAd 
was a communication through the Vatican that I had been taken pzisoner 
of war. 

SWORN at Barmouth in the ) 
County of Merioneth this ) 	A.R. COLLINGWn0D. 
27th day of June 1945 

Before me, 
T.R. JONES. 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 
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IN TEE MATTER OF : 

The ill-treatment of British priuo.[:ars of war au' breaches 
of the Geneva Conventionu 15), at C,Amp No. 75 at Bari during 
the pericri about 21.ot Jun to 4th August 1!)4 

AFFIDAVIT 

CHARLES NAPIER CROSS, Captain /118tructor, The Worcestershire 
Regiment, at present serving in the qth Bn. Wore. Regt. at 
Crickhowall, South Wales with permanent address spring Grove, 
Penarth, South Wales, make Oath and say as follows :- 

1. I was taken prisoner at Knightsbridge, Libya, on 14th June 
1942. I was taken to Camps at Derna, Barci and Benghazi in 
North Africa and thence reached Camp No. 75 at Bari on 21st June 
1942. 

2. T stayed at Bari about seven weeks from 21st June to about 
4th Augist 1942. There was great overcrowding: for some weeks 
240 prisoners were kept wired in a very small enclosure. 

The food was just sufflciont for a healthy man if it reached 
him in spite of pilfering by Cypriot orderlies: but almost all 
the officers and men were then in a very low state of nutrition 
owing to previous lack of food and there was a considerable amount 
of illness and skin trouble in consequence and no adequate medical 
arrangements to cope with the situation. There was one small 
hospital tent and the Italian commandant left the care of the sick 
almost entirely to two British doctors, Doctor Murray and Doctor 
Sanderson, to do what they could with practically no medical 
equipment or supplies. We were constant17 kept out in the sun 
for hours waiting for the roll call despite the fact that everyone 
was very weak if not seriously ill. 

SWORN at Aber gavenny in ) 
the County of monmouth 	) 	CHARLES N. CROSS. 
this 18th day of July 1945) 

Before me, 
'7).  
DIM))  

A Commissioner for Oaths. 



AFFIDAVIT 

- of - 

Captain Instructor O.N. CROSS 

• 

THE TREASURY SOLICITOR. 

1890 

IN THE MATTER OF: 

The ill-treatment of British 
prisoners of war and breaches of 
the Geneva Conventions 1929 at 
Camp No.75 at Bari during the 
period about 21st June to 4th 
August 1942 
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IN THE 	MATTER OF THE ILL-TREATMENT OF 
PRISONERS OF WAR AND BREACHES OF THE GENEVA CONVErTIONS 
1929 AT DAMP No.75 at BARI IN OR ABOUT AUGUST; 1942 

AFFIDAVIT 

No.153A91, CAPTAIN FRANK JAMES FISH, R.A.M.C. of Camp 
Reception Station, 22 North Park Road, Bradford, Yorkshire, with 
a private address at 338 Larkshall Road, South Ohingford, 
London, E.4. make Oath and say as follows :- 

1. I was captured at Tobruk on 20th June 1942 and after being 
Medical Officer at Benghazi Prisoners of War Camp for about a 
month I arrived in Italy by plane about 4th August, 1942. 

2. After a night in a broken down barracks at Leoci I went to 
Camp No.75 at sari. I was not Medical Officer there as there 
were plenty of British Medical Officers available. I remained 
there about three weeks. 

1. 	For rations we received, so far as I knew, the full scale 
of civilian rations then in force in Italy. Red Cross parcels 
arrived regularly about every ten days though I was told by 
prisoners at the Camp, whose naves I do not remember, that those 
were sometimes stopped as punishment for various offences. 

4. On one occasion, the date of which I cannot give, when some 
prisoners had escaped, the whole Camp was paraded in the sun all 
day till about 4 p.m. with nothing to eat having had only an 
early cup of ersatz coffee. 

5. At another date which I do not remember there was one of 
the periodical searches of prisoners and I had a fair amount of 
kit stolen including my watch, two blankets and various personal 
articles such as my needle and cotton. The practice was for a 
prisoner to be searched by three men, Oarabinieri and soldiers, 
ut once, and one could not keep an eye on all of them at the same 
time. 

A. 	We were somewhat overcrowded in the barrack room, sleeping 
on two tier beds very close together. As it was summer, however, 
we could have all the windows open and it was not unduly 
uncomfortable. 

7. I did not myself have any experience of the Italian Medical 
Officer but other prisoners whose names I do not recall, informed 
me that he was very unpleasant. 

8. About the end of August or beginning of September I was 
moved from Bari to Camp No.78 at Sulmona. 

SWORN by the said Captain Frank James ) 
Fish at Bradford in the County of York) 	F.J. FISH.. 
this 30 th day of May 1045 	 Oapt. R.A.M.C. 

Before me, 
J. HEDLEY SUTOLI2FR. 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 
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TH7 :'ATTIC. Of TIP ILL.-•TRATM7NT 
p.dsot;ms 	7A:i AND BR7W7H7S 

OM:7VA COEVT,TTIONS 1929 
AT CM') NO. 75 at BAai IN OR 

AUGUST, 1042 

     

  

1 DAVIT 

  

- Of - 

 

CAPTAIN PRANK JA .:'7; 71SH,N0.13891, 

     

THF, TREASURY -='OLICITOR 
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UNITED KINGDOI4 CHARGES AGAINST ITALIAN WAR CRIMINALS. 

CAMPS NO. 75  Bari and Nos. 70 Fermo.  

No.49132180 Craftsman ARTHUR FRANKS, R.E.M.E. T. List with home 
address 65 Cross Street Newark upon Trent, states :. 

1. In June 1942 1 was serving with 7th battalion, The Royal 
Tank Regiment, and was captured at Tobruk by the Germans. After 
being in prisoner of war camps at perna, Benghazi and Tripoli 
I was transported to Italy and sent to prisoner of war camp 
No. 75, Bari. 

2. I arrived' at Bari P.W. Camp on 3rd December 1942 and was 
at this camp for six. weeks. This camp was an Off icers' Transit 
Camp and living conditions and rations were fairly good in 
comparison with my previous experiences. 

3. I then was transferred to a P.W. Camp No. 85 Tuturano at 
Brindisi. I was at this camp approximately t wo monthl and 
here again living conditions and rations were fairly g'od. 

4. At neither of these camps did I see or hear of any cases 
of ill treatment of prisoners of war. 

5. I was transferred to P.W. Camp No. 70 demo at the beginning 
of karch 1943. At this camp there were four different compounds. 
and I was in No. 1 Compound. We were accommodated in a new 
factory building, which had never had machinery in it, on triple.: 
.tier bunks. The rooms were over-crowded there being approxim-
ately two feet in between each triple tier bed. The rooms 
were infested with lice. The rations consisted of two hot 
meals a day and a small loaf of bread. Hot coffee was issued 
in the morning at 0700 hours. Red Cross food parcels were 
issued regularly each week whilst I was there. 

A. FRANKS. 

15th bray 1945. 
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IN THE 'LATTER oe THE ILL.TREATMENT OF BRITISH 
PRISONERS OF WAR AND BREACHES OF THE GENEVA 
CONVENTIONS 1929 at Camp No. 75 at BARI from 
the 14th to 27th July 1942. 

A F F I D A V I T. 

I, JACK HENRY FRENCH, Gunner, 138 battery, 117 eield 

‘) Regiment, R.A. now at the said Battery at Cromer, Norfolk, and 

with a permanent address at 7 Bourne Terrace, Wherstead, Ipswich, 

Suffolk, make oath and say as follows :. 

1. On the 21st June, 1942 I was taken prisoner of war at Tobruk, 

Libya, and from thence was sent to Benghazi and then shipped to 

Italy to Camp No. 75 at Bari, arriving there about the 14th July 

1942. 

2. I was at Camp No. 75 at Bari from the 14th to the 27th 

July, 1942. There was nothing here which could properly be 

called a camp at all. We were herded together in a dry canal 

bed, without but or tent. It rained heavily at times and there 

was no protection of any sort. 

There was no sanitation at all. 

As regards food, the arrangements were very bad and the 

allowance quite inadequate to maintain nealth, and sometimes 

there was notenough to go round. 

SWORN at Cromer in the County ) 
of Norfolk this 11th day of 	) 
kay 1945. 

J.H. eRENCH. 

Before me, 
George V. Emmett, 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 
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STATEMENT of 59209 LIan. COLONEL E.H. GIBBON,  D..0. of 49, , “ 
Roehampton Lane, 0.,..18 (permanent addreesI, at present stationed 
at 43rd tin. RTR. 	I.P.O. Brandon, Suffolk. 

I was taken prisoner at Duda N. Africa on 1st December 1941 
and after then 	 to the P/V transit camp, Bari (Camp en was taken 
No.75) where I remained until about 30th Larch 1942. 

Onth December 1941 General Bellomo visited the camp and 
displayed considerable annoyance at the fact that the prisoners 
did not stand to attention when he came in sight. While I was 

ease 	 away from him near a cookhouse some distance standing  at ea tance a m and a smiling  at his agitated gesticulations and speech he shouted at me 
in English "You laugh, you dies" I next saw the sentry who was 
alongside of him bring  his rifle down from his shoulder and draw 

r back the bolt. I then realised I was in danger and moved behind 
was told later 

a 
the nearest olive tree and stood to attention. I w 
by officers (including  Major Reeves and Major Peter Lewis, both 

	

e 	 e ral and th of the Buffs) who were standing  near the general 	sentry, 
that after lifting  his rifle to his shoulder and aiming  in my 

no effect direction the sentry had squeezed the trigger to 	effect, and 
unloaded and on that he had then examined the rifle, 	 unloa 

going  into his ammunition pouch discovered that it only
fle, found it was 	

contained 
cigarettes. 

1 remember hearing  of the incident at this camp in January 
1942 in which Major LacDowall, the New Zealand Padre, was involved. 
He gave me an account of what had happened shortly afterwards. At 
the time he and I were accommodated in the same but but occupied. 
different rooms. 

We 	been warned by the camp authorities that at night 
time we were not to go round the back of the huts when visiting. 
the latrines but to pass along the frorlt of them. kajor kacDowall 
told me that on the evening  of the incident he absentmindedly 
started to go along  the back way to the latrines when he was 
challenged by a sentry, that he immediately turned round and 
commenced walking  back to his but and that as ho was doing  this 
the sentry fired at him and missed him. I also heard from him 
that the bullet passed through the wall of our hut and through a 

which a lieute book 	 nant. 	 A colonel of the R.A.M.C. from New Zealand, 
whose name I cannot remember, was reading  at the time, and that 
Lieut. Colonel Fraser, R.A., also from New Zealand, was in the 
room. I later saw the bullet marks in the hut. Major MacDowall 
told me that shortly after he was visited by Captain Sompavilla 
who after questioning  him struck him. 

I also remember hearing  of the circumstances in which Captain 
Plame met hie death and Lieutenant Cooke was wounded. I met 
Lieutenant Cooke in Camp 5 after it had happened and he gave me 
an account of what happened which was the same as that set out in 
the extracts from his letter to Lieutenant.Colonel Munro, Senior 
Officer of British Troops at Sulmona which I have read. 

m Major Peter Lewis of the Buffs told me of the circumstances 
in which Major Noel Reeves was wounded 	the Camp some time in 
January 1942. Owing  to the overcrowded state of the Camp 
permission was given to use a hut, which up to then had been used 
solely as a store,for sleeping accommodation. To get to this 
hut from that which Major Reeves and Major peter Lewis had used 

n up to then it was necessary to pass the,latrines. Major Peter 
Lewis told me that on the night on which Major Reeves was wounded 

v were es wer he and Major Reeves 	walking  from the but they had been 
using to the but on the other side of the latrines and that a 
sentry challenged them after they had passed the latrines and 
that Major Reeves had then taken a Low paces in the direction 
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of the sentry and the latter fired at him wounding him in 
the shoulder. I understood that after a complaint had been 
made General Bellomo inquired Into the matter and stated that 
he was satisfied that Majors Reeves and Peter Lewis were 
attempting to escape at the time. I am quite satisfied myself 
that the shooting occurred because of the failure of the camp 
authorities to inform the sentry that this particular but was 
being used by prisoners, and that the sentry on seeing these 
two prisoners pass the latrtnes thought they were attempting to 
escape. A few days afterwards when going to the same but I 
narrowly escaped being fired at myself by a sentry who 
apparently was also ignorant that this but was now being used 
by prisoners. 

Captain "Boggy" Howson of the Central Indian Horse who was 
also a prisoner at the camp while I was there told me that Captain 
Sommavilla had struck him on one occasion when he was in the 
confinement cell. 

I confirm that the conditions with regard to food and 
accommodation were very bad in this camp and that Captain 
Sommavilla was particularly cruel in his treatment of the 
prisoners and incited the guards to behave likewise. 

(Signed) E.H. GIBBON, Lt. Col. No.58209. 
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S T A T E LI E N T 

of - 

COLONEL GIiitiON 

THE TREASURY SOLICITOR 
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IN THE MATTER of THE ILL...TREATMENT OF BRITISH PRI:SM.:RS 
Oki' WAR AND BREACHES OM THE GENEVA CONVENTIONS 1929 at 
Camp No. 75 at Bari between November 1942 and January 1943. 

AFeIDAVIT. 
1898 

   

No. 148305 Captain ALBERT ARTHUR JONES, R.A. of 123 Officer 
Training Training Regiment, Catterick Camp, Yorkshire, with a private 

address at The Boundary, Copies  Bedfordshire, make oath and say as folio% 
1. 1 was captured at Alamein on the 28th October 1942 by uerman troops 

who took away some of my personal belongings. 
2. 1 was handed over to the Italian forces and was flown to Italy 

on or about November 3rd, arriving at Lecce. 
3. I was taken to Camp No. 75 at Bari, which was then a transit camp. 

The senior British officer was Captain Micklethwaite R.N. D.S.O. to 
whom I was Camp Adjutant and I left Bari late in January 1943. 

4. The camp was almost empty when I arrived, but later a number of 
South African prisoners were brought from North Africa. After their 
arrival the camp was extremely overcrowded. As regards the officers, 
we were accommodated in huts and when the camp was full, tents were 
erected under the trees to take the extra prisoners. These were very 
wet and leaked and were only provided with straw to lie on. The huts 
were bug ridden and full of lice. The Italians' attempts at de..lousing 
were quite ineffective. 

5. The South African prisoners, when they arrived were in very poor 
shape indeed. I have never seen men look so ill. They were suffering 
from dysentery and desert sores and were grossly underfed. The 
clothing position was appalling for them as they had only their exert 
kit and it was mid.winter. As soon as any South Africans became 
seriously ill they were sent away to other camps. Captain Mioklethwaite 
put forward many complaints, but nothing was done. 

6. In this camp officers and other ranks were mixed and there were 
not separate compounds. 

7. There were no Red Cross Parcels for about two months, that is 
until about Christmas 1942. 

8. Before the Red Cross parcels began to arrive, we suffered 
considerably from lack of food. As far as I am aware we had t.-le scale 
of Italian rations, which were very poor and there was no distinction 
between the rations of officers and other ranks. 

9. As regards sanitation,this was fair, there being water carriage 
to some extent, but sufficient provision was not made for the numbers 
in the camp and as a result it was very overcrowded 

10. We all suffered from malnutrition and became progressively 
weaker. 

11. I do not remember the name of the Commandant, who was a tall man, 
but he was not hostile and the interpreter, whose name also I do not 
know, tried to do what he could for us and was friendly. Our main 
complaint was that the camp authorities would not let us bury our dead 
and we were only allowed to accompany a body as far as the camp gates. 

12. Late in January 1943 I was moved to Camp 17 at Rezzanello. 

SWORN at Richmond in the ) 
County of York this 7th ) 	 A.A. JONES, 
day of Juno 1945. 

Before me, 
R. Borrows, 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 



IN THE MATTFR OF :- 
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The i11-treatm(AA of British prisoners of war and 
breaches of the Geneva Conventions 1929 at Camp 
No. 75 at Bari in July 1942 

AFFIDAVIT 

WILFRID PRICE, Barrister-at-Law, now acting as 
Temporary Assistant to His Majesty's Procurator-General and 
Treasury Solicitor, Storey's Gate, Westminster, and with a 
permanent address of 5, Paper Buildings, Temple, London, 
R.C.4. make Oath and say as follows :- 

1. Since the summer of 1944 up to the date hereof, I have 
been engaged, inter alia, in the preparation of evidence on 
Italian war crimes, and in the course thereof, on or about 
the 23rd February 1945, I interviewed No. 180178 Lieutenant 
Eric Alfred Lawton, Worcestershire Regiment, then at 23rd 
Infantry Holding Battalion, Ross-on-Wye, Herefordshire, and 
with a permanent address at 39, Bernard Road, Edgbaston, 
Birmingham 17, and made notes of his evidence regarding the 
charges herein. The said notes were read over to him and he 
agreed that he would swear to an Affidavit embodying the same. 

2. I drew up an Affidavit embodying the evidence of the 
said officer from the said notes and a copy of such affidavit 
is exhibited hereto and marked "W.P.1" 	I sent the said 
affidavit by letterdated the 18th March 1945 to the said 
officer for swearing: it was, howeverp'returned by his 
Commanding Officer who informed the Treasury Solicitor by 
letter dated the 24th May 1945 that the said Officer had been 
killed in action on the 8th April 1945. A copy of the latter 
letter is exhibited hereto and marked "W.P.2". 

SWORN at 1 Mitre Court Buildings,) 
Temple in the Oity of London 
the 29th day of June 1945 

Before me, 
HERBERT W. KNOOKFR. 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 

WILFRID PR/OE. 
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IN THE MATTER OF t 

The ill-treatment of British 
prisoners of war and breaches of 
the Geneva Conventions 1929 at 
Camp No. 75 at Bari in July 1942 

AFFIDAVIT 

- of 

WILFRID PRICE 

THE TREASURY SOLICITOR 
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Tho 111-troatnent of British prisonerJ of war 
aryl breaches of tl)o Geneva conventions 1221  at ro. 75 at 1.31 in July 1042. 

B. Tho ill-troatment of British prisoners of war 
and breaches of the Geneva Conventions 1929 at 
Camp No. 21 at Chieti during the period August 
1942 to flay 1143. 

C. The murder of Pilot Officer outerbridge at a 
railway station near Rimini on May lot 1943 

A. 

AFFIDAVIT 

1. 

ERIC ALFRED LAWTON, No. 111017A, Lieutenant 
Worcestershire Regiment, now at 21rd Infantry Holding 
Battalion, Ross-on-Wye, Herefordshire, and with a permanent 
address at 39, Bernard Road, PAgbaston, Birmingham 17, 
make Oath and say as follows :- 

On the 21st June 1942 I was taken prisoner at Tobruk, 
and from there was tal7en to a camp at Bac:I, thence to 
Lecci, both in North Africa, and was then shipped to Italy 
and taken to Camp lro. 75 at Bari. I was there for about 
three weeks in July 1942. During the time when I was in 
this camp the following incident occurred. 

It was roll-call. I was about fifty yards from the 
incident in question. The Italian guards, some twenty of 
them, marched through the parade. One of our prisoners 
of war tripped one of the guards. 	It may have been 
intentional. The guard slashed round with his rifle 
and hit another man (not the one who did the tripping), and 
several others were hit in a similar way. 

I was sent on to Camp No. 21 at Chieti in August 1942. 

2, 	I was at Camp No. 21 at Chieti from August 1942 to 
the 10th May 1243. 

The conditions in this camp during that period were 
very bad. There wan great overcrowding. The sanitation was 
bad, There was very little water. 

As to food. - This was in very short supply; only the 
Red gross parcels saved un from slow starvation. 

No clothing was provided: we wore left to go through 
the winter with only our desert kit, which consisted of 
a shirt and shorts. 

The Italian Officer, who really acted like a Commandant, 
was a Captain Interpreter called Croce. He was a violent 
Fascist, very anti-British, and would do nothing to relieve 
our privations. He would not oven hand on requests or 
complaints to his superiors. 
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On 	lot l'A3 I wan sent fro tho said camp at 
Chieti to a camp, No. 49, ,t Pontanollato (Parma) by train. 
The distance was oome 200 miles. Tho train stopped at a 
small station near Rimini 	I think the name of the station 
was Onstell-something. There is a castle on a hill nearby. 
I wary travellinrr, in the same compartment an Pilot Officer 
Outorbrilge, w:len he ex:prow:0J his intention of jumping the 
train. Ho first at 	to jump out whilst the train wan 
ntationary in a, small station, but the other officers in the 
compartment - five in all - pulled him back as he had his feet 
on the table by the window, and he would certainly have been 
shot before he got away from the train. Imediately after 
this the guard by the winnow left his seat and stood in the 
corridor, whilst another guard took his place. This first 
guard, Papantonio Guiseppe, born at Fop.,F;io in 1910, father 
Raffaele Papantonio, hal realised that Outerbridge intended 
to escape, and fearing that ho might be assaulted, changed 
places, and told no one what had occurred. 

I speak fluent Italian, and learned all this later on 
when the Senior Italian Officer questioned Papantonio and 
severely reprimanded him for not reporting the first incident, 
and thus preventing bloodshed. After thin we all thought 
that Outerbridge would wait until nightfall, but just as the 
train was pulling out of a small station near Rimini Outer-
bridge leapt on the table, after a slight scuffle pushed the 
guard by the window aside, jumped out of the train, and ran 
down the platform. The train, which was hardly moving, 
stopped almost immediately. Papantonio made no attempt to 
stop Outerbridge from jumping from the window, but ran down 
the corridor and jumped out. Whether he fired the shot that 
brought Outerbridge down I am unable to say, but Outerbridge 
fell at a distance of 40 yards from the train, and being 
unable to rise put his hands up. I then saw Papantonio 
deliberately fire four or five shots at Outerbridge as he lay 
on the platform. Outerbridge was carried on to the train 
where he died five minutes later. His body was taken off the 
train at Rimini, where we were told he was to be buried. 

I rerAined at the said camp at Fontanellato until the 
Armistice, Rth September 19430  when I escaped, and on the 
25th October 1943 I got across the lines and joined the 

Fifth Army. 

SWORN at 

in the 	of 
1945) this 	day of  

Before me, 

A Oommissioner for Oaths. 
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IV TIT", '!ATT7113 

A. Tho ill-treatment of British 
prisoners of war and brachea 
of tho Gonova Convontions 1929 
at Camp Ito .75 at Bari in 
July n42. 

B. The ill-treatment of British 
prisoners of war und breaches 
of the Genova Convontione 1920 
at Camp Uo.21 at Chieti during 
the period August 1942 to May 
1947. 

C. The murdor of Pilot Officer 
Outorbridge at a railway 
station nrJar Rimini on May let 
1943 

AFFIDAVIT 

- of - 

Lieutenant 7.A. LAWTON 

I 

4 

T}P TR,,:ASURY SOLICITOR. 

Ira 
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on r 1.)r :r:ths. 1904 

12th Dn. The Devonshire Regiment, 
Bulforl 3arracko, 

Salisbury, 
Viilto. 

"4th May, 1045. 

Dear Sir, 

Italian War crimes 

Reference your letter of the lA March, 1045, 

addre333d to Lieut. E.A.LAWTON of the Worcestershire Regt., 

enclosing an Affidavit on the above oubject to be signed by 

him. I regret having to inform that this officer was killed 

in action on Rth April, 1045. 

I am returning the unsigned Aocumento to you herewith. 

Yours faithfully, 

(?) 

Major. 

The Treasury Solicitor, 
Storey's Gate, 
St. James's Park, 
London, S. ;I.1. 
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IN THE "ATT7R OF : 
	 1905 

The J11-treatment of British prisoners of war and 
breaches of the Geneva Convsntiono 1929 at Camp No.68 
at Bari during the period 21st December 1941 to the 
28th March 1942. 

AFFIDAVIT 

I, PETER JARRETT L717IS, No.53607, major, The Buffs, attached 
2nd Surreys, with a present address of Charlton Park, Bishol'sbourne, 
Kent, and with a permanent address of C/o !Ire. Allen, Herries, 
Oraatock, Woking, Surrey, make Oath and say as follows :- 

1. I was taken prisoner of war on the 15th December 1941 at 
Gazala, North Africa. Prom there I was sent to Derma, where I 
stayed one night; then to Benghazi where I stayed one night; then 
to Camp No.SS at Bari in Italy where I stayed from 21st December 
1941 to the 2Ath March 1942: then to Camp No.35 at Padula where I 
stayed from the 2Sth March 1942 to the 4th or 5th May 1942: then 
to Camp No.29 at Piacenza where I stayed from the 4th or 5th May 
1942 to the 8th September 1941 - the armistice: then wandered for 
some seven weeks in Italy and eventually on the 30th October 1947 
reached Switzerland. I was repatriated on the 2nd November 1044. 

2. During the time that I was at the said Camp No.86 at Bari, 
namely from the 21st December 1941 to the 2Mth March 1942, the 
conditions were so follows :- 

As regards food, we were supposed to receive the basic ration 
which consisted daily of one small loaf of bread,about a pint of 
think vegetable skilly, with a little macaroni or rice in it, and 
occasionally a small piece of meat or cheese, but I do not believe 
that we even got that. We all thought that there was stealing by 
the Italians. There was a very untrustworthy Italian cook in 
charge of the cookhouse and on many oocasions they rushed off with 
some of our ration before it was all doled out from the dish or 
pot, and it was not fully distributed. 

As regards clothing. There was no issue at all of anything 
for some two months after my arrival at the said camp. We got 
no shirts or towel or soap for some two months. 

There was considerable looting at the said camp by the Italian 
personnel. A tunnel was discovered under the Subalterns' hut. I 
cannot remember the exact date. The next morning the Subalterns 
were sent out for a walk and the other officers were kept out of 
the said Subalterns' hut. While away the Italians systematically 
went through the Subalternsl -kit and took various articles such 
as brushes, razors and razor-blades, garments, toilet cases, and 
some Red Cross issue which had just been received. I know this 
from my personal investigation, and I saw the list of the missing 
things made out, and I also saw Italian officers eating tied Cross 
chocolate and smoking Rod Cross cigarettes. 

On the afternoon of the sane day a similar thing happened 
when a tunnel was found under the floor boards of the Senior 
Officers' hut. Protests were made and a list of missing articles 
was handed in to the Commandant, Capcain Sommabilla, but so far 
as I know nothing whatever was done about it. 

SWORN by the said PETER JARRETT 
LEWIS at 88 Castle Street, Canterburl 
in the County of Kent this 5th day of) 	P.J. LIPWIS. Major. 
September 1945 

Before me, 
A.K. MOWLL. 
A Commissioner for Oaths. 
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IN THE MATTER OF sa. 
	 1905 

The ill-treatment of British Prisoners of War and 
breaches of the Geneva Conventions, 1929, at Camp 
No.75 at Bari during the period about 28th January 
1942 to about 2nd March 1942. 

AFFIDAVI T. 

I, WILLIAM BRIAN de LAVAL LUSK, Captain, New Zealand 
Medical Corps at present at Reception Depot, Ivew Zealand 
Expeditionary Force, United Kingdom care of New Zealand Army 
Post Office zdargate Kent, and with a permanent address of 76, 
St. Andrews Road, Auckland, New Zealand, 	AA s •_•_• make oath and 
say as follows 

1. I was taken prisoner of war on the 28th November 1941 at 
Sidi Resegh and was from there taken to Bell6hazi whore I stayed 
five days; thence to iirindisi where I was in hospital for a 
time, and thence to Bari, Italy, where I arrived about 28th 
January 1942. 

2. I was prisoner of war at Camp 140.75 at Bari from about 
28th January 1942 to about 2nd Adaroh, 1942. The conditions in 
the said camp during that period were as follows :m 

It was an Officers' transit camp and very overcrowded. 
It was verminous, but not to a great extent. The food supply 
was very poor • about 1,200 calories per day: consisting of 
one roll of 150 grammes and about two pints of thin cabbage 
stew per day with occasional cheese fruit and fish. This diet 
was lacking in proteins and in fats, and there was in conse-
quence a steady decline in the general health with the 
developmert of a state of malnutrition. 

3. Shortly after my arrival at the said camp I heard of an 
incident which occurred prior to my arrival, namely the 
shooting in the shoulder of Major Reeves. I know a man who 
actually saw the incident, namely, Captain G.C.T. Burns, 5th 
Field Ambulance, New Zealand Medical Corps now at Halifax House, 
Strand, London, Acting Deputy Assistant Director of Aledical 
Services. 

SWORN at 12 King Sdward Street in ) 
the City of Oxford this 3rd day of) 
	

W.B. de L. LUSK 
August 1945 

Before me, 
W. HUWSS LINNELL 
A Commissioner for Oaths. 



IN THE MATTERS OF :- 
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(a) The ill-treatment of British prisoners of war and 
broaches of the Genova Conventions 1929 at Camp 
No.75 at Bari from about nth December 1941 to 
25th March 1942. 

(b) The wounding of major Reeves at Camp No. 75 at Bari 
in January 1942. 

(c) The wounding of and assault on Major McDowell at 
Camp No. 75 at Bari in January 1942. 

AFFIDAVIT 

JOHN HAROLD MAIDES No.1307P4 Captain, The Royal Tank 
Regiment, at present at Royal Naval Air School c/o 70 O.B.A.L. 
Section, Benstridge, Somerset, and with a permanent address at 
4, Northampton Road, Croydon, surrey, make Oath and say as 
follows :- 

1. I was taken prisoner at Sidi Azizea, Libya, on November 
27th 1941. I was taken to Hardie, thence to Benghazi, and on 
13th December 1941 reached Camp No.75 at Bari, Italy. 

2. I was at Camp No. 75 at Bari from December 13th 1941 to 
about 25th March 1942. The camp Commandant during that time 
was Captain Sommavilla, a very bad and cruel man and violently 
anti-British. 

The accommodation was very overcrowded: there were two 
huts for about 180 officers. The conditions for the other 
ranks were appalling: the men were herded like cattle. 

As to food, the officers received 150 grammes of bread 
and a pint of thin macaroni skilly per day. Sometimes half 
an ounce of bony fish. Occasionally an orange or glass of wine. 
I was informed by our medical officers that the ration amounted 
to about half the calories required for normal subsistence. 

Red cross parcels were only issued on rare occasions. The 
said Captain Sommavilla himself controlled the issue and 
oonstantly held it up. There was wholesale pilfering from the 
same. Frequent applications were made to him to allow an 
inspection of the said Camp by either the Red Cross authorities 
or the Protecting Power but he always refused. 

In consequence of the bad conditions dysentery, skin 
diseases and malnutrition were very prevalent. 

The medioal arrangements were utterly inadequate. The 
Italian medical officers made no attempt to deal with the 
situation: there was no proper hospital tent, equipment or 
supplies. After six weeks they allowed our medical officers 
to start a medical parade but even then the head Italian 
medical officer showed no sympathy and our medical officers 
were left to do what they could with the medical supplies they 
themselves had when captured. only desperate cases were 
allowed to go to the local hospital. 



1908 

3. I remember the case of the wounding at Cam No.75 
at Bari in January 1942 of major Reeves. (I believe his 
unit was 1st Buffs.) I lived in one but and he in the 
other in the same compound. On the occasion in question 
he had been playing cards in our but and just after dunk 
returned with another major tr his own hut: a ml.tter of 
BONO 30 yards, and by a route which he was entitled to 
use. I heard a sentry shout "Halt". The Major walking 
with Major Reeves told me afterwards, that they halted. 
I heard a shot but could not Bee what happened. 	Tho 
general talk the next day was that Major Reeves had been 
shot in the shoulder by a bullet. He was taken to the 
local hospital. Protests wore made to the said Captain 
Sommavilla by our senior British officers but he gave no 
satisfaction and retuned to discuss the matter, and I 
believe no enquiry was held or any reprimand given. 

This was not an isolated case of shooting. 	The 
sentries did no on the slightest or even no pretexts 
at all: frequently firing through the huts presumably to 
intimidate. 

4. I remember also the case of the wounding and assault 
on Major McDowall at the said Camp No. 75 at Bari in or 
about January 1942. I lived in the but next door to that 
in which MajormcDowall lived. About 9.30 p.m. on the 
night in question Major Mcrowall (who had dysentery) ran 
out to a latrine mound the back of his hut, He was acting 
against orders in going that way. 	A sentry fired 
without challenging but missed Major McDowall. The guard 
turned out and the said Captain Sornmavilla came on the 
scone in a furious rage and finding Major MoDowall back 
in his but then hit Major McDowall on the head with his 
revolver. The guard hauled major moDowall off to 
Sommavilla's office. 

5. After leaving Bari I went to camps at Padula and Bologna 
whence I escaped at the Armistice on or about 12th 
September 1943. 

SWJRN by the said JOHN HAROL9 MAIr)70 ) 
at Greenhill Sherborne in the 
County of Dorset this 21st day of 
June 194 5 

Before me, 
T.S. BARTLETT. 

A Commissioner for Oathu. 

J. MAIDES. 
Capt. 
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IN THE MATTER; OF :. 

(a) The 111-treatment of British 
prisoners of war and breaches 
of the Geneva Conventions, 
1929 at Camp No. 75 at Bari 
from about 13th December 1941 
to 25th March 1942 

(b) The wounding of Major Reeves 
at Camp No. 75 at Bari in 
January 1942. 

(c) The wounding of and assault 
on Major MoDowall at Camp 
No. 75 at Bari in January 1942 

AFFIDAVIT 

Of 

Captain J.H. MAIDES 

THE TREASURY SOLICITOR. 
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IN THE M4TTTIIIS OF : 
	

1910 
) The ill-treatment of British prisoners 

breaches of the Geneva Convention 1929 
at Bari in 1942; 

(b) The ill-treat-lent of British prisoners of war and 
breaches of the Geneva Convention 1929 at Camp No.21 
at Chieti during the period July 1042 to September 1943  

British National Office Charge: UK - I/B 42 
UK - I/B A/12. 

AFF/DAVIT 

I, Lieutenant WILLIAM MAGS0 (74402) of 6 T.B.R.P., Preston, 
with permanent home address at 3 Medhurst Road, Benton, 
Northumberland, make Oath and say as follows :- 

On June 30th 1942 I was captured between Mersa Matruh and 
Fuka whilst serving with 233 Field Company, 50 Division. The 
first night I was taken to Mersa Matruh P.O.W. Cage which was 
run by Germans. There was sufficient room in the compound but no 
water. The next day we were taken to Tobruk aerodrome where we 
stayed another day. Whilst here we weFITEgEded over to the 
Italians and guarded by Italian native troops. 

2. The next day we moved to Derna and stayed one more night and 
then moved to Barce. I stayed at this P.O.W. Cage for three 
weeks. The accommodation at the camp was sufficient but it was 
infested with lice, water supply was short, the rations were 
inadequate and the latrines merely conaisted of holes in the 
ground. They were infested by flies. 

3. From Barce I was taken to Benghazi aerodrome and flown to 
Italy landing at Lecce 	I stayed the night here and the following 
day I was sent to Bari by train. 

4. I was at Bari P.O.W. Camp from June 1942 to approximately 
20 July 1942. The accommodation at this Camp was hopeleasely 
overcrowded and the rations were very poor. It was at this Camp 
that we began to f,iel the pinch. During the three weeks I was 
there we had three issues of Red Cross parcels each time to be 
divided amongst ton of us. The medical services were very bad 
due to our medical officers having no supplies. There were 
numerous cases of desert sores and dysentery. During my stay 
at this Camp I did not see or hear of any oases of ill-treatment 
of pe.O.W. in so far as officers were concerned and I know of 
no oases in respect of O.Rls because we wore in a separate 
compound. The only Italian officer at the Camp I came in contact 
with was an Alpine Major who appeared to try deliberately to 
make the lives of prisoners unhappy. As an example he would 
purposely keep those on parade standing much longer than was 
necessary. 

5. On leaving Bari I was sent to Chieti wherel stayed until 
23rd September 1943. One Italian officer who stands out in my 
mind at this Camp is an officer who was Adjutant and Interpreter 
named Orose. 	This officer appeared to be the power behind the 
Commandant Colonelo Massey. Crone was particularly nasty to 
Ps.O.W. He would order parades five or six times a day for no 

(a of war and 
at Camp No.75 

1. 
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reason at all and conduct extensive searches leaving the rooms in 
complete disorder and in many case cutting open mattresses, 
haversacks and other private possessions. On his instructions all 
tins sent in Red Cross parcels were opened before issue. He wan 
a keen Fascist and violently anti-British. At this camp also 
there was hopeless overcrowding and Et, one time there were 
1,200 officers in a square of 300 metres. The water supply was 
inadequate and was less than three pints per day for all purposes. 
Until Red arose clothing arrived in January 1943 no clothing was 
issued to us and during the winter we were clad in khaki drill. 
The rations were inadequate and had it not been for Red Cross 
parcels we should have starved. One day we were locked up in the 
bungalows all day and were not given any food at all because they 
alleged someone had stolen a hammer. 

A. 	This camp was taken over by the Germans in September 1943 
and I was then moved to Sulmona by lorry. I stayed at Sulmona 
about a week and was then entrained for Germany. I escaped from 
the train and ultimately joined the Allied Forces in June 1944 
north of Sora. 

SWORN at 6 Spring Gardens, in the) 
City of Westminster this 11th day) W. MAGSON. Lieut. R.F. 
of May 1945 

Before me, 
F.J. JONES. 
Major Legal Staff 

Military Department, Judge Advocate 
General's Office, London. 
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IN 111. MATT7R OF :- 

The murder of a British prisoner of rar, name rank 
and unit at present unknown, at Camp No.75 at Bari 
on E Sato prior to the 5th August 1942 

..m.•■••••■•••,••■••• 

AFFIDAVIT 

I, THOMAS JOSEPH O'BRIEN, Lieutenant, R.E. No. R/168958, 
now at C.R.E. Flagstaff Road, Colchester, 'i]:Isex and with a 
permanent address at Kincora House, Galley Wood, near 
Chelmsford, Essex, make Oath and say as follows ;. 

1. On 20th June 1942 I was taken prisoner south of Daba, North 
Africa, and taken to Camps at :ersa Matruh, Tobruk, Derna and 
Benghazi and thence flown to Italy, reaching Bari about 10th 
July 1942. 

2. I was at Camp No. 75 at Bari for about a month from 
10th July until about the 5th August 1942. This Camp was 
extremely orOwded. As regards food, the ration during this 
period was so low that any exercise or work was impossible; 
only with the help of the Rod Cross parcels could we maintain 
comparative health. 

3. During the period 10th July to 5th August 1942 (I cannot 
give the date more preoieely) there occurred a case of the 
murder of a British other rank prisoner of war. I did not 
Witness the incident myself but I heard (I oannot now give 
the name, rank or unit of my informant) that the said other 
rank went to a urinal during the hours of darkness. I am not 
sure whether the sentry challenged or not,but I was told that 
he fired and shot him dead. I cannot now give the name, rank 
or unit of the said victim. 

SWORN at Oolohester in the ) 
County of Essex this 28th ) 
day of April 1945 

T.J. OtBRIEN. Capt. B.F. 

Before me, 
J.N.A. MORTON. 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 
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IN T' T;', MATT7R OP 

The ill-treatment at' Prisoners of War and breaches of 
the Geneva Conventjon 1929 at  Camp ro. 75, Bari, 
during the period from June to August 1942. 

1914 
AFFIDA7IT 

I, q. o.67130, Yajor MILLI) ''')WARD CRUWYS FRIC%, South :Vales 
Borderers, attached 181 Inf. P.".C. 0.C.T.U., of Mons Barracke, 
Aldershot, with permanent addresn C/o {saws. Ilynn Mille Fc Co. 
(Holt& Branch), 50 Charing Croce, London, MR1:0 Bath and say as 
follows: 

waa taken prisoner of war by the Ger,:an 90th Light Division 
on intb June 1942 between Tobruk and Gambut Aerodrome. I was 
evacuated to Benghazi via 	Adorn and Derna, and was thence flown 
to Lecce wl- ipee I remained overnight. The next day I was entrained 
for Camp ro.75, Bari, where I arrived on 24th or 25th June, 1942. 

2. Whilst at Bari I was accompanied in a, wire enclosed compound 
which included six to eiq- ht bungalows. Ly bungalow had six or 
seven bays giving on to a central corridor. The hay I wac in was 
some 57 feet long and 14 feet wide, and accommodated about 48 
prisonere of war. We slept on two-tier double bunks which were so 
close to each other than there was only just room to pass between 
them, except for the "gangway" dividing the beds which backed out 
each aide of the bays. The bedding consisted of straw palliasses, 
and blankets were not in general issue although some of us had been 
lucky enough to procure them. The bay I wae in was free from vermin 
but there were pests of flies. 

3. Apart from walking round the compound, there were no facilities 
for exercise; nor were there any facilities for intellectual or 
sporting pursuits beyond what we were able to supply ourselves. 

4. Our daily ration was 200 grammes of broad, a small quantity of 
rice or macaroni (uoually served in soup), a snail portion of cheese, 
and ersatz coffee. We also had tomatoes almost every day and a 
minute ration of meat twice a week (perhaps a portion 3" x 2" x 1/e) 
Towards the latter part of the time I was at Bari, we got a certain 
amount of fruit or nuts daily: perhaps a peach or a few almonds. At 
the canteen we could buy approximately 50 Italian cigarettes a week 
and a limited number of dubious cakes. 

5. Malnutrition was rife. Most of us were too lethargic to move 
from our bunks and it was by no means unusual for officers to faint 
during the daily counting parades. There were some cases of dysen-
tery and a large number of cases of desert sores. Cares of sickness 
were reported to the South African Medical Officers, Major 7agle, and 
Captain Alexander. I cannot speak further ao to medical facilities 
as I never used them myself. 

A. 	Sanitary arrangements were reasonably good according to Italian 
standards and the facilities for washing were adequate. Food uten-
sils were washed in a trough in the compound and the food refuse 
bea'...de the trough was never moved and in consequence attracted the 
flies referred to in paragraph 2 hereof. 

7. 	For the first three weeks or no I was at Bari we received no 
'Zed cross parcels. There were three subsequent issues while I was at 
this camp, and I received approximately a quarter of one of the first 
of these issues: a third of one of the second, and a quarter of one 
of the third. 

A. 	I received no mail till late in September 1942, after which mail 
arrived fairly regularly. I believe only a small part of my out. 
going correspondence reached its destination. 

g. 	On or about 3rd August 1942, I was transferred to Camp No.21, 
Chieti, where I arrived the following day. 

SWOFN at Aldershot in the County of ) 
plants this 2nth day of September 1945) 	

R.7.C. 

Before mo, 
c.p. WHITEHEAD, 

A commissioner for oaths. 

1. 
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IN THE MATTER OF ;. 
	 1915 

The ill.treatment of British prisoners 
and breaches of the Geneva Conventions 
Camp No.75 at sari during the period 3 
from the 8th August to the 31st August 

of war 
1929 at 
weeks 
1942. 

    

AFFIDAVIT. 

I, JOHN WHEELDON REDGATE No. 136640, Major, R.A.M.C., 
present address Military Hospital, Shaftesbury, Dorsetshire 
and with a permanent address C/o H.A. Chapman Esq. 45, Newlands 
Avenue, Radlett, Hertfordshire, make oath and say as follows:. 

1. 	On the 20th June 1942, I was taken prisoner of war at 
Tobruk. Thereafter I stayed at Tobruk for some 8 weeks and 
2 days: then sent to Derna where I stayed one night: then to 
Benghazi where I stayed some 4 days: was then flown to Camp 
No.75 at Bari where I stayed three weeks: then to Bergamo 
Military Hospital for prisoners of war near Camp No.62 at 
Bergamo where I stayed from August 31st 1942, to May 9th 1943: 
then to Altamura Hospital where I stayed from May 9th to 
August 10th, 1943: then to the Hospital at Treviglio where 
I stayed from August 10th to about the 1st November 1943 when 
I was taken by the Germans to Germany. 

2. 	During the time that I was at the said Camp No.76 at 
Bari, namely 3 weeks from about August 8th to the 31st 1942, 
the conditions were as follows 

As regards the officers :- 

We were housed in buildings with two.tier wooden bunks. 

As regards the sanitary arrangements, there was a great 
lack of water in the isolation pen, where I spent 14 days of 
the 21 I was there. There were some taps L  but they only ran 
during a very small portion of the day. There was some 
flushing done of the lavatories with a hose. 

The water supply in the main part of the officers camp 
was adequate. 

As regards food, the daily ration was one roll of bread 
of 150 to 200 grammes with a pint to a pint and a half of a 
thin vegetable skilly with a very little rice in it and twice 
during the time that I was at the said Camp there was an 
issue of some very bitter wine. As regards meat, we had 
two issues while I was there which was very bad and dirty. 
My portion was so filthy that I could not eat it. Fruit was 
sometimes procurable, if we paid for it. This was a starva. 
tion diet with a gross lack of calories; consequently the 
resistance of everybody was lowered and diseases were prevalent. 

As regards clothing, none was issued while I was there. 
It is true that none was needed at the time that I was there, 
because it was August, but it would not have been forthcoming 
in my opinion if we had needed it. I say this because during 
all my experience in Italian Camps I have never known any 
issue of clothing by the Italians. Our prisoners of war had 
to rely entirely on Red Cross supplies so far as my experience 
goes. 

1. 
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As regards diseases, they were chiefly dysentery 
and desert Bores picked up partly from North African Camps, 
but chiefly from the flies in sari which were worse even 
than in Africa. 

As regards medical arrangements, I never went sick 
myself and I was not in charge medically, but from my own 
personal observation and from what I was told by our prisoners 
of war who had personal experience, I say that as to the 
medical arrangements, they were practically non-existent. 
There was a small medical inspection room but no equipment or 
supplies . the Italians could not really undertake any medical 
treatment in the proper sense of the term. I do not think there 
was an Italian medical officer there at all - but as to this I 
am not sure . the medical arrangements, such as they were, 
were handed over, so far as 1 know, to Captain Alexander, South 
African t►edical Corps. He was taken to Germany and has 
presumably been released. 

As regards the treatment of the other ranks, I was 
never in their Camp. I could see part of it and we heard 
from people who had been across. We had batmen from the 
other ranks. The information I obtained was as follows :. 

As regards accommodation, they were in small tents 
made from Italian groundsheets buttoned together. These 
were quite useless in bad weather. 

As regards sanitary arrangements, I am unable to say 
what they were. 

As regards food, they were treated presumably the same 
as we were, but I cannot say for certain. 

As regards clothing, I believe they were treated in the 
same way as we were. 

As regards diseases, the information I got was that the 
condition was the same as in the officer's quarters. 

As regards medical attention, I believe that any of the 
other ranks who went sick came into the little medical 
inspection room before referred to and Captain Alexander 
had to do what he could for them with such Red Cross supplies 
as he was able to obtain. 

SWORN at 23 dell Street, Shaftesbury) 
in the County of Dorset the Eighth 	J.W. REDGATE 
day of August 1946 

.def ore me, 
EDWARD N.G. AhKELL 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 

2. 
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IN THE MATTER of THE ILL-TREATMENT OF BRITISH 
PRISONERS OF WAR AND BREACHES Ole THE GENEVA CONVENTIONS 
1929 at Camp No. 75 at BARI during the period June to 
August 1942. 

A F F I D A V I T. 

I, No. 151377 Captain HUGH HALDANE THOMSON, of 53rd Air 
Landing Light Regiment,R.A. with private address at 24 Somer's 
Road, Reigate, make oath and say as follows :- 

1. My Unit is at present in Germany and I am at my homeL  
having been shot down and wounded, and am attending the Horton 
Emergency Hospital, Epsom, as an out.patient. 

2. I was captured at Sidi Rezegh on the 15th Jure 1942 and 
was flown to Italy about the 26th June 1942, arriving at 
Lecci. From there I was taken to Camp No. 75 at sari, where I 
remained until the beginning of August. 

3. At this Camp the conditions were very bad. We were very 
overcrowded and uncomfortable. The food was inadequate. We got 
in the morning a cup of ersatz coffee; for midday meal, which 
was any time from 1 to 3 p.m. we each had 150 grammes of bread, 
half a mess tin of soup and about an ounce of cheese, and 
occasionally some fruit; sometimes twice a week we had meat 
instead of cheese, and if so the meat was put in soup; for 
evening meal, any time being 6 and 9 p.m. we had another half 
mess tin of soup. I lost two stone in weight during the first 
fortnight. We had no Red Cross parcels for the first month 
I was there. They did not arrive at the Camp. 

4. As regards clothing, none was issued at Bari. 

5. The sanitation was good by Italian standards. About 
twice a week the drains would be blocked, but there was running 
water and it worked pretty well. 

8. 	The Italians were pretty reasonable except for an Inter- 
preter Sergeant, whose name I do not know, who was very hostile. 

7. Owing to the lack of food we spent most of our time lying 
on our beds and we were unable to do anything else. Many of us 
suffered from "b]ack-outs" due to our weakness. 

8. Between 25th July and 4th August something like 1,000 
officers left the Camp and these formed a new Camp at Chieti. 
I arrived there on 4th or 5th August 1942. 

SWORN by the said Captain Hugh ) 
Haldane Thomson at 21 Old Queen) 
Street ih the City of Westmin- ) 
star this 18th day of May 1945 ) 

Before me, 
Herbert Davies, 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 

HUGH THOMSON, 
Capt. R.A. 

1917 



1 

S 

vo. 

1918 	
42. 

IN THE MATTER OF THE ILL.TREATEENT OF BRITISH PRISONERS 
OF WAR AND BREACHES OF THE GENEVA CONVENTIONS 1929 
in CALI) NO. 75 at BARI during the period July and August 
1942. 

AFFIDAVIT 

I, No. 140978, Lieutenant JOHN OHRI3TOPHER TREVOR, Royal 

Engineers, D.C.R.E. Colchester Out.station at Hitherstocks, 

North Road, Olacton,Essex, with private address at 340 Acklam 

Road South, Middlesbrough, Yorkshire make oath and say as 

follows :. 

1. 1 was captured at Tobruk on 20th June 1942 and after about 

a fortnight in North Africa I was flown to Italy arriving at 

Lecce and was taken to Camp No. 75 at Bari where I remained 

until transferred to Camp No. 21 at Chieti about 5th August 

1942. 

2. I have seen the Affidavit of Captain Hugh Haldane Thomson 

sworn the 18th Lay 1945 and I confirm what he says about 

conditions at Bari. I arrived about a fortnight after Captain 

Thomson, but left at the same time. 

SWORN at Olaoton..on..Sea in ) 
the County of EBBE:QC this 	) 	 J.O. TREVOR, 
23rd day of May 1945 	 Lt. R.E. 

Before me, 
Ralph S. Carr, 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 

• 



IN TH7 MAT ER OF : 
	

1919 
(a) The ill-treatment of British prisoners of war 

and breaches of the Geneva Conventions 1929 
at Camp No.75 at Bari in September 1942. 

(b) The assault upon an unnamed British Prisoner 
of war at Camp No.75 at Bari in September 1942 

AFFIDAVIT 

I, HERY CHARLES WOOLLEY, Leading Telegraphist, 0.L.H. 
Mobile Unit No.1, now at Room 4 XD.S.D.101  Archway Block North, 
Admiralty, Whitehall, and with a permanent address at P Island 
View Terrace, Stamshaw, Portsmouth, Hants, make Oath and say 
as follows :- 

1. I was taker prisoner at Tobruk off H.M.S. "Sikh" on the 
14th September 1942, and was thence taken to camps at Tobruk 
and Derna in Libya and finally shipped to Italy, reaching Camp 
No.75 at Bari on the 2F3th or 29th September 1942. I remained 
there until the third week in November 1942. 

The accommodation at this Camp was very bad. We were lodged 
in tents on the side of a hill, which in wet weather was running 
with water. Nothing was done until an envoy of the Pope came, 
and on his representations we were moved. 

As regards food, the quality and quantity was very poor. 
The daily ration was half a pint of ersatz coffee at 7.30 a.m. 
one pint thin vegetable akilly with a little rice, or maoaroni, 
or spaghetti, at 12.0 a.m. one roll of bread (approximately 150 
to 200 grammes) and a piece of cheese weighing approximately-
loz. at 5.0 p.m. The cheese was sometimes exchanged for a 
piece of meat in the skilly. It was impossible to live on this 
diet, and it was a case of slow starvation. The Red Cross 
parcels were very irregular. Prisoners of war were in a very 
weak state when wo were transferred to Camp No.70 at Fermo. 

There was a lot of disease in the camp at this time, mainly 
dysentery. The doctor came only twice a week, when a tent was 
put up. The Italian madioal orderly had to do what he could 
while the said medical officer was away. 

2. During the time that I was at the said Camp at Bari a 
prisoner of war whose name, rank and unit I cannot now give, 
beyond the fact that I believe he was in the Green Howards, was 
one of a working party. The Italian officer in charge, thinking 
that the said prisoner was not working hard enough, struck him 
in the face with a whip. I cannot at present give the name, 
rank or unit of the said Italian Officer. 

On the 14th March 1%43 I was one of the first of the 
British prisoners of war to be repatriated. 

SWORN at Portsmouth in the ) 
County of Hants this 30th ) 
day of July 1945 	 H. a. WOOLLEY. 

Before me, 
E.E.B. WAY. 

A Commissioner for Oa+.11 
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IN THE MATTER OF s 

(a) The ill-treatment of British 
prisoners of war and breaches 
of the Geneva Conventions 1929 
at Camp 140.75 at Bari in 
September 1942. 

(b) The assault upon an unnamed 
British prisoner of war at 
Camp No.75 at Bari in 
September 1942 

AFFIDAVIT 

of - 

Leading Telegraphist H.C. WOOLLEY 

THE TREASURY SOLICITOR. 
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No.3 	May be the same as Ca./) tain S:.;1] VILIA 
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1.  Major Armellini, sometime Commandant  
.2., 	Colonel 	Crotblo, 	sometime 	Commandant 	 
3. Captain Somervilla, sometime Commandant 	  
4. Tenento-Colonello Latanzia of Padua Commandant of  

officers camp at Bari  	 
Colonello Crofollo of Trento Commandant 	 

II. 	Two unidentified sentries  

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

An indefinite  period:  probably the whole time that 
Camp No. 75 at Bari was in Use as a transition camp  . 
Plaoe: Camp No. 75 at Bari, Italy. 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

No. xxix 

Geneva Convention 1929, Articles  2,10,11,13  and  4 
Reference to relevant provisions of National Law under 
714glish Law: 

__Murder 	  
,b Manslaughter 
	 WOUnding 	with.. 	*1) do grievous bodily harm 
ork  Unlawful 	wounding 	  
or(e) Assault  	 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

192' 
Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

I -7,  SEF 1944 

(For the Use of the Secretariat) 

Registered Number. 

3 he Neptp,f4 

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 
UNITED KINGDOM 	CHARGES AGAINST 	ITALIAN 

	
WAR CRIMINALS 

CHARGE No.  UK — 	 I/B 42 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

Over a very considerable period, the limits of which are indefinite 
at the momentOamp No.75 at Bari, Italy, was conducted with methods of 
great hardship and cruelty. It became notorious as the worst of the 
prisoner of war camps in Italy. Many incidents of ill-treatment of and 
cruelty towards Prisoners of War can be proved, which point to either 
deliberate cruelty on the part of those in command of the Camp or gross 
dereliction of duty and failure to deal with the notorious conditions. 
(Probably the worst incident was the shooting of Lt.,7oOk & aCapt.Playneviho 
was killed. This forms the subject of a separate charge UK - I/B 12 

The accommodation was inadequate, there was great oVercrowding,the 

Wfing 
conditions were 

	was releetillsNiergSgrglaii  giod 
ra on was very na e4ua et the e cross parce s tun on wa.,  b ; 

TRANS' 	
supplies were inadequate. 

IRANSM MED BI 	  

• Ins?rt serial number under which the case is registered in the files of the National Office of the accusing Slate. 

'AI %%I 1595;1120 	WSJ 1'44 A..1..4.W.1.1.1. cp.685 
(NS,— 	• 	1-  1,  1139 :IMO 3 44 (..6924) 	 • 
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PANTICULANS OF :ALLEGi1•1I) cNEmi.-, 

1923,   
(A) War Crimes List 

Breach of Article xxix, with reFard to Treatment of prisoners. 

(B) Geneva Convention, 1929 

Breach of Articles :- 

(2) Requiring humane treatment and protection: 
and forbidding reprisal. 

(9) Forbidding confinement or imprisonment except under 
special circumstances and within special limits 

(10) Requiring hygienic and salubrious conditions in buildings 

(11) Requiring adequate food and water 

(12) Requirinv adequate clothing and canteens 

(13) Requiring hygienic, clean and salubrious conditions in 
camps 

(46) In the case of disciplinary punishment forbidding cor- 
poral punishment and confinement without daylight and all 
forms of cruelty. 

(61) Requiring trial and opportunity to defend 

(0) Under English Law: 

(1) Murder - or 

(2) Manslaughter 
(3) wounding with intent to do grievous bodily harm, or 
(4) Unlawful wounding or 
(5) As 

(See the Evidence of Lieutenants Newton, Chesney and Baker 
attached hereto) 
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' To be attached  to It  lA 

E/MACP PROs...:. INTERROGATION TRY 1.3DDILE EAST 
OF EXCHANCZD BRITISH. NAVAT, PRISONERS OF WAR 

h 191.3) 

no. 0103/5023/P. W. 2( a) 

Interroc,ation of Lieutenant P.G. SHARP 

Oamp  BARI  

Tenente-Colonello LATANZIA of ?AMA we 9 in ^har  hare of the 
officers' camp at 114.RI . lie was incompetent, obstructionist, 
and a sadist. The Commantant of the whole camp, Golonello 
CROPOLLO of TAPANTO is a weak charactered man, and is 
influenced by LATAITZIA. 
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To be attached to I 
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FJC.RACT Par:. INTERTIO(IATIOIT !',".7 MIDDLE FAST 
OF EXCHAYIGED )3 ITISH NAVAL PRISONERS OP Vt. 

(1 :arc ;I, 1 9)..3) 

'To. 01 03/5023/P . W. 2( a) 
■••■•■■■•■•• ••••••■•••-■11.-.111 ■•■■•■■••-.1. 

I nterro ati.on of Lieutenant 2 V.1 I. CAPTIA.T 
R 17711 R and Comm. Env. 	BLATCHFORD, 

R.1r.V.R. 

110.212tr)- BARI 

Treatment VERY PAD. C.C. called S01.2,IERVELLA (?) , then a 
Captain in the Amy, now a T.iar■7iore; collar patches green; 
face like a bloated frog; lar:e mouth; spindly legs; very tall; 
stooped.; clean-shaven; dard; 2 wound stripes for Spain and 
Albania. He was 0.0. for a while and was then relieved. by an 
Alpini Valor who wasn't too had but was fri7htened of 
soi.a..EIZVELLA. 
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To he attached. to 

EXTRACT 	IrTERROclitTI01; :St 1:IDDIE EAST OF 
EXCHA17--721) RIITISH 	T-T.160,  IS OF ../ATZ (:::arch , 1 94.31 

Ito. 0103/5023A). ;1". 2( a) 
....R. •IM■II• 	.1•1111. 

Interro-ation of' Lieutenant R.J. CI-T2S'TEX 

Stayed at PAPI (75 Camp) fcr (V7 weeks to beinning of Au:13st. At 
be::inning of 4.7t gust C1iiSITEY got out for about () hours and was nicked up by 
Carabinieri on railway-  line; sent back by lorry with SPI707.A (local 
interpreter) who handcuffed him and searched him thoroughly: all his gear 
was renoved and he was again handcuffed extremely ti,Thtlt,  1‘7 winding dog-chain 
round his wrists, puttirr' on lock anf3 twistinn-  nut .1 it was more than skin-
tioht; this was about a.m. he was left until 10.00 a.m. when C.C. arrived; 
he ordered the handcuffs to be removed - this was a somewh=at 	 prrcess 
as his wrists and hands had swoller. u2 owing to the ti[:;htness of the dog-chain. 
He was sentenced to 10 days close-arrest and. 17 da-rs ol,en-arrest. During the 
afternoon another officer was 1) unwed into the cel5_ for laughin:-: at the guard 
during roll-call; later on 3 others were put in so that there were 5 men in a 
cell with stretcher beds, and about 12' square. After 5 clays close-arrest 
they were sent to SITILDIfit (78 Carm) where there were same South Africans whose 
attitude was that the war was over for them, were suite content and had not the 
slightest intention of escalAng. Apart from the Cook incident there were two 
others; one of then was when one officer got up about 21.00 hours, was halted 
by a sentry, with his hands up he asked for the "latrine" was shot through the 
stomach and died almost nt once. Another was when a Major was talking to some 
friends and a nervous sentry shot him throu'h the shoulder. 
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F.,XPIZACT FROIT. IrTERROC....ATION 11.1 PIDDLE EAST 
OF FLCCH/OICED BRITISH 11.i..VAT., 7-'10SONERS 	t'/AR 

(!'arch 1 943) 

010V5023A.W. 2( a) 

Interroattion of Lieut. P. Baker, 

14:). 75  Cam,,  - BARI 

Last day before they went the troops were taken to a 
lower compound to make room for June captives; iron beds put 
in and the wooden ones piled up outside; an old emaciated 
Cypriot was told to carry them; as they would have been far 
for him he objected; the Sergeant-Ea:lor whipped out his 
bayonet and set about him giving him about 20 blows on the 
head; all the officers in sight amlled their guns on him anal 
the Italian ;1.0. who came in that moment said "shoot 114.m". 
He was put in jail without any trial for about 20 days. Two 
Australians had also been beaten Ito the MAO afternoon on 
their backs with sticks by the same Sergeant--  $1jor. Officers 
protested violently but the only answer they got from 
S01.1:AVEIA was "It is a hot day and it makes them hasty-
tempered". 



1928 
oo be attache(' to I ' 1). 

Extract from Interro7,ation of Captain hector TRE:EdA::, 
:ro. 7018, 

Fiddle East loorces, dated 16th 3:ay., 19113 

D.C.(I1) 113/40/43. 

Captain SO' 	ILIA ex Cal._ 75. 	This mantr; treatment 

of prismers of war was very 'had. 
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To be attached 
•• 	

121 

EXTRACT FRU,: INTERROGATION Tit 1,a1COLE EAST 
OF EXCILUTGE3 BRITISH 	PRISOIERS O tikR 

(Farah, 1943) 

If°. 0103/5023/13.4. 2(a) 

Interro-ration of Lieutenant Cc ender FERRA13'/ - 
??.ij. 

 

CAMS IN ITALY.  

I practically witnessed an Other Rank 1..rirg shot at 
BARI (75 Camp) , for I heard the first few moments and saw 
the remainder. This was in July, 
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1930 
To be attached to T.A. 13. 

772:!ArIT FRO:: "A R1 -)01C r aamir Tel IS r7 P.O. \i. CA: a-53 r 
1173.Ef A.70...1CA D 7?.770DE3 FRO-.7 INFOR.:[.A7'10;7 OTIPAI:M 

REPArdATED 13RITIS1T., I: PERIAL 
AID ALLIED PERS017..TEL" 

Ho. 0103/5023/P.1.2(a) 
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Accommodation at this camp was in stone buniralows about 170 ft. long and 

2j_0 ft. wide, each held. nearly 1,.50 men. This camp was regarded by the Italians 

as a 
transit camp, which was their excuse for the 

overcrowding and other faults, 
but some 1e.0.4. had been there fe:-  wen months. The whole camp was infested 

with lice -;13.d other vermin, and no attempt 
was made to destroy them. 

The rations per man per day were as follows:- 

200 

UJ 

20 

20 

:reranes of 
ft 

11 	ft 

ft 	ft 

bread 

rice or filaCar011i 
suaar 

cheese 

In addition, there was a weekly ration of 120 7rammes 
of meat, and 

"cof-Pee"  ma(le fro:. ehestnuts wes prcerified eon}, -sorning. This had a little 

sugar in it. 

Cfficers hae,  to pay three lire a aay 
for thin food; they also paid 10 lire 

a day extra to buy fruit and vegetables to supplement their rations. 

kt this camp the Red Cross parcel situation was very bad. For three 

months no parcels ware received at all. All new arrivals from Aran : were kept 
under ;card in the open in the Led of a dry canal outside the camp. These men 

were receiving; :led Cross parcels instead of ratlone, which was the reason why 

there were no parcels for those in the carp. 

Up to I:ovember 19%2, Captain DI COMA, ex-barrister of BARI, was made C.C. 

and he did all he could to it prove conditions for P.O.q. He ii pr 	the food 

situation and arranLed for issue of clothing. This officer was responsible 

for 0.Rs. 

Tenente-Colonollo La.T.A17ZIA of PADUA was in charr_e of the . officers section. 

Fe was incompetent, an obstrneti onist and a sadist. The Commandant of the whole 

camp was Colonello CROFOLIZ of TARAITI'0, a weak men  under the influence. of 

LATAMT.A. 

About 3,000 IndianP.O.W. were brought into this costa in hatches. They 
were 1- ut on short rations and attempts wore made to starve them into joinina, the 

"IRF7 Tiln 	 movement, etc., but these attempts seemed to meet with little 

success. 

At the beeinnin of Aur:ust, Lieut. Cl'  SIT';_'  escaped from the car:: and was 

away for about 6 hours. He was pioke'l u: by the Cerabinieri and sent back to the 

camp by lorry warded by the interpreter, 311710ZA, who handcuffed him by winding 

a doe  chain around hi; wrists which was twisted ti-ht by means :•)' the padlock 

security,  it. This was at 04.0
0 hrs. At 10.00 hrs. when the 1.C. rrrived, the 

removal of this chain was difficult vrocees min.; to the wrists having 

swollen considerably. OlUZligr was sentenced to 10 
 days close arrest and 17 days 

open arrest. During the afternoon, another offic
er was put into the same cell 

for laughing during roll call, 	 liter on 3 more put in the cell, so tht,t 

there were 5 of theel in a cell 12 ft euare centainine, four beds. 

On another occasion, an officer left a hut at 21.00 hes., he emer -Pil  With 

his hands up, when halted by a sentry he asked for the "latrine"
, he was shot 

through the stomach and died almost ia
rediately. .t 7:ajor was shot by a nervous 

sentry when tall:inr; to some friends. 
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PARTICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT 
	1931 

The evidence consists of written renorts of' the interrogation 
of certain officers and certain reports of general Camp conditions in Italy amoOg which camps the said Camp at Bari is included. 
Such reports are unsigned, consist in the main of summaries of 
the long reports of the officers above referred to. the evidrmcs 
of the officers is contained in :- 

(a) Report of Interrogation of Lt. P.G. Sharp (R.N.V..) contatrpfl 
in "Interrogation by Middle Fast of Exchange British Naval 
Prisoners of War (March 1947) No.0107/027 (P.T.2A)". Copy of 
the said report is attached hereto. 

(b) Report of Interrogation of Lt. N.V.H. caplat (P.N.V.R.) and 
Commander Engineer R.T.B. Blatchford (R.N.) contained in 
"Interrogation by Middle Fast of Exchange British Naval 
Prisoners of Tar (March 1947) No. ol0'V702 (P.T.2A). Copies 
of the said reports are attached hereto. 

(c) Report of Interrogation of Lt. R.J. Chesney (p.N.V.R.) 
contained in "Interrogation by Middle Fast of px,hange 
British Naval Prisoners of Tar (March 1947) No. 0107/F027 
(P.W.2A). Copy of the said report is attached hereto. 

(d) Report of Interrogation of Lt. P. Baker (R.N.V.R.) contained 
in "Interrogation by Middle East of Exchange British Naval 
Prisoners of Tar (March 1947) No.0107/7027 (P..2A)". dopy of 
the said Report is attached hereto. 

(e) Report of Interrogation of Cap. Hector Tremewan N.7.M.C. No. 
-7018, N.Z.7.F. Base Middle Fast Forces dated 18th May 1947, 
Report No. DC (N) 117/40/47. Copy of this report ie attached 
hereto. 

(f) Report of Interrogation of Lt. Commdr. Perraby (P.N.) 
contained in "Interrogation by Middle Fast of Exchange 
British Naval Prisoners of Tar (March 1947) No. 0103/027 
(P.W.2A)". Copy of the said report is attached hereto. 

Report on Bari Camp contained in report on "Conditions in 
Prisoner of Tar Camps in Italy" from information obtained from 
repatriated British, Imperial and Allied Personnel under Allied 
Interrogating Organisation, No. A10/11/4, and Nod. 0107/c027  
(P.W.2A) 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 1932 
(under this heading should be included the view taken as to ((F) the degree of 

responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence 
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

As to the degree of responsitlilitythere can be little 
doubt that the five officers charged must have known of the 
deplorable conditions and the state of affairs existing. There 
can be little doubt of their direct responsibility. The condi-
tions of this camp were so notorious that, if possible, the 
second in command and other superior officers should be brought 
to trial in addition to the officers already accused, In addi-
tion,to the evidence. already obtained there should be little 
difficulty getting other evidence because a very large number 
of officers and men must have gone through this transition camp 
over a long period. The defence of the accused is anticipated 
to be that the camp was only a transition camp and that large 
numbers of prisoners were drafted' through there ultimately for 
other destinations and that it could not be expected under 
these circumstances that the conditions would be as good as 
those obtaining in the ordinary camps. It is true that Bari 
was used in the main as a transition camp, but there were many 
oases where officers and men were detained there for quite a 
long period. The defence, therefo'e, that it was merely a 
transition camp is not a good one and in any case whether a 
camp be for transition purposes or otherwise, it is no excuse 
for the camp being conducted in a deplorable way as was the 
camp at Bari. 

As to whether the case is complete, the evidence at 
present obtained should raise a strong prima facie case. As to 
whether the officers who have made statements will be avail-
able as witnesses is not at present known, but if not it is 
presumed.that the Rules of evidence obtaining at the hearing 
will permit the reports of their Interrogation to be used as 
evidence. The general reports on 'the conditions of camps in 
Italy, in which the report of Bari is included, is not 
strictly speaking evidence at all, but is a summary by some 
unspecified person of the interrogations which had taken 
place and investigations which had been made. As has been 
stated above, there can be little difficulty in getting other 
evidence in regard to the state of affairs at Bari. 
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UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 

CHARGES AGAINST   WAR CRIMINALS 

CASE No. - 	* 
tssoloptsousw 

Name of accused, his  	1.. 	c. L ' LIA 

rank and unit, or 

official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

	L.:Q...i.bors of J.-".rabini.:ro. 	 

4.) - 	/ • 	 11 
	 • 	  

Date and place of 

commission of al-

leged crime. 
	Between. February .19/4,2 .and...3eptember .194.3... 	 

P. 	52,.. Chiavari,.. Italy. 	  

Number and descrip-   	Cn;ix). 	I117.t.ma.thent. .of. Dricion=3. of...war. 	  

tion of crime in war 

crimes list. 

References to rele-

vant provisions of 

national law. 

3reaches of inter-

national law. 

Assault. 	 

Hreach,es of 	the laws ami uzaci,es a war, jn particular 

.... 	 of_thc.C.I.enava_Convention-1929., 	"relative—to_ _ 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

The accused were members of the Carabiniere and ware concerned together 

in various incidents where they beat up prisoners who were under their charge, 

in particular during May 1943, Yo. 2655614 Sergeant William Hunter STRLI162", 

joldoLl':)am Clubrds, was brought back to the camp aft )r an unsuccessful e sdape 
attempt. The accused severely beat him up in a cell on more than one occasion. 

TRANSMITTED BY .  	 ' 
■ IMII.•■■■■.11111MINMOi. 	 

• Insert serial number under which the case is 

(29665) Vit.P.262,4 	6.000 6(45 A.& B. W.Ltd. Gp.685 
(30449) Wt.P I le•3 17 5,000 MI5 

registered in the files of the National Office of the accusing State. 
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M TW Aq /FS / 42 / 21,2F; 
ES 5R/eH. 

IN THS NATTER OF :- 

The illereatment el' British pell,-enere of war and 
breaehee of The Geneva C.onveneiens /929 at (Tamp 
P. h2 ai Ceiaeari during May 1943, 

AFFIDAVIT' 

I. WILLIAM HUNTER STRACHAN, No. 2C'efleiee  eergesee, 
Coldstream Guards. with a present address of Milton Hall. 
Peterboreugh, and a permanent address of 129, Waterville 'eeeee, 
Nor:h Shields, Norlhueteerland, make oath and say as folloee 

1. 	On the 2/et June 1942 I was taken prisoner at Tntrek, Libya. 
and wan from there sent to.Benghazi, -where I stayed 4 days in ae 
Offioare oamp and 11 days in an OF.: Camp. and wee then sent via 
Brindlei to Camp No. 10 at Capua, 	 On leaving Camp No .5A 
at Capes., I wan pert ei Camp No 87 at Denevento arriving ther( 
late in August 1942, 	From there I was sent to Camp too, 62 
at Chiavari- 

2, 	I was prisoner o war at Camp Nn- 	Chiavari from the 
middle of October 1941 until 9th September 1943. 	The Cemmandane 
in the said Camp durieg that period was one Colonel Taddeo 
Castelli, his adjutane was Lt. Savateri. ard one of the nenine 
officers WaS Captain Eezzo. a very ardent Fascist, 

3- 	On May 3rd 1945, I escaped from the said Camp at Chiavari 
alone during the day at about 8..50 a,713 	I got away and 
travelled as far as Alessandria, bat was there caught ty ;he 
secret police who toot: me to Turin.. 	I was interrogated and 
sent baok to Chiavari and was taken before the Commandent i  ;he 
said Colonel Castelli, who threatened to shoot me if' I did not tell 
him who had assisted me in my escape. 	I did not glee anyone 
away, 	The said Colonel then handed mu over to the caral)ieieri 
who imprisoned me in their jail outside the Camp, 	There I was 
stripped naked and handouffed, 	Then the oarabinicri oommeneed 
to beat me ap with Pieta, boots and rifle tntto. 	As r lone 
eonsoiousness the last thing I remember was lying on the floae 
with someone kicking me in the ribs, 	When I Alamo tee,  I wae 
dressed and handouffed and all buttons had beer removed from my 
olothing. 	Next day I received bread and water and iv the afiee- 
noon another session of the third degree until I again lost 
oonsciousness. 	After that I was in such a state tnat I am 'teey 
about the events of the following clays but later on I wornaa - it 
out that this treatment lasted for six days 'iuri'g which I 
received only bread ane water- 	On the seventh day I received 
a dixio of stew ie the evening and was glean my blankets: 	My 
applications to ste the Medioal °Meer nr the 'Camp Leader 
were refused and it wee not until the sixteenth day that the . 
Camp Commandant visited M6, 	When I complained of unfair treae- 
ment, he offered me my release if I would give my parole. 	This 
I refused and asked for my sentence and I was informed that I 
would have to oemplete 30 days.. 	From that time I reoeived 'eed 
Crois Parcel Food. beeks and exercise each day, 	Those reeponsible 
for the said treatment were as follows:- 

Colonel caete111. 
Captaie Bette 
Le. Savetere 
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t. 0:(4,:i/ali%ol to Br - tjsle Warran Offiaey. ) 

WA5h& Ch:riE ler. name— 	I do rot 

kliow his sl r).ait. • 

pram jr lhe said treatmert were 

.ama:,;a: 	ordi:Jary 

(.n ordinary po1i3c. 

Marini an oriir,cv 	 :I k:to' this man 

is -inse deadH 

Cn leavitg the said Cam. Ne;- .2 	Chiavari or thi: 81:h 
Septomber 194:5, I wandored 	sow: 11 months 	Italy before 

joinirg the Allied lineia or Lboat 'he card Novomber 1944 

During this period Colonel 0,4,stol1J. his son, aad Lt, Savater 

join.led the Tesais%; P.Tpublicn Arm cr, the staf of i:amp. t2 

whirl was usa for the :cnterr ment 	Pc,liical Prisoners, 	Th.se 

three were extret:ely autivu in the „1.tempt2 t, approhard British 

ea-aed Prisorer: of Iay.. 	I have 	my posasss..Lon a Fascist 

newspapr °ailed "The Republican Fem..5" dated 1.5'411 001ober 

which oarries a reproan,dtior of a%.2hotograph or myself taken 'oy 

thu uamp authorities on the r.,coasi• n pt my first esaape, and 

details of myself whiih coulc. only ha..e teen :?rovided ty ;,olonal 

Castolli • 

SWORN at 4E Pi 4 a 	Peterborou01. ) 
in the County of Nr,rLmmpton 	 ) (SIGNED; W,H, STRACHAN, Sgte 

this 22nd day of 	 .9441. 	• ) 

Before 

(SICNSJ: A.1, MELL.  NS, 

A Co.amss..orr fo.  Oaths. 
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4.D/JAG/Fs/h2/2( 2F:,  

la ThE MATT) OF TILE aafaTRaATMENT OF BRITISH PRISONERS OF WAR AND 
BREACHE3 OF TRUE GENEVA COM' NTION 1929 AT COY No. P.IT,..52 OEIAYART 
FROM OCTOBER a;42 pc SElyFY ER :1_943. 

BRTT1W. NATIONAL orricE rBA GE No. U.I. - I/B.43, 

1111TIM DAMNS WAR Cam massioN 
••■■•••■■■••■••••■1111na ••••■■•••■•••••••••■■••■■■•■■■•■■■" Imbe..-.•••-•■•••••■•. 

A F F' 	D A J I T' 

I. 2656631, 8WEANT WILUAM HENTER STFACTAN stationed if the Military 
ZstablatEaTiTrgariliall. Pater:bnr ugh inThrnunt:,. of Northamptan with permanent 
home address at 129 Waterville 11:.a North Shields in the County of Northumberland, 
make oath and say :- 

On 2-ist Jam.,  1942 whilst e ving with 3rd Ss.ttalicra Coldstreaa Guards I was 
taken prAsoner rat T ,auk 	T wt LE; aken to the transit camp at. Banghazi ..- nd after 
fleven days in this camp I was :ra: sferred to Italy by chip: 	After being in. P.W. 
Camps at Caplet and Benevento I arr.  ved about the m5.dd2e of October 1942 at 	C'eap 
No.. tit Chiavari 

2: 	On May 3rd 1:4:3 whilst stil 
out sf the camp dressed in civi:day 
party was bringing into the oamp 
I was recaptured by members of ihe 
at Alessandria, 	I gyres handed eve) 
there escorted back to Chiavari by 
before midday on the 5th May A9a3. 

at Chiavari 1 ra,de an esoape by blaffing 1:ly way 
clothes and at the same time a large fatigua 
d Cross parcels.. About 1100 hours the next day 
plain clothes police on the Rase -- Turin eapaeas 
to the Fascist headquarters in Turin and waa 
/arabinieri, I arrived back at the camp just 

MINANDaaliorna. 

3. 	I was interrogated by 0(1, 
after questioning ma handed aver 
committed a crime and said, I. murt I 
me any particular punishment, I 
outskirts of the camp by a Brigedi, 
Ramanan, Di Martini, Mangini ane 
the jail. I wars put into a 001'1 end 
named, I resisted forcibly and tl 
many times. 	When they had strippf. 
hit me aoross the jaw with his 
I said I could not speak either. 
knew and asked me who had assisted 
and thereupon he stood away and thf 
I fell dawn under thy weight of tie 
and beaten again, The four gads: 
remember my brain heocaing hazy ark' 
kicking me in tla: side sa 1 -.1,ay on 
consciousnua3 At war, drtxk, 	't,:y of 
had been out off my olJthing. 

Nastelli Tadda,-3 who wa. ihe Camp Commandaut: and 
the Oarabininri 	The aalonel told me 1 had. 

) punished, He did not give me a trial or award 
is then taken to the carabinieri jail on the 
whose christiun name was Guilda and Cerabinieri 

;then whose naux: I do not knaw. On arrian:i. 
tripped oomplotely naked by.  all the Italians I have 
are was a general scuffle during rhioh. I WO6 kicked 
1 me they handcuffed me and the Baigadier 
and asked iff could speak eithar German or Italizaa, 

-Te then decided to speak what little English he 
oe to eqcape, 	I said thni I had had ra assistance 
guarda -e-egan 'co beat me with rifle butts ana fists, 
bIcaa many times but was lifted up by them each  
rave mentioned were concerned ill this. I 

the .taqt hn,a 1 ramembar is or af the gaards 
.he grolad rill I lost cloneciomman. 	Whe71 rr=c;-:_ 
-hing was cn mi and I was handouttada The hub 

bs 	The neat day 
the same party came, 
as to who helped me 
stripped and beaten 
consoiouaness,  

f ware given ere 
to my cell iacl 
to escape ani 1 
by the guard; 

ad and water at about 1100 hours, 	in the af1r.n..7? 
ding the Brigadlar, Ha asked me the name caleiacicaa 
gave him the saaa anawer "No MAO. I was again 
1 similar mannar to the day before. I again lost 

5. 	Thia treatment ,rent on for esx days although I cannot rememher J.J7 all clearly 

as I was  unconscious most of the tiaa, I suppene ruse have been brought brE.3a 
water each day 'but cannot reranbar he events of fh-Jun sa7.x dayf aeva Oaarla, 

/ 6' 
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On the,  seventh fiay 	 the ncri.riaj. 
sTar iocd. 	It re gut- t d en int r 	 • nap 	e art 

but. this /rat; refused Tfrcbat:ty because waz 	bruised.; 	r!n th.? -;rth .ay in 
thie (sell Colonel Caei,elli Tadd=x-.: v1.61d tn 	uriiL :y his ;,c11 
Captain. Gallermi the interprOer c  Captain Fie.-tri: 	 CaptZATI C:■.‘ 
Staff  reuponsible for the t3o.rabinieri wae 	•=nt., 	 1.y 
If 71 wvvuld promise Ac.t tc ceap nd refu.,:a 	srang•oui: 	 twduty t ..1a 
ac... 	eald 	1.ceculd. not clatie,e arty troliT...e. 	wou.V.1 let me go baok to the ot'rap;  
and bzi :Left alone, 	I aak:.-d how long 'J. w.i 	e be kept in the c--:U11 
at leaist 30 daye,, Thera lan dout-t :in my mind that 114; knew of the illf.ft ,treatment 
I had received at the hantiti ctoaratinlei f'cr thft reariontt, e.ppearing in para,, 
thin my affidavit, 	Thitil the 30th day 1,,,a;:s k=,p'. 	eolitar3r oortircritent 
can] but after the interview en the 16th day 7 ''rfa7 alovred toohe taxa, Red Cfoee 
part:414c On the fiiet day atter being ocntinid in the mal 7 me allowed to ret.orn 
to the prisonex of var oompoundc :t reported the cirowntanoes 	ray ili-treatme.At 
to Captain Th.rrne, 

74 	After my return t the compound Tate rd d h report to the grztra-ro:17, 
tour timee per day at ot-x•tal:Ln tireeL from thi,n iinrmanent:Lg. 	07-11..o day I re..4 
Ileinutes late in retorting at noon, I was inerieditttely p3.ezed 	 eo....d put :Tart c. 
the same oellc  At 2130 hours In the evening Pemean and :Yang:41i 03111c, in with e. 
hose—pips, 	was mes14.ii to etrir and TI'.3 then 	.n a:: bath.. Raa 	th.tt 
the treatment t Britlah gave to :I:tali an 	 _ 	was th,sn irutelotltr;ia. 
given re' khaikz. ehor4e. artd 	.f.et,r the rtip;ht,, 	ThAre,  wen= no drejn n the cell,. 
and no bed. 	I had therefore tf.: 	flu.' night • ittizag cu tIke -•.yincicw 
of the wa.ter on the floor f th ce 	Ai•teriu< days I we.:.4 relea;;;:ed ath 

on  the Arrivtio,,, ht,jav Igo pt'r-bre 1920 00.one:a Tic, 	it th: 
rump leader .R0S./tic, hlnmiin. thut 	vrovad. proteot ti•E prieonere cf vox from the 
Gamins providing the Omni, 14-4adf.:r crdrod eraryc,m• not to try and. ii,oz-ipa unclip the 
threat of Court-ifartial in Eng:land::  Th.:3 Camp Le4d6r aelei)pt:101 JeltU,  ).tald ga-v=:,  the 
atlier. Italian camp sentries 1,..<ere doub:Lted and fne Cemp iader detailed tvc: South 
African Police patrols infrid1-: th,.3 wir. 	Th. neac',.. mo:-?tir.g the Gi.74,1tu.1 	:CriVca. arid 
'book over the camp vit./lout any r:isists.nc trC111 	Taddeo r h.L guards., Th4 
oare.binleri roievented a number of.' prien.. 	capng b-efore t'ne Gormens e.otmtlly 
took up their pocriticn, 

90 	The same day ettoaped into the hills by g..,t-ting through i.:11 

100 	Colonel TeZaeo and his G aCIOOptA. C,rfiCe wh5:n the Repub:Lican Fa3oist:.: 
reformed, 	Political prieor_ltre were.  ntined the.;••eg. 	know /hit, beoank,e I N78.6 
operating in the area with the Matt-'e Brigade oomoettd of perii.can4Q  In '1,Tay 190,- 
this Brigade relieved all theee prisornere and 031•”nel Tadde[o took refuv: in the 
to avoid court-martial by +h.. .PELIA.r.161”.5.‘  

11 c 	On a day in lune I met CacnE-1 T.:.1d.do and hit s.-}it in Or:. ?rine near San 
Oolumbano and I drew my revolv,:.,r intending to 6hoct Wm on the kipot, 	tra:i 
prevented by ray friends .who were 7.-Ith n 	I fiV0'c1 1111-Z of being responeihie for 
my ill-treatment In the camp, "ri ,  aetrattted h lay.-vr of it but Geld that even though 
he vas °commandant h4 could not dictate the policy of the oe.rabinteri,, 
very nervous oondition ann. troke down and TPdpf,. Vs left him to hie fe.te. 

12, 	I joined the Allied :i'oroee on November 23, d VAL 

SWORN by the above-named WILIZIAA !Th-.1.4T.ER ) 
STRACHAV  at 6 Zpring Gerdeiiis 137 -Ti; 
Of Westminsteric 8th day of .Tun. : 1945, ) 

fore me, 
Randier  

litaJor Legal Staff i, 
s Office. 

(S:gned; 	STR,s0v1Aii 
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1...1)111C-Z 

Statement af:- 

LOPRANa Aldc. Aoccuntant Clerk, aged 39 years, 
son of GIUSEPPE (deceased);  
reeiding at Piazza MONTELLO No. 	18aa, 
GENOA, 

.41■••••■••••••••■•■■■■■••••■• 1011•11/.111•■11 

'who states:- 

On the 2nd January, 1942. I as (aalinted Into the Italian' 
Army and about May, 1942, I was sent to the Concentration Camp, P.aa 52 
with the rank of Sergeant, to do duty there a); a Camp Interpreter. 
I can speak English!  and also write the language faiaaarwsla. 

I was transferred from this Camp in janulay, 1943, aaa 
during the period I was at this Camp my Commaading Ofaa,cer vat; Golaa,?1 
CASTELLI TADDEI Dino. 

Because of my duties I spoke to ii-any 	Pra3oners of 
War, but I cannot remember the names of evary.;:ody. 	ramamb:r a 
certain Sergeant Major BATES who wan a Soaah Africafa. This mar. was 
in charge of the Prisoner of War kitchen, 

One day, I cannot remamaer the da'ce„ a Piasoner cf Wor 
was missing from the Camp Roll Call; a search was matt! far him ara 
he was found hiding in the canteen rear the katcban, )a rhioa, 
711.13 in charge. 

Osrabinaari who war: an duty a.;; . a.:e Cana al: thfa aamo 
were Brigadiera OTTRIA. Carabinieri RataaaakaC. NatalaNa aaRT0aOTTO 
and BRIGNARDELLOa 

OTTR1A a x3 RAMEZZANO intarrogaaca. BATa3 aa. my prose 
because they thought that DAMS was roaponsit ' 7 for t r priaaaaa. who 
tried tc escape, hiding himrata' in the Vantee:a 	It-r,s my aainicn 
at that time that BATES was not responwabla. at the !77;- Caraaainiera 
never would take any notice of my opinion end .aadoasd ale to act as 
interpreter only. To try to get BATES to sp-ak more ahan 3a aas 
obvious he knew a RAMEZZANO struok BATES se.aeral times an the baay 
and face with his hand, and T saw Mood ewe_ arom BATlaa' mmdlaacause 
of these blows. I also saw RAIEMANO kick B'.TaS in :he leara 

I do Lot know what happanea to tae prisaaar wha hid 
himself in the canteen but he was panished by the Camo Commanaant 
and BATES was relieved of his duties in the katchen. 

OTTRIA and RAMEZZAa0 were both vary vacitas man and I 
have heard that many times they ill.-treated Paisoners of War by 
striking them in soma ray, but I cannot rememher all ahe detaila, 

There are no athea outstanding iaoidents aegardira 
ill-treatment or Prisoners of War that Y. can lamamher 

Regarding punishments imposed on Prisonea of Waa 
for oontraftntion of ;:he Camp rules and regujaaions„ .l:a Ocaaanaan:,:. 
Colonel CASTELLI TADDEI, imposed the punishmenas whicl: were caariea 
out by the Canp Carabinieri. To my knowledge there ilre never an:;,  
Military Tribunals head at the Camp for Primers, 

/ regarding 
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RE-Igarding the CarabinieTi 	and BRIa1120.11)11,11), .111,11G I E 
-Nab quite a goca men !Ind Y. knew n::,thing to his 0,...L:rftrat-nt: 	T 	it 
BRIGUARDELLO vury 

rui3 stut..inyant 1-ias brien re.aa vr 1-  me. 	is t..."1:-.; 3.1; 

:11111LNO 

thken 1.y tu 	nc3r 	getnt T'EllRY 11„ 
(SO Section, Spr,eiai Inverztigation 	 F:licc, 	. 0:2;11)A C 'Lh.-  
17th May 1946, 

W;Y. ITBFRY 0 41, Ser;:;saytt_ 

1 • 
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iTysTuRk 777TPITP 

Statement c;': -- 

mitoalo Giuseppe, 11,30. k3aitan;. t'upervisor, 
y) years, son or (ARLO (deceased). 
residing at Via Fre.nchini No, l2. 
FO.YI 	 CaTOA. 

Who state3:- 

	

Wab :11Iisted into the Italian. Army in Oanima"y. 19.;:.. 	In 
Deomber, 1941, i was sent to the Concntraticn Calm), P,.64 52. 	(My 
as ft Private Interpreter; later I Was prometd to Corporal, I remained 
at the Camp as an OfTiolal Interpreter until. the 15th Jure. 19),3 

When I first arrived at 	Concentl-ation Culp the C....:.:Indant 
was a certain Colonel CELLI Oreste, 	Th1.3 man .Later left the (7 -.i- c!? 
he was replaced by Oolonel CASTEr,LI TATZTI Dim, about 1,14, 

Soon a...i?ter my arrival at the Camp, 1. remember that 2, 1_e 
Prisoners of War were chained to an eloctrio 	pa:J: I 0e:end 
remember than these prisoners wtro or 116W ,n en. Rare chained, or ;*cr 
what period cf 	However. I acs kllow chat their sentence ras 
and I think it ws through the inervention 	n certain Lieut:rrnt 
TARASCA whe neg resides in BAfa. wher, he -7c 	fo' a rim by 
of LA ROCCA. 	1 do not know-  why these p._45ser, 	we,.-e punished, 

I renomber another ioiden which 112:opened rhich 1ms 
a Prisoner of War wrote a letter to England. and in the :lattc,r h 1,- 
that MUSSOLINI wa a feel, and that the sentrlob were asking fcr 
I cannot remember all the details in this cas.,., neither c'an I 1. 
the Prisoner's rove, Uowever, I know +het b-;cense of 	thL 	I 
was kept in a 06E. Per a lung -Lim-. 	krow 	1T-2 die Ast 
tectuse there was never a trial held in th:: Camp :;.n the ;:com 	r 	47-, 
Tribunal,. 	My own personal. ress, ,ning L.uggests to mo that th.-) 	co. ':o 
this man as kaPt in Prison a 1o.,g •Ume, 3.s ftai ihe 
waiting fir this man to be callet'l up t a ii.Era..o.yr:2ribl,::11 vhied-  
elsewhere_ suoh aEl GENOA or Lit STILL!, • 

I remember on another cooacion. bn i cairot reme,m1:-1- ;;h.. 
that another prisoner of was byname of Se,sgeant CRAWLEY. an 
was interrogated. by 3rigadiere OTTRIL. of the 	Caralilleci, zecal3,7 
CRAWLEY was found in possession of tvo bottJes c Cognac. 	I IAD:* thri,  
interpreter at this interrogation. 	OiTRIA ques%ioned CROTZi ai 
length and CRAWLEY -a explanation was ti: at he Pound he 	bottles urAer 
a but in the Camps OTTRIA did not beaiev!, 	ere. 	To .10roa 
CRAWLEY to talk, by striking him several times in the Voce with his fists_ 
Oarabiniere RAMEZZANO was also present during -th!.s inteT)gatita but 
cannot say for sure if ht also struck CRAW 72Y. After 	int.Irrogef.c-A 
CRAWLEY was taken to a cell. 

The next morning I was sent fo:.. by Of2R14'. to :resist him 
carry out a further interrogation of GROLa. ; did nc::: rant to go :.!; 
did not wish to witness such brutal treatment 	I had seen C1TTRTA 

inflict on CRAWLEY the previous evening. DOCAUF0 of thi-; I aST.ci. th - 
Camp Adjutant to excuse me going on this intereolation, 	the7-174,7.7 
I received was to the effect that en order was an erder- 

wf.,nt to OTTRIA and he oarriec Gait furthe. 
on CRAWLEY but this time he treated him in a Iropar 
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I saw bruises on CRAWL1,.7.0 s face which sug.is 
	

to rn 	It he may har6 
received further harsh treatment after I had :te.5 t 	 pre\i.L e 7e J.flg..  

dc net :mow cf an,ything Use of the 
saw CRAWLY in the Camp and he told me that a cc 
Interpreter, by name of ROMA:, interpreted a fi 
him, carried out by OTTRIA. It may be that 
for OTTRIA on other occasions. 

.5 :mole! 	 I 
S 'gesnt 

IMO act:; as 

Another Prisoner of War WhzAa I 'mow P.3.irlyw,a, was a Sez:eant 
STRACHNN. This Iran escaped from the whip but cennot -::.emember hoCate. 
He was arrested on a train and bralght back t'.) :he Camp, He as th.,r 
interrogated by Adjutant ZAVATElpi, anc I reted. 	the i:acrpreter., STRA,Ca 
was asked how he had escaped, ho he had :1e', and how e was reoap- jrred. 
This interrogation was carried out in a proper 1:;Anrer. I du not knclw 
whether Colonel CASTELLI TADDEI interiAered thL man or aotat 
that TADDEI was rather upsei; because I should iLagine tThtt1 	;cap: of 
STRACBZN may have meant trouble for hA*A. 

If the Colonel senterce,d STUCT:1-1.5 to a prnieiAent, 	:1-1073.1 
ha ire appeared in the daily orders. 

This statement has been nes I cr..er -to 	I is true rnd 
correct. 

Signed: - Girf.sec-  x - 

Sto.tement taken by the unde.7.9.igned S a.:.geant rii.RRY W.. 	6r; 
Section, Special Investi.gation Dranch., CY. Polime, at (.;r1TO.A. en 
21st May 194-6. 

Signed: 	m.3.3-.Eic.tr, A/S 11, Seri:, ant . 
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• 

tat enatrrt cf; -  

Cer:Lt .: 	 L5 yc.r. 
s:i c GLACOMO (cif' cclased) t  
vt)sic.i5„nz% at Pisata Via1Ni No., 5/, 
L.Av.A.:2111, 	W...11011„ 

	

ORM awl asawreer■■■■••••■•■•••efrue V.14111.1.1 	 NI AM • .1,, ,/ • 	 .,•■■•■ • ar 

liho statek : • 

E was or ti s te0. info the 	 (.11 	;rd.  

	

..i„ -)42.. 	vre.s trarsfe:.....reE 	. 	C 1 	 C 
P.. 52, e.s aClairp Cs:cabinierc 	;.1s- 	 TA): 	13:.:•3...; t1,ifare 
o7rR IA, and other eci.rabiqieri at tl-t 	 ..:41eff.:.7gA;2T ; . (ART 
who ITCJW Lives  .tt BARGA.a.LE-GE.NOA: 3.TARTIYI 3Ets.70:r..t. d 	1-).id ariCr_F 	• .4. 

who now lives At CP.210k. 	Th. 	Co-ar.an.dcn.t. l're,,s 	::•ertain • )3.on.e.".i. 
TADDEI Dino- 	Irc ma:1nel at -Liu: 	 .'.t.h 

received my 'irlerS 	13rigad-3..era OTITRTy.. 	irst rived 
the Camp Cr.-..min:n59-111;, 	y !Hut iok.  were cx• 

3.3,A3P,Mfc..Ar.) wls the ilcrci.:-.frr 
in the Catr.p, hc 	i ohe.rg.,4f Ube Os 
brought to 1:11(1 	 r;e3.1 -fr(re 
only, and nobody "siftsis all 7.Ted in 	cif ice clurr. 
I have no knIrki_erige: 	E.:137 !nrrga'ic :s 
-was Dnly cn ±..1%;y 9.E, 	guIrd. Y 	Ce31 

ar a 	 • 
1%11 ) 

3 1:y 07 7'. ILL 	' 
• 

;: la Cs: 	tho 	, 
C: 177 1: • 	• :I itY 

(.1) rot kri,..)-fi 	any -.;.nol:!ent 	1-t rc 	: 	 O. 
War, exoF:1-)1; 	,ao(lasio/i 	I was pasr-f,x.,4 OTrel'a>.. 	riff -1(r.. 

saAv hrough ..Che' inacj 	r.:2TRIA an R. 	 2 • •.:*, 311e7.^ 
I do not 	 they -ir)re do-Ang i.-.1),.c; or 1.--11. , v 	Fr!..so.i r 
oann Dt rarm o ' 	, 

O anoth”r ,yocs.sicn. 	renak)aabe:. 	 cac7c: 
WIEN) and -,v)i.s Jr;r re oz-ti>t rc&an a ttthi. 	I -,:.arak,;  

Ti..DAti said -...;hk).t all Car 	tr.c1 (.1a, x1.) 
tu:La=ving hini 	,430a.p,1 1,ut 	 -;/- was p- ,) .4,..:.:11e(1:• 
do not :Imog 	he.pp-,nei. to tly: 3s 7:0 .):", rh(In 	brtilAht t) 
	 beoause et that tire .1 was cr.L lea 76 -;'or tric. 3ays, 	WhEll 	r 

t the Camp-7. 1: stim 	Pri wner • m. s-i•rf.) 	 wb- 
ty a guard -I.'c)r exe . cie, but every-110_13g ar.7..eart-;6.. •.;c r i ho 

Thii 	nt h 	be•in ro.c1 	 • 
rroct „. 

33RICITM 131.,T 0 	.•1-• 0; a:-  1 

Si tit eme.nt teken in I alian ye ad 	, • az-:,3. 	natur7:  
by the under6igned Official intery)reter 	E 	i.r 
of the tradersigned Sergeent TERRY W. c.,f C7o se ctic 	!occ1. In 	i i 
13-ranoh, C 	Pon or+at ClilA.7ART. onth 	7th 1.4ey :1 ;41.6. 

Sign-a: 	C., I' 
Si,ctncet: 	.11RI17, 	`, 	) 

I .lertif3,  tba*.! The ablve z atemerrt 	a -trul 	 cn 

th criginE,3 to the bast of my km:Trled.r..• 

Signt 	C.T. 1OLLOWJYL, 	r 	• 
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oUESTUP.7' BUTLDTWGc 

Statement of 

OTTRIA Guido, Clerk, ni!. 40 year;- , 
son of DOMEN/CO, 
residing at Via MORIPINO HZ. 312, 
RUTA CAMOGLI 	r;.ENO k. 

Who states:- 

I have bee/t oetitioned 	3v. not obilct,d to sy 
anything unleds I wish io do so, Irrt 	 I do sa-,y-  wi:11 
taken down in writing and may be giyen 	eyiCenoe 

3:..gnedf- OTTRI"; Guia 

On the 2ist 1Kay, 1041,. I was eflliste into the 
Carabinieri, and about February, 	T. was t:',ansfered to 1.(;., i2 
Conoentration Camp, with the rent of Yr .gadiey:e in eharge of the 
Carabinieri there, 

The Commandant oe this G-mp at thnt time was n 
aertain Colonel CAST-Rini TADDEI Dino, 	 ir Cc:radinrvi 
were RAMEZZANO Ernesto, K',NGINI Ar:gelo ILIZIGNUMLLO Carle, :rna i  
BERTOLOTTD who was known, by lirisoners aiL " -INTO PETE". 	This mnn 
was shot by the Baaok Brigade just ber:'oe the liberation, • 

One day, I cannot romeber the :':nee:, some prisoners • 
of war were discovered digging e. tunr.J1 in their but eo escape, 
t saw RAMEZZANO strike several of theao prisnrars in 4:he fate with. 
his hands, 

RAMEZZARO was a. ''err ner-.ous individua1 as a res.en 
of air-raids, and after the Armistice I know he eras sent to 
Mental Hospital suffering from rervrme ciserder, 

To-day the 16th Fay 19,!d. I have been shown by 
Sbrgeant FERRY of the British ItIlitary Yolice, a ropy of t'io 
Italian newspaper "Republioan Famon, dited 	 Odtober 
The third photograph from the top of eCI.umn 	on 	fr.41 
page of this newspaper, is a phcr5ocraeh of an nu,lieh 
of War (STRACHAN) who esawoed from the Cam, bat I ca.anot voa-Abtle 
the date that he escaped, 	However I reoof;nis: him from t'xis 
photograph, as I saw him on several oecsions, 

Soon after the prisnner esoaped. he was repaptared 
oh a train proceeding to:TURIN. 	Er: wee bronght back to the 
and on arrival he was interrogated by Cnlonel '1VITELLY TADDEI. 
I was not present diring this interrogaqon, bnt after ii was over 
I was sent for to escort the prisoner to a cell, and tha iAstruet4 nts 
I received from the Colonel was that the prisoner was o bc1 trez:tbd 
as a special prisoner, and that he was 	be put in Solitay 
Oontineinent on bread and water for thirty days, and for se-een days 
he eels to be handcuffed and all his cloned to:ten froia hile with 
the exception of his underpants and vest, and he was not to be L;:le:1 
any blankets for this period, 

r caused these irstruens to -!yeobeyeti. belause 
the Colonel was in the habit of riFi 	Cell the Ce 	to ses 	hie 
instruotions were obeyed. 

When I had oonveyed 4:!le 1,- risoner to hii 
aoe.ompanied with other Caratinieri of 1717om RAY=ANO ,;:as one, 
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I 	cmorticEr 	 ce.* the other Ccrairleri, .he 

r :).1 	 UCXI.N JISTARD"s, 	boa...ni; or thic 
1 lcs- 	Lcmpa ,:- 	 witb my hande. 

	

tv) 	 also 	him ih 

t 	no 	 Lt.pre%!;;LI: 	 ot 
It. hc. 	 r 

t 	- en rea6. oer o me, 
I. 

Sigr6d: — C'CTRIA 

t tci:or ia italiar, 	aver ard 
4v:La 	A.:;n3Jse6 by th La6crligned orflok.1 Ilvterpreter 

E,r2LOWA1, ijk tl a pl-c:.sel o() 	the Lrdorai4ne/ Sergeant 
F:1PkRY 71. 	00 3aatior, Spf,oie. ITrivesti4v,tiofl,Branah, 	Pollee,• 
a.; (.1:;:+0A, 	th.; ItAh az') 1c)4e, 

C.T . HOLL37AY, Irterpreter 
SIgiot;d:- Vir f,ERRY. A/S 41, Sergsan 

• .70.1.at h t3ljOQ ta1eille0 i i true 
of 	it 	r ictl c, 	-1:2,st of uyLowli,Age and 

• 
Signed:- 	HOLLO4AY, rnterpratev 
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1 

52. 

Two af:t1avit by Sergeant W.H. Strachan. 

-̀",tateont by 7.1.illaeope rAnIC, official int; ,rpr:Iter at Camp P 

-̀. taternent by AlCo 	camp 	 r at Calm P.1. 52. 

3tat lent by Loro Carlo  

Statement by '_10,1ido 0illtA, one of the accused. -  

State,lent by :,:r-rr:sto -?Al::ZZA.1.0, one of the accud., 

Page 3 

PARTICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT 

iemb:r of Camp P.G. 52 Carabiniere. 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 
	 1949 

(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence ; 
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 



Any fur* communication on 
the subject 	this letter should be 
addressed to :— 
THE JUDGE ADVOCATE GENERAL 

SPRING GARDENS, 
COCKSPUR STREET, 

LONDON S W 

and the following number quoted :— 

TelCgYaii.3 : JUDVOCATE, LONDON. 

TeLph0He : WHI I EHALL 793n (two lines) 
1950 

SPRING GARDENS, 	• 

COCKSPUR STREET, 

LONDON, S.W.1. 

RECEIVED 	'11  '1 1 

- 1 MAYI946 
1\2)/3A471B1\10/7en/1 
CONFIDENTIAL 
	

Ansd.... ....... 

Secret, r7 (eneral, 
United N-ti(:nsWnr Crimes Commission, 
Lansdowne House, 
lerheley ,Suare, 
S.7.1. 

Wrr Crimes - 343AVITA2 

1. With rel'er,nce to Doctor Litawski's letter of 17 April 
194.6, may the followinn five Italians be added to the 
defendants list in the above-mentioned case. They are all 
referrei to in the affidavits of 7;.H.SMACHIN:- , 

Ca_,itnno BOZZI. 
Tenentt ZAVATARI, 
C:JrabiniereR[:EZA.Tri. 
Carabiniere di L=TEI. 
Carabiniere 71017,INI. 

2. With reo.;,fd to ca se No.43/Wq/12 and 319/UOT/42, these 
pre, st present, und,,r consideration. 

Al4  

Colonel, 
Del'uty, 



1951 

JL43X 
• 

, oI)nul 	. 	• 
_34! 

6, 'AA1t7J8p 
-Jr! 	.,,treet 
• .1.  

	

bo011 	 utx.e 	L.:1c o 	. • 

°ask: a 	 . :;• 	-.It 	t. tact 	 i. 

	

: 	J;i3 arw 

	

Vitati 	 -4 

	

p 	 ci:le.tr;;On GJ4.R be 

	

tai lareod. 	 Lti : • 

TaLl; 	 tUt. 	 ei:2.1•301 Jfl .  
poris 	z •• 

	 :gka Afr 	(le )iin 

iL 
cr. kIrgos 	n 	r 	:ilk 71.'  

1 

6.111 Olkt • 	tt'Xit,,011; 	• i• • '.03 3.7-41.nat 

	

1-11"J:2 3.  • 32 ,„;,- 	 of 	. 

)i-.1:. :aunt i.orkid t`tiyetiLif., 

it a .1)cari3 UtIct that t4.-.,.. i''... rlit Zo"...".e, ,i::, :',. _ in the: 
1 °z() 	.3/3 CltE Iii eVen tUn Ily bo re-oirtr: -.: i. i..‘s)d ry.-.,  • • t , ' .; •  

/  1 	.1I Viqt •,. a iittY1C 1 :fidavite sub:lit:tea. 

The ;tbinr,.!,  is b'tir1 br 	 tL,n in 
case 	 -4..f.bin‘e v.,  .1a:I Bee ?it t t J?",.r%Ipririte 
flO t 

Y cu• sLt104=,  vi,72  

Of .7i rer 

4 
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IN THE MATTER OF :- 

  

The Ill-treatent of British prisoners of war 
and breathes of the Geneva Convention 1929 at 
Oamp No. 52 Ohiavari 

1952 

    

AFFIDAVIT 

I, 6847052 Serjeant REGINALD ARTHUR ALLAN. The 
loyal Rifle Corps with per-lanent hol~:e address et 19 Myrtle 
Gardens, Hanwell in the County of London make Oath and say 
as fellows 

1. In the summer of 1941 when serving with The King's Roya: 
Rifle Corps I was taken prisoner at Benghazi and was eventually 
transport to Italy to camp No. 52 Chiavari. 

2. In or about ,7,ine 1942 I assisted a Lance-serjeant 
Gr::.-i. rohields of the R.R.A. and a South African niczcnamad "Tut" 
to erloape by erecting dummies in their beds. The escape was .10'6 
truccoasful because they were discovered in the food magazine 
and were brought back into the hut. I was interrogated h: the 
/tolian aut7iorities as to why I had assisted these prisoners. 
I told them that it was my duty. as a British prisoner of war to 
help any other prisoners of war to escape. In the room there 
was an officer of the Oarabineiri and three guards and also a 
corporal whom we knew as "Pinto Pete". On giving the reply 
.hove I was struck in the face by Pinto Pete and whilst I -JOE 
lyircr on the ground was kicked numerous times by him. I was 
awarded fifteen days :lard punishment and ton days light 
puniubmet for my part In the °Beane. 

3. I have read the affidavit of Glyn 7rnest Sells and I 
verily believe that the incident referred 	in paragraph 4(a) 
thereof is the incident described in paragraph 2 hereof. 
At the time I 7as a corporal and not a lance-corporal as 
deposed by him. 

4. Pinto Pete was about five feet eleven inches, sturdily 
built with greying hair. He would be about 38 years of age, 

SWORN by the above named Reginald ) 
Arthur Allan at A Spring Gardens ) 
in the County of London this 2Sth 
day of May 1945 

Before ma, 
F:. S. RUS37LL. 

apt. 
Legal Staff 
J.A.G's Office, 

London. 

n. A. 1T.L7N. 
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IN THE i4ATTAR uF : 

The ill..treat::ient of British 
prisoners of war and broaches 
of the Geneva Convention 1929 
at Camp No. 52 Chiavari 

AFFIDAVIT 

d. of 

Sergeant RIJ:GINALD ARTLin ALLAN 

THL TILI;ASURY S6LICITOR. 
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0 
IN THE MATTER OF : 	 1954 

The ill-treatment of British prisonera of war and 
breaches of the Geneva Conventions 1929 at Camp No.52 
at chiavari from December 1941 until the end of May 1942 

AFFIDAVIT 

I, ALAN DENIS JOHN BAGNALL, No. E.X.2031, Marine, at present 
at Royal Marines, 0/0 G.P.O. Box R, Southend-on-Sea, Essex, and 
with a.permanent address at Pingle Dell, Pingle Lane, Hammerwich, 
near Liohfield, Strfordshire, make Oath and say as follows :- 

1. At the beginning of June 1941, I escaped fro Crete, landed 
from a row boat on the North African coast near Gambut and on the 
4th June 1941 was taken prisoner near Gambut. I was kept 
prisoner of war for 5 days at Fort Acroma: for 2 months at Derna: 
for about 14 days .at Benghazi: and for about 14 days at Tarhuna 
and was then sent to Camp No.08 at Oapua, Italy, where I stayed 
until about the first week in December and was then sent to 
Camp No.52 at Chiavari. 

2. I was prisoner of war at Camp No.52 at Chiavari from 
December 1941 until the end of May 1942. The conditions in the 
said Camp at that time were : 

As regards a000mmodation, the Camp was not yet completed. 
Only five huts had by that time been constructed and in wet 
weather the water came through the roofs in many places. I was 
one of about 500 of the first intake into the Camp and the 
numbers increased until there were about 2,500 there when I left. 
We were very overcrowded and there was no recreational space. 
The sanitary conditions at this Camp when completed were passable. 

As regards food, the ration was cut shortly after my- arrival 
and in January 1942, we were reduced to 200 grammes of bread per 
day, about AS grammes of rice or macaroni in skilly and a very 
small allowance of cheese or meat twice a week with occasionally 
vegetables. This was a slow starvation diet. We were without 
Red Cross supplies throughout most of the winter, and through 
the inadequate food ration, men resorted to boiling grass and 
eating it and also soft centres of cabbage stalks, and a oat 
was eaten to relieve the pangs of hunger a little. 

As to clothing, this and the blankets Issued were entirely 
inadequate for the bitter winter we experienced in 1941/2 and no 
form of heating was provided in the huts. 

The Indian troops suffered most severely with the cold and 
hunger and insufficient clothing. 

As a result there were many cases of disease, chiefly 
dysentery and desert sores. 

As regards medical arrangements, they appeared to me to be 
very primitive but our R.A.M.0., N.C.O's and Private assisted 
in every way they could. 

SWORN at Liohfield in the 
County of Stafford this 23rd ) 	ALAN DENIS JOHN BAGNALL. 

day of August 1945 
Before me, 

E. W. 
A 00..Eisaioner for Oaths. 



0  IN TH7 MATTER OF : 
	 1955 

The ill-treatment of British prisoners of war and 
breaches of the Geneva Conventions, 1929 at Camp N0.52 
at Chiavari during the period December 1941 to May 1942 

I, Leading Stoker WALTER HENRY JOHN BINDON, No.C/KX 97290 
Royal Navy, at present; in Royal Naval Auxiliary Hospital, Barrow 
Gurney, Bristol, and with a permanent address at No.R Laburnam 
Grove, Canvey Island, Essex, make Oath and say as follows :- 

1. In July 1241 I was one of the crew of H.M. Submarine Cachalot. 
The submarine was rammed by an Italian destroyer in the Gulf of 
Sirte on the 29th or 30th July 1941 and, with all but one of the 
crew, I was picked up by the destroyer, which was the Bene Apapa, 
and taken to Benghazi. We were treated very well on the destroyer. 

2. We spent 2-3 weeks at Benghazi, about the same time at Tarhuna, 
and then, with one day at Cripoli, we were taken by sea to 
Taranto; from there we went to a transit carp at Capua, which was 
later a permanent prisoner of war camp, No:Ati We arrived there 
about September 4th, 1941, and I was there until about December 
4th, 1941, when I went to Chiavari. 

3. The crew of the Cachalot were with me at this camp and other 
prisoners from H.M.S. Hereward. 

4. le lived in huts, which leaked continuously in wet weather, 
and the weather was very bad while I was there: There was no 
heating and we could not dry anything. We suffered intensely from 
the wet and cold. 

5. The food was very poor, being one meal a dal; this consisted 
of vegetable skilly or, once a week, a stew with meat (or bones) 
or cheese in lieu of meat. We had at first 500 grammes of bread 
but this was reduced to 200 grammes. 

S. 	As regards medical attention, I was told of a man who had 
died for lack of attention due to the lack of food, but do not 
remember who told me. I was never an in-patient myself but I did 
have to wait a fortnight to get a tooth taken out which had an 
abscess. 

7. 	We had very little clothing and suffered from exposure. 
Later, "ed Cross parcels of clothing and boots came through, but 
the Italians would not let us have any unless we handed in another 
pair of boots or similar clothing. There were prisoners at 
Ohiavari who never had any boots at all. The guards themselves 
were in a terrible state for clothing and particularly for boots. 

9. 	The water supply was fairly good but was switched off at 
awkward hours and at first was entirely in the open. This camp 
was unfinished when we got there and we had to help to complete 
the buildings. The sanitation was not at all bad. 

9. 	The guards and carabinieri were anti-British. It was a 
practice of the carabinieri for any offence being committed to 
take some prisoners from the but they suspected and beat them 
until the oulprit gave himself up. I have not actually seen this 
happen and do not remember any names or dates but I have aeon men 
who have been beaten and I have seen weals and bruises on their 
banks and faces. 

1. 
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•0. 	The carabinieri at this camp were particularly brutal and 

knocked the prisoners about. I remember seeing Stoker Petty Officer 
Jack Foulkes or Foulkes, one of the crew of Cachalot and then a 
Lealing Stoker taken away to a detention cell and brought back 
some two or three weeks later after he had been beaten up for 
making tea in his but against orders. The first Commandant we had 
at this camp, whose name I do not remember, was very anti-British 
and did nothing to help us, but later another Commandant, whose 
name I do not know, replaoed him and was quite good. 

	

11, 	While at Ohisvari, I remember a rating called Downey, an A.B. 
or Stoker from H.M.S. Hareward, being in the detention tent. I 
heard from a friend of his, a Leading Stoker from Hereward whose 
name I do not remember, that this detention had started at Oapua 
because he had written rudely about Mussolini. He was in the 
detention tent for a long time. 

12. At some date early in my stay at Chiavari, but which I do not 
remember exactly, William Hooper of N.A.A.F.I., Gunner King and I 
had gone bank to our huts (Hooper and I were in the same hut) for 
roll call about A p.m. When we got in, the officer of the day was 
there and the roll call had taken place. There was no bugle in 
the camp and we were merely expected to be in our huts at the 
time of roll call, which, I think, was about 9 p.m. The following 
morning, Hooper, King and myself were taken out by carabinieri 
and each chained to an electric, light pole in the open. Our wrists 
were chained behind our backs very tightly with a chain like a dog 
chain, which was then carried round the post. There had been no 
trial or enquiry and we were not told till afterwards that the 
supposed offence was being late for roll cell. 

I do not remember exactly howlong we were chained but I think 
it was two full days. I believe that the sentence was three days. 
About the time of the evening meal we were allowed back into our 
huts to eat and sleep and were chained the next morning. The 
weather was terrible, raining all the time and very cold. It had 
previously been snowing My own boots had just worn out and the 
ground was nothing but wet mud. 

I think it was during the second day, but it may have been 
during the third, that the Commandant of the camp stopped this 
punishment and let us go back to our huts. He appeared to have 
authority over the oarabinieri. 

Gunner King later died in another camp, but this was not 
connected with the incident I have described. 

13. In May 1942 Y was moved to Camp ro.65 at Gravina, where 
I was until I was exchanged. 

SWORN at Baldwin Street in the) 
city and County of -Bristol the) 	W.H. BINDON. 
23rd day of April 1945 

Before me, 
WANSBROUGH. 
A Commiseicner for Oatht;. 



• 	IN THE MATTER OF : 	 1957 
The ill-treatment of British prisoners of war and 
breaches of the Geneva Conventions 1929 at Camp 
No. 52 at Chiavari from about December 1941 to 
May 1942 

AFFIDAVIT 

I, ERNEST MERTON BOWERS, No. P/JY.148885 Able Seaman, and a 
survivor from H.M.S. "Hereward" in May 1041, at present at 
Senior Inspectors De Gauasina (S.I.D.G.), H.M.S. "Eaglet" 
Liverpool, and with permanent address 9, Cavendish Road;  Charlton, 
Manchester, Lanes , make Oath and say as follows :- 

1. On 29th May 1941 I was captured when H.M.. "Harewarl" wont 
down, was taken to Rhode Island and, being injured and a 
casualty, was kept in hospital there for about three waeka and 
received reasonable treatment. 

2.  On or about the 24th June 1941, I was landed at 3ar1, Italy, 
and was sent to ;amp No. RA at Capua. Both my lar-truan had been 
affected by bleat and I was sent to Can arta Honpital and was 
there for about four months until the end of OcLober 141 whon 
I WWI sent back main to Camp No. 66 at Cr rala and kept there fad 
about three 	e'as. 

3. From about the beainning of December 1941 aabil :.gay 1942, T. 
was at Camp No 52 at Chiavari. The general canditiola in the 
said Camp during this period wore : 

As for accommodation, we wore housed in huts which wero not 
water-tight. There was a constant trickle of water thraugh many 
of the roofs in bad weather. 

As to food, the ration was : 

One roll and a veaetable akilly onoe in 24 hours and once a 
week a stew with meat. The treatment of prisoners of war by 
those in command and the guards was very brutal. The methods of 
the guards were that if any offence had been committed they would 
take one or more prisoners of war from the hut which was under 
suspicion and beat them until the culprit gave himself up. 
The beating was usually done with a belt, while another guard 
stood by with a rifle to use in case of retaliatioa. I was not 
so beaten myself, nor was I an actual witness of such beatinr, 
but I was told of such occurrences by men who had been so 
treated,but I cannot now give their names, ranks or uniai, nor 
oan I identify their assailants. 

In particular I remember the case of Jack FaulLaa, atokor 
Petty Officer, now on the submarine "Universal", Blyth, 
Northumberland. I shared a but with him at the said Camp. One 
day (I cannot give the precise date) he made a fire in the hut. 
This was against the rules. It was discovered and the guards 
came and took him away and the said Faulkes told me afterwards 
that they beat him severely and gave him ten days solitary 
confinement. 

I also remember the case at the said Camp of the illa 
treatment of Stoker Bindon and William Hooper, thouah I cannot 
give the exact date. These two men on one occasion in 
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December 1941 were late for roll call. The next day they were 
both handouffed to an electric pole in the open in bad weather. 
This was 	tho daytime. AB to whether they were kept 
there at night, T 3ennot nay, but / saw them no handcuffed at 
intervals during at least three days. 

On May 25th to May 27th, 1942, about ninety men, mostly 
Royal Navy were marched from Oamp No. 52 Ohiavari to the 
station, a distance of eight kilometers. We embarked on the 
train and thence to a Oamp at Gravina near Bari. 

Our ration for this period was two small rolls (roughly 
10 ounces of bread). 

SWORN at Liverpool in the 
County of Lancaster this 	F.M. BOWERS. 
8th day of July 1945 

Before me, 

WILLIAM L. DAMON. 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 
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The 111-tniatment of British 
prisoners of war and breaches 
of the Geneva Conventions 1929 
at Camp 1+0.152 at Chiavarip from 
about December 1941 to waron 1946 

AFFIDAVIT 
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IN THE MATTEhS OF : 

43. 

1961 

The ill-treatment of British prisoners of war and 
breaches of the Geneva Conventions, 1929, at Camp No.E2 
at Ohiavari during the period December 1941 to ilarch 1243. 

The wounding of a New Zealand prisoner of war (name, 
rank and unit at present unknown\ at Camp No.52 at 
Ohiavari in January or February 1942. 

The ill-treatment of and breaches of the Genova 
Conventions 1920 with regard to, and assault upon. a 
South African'Sergeant (name at present unknown) in The 
Autumn of 1942 at Camp No.52 at Chiavari. 

(d) The ill-treatment of and breaches of the Geneva' Conven ton, 
1929, with regard to, and assaults upon, three prisoners 
of war (names, ranks and units at present unknown) in the 
Autumn of 1942 at Camp No.52 at Chiavari. 

AFFIDAVIT 

I, ALFRED EDWARD DEADMAN, Petty Officer, PJX.129097, at 
present at H.M.S. "Cavalier" c/o G.P.O., London, and with a 
permanent address at 14, Lonedale Avenue, Cosham, Portsmouth, 
Hants, make oath and say as follows :- 

1. I was a Leading Seaman on board H.M. S. "Hereward" when she 
was sunk off the Island of Crete on the 29th May 1941. I was 
taken prisoner, and was taken to the Island of Rhodes. 

I was at Rhodes for three weeks from the end of May 1941, 
until -about the 21st June 1941. I left Rhodes about the 21st 
June 1941, was taken to Camp No.06 at Capua in Italy, where I 
stayed five weeks, was then taken to a camp at Hainan°, near 
the Brenner Pass, for the next four months then returned to the 
said Camp No.6f at Capua for about four weeks, and then, about 
the end of November 1941 was sent to Camp No.52 at Chiavari, 
where I stayed for about fifteen months, until, in March 1943, 
I was repatriated 

2. The camp at Ohiavari had not yet been completed when I 
arrived. We had to assist in building wooden huts. Many men 
had only summer kit, and no winter clothes were issued, so 
that there were cases of illness through exposure. 

It took three months to complete the camp. During the 
said three months after my arrival the conditions as regards 
accommodation and sanitary arrangements were very bad; there 
were not sufficient huts to accommodate all the prisoners, 
and the sanitary arrangements consisted merely of a trench, 
with no proper flushing. Atthe end of the three months, when 
the camp was completed, we were moved into mw quarters, and 
the new Commandant was a man who did what he could to see that 
conditions were reasonable. From that time on, so far as the 
general conditions in the camp are concerned, I do not think 
there was an7,,  cause for complaint, except in the second winter, 
when the flimsy roofing of the huts leaked. The Commandant, 
however, got them repaired as soon as he could. 

3. About January or February 1942, at the said camp at 
Chiavari, I heard from several New Zealand prisoners of war 
(I cannot now remember their names, ranks or unite), who 
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occupied the same but as the victim in this incident that one 
day (1. cannot specify it more particularly), in order to get 
firewood to make tea, a New Zealand prisoner of war jumped out 
of the back window of his but on to prohibited ground. The 
sentry nearby challenged and the said New Zealander put his 
hands up; however, the sentry fired; missed; the New Zealander 
stood still and kept his hands up, but the sentry fired again 
and hit him in the loft shoulder. He was taken to hospital, 
and I heard no more of him. I do not know if he recovered. 

4. About Autumn of 1942, I saw a South African sergeant who 
was in charge of the cookhouse at the said camp at Chiavari 
(I cannot give his name, but he was known as "Spider") being 
frogl-marched, i.e. with his hands fastened behind him and his 
back being kicked, from his but by carabinieri to a building 
outside the camp. I worked in the said cookhouse myself, and 
knew the said "Spider" woll. 

Two men (I think they were privates and South Africans but 
I cannot identify them with any greater particularity) were 
found shut in the magazine but quite close to the said cook-
house waiting for an opportunity to escape. The Italians in 
command apparently though that the said "Spider" had assisted 
or connived at these two men getting away from the camp by 
escaping from the said magazine hut. They held him reeptinsible 
for the occurrence, and marched him off in consequence1 as 
described. 

On his return in about ten days' time, I heard him describe 
his treatment. He said that the Italian guards on the occasion 
in question put him into cells, kept him on bread and water, in 
solitary confinement, and applied third degree treatment by 
baring his feet and pressing brooms on to them and hitting him 
about the head with their fists, to try to get him to confess 
complicity in the suggested plot by the men who had got into 
the said magazine hut, or to tell of the methods employed. 

5. Shortly after the incident referred to in the last 
paragraph hereof, namely, about a month later, in the Autumn of 
1942, at the said camp at Chiavari, I heard from three men, two 
of whom worked with me in the said cookhouse and the other in 
the said camp, that they had got some drink and were caught 
drinking it outside their huts, whereupon the Italian guards 
took them and frogrquarched them off to the cells, where they 
were kept thirty days on bread and water, and were from time to 
time ill-treated and assaulted, e.g. their knees pressed into 
the groin and such like assaults. 

The two men who worked in the said cookhouse were Corporal 
Phillips and Private i&oDowall, both of the Rhodesian Artillery. 
I cannot give the name, rank or unit of the other man compris-
ing the said three referred to, nor of their assailants, 
except that one of the latter was called "Little Willie" and the 
other "Yank". They were both carabinieri. 

The name of the Camp Commandant during this period was 
Colonel Soetello-Taddei. 

SWOrN at South Shields in  the) 
County of Durham this 29th ) 	ALFRED EDWARD DEADMAN. 
day of August 1945 

Before me, 
W.M. PATTERSON. 
A Commissioner for Oaths. 
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IN TUN MATr:M OF 11 	.R1.)1,-Ti:ATMRIT OF 
BRITISH PRISOVMS OY WAR AT PRISONER OF 
ViAR CAMP1),G.52, OHIAVARI, ITALY ITT 1942 
cONTRARY TO 	GENYWA CONVIWION 1929, 

• ..-411.• •••■•■■•••••••••■•••••■••■•••70.0.•■•••••••••.s..• 

"IitttikTh 	()Moe Chergo No tFic 966 

United :Catiox; 	C.1-ita,3z Commianion 
mferefte ; 

anwana.c.c.c.c 

AF:TIDAVIT 
atalM•alOaroa,  

I;  DI( 108447 .;tolcer VIM Dowlinr of thn.Royel Navy with 
permanent honio addropra at OLD BEAD, 7.ISALE, in Ule County of 
CORK, :IRE, make oath and a.ay a$ follovs :- 

1. • Cu 29th day of May 1941 wAllut 2,onring on HAIS"HERZWAi:D1  
wan t;alzeo prisoner at CREW, by the Italians. 	Alter being ft 

yrilwacir of war on RHODES ISLAND Lo -  three ire,sYcs I rac takan to 
Pri3onor of Veir Camp P.G,66, CAPUA. 	Aftor 18. dflys at thi cur 
I wao moved to POG,, 	BOLUNO and reftsthed hero two !oontho 
I Dooamber 1941 I vino neat to P4.. 2, CHIAVARI. 

On tho 14th February, 1S)47-!, I vftv ()ailed into the Comogndoutk:I 
offioe 	there wail a rnpreentaivo of then It3lian Covornmeyit, 

vile acounod by thin ropmseatative of invalt).ng UUF,SOLIA1 and 
t).( iti1tflpooplo. 	1.10w.S0 in posvoNcion of r. itr card I had 

throo wonthu provi.olAtai to.my ilieor in Enkfland, 	IA tio 
13,ttor ccird I laud() re.2orenoe tc 	gmntrieo bogging fei.z• food 
c,a1 I „geAd "Muonolini wan 	fool for ooNing into ti vJer pLad h* 
proly 	liees it by new", 

The Nan of Conffidence, &ACo-C:nA6uotor BAUER, RoyiU Army. 
OrdnaAc,.,t Corpop Indian Armzt; 	ctL:lo 	tho OomwandeAt'F.: 
and hr t3orroborl-ltod m7 cWtemnn':, 	 nentrion haei hcoxi 
boggixl for food. 

Ikpre entetive ti4Ao1 Lie .Zor an expltInfltion of my.  
remarkr4 Ooout MUssolihi *.%nd I replird that I vmu not vorry F.).bollt it 
and that lucsolini wee good 	1st wiling similar languozo 3o 
thon pied out that I '40,2 e prGoor of war ikhcrban Musoolini 
not 	All the-conversation Ntf-; 	 KA-id I W.gpc; It, 
ViLit;11ito the '.11terviim ond0.. 

3, I Ann thereupon pinood in eolity confinement and romind 
mo oonnned for one hun4ro6 days!„ 	vas wivor Givon a trial or 
i'alrwod of my nonton, 	 (.:olitary confinoment my Pod 
Cs'ole paroolo or 	 cxt,on':1$:1 I !IA normll 	nnd 
tizovolue,  

4, luring tho timo I r con.2ine 1 wdig.) numormw ooiiplaiutti 
vlat te cAneva Convent 	TMI-eot ts:D1r:g cor4lioa i tvithout 

60 	I do uot knon tho nAmo c;f the )_t2j.an 	CoLzimantiom or All 
rWeaGatativ;!) of the Itn11.AnovcavitkJi 

Ocira.6 
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The waif; one CxA'abillicri 0,1cwd rAt thin )Li) 17110 
brutca to priaoncro 	v)klr whoe -A,7Aroc :c do no 

know but -;:ho wrors about film foot.eight .inchec in height, e..i7 
:tout buiad with ruggod 	 fr.dr hvdr. 	110 vflo tNbout 

	

Qgc and woro hvo ;tripe 	U epoi. brolzon 1W113).1 
vit VD. hmrloall accent. 

I romomber Mr. NOOPL&, 	7.049DC-4 ?,nd tvio otY,Acr 
iiviavise being chained to vin alcetvio liL;ht 	u.n puniqh- 
cileAtI did not ex:tun:11y ow) t 

, 
HZ ")N.  the aaid jilIEB D0174-4BY 	; \ 

Kt 	:..: .z.iais Gm:don:II in tht Olt:; 	) 
el! 	:'-::. ',1.1145TAII this twenty-fourth r 
dal oi Juls7 1945, 	 ) 	 jAitIS DownEY. 

113PME HE 

HATIICP4EDAII, Captaly., 
Lof...;a1 Steg-j., 

Ailitr)xy ::irtu o. 
Ogfice of the Judge Ad%I.Z.)0;Ato 
LONDON, S.W.1. 



43. 

IN THE MATTER OF : 
	 1965 

The ill-treatment of prisoners of war and breaches 
of the Geneva Conventions, 1929, at Camp No.52 at 
Ohiavari from December, 1941, to April, 1943 

AFFIDAVIT 

T, D/L 13757 Leading Steward JASPER DONALD GODBr,ER, 52 Mess, 
Crew, H.M.. "Forth", C/o G.P.O. London, with a home 
address at 12 South Road, Wyke Regis, Weymouth, Dorset, make 
oath and say as follows ;- 

1. I was captured in the Gulf of Sirte on 30th June 1941 (sic) 
After spells at Benghazi and Tarhuna I was shipped via Tripoli 
to Taranto on board the "Neptunia". On arrival, I was sent to 
a Transit Camp at Capua (then un.numbered, but since, I believe 
Numbered Fe). I left the latter camp on or about 1st December 
1941 for P.G. Camp No.52 at Ohiavari (from which I was 
repatriated early in April, 1943). 

2. I have perused the Affidavit sworn by Chief Petty Officer 
George Lanham on 16th June 1945. I corroborate what he nays an 
to the general condition at Camp No.52, with the following 
comments. 

3. As regards paragraph 2, sub-paragraph 5, of the said 
Affidavit, I agree that there was, at first, great neglect of 
the sick; but, latterly, with the arrival of two New Zealand 
?.Os. and the opening of a sick bay, things improved. The medical 
staff were mainly dependent on the Red Cross for their supplies, 
as the Italians supplied little or nothing in the way, of medical 
supplies or equipment. 

4. Food rations were grossly inadequate after "Black Friday" 
(the day on which rations were halved at the Carp, as well, I 
believe, as at the other P.G. Ca'ips throughout Italy): after this 
out in rations we had only one meal a day. The Camp Commandant 
(an Italian officer, with a limp, whose name I cannot now recall) 
was well disposed towards prisoners of war, for example, he 
expressed his displeasure in no uncertain way if he found the 
canteen under-stocked. 

5. I do not know anything of the incident referred to in 
paragraph 4, sub-paragraph (h) of the said Affidavit. As regards 
sub-paragraph (a), I recall a fat private of the carabiniere 
(whom we knew as "Pinto Pete") who used to make a practice of 
kicking recaptured escapees and those who brewed tea in their 
tents. As rewards sub-paragraph (c), I heard shots fired and 
saw the wounded prisoner being carried to the sick bay; but I 
did not actually witness the shooting. 

SWORN at Weymouth in the ) 
County of Dorset this 11t1  
day of August 1945 

J.D. GODBR, 

Before me, 
WILLIAM D. FURNIS3. 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 
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IN THE MATTER OF : 
	 1966 

The ill-treatment of Prisoners of "Jar and breaches 
of the Geneva Conventions, 192o, at Canr No.52 
Chiavari, Genoa from about mid-December 1'441 to 
March 1142 

AFFIDAVIT 

No. 2937953 Private THOMAS HEN7ERSON, Pioneer Corps, 
attached No .10 A.F.V. Depot, R.A.O.C., Georgetown, Renfrewshire, 
with a home address at No.11 Sweethill Terrace, Oarnbroe, 
Ceatbridge, Lanarkshire, make Oath and say as follows :- 

le 	I was captured and taken prisoner of war at "Hellfire 
Pass" on 15th June 1941. After spending some time at Croma 
and Benghazi, I was taken to Tarhuna, which I reached about 
the beginning of August 1941. I remained there about six weeks 
and was then sent to Taranto.  by hospital ship via Tripoli. On 
arrival, I was sent to Camp No.AR at Capua, from which, after 
about three months, I was transferred to Camp No.52, Chiavari, 
Genoa, where I remained another three months. I was then 
transferred to Camp No.A5, Gravina 

2. At Camp No.52, about 5000 prisoners of war were 
accommodated in huts, about 50 to a hut. We slept on two-tier 
beds and were each provided with a mattress and two blankets. 

3. Red (Irons parcels arrived fairly regularly at weekly 
intervals and each parcel was shared between 7 men. 

4. At this  camp the carabinieri made a practice of searching 
for and confiscating the personal effects of prisoners of war 
Suits of pyjamas and Red Cross supplies wore particularly the 
subjects of their depredations. 

5. About a month aftermy arrival at thin Camp, I was walking 
round the compound when I heard a shot fired. I went to 
investigate and I saw a prisoner of war being carried away by 
one of the guards. The prisoner of war was a New Zealander 
private soldier (name and unit unknown) and it was made out 
that he had been trying to escape. Other New tealanders who 
were with him when he was shot and whose names and units I do 
not know said that he had been collecting fuel to make tea, 
that he was nowhere near the trip wire, that on being called 
on he put up his hands and that he was thereupon shot. 

SWON by the said Thomas Henderson ) 
at Paisley in the County of Renfrew 
t'oin fourteenth day of June 1945 

Before me, 
THOMAS HUNTER. 

Notary Public. 

THOIIAS HENDERSON 



•I17 ThE 	OF TH1: ILL-`21(.4,ATIENT CF.BEITISE PRISONERS 
OF VAR .4:13.) BREACHES OF `21-.E GIVEVA. CCITVEI.TTIOI: 1929 AT 
CA.:P P.G.52 CFIAVARI 	ocToBla  194.2 to 	 194_3. 

British Irational Office Charge 	 I/13 4.3 

United 17ations •;a2. Crimes Commission Reference: 

AFFIDAVIT 

1967 

 

I, VoILLIA/IJOIir HOOP1E, of 11.2 Saint Richard's hoad, Great ..ongeham, near Deal, 
Kent, 1.AK;i: Oidli 'A:7D SAY AS PGLL0'.IS: 

1 	In 194.1 I was serving in E.1:.S. Lereward as a UAiFI canteen assistant. 	The 
ship was sunk and I was in the water for about six and a half hours until picked 
up by an Italian M.T.Et. 	Jith other members of the crew I was taken to IIHOLES as 
a prisoner of war and later to CiTUA and L;LIAVARI camps. 

2 	In December 194.1 when I was at ChIAVAld I was quartered with other sailors 
in a hut. Stoker Bindon and I were asked to go and play Ludo with some Army 
prisoners of war. ■ ie did not hear the bugle for the 8 p.m. roll-call and were 
still with the soldiers when some Italian guards came to the but and found us there. 
The camp interpreter was fetched. I do not remember his name but was told that he 
had spent some time at Oxford University before the war. lie told us to go back to 
our own but and that we were to report to the carabinieri the next day. he took 
our names and bed. numbers. 

3 	Stoker Bindon and I reported to the carabinieri but about 2.30 p.m. on the 
following day. 	were taken to two telegraph poles outside the camp and made to 
put our arms behind us round the poles. Our wrists were then chained together on 
the far side of the pole. T:o violence was used against us but we were left there 
for two to three hours. 

4. 	On the next day at the same time the punishment was repeated. I understood 
that it was to have lasted for three days but the interpreter told us that it had 
been cancelled. 

5 	Vie were never g.ven any form of trial or asked to state our defence. On the 
first day the weather was bad and we were exposed to heavy rain. Stoker Bindon 
had a bad pair of shoes on and his feet were soaked. The clothes of both of us 
were also soaked and we were standing in the mud. •i2he position was uncomfortable 
and when the chains were removed from our wrists there were marks on the skin 
which remained for some hours after our release. 

6 	There were three carabinieri concerned but I never knew their names. 	Cne 
was a corporal and the others were privates. The corporal was about thirty-five 
years of age, well built, about five feet five inches tall with fresh complexion 
and brownish hair. I should say that the second man was just under six feet tall. 
lie spoke English with an American accent. his build was hefty and his hair was 
turning grey. The third man was very dark with a black moustache. He was a 
shade bow-legged and was short - about five feet in height. he was also a middle-
aged man. 

7 	I also remember in the same camp an incident with a Marine Mills. The 
carabinieri came to search our but and i:axine i:ills who was outside was caught 
getting back into the but through the window. he was doing this to hide a home-
made :wife which he used to cut up bread etc. The carabinieri took him away to a 
punishment cell and left him there without any food or bed for over twenty-four 
hours. I tried to take him a meal made from a iced Cross parcel but I was not 
allowed to give it to him. 	l'he weather was cold and there was no heating in the 
cell. when he came out he wa.s in an exhausted condition and shivering from the 
cold. He was never given any form of trial. The two members of the carabinieri 
described above (other than the corporal) were also concerned with this incident. 
Marine Mills came back to the United Kingdom at the same time as I did. 
SWORN by the above-named 	JOHTI froplaz ) 
at 6 Spring Gardens in the City of ..;estminster ) (Srid) 
this third day of July 1945 
BLAU I.1.; 	(3gd) RIUTORILIDAIT Captain 	Filitary Department, 

Legal Staff 	Office of the Judge advocate 
London 	 General. 
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IN THE MATTER OP : 
	

1968 
The ill-treatment of prisoners of war and breaches 
of the Geneva Conventions, 122, at Camp No.52 at 
Ohiavari during the period from December 1241 to 
about February 1942 

AFFIDAVIT 

I, D/J.1109fi1, Chief Potty Officer LEOM1RD CHARLES HOOTO! 
of H.U.:;. "Eafin", Blyth, Northumberland, with a home address 
at 39 Richland Road, Liverpool 13, make oath and say as follows: 

1. I was captured in the Gulf of Sirte on 31st July 1941. 
After a spell at Benghazi and Tarhuna, I was shipped to Taranto 
where I arrived on 4th September 1941 or thereabouts. I was 
taken to a prisoner of war camp at Capua, which I left for 
Camp No.52, Chiavari, on or about 4th December 1941. I was 
transferred from the latter camp to Camp No.59 at Servigliano 
in or about February 1942. 

2. I have perused the Affidavit sworn by Chief Petty Officer 
George Lanham on the lAth June 104 5 and I confirm what he says 
in para.2 sub-para.2 to sub-para.5 and in para.4 subt%paras.(a) 
and (d) of his said Affidavit. A Staff Sergeant Mitchell was 
in charge of the Sick Bay and the neglect of the nick was 
largely due to his dereliction of duty. 

3. The harsh and brutal treatment of prisoners of war began 
shortly before I and R.S.H. Barker left the Camp and it was, I 
believe, in consequence of the protests we made against such 
treatment that we were sent away 

4. About two days before I was transferred to Servigliano, a 
Staff Sergeant who was a saddler in the R.A. (who was in charge 
of one of the huts) came to report the following incident to me 
and R.S4M. Barker. 

5. The door of the but had been arranged to close automatically 
by means of a brick and pulley. 	For a check paraJe, the 
occupants had been ordered to the hut. The last prisoner of 
war (whose name I do not know but who accompanied Staff Sergeant 
Saddler to make the report) let the door go and a carabiniere 
(name unknown) considered that he had been insulted because the 
door shut in his face. 

8. 	The carabiniere had entered the but in considerable rage, 
with his revolver drawn, and had selected a prisoner of war 
(name unknown) more or less at random. Two carabinieri had 
taken that man away to their own quarters (beneath which were 
cells) situated on the outskirts of the Camp. 

7. 	When we had hearj the explanation of the man who 
accompanied the Staff .Sergeant referred to in paragraph 4, 
R.S.M. Barker and 	Shimmin (a Chief Clerk) and myself 
went down to the Canp entrance and saw the officer of the day, 
the Duke of Catania, also an Italian Lieutenant Allesandra 
Teres-6a of Bari (The Yank) Camp Interpreter. 

R. 	We accompanied this officer to the Carabinieri Headquarters 
and found in the cells the man who had been arrested. The 
latter informed us that the carabiniere who had considered 
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himself insulted hal beaten him on '.he back with the leather 
thong of his revolver. He had weals on' his back which bore 
out his story. 

	

q. 	We asked the Officer of the day to take cognizance of 
the facts, but he declined to do so. 	We then made a formal 
written protest to Geneva (copies to the Camp Commandant, 
the British Red Cross and the Swiss Red Cross). Nothing came 
of our protest, anl the next day, I, C.S.M. Mantle (who.had 
escaped and been retaken about a fortnight before) and Cpl. 
Vilisied (of Migdlesex Yeomanry, the Interpreter) were 
transferred to 3ervigliano. The latter camp was alleged to be 
a punishment camp and we were sent there labelled "pericoloso" 
(which meant that we were not to be entrusted with any position 
of responsibility). I believe, R.S.M. Barker went to Gravina, 
a week later, similarly labelled. 

	

. 1.0 . 	Sergeant Weaver, R.A.?. was also beaten up whilst on this 
camp by the same Carabiniero. We were refused permission to go 
and see him and I left just after he was sentenced to thirty 
days solitary. R.S.M. Barker received fifteen days solitary 
as a punishment for not reporting the Sergeant as being absent. 

	

11. 	Owing to our complaints re bad food, accommodation, lack 
of clothing etc. an  Italian General came up to the Camp from 
Rome but I do not know the results of his visit because I went 
to Servigliano just after his arrival. 

SWORN at 15 Stanley Street ) 
Blyth in the County of 
Northumberland this 31st dal  
of July 1945 

L.C. HOOTON. 

Before me, 
J.L. YARWOOT1. 

A Commissioner for oaths. 
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1970 
The ill-treatment of British prisoners of war and 
breaches of the Geneva Conventiona 1929 at Camp 
No.52 at Chiavari during the period November 1941 
to March 1943 

AFFIDAVIT 

I, GEORG7 LANHA;.i, Chief Petty Officer, C/J.106170 at 
present at H.M.S. "Royal Katherine" . and with a permanent 
address at 111, Fortor Road, Gosport, H'.ntn, make Oath and 
nay an folowo 

1. 	I wan Chief Petty Officer on the uubmai'ino H.M.S. 
"Cachalot" when she was captured off Benghazi, -ibya, on 30th 
July 1941. I wan taken in succession to Benghazi and Tahuna, 
Tripoli, and eventually to Camp No.6P at Capua, Italy, 
arriving there about mid-September 1941, and I stayed there 
until the last week in November 1941 when I was sent on to 
Camp No. 52 at Chiavari. 

I was kept prisoner of war at Camp No.52 at Chiavari from 
about the end of November 1941 until March 1943 when I wan 
repatriated. 

The conditions in this camp during thin period were very 
beri indeed. 

The accommodation was huts which were not rain-proof. 

The food supply consisted of ono roll and a vegetable 
ekilly once in every 24 hours and once a week a stow with meat. 

There wan groat neglect of the sick. There was no proper 
medical inspection, or accommodation for the sick or medical 
supplies. 

3. I know Stoker P/O. G.7. Sells,P.K.X.97055 well: he was 
a shipmate of mine on the H.M.S. "Cachalot"; he arrived at the 
said Camp at Chiavari during December 1941. Ho was then very 
ill indeed and complained of great pain in the rectum but the 
Ttalian medical officers neglected him and it was not until hie 
friends got him into the Camp Infirmary, that an inspection 
was made and he was operated upon. Ho lay in the Infirmary 
very ill for several months and ho told mo hie pain and 
eufferine wore interee and largely due to neelect before and 
after the operation. 

I cannot now give the namea, ranks, or Units of any of 
the Itrtlian medical officers. 

4. Al to the treatment of prisoners of war by those in 
command at the said camp at Chiavari it was very harsh and 
brutal. 

(a) If there was an attempted escape, several prisoners would 
be taken from the but in which those whc herd so attempted 
were lodged, and they would be put through third degree 
treatment; the Italian officers handing theT, o4'er to the 
guards with orders to beat them to make them 	Jaws and 
ear-drums were somti-len broken on ouch occaeione. T cenet 
now rive dates or namee of victims, nor of the offieer- 
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giving such orders or the guards 30 employed. 

(b) T remember the case of Lance-corporal Allen being b-aton 
by guards L'or rofusing to tell how a :;oath African prisoner flf 

had-escai,,l. I cannot give the date of tho said incident 
nor can T rive Larticulars as to his assailants. I did .lot 
witnoss the incident myself, but it was comHon talk in the 
Camp while I vise there. 

(c) in the autumn of 194:2., a New Zea3ander, a newcomer, whose 
na'le, rank and Unit I cannot now ro-iember reached thrrAlc;h the 
trip wires to 	a piece of firewood. A sentry fired without 
warning and woundel the said prisoner and then fired twice 
more. The said prisoner was very severely injured and took 
two months to recover. I did not witness the said incident 
and I cannot now remember who my informants were but the 
incident was co7non talk in the Camp at the time. 

(d) I rerember also the case of Downey; an Irishman, an 
abll-seanan, or stoker, a survivor from the destroyer 
"Hernward". I was told by several fellow prisoners of war, 
their names, ranks and Units I cannot now remember, that tho 
said nowney wrote a letter home containing words of ridicule 
with regard to !usaolini. I heard that he was kept in prison 
for about 100 clays without trial. 

RIV2T' at Songwardon in the) 
Country of Germany this 	 G70RGE LANHAM. 
lAth day of June 1945 

Before me, 
B.F. 7,77!737. 

Commander Royal Navy. 
A Commissioner for oaths. 

4. 
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Ili THE MATTER JP 

The ill—treatment of British 
prisoners of war and breaches 
of the Geneva Uonventions 1929 
at Camp No.52 at Chiavari during 
the period November 1941 to 
March 1943 

A?FIDAVI 

. of . 

C.P.O. GIMIGE LANHAid 

THIS TR1!;ASURY SOLICITOR. 
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IN THE MATTER OF :- 
	 1973 

The ill.treatment of prisoners of war and breaches 
of the Geneva Conventions, 1929, at Camp No.52 at 
Ohiavari from December 1941 to May 1942. 

A F F I D A V I T. 

I, 7913891, Lance-Corporal ARNOLD ADOLPH LAZARUS, 'CI 
Squadron 1 S. & T. Regiment, R.A.C., Tilgate, near Crawley,Suesex 
with a home addree3 at 30 Redbourne Avenue, Finchley, N.3., 
make oath and say as follows :- 

1. I was captured at eort Capuzzo on 15th June 1941. After 
spells at Gazala, Benghazi and Tarhuna, I was shipped via 
Tripoli to Taranto and was thence taken to a P.G. Camp at 
Capua (from which, on 4th December 1941, I was transferred to 
a P.G. Camp, later Nod. 52 at Chiavari). I left the latter 
Camp on 25th May 1942 for Camp No.65 at Gravina. 

2. I have perused the Affidavit of Chief Potty Officer 
"eorge Lanham, sworn on 16th June 1945, and I confirm what 
he says as to conditions at the said Camp at Chiavari, with 
the following comments. 

3. As to paragraph 2, sub-paragraph 4, of the said Affidavit, 
the food position became particularly bad after a date in 
March 1942 ("black Friday") when rations were reduced to a 
third of the former issue. One man died (I believe of 
malnutrition): this was Lance-Corporal Butcher, Royal Corps 
of Signals, who, to the best of my recollection, had been 
attached to G.H.Q., 2nd Armoured brigade. 

4. As to sub.paragraph 5 of the said paragraph 2, I agree 
that medical attention was poor: but there was limited 
accommodation in the Camp Infirmary, and the sick who could 
not be accommodated there were sent to hospital. 

5. k cannot confirm paragraph 3 and Paragraph 4 subparagraphs 
(a) and (b) of the said affidavit. I think these must relate 
to a period after my leaving the Camp. 

6. As to paragraph 4, sub-paragraph (c) of the said Affidavit, 
I recall the case of a New Zealander being shot: I did not 
witness the incident, but I heard of it from the Camp Leader, 
Sub-Conductor barker, R.I.A.O.0. The following is the gist 
of what he told me: the but in which the New Zealander was 
house was contiguous to the wire enclosure; beyond that 
enclosure and parallel to it was another enclosure the two 
enclosures being some five yards apart. The New Zealander 
jumped from the window of his but into the space between the 
enclosures, possibly to pick up wood. The Guard shouted; the 
New Zealander put his hands up and was thereupon shot and 
slightly wounded. He was removed to hospital and the guard 
who fired the shot was, I believe, court-martialled. 

7. As to paragraph 4, sub-paragraph (d), of the said 
Affidavit, Downey was kept in a detention tent for about 5 
months of the time I was at Chiavari. I also understood that 
this was a punishment for having written a letter from con-
taining words of ridicule regarding Mussolini. 

8. We had very little clothing and suffered from exposure. 
Later, Red Cross parcel:; of boots and clothing came through; 
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but the Italians would not let LW have any unless we handed 
in another pair of boots or similar clothing. There were 
prisoners at Chiavari who never had any boots. The guards 
themselves were in a terrible state for clothing and 
particularly for boots. 

9. For a short time, the Italians took all coffee from our 
Red Cross parcels: this was by way of reprisal, because Italian 
prisoners of war were said to be getting no coffee. 

10. There were two prisoners of war who had each had a leg 
amputated; one of them was Sergeant Pat Arnold of the D.L.Ils; 
these two men were sent to the Camp from Caserta Hospital 
and had to live under much the same conditions as the rest 
of us until they were repatriated. 

11. There was a change in Camp Commandants in or about 
eebruary or larch 1942: the successor in that office was a 
man with a limp who had a good reputation among the prisoners 
of war. I was chairman of the entertainment committee and 
he gave us a lot of help. He also saw to it that the canteen 
was kept well-stocked with fruit, candy-bars cigarettes etc. 

SWOhN at Richmond in the County ) 

	

of York 	this 23rd day of August ) 	A.A. LAZARUS 
194b. 

Before me, 

F.C. HODGSON 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 

2. 



IN THE :;TATTER OF 
	 1975 

The ill.treatment of British prisoners of war and 
breaches of the Geneva Conventions 1929 at Camp 
N0.52 at Chiavari, Italy, during the period about 
28th August 1942 to about 14th August 1943 

AFp'iDAVI  T. 

I, WILLIAM BRIAN de LAVAL LUSK, Captain, New Zealand Medical 
Corps at present at Recaptioll Depot, New Zealand Expeditionary 
Force, United Kingdom care of 14aw Zealand Army Post Office, 
Margate, Kent, and with a permanent address of 76, St. Andrews 
Road, Auckland, New Zealand, S.E.3. make oath and say as 
follows 

1 	I was taken prisoner of war on the 28th November 1941 at 
Sidi Rasegh and was from there taken to Benghazi where I stayed 
five days: thence to Brindisi whore I was in ,,,ospital for a 
time and thence to Bari, Italy, whore I arrived about 28th 
January 1942. I remained at Bari until about 2nd March 1942: 
from there went to Camp No.38 Poppi where I stayed from about 
2nd garch 1942 to about 28th August 1942: and from there was 
sant to Camp 52 at Chiavari. 

2. 	i was prisoner of war at Camp 62 at Chiavari from about 
28th August, 1942 to about 14th August 1943. The conditions in 
the said Camp during that period were as follows 

There were some 3,000 other ranks in the camp and I weo 
there as Medical Officer. The camp was very overcrowded: the men 
were housed in huts which were in a very poor leaky conditions 
the camp was very badly pathed and in the winter most of it 
became a bog. As regards food, the daily ration was some 200 
grammes of bread with a vegetable skilly once a day: plus the 
allotment of cheese and jam) the men could on occasions buy 
fruit and chocolate if they had the means to do so. Without 
Red Cross Parcels the other ranks only had some 1,200 to 1,500 
calories a day, which meant slow starvation. The fact that Red 
Cross parcels of food and clothing were issued, alone accounts 
for the fact that the majority of British prisoners of war got 
through the ordeal alive. There was a certain amount of disease 
in the camp and there were two Italian medical Officers. The 
medical supervision equipment and supplies provided by the 
Italians would have been quite insufficient to cope with the 
situation. With the Red Cross supplies WU were just able to 
get through, but we never had sufficient quinine or quinine 
substitute and the Italians did not supply the deficiency. 

3. 	During my stay at the said camp 1  got to know Regimental 
Sergeant Major Bates, a South African. He told mu that prior 
to my arrival he had been caught trying to escape anA had been 
badly beaten by trio carabiniere. 

STORN at 12 King Edward. Street in the) 
City of Oxford this 3rd day of August) 	V.B. de L. LUCK 

1945 
Before laiv  

U. HoWES LINNLL 
A Commissioner for Oaths. 
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IN THE MATTER OF :- 

The ill-treatment of British Prisoners of war and 
breaches of the Geneva Conventions 1929 at Camp No.52 
at Ohiavari during the period between December 1941 
and October 1942 

AFFIDAVIT 

GLYN ERNEsT:SELLS, Stoker Petty 
present at No.a Mess, H..S. "Dolphin", 
a permanent address "Glyncrisn, Village 
make Oath and say as follows :- 

Officer, PKX 87055, at 
Gosport, Hants, and with 
Road, Alverstoke, Gosport, 

1. I was a stoker on board the submarine H.M.S. "Cachalot" when 
she was captured off Benghazi, Libya, on 30th July 1941. I was 
taken prisoner to Benghazi. From there I went to Tahuna, Tripoli, 
and thence was shipped to Italy, arriving at Camp No.fifi at Oapua 
about 18th September 1241. 

2. I was kept at the said Camp at Oapua from about the 18th 
September to the 5th October 1941: was then sent to Caserta Hospital 
nearby for about two months returning to Capua in December 1941 
where I stayed a further week. I was then sent on to Camp No.52 
at Ohiavari. 

3. I reached Camp No. 52 at Ohiavari just before Christmas 1941 
and stayed there until March 1943 when I was repatriated. 

I lay for about a fortnight in this camp in such pain from the 
rectum that I could not walk or sit down and no Italian medical 
officer would visit me. Eventually my mates got me into the Camp  
infirmary where the medical officer made an inspection and found 
that I had double fistula in an advanced state. They operated on 
me but without any anaesthetic; the any was indescribable. I 
was laid up helpless in the infirmary for eight months: was carried 
once a day to the doctor but had no proper nursing or attention. 
The food was the same as in the camp referred to later herein. 

After three months I was sent from the infirmary back to the 
said Camp but I could not walk; the stitches pulled, and the wound 
had not healed. I could get no treatment from the medical officer. 
A friend of mine put me in the quartermaster's store and nursed 
me back. I was laid up ten months altogether. 

As to the general conditions at the said Camp : 

We were housed in huts which were not watertight: there was 
a constant trickle of water through the roof in bad weather. 

The food was very inadequate; one roll and a vegetable skilly 
once in 24 hours and once a week a stew with meat. One of our 
medical officers, a Now Zealander, Captain Lunk, told me of many 
oases of negleot and ill-treatment by the Italian medical officers 
which resulted in deaths which should never have occurred. 

The treatment of the prisoners of war by those in command and 
the guards was brutal in the extreme. There were constant cases 
of wounding and assaulting by the guards on the slightest pretext 
and often for no apparent reason. 



I can vouch for the following specific instances :- 

(a) Lance Corporal Allen was beaten by the guards for refusing 
to tell how a South African prisoner of war had escaped. 

(b) During the summer of 1942 there was a plan by some of the 
prisoners of war to escape by means of a tunnel. The plan was 
disclosed to the authorities by a traitor and the guards found 
the tunnel and three prisoners in it. They were badly beaten 
and wounded by the guards with ;dun butts. Seven other 
prisoners of war surrendered to save further brutality and 
they were treated by the guards in the same way. 

(c) In the autumn of 1942 a New Zealander, a newcomer (whose 
name, rank and unit I cannot now remember) reached through the 
trip wires to get a piece of firewood. A sentry fired, without 
warning, and wounded the sail prisoner and then fired twice 
more. Tho said prisoner was very severely injured and took 
two months to recover. 

(d) I remember also the case of Downey, an Irishman, an Able 
Seaman or Stoker, a survivor from a destroyer H.M.S. "Heroward" 
who wrote in a letter some words of ridicule regarding 
Mussolini. He was kept in prison for 100 days without trial. 

SWG/N at Portsmouth in the) 
County of Hants this 31st 
	

G.E. SELLS. 
day of May 1945 

Before me, 
GUY M. BOULTON 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 

1977 
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IN THE MATTER OF :- 

The ill-treatment of British 
prisoners of war and breaches of 
the Geneva Conventions 1929 at 
Camp No.52 at Chiavari during the 
period between December 1941 and 
October 1942. 

AFFIDAVIT 

- of - 

GLYN ERNEST SELLS, Stoker 
Petty Officer. 

•••••■••■•■••••■ 	 

THE TREASURY SOLICITOR. 
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Tr 	MATT7R 	 1979 
T1.71f3 ill-treatment of nritish prieoners of war and 
brennes nf the Geneva Convention 1929  at Camr No. 

Chiavari from Gctobe. 	*rpterber 194. 

A 	F I ) t. ? I T 

I, 2S58614 Sergeant WILLIA- 	nTRACHAN stationed at the 
Military Establishment ':ilton Hall Peterborough in the County of 
Northampton with permanent ho-e address at 129 Waterville Road Nortt 
Shields in the County of Northunherland, make Oath and say : 

1. On 21st June 1942 'Thilst serving with 3rd Battalion, 
Coldstream Guards I was taken prisoner at Tobruk. I was taken to 
the trnnsit camp at Benghazi and after eleven days in this canp I 
was transferred to Italy by ship. After being in 	Camps at 
capua and Benevento t arrival. about the middle of October 1942 at 
P.-. Can» N0.52 Chlavari 

2. On May 3r3 1943 whilat atill at Chiavari I made an escape by 
bluffing my way out of the camp dressed in civilian clothes and at 
the same time a large fatigue party was bringing into the camp Red 
Croce parcels. About 1100 hours the next Jay I Was recaptured by 
members of ,chi; plain clothes police on the Rome - Turin express at 
Alesandria. I sae handed over to the ?ascsist headquarters in 
Turin and was from there escorted back to Chiavari by carabinieri. 
I arrived back at the ca. ^p just before midday on the 5th May 1943. 

3. I Wr.e interrogated by Ool. Castelli Taddeo who was the Camp 
Commandant and ea' ter ouoatiening •,ts handed over to the 
Oarabinieri. The colonel told me I had committed a crime and said 
I muat be pur.ishel. He did not p;ive M9 a trial or award me any 
particular punishment. I '7as then taken to the carabinieri jail 
on the outskirts of the camp by a Bitkradier whose christian name 
was Guild° and Carabinieri  Ranesan, Di Martini, Marigini and another 
whose no I do not know. On arrival inside the jail I was put 
into a cell and stripped completely nahld by all the Italians I 
have named. I resisted-forcibly and there was a general scuffle 
during which I was kicked many ttaes. When they had stripped me 
they handcuffed me and the Brgadior hit no across the jaw with 
hia fist and aoked if I could speak either German or Italian. I 
said I could not apenk either. He then decided to speak what 
little 7nglioh he know and asked me who had assisted me to escape. 
I said that I had had no assistance and thereupon he stood away 
and the guards began to beat me with rifle butts and fists. I 
fell down under the weight of the blows many times but was lifted 
up by them each tirse and beaten anain. The four guards I have 
mentioned were concerned in this. i remember my brain becoming 
hazy and the last thing I remember is one of the guards kicking 
me in the side as T lay on the ground and I lost consciousness. 
When I regained conscious-nests it was dark. My clothing was on me 
an'? I waa handcuffed. The buttons had been cut off my clothing. 

4. The next day I was given bread and water at about 1100 hours. 
In the afternoon the same party came to my cell including the 
Brigadier. He asked me the same questions as to who helped me to 
escape and I gave•him the same answer "No one". I was again 
stripped and beaten by the guards in similar manner to the day 
befor,. I a7ain lost consciouaneon. 

5. This treat'iert went on for six Jays although T cannot 
remember it all claarly as I was unconscious most of the tine. 
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) 	suppose I must have been breueht bread and water each day but 1 
cannot remember the events of tho-, e six days very clearly. 

• On the seventh day I was left alone and given the normal issue 
of prisoner of wrx food. I reouested an interview with the Camp 
Leader and :edical Officer but this was refused probably because 1 
was so badly bruised. OY,  the 1(th day in this cell Colonel Castoili 
Taddeo visited me accompanied by his son a student and Captain 
Galleeni the interpreter. 	Captain Roaso a Fascist Captain of the 
Cap Staff responsible for the carabinieri was also present. I was 
asked by the colonel if I would promise not to escape and I refused 
pointing out that it was my duty to do so. He said if I would not 
cause any trouble he would let me go back to the camp and be left 
alone. I asked how long I was to be kept in the cell and he replied 
at least 30 days. There is no doubt in my mind that he knew of the 
illtreatment I had received at the hands of the carabinieri for the 
reasons appearing in para.11 of this my affidavit. Until the 30th 
day I was kept in solitary confinement in this cell but after the 
interview on the lAth day I was allowed books and Red Cross parcels. 
On the 31st day after being confined in the cell I was allowed to 
return to the prisoner of war compound. I reported the circumstances 
of my ill-treatment to Captain Burns, 

	

7. 	After my return to the compound .I was ordered to report to the 
guard room four times per day at certain times from then on 
permanently. One day I was ten minutes late in reporting at noon. 
I was immediately placed in arrest and put into the same cell. At 
2130 hours in the evening Ramesan and Mangini came in with a hose-
pipe. I was made to strip and was then given a bath. Ramesan said 
that was the treatment the British gave to Italian priooners. I was 
then handcuffed and given my khaki shorts and le !'t for the night. 
There were no drains to the cell and no bed. I had therefore to 
spend the night sitting on a window ledge because of the water on the 
floor of the cell. After three days I was released again. 

	

B. 	On the armistice being signed in September 1947 Colonel Taddeo 
informed the Camp Leader 	Shimmins that he would protect the 
prisoners of war from the Germans providing the camp leader ordered 
everyone not to try and escape under threat of Court Martial in 
England. The camp Leader accepted this and gave the order. Italian 
camp sentries wore doubled and the Camp Leader detailed two South 
African Police patrols inside the wire. The next morning the 
Germans arrived and took over the camp without any resistance from 
Colonel Taddeo or his guards. The carabirieri prevented a number of 
prisoners escaping before the Ger'mans actually took up their pos:_tion. 

9. The same day I escaped into the hills by getting through the 
wire. 

10. Colonel Taddeo and his on accepted office when the Republican 
Fascists were reformed. Political prisoners were confined there. - 
!7n ow this because I was operating in the area with the Matteo Brigade 
composedof partisans. In May 1944 this Brigade was relieved all these 
prisoners and Colonel Taddeo took refuge in the hills to avoid court 
martial by the Fascists. 

11. On a day in June I net Colonel Taddeo and his son in the hills 
near San Columbaco and I drew my revolver intending to shoot him on 
the spot. I was prevented by my friends who were with me. I 
accused him of being reopensible for my ill-treatment out in the camp 
He admitted he knew of it but said that even though he was Commandant 
he could not dictate the policy of the carabinieri. He was in a very 
nervous condition and broke down and wept. We left him to his fate. 

12. I joined the Allied forces on November 23rd 1c144, 

SWORN by the above named WILLIV HUI7T7R 
STPACHAN at P Spring Gardens in the 
City of Westminster this qth day of 	

STRACKA . 

June 1.9451  Before me 
7.J. Rendle. Major Lej,a1 Staff 

J.A.019 Office. 

3E3. 
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ill.troatinert of British ,srlsoner. of 1Nar and 
braaallas of the f.asneva Convan'tions 1::aa at Can-a 
N0.52.at Cniavari during 	la43. 

AFt.'IDAVI  T. 

1, WILL1AL HUNTLR STRACHAN, No.2653614, Sergeant 
Ooldstrear Guards, with a present address of Lilton nail, 
Peterboroujh, and a permanent address of 129, Waterville 
Road, North Shields, Northumberland, ne'70 cath and say as 
follows 

1. On the 21st June 1942 I was taken prisoner at Tobruk, 
Libya, and was from there sent to Benghazi, where I stayed 
4 days in an Officers camp and 11 days in an O.R. Carom, and 
was then sent via Brindisi to Camp No.66 	Capua, Italy. 
On leaving Camp No.66 at Capua, I was sort to Camp No. 137 
at Benevento arriving there late in August 1942. From there 
I was sent to Camp No.52 at Chiavari. 

2. I was prisoner of war at Camp No.52 Chiavari from the 
middle of October 1942 until 9th September 1943. The 
Commandant in the eaid Camp during that period was one Colonel 
Taddeo Castelli, his adjutant Was Lt. Savateri, and one of the 
s'eibior'offibere was Captain —dozzo, a very ardent Fascist. 

3. On kay 3rd 1943, I escaped from the said Camp at Chiavari 
alone during the day at about 8.30 a.m. I got away and 
travelled as far as Alessandria, but was there caught by the 
secret police who took-me to Turin. I was interrogated and 
sent back to Chiavari and was taken before the Commandant, 
the said Colonel Castelli, who threatened to ahoot me if I did 
not tell him who had assisted me in my escape. I did not give 
anyone_away. The said Colonel then handed me over to the 
carabinieri who imprisoned me in their jail outside the Camp. 
Tlere I was stripped naked and handcuffed. Then the carabinieri 
commenced to boat me up with fists, boots and rifle butts. As I 
lost consciousness the last thing I remember was lying on the 
floor with someone kicking me in the ribs. When I came to, 
I was dressed and handcuffed and all buttons had been removed 
from my clothing. Next day I received bread and water and in 
the afternoon another session of the third degree until I again 
loat aoneciousness. After that I was in such a state that I 
am hazy about the events of the following days but later on I 
worked it out that this treatment lasted for six days during 
which I received only bread and water. On the seventh day I 
received a dixie of stet in the evening and was given my 
blanker.s. Ley applications to see the Ledical Officer or the 
Camp Leader were refused and it was not until the sixteenth 
day that the Camp Commandant visited me. When I complained 
of unfair treatment, he offered me my release if I would give 
my parole. This I refused and asked for my sentence and I was 
informed that I would have to complete 30 days. From that time 
I received  lied Cross Parcel Food, books and exercise each day. 
Those responsible for the said treatment were as follows :. 

Colonel Castelli 
Captain 6ozzo 
Lt. Savateri 

A 
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brigadiere (equivalent to British Warrant Officer) 
! Giuldo. 

This was his Christian name. 1 do not know 
his surname. 

The Carabinieri who took part in the said treatment 
were 

Ramasan (an ordinary policeman) 
kangini (an ordinary rcliceman) 
Di lilartini (an ordinary poli;eman) (I know this man 

is since dead). 

On leaving the said Camp No.52 at Chiavari on the 8th 
September 1943, I wandered for some 14 months in Italy 
before joining the Allied lines on about the 23rd rovember 
1944. During this period Colonel Castelli, his son, and 
Lt. Savateri joined the rascist Republican Army on the staff 
of Camp.52 which was used for the internment of Political 
Prisoners. These three were extremely active in the 
attempts to apprehend ciritisl escaped Prisoners of War 
I have in my possession a ?ascist newspaper called "The 
Republican ielame" dated 15th October 1044 which carries 
a reproduction of a photograph of myself t,Iken by the 
camp authorities on the occasion of my first escape, and 
details of myself which .ould only have been provided by 
Colonel Castelli. 

SWOhN at 45 Priestgate 
Peterborough in the County of ) 
Northampton this 22nd day of ) 
June 1945 

W.H. STRACHAN Sgt. 

before me, 

A.H. MELLOWS 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 
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IN =F.; 	 ;. 

The ill-t..6atment of ”ritish 
cf war and blaches of 

the Gereva Oorrrentions 1929 at 
Camp No.59 at Gh._avari during 
hay 1943, 

Copy 

A il'IDAVIT 

. of 

SGT. V.H. STRACHAF 

THE TREASIN/ SOLIQITOR. 
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UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 
LIKUD KINGDOM CHARGES AGAINST ITAI~'~ WAR CRIMINALS 

CHARGE No.  UK • 1/1343• * 

1. col. kina=zatajaitTaddei, Commandant 
2. Adjutant or second in command. 

3. Personnel in command when illtreatment occurred." 

4, Actual  perpetrators of the cruelty or illtreatment. 

Charges cover a period from December 1941 to October 

1942 but in all  probability some of the charges were 

earlier and later than the above mentioned dates. 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

Place: Camp No.52. Chiavari, Italy. 

No. xxix. 

Breach of Geneva Convention 1929, Sections 2, 9, 10, 
11, 13, 46, 54, 56 and 61. 

Under linglish_law 
(,I )... Wounding  with intent to do  grievous bodily harm, 

(2) Unlawful wounding, 	  

(3) Assault.  

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

Charges in this case are general and particular. 

General charges consist of inhumane treatment; confinement or 
imprisonment; lodgment in buildint„s or huts which did not conform to 
the Convention; insufficient food; insufficient hygienic measures. 

In particular there are cases of illtreatment of named individuals 

The general charges cover a long period which at the moment is 
indefinite but in all probability continue from the start of the Camp, 
whenever that was, up to at least the end of 1942. 

The cases of individual illtreatmont range from December 1941 
to October 1942. 

TI ANSNI 	ED BY 	  

• 
Insert serial number under which the ease is registered in the tiles of the National Office of the accusing State. 

0 	 %W 	 5011 1 44 A.& F.It 1.t I Cp.68S 
1354, 111.115. 

(26921) 	t.1'.1 t.1: 1%1139 5,009 3 41 

(For the Use of the Secretarial) 

Registered Number. 

1984 

Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

(7 CCT 1544 
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PARTICULARS OF ALLEGED CRIME 1985 

 

  

• 
(a) Under War Crimes List Suction XXIX as to illtroatment of 
prisoners-of.war. 

(b) Breaches of (ieneva Convention 1929. 

Section 2. which requires that prisoners of war should be 
numant717-rreated and protected and that measures of reprisals 
against them are forbidden. 

Section 9 under which prisoners of war shall not be confined 
or imprisoned except as a measure indispensable for safety or 
health; and then only so long as circumstances exist which 
necessitate such a measure. 

Section 10 which requires the provision of.buildings or huts 
which will afford all possible safeguards as regards hygiene 
and salubrity. 

Section 11 which requires an adequate food ration. 

Section 13 which requires all necessary hygienic measures and 
cleanliness. 

Section  46 which requires that in the case of disciplinary 
punishment corporal punishment, confinement in premises not 
lighted by daylight, and, in general, all forms of cruelty 
are forbidden. 

Section 54 under which it is provided that imprisonment is the 
mos't severe disciplinary punishment which may be inflicted on 
a prisoner of war; and then the maximum is 30 days. 

Section 56 which requires that establishments in which 
TrOTPlanWry sentences are undergone shall be maintained in a 
good state of hygiene and cleanliness and that the prisoners 
shall have exercise and shall be allowed outdoors for at 
least two hours each day. 

Section 61 which provides that no prisoner of war shall be 
sentenced without being given an opportunity of defending 
himself. 

(c) Under Snglieh law 

(1) Wounding with intent to do grievious bodily harm, or 

(2) Unlawiell wounding, or 

(3) Assault. 

(Continued from Pa6211  

No date . Sells, Stoker. 

See "Interrogation by ;.fiddle if;ast of Exchanged British 
Naval Prisoners of war (iiiarch 1943) No. 010 3/502 3 (PW2A)" 

(Corroborates the general charges of illtroatment and 
reprisals. 

(Copy Interrogation attached hereto) 

In addition to the above witnesses, whose reports on the 
interrogation are attached, there is a general summary of the state 
of affairs in this Camp contained in the report unsigned but headed 
"Conditions in P.O.W. Camps in Italy", being a Report on Conditions  

in P..V:.Camps in Italy, North Africa and Rhodes from information 
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) J. 	Lhf: 

,L; 	:,(1) 	tritqi by the 

. 	The c,;*;ound wrs clear 	it 	 Act was 

read oiat 	was f3ntenced to coil 	 taken 

alay under 	 escat heavily 1-laac]-.c3 to a cell outside 

the caalp after a we - ., he cnale c) c'' to the ca.l.p and w s under 

arrest 	About 12 iiionths afterwards 	was court ulartialla and 

pardoned, during which time he rec, iv d no pay froili thy; Italians. 

O 

• 
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! 	 t) 	 ::i3..La`'d to a 

2ost in vr-ry 	 (s !are'l ff,o;A„ cold viind und one 
• 

day, 11ard rail:, for three CI s , beinn released for the daily 

.Deal only. 	was at C in the srcond weE.k of 

Decealber, 141, the reason liven being that I was not at the 

correct -plce frx being 	Ltnd counted at the correct 

time. 	211( r e err,  no clocks or bugles in the ckt..ip at this 

I protested, but nothing 	of this. 	Lefo.2e I left 

ItA.y, I saw fdy paper, and thi',  was not '- nt-red in on my 

qmishinc_int sheet. 



p:XTTIACT3 	IITTIOCTAT:101T 	1a7D1.21,. 
1WAL PRIS01::,fl r  

4_, 	 L..12 
• r . - 

1988 
0 

BAGITALT e 

During Febniary, 	whi]e I vets :73. -t P.1. 52, 

"C- ACT-ALOT" and Y.A.A.F.I. 

wr:re chained to th, ,loctoic 	polcs outside 

the barb^d wire for a perio0 of amroxiillafrly 24 hours; r^ason - 

for being lfitE. for f chEci: Ilarade. 	All -t,11 -,Love :rientIoned 

ratings 're no'. rx - P.O.”'s. 
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.. ,-,Cil"ZACT FRO— 	'CY" ''1"."" 	. 1 • A.:. 	1.... 	L.) — 	 ' 

KAY 	LI '1 0 ' • ' 	C 	"'. 1 t_.+ 	• 
T 

jy..-kA4"yl: ,LL, Able 	 • 

I 

T •T eliA•• ,•• 

do not -2ersonally kn::)_ of any,-)1 	alL _landeuff(-6 1:0Jt 

know of one Alan 	',led to 	 fol' two hours at 

CHIWAI for bein. 1J.tc  for eheol7 )arad. 	hained durinL; 

month nf C;ctober, 



Oi-1.1A-1.:1 _I for 	 Viy,-7;;; 	,1. -4,- L71) 

wood duriu,..; 	J.  i. 	4.. 	r)-1.4 	 • 

•4.1111011111 
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t:.. 1 , 	 . 7"iv 	L 	6 	• 4,01:AD7 T ID 	1'2 I 
_ 	_ - • _ 	_ •L • 	1 	•• 	•—•"' 	t3:.• 	. ••.-t 

L .T 	Able  
-) • 
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0103/302:L (P..2(a.' 

IXT7RACT 1■1 0M INTXRROG  TION BY,MIDDL EA3T 	EXCHANGM BRIT1$H 
NAVAL 	Isou 	OF .4A1Z71A7.ZCH1943;. 

INTROG_TI07: of ALFRED G. DEADMAN. 

Caiip Wo.:52.1  CHIAVAal. 

D1,1CIPLI. 	Punishment was 

man a chance to defend himself he was "whipped" away by the 

Carabinieri and subjected to ill-tretment to make him talk, 

and maybe to admit a crime 	probably he hadn't coaimitted; 

a type of "Third degree" included o straight fist to the jaw or 

• knee in testacles, or some such similar punishment a man was 

never charged in the same sense as we kno it. 	he Italian 

idea of justice was horribly distorted. 

of a natur, that did not L:..ve a 
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To',AT'ACT from II .Itro;' 0J .121OM: 	 0 
.1)7ISONE OP' , 	104 

-1111 	s0,71-1.,.10). of G. :.3-'1L3, 3tolccr. ".■ 

CALF 71o. 52 C,.1-CCA II . 

The Cwup Commandcr ;/3f3m 3HII:i.:011":; complained in my hearing 

that men were being thrashed, booted and injured in the 

Carallinieri clink, but nothine, hEi.?ocned to make it cease. 
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AD422).1/4. 

0T from Z - TO T 01 k;01:D.1:1:I07-3 	P.O.,. CAY..C..; II: ITALY, 
AP 13A All.) 	 IrFC,11.:ATI07 0Y TII7.-41) 
IAT.D 	 ALLI.D 11 T,07, 

- 	1:o (52.- 

Accomodation eas in stone buildings which were not 

properly roofed for four months. 	Lighting  was good, but there 

was no heating. 

Sanitary and ablution arrangements were not good. 	The 

latrines were 11ways getting  ,blocked up, mainly because they 

could only be flushed when the -eater was on, which was only for 

three hours each day. 	It was only very rarely that hot baths 

were available, and then there was not enough hot water for 

everyone to bath. 

The 	get about half the ration that the guards get, 

but Red Cross parcels arrive regularly and are distributed 

daily, one between seven men;  also the Camp C?nteen stocks 

fruit and vegetables as v,ell as toilet articles end writing 

materials. 

The C.C. is very good and does his best to comply with the 

requests and suggestions of the camp leaders. 	The internal 

administration is entirely in the hands of the prisoners. 	The 

camp leader is VSM 	 who runs the ca .:p as 

a British -reny Cemp. 

There are a number of educational courses in progress in 

the camp, these range from elementary arithmetic to philosophy 

and metallurgy. 	Entertainment is provided by the Draaatic 

Society, the Concert Party and three bands. 

The Camp Canteen is run by the Italians but the profits 

from the canteen go to the ca:Ap Fund which in larch 1943 was 

33,0001ire. 	Monthly exj)enditure from this fund wan about 

4,000 lire. 

Clothing in the cw,lp is very satisfactory, everyone has 

B.D. and there is a reserve in hand for new arrivals. 	roots 

are a serious difficulty, in March 1.,:43 800 pairs were in need 
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of r13A.r and 800 new pairs li,s:re urgently required. 	The Italians 

have not supplied materials for repairs since January 1943. 

Zaterials are received through the Red Cross, but considerably 

more are needed. 

Outdoor di:Liles ire hampered by lack 	space, but Meekly 

sports are held in the Suramer. 	Owing to lack of space large 

supplies of sports gear are nbt needed, but uch things as 

music parts for small bands and books are alWayr, welcomed. 
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PARTICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN Si•PI'ORT 
1, 	 1995 

(a) Under War Crimes List No. XXIX 

December 1941. Bindon, Stoker, C/KX 97290 

See "Interrogation by Middle East of Exchanged British 
Naval Prisoners of war (March 1943)" page 2. 

Handcuffed; chained to a post in bad winter weather for 
three days; being released for the daily meal only. 

(Copy Interrogation attached hereto). 

January 1942. Morgan, C/JX 155615. 

See "Interrogation by Middle Sast of xchanged British 
Naval prisoners of war (:arch 1943"), page 3. 

Heavily manacled to a cell outside the Camp for, apparently, 
one week: and thereafter kept under open arrest for an 
indefinite period. 

(Copy Interrogation attached hereto). 

February 1942. Bagnall, Marine. 

See "Interrogation by Middle East of exchanged British 
Naval Prisoners of war (March 1943)". 

Witnessed Bindon and Hooper being chained to electric 
wire_poles outside the barbed wire for a period of approximately 
24 hours. (It will be observed that this witness puts this 
incident as occurring in February 1942, whereas Bindon, one 
of the sufferers, puts it in December 1941). 

(Copy Interrogation attached hereto). 

October 1942. Campbell, Able Seaman, P/J. 98950 

See "Interrogation by Middle East of Exchanged British 
Naval Prisoners of war (March 1943)". 

Saw a man tied to a telegraph pole. 

No date • Hodge, Able Seaman, D/JX 144765 

See "Interrogation by Middle East of Exchanged British 
Naval prisoners of war (March 1943)". 

Is indefinite but apparently witnessed many cases of 
reprisals. 

(Copy Interrogation attached hereto). 

No date m Deadman (no rank or number given). 

See "Interrogation by Middle East of Exchanged British 
Naval prisoners of war (March 1943) No. 0103/5023 (PW2A)". 

Makes general charges as regards illtreatment and 
reprisals. 

(Copy Interrogation attached hereto). 

(Continued on pale 2)  
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(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 

responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence ; 
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

0- 

(A) As regards the degree of rasponsibility of the accused. 

The first accused, Col. Castelli.Taddei, is believed to 'lave 
been Camp Commandant during the material time. It is not known 
at the moment who his Adjutant or Second in Command was. Their 
responsibility for the proper conduct of the Camp is direct and 
there can be little doubt that the conditions in the Camp 
(detailed hereinbefore under Particulars of alleged Crime) and 
the treatment meted out to the prisoners of war were in gross 
breach of the War Crimes XXIX and the various appropriate 
Sections of the Geneva Convention. 

At present there are no particulars as to who the Officers 
or men were who were concerned with the cases of wounding, 
assault and cruelty, but endeavours will be made to supplement 
the evidence already available by making enquiries of the 
personnel involved.and the witnesses who have already made 
reports and any other who may be available and also the Camp 
records which may now be available. 

(B) Probable defences. 

So far as the High Command is concerned, there would 
appear to be no defence as to the general conditions in the 
Camp. They must have been continuous and obvious. So far as 
the acts of cruelty and wounding are concerned, the High 
Command may plead ignorance and breach of duty on the part 
of the personnel actually committing the crimes, but it is 
submitted that the High Command must be responsible for the 
acts of their inferiors, who in all probability would not 
have acted as they did unless they knew that their actions 
were ordered or condoned. 

(C) As to whether the case is reasonably complete. 

It is difficult to say at the moment whether the case 
is comiilete because it is not known what rules of evidence 
will obtain before the Tribunal before whom the case is tried. 
If verbal evidence is insisted on, it may ba that it will riot 
be possible to trace or obtain the evidence of all the 
witnesses before referred to, but if written Statements and 
reports by responsible Authorities are admitted as evidence, 
and moreover if the General Report (unsigned and apparently 
a summary of interrogations of repatriated personnel) is 
admitted as evidence, then a strong prima facie case is raised 
against such Officer or Officers as can be shown to be 
responsible for the state of affairs both as regards the 
General living conditions in the Camp and with regard to the 
treatment meted out to prisoners of war therein. 

(continued from page 2) 

obtained prom repatriated British, Imperial and Allied 
personnel" No. A10/11/4. A copy of the report on this 
camp is attached h3reto. 
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411̀.  As regards medical arrangements, the Italian 
attention. There were no medical officers, and no 
medical officers did what they could with our Red 

As regards clothing, it was quite inadequate in winter. I had 
the same as in the summer. 

The general attitude of the Italians in this Camp seemed to be one 
of undermining the morale and minds of the prisoners by inflicting 
boredom, and refusal to provide facilities of any kind for recreation, 
such as space for exercise. There were many threats of reprisals on 
all prisoners for alleged wrongful actions against Italian prisoners 
held by the British, and some of these wore put into effect, e.g. the 
taking of signet and other valuable rings, any gold, jewels or watches, 
from our prisoners of war in February 1943. 

I have sworn affidavits with regard to the conditions in Camps No. 
88 at Capua and No.52 at Chiavari: I cram) leave to refer to the same 
and I say that the oonditions at the said Canp No.85 at Gravina were 
very much worse than those, bad as they were, which prevailed at the 
said camps at aapua and Chiavari. 

SWORN at Lichfield in the ) 
County of Stafford this 	) 	ALAN DENIS JOHN BAGNALL 
23rd day of August 1945 	) 

Before me, 
E.W. HADL1N. 

A Commiesioner for Oaths. 

pereonnal gave no 
equipment. Our own 
Cross supplies. 
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IN THE MATTER OF: 
	 1998 

The ill-treatment of British prisoners of war and breaches 
of the Geneva Conventions 1929, at Camp 1 o.A5 at Gravina 
during the period about May 2Ath 1942 to ;,larch 1943. 

AFFIDAVIT 

I, ALAN DENIS JOHN BAGNALL, No.E.X.2011, Marine, at present at 
Royal Marines, 0/0 G.P.O., Boxg, Southend-on-Sea, Pesex and with a 
permanent address at Pingle Dell, Pingle Lane. Hammerwich, near 
Lichfield, Staffordshire, make Oath and say as follows: 

1. At the beginning of June 1941 I escaped from Crete, landed in a 
row boat on the North African Coast near Gambut, and on the 4th June 
1941 was taken prisoner near Gambut. I was kept prisoner of war five 
days at Fort Acroma; for two months at Derna: for about fourteen days 
at Benghazi: and then for about fourteen days at Tarhuna; and was then 
sent to Camp No.A8 at Oapua, Italy, remaining there until about the 
first week of December 1941, and was thence sent to Camp No.52 at 
Ohiavari, where I remained until the end of May 1942. From there I was 
sent to Camp No.65 at Gravina. 

2. I was prisoner of war at Camp No.65 at Gravina from about May 28th 
1942 to March 1943. The oonditions in the said Camp during that period 
were as follows :- 

The Camp was being built, and not yet completed. 

As regards accommodation, it was in stone buildings, but there were 
no recreational facilities. The only room we had to walk around in was 
the narrow space between the huts and buildings. 

As regards food, the ration per day was one small roll, about a 
pint of thin vegetable skilly with a little rice or macaroni, occasion-
ally a small piece of cheese or piece of meat. This ration amounted to 
slow starvation, and the issue of Red Cross parcels was irregular and 
often tampered with. The Red Cross parcels were opened, labels torn 
off all tins, and tins opened, making it necessary for the food to be 
eaten on the same day as they on which the parcel was issued. 

As regards water supply, it was on for only a short time each day, 
and it was impossible for all prisoners to wash during the time it was 
on. From about October 1942 no facilities were provided for prisoners 
to have a shower or bath. 

In oonsequenoe of the above conditions, many diseases were 
prevalent in the said camps, chiefly dysentery, desert sores and all 
stages of malnutrition, and there Were many deaths in consequence. 
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IN THE LATTER OF :- 

The ill...treatment of British prisoners of war and 
breaches of the Geneva Conventions, 1929, at Camp 
No.66 at Gravina during the period May 1942 to 
March 1943. 

I, LEADING STOKER WALTER HENRY JOHN BINDON, No. C/KX.97290, 
Royal Navy, at present in Royal Naval Auxiliary Hospital, Barrow 
Gurney, Bristol, and with a permanent address at No.8 Laburnam 
Grove, Canvey Island, Essex, make oath and say as follows I. 

1. In July 1941 I was one of the crew of H.L. Submarine 
"Cachalot". The submarine was rammed by an Italian destroyer in 
the Gulf of Sirte on the 29th or 30th July 1941 and, with all 
but one of the crew, I was picked up by the destroyer, which 
was the "Rene Apapa", and taken to Benghazi. We were treated 
very well on the destroyer. 

2. We spent 2 » 3 weeks at Benghazi, about the same time at 
Tarhuna and then, with one day at Tripoli, we were taken by sea 
to Taranto; from there we went to a transit camp at Capua, which 
was later a permanent prisoner of war camp, No.66. We arrived 
there about September 4th, 1941, and I was there until about 
December 4th, 1941, when I went to Chiavari. I was moved from 
Chiavari to Camp No.65 at Gravina about May 1942. 

3. At this camp we were very overcrowded. We were accommodated 
in buildings of soft stone, with a central corridor and bays on 
each side. There were far too many prisoners in each bay. There 
was very inadequate lighting, which was a great hardship to us. 

4. The water was turned on very seldom except when we were 
asleep, which can only have been done on purpose for inconvenience. 
At first we had a kind of hot shower bath but this soon dropped 
off• and I had no hot baths or hot water to ash myself or my clothes 
after that. 

The place was riddled with lice, as were all Italian Camps. 

6. 	The medical attention was very poor owing to the lack of 
supplies. We had a R.A.L.C. doctor whose name I do not remember 
but who did what he could. 

6. 	We could not got any boots. I had none after I had worn out 
the ones I ;o1; at Benghazi, which happened when 1 was at Capua. 
The guards themselves were little better as regards boots. After 
I had been at Gravina for three months without boots I got a pair 
of Red Cross Boots. 

The Commandant at this camp was not too bad. He used to let 
us go out of camp on organized walks or marches. 

8. We were a very long time without Red Cross parcels; as muoh 
as three months; but later on they came through fairly regularly. 

9. At this camp we were on the reduced food rationing (which 
came into force while I was at Chiavari), only having one meal 
per day, consisting of skilly with occasional odd bones or a 
very few lentils. 	We had 200 grammes of bread and 66 grammes 
of rioe or macaroni por day. We were always hungry. 

1 
• 
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10. At one time our own sergeant majors wanted us to work 
to put up barbed wire but we refused. The camp authorities 
had not ordered us to work until this suggestion. There was 
outside work for contractors which prisoners could undertake 
and for which they were paid and there was also farming, which 
I did. The farmers were not inclined to pay us, complaining 
that so much damage was done. 

11. The Italians at the camp were very anti.klritish, particularly 
the carabinieri, who were very brutal. So far as I could see, 
they preferred the South Africans and they disliked the British 
most and the Australians next to them. 

12. I got very bad with my nerves at this camp, my health being 
undermined by the conditions and the shortage of food. I was 
exchanged with others for Italian sailors as "fit personnel" 
and I left Gravina in, I think, March 1943, spending a short 
time at the repatriation camp, No.75, at Bari, and went from 
there to Turkey for the exchange. I reached England on June 
22nd, 1943. 

SWOId4 at Baldwin Street in the ) 
City and County of Bristol this) 	W.H. BINDON 
23rd day of April'1946 

Before me, 

R. W. WANSBROUGH 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 

2. 
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IN THE MATTER OF : 
	 2001 

0 

The ill-treatment of British prisoners of war and 
breaches of the Geneva Conventions 1920 at Camp No.65 
at Gravina during the period January to July 1943 

AFFIDAVIT 

I
, No.75224134 Corporal RONALD COLENSO, R.A.'1.0. attached 

C.R.S. Llandudno, with a permanent address at "Braeside", 
Boundary Lane Heswall Cheshire make Oath and say as follows :- 

1. I was captured and taken prisoner of war at the General 
Hospital, Tobruk on 20th June 1242. I was removed by ambulance 
to the prisoners' carries at Tobruk the following day; thence on 
or about 29th June 1942 to Bomba, where I remained three or 
four days; thence to Dorna where I remained some 8 days and 
thence to Benghazi where I remained till 12th November 1942. 
I was then transported by ship to Taranto, where I arrived on 
23rd November 1942. 0- my arrival there, 1  was removed to 
Guisti Hospital, Taranto, from which (late in December 1942) I 
was transferred to Altamura Hospital where I remained about 4 
days. I was thence sent to Camp No.A5, Gravina, where I 
remained until my transfer to Camp N0.53 near Sforza Costa, on 
or about 18th July 1943. 

2. .0amp No.P5, Gravina, was divided into 4 eompounis. Each 
compound contained perhaps A or 7 bungalows, each of which 
bungalows accommodated about 350 prisoners of war. The general 
lay-out of my bungalow was a central corridor with bays on each 
side. Each bay (i.e. the whole width of_the bungalow, including 
the corridor) was about PO feet long and about 15 - 18 feet wide. 
The corridor was perhaps 5 feet wide. When I arrived, there 
were about 52 men in my bay. There were approximately 12 
2-tier double beds in the bay (3 in each quarter) with a central 
gangway dividing the beds in one quarter from those in the 
opposite. one. There was room to walk between each bed. In 
some of the other bays, there were no beds: the men slept on the 
floor and were considerably overcrowded. We had straw palliasses 
and were issued with 3 small blankets each. 

3. We were lice-infested; and although the Italian Authorities 
sometimes took delousing measures, these were inadequate. Vie 
got intermittent supplies of anti-lice powder through the Red 
Cross, but it was not very effective. 

4. The bungalows in my compound were served by a central 
building comprising latrines, urinals and washing troughs .These 
arrangements were grossly inadequate owing largely to the fact 
that the water supply was meagre and intermittent. 

5. The lighting in the bungalows was very poor and a source of 
considerable hardship. 

A. 	Our daily ration of food consisted of 200 grammes per man 
of bread of indifferent qua]ity. For breakfast, we had ersatz 
coffee and bread with (for five clays a week) a small portion of 
cheese. For our midday "meal", we usually had bread again, with 
(perhaps) a pint of poor quality skilly in the evening. We could 
get figp and occasionally, nuts through the canteen and we also 
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hal an i36119 of abouL 35 Italian cigarettes a week. It wau 
no uncommon sight to see prisoners of war going over the 
refuse in soarch of food. 

	

7. 	After thefirst month or two I was at Gravina, I received 
a Red cross parcel more or less once a week. 

	

R. 	Supplies of clothing were meagre and irregular; 
conditions seemed to improve slightly towards the summer 
(perhaps because we did not feel the need of clothing to the 
sane extent). Without Red Cross supplies, the clothing 
situation was pretty hopeless. No socks were issued by the 
Italians and boots were scarce. Many of is wont barefoot 
and it was not uncommon for one prisoner- of war to have to 
borrow another's boots to me to tho wash_house. 	The 
compound became a sea of mud in wet weather. 

9. We were generally emaciated and reduced in health by the 
mosF7e diet, but most of us could get about. I was concerned 
with the treatment of skin diseases at Gravina. Scabies was 
rife, and although the Italian Authorities issued sulphur 
ointment for this ailment, it was none too effective. There 
was also impetigo and other skin affections. These, in my 
opinion, were primarily due to the lack of proper washing 
facilities. 

10. We were doctored by our own medical officers who were 
subject to the direction of an Italian Medical Officer. 
There were facilities for going sick, but hospital accommoda-
tion was very limited and there were few medical supplies 
beyond what the Red dross sent. 

11. I believe some prisoners of war were employed from 
time to time in building factories and constructing runways 
for aerodromes but I cannot speak of this as of my own 
knowledge and I cannot recall the source of my information 
or the names of any prisoner who may have been detailed for 
this work. 

12. In the course of my duties, I used to have to take 
food to the Isolation Hospital and prison cells which were 
outside the compound. I was sometimes kept an hour at the 
gate of the compound with the food whilst waiting for an 
Italian guard to accompany me. 	In consequence the food 
was often quite cold before it reached the consumers. 
Prisoners of war were sometimes confined in cells without 
beds or water (beyond what I was able to procure for them) 
They were not allowed to leave their cells and crude 
sanitary arrangements were improvised in the cell itself. 
Men were whisked off to prison even for trivial offences, 
and sometimes, apparently, for no offence at all. 

13. There were no facilities for exercise organised at 
Gravina whilst I was there, beyond three route marches. I 
went on the first route march, but as it was led by the 
guards at a snails pace, I did not go again, as I found 
it very fatiguing. 

SWORN by the above named RONALD ) 
COL1NSO at Conway in the County ) 	RONALD COL7NSO 
of Carnarvon the 2nth day of May) 
1945 

Before me, 
R. GLYNN", J0N7S. 
A Commissioner for Oaths. 
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IN THE MATTER OF :- 

The ill-treatment of British prisoners of war 
and breaches of the Geneva Conventions 1929 at 
Oamp No. 85 at Gravina during the period from 
about early May 1943 

2004 

    

AFFIDAVIT 

I, DAVID JOHN CORCORAN, Private No. 3970626 of' the Welch 
Regiment attached to the 1st South Wales Borderers now at 
Attached "Dm Company let South Wales Borderers C/o G.P.O. 
Maidstone, Kent, and with a permanent aadress at 5 Williams 
Street Twymrodyn, Merthyr Tydfil, South Wales, make Oath and 
say as follows :- 

1. I was taken prisoner or war at Benghazi, North Africa on 
the 29th January 1942 and was from there transferred to Camps 
at Elaghila, where I stayed one week and to Tarhuna where I 
stayed three weeks and eventually was sent to Camp No. 88 at 
Capua, staying there from about 4th March 1942 to about the end 
of June 1942; whence I was transferred to Camp No.85 at Gravina. 

2. I was prisoner of war at Camp No.85 at Gravina from about 
early June 1942 to early May 1943. 

I do not know the names of any of the Italian Officers in 
command of the said Camp during that period. 

The conditions at the said Camp during the said period 
were as follows :- 

As regards accommodation, we were housed in stone bungalows 
which were in an absolutely filthy condition, full of lice and 
all forms of vermin. Men were left todo the best they could in 
the circumstances. The authorities did nothing except that a 
fumigator came once during the whole of the period during which 
I was there. His single visit did no good at all. 

As regards water, there was a shocking shortage of supply, 
it was only allowed on through pipes for a few minutes three 
times a day. It was only possible to get a wash once in three 
days. 

As regards sanitary conditions, the sole provision were 
holes in concrete. We had to take it in turns to get what 
little water we could to wash the accumulation away, but it was 
impossible, and the result was indescribable'. The Italian 
Authorities took no notice at all. 

As regards food, it was a cane of certain starvation. 
We had a small roll of about 200 grammes of bread per day and a 
small piece of cheese or meat per day, but this was not 
regular, and about a pint of thin vegetable ekilly with some 
rice or macaroni in it. The only thing that saved us was the 
Red Gross parcels. 

As a result of the above conditions many diseases were 
prevalent in the said camp during the said period :- 

There was a bad epidemic of diphtheria; dysentery and 
malaria were rife; and there were many cases of jaundice and 
skin diseases. 
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As regards medical arrangements, the Italian !Aedical 

Officers did practically nothing at all. Our own British 
Medical Officers did what they could but they were without 
proper equipment or supplies. 

I had malaria myself; I lay for one month in a tent full 
of vermin and our Medical Officers had to do their best with-
out proper medical supplies; the Italians provided nothing 
and were utterly callous. They provided only one dentist for 
the camp who took teeth out without anaesthetics. 

Many prisoners of war died from the various diseases 
above named,mainly through inattention and callous disregard; 
a great number of deaths occurred through diphtheria. 

As regards clothing; there was no issue whatsoever by 
the Italians. In winter men had to go about in a blanket 
and many had no boots and eo could not go out. The Italians 
stole boots if they got an opportunity. 

3. 	The treatment of British Prisoners of War by the 
Italian personnel in charge of the said Camp during the said 
period was very harsh indeed even for the most trivial 
offences, e.g. In the winter when it was very cold and no 
heating was supplied, our men would take wooden posts round 
the camp to try to make a fire, If caught as a punishment 
they were made to stand for two to three hours in the open 
in any weather, the men often fained as a consequence. 

SWORN by the said DAVID JOHN ) 
CORCORAN at Maidstone in the ) 	JACK CORCORAN 
County of Kent this 25th day 	DAVID JOHN CORCORAN. 
of June 194 5 

Before me, 
W.H. WHITEMAD. 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 



• 
2006 

IN THE MATTER OF : 

The 111-treatment of British 
prisoners of war and breaches 
of the Geneva Conventions 1020 
at Camp No.65 at Gravina during 
the period from about early 
June 1942 to early May 1943 

AFFIDAVIT 

- of - 

Pte. D.J. 00RO0RAN 

THE TREASURY SOLICITOR. 
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IN THE MATTER OF :- 

The ill-treatment of British Prisoners of 
War and broaches of the Geneva Conventions 
1929 at Camp No.S5 at Gravina during the 
period June 1040 to July 1047 

AFFIDAVIT 

ARTHUR WALTER EVANS Number 107491A, a Second Lieutenant 
in the Pioneer Corps stationed at Lancaster and with permanent 
address at 9 Montcalm Close, Hayes, Kent, make oath and say 
as follows :- 

1 . 	In January 104fs I wan taken prisoner at Barely Libya, and 
was taken to a Prisoner ofWar camp at Benghazi; was kept there 
five days and then transferred to Tarhuna, approximately sixty 
miles from Tripoli, where I stayed a'.)outfburteen days. Thence 
I was shipped to Camp No. 6A at Capua, Italy, arriving there 
about the end of February 1942, and stayed there for about 
three months until the end of May 1942., thence I was sent to 
Camp No. A5 at Gravina. 

2. 	I was Prisoner of Viar at camp No. 65 at Gravina fron 
June 1942 until about July 1047. 

The accommodation at the said Camp during that period 
was very bad: there was terrible overcrowding and the housing 
was filthy, crawling with bugs and lice. The sanitary 
arrangements were utterly inadequate, and water was scarce. 
Dysentery and Desert Sores were rife and there was no attempt 
by the Italian Authorities to cope with the conditions. There 
was only one Italian Medical Officer, and equipment and 
supplies were practically absent. In the first month during 
which I was there fourteen men died from malnutrition and 
lack of medical attention. 

SWORN at Lancaster in the ) 
County of Lancaster the 	) 	A.W. EVANS. 2/Lieut.. 346629 
14th day of June 1945 	 Pioneer Corps. 

Before me, 
R.T. SANDERSOr. 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 
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IN THE :TATTT;]R 02 :- 

The ill-treatment of British 
Prisonern of War and breaches 
of the Geneva Conventions 1929 
at Oamp No.85 at Gravina during 
the period June 1942 to July 
194 

F F I D A V I T 

- of - 

2n4 Lieut. ARTHUR WALTFR EVANS 

-."...•■■•wer 

THE TREASURY SOLICITOR. 
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IN THE MATTER OF : 

The ill-treatment of prisoners of war and breaches 
of the Geneva Conventions, 1929, at Camp No.A5 at 
Gravina during the period from about July 1942 to 
about May 1943 

AFFIDAVIT 

I 
R. A.S.O. 
McDowal 
and say 

No. 157727 Driver JOHN REID GILMOUR of 909 Company 
Aldberg, Suffulk, with a permanent address at 28 

Street, Johnstone, Renfrewshire, Scotland, make Oath 
as follows :- 

1. I was captured at Tobruk on 20th June 1942. I was taken 
via Tmimi and Derna to Benghazi whore I was shipped to Brindisi 
After about 10 days at a Camp near Brindisi (the name of which 
I cannot now recall), I was transferred to Camp No.65, Gravina. 
I arrived at the latter camp in or about July 1942 and left it 
for Camp N0.53, Sforza Costa (Macerata) about 10 months later. 

2. clamp No.s5, Gravina, contained five compounds: I was placed 
in Compound No.3. This compound contained about six soft-stone 
bungalows, each bungalow having seven bays and about 48 prison-
ers to a bay. We slept in two-tier beds and each prisoner had 
a straw palliasse and two blankets. The Camp was infested with 
vermin. Latterly, two bays were set aside for recreational 
purposes. There was room to walk in the compound and to play 
hand-ball between the bungalows. 

Sanitary arrangements consisted of holes in the ground on 
a concrete base and these were flushed once or twice a day by 
hose. The washing arrangements consisted of pipes with holes 
punched in them, serving troughs beneath. There were about 
such pipes in the compound and 8 or 9 men could wash at a time 
at each trough. Water was turned on at irregular intervals 
throughout the day, and frequently at night when no one could 
get there. We could occasionally get hot showers when the 
water was on. 

A. 	The food rations were very meagre. We had the usual 
"ersatz" coffee first thing; after roll-call, each man had 200 
grammes of bread (or rather less) and a minute portion of 
cheese; at about midday, we had watery rice or macaroni skilly. 
That concluded the meals for the day. It was no unusual thing 
to see men going over the food refuse in search of something 
to eat. 

5. 	Red Orono parcels arrived at irregular intervals. I 
recall that we went once as long as 3 months without them. One 
parcel was shared between several (perhaps'seven) men. 

s. 	Desert sores and yellow jaundice were common ailments. 
The medical supplies in the Compound Hospital were very inade-
quate and there was a notable shortage of bandages. The 
Compound Hospital was under Captain Murray R.A.M.C., and a 
Private C. Ooyd R.A.M.C. worked there. No doubt they would 
be able to speak in more detail as to medical conditions. 
One man whose bed was next to mine (a Trooper of 4 Bn. R.T.R. 
whose name I cannot now recall) contracted pneumonia and was 
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removed to the Compound Hospital. The Italian M.O., in spite 
of Captain Murray's remonstrances and tho patient's critical 
condition, decided to move the man to a hospital outside the 
camp. He was accordingly removed by horse and cart and died 
soon after admission. There were several deaths during the 
winter months, and these, in my opinion, were largely due to 
malnUtrition and consequent diseases. It was quite usual for 

	

men to have "black-outs" during the counting-parades.

7. 	We ar'ived at the vamp in K.D. and the clothing issued 
by the Italians, even when supplemented by Red Cross issues, 
was wholly inadequate. Many prisoners were without boots 
during the winter. 

8. There was no heating and the bungalows were inadequately 
lighted. We paid about 2 lire each to secure improved 
lighting. 

9. I have perused the Affidavit sworn by Private Thomas 
Henderson on the 14th June 1945 and I confirm what he says 
in paragraphs 5 and 6 thereof. 

10. Mcoopt as otherwise herein stated, I can recall no 
ants of violence committed against prisoners .of war whilst 
I was at the Camp. 

SWORN at 7 Market Place, Wells) 
in the County of Somerset J. GILMOUR. 
this 19th day of July 1945 	3 

Before me, 
O. WHATLEY. 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 
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IN TH-  .ATT7R OF :- 

The ill-treatment of prisoners 
of war and reaches of the 
Geneva Conventions, 1929, at 
Orip No. ^ at Graving dtu'inr 
the period from about July 1942 
to about ::ay 1947 

AFFIDAVIT 

- of - 

DRIV7 	GILIdOUR, R.A.S.C. 

THE TR7ASU3Y SOLICITOR 
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IN TH'; IIATT,;',R OF 

The ill—treatment of prisoners of war and breaches 
of the Geneva Conventions 192n at Oamp No.n5 Gravina 
during - the period from about March 1942 to about 
March 1943 • 

AFFIDAVIT 

No.2937953 Private THOMAS HENDERSON, Pioneer Corps, 
attached No.10 A.F.V.Depot R.A.O.C., Georgetown, Renfrewshire, 
with a home address at No,11 Sweethill Terrace, Oarnbroe, 
Coatbridge, Lanarkshire, make Oath and say as follows :- 

1. 	I was captured and taken prisoner of war at "Hellfire 
Pass" on 15th June, 1941. After spending some time at Aroma 
and Benghazi, I was taken to Tarhuna, which I reached about 
the beginning of August 1941. I remained there about six weeks 
and was then sent to Taranto by hospital ship via Tripoli. On 
arrival, I was transferred to Camp N0.52, Genoa, where I 
remained another three months. I was then transferred to Camp 
No.A5, Gravina, where I remained about a year. 	I was then sent 
to Camp N0.145, Aquila. 

2. At Camp N0.85 the water supply was very poor, as the 
water was turned on for only about half an hour a day. 

3. At 0900 hours each of us received a small loaf and cheese 
and at 1200 hours the usual skilly. After this we received no 
further fOod during the rest of the day. Red Cross parcels 
were received weekly and each parcel was shared between 7 men. 
The contents of these paroels were rationed out each day. 

4. While I was at this clamp, quite a number of prisoners of 
war died in the compound. Dysentery was rife and we were all 
living more or less on the verge of starvation. It was not 
uncommon to see prisoners of war eating cabbage stalks which 
they had found on the rubbish dumps. 

5. After the roll—call, the guards used to admit, 112 to our 
billets one by one and search far and confiscate our personal 
effects (viz money, rings, watches, etc.) No rocelpte were given 
for these effects and they were not restored to us. 

S. 	WhAn we had it, we used to make tea in the compound, 
and the guards at this camp made a practice of kicking our 
tea over and stamping the fire out. 

SWORN by the said Thomas Henderson ) 
at Paisley in the County of Renfrew 	HENDERSON T. 
this 14th day of June 1945 	 THOMAS HENDERSON. 

Before me, 
THOMAS HUNTER. 

Notary Public. 
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IN THE MATTER OF 

The ill-treatment of prisoners 
of war and breaches of the Geneva 
Conventions 1929 at Camp No.65 
Gravina during the period from 
about March 1942 to about March 
1943 

AFFIDAVIT 

of - 

Private T. HENDERSON 

THE TREASURY SOLICITOR. 
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2014 
(44) 

IN THE MATTER Or' 

The ill.treatment of British prisoners of war 
and breaches of the Geneva Conventions 1929 at 
Camp No.65 at Gravina during the period March 
1942 until March 1943. 

A£ 14' I D A V I T. 

I, THOMAS ERNEST HEROD, released from the Army on the 
15th November 1944 and now engaged at the Post Off ice, but 
at one time No.193526, Private, 309 General Transport 
Company, R.A.S.C. and with a permanent address at 18 Bassett 
Road, W.10 make oath and say as follows :- 

1. I was taken prisoner at Gazala, North Africa on the 15th 
December 1941 and was thence taken to benghazi where I stayed 
two days; to Crete where I stayed some 2 to 3 weeks; and then 
to Greeoe where I stayed about a month. I was then sent to 
Bari, Italy where I arrived at about March, 26th, 1942 and 
stayed one day and was then sent on to Camp No.85 at Tuturano 
where I stayed some 3 to 4 weeks. After ste4ing some 3 to 4 
weeks at Camp No.85 at Tuturano I was sent to Camp No.65 at 
Gravina. 

2. I was prisoner of war at Camp No.65 at Gravina from March, 
1942 to March, 1943. During the above period a great complaint 
which I have to make with regard to this camp is as to the 
overcrowding. There was sufficient accommodation at the 
outside for some 6,000 men but I was told by Sergeant Leggatt, 
R.A.M.C. (British Red Cross representative) that there were 
some 9000 prisoners of war in the said camp at that time. 

SWORN by the said THOMAS ERNEST) 
HEROD at 185 Ladbroke Grove in ) 	T.E. HEROD 
the County of London W.10 this ) 
15th day of June 1948. 

Before me, 

CHAS. E. ROBERTS 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 
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IN THE MATTER OF s• 

The ill.treatment of Vritish 
Prisoners of War and breaches of 
the Geneva Conventions 1929 at 
Camp No.85 at Gravina during the 
period March 1942 until March, 
1943. 

AFFIDAVIT 

- of - 

THOLAS ERNEST HEROD. 

THE TREA:AJAI 30LICITOR. 
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(44) 

IN THE LATTEit. of 

The ill-treatment of prisoners of war and breaches 
of the Geneva Conventions, 1929, at P.G. Camp No.65 
Gravina between May 1942 and June 1943. 

A F F I D A V I T. 

I, 7913891, Lance.Corporal ARNOLD ADOLPH LAZARUS, "C" 
Squadron, 1 J. & T. Regiment, R.A.C. Tilgate, near Crawley, 
Sussex, with a home address at 30 Redbourne Avenue, einchleY, 
N.3. make oath and say as follows :- 

1. I was captured at tort Capuzzo on 15th Juno 1941. After 
spells at Gazala, Benghazi and Tarhuna, I was shipped to 
Taranto from Tripoli. I arrived at a P.G. Camp at Capua on 
4th September 1941 and I left tliere for a P.G. Camp at Chiavari 
on 4th December 1941. I remained at 3hiavari till my transfer 
to P.G. Camp No.65, Gravina, on 25th Lay 1942. Except for a 
break of a fortnight (when I was at a working camp), I remained 
at Camp No.55 till the first week in June 1943, when I was 
transferred to P.G. Camp No.53, Macerata (Sf orza Costa). 

2. I have perused the Affidavit sworn by Leading Stoker Walter 
Henry John bindon on 23rd April 1C'45. i corroborate what he 
says as to the conditions at P.G. Carp No.65, with the following 
comments. 

3. As to paragraph 3 thereof, I do not consider that we were 
unduly overcrowded. 

4. As to paragraph 4 thereof, I was for some time responsible 
for turning on the water: it was turned on for about an hour in 
the morning and about an hour in the evening and for most of the 
night. 

b. 	As to paragraph 6 thereof, I agree that boots were very 
hard to come by. The Italian clothing issue was practically 
nil and Red Cross clothing was unfairly distributed by our own 
people. The Italians were known to have held large reserves 
of clothing and this was demanded and released shortly before 
I left the camp. There was a great deal of "racketeering" 
between our own people and the Italians. 

6. As to paragraph 10 thereof, I know nothing of our own 
Sergeant Majors wanting us to put up barbed wire. 

7. As to paragraph 11 thereof, I would not say that the 
Italians were conspicuously anti-british or brutal. I knew 
bindon and 1 can confirm that his nerves were in a bad state 
while he was at Gravina. 

8. There was no heating and the bungalows were inadequately 
lighted. We had to pay about 2 lire each to secure better 
lighting. 

9. Early in 1943, on an "order from Rome" some hundreds of 
rings of prisoners of war were confiscated by way of reprisal 
(for what I do not know). After remonstrances, married men's 
wedding rinKe were excepted from the confiscation. Receipts 
were given but I do not tnink the rings were restored to their 
owners. 

1. 
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10. There was a special and unusual type of malaria which 
recurred at this Camp from time to time. 

11. No Union Jacks were available for funerals; though I 
believe, these were supplied by the Red Cross. 

12. Shortly after I left this Camp, I believe it was 
completely evacuated. Prisoners of war had subscribed for 
musical instruments, but they were not allowed to take them 
from the Camp. Rather than leave them, they smashed them 
up. 

13. I later heard that the Camp Commandant had been arrested 
for allowing or participating in racketeering at this Camp: 
this came to light when prisoners of war arrived at another 
camp with a lot of Italian property in their possession. 

SWORN at Richmond in the County ) 
of York this 23rd day of August ) 	 A.A. LAZARUS 
194k. 

Before me, 

£.C. HODGSON 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 

2. 



IN THE LATTER Oi 
	 2018 

The ill—treatment of British prisoners of war and 
breaches of the Geneva Conventions 1929 at Camp 
No.65 at Gravina during the period October 1942 
to June 1943. 

AFgIDAVI T. 

I, VREDEliICK LLOYD, Guardsman No.2657566 of the 
Coldstream Guards 3rd Battalion at present at Wellington 
Barracks, Westminster uarrison, S.W.1., and with a permanent 
address at 1., Brick Kiln Cottages, Adeney, near Wellington, 
Salop, make oath and say as follows :- 

1. I was taken prisoner of war at Tobruk in June 1942. I 
was then taken to a camp at Derna in North Africa where I 
stayed 12 hours; then to Camp at Tinimi where I stayed 12 hours 
and thence to Benghazi where I stayed ten days. From there 
I was sent to Camp No.85 at Tuturano near Brindisi where I 
stayed three days at the end of June 1942. 

2. I left Camp No.85 at Tuturano and reached Camp No.65 at 
Capua during the first week in July 1942 and stayed at the 
later camp until about 11th September 1942. On the latter 
date I was sent to Camp No.87 at Benevento. On leaving Camp 
No.87 at Benevento on the 23rd October 1942 I was sent to 
Camp No.65 at Gravina. 

3. I was at Camp No.65 at Gravina from 23rd October 1942 
until June 1943. The conditions in the said camp during that 
period were as follows :- 

As regards accommodation, we were provided with bungalows 
which consisted of seven compartments with forty—eight men in 
each. They wore over.crowded, with double tier bunks, which 
were swarming inside and out with lice and fleas. Nothing 
whatever was done by the Italian Authorities to remedy these 
conditions, and none of our requests for fumigation were 
complied with. 

As regards sanitary conditions, they were passable. 
There was a hole in the floor which was flushed with the water 
which we washed with. 

As regards food it consisted merely of 200 grammes of 
bread per day with about a pint per day of thin macaroni 
or rice skilly, and every few days a piece of cheese or a 
small piece of meat. This ration was merely sufficient to 
result in slow starvation, even for a fit man. 

As regards clothing, as winter came on there was an issue 
of Yugo—Slav and Greek clothing. 

As regards diseases there were many cases of spinal 
meningitis. In the winter the dysentery died down to some 
extent. 

As regards medical arrangements, the Italian Authorities 
seemed to have made no provision so far as I know. We only 

1. 
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had one medical inspection the whole time that I was at 
this camp. I do not know of any Italian Medical officers 
in the camp during this period. We had one British Medical 
Officer for each compound w the Italian Authorities did not 
seem to have any medical equipment or supplies. 

4. 	Our compound leader was Regimental Sergeant Major 
Russow of the South African Forces. I cannot give more 
particulars of his unit. He would give full details about 
our compound. I do not know the name, rank or unit of any 
of the leaders in other compounds in this camp during this 
time, but I feel sure that Guardsman C. Walker No. 2657128 
of the 3rd Coldstream Guards would know the name of his 
compound leader. The said Guardsman Walker is now in 
Wellington Barracks. 

I knew also Private Fuller of the Green Howards who was 
transferred from an East Yorkshire Regiment. I do not know 
where he is now. He kept a sort of diary and should be of 
assistance with regard to details in this camp. 

SWORN at 18 Dartmouth Street 	) 
in the City of Westminster this) 
	

F. LLOYD 
12th day of June 1945 

Before me, 

N.R. EGGAR 

A Oommissier for Oathe. 

2. 
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IN THE kATTER Or' 

The ill.treatment of British 
Prisoners of war and breaches of 
the Geneva Conventions 1929 at 
Camp No.65 at Gravina during the 
period October 1942 to June 1943. 

Copy 

AFFIDAVIT 

of 

No.2657566 GUARDSMAN FREDERICK 
LLOYD. 

THE TREASURY SOLICITOR. 
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IN TH7 1IATT7R OF 
	 2021 

The ill-treatment of prisoners of war and breachen of 
the Geneva Conventions, 1929, at Camp No.65 at Gravina 
during the parted_ from about 7th October 1942 to 
10th July 1947 

AFFIDAVIT 

I, No.914573 Lance-Bombadier ALBERT O'MALL7Y of 195 Field 
Regiment R.A., Rhos-on-Sea, Colwyn Bay, with a home address at 25 
Partington Avenue, Bootle, Liverpool, make Oath and say as follows: 

1. I was captured and taken prisoner of war at Tobruk on 21st June 
1942. I was taken from Tobruk to Benghazi, where I remained till 
about the 3rd July 1942. I was then shipped to Brindisi in Italy 
where I arrived on the 7th July 1942. From Brindisi I was sent to 
damp N0.85 at Tuturano where I arrived on the date of my disembarka-
tion; leaving that camp for Camp No.66 at Oapua on the 10th idea. 
I was transferred from Camp No.66 at Oapua to Camp No.65 at Gravina 
on about 7th October 1942, where I remained until 10th July 1943. 

2. When I arrived at Camp No.85 there were five compounds in use 
and a further compound was in construction. I was placed in compound 
No.5. The compound contained stone huts which were more or less 
weatherproof, but which were unheated in winter. The compound 
became very muddy in wet weather. 

O. 	 Each compound contained about six huts and each but was divided 
into about seven bays. Each bay contained about 48 men. The bays 
were divided from one another by a central corridor and each bay was 
subdivided by a gangway with beds on each side. The beds were not 
unduly overcrowded. They were two-tier beds and mattresses and 
blankets were supplied. There was sufficient room in the compound 
for a netball pitch. Washing facilities were inadequate and water 
was turned on daily for about three hours only. 

4. Each of un received daily about 200 grammes of bread and we had 
one meal only a day, which was either at mid-day or at 1600 hours. 
Those who received their meal at 1600 hr. made do with the contents 
of their Red Crises parcels durinF the earlier part of the day. 
Each man had a Rod Cross parcel once a week. 

5. I recall that five men died just before Christmas 1942, but 
I do not know what the cause of their death was. 

6. The Italian authorities supplied un with clothes on our arriva7 
at this camp; afterwards we had to rely solely on Red Cross supplies, 
which were issued only to the necessitous. 

7. After having escaped twice, a Private in the Cameron Highlanders 
(name unknown) tried to (soca: e a third time and was retaken just, 
outside the Compound. His colleague (who had pliers in his hand 
when he was recaptured) w'u Lance-Corporal Donelly of the Cameron 
Highlanders. The Private was taken back into the compound and I saw 
him beaten with a rifle-butt by the Corporal in charge of the 
Oarabinieri (name unknown). The same N.0.0. held this post during 
the whole time I was at this camp and he wan a man about 6ft.2ina. 
in height and about 34 to 35 years of age. The Private was struck 
across the back three or four times, was knocked down and kicked in 
the face and I believe his jaw was broken. I saw him carried away 
by two Italian soldiers and I believe he was taken to the detention 
room outside the compound. I did not see him again. I believe this 
incident was also witnessed by Gunner Hefferson of 68th iledium 
Regiment R.A. 

8. Except as otherwise herein stated, I did not witness any nots 
of violence of note committed against prisoners of war while I was 
at this camp. 

SWORN by the said Albert 01 malley 
Colwyn Bay in the County of Denbigh ) 	ALBERT 0I MALL7Y. 

this 9th day of Juno 1945 
Before me, 7.L1.AMPHIs;:TT- A Commissioner for °Atha 
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:N THE MATTER OF :- 

The ill-treatment of British prisoners of war and 
breaches of the Geneva Oonventione 1229 at, Camp 
No. R5 at Gravina during the period from about 
July 1042 to May 1943 

AFFIDAVIT 

WILLIi\X JOS7PW SOUTHALL, No. 5249720, Correral, with 
a present address of WI Company, No. 2 A.A.C., I.T.C., 
Shorncliffe,. Folkestone, Kent, and with a permune::t aidrese 
at 31 Millfields Road, Ettinelall, Wolverhampton, Staffordshire:  
make Oath and say as follows :- 

1. In June 1942, I was taken prisoner at Tobrul: and etayed 
there in the open for three days: I was then cent to 71rna 
whore I wan 1,7ept for six days: and thence transfer-ad to 
Benghazi where I stayed about 14 days: whence I was transferred 
to Brindisi Transit Camp where I stayed some three or four 
days. At abcut the end of July 1942, I was sent to Oamp No.P5 
at. Gravina, Italy. 

2. I was prisoner of war at Canp No. e5 at Gravina, Italy, 
from about July 1942 to May 1941. 

This ()amp was terribly overcrowded and the houietlE; was 
very dirty and terribly infested with vermin. Food top was 
very short and the men were so starving and the lice an(4. 
insects so bad, that some of them bartered the clothing whicl_ 
had been sent to them tn Red (Woes parcels from home for fool. 
because it was no good keeping clothes, as they became infr>st,ld 
by insects at once. 

The sanitary arrangements wore very bad indeed, are: tlierr 
was.reat scarcity of water. 

An a result of the above, dysentery and desert sores and 
other dieeaee, in addition to general melnutrtion, w=lre 1v3ry 
common and the I -calian Command did not attempt to improln uattere. 
No Red lross pa.r(,ele at all were circulated to 1Je for t1) first 
few months of the year l341. 

SWORN at Ross-on.Wye in the ) 
County of Hereford the 10 th 	WILLIAM JOST?H SOUTHALL 
day of July 1945 

Before me, 
J. ALLAN WILLIAMS. 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 
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Tho 111-trat.:.arit 
priooLuro of war and brJachoe 

the) :itinuvu Conv.;?t::,)na112 
at i.htrap J0.05 at Uravina durin6 
thu poriod froL aouut July 194;3 
to "ay 194a 

AFFIDAVIT 

. of - 

WILLIA..: JOS3PH SUUTHALL 

• 

TU.!, TILASLE1 



(For the Use of the Secretarial) 

Registered Number. 
• 

202s 
Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

  

34 4/0Kfr 	1+ 	 1 7 C U i 1944  

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 
UNITED KINGDOM CHARGES AGAINST .  ITALIAN  	WAR CRIMINALS 

CHARGE No.  UK I /13444  * 

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

•(Not to be • translated.) 

Colonel Vincenzo Clone, Camp Commandant ur to 5th 

March 1943 at Camp No.85, Gravina, Italy. 

2. Colonel Coppola, Oanp Commandant from 5th March 1943 

at above camp. 

3. Second-in-Command at above Camp. 

4. Camp personnel concerned in oases of ill-treatment 

and cruelty. 

Date and place of 
commission of al- 
leged crime. 

Exact dates unknown, but the ill.treatment covered 
apparently a long period. 

Place: Camp No.85 at Gravina, Italy. 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

No. xxix. 

Breach of Article 1 of Geneva Convention 1929, 	 
treatment of wounded. 
Breaches of Geneva Convention 1929, Articles 2,10, 
11, 12, 13, 31, 48 and 54, relating to treatment 
of 	prisoners of 	warm 	  
Under English  law, wounding  with intent to do  grievous 

Vnl ul. wounding ,__or 	  
harm, or 

or 
ROVIU L.  

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

Over a long period, at present unasoertained, this camp was 
conducted in a improper manner. The huts provided were inadequate 
with regard to heating, drainage, sanitary arrangements, hygiene 
and cleanliness. The food, clothing and medical attention were 
also inadequate. At the end of March 1943 a prisoner of war was 
unjustifiably attacked by a sentry, who bayonetted him in the 
stomach and his condition was critical, It is not known at the 
moment whether this prisoner of war survived or not. There were 
also oases where attempts were made to force prisoners of war to 
engage in work which they were not bound to do under the Geneva 
Convention. It is not known at the moment whether in any cases 
thfy suoceeded in their attempts to force any prisoner so to work. 

THANSM AM) By 

• 
Ins?rt serial number under which the case is registered in the files of the National Office of the accusing State. 

%%1.1..15OL 112o 	500 1.14 A.& E. W.I.t !. 4.; p.685 
Wt. I'. 	1%1139 5,000 3 44 
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C111.1‘,1 . 

I+. 0;:. A2-0;,.-;.oRT 	co-! 	C 	1 	. 	IN ITALY, 

	

AP`'ZICA *e. 	• 	0 • 	,D 
. 	'VA) B 	21 	 D 	• .12) 	30 	..I. • 

CT: 	Cl'iLP 	: 

Accalaodation at this caap wes in stone huts which, 

although they were weathr)roof, wFal very damp. 	Lighting was 

provided but there v.as no heatin,.. 	1211 carip was up to knee 

depth in mud in wet weather oting to comal- te lack of drainage. 

3anitary hygiene and ablution arrant e:nents are inadequate. 

aater is on for about an hour each day, water for drinking etc. 

has to be stored in bottle-; and buckets. 	ter was once off for 

10 days as a result of a broken pipe. 	..bout 30 men,were able 

to bath each day (there were 2,000 men in the camp). 	During 

the summer of 1rd41, a large number of' men went down with fever 

caused by the presence of a swaap only 300 yards from the camp. 

The food provided is inadequate and is only half that of 

the guards. 

firltish P.W. 	Guards. 

. 	Bread per day 	 200 grammes 	.500 grammes 
Macaroni or rice per day 	6,7, 	a 	120 	a 

Cheese (5.  days' 	- 	150 	a 	270 	a 

Tomato puree, olive oil and meat (2 days) ere half of the 

• guards' ration. 'Vegetables were usually dendeli8n leaves, 

cabbage (usually gone to seed) and onions. 

- ?read was issued in loaves supposed to be 200 grammes 

each, but rarely were they full teight. 

After a first issue of clothing it was very hard to obtain 

more. 	In this cane about 400 men ere without boots and 200 

had boots which were literally falling to pieces. 	There are 

still a number whose clothes are in rags and the camp tailor is 

untiable to do any repairs owing to shortage o' materials. 	Each 

P.O.,,. has a straw mattress, two sheets .and two thin blankets. 

Sick parades are held daily but medical stores such as 

anti-septics, bandages, lint and drugs are in very short surlily. 
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Teeth have to be drawn without drugs and the Italian 1:.0. who do- ;: 

this usually breaks.the tooth in the process. 	There is a sick bay 

in the caAlp and the orderlies there are TIritish protected personnel. 

Facilities for playing basket ball on the aarade ground were 

made by the Italians, parties also were taken out for walko. 	The 

only work available uas camp fatigues, digging drains, cleaning 

the camp and raad making. 	This was organised by the camp leaders. 

Those workin received an extra loaf and an extra ration of rice or 

macaroni. 

Discipline was strict and punishments severe. 	Prisoners, 

when charged, were unable ta say anything in their own defence. 

The guards werr not harch, but the Carabiftri were unreasonable 

and brutal. 

There was only one cell at this caaa; it was 20 ft. by 30 

ft. and any number up to 30 would be "inside" nt once; they were 

allowed to take an overcoat and 2 blankets to sleep on. 

A few days after being captured, prisoners .ere able to send 

a card to their next of kin. 	Thereaftea, they could send a 

letter and a card every oeek. 	The supplies of Red aaoss parcels 

were irregular, but when available they were distributed one 

between 7 men each day. 

The representative of the Protecting Power visited the camp 

twice in 14 months. 	The cap leaders were able to make complaints 

to him, but no action was taken as a result of these complaints. 

• 
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CSDICA IT/4/7 • 

OU 	 185614 ?tr. 	 - :3.A.P.C. att. 2 „3. 
Captured on 23rd Nov. 1::'41 at SIDI 

Source states th t at . -mp '5, l'AVF2A at the end of 

March 1943, he ,as ntanding next to a U.D.F. prisoner on Sunda; 

morning at check 0:3.,a(5. 	A British prisoner spoke to the 

sent ry (name 

and sulky looking). 

unknown - shoat, thick set, squint eyes 

This sentry they took his rifle ;.ith 

bayonet and lunged out ith it, the rusty bayonet penetrating 

the stonach about 4" of the U.D.• 2risoner. 	Latter was an 

innocent bystander and gave no orovocation. 	H- went to 

hospital and when last heard of was in a critical condition. 

Incident took place outside. Bungalow No.1 Sectore B. Major 

DOaNIN T (2.A.M.C. of Port ,:LIZAB!i;TH`, knos all about this 

incident. 

1 

••• 
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P 3017; 7! :3 C 	• • 

. 2110 Div_,3ion. 

P.G. 65 	O.R's C.  - 

There vas no ealployitp7nt outside th, 	 Thy,  It liars 

had asked for volunteers for farm ...ork. 	Those- :.ho went wEr.-  

taken to 1-■OGGIA aerodrome. ';.here th-y were.esipected to load 

bombs into pl:Ines end carry d -trol for refuelling 2lanes, they 

refused to do this an4 wpre 	 a toia.r.y-gun but they 

stood their ground and were sent back to the camp. 

Ti 



A ;:y-trty left 	tI 	As they w,r,e leaving they were told 

that the 	coin g to worl.: at a. factory in Turin, building 

motor bodies, and :, nyone refusing to viork ould be punished. 

C103/5023 

BY ijjDL 	AT 	AQ1G ;D 
Ur' 
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9 	 PARTICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT 
2032 

(a) As regards the lack of accommodation, hygiene, food 
and clothing, the evidence is contained in "General 
Report on Camps" A.10/11/4 page 4 (cony of extract 
from said Report attached hereto). 

(b) As regards cruelty, Private E.R. Riddell No.185614, 
S.A.S.C. att. 2 R.B. He reports the sentry bayonetting 
a man standing by him while on parade. He also reports 
that Major Downing (S.A.M.C. of Fort Elizabeth) knows 
about this incident. His evidence is contained in 
"Interrogation of Ex.yrisoners of War in Italy" 
CSDIC/BRIT/4/7 (copy of Private Riddell's Interrogation 
attached hereto). 

(o) As regards the forcing or attempted forcing of prisoners 
of war to do prohibited work, 

Major Hunter,  S.A.M.C., D.A.D.M.S., 2nd Division, 
reports an attempt to force prisoners of war to load 
bombs into planes and carry petrol for refuelling 
planes. His evidence is oontained in "Interrogation 
by Middle East of Exchanged British Prisoners of War" 
(April 1943) 0103/5023 (P.W.2A).. (Copy extract of 
Major Hunter's interrogation attached hereto). 

E.M. Bowers,  Able Seaman, reports that a party leaving 
Gravina were told that they were going to work at a 
factory in Turin building motor bodies and that anyone 
refusing so to work would be punished. His evidence is 
contained in "Interrogation by Middle East of Exchanged 
British Naval Prisoners of War" (March 1943) 0103/5023 
P.S.2A. (Copy of Bowers' interrogation is attached 
hereto). 
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(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence; 
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

(a) As to the degree of responsibility of the accused, the 
responsibility of the superior officers must be direct as 
regards the state of the camp, the insufficient housing 
accommodation and food and clothing. These apparently existed 
over a long period and those in command cannot well escape 
responsibility for it. They should also be directly responsi. 
ble for the case of cruelty. It ie to be assumed that the rank 
and file, when committing acts of cruelty, were either acting 
under orders of their superiors or knew that such acts were 
condoned by them. As regards the cases where attempts at least 
were made to make the prisoners do work whichwas prohibited, 
here again a prima facie case for responsibility is raised 
against the superior officers accused.' 

(b) As regards probable defences, it is to be expected that the 
superior officers may attempt to escape liability by suggesting 
that any inadequate conditions or improper actions occurred 
without their knowledge, but this should not be suooessful. 
As regards the rank and file involved in the matters, they no 
doubt would rely upon alleged orders from their superiors, but 
this again in oases of cruelty should not relieve them from 
responsibility. 

(c) As to whether the case is reasonably complete, it remains 
to discover who the second.in.command in the camp was and,• if 
.possible, to identify the personnel oonoerned in the oases of 
cruelty and attempts to make the prisoners do prohibited work. 
Major Hunter is referred to as having knowledge of the camp and 
every endeavour will be made to see whether he can add to the 
information already obtained. Major Downing will also be sought 
for, as he is referred to as having knowledge of the state of 
affairs in the oamp. The camp records should also be available. 
It is not known at present to what extent written statements 
will be admissible in evidence, nor is it known to what extent 
the "General Report on Camps" will be admissible, but the 
position may at present be summarized by saying that there 
would appear to be a good prima facie case against those 
responsible for running the camp in question. 
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Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

(For the Use of the Secretariat) 

ITALIAN  WAR CRIMINALS 
UNITED KINGDOM  CHARGES AGAINST 

Registered Niimher. 

	3!t- /0X /41  / -   	 I 	1944 

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 

CHARGE No.  UK I/Bir  * 

*Colonel Vinoenso Clone, Camp Commandant at Camp.63, 

Aversa, Italy. 

2. Second in Command. 

3. Lieutenant Roocke (spelling uncertain) 

4 Other personnel in command at different times at 

the said Camp, particularly as regards the medical 

arrangements. 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

Date: Uncertain: a considerable period up to March 1943 

Place: Camp No.63 at Aversa, Italy. 

No.xxix. Ill—treatment of wounded and prisoners of 

war. 
Breach of Article 1 of Geneva Convention 1929 for the 
amelioration of the wounded and sick, and Articles 2, 
31 and 34 	of the Geneva. Convention 1929 relating to .  
the 	treatment of prisoners of war.  

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant ' provisions of 
national law. 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

For a considerable period, the precise date of which is uncertain 
at present but probably continuing from the start of the Camp up to 
March 1943, the Camp was very badly managed particularly with regard 
to medical matters and an especial aversion appears to have been 
shown to Indian troops. The R.A.M.C. officers attached to the said 
troops apparently did all they could to get the treatment improved 
but without success. There were also cases where the Indian 
prisoners were put on to work prohibited under the Geneva Convention 
and did not receive their appropriate pay. 

THANSM IITH) BY 

• Ins?rt serial number under which the case is registered In the files of the National Office of the accusing State. 

son 1:44 A..S: E.W.Lt I. Cp.685 
0;3511 Wt.P.150:.I10 

(..-.6924) 	
5,(.100 3 44  1. 
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The particulars so far, an at preaent known, are 
contained in a report by Captain qurotiht, 1.1:;., copy of 
which is attached. 

These show grave broaches of Articio 1 of the ueneva 
Convention of 1929 for the amelioration or the conditions of 
the wounded and sick in Armies In the Vie)ii, which calls for 
treatment with humanity and medical care. 

The report has a special section covering breaches of the 
following articles of the Geneva Convention 1929 relating to 
the treatment of prisoners of war. 

Section 2,  which requires that prisoners of war shall at all 
t!mes be humanely treated and protected, and that measures of 
reprisal against them are forbidden. 

Article 31  which forbids that prisoners of war shall be put 
To work which has direct connection with the operations of 
war. 

Article 34 which requires that prisoners of war shall receive 
iiTTUF17Fork other than that connected with the administration, 
internal arrangement and maintenance of the Camp. 
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C,103/5C23 (P..2.a. 

:1XT-ZACT 	II-1."7:"POGATION BY l'IDDLT: EAST OF 1-4',XCHVGED BRITISH 
TZI•JONERS OF AA:: 	1943). 

SOURCE:- M.Z.22)63 Ca2t. Sultan W.ohd, 	 I.M.3. 

AWSA 	No.P.G.03  for 

Furthermore, some of the Italian ca up authorities were 

particularly despicable and deemed it expedient to obstruct 

Source's medical work in several ways. 	Outstandingly obnoxious 

in this respect was the Italian CaLip Medical Officer 2/neut. 

,COCK E (?) who, with others, d 	everything possible to prevent 

any direct contact between Source and 	 Source, an 

Indian Medical Officer, was required to aommunicata with the 

Indian Other Ranks, in ENGLISH, through an Italian Interpreter, 

in the presence of the said Italian M.O. (to whom the 

interpreter had to translate everything. instead of using the 

language of the 1.0. Ys. 

The Italian Medical Officer's attitude towards serious 

cases was criminal. 	In the absence of a dispensary OP 

'..ard in this camp where even the most elementary facilities 

were lacking, it was imperative that serious cases he taken at 

once to an Italian hospital for the sake of the patients (whose 

body resistance in any case was very low aftar the prolonged 

sealiastrvation; und to prevent the spreading of the disease. 

All such serious cases were reported by Source at once to the 

Italian MO., ‘Oth a request for their transfer to a Hospital. 

These requests, however, were almost invariably ignored until 

the following evening, and sometimes much later, by which time 

the patient's condition had worsened, irremediably in some cases. 

Source cites the case of No.234 HAtI PMSHAD THA2'..1 who was 

suffering from pneumonia and whose removal fro.:i the P.O.a. caq) 

to a hospital was unduly delayad. 	He was finally admitted to 

hospital on the 13 -eb. 43 and although he died on the 23 Feb. 

43 his death was not notified to Source until the 23 larch. 43. 

Source was not allowed to visit the hospital where 	from 

this ca.10 were being treated; the Italian 	evidently feared 
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an investigation hick might reveal his culeaLility and pure)osely 

delayed notifying Source of this death. 

Gn the 3 Feb. 43 ':ioarce agplied again in writing to the 

Italian Camp Comandant for the improvements enu.-nerated above 

(i) to (vii) but again without result. 	To justify his attitude 

the ItLlian M.O. stated that his instructions froA higher 

authority were to adAiit to hospital as few P.0... cases as 

possible, on account of .their shortage of medicines, tc., and 

the requirements of their numerous cases. 	Source considers, 

however, that it was more a case of callous indifference and 

criminal negligence on the part of the Italian 	concerned. 

EMPLOYMENT OF  

Since the beginning of :`.arch 1943, as many as 320 

out of the total of 4.00.  in this camp was taken daily by the 

Italians to a point near NAIL •S, where salle were made to work on 

the removal of debris resulting from Allied bo..ibing ra ids, 

whilst others had to carry out earthworks. 	As compensation for 

their work they were given little more of the usual daily food 

and they were told they would be given some pay (a few lirettes 

a day'.. Up to the 7 April 43, when Source left, this caelp, no 

pay had been given to the.a nor hed they been notified of any 

credit they could use at the cnteen. 	Th- hours of workwre 

usually quite long. 

No protests were made by the hale wisoners. 	Indeed 

Source encouraged them to work (without making great efforts) 

so long as the work was not directly connected with Italy's 

war effort, because of the extra food they would receive, the 

assurances of some pay which would enable them to buy some 

fruits, etc., and to give them some exercise which they were 

in great need after a long period of stagnation in the P.O.W. 

Camp. 

SOURCES:- 176726 3/Sgt. 	 - 3.A.. C. 
12247 Sgt. J.BN,TE " 
4612 Sgt. A.A.BWNE?- " 

Sgt. G.E.HOGG 	?- " 
Cpl. " 

• • • 
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Treatment by Gr,i.an escorts very good, SenoiAscii (Italian) 

guards excitable and doiaineering; orisoners shot at DliMNA bpi 

these irrational 9nd hysterical guards. 

• 

• 
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PARTICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT 

(a) A written report of interrogation of an officer of 
the rank of Captain in the I.M.S. It is assumed that his 
name is Sultan Mohd Qureshi, but owing to the presence of 
a coma between Mohd and Qureshi some doubt arises. However 
Qureshi is a known Indian family name and it is provi-
sionally assumed to be the name of this witness. He 
mentions the following individuals as being able to support 
his evidence :- 

Sergeant Wood R.A.M.C. 
" 	Bener R.A.M.C. (Spelling uncertain 
" 	Brawne R.A.M.C.(Spelling uncertain 
" Hogg R.A.M.C. 

Corporal Marder R.A.M.C.(Spelling Uncertain) 

His report is an extract from Interrogation of prisoners 
of war No. 0103/6023 (P.W.2A). A copy of said report is 
attached hereto. 
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(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of -

responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence ;. 
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

(a) As to the responsibility of the accused, Captain Qureshi's 
evidence (supported as presumably will be the case) by the corro-
borators whom he mentions) shOuldbe sufficient to raise a strong 
case against those responsible for the running of this Camp and 
in particular with regard to'the'medical conditions and in 
further particular with regard to Indian troops. 

(b) As regards probable defence, it is difficult to see what 
defence can be raised if the. evidence of Captain Qureshi is 
correct. 

(c) As to whether the case is reasonably complete, there is 
sufficient evidence contained in Captain Qureshi's interrogation 
of at least, a prima facie case against the accused. It is 
uncertain at the moment as to whether or not it will be 
necessary to call Captain Qureshi in person. It may be that 
the rules of evidence obtaining at the trial may permit of 
reliance being placed upon the report of his interrogation. 
Endeavours will be made to produce or interrogate the indivi-
duals named by Captain Qureshi as being able to corroborate 
his statements. Also, to produce any other officers or men 
who can support the story particularly the members of the Indian 
medical service. Further the camp records will be called for. 

I, 
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IN THE LATTER OF :- 
The ill-treatment of Prisoners of War and breaches 
of The Geneva Conventions, 1929, at Camp No.85 at 
Tuturano from December 1942 to May 1943. 

AFFIDAVIT 

I, Lo.1197071 Warrant Off ioer GEORGE HENRY GROSS, R.A.F., at 
:resent on repatriation leave awaiting posting, with a home 
'address at 84 Chapter Road, Willesden, London, N.W.2. make oath 
and say as follows :- 

	

1. 	I was captured at El Alamein on 18th October 1942. After 
spells at Mersa Matruh, Tobruk and Derna, I was taken to Benghazi 
and thence shipped to Tripoli, where I arrived on 14th November 
1942. I was taken Lo Camp No.85, Tuturano; arriving there early 
in December 1942 and leaving that Camp for Camp No.70, konturano, 
in May 1943. 

	

2. 	I have perused the Affidavit sworn by Lance Corporal Charles 
Herbert Harris, M.M., (7-, 30th April 1945 and I confirm what he 
deposes as to the emple:rlont of prisoners of war on the construction 
of an aerodrome. The aerodrome was situated near Brindisi and it 
was later used by the R. .2. I cannot now recall its name, but I 
believe At was "San" something. 

	

3. 	English prisoners of war were not normally employed in work 
on this aerodrome; but, on one occasion, to make up a detail, 
remember a number of us being driven by the Carabinieri atthepoirt 
of the bayonet on to the lorry taking men to the aerodrome. 

	

4. 	I have also perused the Affidavit sworn by ex-Private Thomas 
Ernest Herod on the 15th June 1945. I confirm what he says in 
paragraph 2 thereof subject to the following comments :. 

(a) As regards accommodation.  We were housed in wooden huts and 
straw and ground sheets were provided. 

(b) As regards sanitary arrangements. Confirmed 

(c) As regards food. We had skilly twice a day while I was at 
the camp. The first issue of Red Cross parcels made after 
my arrival took place after I had been at the Camp for about 
14 days; the next issue took place about 10 days later; 
thereafter parcels were issued weekly; the rate of issue 
throughout was one parcel per man. 

(d) As regards clothing. We were fitted out with Polish and Czech 
clothing. 

(e) As regards health. I know of two cases of meningitis; but 
there was no general outbreak of meningitis in my time. 

(f) As regards medical arrangements. There was a Sick Bay with 
accommodation for 26 or 28 men. This was staffed by a South 
African, Lance Corporal Jacobs, who was under the direction of 
an Italian M.O. (who was stationed outside the Camp, and only 
visited the Sick bay from time to time). The Sick Bay depended 
almost exclusively on Red Cross Medical supplies: there were no 
anaesthetics nor sheets and there was an acute shortage of 
bandages. When the Italian Red Cross visited the Campo wecompilain. 
ed of deficiencies in medical supplies. The Camp Authorities 
expressed themselves as satisfied with the medical 
arrangements: this would be in or about February 1943. 

(g) There was no Padre in the Camp. 
5. 	I know nothing of the incident referred to in paragraph 3 

of ex.Private Herodts said Affidavit. 
SWORN at 1 Walm Lane Willesden Green) 
in the County of Middlesex this 25th) 	 G.H. CROSS 
day of July 1945. Before me, 

R.H. SPEECHLEY 
A Commissioner for Oaths. 
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IN THE MATTER OF :- 

The ill-treatment of prisoners 
of war and breaches of the 
Geneva Conventions, 1929, at 
Camp No. 85 at Tuturano from 
December 1942 to May 1943 

AFFIDAVIT 

- of 

W/10. G. H. CROSS, R.A.F. 

4 

• 

1 

4 

THE TREASURY SOLICITOR. 



2045 
IN THE MATTER OF :. 

The breach of Article 31 of the Geneva Convention 
1929 (relating to the permitted employment of 
prisoners of war) at Camp No.85 at Tuturano on 
dates unknown but prior to larch 1943, by the 
employment of prisoners of war on the construction 
of an aerodrome. 

I, f/6200899 Lance Corporal CHARLES HERBERT HARRIS, kik., 
now of 604 Company 	 (C.M.T.) of Armagh House, 
Coatsworth Road, Gateshead, Durham, with a permanent address 
at 23, Northfield Road, Orrell, Bootle, Liverpool 20, make 
oath and say as follows 

1. On or about the 20th June, 1942, whilst serving with 
90th Sub-Area Infantry H.Q., I was captured and taken prisoner 
of war at El-Fuka, Egypt. 

2. With other prisoners, I was taken to the Italian H.Q. at 
El-euka, thence, the following day, to Tobruk; thence, on or 
about the 25th June, 1942 to Derna, and thence, the following 
day, to benghazi. Just after Christmas, 1942 (i.e. about 26th 
December) we were transferred from Benghazi to a transit camp 
in Tripoli where we remained four or five days. We were then 
shipped to Sicily; conveyed to the Italian mainland and sent 
by train to Brindisi, where we arrived early in the New Year 
of 1943. from Brindisi we were marched approximately 10 miles 

3. The whole of the time I was at Tuturano, parties of 
prisoners of war (entirely, or for the most part, South Africans) 
were daily detailed to take part in the construction of runways 
in an aerodrome near the camp. The prisoners so detailed were 
conveyed to the site by German transport, and, though I cannot 
now recall its name, I believe it was an aerodrome under German 
command. Certain South Africans from my compound (whose names, 
rank and units are unknown to me) were detailed for this work. 
I am unable to supply any information tending to establish 
the identity of the officer or N.0.0. in charge of prisoners 
of war employed in constructing the said run..ways. 

SIWRII by the said Charles Herbert) 
Harris at Gateshead in the County) 
of Durham this 30th day of April ) 	L/Cpl. HARRIS, C.H. 
1945 

t3ef ore me, 
L. kULOAHY 
A Commissioner for Oaths. 

to Prisoner of War Camp No.85, Tuturano; from which, on the 
invasion of Sicily, we were transferred to Prisoner of War Camp 
(N0.70?) konturano. I escaped from the Lonturano Camp in 
September, 1943; rejoining British forces on or about the 6th 
December 1943 at a village which I think is called "Cassali". 
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The ill.treatment of british prisoners of• war and 
breaches of the Geneva Conventions, 1929, at Camp 
No.85. at Tuturano during the period of some four 
weeks from the end of March, 1942. 

AFFIDAVIT. 

I, THOMAU EENEsI HEROD, released from the Army on the 15th 
November, 1944 and now engaged at the Post Office, but at one 
time No.193626, Private 309 General Transport Company, R.A.S.C. 

and with a permanent address at 16 Bassett Road, W.10. make 
oath and say as follows :. 

1. I was taken prisoner at Gazala, North Africa on the 15th 
December, 1941 and was thence taken to Benghazi where I stayed 
two days; to Crete whore I stayed some 2 to 3 weeks; and then 
to Greece where I stayed about a month. I was then sent to 
Sari Italy where I arrived at about March, 28th 1942 and stayed 
one day and was then sent on to Camp No.85 at Tuturano where I 
stayed some 3 to 4 weeks. 

2. The conditions at the said Camp No.85 at Tuturano during 
the period named was as follows 

As regards accommodation. We were housed in tents for 
two days and then in wooden huts but there was no bedding 
provided; only straw. 

As regards sanitary arrangements, the accommodation was 
very inadequate: we had to queue up and that was an impossible 
situation as a large percentage of prisoners had dysentery. 

As regards food. The daily ration was: a small roll, 
about 5 grammes of choose, a pint of vegetable skilly with 
macaroni or rice, a small piece of meat once a week. This 
diet was certain starvation and we only had one Red Cross 
parcel during the period that I was there. 

As regards clothing. None was issued while I was in the 
said Camp. 

In consequence of the above conditions there was a lot of 
disease, chiefly dysentery, desert sores, scabies, malnutrition 
was almost universal throughout the Camp and there was a 
serious outbreak of meningitis. 

As regards medical arrangements there was a sick bay; but 
no regular medical inspection until the meningitis appeared 
when an Italian Medical Officer came round and ordered us into 
tents which were Italian ground sheets buttoned together and 
quite ineffective in bad weather. I went sick myself several 
times for dysentery. There was only one Italian Medical 
Officer although there were about 800 prisoners of war in the 
Camp at that time. There were no medical supplies so far as I 
could see or hear of beyond aspirin tablets; and some kind of 
antiseptic wash for the skin diseases, and for the meningitis 
threat we were given white tablets which the English Medical 
Orderlies said they thought were L. & B. 
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3. 	During the time that I was at the said Camp there 
was an incident whe% four men (I cannot now give their 
names, ranks or units) who escaped and two were recaptured 
just outside the Camp. I myself saw these two men chained 
outside the huts all night to a tree. Next morning the 
rest of the Camp were ordered to parade. We refused until 
the two men were released. The Commandant then called 
in some naval units with tommy guns and we had to give 
way. After mid-day the two men were unchained and put 
in a small but for solitary confinement. I cannot give 
the names of any of the Italian Authorities at the time 
except that one of the Commanding Officers was an Italian 
Lieutenant Bappy, and he spoke English well and anted as 
Camp Interpreter. I feel sure that Company Sergeant 
Mayor Chivers (or Shivers) of the First Battalion Buffs 
could give information with regard to incidents and treat. 

ment in this Camp and probably as to the Italian personnel. 
He was our Camp Leader and I think was taken as prisoner 
of war to Germany. 

SWORN by the said THOMAS ERNEST ) 
HEROD at 185 Ladbroke Grove in ) 
the County of London this 15th ) 	 T.E. HEROD 
day of June 1945 

Before me, 

OHAS. E. ROBERTS 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 
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IN THE MATTER OF ts. 

e i11-treatment of British 
risoners of War and breaches of 
the Geneva Conventions 1929 at 
Camp Ko.88 at Tuturano during the 
period of some four weeks from the 
end of karch 1942. 

Copy 

AFFIDAVIT 

- of 

THOMAS ERNEST HEROD. 

THE TREASURY SOLICITOR. 



L r 

21:314 
IN THE LATTER OF :- 

The ill-treatment of British Prisoners of war and 
breaches of Geneva Conventions 1929 at Camp No.85 
at Tuturano near Brindisi in June 1942. 

AFFIDAVI T. 

I, FREDERICK LLOYD, Guardsman No.2657566 of the 
Coldstream Guards 3rd Battalion at present at Wellington 
barracks, Westminster Garrison, S.W.1., and with a permanent 
address at 1, isrick Kiln Cottages, Adeney, near Wellington, 
L3alop, make oath and say as follows :- 

?. 	I 1043 taken prisoner of war at Tobruk in June 1942. 
I was then taken to a camp at Derna in North Africa where I 
stayed 12 hours; then to camp at Tinimi where I stayed 12 
hours and thence to Benghazi where I stayed ten days. From 
there I was sent to Camp No.85 at Tuturano near Brindisi where 
I stayed three days at the end of June 1942. 

2. 	The conditions at the said camp at Tutorano were very bad. 
We had to sleep in the open on the first two nights and then 
some of us had accommodation for one night in a hut. There 
were about 3,000 men altogether at the said camp . those that 
had a but allotted to them were very overcrowded; some 100 or 
so in a hut. 

As to sanitary conditions in the said camp, there were 
very few small latrines; otherwise there were open slit 
trenches which were swarming with flies and mosquitoes. 

The food ration consisted of 200 grammes of bread, one 
pint of thin macaroni or rice skilly and once in the three days 
that I was there I had a small piece of cheese. This ration 
would just keep a fit man alive for a time living on his fat. 
But it meant gradual starvation, and the diseases consequent 
thereon which would be bound to develop in time. 

SWORN at 18 Dartmouth Street in ) 
the Oity of Westminster this 12th) 
	

F. LLOYD. 
day of June 1945 

Before me, 

H.R. EGGAR 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 
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IN THE LATTER OF :. 

The ill-treatment of British 
prisoners of war and breaches of 
Geneva Conventions 1929 at Camp 
B0.85 at ruturano near Brindisi 
in June 1942. 

Copy 

AFFIDAVIT 

- of 

No. 2657566 GUARDSIAN FREDERICK 
LLOYD. 

THE TREASURY SOLICITOR. 
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IN THE LATTER OF 

The ill-treatment of Prisoners of War and Breaches 
of the Ueneva Conventions, 1929 at Camp No.85 at 
Tuturano during the period from 7th to 10th July,1942. 

A el YIDAVI T. 

I, No. 914573 Lance-Bombardier ALbERT O'MALLEY of 195 
Yield Regiment R.A., Rhos..on-Sea, Colwyn bay, with a home 
address at 25 Partington Avenue, Bootle, Liverpool, make oath 
and say as follows :- 

1. I was captured and taken prisoner of war at Tobruk on 
21st June 1942. I was taken from Tobruk to Benghazi, where I 
remained till about the 3rd July 1942. I was then shipped to 
Brindisi in Italy where I arrived on the 7th July 1942. Lrom 
Brindisi, I was sent to Camp No.85 at Tuturano where I arrived 
on the date of my disembarkation; leaving that camp for Camp 
No.o6 at Capua on the 10th idem. 

2. At Tuturano there was one large compound which contained 
several thousand prisoners of war, most of whom were 
accommodated in tents, but a few in huts. There were 10 or 
12 huts in the compound, each housing about 100 men. I was 
in one of the huts. We slept on two-tier beds which were not 
unduly crowded together; but we were issued with no bedding 
and we had only our great coats. 

3. Sanitary arrangements consisted of slit trenches and 
there were no washing facilities at all. We had to queue for 
drinking water. 

4. We had ersatz coffee for "breakfast" and about POO grammes 
of bread each day. At mid-day some of us had skilly and those 
who could not be served at mid-day had their skilly at 16.30 
hours. We received Red Cross parcels fairly regularly and each 
parcel was shared among 10 men. 

5. Dysentery was rife and our own medical officer:, could do 
vory little with the medical supplies and equipment at their 
disposal. 

6. Whilst I was at this camp a sergeant and two ci,her ranks 
were chained by their wrists overhead to the wire enclosure. 
This occurred about two hours a day for four or five days. They 
were accused of stealing, but I do not know with what 
justification. 

7. Except as otherwise herein stated, I know of no acts of 
violence of note committed against prisoners of w9,r Thile I 
was at this camp. 

:MORN by the said ALbERT O'MALLEY) 
at Colwyn bay in the Uounty of 	) 	ALBERT O'MALLEY 
Denbigh this 9th day of July 1945) 

Isefore me, 
E. tom. Al4PHLETT 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 
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IN THE MATTER Or' :- 

The ill-treatment of Prisoners of War and Breaches 
of the Geneva Conventions, 1929, at Camp No.8B at 
Tuturano in August 1942. 

A F F I D A V I T. 

Number 4446408 R.Q.M. S. JAMES PERCIVAL, Durham Light 
Infantry, at No.2 N.Z.E.F. Reception Group, Folkestone, Kent 
with a private address at 184, Port Road, Bermondsey, London 
S.E.1. make Oath and say as follows :- 

1. I was captured near Fuka on the 29th June 1942 by German 
Troops and handed over to the Italians at Tobruk. On the 
2nd August or thereabouts I left Italy by sea and arrived at 
brindisi on the 3rd August. I then went to Transit Camp 
No.85 at Tuturano where I remained for a few days. 

2. The conditions in this Camp were terrible. We were 
accommodated in canvas tents and the Italians took away our 
English blankets and gave us instead Italian ones which were 
alive with lice. The tents were made of Italian ground-
sheets and were terribly overcrowded. There were some huts 
in the Camp but these were full of prisoners who had arrived 
earlier. 

3. We were very short of food but we got one Red Cross 
parcel between ten which prevented us starving. 

4. Sanitation consisted only of slit trenches very near the 
tents and were not enough for the number of men. 

5. The place was full of lice and fleas and any attempts 
the Italians made to deal with this had no effect. No clothing 
was issued at the Camp and we only had our desert kit. The 
men suffered terribly from underfeeding and dysentery and the 
only treatment to be got was a handful of Epsom salts. 

6. I was removed from this Oamp to Camp No.82 at Laterina 
about August 6th. 

SLURN at Folkestone in the 
County of Kent this 18th day of) 
June 1945 

J. PERCIVAL R.Q.M.S. 

Before me, 
G.A. MACKENZIE 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 
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IN THE MATTER OF : 

The ill-treatment of British Prisoners of War and 
breaches of the Geneva Conventions 1929 at Camp No.85 
at Taturano Italy during the period from about 30th 
November 1942 to about the 28th May 1943 

AFFIDAVIT 

I, STANUla RDWARD WURR, No. 7877183, Sergeant in the 4th 
Royal Tank Regiment, with a present address at 1 0.r..U. Hatfield, 
Herte, and with a permanent address at 256a Kilburn High Road, 
N,-1,A make Oath and say as follows :- 

1. 	I was taken prisoner of war on the 21st June 1942 at Tobruk, 
North Africa. From there I was sent to Derna where I stayed some 
nine to ten days: then to Benghazi, where I stayed until the 11tH 
November 1942: then to a camp - I do not know its name - which was 
some seven or eight kilos south of Tripoli (not Suane Ben Adem) 
where I stayed until the 24th November 1942: then to Camp No.85 at 
Tuturano, Italy, where / stayed from about the 30th November 1942 
to about the 28th May 1943: then to Camp No.70 at Monturano where 
I stayed from about the 29th May 1943 to about the 24th September 
1043. I was then rounded up by the Germans and sent to Stalag IVB 
at Jacobetal in Germany. 

2• 	During the period that I was at Camp No. 85 at Tuturano, 
namely, from the 30th November 1942 to the 28th May 1943, the 
conditions were as follows :- 

As regards accommodation. We were kept in tents until Marsh 
1041. These consisted of Italian groundsheets buttoned together, 
and, although we had two layers of them with a little space in 
between, they did not succeed in keeping the weather out and it was 
extremely cold during the winter for there was no heating of any 
sort. Fires in or near the tents were forbidden. We had some 
brushwood on the ground to sleep on. The whole place got very wet. 
All the prisoners of war in the ()amp were very reduced through 
starvation diet which we had had at Benghazi. I was often half 
conscious through cold and malnutrition. It was not until March 
1041 that I myself could walk about owing to exhaustion and cold. 
In ?larch 1043 we wore put into huts but these were very full of 
vermin of all kind, lice, fleas and rate. 

As regards food, in February 1943 we started to get Red Cross 
parcels. we had had none before. They were fairly regular after 
March 1043. 	We started to pick up then - otherwise the ration 
we received at Tuturano after the lack of food at Benghazi would 
have meant starvation. At Tuturano we were given less than the 
basic ration. We only had per day, one small roll of bread, about 
a pint of thin vegetable skilly with a little macaroni or rice 
and on-e a week we were supposed to have a small piece of meat 
but did not get it often. The meat ration failed sometimes. On 
the day we were duo for meat ration, we received no vegetable 
issue, or rice. we had a small piece of cheese weekly. 

As regards clothing, I lid not get any issue of clothing 
at all, nor did any of the other prisoners so far as I know. 
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I only had my desert kit and a blanket. In February 1943 an 
_Issue of clothing was made. 

As a result of the above conditions there was a good 
deal of disease in the camp, chiefly dysentery and desert 
sores, but there were also cases of jaundice and pneumonia. 

As regards medical conditions, there was a medical 
inspection room and a small hospital. Two Italian officers 
used to visit the camp and there were two South African 
orderlies. They had a small supply of medical equipment and 
medicines. 

The real trouble for the prisoners of war was ae lack 
of vitimins: no natural resistance in consequence cf the 
starvation diet. 

3. 	As regards the Italian personnel in control of the camp, 
I cannot give the name of the Commandan t, but the 2nd in 
command was, I believe, a Captain Angelo. 

SWORN by the said STANLEY EDWARD ) 
VJURR at 2/3 The Sanctuary in the 
City of Westminster this 21st 
day of August 1945 

Before me, 
CHARLES T. HOLLAND. 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 

S. E. WARR. 



1. Commandant  at Camp No.85 at Tuturano, Italy, 
prior to March 1943. 

2. Second.in.Command or Adjutant. 

3. Officer in charge of prisoners of war employed . 
in building aerOdrOMb. 

4. Personnel at said Camp involved in charges of 
111..treatment. 

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

Date uncertain,  but  prior to March 1943. 
Place: Camp No.88 at Tuturano, Italy. 

No. xxix 
Breaches of Articles 2, 9 and 31 of the Geneva 
Convention 1929 relating tO the treatment 	at 
prisoners of war. 

Under English Law: 
1. Unlawful wounding 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

2. Assault. 

  

   

(For the Use of the Secretariat) 

Registered Number. 

2055 
Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

3#.6/ UKit'  ii- 	 1944 

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 

 

UNITED KINGDOM  CHARGES AGAINST ITALIAN 

CHARGE No.  UK - 1/B4i), 

.WAR CRIMINALS 

 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

The charges here are that on some date or dates at present 
unknown, but prior to March 1943, prisoners of war were ill.- 
treated by being hit. and knocned about and being tied to a 
pole, and further some of the prisoners of war were put upon 
work connected with the building of aerodromes. 

THANSM ITTED By 

• Ins2rt serial number under which the case is registered in the files of the National Office of the accusing State. 

(211302) ■%1 1 , 1:0):. 1120 500 7'74 A.& E.W.Ltl. 	Cp.685 
(26924) M.7 1,i; P.1130 5,000 3 14 
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PARTICULARS OF ALLEGED CRIME 205; 

  

These are indicated under the heading of Particulars 
of Evidence in support. 

Breaches of Geneva Convention 1929 relating to 
prisoners of war were of :- 

Article 2, which requires that prisoners of war shall at all 
times be humanely treated and protected, particularly against 
acts of violence, and that measures of reprisal against them 
are forbidden. 

Article 9, which requires that prisoners of war shall not be 
confined or imprisoned except as a measure indispensable for 
safety or health, and only so long as circumstances exist 
which necessitate such a measure. 

Article 31, which requires that work done by 'prisoners'of 
war shall have no direct connection with the operations of 
the war. 
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0103/5023 (P..1.2 a L. 

PAT.-ZACT FROY, INTE'n2OGATION BY MIDDL;; Thi3T OF EXCHANGED BRITISH 
NAVAL PRISON ZS 	 1c2.131. 

INTER-tOCATION of CL 1. SGT._ A.PEIT.DELL,  

CAMP No.51. 

Callp improvements, clerics duties and gardening and store 

parties were the main types of v:ork engaged on. 	I had no 

evidence of our troops being used for war work in 51 Camp but 

on transfer to 85 Ca:Ap at TUTU-ZAN° (a miles South of BRINDI 

the Camp Leader 39803 	 HAMILTON a South :,frican 

reported to me that South Africans were being employed in that 

area for the purpose of building Aerodromes. 
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c3DigEry.IVA/7, 

62221 Pte. 	:= ,C '.G-73 CHILD - 1 3.A.Ir sh 
Captured at 31DI ' .Z%GH on 23rd Lov. 1041. 

Source states that one day in CaJp-85 two South African 
N/ 

prisoners by the names of ;gt.LEE, ex FP. B. attach-d 1 S.A. 

riad a Jewish lad who went under the nickname of "NAPPY", were 

struck in the face, kn-)ck,Fd about and kicked by an Italian 

Lieutenant. 	They were then ti ^d to a pole with their hands 

behind their backs for approx imately three hours and misr,.ed the 

one decent meal of the day. 	The Italian Officer was the Camp 

Interpreter. 

The next time this officer was seen was on 25th 3ept.1043 

at TAANTO where he was a Liaison Officer attached to S.A.A. 

Source made a statement in this connection to an Imperial 

"I" Officer at TA-SANTO. 
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■ 

EXTRACT FRO1 INTRROGATION BY MIDDLE AST CF EXCHANGD }311.1ISH 
NAVAL PRIS01.71,,"3 OF  'f4A': (MA -. 0H 1943'. 

ALBEIT GEORG] SCHOFILD' Stoker DIa191543. 

Also in Italy a man was tied to a tree for what reason I 

don't kno . 	He 1...as tied for about 4 hours. 	This happened at 

a camp 10 miles North of B-ZI:7DISI. 	I believe the name of it 

is TUTTIOANKO. 
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PARTICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT 
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This consists of written reports based on the 
interrogation of exchanged prisoners of war. 

(1) Colour Sergeant A. Rendell R.N.  "Extract from 
Interrogation by -Middle East of exchanged British Naval 
prisoners of war (March 1943)°  No. 0103/5023 (P.W.24). 
He speaks as to prisoners of war being employed on build-
ing aerodromes. (Copy interrogation attached hereto). 

(2) Private P.G. Child, No. 62221. 1 S.A. Irish.  "Extract 
of Interrogation" G.S.D.I.G./Brit/4/7. He speaks as to 
incidents of ill-treatment. (Copy interrogation attached 
hereto). 

(3) A.G. Schofield Stoker D • . 191543. "Copy 
Interroga on •y ;id• e as o exc nged British Naval 
Prisoners of Wae (March 1943)" No. 0103/5023 (P.W.2.A), 
He reports an instance of cruelty to a British prisoner 
of war. (Copy interrogation attached hereto.). 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 

(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence ; 
(c) whether the case appearsIto be reasonably complete.) 

It remains to ascertain the names of the acoused in this 
case. There should be little difficulty in asoertaining who the 
superior officers in charge were. The Camp records will be called 
for, from which certainly the names of the superior officers 
should be readily ascertainable, and it may be that some Of the 
incidents referred to are also noted. Some enquiry might be made 
of Lieutenant Colonel Abbanesi who became commandant of this camp 
on March 8th 1943, the matters complained of having been during 
the regime of his predecessor. So far as the responsibility of 
those in control is concerned, the evidence at present obtained 
foes to show that cases of cruelty were going on and prisoners 
were being employed on work which is prohibited by the Geneva 
Convention. These incidents oould not well have existed without 
being observed by those in control of the Camp. In the case of 
employment on work forbidden by the Convention this must have 
been a matter of,the orders of the Commandant, or with his 
knowledge. In any event a prima facie case is raised against 
him. 

Every endeavour will, of course, be made to obtain the 
attendance of the said witnesses, but it may well be that the 
rules of evidence prevailing at the trial may permit written 
extracts of interrogations. As to what def enoes might be raised; 
it is difficult to imagine what could be said by way of a 
defence by the superior officers in oharge of the Camp once the 
incidents are proved. 
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IN THE "IATTERS OP : 

(A) ASSAULT ON cikJOR REEVES at Camp No.75 at Bari in or 
about January 1942. 

(B) THE' ILL-TREATMENT of British prisoners of War and breaches 
of the Geneva Conventions 1929 at Camp ro, 75 at Bari 
during the period December 1941 to March 1942. 

(C) ASSAULT ON A BRITISH Prisoner of War by Tenente Benicasa 
during the period March 1942 and August 1943 at Camp 
No.35 at Padula. 

(D) MURDER BY GINO BASCIONI and GIOVANNI ROMANELLI and others 
of L/CPL WARNER and PRIVATE WALKER. in the District of 
Ascoli in the Spring of 1944. 

I, WILLIAM PETER BULM7R, Captain, R.A. at present 
stationed at 123 O.C.T.U., Catterick Camp, with permanent home 
address, 14A Park Drive, Heaton, Bradford, MAKE OATH and say 
as rollows 

1• 	I became a Prisoner of War at Gazala, Libya, December 15th 
1941. I was captured by the Germans and removed to a PAW 
Transit Camp at Benghazi. I remained there one night and 
with other officers was removed by submarine to Taranto. I 
was taken to P/W Transit Camp at Bari whore I remained until 
the end of March. 

2. During the period December 1941 to March 1942 at Bari the 
camp conditions wore very bad indeed both for officers and men. 
The Oommandant during that time was Captain Somavilla who wan 
violently anti-British and very cruel in every way. 

There was great over-crowding: the officers had two huts 
for about 160 officers: the men were herded like cattle. 

As to food, it was very bad, and very inadequate. Two 
meals a day: 150 to 200 grammes of bread: a pint of thin 
macaroni soup: half an ounce of fish occasionally: occasionally 
a little fruit. 	It was semi-starvation, and cases of 
malnutrition and consequent diseases rapidly appeared. Red 
Cross parcels occasionally relieved the situation, but the 
issue was constantly held up and there was wholesale pilfering. 
Captain Somavilla himself controlled the Red Cross issue. 
Frequent applications were made to him to allow a representative 
of the Red Cross or the protecting powsr to Gee the Camp, but 
he refused. 

(1'44  AB to medical arrangements, they were utterly inadequate. 
The Italian officers supplied neither proper inspection or 

. medical equipment or supplies. 

As to sanitation, this was very primitive, and our men were 
locked in from dusk until dawn and not allowed out on any pretext. 
Diseases in consequence became rife. There were many cases of 
dysentery and desert sores, and advanced malnutrition. 

The Italian medical authorities took no steps to alleviate 
the conditions and showed no sympathy. It was only when a 
case was desperate that it was taken to the neighbouring hospital. 

3. In or about January 1942 I recollect the case of the 
assault on Major Reeves. Just after dusk he left one but to 
go into the other - a matter of some 'AO yards - a course which 

0 
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it was necessary for him and which he was entitled to take, 
I believe one of the sentries shouted "halt", and I believe 
Major Reeves complied. I heard a shot, but was not able to 
look out. The following morning I heard that Major Reeves 
had been shot in the shoulder by a bullet. Protests were 
male by our senior British Officer to Captain Somavilla but 
he refused to discuss the incident. 

4. In March 1942 I left Bari and went to Camp. No .35 at Padula 
and remained there until August Ath 1943. During that time 
one of the Italian Officers, Tenente Benicasa, struck one of 
the British Officers in the face while in the dormitories one 
evenincr. I am unable at the moment to give the name, rank, 
or unit of the said British officer. 

5. 

	

	On August eth 1943 I left Padula and was sent to Camp. No. 19 
at Bologna where / stayed until a date just after the armistice 
in September 1943. On my escape I went in company with Captain 
Maides, Royal Tank Regiment, and Lieutenant Wagner, Welch 
Regiment, and others, and we journeyed through the districts 
of San Marino, Fabriano and Fermo, until I joined the Allied 
Forces towards the end of May 1944. During that time in the 
district of Ascoli I remember the murder of L/Cpl. Warner and 
Pte. Walker. I knew them both, and at the time they were 
lodging not far from me with a farmer. Warner and Walker, and 
two or three others, were on the day in question lying up in 
the crops near a river. I was some 300 to 400 yards away in 
the company of the said Captain Maides, Sgt. Gunn, R.7., and 
two other men called .;vans and Southall. I heard several shots, 
and was told afterwards that Warner and Walker had been killed. 
I went the next lay with the said Southall to see the farmer 
with whom the two victims were lodging. He confirmed that they 
had been so shot-and T was told that. the shooting had been 

',done by Gino,.Basoioni.  and others acting under the orders of V . x- Rosoioli,,rne head of a local Fascist militia. /  

P 
V 

SWORN by the said William Peter ) 
Bulmer at Richmond in the County) 	WILLIAM P7TER BULL. ER. Capt.R.A. 
of York on the 25th day of May 
194 5 

Before me, 
R, BORROWS. 
A Commissioner for Oaths. 
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IN THE MATTERS OF : 

(A) Assault on Major Reeves at 
Camp No.75 at sari in or about 
January 1942. 

(B) e /11-treatment of British 
risoners of War and breaches of 
the Geneva Conventions 1929 at 
Camp No.75 at Bari during the 
period December 1941 to March 
1942. 

(C) Assault on a British Prisoner 
of War by Tenente Benioasa 
during the period March 1942 and 
August 1041 at Oamp No.35 at 
Padula. 

(D) Murder by Gino Bascioni and 
Giovanni Romanelli and others of 
L/Cpl. Warner and Private Walker 
in the District of Ascoli in the 
Spring of 1944. 

AFFIDAVIT 

- of - 

CAPTAIN WILLIAM PETER BULMER 

THE TREASURY SOLICITOR. 
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IN TUE MATTER Or' :- 

The murder of Lance Corporal Reginald Warner 
and Private James Walker at or near Form°, 
Italy in the Spring of 1944. 

Aere IDA1IT 

1, AhTHUk WALTER EVANS a Second Lieutenant in the Pioneer 
Corps. stationed at Lancaster and with permanent address at 
8, kontoalm Close, Hayes, Kent, make oath and say as follows :- 

1. In January 1942 I was taken prisoner at, baroi, Libya, and 
was taken to a Prisoner of War Camp at eenghaai; was kept there 
five days and then transferred to Tarhuna, approximately sixty 
miles from Tripoli, where i stayed aoout fourteen days. 
Thence I was shipped to Camp Nc.66 at Capua, Italy, arriving 
there about the end of eebruary 1)-V, and stayed there for 
about three months until the end of Lay 1942, thence I was 
sent to Camp No.65 at Gravina. I was kopt at Gravina until 
about July 1943 whence I was sent to Camp No.53 at Macerata. 
I was Prisoner of War at Camp No.53 at liccerata from July 
until the Armistice in September 1943. 

2. At about the Armistice in September 1943 I left Camp 
No.53 at kacerata in the company of Lance Corporal G.H.A. Tyler 
and we, joined at times by others, wandered for some eight 
months in the district of Ascoli, mainly in the arottazzolina 
area. During that period - I cannot now fix the exact date 
but I think it was in the Spring of 1944 - there occurred in 
that d7',strict the murder of Lance Corporal Reginald Warner 
and Private James Walker. I was in the company of Lance 
Corporal Tyler at the time and a short distance from the spot 
where the murder took place. I heard the shots, and although 
I did not see the bodies of the said two men it was common 
talk in the district afterwards that two Prisoners of War had 
been killed by the said shooting, namely the two men above 
named. 

SWORN at Lancaster in the County ) 
of Lancaster the 14th day of 
June 1945 

A.W. EVANS 
2/Lieut. 348629, 
Pioneer Corps. 

before me, 

x. T. SANDERSON, 

A Com;;Assioner for Oaths. 
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IN THE LATTER OF :. 

The murder of Lance Corporal 
Aeginald Warner and Private James 
Walker at or near Fermo, Italy, 
in the Spring of 1944. 

Copy 

AFFIDAVIT 

. of 

2/Lieut. A.W. EVANS 

THE TREASURY SOLICITOR. 
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IN THE MATTER OF :- 

The murder of Lance-Corporal Warner and Private 
Walker at or near Fero, Italy, in the Spring 
of 1944 

AFFIDAVIT  

I, REGINALD GORDON GUNN, No. 1869586, Mech. Staff Sergeant, 
R.E. at present at No. 1 Bomb Disposal Company, R.7., Walton 
Street Barracks, Hull, Yorkshire; and with a permanent address 
at 86 Buokland Avenue, Dover Kent, make Oath and say as 
follows :- 

1. In June 1942, I wEv; taken prisoner at Tobruk, North Africa. 
I was taken then to Camps at Derna and Benghazi. 

2. In August 1942, T arrived at Camp No. 87 at Benevento, 
Italy, where I stayed some three months and from there was sent 
to Camp No. 53 at Macerata where I stayed until about the 15th 
September 1943 - the time of the armistice. 

3. On or about the 15th September 1943, 
No.53 at Macerata and from then until the 
I rejoined the Allied Forces) I wandered, 
of war, mainly in the Ascoli district. 

During that period near Form, I got to know Lance-Corporal 
Reginald Warner, 1/6 Queen's Royal Regiment, and Private James 
Walker, Second Oamerons. They were living near me and used to 
hide, with others, near a river. On the day in question, which 
I cannot fix precisely, I heard shots in their direction. I was 
told later the same day by a local Italian labourer (whose name 

i I cannot give) that the two eaid men had been killed and that 
the assailants were a Fascist called q1-119_Paaoolai  and others. 
The said Baeconi was one of a gang of -Fasciste, the leader of 
which was one lloacioll„who operated in the district. The two 
said victims were buried in Fermo Cemetery, Graves Numbers 
40 to 41 or 41 to 42. 

I escaped from Camp 
24th May 1944 (when 
with other prisoners 

SWORN at the City and county ) 
of Kingston upon Hull the 
15th day of June 1945 

REGINALD G. GUNN. 

Before me, 
THOS. 0. JACKSON. 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 
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IN THE MATTER OF :- 

The murder of Lance-Oorporal 
Warner and Private Walker at 
or near Fermo, Italy, in Spring 
of 1944 

AFFIDAVIT 

- of - 

REGINALD GORDON GUNN 

THE TR7A3URY SOLICITOR, 
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IN TH7 1ATT7R 	: 
	 20'?0 

The murder of Lance-Corporal /arner and Private 
Walker at or near Fero, Italy in the Spring of 1)44 

AFFIDAVIT 

I, GL7NTON HT RB7RT ARTPUR TYLER, Army No.3971127, Lance 
Corporal, at present at "C" Company, 21at Infantry Training 
Camp, During Linea, Brecon, South Wales, and with 'a permanent 
address at 43 Fisher House, Barnabury Road, Islington, Lonlon, r. 
make Oath and say as follows :- 

1. I wan taken prisoner on the 30th January 1942 at Barce, 
near Benghazi, Libya; I wan then taken to Benghazi; then.to 
Tarhuna in Tripoli; then to Naples and eventually arrived at 
Camp No.68 at Capua where I stayed from February 1942 until 
June 1942: thence I was sent to Camp N0.85 at Gravina where I 
stayed from June 1942 to about June 1943: then went to Camp 
No.53 at Macerata where I stayed from about June 1943 until the 
Armistice on the 8th September 1943. 

2. At the time of the Armistice in September 1943 I escaped 
from the said Camp No.53 at Macerata and went off with others, 
wandering mainly in the Ascoli district. I was in the company 
of Staff Sergeant Reginald Gordon Gunn, R.7. No. 1889588 and 
Arthur Walter 7vans, now a Cadet, both of whom have made 
Affidavits with regard to the incidents (inter alia) which 
occurred during the period, September 1943 until about May 1944, 
when I rejoined the Allied Forces. 

I have perused the Affidavit of the said Staff Sergeant 
Gunn sworn and dated the 15th day of June 1945 with regard to :- 

"The murder of Lance Corporal Warner and Private Walker 
at or near Form, Italy, in the Spring of 1944". 

I confirm all the facts deposed to by the said Staff 
Sergeant Gunn'in'the said Affidavit as regards the murder of 
the said Lance Corporal Warner and the said Private Walker. I 
was not an eye witneso, but wan told the same facto by 
relatives of the Italians with whom I was staying. I believe 
the scene of the incident wan Belmonto. 

SWORN at 2/3 The Sanctuary in) 
the City of Westminster thin 	GL7NTON B.A. TYLER. 
3rd day of September 1945 

Before me, 
CHARL7S T. HOLLATTO. 

A Commissioner fbr oaths. 



1. Chief of eascists in the Province of Ascoli 

2. Chief of Fascists in the District where accused 
Nos. 3 and 4 operated. 

3. Gino Bascioni, prominent Fascist of Belmonte,. 

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be transiate,L) 

Province of Ascoli. 

    

     

4. Giovanni Romanelli, Mares, of Grottazzolina 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

Date unknown 
At or near Fermo 

No.xxix 
Breach of Geneva Convention 1929 ffick and wounded? 

Article 1. 
Breach of Geneva Convention 1929 ffrisoners of v'ar7 

-Article 2. 	 
Under-Engliah-Law t. 
(1) Murder  

- (2)11anslaughter 
-(3) .. Wounding with intent 	to do grievous bodily harm. 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

OM. 

(For the Use of the Secretariat)  

Negistcrcd Numher. Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

7 1 2 MAR i..4s 	Z0  
/  

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 
UNITED KINGDOI1 

CHARGES AGAINST 	ITALIAN  

CHARGE No.  UK I/B 49  * 

..WAR CRIMINALS 

   

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

On a date at present unknown in the Province of Ascoli in the 
area near Fermo murder by the third accused, assisted to an extent 
unknown by 4th accused of L/Cpl. Reginald Warner 1/6 Queens Royal 
Regiment and Pte. James Walker 2nd Battalion, Camerons. 

Third accused killed Warner outright, how it is not stated, 
but probably by shooting. At the same time, he shot Walker in the 
stomach; no medical treatment was given but he Wq9 sent a five hour 
journey in a bullock cart to Fermo Hospital. 71e died two days later. 
The Medical Officer said that if attention had been given at the time 
his life would have been saved. Third accused is said to have been 
assisted in both crimes by fourth accused. First and second accused 
are, prima facie, resroneible for attacks by their followers on 
prisoners of war. 

TRANS. l'ITED BY 

• 
ins?rt serial number under which the case is registered in the files of the National Office of the accusing State. 

pmv too 1 II 

(26024) 	t . 	1,17 1'.1139 5,000 3 31 
A.& E.W.Lt I. (p.685 



Page 2 

  

■ 

PARTICULARS OF ALLEGED CRIME 2072 

 

   

(a) Under War Crimea List Section xxix as to ill—treatmellk 
of prisoners of war. 

(b) Breach of Geneva Convention 1929 with regard to the 
amelioration of the wounded and sick 

(c) Breach of Second Geneva Convention 1929 

Section 2 which requires that prisoners of war should 
be humanely treated and protected and that measures 
of reprisal against them are forbidden. 

(d) Under English Law 

(1) Murder 

(2) Manslaughter 

(3) Wounding with intent to do grievous bodily harm. 
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M.1.9/SKP/S30. 

P.W. 

Sit;CR,a. 

 

CSDIC/SAW830/6. 

The following is an extract from 'Above report by 1869566 .uoch. 
S/Sgt. 	 Al 	1:4orks): 

"thar&s.  Settimio  ROSCIOLI oV „Ionterinaldo, erov. Ascoli, has 
shot 2 PritETC-Fl. e`-rank oL,JPJ,a, 	anu ills brother. Both 
are buried in 1.10ATAPPO 

ROSCIOLI is believed to have killeu another - identity unknown. 
He also captured 4 P/W, and beat LUCIANI GIMRINO owner of the 
house where they were takol. In A.1014Th• S. ,4ARTIHo he beat up •t 

doctor who had helped 1)/W. 

GINO BASCIOi4I of B,LLthOHM, erov. 	 L/Cpl. Reginald 
TUR7,771767Zueens Royal iegt. and Pte. Janes 	2 Bn. 
Camerons. The 1a6t was gravely wounded in the stomach by a 
Tommy...gun burst. He was given no medical treatment, and tr ans. 
ported by bullock cart to FLOM() hospital. The journey took 5 hrs. 
The doctor who attended.him said that if he had medical attention 
within a short time, he would have lived. 2 P/W captured with 
him gave blood transfusions. Ho diou within 2 days. 

BASCI0.4I was assisted by uIOVANhl 11014AH,I.LLI, Aargp,of 
GROTTAZZOLINA. 

Capt. Francesco CATIHI, of GROTTAZZOL11LA, an ex..Podesta has 
complete infor:ne.tion regarding the deaths of British e/w killed 
by Fascists in this Brea". 

(Sgd) A.U. ALLAH, 	3/0 
for Lieut. Colonel, 

G.S. 

W.1.9. 
IJ;4t. 1295/7. 18th June 1944. 
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I N 	THE 	NiATTERS 	of 

(A) THE iaLamecT of isRITI81! PISONLA OF WAR and 
bREAGHEL of THE CENEJA CONVERTlON 19 at CAKP Ye  .e7 
at BENEVENTO 	 •from Aesteet to November 194P. 

(b) THE 1:1,b—VREATLENT of bRITTS2 PRISONERS OF V:AR and 
Jils17.1E6 of TkIE iENE/A CMJEETION 171 29 at CAMP No.53 
at LACERIA during the period from December 194? to 
September 1045. 

('3) THE MURDER of TROOPER AARON at CALI,  Ne.53 at VACERATA 
in JI.Ine o-a July 1943. 

(D) 'ME LW:LER of SUT. FORD and WOUNDING of ANOTHER 
PRISONER oe WAR at or near YOCLIAr0 in October 

or December 1943. 

(E) THE MRDER of L/CPL. I.ARNER and PTE. v.ALKeii at or near 
4JER1d0, I'ALX in the Ppring of 1944. 

kiq THE IXRDERS of 11.;PL, FRANK COOPER aad FOUR OTHERS 
in the ASCOLI DISTRICT :;11 or about Apri! 

Ae 	IDA11 T. 

I, REUINALD aoaDoN GUNN, Lech. Staff Sergeant, R.E. at 
present at No.1 ric.mb Dieposal Company R.E. Tyre "P" Camp, 
Testerhope, Newcaatle.on.Tine, Northumberlari: with permanent 
addreae at Be Bum land Aveakie, Dover, Kent, make oath and say 
as follows 

1. 	In June 1942, I wee taken prteoner at Tobrulr_, N. Africa. 
I sae taken thence to camps at Derna and Benghazi. 

P. 	In August 194 I arrived at Camp No. t37, at Benevento, via 
r..ndisi and W33 there three months. This we the worst camp 
that I ever was in. It was closed down in or about November 
1942 owing to its appalling conditions and management. 

A9 a result of objection by the Proteetinv Power a Court 
Martial or Enquiry was hold and I believe that, in consequence, 
some action Was taken against the officer responsible. 

The camp vas in a field with tente made out of ground 
sheete buttoned together. These frequently blew down and rain 
alwayd came through. There were sore 2,00f) men in each 
compound eausing great overcrowding, 

AG regards sanitary conditions, they aonaisted of a few 
silt erenohee among the torts. 

There wore no medieal arrangementa at all at first. Dater 
ofie medical inspection room was opened but there was no 
aceommoJation or equipment to deal with bad eaaos. The camp was 
infeeted with vermin; dysentery and desert sores were rife; and 
ipht.aeria broke out. There tae an instance whe:e three men. 
Weir names, ranks and units I cannot now give) who were 
desperately ill from dyoentery. One wae a stretcher case and 
the ot'laers could oarely walk. The Italian Officer in charge 
this name, rank and unit I cannot give) made the said two man 
carry the stretcher oatee to the etation a'rou't; half a snile away, 

As to food, it waa a slov" aeae.altion diet and resulted 
a large nuMer of case: or malnutrition. The daily ration was 

Nit 

1. 
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40 	200 aaesnae of areaa, aaout 	inchea squara 	choaae and ] nina ar .50.11y ‘Aita anaaraoi. 

No pay waa iasued to prisonors while I wa there. 

4bout eiia-aovember 1042 I arrived via Capua at Camp 
No.a-a at aiacort, (aforza-Coata) near Ancona, Ascoli, and 
atayed until 	September 1943. I, evoutually, became a 
aation 1,(' ter in charge or' part of this Camp. 

The accoracaaition was a large stone building with a 
000uitt5 floor and we had no bode. 

Fo eloaiiht; was iaaued during the winter, although we 
only had desert kit. We had two blankets at night. In conse.. 
quence there serf.: many cases of pneumonia. 

The madical arrangements were Quits inadequato; no 
medicine or equioment. 

lha waahin,a facilities (,onaisted of one pipe with a 
hole drilled. 

b. 

Aaoat Larah/April 19ar." at the raid Camp No.53 at kacerata 
:.hera was a aaee of a man rhis naraa rank and unit I cannot 
give/ rho, while awaiting roll call, stepped over the trip 
wif; to urirata. This was against orders, and it may be that 
ahe sentry taouaht the nriooner was attempting to escape; but 
he irod with a bullet and killed the said prisoner instantly. 

On 15th baptember 1943 I escaped from Camp No.53 at 
!il.aerata, and from then until 24th iLay 1944 (when I rejoined 
the allied forces) I wandered, with other prisoners of war, 
mainly in the Ascoli district. 

During that period I heard of the case of the killing 
of Sergeant Ford and the wounding of another prisoner of 
c!ar by two Italian youths at or near Logliano, 

S. 	between September 1943 end May 1944;  while la the 
neighbourhood of 'rottazzolina, I got to know Roscioli, the 
leader of the local .;:i'ascist militia. I can confirm that he 
and hid gang I:Lurdered L/Cpl. Frank Cooper, his brother, 
Philip Holmea and frank .,,organ - one of the victims was known 
ao "kichard", I believe tide to be the same as the said 
Frank Cooper who was, by his own design, known locally as 
"Moardo Franco" and he posed as Tenente parachutist, 

7, 	During the aaia roriod and in the Ascoli district, near 
1‘'emo i got to know L/Cpl. Reginald Warner 1/8 Queen's Royal 
Regimant and Pty. James Wriker, 2nd Camerons. They were 
living near me and used to hide, with others, near a river. 
un the day in qoestion I hcard shots in that direction. I 
Was told later tae aaaa day by a local labourer that the 
two acid man had been killed and that tho ausailants were 

basconi and others. The said basconi was one of the 
said Roaciolit o chief gangsters. ':ha two said victims were 
'oul'ied in +'erao cemetery, graves numbers 40/1 or 41/2. 

day of 1945 ) 

obfOre me, 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 

2. 
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IN TH. MATT:1RS OF : 

(A) ASSAULT ON MAJOR REEVES at Camp No. 75 at Bari in or 
about January 1942. 

(B) THE ILL-TREATMENT of British Prisoners of War and breaches 
of the Geneva Conventions 1929 at Camp No. 75 at Bari 
during the period December 1941 to March 1942. 

(C) ASSAULT ON A BRITISH Prisoner of War by Tenente Benicasa 
during the period March 1942 and August 1943 at Camp 
No.35 at Padula. 

(D) MURDER BY GINO BASCIONI and GIOVANNI ,I0MANELLI and others 
of L/CPL WARNER and PRIVATE UALKER in the District of 
Asooli in the Spring of 1944. 

WILLIAM PETER BUL1(ER, Captain, R.k., at present 

stationed at 123 0.C.T.U., Catteriok Camp, with permanent home 

address, 14A Park Drive)  Heaton, Bradford, MAKE OATH AND SAY 

as follows :- 

I became a Prisoner of War at Gazala, Libya, December 15th 

1941. I was captured by the Germans and removed to a PA 

Transit Camp at Benghazi. 	I remained there one night and 

with other officers was removed by submarine to Taranto. 	I 

was taken to PA Transit Camp at Bari where I remained until 

the end of March. 

During the period December 1941 to March 1942 at Bari the 

camp conditions were very bad indeed both for officers and men. 

The Commandant during that time was Captain Somavilla who was 

violently anti-British and very cruel in every way. 

There was great over-crowding: the officers hau two huts 

for about 160 officers: the men were herded like cattle. 

	

AS to food, it was very bad, and very inadequate. 	Two 

meals a day: 150 to 200 grammes of bread: a pint of thin 

macaroni soup: half an ounce of fish occasionally: occasionally 

a little fruit. 	It was semi-starvation, and cases of 

malnutrition and consequent diseases rapidly apveared. Red 

Cross parcels occasionally relieved the situation, but the 

issue was constantly held up and there was wholesale pilfering. 

Captain Somavilla himself controlled the Red Cross issue. 

1. 
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m4  Frequent applications were made to him to allow a representative 

of the Red Cross or the protecting power to see the Camp, but 

he refused. 

As to medical arrangements, they were utterly inadequate. 

The Italian officers supplied neither proper inspection or 

medical equipment or supplies. 

As to sanitation, this was very primitive, and our men 

were looked in from dusk until dawn and not allowed out on any 

pretext. 	Diseases in consequence became rife. 	There were 

many oases of dysentery and desert sores, and advanced 

malnutrition. 

The Italian medical authorities took no steps to alleviate 

the conditions and shewed no sympathy: 	It was only when a 

case was desperate that it was taken to the neighbouring 

hospital. 

3. In or about January 1942 I recollect the case of the 

assault on Major Reeves. Just after dusk he left one but to 

go into the other - a matter of some 30 yards - a course which 

it was necessary for him and which he was entitled to take. 

I believe one of the sentries shouted "halt", and I believe 

Major Reeves complied 	I heard a shot, but was not able to 

look out 	The following morning I heard that Major Reeves 

had been shot in the shoulder by a bullet. 	Protests were 

made by our Senior British Officer to Captain Somavilla but 

he refused to discuss the incident. 

4. In March 1942 I left Bari and went to Camp No. 35 at padula  

and remained there until August 6th 1943. During that time 

one of the Italian officers, Tenente Benicasa, struck one of 

the British officers in the face while in the dormitories one 

evening. 	I am unable at the moment to give the name, rank, 

or unit of the said eritish officer. 

5. On August 6th 1943 I left Padula and was sent to Camp No. 19 

at Bologna where I stayed until a date just afte r the armistice 

in September 1943. 	On my esoapo I went in company with Captain 

2. 



Maides, Royal Tank Regiment, and Lieutenant Wagner, Welch 

Regiment, and others, and we journeyed through the districts 

of San Marino, Fabriano, and Fermo, until I joined the Allied 

Forces towards the end of May 1944. During that time in the 

district of Ascoli I remember the murder of L/Cpl. Warner and 

Pte. Walker. 	I knew them both, and at the time they were 

lodging not far from me with a farmer. Warner and Walker, and 

two or three others, were on the day in question lying up in 

the crops near a rivt:r. 	I was some 300 to 40u yards away in 

the company of the said Captain Maides, Sgt. Gunn, Ps.E., and 

two other men called Evans and Southall. 	I heard several shots, 

and was told afterwards that Warner and Walker had been killed. 

I went the next day with the said Southall to see the farmer 

with whom the two victims were lodging. He confirmed that th•y 

had been so shot and I was told that the shooting had been 

done by Gino Bascioni and others acting under the orders of 

Rosoioll, the head of a local Fascist militia. 

SWORN by the said 

at 

on the 	day of 

1946 

3. 
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PAR'FICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT 

(1) Extract from the Report by No. 1869996 Mech. S/Sgt. 
Gunn, R.G. R.E. 81 C.R.E. (Works) See CSDIC/SKP/83fl/B. 
(copy attached hereto) 

N.B. This source cites Captain Francesco Catini of 
Grottazzolina as being a friendly informant with regard 
to "deaths of Ps/VJ killed by. Fascists in this area". 
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(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree 

responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to 'orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence ;, 
(c) whet-her the case appears;to be reasonably complete.) 

(a) The responsibility of the third accused is direct, assuming 
the evidence to be correct. The fourth accused may be shown to 
have actually taken part in the shooting; if not he can be 
convicted as an accessory before or after the actual crime. 

The first and second accused are, prima facie, indirectly 
responsible for the attitude adopted by Fascists against 
prisoners of war in their area. 

(b) As regards possible defences: With respect to accused Nos. 
land 2 they may plead excess of zeal by accused Nos.3 and 4 
and the exceeding of instructions. As regards accused Nos.3 
and 4 no defence is apparent on the facts as at present known; 
self-defence may be sugg(,sted. Details of the incident alone 
can elucidate the possible lines of defence. 

(c) As to tie completeness of the case, this depends on :- 

(1) Ascertaining the date and exact place of the crime. 
Captain Catini is an obvious source of enquiry also pro-
Allied residents in the place where the crime was committed 
or the surrounding towns or villages, e.g. Fermo, Belmonte, 
Grottazzoline. Gunn will be followed up and asked for 
further and better particulars and for other sources. 
Fascism seems to have been rife in the whole province of 
Ascoli. Enquiries at konterinaldo and Lontaprene 
(? Liontattone), and :Monte S. Lartino, Lonte Aipro or 
S. Vittoria, or Penna S. Giovianna (names figuring in 
UK . 	50 as to which Gunn speaks) may provide evidence 
as to the present case. The whole Ascoli province seems 
worth careful enquiries. Captain Catini's knowledge as 
to the treatment of prisoners of war in this area has 
already been mentioned. 

(2) The third and fourth accused should be traceable with-
out much difficulty if still alive. As soon as the date 
of orime is ascertained it should be possible to find out 
the Fascist heads at that time in the locality and so 
identify the accused Nos. 1 and 2. 

(3) Enquiries at Fermo Hospital. Walker lived two days and, 
if conscious, may have spoken to fellow prisoners or to 
some of the medical staff. Their records should show where 
Walker had come from. Someone at Fermo may probably know 
whose bullock cart was used. 

The said heport by Sergeant Gunn has been amplified. His 
evidence is embodied in an Affidavit attached hereto. There 
is further evidence in an affidavit by Captain isulmer also 
attached hereto. 
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IN THE MATTER OF: 2083 

The murder of Lance-Corporal FRANK COOPER, R.A.S.C. 
near Mount Giorgio, Italy in November 1943 

British National Office CharRe: UK - //B.50 
.1=01■1■••■■■■■•• 

AFFIDAVI T 

4982190 Craftsman ARTFUR FRANKS, R.E.M.E. T List with 
home address 55 Cross Street, Newark upon Trent, make Oath and 
say as follows :- 

1. In June l94' I was serving with 7 Battalion, The Royal Tank 
Regiment, and wan captured at Tobruk by the Germans. After 
being taken to prisoner cf war camps at Derna, Benghazi, Tripoli, 
and Bari I arrived at No. 70 Prisoner of War Camp, Fermo, in 
March 1943. 

2. When the armistice was signed in September 1943 a broadcast 
was made at this camp by the Senior British Officer that no one 
was to leave the camp and that if anyone did so they would be 
classed as deserters. The Guards Brigade took over guard duties 
from the Italians but the Italians stayed on at the camp. 

3. I escaped on about 11th November 1943 and eventually joined 
the Allied forces in May 1944. After my escape with others I 
took refuge in the hills. After four days I met a Lance-
Corporal Frank Cooper of R.A.S.O. We lived together for about 
fourteen days when Cooper broke his leg jumping from a window 
in a village near mount Giorgio, during an earth tremor. 

4. The Fascist Carabinieri came into the area and we had to 
leave Cooper behind. I subsequently heard that he was shot up 
by a Fascist named Richoli. This Italian was the commander of 
the Fascists in Ascoli - Pioeno area. He is buried in the 
cemetery at Mount Giorgio. I do not remember any further 
details nor do I remember who gave me this information. 

SWORN at R Spring Gardens in the ) 
Oity of Westminster this 15th day) 
of May 1945 

A. FRANKS. 

Before me, 
M.T. RENDLE0 

Major Legal Staff, 
Military Department, 

Judge Advocate General's Office, 
London. 
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IN THE MATT7R OP : 

The murder of Lance Corporal 
FRANK 0OOP7R, R.A.S.C. near 
Mount Giorgio, Italy in 
Novenber 1943 

AFFIDAVIT 

o f 

Craftsman ARTHUR FRANKS 

TH7 TH7ASURY SLICITOR. 



IN THE MATTER OF :- 
2085 

The murders of Lance-Corporal Frank Cooper 
and four others in the Almon district in 
or about April 1944 

AFFIDAVIT 

I, REGINALD GORDON GUNN, No. 1869586, Meoh.Staff Sergeant, 
R.E. at present at No. 1 Bomb Disposal Company, R.E., Walton 
Street Barracks, Hull, Yorkshire, and with a permanent address 
at 86 Buckland Avenue, Dover, Kent, make Oath and say as 
follows :- 

1. In June 1942, I was taken prisoner at Tobruk, North Africa. 
I was taken then to Camps at Derna and Benghazi. 

2. In August 1942, I arrived at Camp No. 87 at Benevento, 
Italy, where I stayed come three months: from there, I went to 
Camp No. 53 at Macerate (Sforza Costa) near Ancona, Ascolis  
where I stayed until the 15th September 1943. On escaping from 
the said Camp, I wandered with other prisoners of war mainly in 
the Asooli district until I joined the Allied Foroes on the 
24th May 1944. 

3. During the period of my said wandering in the Aecoli 
district on a date between September 1943 and May 1944 while in 
the neighbourhood of Grottazzoline, I got to know Rosoioli, the 
leader of the local Fascist Militia. I can confirm that he 
and his gang murdered Lance.Corparal Frank Cooper, his brother 
Philip Holmes and Frank Morgan. One of his victims was known 
as "Richard". I believe the said Richard to have been the same 
man as the said Frank Cooper who was his' own design known 
locally as "Ricardo Franco" and he posed as Tenente Parachutist. 

SWORN at the City and Countyce ) 
Kingston upon Hull the 15th day 
of June 1945 

Before me, 

THOS. 0. JACKSON. 

REGINALD G. GUNN. 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 
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IN THE MATTER OF :- 

The murders of Lanoe-Oorporal 
Frank Oooper and four others 
in the Asooli district in or 
about April 1944 

AFFIDAVIT 

- of - 

REGINALD GORDON GUNN 

THE TREASURY SOLICITOR. 
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IN THE LATTER Jr' ; 

The murders of Lance Corporal Frank Cooper anti 
four others in the Asco] i 113tri3t in or about 
April 1944. 

AFFIDAVIT 

I, GLENTON HERJERT ARTHUR TYLER, Army No. 3971127, Lance 
Corporal, at present at "C" Company, 21st Infantry Training 
Camp, Dering Lines, Brecon, South Wales, and with a permanent 
address at 43 Fisher House, Barnsbury Road, Islington London, 
N. make Oath and say as follows :- 

	

1. 	I was taken prisoner on the 30th January 1942 at 'arce, 
near Benghazi, Libya; I was then taken to Benghazi: then to 
Tarhuna in Tripoli: then to Naples and eventually arrived at 
Camp No.66 at Oapua where I stayed from February 1942 until 
June 1942; thence I was sent to Camp No.65 at Gravina where I 
stayed from June 1942 to about June 1943; then went to Camp No. 
53 at Lacerata where I stayed from about June 1943 until the 
Armistice on the 8th September 1943. 

	

2, 	At the time of the Armistice at or about the 8th September 
1943, I escaped from the said Camp No.53 at Lacerata and went 
off with others, wandering mainly in the Ascoli district. I was 
in the Company of Staff Sergeant Reginald Gordon Gunn, R.E., 
No.1869586 and Arthur Walter Evans, now a Cadet, both of whom 
have made affidavits with regard to incidents (inter alia) 
which occurred during the period September 1943 until about Lay 
1944 when I rejoined the Allied Forces. 

I have perused the Affidavit of the said Staff Sergeant 
Gunn sworn and dated the 15th day of June 1945 with regard to :- 

"the murders of Lance Corporal Frank Cooper and four 
others in the Ascoli district in or about April 1944" 

I heard the shots, but was not an eyewitness of the 
incident. Later Staff Sergeant Gunn told me the facts as set 
out in his Affidavit. 

SWORN at 2/3 The Sanctuary in) 
the City of Westminster this ) 	GLENTON H.A. TYLER 
3rd day of September 1945 

Defore me, 
CHARLES T. HOLLAND. 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 



1. Chief of Fascists in the Ascoli Province 
2. Chief of Fascists in Roscioligs district 

3. Settimio Roscioli (spelling uncertain described 
as Captain and Maras. Local Fascist Leader. 

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

4. Fascists assisting accused No.3 in these °times. 

About April 1944; but the crimes may cover  a  
COnsiderable period 	Up to the 	capture by 	the Allies 
of_Ascoli_PTovince. 	  
All the crimes were committed in the  province 	of Ascoli 
Area:— MOnte Alpro. 	S. 	 Vittoria 	Penna S. Giovianna: 
Grottazzolina; Montattone (? Montappone); 
Monterinaldo; Monte S. Marino  

No. xxix 

Convention /Flick and wounded/ Article 1 
Geneva Conr6ntion 19P9 ffriTioners of 
,46, 50 and 54. 

Under English law 
(1) Murder 	  
(2 Manslaughter  
(3 Wounding with intent to do grievous bodily harm 

- -(4) 	Unlawful wounding 	(5) 'Assault 	  

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

Breach  of  Geneva 
Breach of—Second
Wai7 Articles 2, 

(For the Use of the Secretariat) 
. 	. 

• Registered Number. 
208b 

Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

  

li 2 MAR ,3 

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 

 

UNITED KINGDOM  CHARGES AGAINST 	ITALIAN 

CHARGE No ,UK • I/13 50* 

 

WAR CRIMINALS 

  

  

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

Roscioli (spelling uncertain) was a prominent and violent Fascist. 
He was apparently the leader of a gang operating in Ascoli Province. 
The charges in this case consist of five of murder and two of wounding 
and illtreatment, but it is strongly suspected that this man was 
directly or indirectly guilty of many other crimes. The murders, 
wounding, and illtreatment, occurred on dates unknown at rresent 
(probably in or about the Spring of 1944) in the Province of Ascoli 
and probably in the District of Montattone (? Montappone), Grottazzolina 
and Monterinaldo. There are included herein five cases of murder :. 
(A) 1. L/Cpl. Frank Cooper, R.A.S.C. 

2. Brother of said L/Cpl. Frank Cooper 
3. Phillip Holmes 
4. Frank Morgan 
5. A Prisoner of war known to source as "Richard". 

TRANSM1T1ED 1W 	 (.G.ontinued on .Page 2). 

*Ins?rt serial numbel Under which the case is registered in the files of the National Office of the accusing State. 

t.P.15o 1120 	:AM I '1 k A. ■ 	I. (:p.685 

0■ 9:2 	t 	l'.1139 5,000 3 41 
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PARTICULARS OF ALLEGED CRIME 2089 

a (A) Five cases of murder 

 

1. of Frank Cooper by shooting 
2. of brother of said Frank Cooper by shooting 
3. of Holmes by shooting 
4. of Morgan by shooting 
5. of Prisoner of war known as "Richard" - method of murder 

unknown at present. 

(6) Wounding and illtreatment 

1. of Uuerino by beating 
2. Doctor at Monte S. Martino by boating 

The charges are :- 

(a) under War Crimes List No. xxix as to illtreatment of 
prisoners of war 

(b) Breach of Geneva Convention 1929 Article 1 with regard 
to the amelioration of wounded and sick 

(c) Breach of Second Geneva Convention 1929 Article 2, 
which requires that prisoners of war should be humanely 
treated and protected and that measures of reprisal 
against them are forbidden 

Section 46 which requires that in the case of disciplinary 
punishment all forms of cruelty are forbidden. 

Section 50 which requires that recaptured prisoners of war 
71717—BITTiable only to disciplinary punishment 

Section 54 which requires that imprisonment not exceeding 
30 days is the most severe disciplinary punishment which 
may be inflicted on a prisoner of war 

(d) Under English law 

I. Murder 
2. Manslaughter 
3. Wounding with intent to do grievous bodily harm 
4. Unlawful wounding 
5. Assault. 

(Continued from Page 1) 

(B) Two cases of wounding and illtreatment 

1. Luciani Guerino ( address) who harboured four 
prisoners of war 

2. The doctor at. Lonte S. Martino who assisted Prisoners 
of war. 
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M.T.O/CS/7/929  

Cas.P/W. separate memos. 

CSDIC/AFHVSU/111 

The following is an extract from above report by 

pte. COOMBS ALLEN -A. 
20701884 C. Coy. 133rd inf. 34th Div. 

Sgt. WEBB, MILE F. 
2070190 C. Coy. 133rd Inf. 34th Div. 

There was one man, the Fascist Oapt. RASCHOLI (?) of ASCOLI 
Prov living near. Mt. ALPRO or S. VITTORIA. He caused a great 
deal of trouble for the escapees and either shot or was 
instrumental in the shooting of several Ps/W. At first he was 
partial to the escapees when the Allies were advancing, but 
when he took in a Polish escapee and after keeping him 1-1/2 
months got in an argument with the escapee and shot him. 

An English escapee, Frank COOPER got this man once and 
threatened to kill him, but the Capt. and his wife pleaded for 
the Capt's life so COOPER turned him loose after he promised 
not to bother escapees again. This happened during Apr. 44. 
Immediately after the Capt. got some Fascists and they caught 
COOPER in a draw and killed him. This man is to be watched 
out for when the area comes under Allied jurisdiction because 
he will no doubt be outwardly very friendly to the Allied 
cause as long as we are in the more favourable position". 

(S gd) A. C. ALLAN. 
Lieut.colonol G.S. 

M. I .9 
Ext. 1295/7 
5 July 1944. 
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11.1.9/3KP/92R-9 SECRET 

OSDIC/SKP/82R-9/B. 

The following extract is from 

3971127 pte. TYLER G.H.A. 1 
1074916 Gnr. EVANS, A.W. 85 

above report by 

Bn. Welch Regt. 
A/Tk. Regt. 

"ROSCIOLI and two men in German uniform wore the Fascists 
working in the area (GROTTAZZOLINA ?). It was through these 
three that the HQ had to be moved. ROSCIOLI is an ardent 
Faaciet, and is the man who shot Frank COOPER at MONTATTONEN. 

(S gd) A.C. ALLAH, 3/0. 
W.R.N.S. 

for Lieut. Colonel, G.C. 

M.1.9. 
Ext. 1293/7 
18 June 1944. 



i.I.9/SKP/8'Y0 

P.W.2. 

SECRTT 

CEDIC/SKP/P7OITL 

The following. is an extract from above report by 

1069786 Mech. S/Sjt. GUNN, R.C., 11.7. 81 c.a.7. (works): 

"'"arras. Settimio ROSCIOLI of ..a)NTT7RIVALDO, Prov. ASCOLI, 
1177WEbt 2 ri/IY.717-efin-Frank COOPER, R.A.S.C. and his 
brother. Both are buried in iaiNTA7TONE. 

aOSCIOLI is believed to have killed mother - identity 
unknown. He also captured 4 Pr". and beat LUCInII GUERIN°, 
owner of the house where they were taken. In MONTE, S.LAUTINO 
he beat up a doctor who had helped P/T. 

GINO BASCIONI!  of B7L4ONTE, Prov. ASCOLI, killed L/Cpl. 
Reginald fgr21rff,-17s Queens Royal Regt. and Pte. James 
WALKER, 2 Bn. Camerons. The last was gravely wounded in 
the stow-lch by a Tommy-gun burst. He was given no medical 
treatment and transported by bullock cart to FEILX hospital. 
The journey took F-hrs. The doctor who attended him said 
that if he had medical attention within a ghort time, he 
would have lived. 2 P/w. captured with him Five blood 
transfusions. He died within 2 days. 

BASCIONI was assisted by GIOVANNI ROMANELLI, Maras., of 
GROTTAZZOLINA. 

Capt. Francesco (nTINI, of GAOTTAZZOLINA, an ex-
Podesta, has complete information regarding the deaths of 
British P/W. killed by Fascists in this area". 

(Sgd) A.C. ALLAN, r3/0 
T.R.N.P. 

for Lieut. Colonel,G.S. 

Ext. 1299/7 
18 June 1944 
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oft 1%1.1.9 /C3/7/887. 	 SECRET 

P .13,2 . 

Report No. CSDIC/AFH9/SKP/114 

The following is an extract from above report by: 

Name: REEVES Connie R. 
Rank: T/ 5 
ASN: 
	

20438204 
Unit: 105 AA A. O. Btry. (Separate Bn.) 
Age: 	27 
Captured: 22 Feb. 43, at KASSERINE PASS. 

"At PENNA S. GIOVIANNA was a Fascist, ROSCHALLI by name, 
who showed absolutely no sympathy towards escapees. Two 
Englishmen who were shot by him are PHILLIP HOLMES and FRANK 
MORGAN. According to witnesses who related the story, HOLMES 
and MORGAN were accosted on the street by ROSCHALLI and another 
Fascist, both of whom fired at close range, hitting HOLMES in 
the forehead killing him instantly, and hitting MORGAN in the 
chest. MORGAN lived only a few minutes and his death was 
hastened by some blows with rifle-butt on the back of his head. 
Their shoes were taken from their feet, and they lay in the 
street for 24 hours before the bodies were removed by civilians 
who buried them later in the graveyard there. REEVES and Pte 
E. MARDARELLO were present at their burial". 

A.C. ALLAN. 
for Lieut. Colonel G.S. 

M.I.9. 
Ext. 1295/7. 
29 Jun 1944. 
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M.I.9/S/P.3/MICS/INT/556. 	 TOP SECRET 

Oas.P/W 
3 

Separate Memos. 
P.W.2 

M. I .9/S/P.G/MICS/ INT/556. 

The following is an extract from the above report by :- 

5249720 Sgt. SOUTHALL, W.J., 1 Btn. Worcestershire Regt. 
5th Indian Division Eighth Army. 

"RUSSHOLI, an Italian Fascist, killed one British ex 
P/W at MONTETTONE, in the Province of ASCOLI PICENO. 
Source knew the p/W. only by the name of RICHARD. The p/W. 
was buried by the Italians at MONTTETONE". (Relative date 
Nov. 43 - Apr.44) 

M.I.9. 
Ext. 1295/7 

July 1944. 

Copies to:- R. ALLEN. 
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I I: 	f: E 	L. A T 	e. S 	of 

(L) 	II.,L-TREATLENT of eRITIe7 PRISONER:1 CZ WAR and 
.c.eAC:TES of ME Gee;14A eeMer.T1ON 929 at CAMP No.67 
al iiENEVEYTO from Aeeuct to November 1942. 

(6) We IT.L.TREATiiiENT cf beITIeli PRISONERS OF WAR and 
teleACHES of 1LiE GEnVA CONVENTIOb 1929 at CALT Nc. i3 
at LACER  7A durtn the period fro;, i December 194? to 
September 1945. 

(e) 7.i1.7 IXRDER of TROOPER AARON at CALF No.53 at rACERATA 
in Tune or July 1,043. 

(D) TIJ LURDER cf SGT. FORD and WOUNDING of ANOTHER 
eRITISH PRISONER OF WAR at or near ItOGLIaNO in October 
or December 1343. 

ThE NURLER of L/CPL. WARNER and PTE. WALKER at or near 
FERIA°, ITALY in the sping of 1944. 

(e.) TilE LUrtDERS of L/CPL. FRAM COOPER and FOUR OTHERS 
in the ASCOLI DISTRICT it or about April 1944. 

AFe'IDAVI i. 

I, RLGINALD GORDON GUNN, iAech. Staff Sergeant, R.E. at 
present at No.1 riomb Dieposal Company R.E. Tyne "H" Camp, 
?:esterhope, Newcastle.on-Tyea, Northumberland: with permanent 
addrec at 86 3uckland Avenue, Dover, Kent, make oath and say 
as follows :. 

1. In Dune 1942, I was taken prisoner at Tobruk, N. Africa. 
wiee taken thence to carps at Derna and Benghazi. 

2. In August 1042 I arrived at Camp No.87, at Benevento, via 
2.rindisi and was there three menthe. Thts was the worst camp 
that I ever was in. It was oloeed down in or about November 

1942 owing to its appalling conditions and management. 

A3 a result of objection by 'Lilo Protecting Power a Court 
rtial or Enquiry was held and I believe that, in consequence, 

some action. was taken against the officer responsible. 

The carp was in a field with tents made out of ground 
ohoete buttoned together. Those frequeatly blew down and rain 

eiwaye came through. There were some 2,000 on in each 
compound causing great overcrewding. 

ee regarC.s sanitary conditions, they consisted of a few 
;lit trenches among the tents 

Lhere VbrO no medical arrangements at all at first. Later 
one medical inspeetton room wes opened b,it, there was no 
aceommodatIon or equipment to deal with bad cases. The camp was 
infected with vermin; dysentery and desert sores were rife; and 
diphtheria broke out. There was an instance where three men 
(tileir names, ranke and units I ca:Inoe now give) who were 
doepeately ill fvom dysentery. One was a stretcher case and 
the others could barely walk. The Italian Officer in charge 
(hes name, rank and unet I eannet give) made the said two men 
carr the etretcher CA60 to the station about half a mile away. 

As to IMO.:11  it way; a slow starvation diet and resulted in 
a largo number' cf cases of malnuteition. The daily ration was 

1. 
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2aa graaai;;ce of bread, about 2 _incheo 	 C!1030 and I 
pint of okilly with macaroni. 

No pay was issued to prisoners wail. e I waa there. 

Aaout mid-vo\ember 1942 I arrived. via Capua at Camp 
No.3 at Laoarta aforzen..Costa) near Anoona, Ascoli, and 
etuyea3 	15th San ;;ember 1943. 1, eventually, became a 
Section Leader in charge of part of this Camp. 

accommodation was a large stone building with a 
concrete J .eo-  end we had no bode. 

No clothing was issued durirj the winter, although we 
only had desert kit. Wa had two blankets at night. In conse.. 
euence there were many cases of pneumonia. 

The medical arrangements were quite inadequate; no 
ILedicine or equipment. 

Tne washing facilities consisted of one pipe with a 
hole drilled. 

4. ghoul, :4arch/April 1943 at the said Camp No.53 at Macerate, 
there aaa a case of a man Phis name rank and unit I  cannot 
ave...7 wee;  while awaiting roll call, stepped over the trip 
wire to urinate. This vas against orders, and it may be that 
the aentry thought the prisoner was atteEpting to escape; but 
he fired with a bullet and killed the said prisoner instantly. 

5. On 15th September 1943 I escaped from Camp No.53 at 
Lacerata, and from then until 24th Lay 1944 (when I rejoined 
the Allied Forces) I wandered, with other prisoners of war, 
malnly in the Ascoli district. 

During that period I heard of the case of the killing 
of Sergeant Ford and the wounding of another prisoner of 
wnr by two Italian youths at or near Mogliano. 

6. iJetween September 1943 and May 194.f.r, while in the 
neiahbourhood of Grottazzolina, I got to know Roscioli, the 
leader of the local Fascist militia. I can confirm that he 
and his gang murdered L/Cpl. Frank Cooper, his brother, 
Philip Holmes and Frank Iviorgan - one of the victims was known 
as "hichard". I believe this to be the same as the said 
eraalk Cooper who was, by his own design, known locally as 
"hicardo Franco" and he posed as Tenente parachutist. 

7. During the said period and in the Ascoli district, near 
2ermo 1 got to know L/(p1. ?eginald Warner 1/8 Queen's Royal 
Regiment and Pte. James Walker, 2nd Camerons. They were 
living near me and used to hide, with others, near a river. 
Co the day in question I heard shots in that direction. I 
was told later the same day by a local labourer that the 
two said men had been killed and that the assailents were 
Gino iasconi and others. The said baeconi was one of the 
said Rosciolil s chief gangsters. The two said victims were 
buriea in germo cemetery, graves nubere 40/1 or 41/2. 

at 

in the 	 of 
day of 

Defore me, 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 

2. 

r 
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ro ITALIAN WAR CRPIES 

AFFIDAVIT 

— of — 

REGINALD GORDON GUNN 

TIT?, TREA5URY SOLICITOR. 
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1'ANTICIA,M6 OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT 

1.4Iks regards murder of 

(a) L/Cpl. erank Cooper, R.A...C.  

Reports of: 

(1) Pte. A.A. Coombs No.20701884 C Company 133rd Infantry 
34th Division. 

(2) Sgt. Mile ?. Webb No. f-'070190 C. Company 133rd Infantry 
34th Division 

For these reports see CSDIC/AFUQ/6KP/111 (copy herewith) 

Reports of: 

(1) Pte. 	Tyler No. 3971127 1st Battalion 7Telch 
Regiment 

(2) Gar. ALT. Evans No. 1074916 65/A/TK Regiment R.A. 

See CSDIC/SKP/928 and 9/B (copy herewith) 

Extract of Report by: 
Lech. S/Sgt. R.G. Gunn No.186996 R.7.81 C.R.E. (Work7) 
See CSDIC/SKP/830B (copy herewith) 

(b) Brother of said L/Crl. Frank Cooper. 
See Report of Lech. S/Sgt. R.G. Bunn above mentioned. 

(o) Phillip Holmes. 
Extract from Report by Connie R. Reeves Rank T/S: 
ASL — 20436204: Unit 105 A.A. A.C. Battery (Separate B.Y.) 
See CSDIC/AFTIQ/SKP/114 (copy herewith). 

It may be that Pte. E. Mardarello mentioned in Reeves' 
Report may be able to give further evidence. 

(d) Frank 1i:organ. 
See Report of C.R. Reeves referred to in the last mentione1 

paragraph. 

(e) Prisoner of war known as "Richard". 
geernacti75Fe r---J. Southall No 249720 

1st Battalion Worcestershire Regiment 5th Indian Division 8th 
Army. 

See k.T.9/SPG/Misc/INT/556. 

2. As regards woundin and illtreatment. 
ee copy ex ract from eror •y ech. S/Sgt. R.G. Gunn 

No.1869586 R.F. 81 C.R.E. (Works) 
See CSDIC/SKP/830 B (copy herewith). 

3. General 
As re7ards the activities in general of Roscioll and his 

gang; 
See the above mentioned Report by S/Sgt. Gunn (who cites 

Cartain Catini): Reports by Pte. Coombs, Sgt. Webb, C.R.Reeves, 
Pte. Tyler, Gnr. Evans all mentioned above. 

2095 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 
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(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 

responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was o-,:nce 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (1) the probable defence 
(c) whether the case appears'to be reasonably complete.) 

(A) As regards responsibility. This very serious case or rather 
6eries of cases should be readily brought home against Roscioli; 
there are several witnesses, and probably others could be got 
for he acted as the leader of a gang over a considerable period 
and he seems to have been notorious in the district. It is a 
question of tracing him, if ho is still alive. As to the accused 
Nos.l and 2, there should be little difficulty in fixing dates 
approximately then finding the heads of the Fascists in the 
distridt. It may be that Roscioli himself functioned as accused 
No.2, namely, the Chief of his immediate district. As to the 
accused No.4, Roscioli is described as a leader in the Reports 
which suggests that he had followers; these, when identiried, 
should be responsible either as actual participants in the crime 
if the facts amount to that or as accessories before or after. 

(.6) As to defences. With regard to the accused Nos.l and 2, the 
defence may be raised that Roscioli and his gang excee'ied 
instructions. As regards accused No.3, it is not easy to imagine 
what defence there can be if the facts are accurate, except that 
it may be in certain cases he acted in self-defence. As regards 
accused No.4, a defence might be raised that they were under the 
control of Roscioli and acted as they did in fenr of reprisals 
against themselves. 

Rut, there seems little doubt that there should be a good 
deal of local information with regard to this Fascist gang 
which should be conclusive as to their methods and as to the 
individuals composing the party. 

(C) As regards the question whether  the case is complete, it may 
be said that this is a strong case, Ttit=7-3t on paper. The 
written Reports which have been put in may be sufficient (this 
depends on the rules of evidence prevailing at the enquiry). If 
not, it is to be hoped that some, at least, of the sources may 
be available to cTive more evidence. There seems little doubt 
that local evidence should be strong. Certainly Captain Catini 
should be followed up and enquiries made in the district and in 
the Province of Ascoli, particularly all the villages and towns 
above stated in the paragraph under the heading "Date and Place 
of crime etc." 

The said Rerort by Sergeant Gunn has been amplified. His evidence 
is embodied in an Affidavit attached hereto. 
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IN THE MATTER OF : 

THE MURDER OF PRIVATrl LAMBROS CHRISTOFI 
at CAMP No. P.-  at B7RGAMO IN OR ABOUT 
JULY 1043. 

AFFIDAVIT 

I, JAMES MURRAY No. 933696, Sergeant at present stationed 
at 176 Field Regiment, 	Goaforth, Newcastle, with 
permanent home address, 122 princes Avenue, Watford, Herts. 
make Oath and say as follows :— 

1. I became a prisoner of war at Knightsbridge, North Africa, 
in June 1942, was sent to Derna, thence to Sirte, thence to 
Suane Ben Aden and later was shipped to Italy and arrived at 
Camp No. (46 at Oapua Italy in November 1942, when I was sent to 
Camp No. 54 at Fara Sabina and later to Oamp No. 62 at Bergamo, 
Italy; 

2. I was prisoner of war at Camp No. 62 at Bergamo from 
January 1.943 until the 9th September 1943. Colonel Turko 
Francesco was the Commandant there during that, period. 

5. 	In or about July 1943 at the said Camp Na.62 at Bergamo 
I remember hearing of the case of the murder by Colonel Turko 
Francesco of Private Lambros Ohrietofi. I did not witness 
the shooting myself. The said Private Lambros Christofi wan 
a member of a working party who refused to do the work which 
they were ordered to perform, it being war work contrary to 
the Geneva Conventionl. I do not remember the names of any of 
the said working party other than the Cypriot Camp Leader who 
was Sergeant Jacovides of the Cypriot Regiment. I was told 
after the incident by the said Sergeant Jacovides, and by many 
other survivors of the working party, (whose names and ranks I 
cannot now give), that the said Colonel Turko Francesco ordered 
Private Lambros Christofi to do the said prohibited work, and 
on his refusal to do so, shot him, and killed him on the spot. 
The said Sergeant Jacovidee told me that he saw the dead body 
of the said Private Lambror3 Christofi. 

SWORN by the said James Murray ) 
at Goeforth in the County of 	 JAMES MURRAY 
Northumberland on the 6th day 
of June 1945 

Before me, 
H. Soden Bird 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 
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IN THE MATTER OF THE MURDER OF 
PRIVATE LAMBRUS CHRISTOFI AT 
CAMP No .62 at BERGAMO IN OR 
ABOUT JULY 1943 

AFFIDAVIT 

■ of - 

SERGEANT JAMES MURRAY 

THE TREASURY SOLICITOR. 
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Registered Number. 
2103 

Date of receipt in Secretariat. 
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UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 
UNITED KINGDOM 	CHARGES AGAINST 	 ITALIAN   	WAR CRIMINALS 

CHARGE No. 	UK - I LB . ri  * 

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

Colonel Turco Francesco, Commandant of Camp 

62 at Bergamo 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

July 16th 1942 or 1943. 

At damp No.62 at Bergamo 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

No. xxix. Ill—treatment of wounded ^r; 3_ prisoners 
of war. 

Breach of Geneva Convention 1929 rounded and Sick? . 

Article 1. For the amelioration of the wounded 
	and sick. 	  

/Continued on page 2 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

The victim, Pte. Lambros Christofi, was one of the 
prisoners of war Camp 62 at Bergamo on July 16th 1943, and at 
that time the accused was Commandant of the said Camp. Contrary. 
to 'the Geneva Convention 1979 flrisoners of War? Article 31 he 
ordered the said Lambros ChrisTofi, 'together with other prisoners 
of war, to do war work on Orio Airfield, near Bergamo. Pte.Lambros 
Christofi refused and the accused shot him on the spot. This 
Commandant had an evil reputation. The inefficient organisation 
and administration of the Camp at Bergamo, of which he was 
uommardant, are the subject of a separate case, UK . I /B r;(1. 

OI 
TRANSM ITIFD BY 

• ins,rt serial number under which the case is registered in the files of the National Office of the accusing State. 

0;352) 	112(o 	sno I 	 I. Cp.685 
026924) wt. P.1:■ 17 1'.1139 5,094) :; 11 • 
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A 
By ordering the victim in this case to do war work on 

the Orio Airfield, the accused, committed War Crime xxix 
and a breach of Article 31 of the Geneva Convention 1929 
ffrisoners of War?. 

By shooting the said victim on refusal by him so to work, 
the accused committed Tar Crime xxix and a breach of Articles 
2, 45 and 54 of the Geneva Convention 1929 ffrisoners of war7 
and as death reulted, committed, according to English Law, 
murder or at any rate manslaughter. 

/Continued from  Page 17 

breach of Geneva ffrisoners of war7 
Article 2 which requires that prisoners of war shall 
be humenely treated and protected and measure of reprisal 
against them are forbidden. 

Article 31 which prohibits prisoners of war being forced 
to do work having direct connection with war operations. 

Article 46 which limits the disciplinry punishment to be 
meted out to Prisoners of war and forbids, in general, 
all forms of cruelty. 

Article 54 which lays down that imprisonment is the most 
severe disciplinary punishment which may be inflicted on 
a prisoner of war. 

References Under English Law. 
to relevant 
provisions 	(1) Murder 
of National 	(2) Manslaughter 
Law. 
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TOP :T,HORTT 

Subject: treatment of Ps/W. 

H.Q. P/W Sub Commission 
C.M.F. 

907/A. 

.).9 Apr. 44 

H.Q., AOAIDI O 

Cony to: S.I.L.L., 	m.E.e. 
H.Q., 	 C.L.F., 
S.I.L.O., No.2 District, C.M.F. 

Attached copy of a letter No. A1/380 dated 24 Apr. 44, 
from the Greek representative p/r: Sub Commission, is forwarded 
for your information and such action ns '/ou may consider 
necessary. 

Copy to P.T.fl. 
F.O. 

(Sad Major, 
for General, 
A/Director 

P.T. Sub CoLrission. 

• 
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No.AfVZ89 	 P.T. Sub Co:irelesion, 
Gre a17 Rerre?,entative, 

Ari.11, 1 did 

H. Q,. 
Sub Commission 

I be to inforr you that yesterday the Italian Lt. 
GIUCEPPF KOZZOLINO rrpeared• before the Greek Rerreeentation 
ancl ers cuestioned r.7. to chat he knors in reTaHrf, to the Greek 
prisoners 

The Greek representation thanks you for your immediate 
action. 

During the interrogation, Lt. Aozzolino informed us that 
the Italian Colonel, Francesco Turco, Commander of the No. 32 
Camp, killed with his own hands end from a distance of two 
metre: a Greek from Cyprus, :serving in the British Army, and 
as P.O.V. stationed at the above mentioned camp. 

The above mentioned soldier refused to obey an order 
issued by Colonel Turco, accordinL to which the prisoners 
were to be used to work for military purposes, in spite of 
an article of the International Azreerent, rhieh states that 
P.or. are not to be forced to be used in nilitary labour 
for the enemy. 

The British Sergeant, in charge of the cove camp_ protested 
to the International Red Grose. 

The same Italian Colonel killed in Grum:llo an Italian 
citizen, cheering for liberty after the Italian Armistice. 

Colonel Turco' s present re-lelerce 	'77, Vittorio 
Ermenuelle in Berzeno. 

As Lt. Kozzolino informed us, in Car No.27 in Italy, the 
Greek prisoners of war were not receiving their payments. 

In the same Camp, due to the lesening of the daily food 
quantitd, the prisoners went on a hunger etrike. 

(SA) Lieut. 
for 

Lt. Comdr.,  J. Lcllissiros, R.H.N. 
Greek Rerresentative, 
P. T. Sub Commission. 

Cony. 

Greek InforLation Service. 

Copy for: P.w.e. 
F. 00 
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NO. T. a 

OURTT: 	 Ligt. Geo' e;(-  KOLTr."! S 
1.0e? Ce. pioneer Cel-r, 	Cyprus Regt. 

C- ntured: 5 Jen.42 	r  to 
Eeceno_,.: 10 Ser.43 	CRIK:ILLINA BER!,1..0 

On the p kny 41 the 0.C. of ::;ource'e Coy. L jor TINTER, 
celle - a parade and toldthe men to eke for the hills a3 they 
could all spek Greek nrd probably evade capture. 

The P.W.e verc then te',:en by train to P.G.62 3117Ral:0 
which was called The Tower of Silence" by the P.T.e. interned 
there. Greek and Serbian P.Vs. in this camp were kept separate 
from the British. There were "FO British P.VJs. in the camp 
living under most unhygienic conditions. The corrounde when it 
reined bete.::—e quagmires and the huts in which P.rs. lived, 
being built below the level of the ground, were very cold 
and extremely damn. Most of the P.Ts. incidentally, -..care 
without shoes, these having been taken away to discourage 
escape attempts. When Red Cross percele were distributed to 
the P.%Vs. all the tines were orened and the cakes of soap 
were cut into small pieces as a precaution against escort) 
equinment wing hidden inside. 

%he Camp Commandant, Col. Turco, w:-:.ore ..on 17, a P.T. in 
England, tee an extremely cruel man .and even the guards of the 
camp hated him. He was an ardent Fascist and since the fall of 
the Fascist Regime in Italy nothing has been seen or heard of 
him by Source. 

On the lr-3 Jul 43. Col. Turco detailed Fin P.W. carnenters 
for a. special job. Source suspected that carrentrhr was not the 
job to be done, so he decided to join the party. They were 
taken by lorries to an aerodrome where they were ordered to 
start work. The P.Ts. refused and asked for an interview with 
Col. Turco to melte a complaint. 

Ool. Turco arrived after a short time and ordered the P.n. 
to start work. The P.Ws. again refused when this happened 
ne ordered Source to line them ur, took a. rifle from an Italian 
soldier and approached the first P.W. in. the line. He ordered 
him, in Itelian, to start work, but before the Cypriot soldier 
could refuse the Colonel fired and killed him. The victim's 
name was CY/2134 Larbros CHRISTWI. The remainder of the P.T.S. 
made as if to attack Col. Turco, but before they could do any 
thing they were stopred by the German and Ita.lia.n guards who 
said the would fire if the P.Ws. made another movement. 
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mph 	I N 	IHE 	LATTERS 	De: 

( A ) 	MLA 11: 1..14 i of 	 Oe 	rt Atli; iiliFAOHL:3 
4E.HasiA aoaVLLYijaa 1929 at Carp No. c4 at YAitA in 

or about January 1943. 

(a) ILL.IILLAILLNI of Lialalaal aai 	 rtA AND aREACnS 
Jr 	4'aaaVA 	 19f79 at Camp 	it 61:iaik0 
during the pariod January to Sortember 1943. 

(C) LU:11: 	P,LiVAIL 	:;71:1 	at 0arq 	at 
aaaai:a0 in or about July 1:)43. 

) 1 1/4.)114a of Paiviala aaaQaa 	a.a.a.a. at Uo..n 
32 at AlaaaAaJ in or about July 1943. 

1, 	Lfiiu,AA, sergeant, at preacnt otationed at 173 
Yield heaimant, 	tioaforth, Nevamatlo, with permanent home 
address, 122 Princes Avenue, vritforcl., 	mak° oath and oa; 
as followo s. 

1. .L vecamo a priaoner of war at aniaatsbridge, North Africa, 
in June 1942, was sent to Dern5, thence to ',Arta, taenco to 
Suane .yen Aden, and later Wail shirped to Italy and arrived at 
Camp No.ad at Carua in November 1942. 

2. I was at Carp 1o.80 at Carua for about fourteen days in 
November 1942. It was impost ible to live on the food provided 
while I was there It was a case of slow starvation. The 
intermittent Led Gross owTliea to sore extent alleviated the 
situation. There was Luca malnutrition and disease and the 
medical equipment and supplies waro inadequate to deal with the 
situation. 

I arrived at Carr ilo.fi4 at dare Sabinn at about the New 
tear 1a42/4 and stayed there JOMO three or four weeks. The 
oamp conditions pore were very bad. The accoro7odation wal tents 
which leaked badly. As regards food, it was imposaib/o to live 
an the supply which was a amnia portion of brefai find about a 
pint of rice skilly per day. 

4. 	In January 1943 I was reroved to UT-1., 	at ijargamo ens; 
remain 	there until the  gth Sertambar, 	1947. Colonel rurko 
Vranoeaco was the Commandant there during that period. le 
behaved with ;great brutality. Waen I arrived I wal jailed in 
an under round cell and kept there without any sanitation and on 
starvation diet for 37 dayo for refuaina to aa3i3t In the 
construction of war macainery at I.Alan, at a factory owned by 
i'a1ke Lombardo, ILErine enain:!aro, ongaF;ea In the manufacture 
of war machinary. 

A. 	While at Camp kl.o2 in or about July 1943, i remember 
the cane of the murder by Colonel 'lurk() arancosco of Private 
Lambros Chritofio le ra,.1 ranbar of a working party who 
refuoad to o Lae work which they ware ordered to perform, it 
bt.ing war wor'%: contrary to the :ienova Uonv:. rtion. 1 did not 
see tue actual ahootina, but wa.; toll by nary of the survivors 
of the workinc, party that on tile r funal by Tin a:Ural Chriltofi 
to do tue 	aork, Oolonl lur o ar'ncaeco aaot him on the 
scot. 
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sow. 

6. 	I remewber the case of assault upon Private Dunoan Smith, 
R.A.L.C. by the said Colonel Turko Francesco in about July 1943. 
I witnessed this case myself for I was one of a company, 
including the said Private Duncan Smith, who were called out at 
3.0 a.m for check roll.oall. We were bare-footed and had no 
trousers. The said Private Duncan Smith was a little slow in 
arrival, and the said Colonel Turko Francesco took a rifle from 
a oarabiniere nearby and hit Smith on the Pack of the head, 
sending him down a flight of stairs. 

aOhli by the said 

at 
on the 
	

day of 
1945. 
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PARTICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT 	2110 

(1) Letter from P.7. Sub Commission, Greek representative 
• ,•, P•r• Sub Cornisvlion (1).1tel 	Arril H 0 

No. A.^/7.9(.",  

Report 1.59 dated 26th February 

Ul Source — SerCt. George Keunras, C.Y/1:744, 10n 1st Coy. 
Pioneer Corps, Cyprus Re7,iment. 

(Copies attached hereto) 

1.044. 

Alb 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 	 2111 
(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 

responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offece 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence; 
(c) whether the case appears:to be reasonably complete.) 

t) As retard.; responsibility; this, on the f-etn, nhould be 
..Jrect. 

13) As regards posfAble defences, there do not appear to be any.. 
It cannot reasonably be said that there is any ju:Itification for 
a captor to order prisoners of Wnr to do prohibited war work 
and on refusal so to work, the captor is entitled to shoot the 
prisoner. 

C) As regards whether the case is complete, there is -lrealy 
a strong prima facie case. This can be strengthened probably 
by following up the British Sergeant in charge of the Camp in 
question who is referred to in the letter of the 24th April 
1944 27ee the evidence herein7 	who is said to have protested 
to the International Red Cross. This Sergeant in charge of the 
Camp should know all about the incident in question. The 
records of the Camp should have a report of the incident, and 
the name of the Sergeant a rid  probably also the names of other 
prisoners of war in the Camp who might then be followed up. 
Both Lieut. Kozzolino and Sergeant Kaunnas might be able to 
dive fuller information on application. 

An interview with Sergeant James Murray has since been 
obtained and a draft affidavit to be sworn by him is f'pr9nded. 
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IN TILE EATTER oe 

The ill.treatment of british prisoners of war and 
breaches of the Geneva Conventions 1929, at Camp 
No.62 at Bergamo during the period May to the end 
of July 1943. 

A F F I D A V I  T. 

I, GEORGE BOYD, No.906449, Gunner with a present address 
at 141 Field Regiment, R.A. Tunbridge Wells, Kent, and with a 
permanent address at 4, Prospect Terrace, Sunniside, Newcastle. 
on.Tyne, Northumberland, make oath and say as follows :- 

1. 	I was taken prisoner on the 21st June 1942 at Tobruk; 
was from there sent to benghazi where I stayed some 5 weeks; 
then to Camp No.75 at bari where I stayed about 6 weeks; then 
to Camp No.70 at Macerata (Porto San Giorgio) where I stayed 
from the middle of September 1942 to May 1943; then to Camp 
No.62 at Bergamo where I stayed some 8to 9 weeks from May 
1943- to the end of July 1943; then to Camp 129 at Tradate 
where I stayed from the end of July 1943 until the Armistice 
on the 8th September 1943. I escaped about the 10th September 
1943, and, after wandering in Northern Italy for some time, 
got across the border into Switzerland. 

2. 	During the period that I was at the said Camp No.62 at 
Bergamo, namely, some S to 9 weeks, from lay to the end of 
July 1943, the conditions were as follows 

This Camp was in general the worst Camp I ever was in. 

AP regards accommodation, the prisoners of war were housed 
in buildings which were very overcrowded and very verminous and 
the Italians did nothing to keep the vermin down. 

As regards sanitary arrangements, we had one small lavatory 
and 1 latrine for 2,500 men. It was a kind of big sink with 
two places where you had to squat down. There was no flushing: 
it simply filled up: then the sanitary orderlies had to clear 
it out. The stench and filthiness of it is beyond description. 

As regards food, we had a daily ration of one roll of bread 
of about 150 grammes and about a pint of thin vegetable skilly 
and occasionally a small piece of meat or cheese. This diet 
meant steady starvation. 

As regards diseases, everyone suffered from starvation, 
lack of resistance and there were many diseases consequent 
thereon, chiefly dysentery, desert sores and malaria. 

As regards medical attention, there was an inspection 
tent, but only two Italian medical officers. I did not go sick 
myself in this Camp, but so far as I could see or hear, the 
Italians had very little in the way of equipment or medicines. 

SRORN at Tunbridge Wells in the County ) 
of Kent this let day of August 1945 GORGE BOYD 

before me, 
CECIL VINALL, 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 



56. 

IN THE LATTER OF :- 
	 2114 

The ill-treatment of prisoners of war and breaches 
of the Geneva Conventions, 1920, at Camp No.62 
Bergamo during the period from Larch to Leptember 
1943. 

A F F I D A V I T. 

I, No, 5722197 Company Sergeant Lajor WILLIAL CjLEL;, 
Queen's Royal Regiment attached 98 Reception Camp, Pennwood, 
Penn Street, Amersham, bucks, with a permanent address at No.P 
Liller's Close, Dorchester, Dorset make oath and say as follows;- 

1. I was captured and taken prisoner of war at El Alamein on 
25th October 1942. I was taken to hospital at El Adem and was 
thence transferred two days later to Tobruk. After a day and 
night at Tobruk, I was taken by hospital ship to Naples where 
I arrived on the 6th November 1942. On my arrival, I was taken 
by ambulance to Caserta Hospital, whence I was transferred on 
let January 1943 to Camp No.54, due east of Rome Fare Sabina. 
I remained at the latter Camp the best part of a month and was 
then transferred to a working camp at Falckts Factory (Sesto 
San Giovanni?) which was attached to and some 20-25 kilometers 
distant from (amp No.62, bergamo. I was at this workin; camp 
from 1st February 1943 to 18th or 19th Larch 1943 when I was 
removed to a prison cell outside Camp No.62, Bergamo, where I 
remained forty days. On my release from the prison cell, I wes 
placed in Camp No.62, and I stayed there until the Camp broke up 
(on or about the 12th September 1943) following the invasion of 
Italy. 

2. During the latter part of the time I was at the working 
camp at Sesto San Giovanni, I was Carp. Leader and three of the 
Section Leaders were Sergeant Mellon (Scots Guards) Sergeant 
Murray (R.A.) and Corporal Hill (R.T.R.) 

3. Following a strike I instigated for better conditions at 
this Camp, 1 and the three Sergeants above named were removed 
from the camp to a prison cell outside Camp No.62, bergarro. 
We were incarcerated in this cell for forty days without trial 
before we were released to the Camp Itself. The immediate 
occasion of our release was the commemoration of a Holy Day. 

4. The cell was about 15 feet x 10 feet. It was partially 
underground and was ventilated by a small grille and a small 
barred window. The cell had a concrete floor and there were 
nine two-tier beds in the centre of the floor, leaving about 
2 feet clearance round the walls. there was a palliasse and 
one blanket per man. The inmates of the cells were of a 
variety of nationalities, including coloured men. We were let 
out, under guard, for five minutes each morning to wash; but 
not at any other time or for any other purpose. The cell was 
grossly neglected by the guards nnd in consequence became highly 
insanitary. Sgt. Mellon, who was suffering from dysentery, was 
struck over the face with a rifle-butt by one of the guards 
when he asked to he allowed to leave the cell for a short time. 
On our release, we were all extremely weak. 

o. 	The Camp itnelf was a disused cotton factory which housed 
about 2,000 men. Vie slept in three-tier beds which were 
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ranged in vows too close together for one to pass between 
them. The rows were separated by gangways approximately 
two to three feet in width. 

6. There was a fairly large recreation ground and a large 
hall adjoining the bathroom in which we could play cards. 

7. The sanitary and washing arrangements were inadequate, 
having regard to the population of the camp. 

6. 	The food was much the same as at other Italian prisoner 
of war camps, but each man received a Red Cross parcel once 
a week, and, thanks to these, general health was reasonably 
good. We received the contents of the parcels without 
containers viz. the liquid contents in out billy.cans and 
the dry contents in paper. The soap was also cut into small 
pieces and new boots were mutilated (in search, presumably, 
for any means of escape which they might conceal). 

9. 	Apart from the shooting of a Cypriot (whose name 1 do 
not know) and of which I learnt only by general hearsay, 1 
cannot recall any acts of violence of note having been 
committed against prisoners of war while I was at Bergamo. 

SWORN by the above named WILLIAR) 
COLES at Weymouth in the County ) 	W. COLES 
of Dorset this seventh day of 	) 
June 1946 

Before me, 
W.T. WILKINSON 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 
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IN THE MATTER OL 
	 2116 

The ill-treatment of prisoners of war and breaches 
of the Geneva Conventions, 1929 at P.G. Camp No.62 
Bergamo, during April and May 1943. 

...■■•■■•■••••■•••••npn. 	 

AeeIDAIII T. 

I, 4132526 Lance-Corporal WALTER FAULKNER, 4th S. & T. 
Inf. tan. Hodgemoor Wood, near Amersham, Bucks. with a home 
address at 1 Delamere Road, Great Moor, Stockport, CheGhire 
make oath and say as follows 

1. I was captured near Eladba on 30th June 1942. After spells 
at Tobruk, Derna, Benghazi, Tarhuna Fort Elagela, Suani Ben 
Adem, P.G. Camp No.66 (Capua) and P.G. Camp No.70 (Monturano) 
I reaohed P.G. Camp No.62 at Bergamo in or about April 1943, 
and I remained there till my transfer, on or about 30th May 
1943, to a Working Camp at Tradate. 

2. I have perused the Affidavit sworn by Gunner Edward Andrew 
O'Neill on 3rd August 1945 and I confirm what he says therein 
as to the conditions at P.G. Camp No.62, without further 
comment. 

SWUM at Beaconsfield in the ) 
County of Buckingham this 10th ) 
	

W. FAULKNER 
day of August 1945 

before me, 
J. BAILEY GIBSON 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 
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IN THE MATTER OF 
2117 

The ill.treatment of Prisoners of War and broaches 
of the Geneva Conventions, 1029, at P.G. Camp No.62, 
bergamo, in or about May, 1043. 

A F F I D A V I T. 

I, 2937731 Private JOHN McVEIGH, Cameron Highlanders, 
Highland Hotel, Strathpoffer, Ross-shire, with a home address 
at 36 Pleasance, Edinburgh, make oath and say as follows:. 

1. I was captured at Tobruk on 23rd June 1942. After spells 
at Derna, Benghazi, Tarhuna, Suane ben Adem, P.G. Camp No.66 
(Capua) and P.G. Camp No.7C (konturano), I arrived at P.G. 
Camp No.62 at Bergamo in or about May 1943. I was thence 
transferred to a Working Camp at Tradate after about a month: 
the latter was attached to Camp No.62. I esoaped from the 
said Working Camp on or about llth September 1.943. 

2. I have perused the Affidavit sworn by C.S.I. William Coles, 
Queens Royal Regiment, on the 7th June 1945. I confirm what 
C.S.M. Coles says as to the. general conditions of the bergaro 
Camp in paragraphs 5 to 9 (inclusive) of his said Affidavit, 
subject to the following comments. 

3. When we arrived, French prisoners of war occupied the 
first floor and we the ground floor. Clothing was freely 
issued to the French, who had Syrian parcels besides. They used 
to throw away the meat.roll they received in their Red Cross 
parcels. I consider there was unfair discrimination by the 
Camp Authorities between us and the French and that this was 
done with a view to fomenting differences between us. 

4. The Camp Commandant frequently used to kick and generally 
ill-treat prisoners of war. 

SWORN at Dingwall in the County) 
of Ross & Cromarty this fourth ) 
day of August 1945 

before me, 
THOMAS S.H. BURNS 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 

J. icoVEIGH 
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The ill-treatment of prisoners of war and bier , 
of the Geneva Conventions, 1929, at Camp No.62, 
Bergamo, during the period from 18th/19th liareh to 
12th December, 1943. 

AFFIDAVIT. 

I, No.2696719 Lance-Sergeant KENNETH JOHN 11ELLON of Training 
battalion Scot:, Guards, Pirbright Carp, Near Brookwood, Surrey, 
with a permanent address at 30 Thirlmere Street, Wallasey, 
Cheshire, make oath and say as follows :- 

1. I was captured and taken prisoner of war on 13th Juno 
1942 at Rigel Ridge in the vicinity of KniFhtsbridge. Stopping 
for a short while at places en route I was taken to Suani Ben 
Adem, south of Tripoli, which I reached at the beginning of 
July 1942. After about 3i months there, I was removed to 
Tripoli Hospital, whence, after about a fortnight, 1 was taken 
by hospital ship to Maples and thence to Caserta Hospital. I 
remained at the latter hospital until the 1st January 1943 when 
I was transferred to Camp No.54, Fara Sabina, from which, after 
about a month, I was transferred to a working camp at Sesto San 
Giovanni. 1 remained there about five weeks when I was taken 
to bergamo. 

2. During the latter part of the time I was at the working 
camp at Sesto San Giovanni, Company Sergeant Major Coles was 
Camp Leader and three of the Section Leaders were oergeant 
Murray (K. A.) Corporal Hill (R.T.R.) and myself. 

3. eollowing a strike for better conditions at Sesto San 
Giovanni, instigated by the Camp Leader, he and we three Section 
Leaders were removed from the Camp to a prison cell outside 
Camp No.62 bergamo. We were incarcerated in this cell for 
forty days without trial before we were released to the Gamp 
itself. The immediate occasion of our release was the 
commemoration of a Holy Day. 

4. The cell was about 15 feet x le feet. It was partially 
underground and was ventilated by a small grille and a small 
barred window. The cell had a concrete floor and there were 
nine two-tier beds in the centre of the floor, leaving about 
2 feet clearance round the walls. There was a palliasse and 
one blanket per man. The inmates of the cell (some fourteen 
at a time) were of a variety of nationalities, including 
coloured men. We were allowed out under guard for five minetes 
each morning to wash, but not at any other time or for any 
other purpose. The cell was grossly neglected by the guarde 
and in consequence became highly insanitary. While I was in 
tie cell, 1 was suffering from dysentery ard, on my requesting 
one or the guards to allow me to leave the cell for a short 
time, ho attempted to strike me over the face with his rifle-
butt. The guard in question was one of the Carabinieri and was 
a man with grey hair and a sallow conplexion some 5 	10 ins. 
tall and about fifty years of ago. He was very thin and had a 
miserable appearance. The interpreter. Sgt. Frattini would 
know of this incident and could probably name the guard. On 
our release, we were all extremely weak. 

5. 
The Camp itself was a disused cotton factory which housed 
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about 2,000 men. Vve slept in three-tier beds which wore 
ranged in rows together with the space for one to pass 
between them. The rows wore separated by gangways npproxi-
mately 2 to 3 feet in width. 

6. There was a fairly large recreation ground and a large 
hall adjoining the bath-room in which we could play cards. 

7. The sanitary and washing arrangements were inadequate, 
having regard to the population of the Camp. 

8. The food was much the same as at other Italian prisoner 
of war Camps, but each man received a toed Cross parcel once 
a week, and, thanks to these, general health was reasonably 
good. We received the contents of the parcels without 
containers viz. the liquid contents in our billycans and the 
dry contents in paper. The soap was also cut into small 
pieces. Our boots were taken away from us about two months 
before we left this Camp and we were issued, instead, with 
wooden soles having cloth uppers. No boots supplied by the 
Red Cross were in issue. 

9. The Carabinieri guards were generally cruel and inclined 
to use their rifle-butts. where was also a white-haired 
captain who made a practice of kicking prisoners of war. 
This Captain was Second in Command before he was replaced 
by a kajor some six weeks before the Camp broke up. I do 
not know his name. 

10. Apart from the shooting of a Cypriot (whose name I do 
not know and the shooting of whom I know of only by hearsay) 
no acts of violence against prisoners of war occurred, so far 
as I can now recall, while I was at this Camp. 

11. I left Camp No.62 when it broke up (on or about the 12th 
September 1943) following the invasion of Italy. 

SWORN by the above named KENNETH ) 
JWIN LELLON at 5 High Street 
Woking in the County of Surrey 	) 
this Twenty ninth day of Lay 1945) 

riefore me, 
W. LLOYD DAVIES 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 

K.J. trnort 



IN THIT MATTER OF : 

THr WOUNDING OF PRIVATE DUNCAN S ITH, R. A.M.C. 
at CAMP No. 82 at BERGAMO IN OR ABOUT JULY 1943 

AFFIDAVIT 

JAMS 71513RAY No. 833696 1  Sergeant, at present stationed 
at 176 Field Regiment, 	Gosforth, Newcastle with permanent 
home address, .122 krinces Avenue, Watford, Herta, make Oath 
and say as follows :- 

1. 	I became a prisoner of war at Knightsbridge, North Africa, 
in June 1942, and was sent to Derna, thence to Sirte, then to 
Suane Ben Adem and later was shipped to Italy and arrived at 
Camp No. 66 at Oapua Italy in November 1942, when I was sent 
to Camp No. 54 at Fara Sabina and eventually arrived at Camp 
No. 62 at Bergamo, Italy. 

2: 	I was prisonorof war at Ca'-:ip No. 62 at Bergamo from January 
1947 to the 9th September 1943. 

3. 	Tn or about July 1943 there was at the said Camp No.62 at 
Bergamo a case of assault upon. Private Duncan Smith R.A.11.0. 
by Colonel Turko Francesco who was Commandant of the said Camp 
at the time. 

I witnessed this case myself for I was one of a Company, 
including the said Private Duncan Smith, who were called out 
at 3 a.m. for check roll call. In fact every man in the Camp 
was turned out for that purpose, and all were barefooted and 
had no trousers. The said Private Duncan Smith was a little 
slow in arrival, and the said Turko Francesco took a rifle from 
one of the carabinieri nearby, and hit the said Smith on the 
baok sending him down a flight of stairs. I can give the nmeo 
of three men, whom I recollect were present on that occasion, 
and could no doubt confirm this incident, namely :-. 

1.  Private Pearson, Worcester Regiment 
2.  Company Sergeant Major W. Coles, Queens Regiment. 
3.  Private Dunn-, Oameronian Re4ment. 

SWORN by the said JAKES MURRAY ) 
at Goeforth in the County of ) 
Northumberland on the 8th day 
of June 1945 

JAM7S :1URRA".;.. 

Before me, 
H. Soden Bird, 

A Oommiecloner for Oaths. 
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iN THS MATTER OF THE WOUNDING 
OF PRIVATS DUNCAN SMITH R.A.M.C. 
at Camp No.62 at HilaRGAMO in 
or about July 1943 

AFFIDAVIT 

■ of 

SERGSANT JAMSS MURRAY 

Tad, TREASURY SOLICITOR. 
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IN THE MATTER OF ;. 	 212:e 
The ill-treatment of Prisoners of War and breaches 
of the Geneva Conventions, ]929, at P.G. Camp No.62 
Bergamo during lay, 1943. 

AFeIDAVI T. 

I, 1102261 Gunner EDWARD ANDREW O'NEILL, 490 Mixed H.Anti. 
Aircraft battery H.A. Green Street Green near Dartford, Kent, 
with a home address at 26 Oakes Road Cheritor Folkestone, Kent 
make oath and say as follows :- 

1. I was captured at eouka on 29th June 1942. After spells 
at Tobruk, Benghazi, Tarhuna, Suani ben Aden, Camp No.66 
(Capua) and Camp No.70 (honturano), I reached P.G. Camp No.62 
bergamo on 13th hay 1943 and left it for a Working Camp at 
Tradate on 30th May 1943. 

2. On arrival at Camp No.62, we were accommodated in a 
disused factory. ►'+e were crowded out and the beds were so 
crawling with bugs that one could not sleep on them . One 
slept either on the floor or alternatively on the stairs out-
side, which were very cold and draughty:I chose the latter 
alternative. 

3• 	After five days we were transferred to the main camp. There 
we were housed in the basement of a brick building, the windows 
of the basement being level with the ground outside the building. 
The basement had a stone floor, was very cold and was infested 
with bugs and lice. tide slept in two-tier bunks. The ground 
floor of the said building was already occupied, whe we 
arrived, by erench prisoners of war, white and coloui'ed. 

4. The compound was too small for us to take any exercise. 

5. eood rations were much the same as at other Italian 
prisoner of war camps. The Camp Commandant frequently arranged 
roll-calls at meal.times. 

6. Red Cross parcels arrived fairly regularly; but the 
contents were emptied into whatever receptacle we could produce 
and were grossly mixed (e. f;. meat with jam). The reason for 
withholding containers was I believe to ensure that food stores 
should not be hoarded to facilitate escapes. Our trousers and 
boots were also collected at night to prevent escapes. 

7. Washing accommodation was very fair. Sanitary arrangements 
consisted of the usual holes in the ground: there were about 
eight to serve some 3000 men: these were cleansed weekly by a 
civilian. 

8. The general standard of health at the Camp was, I think, 
good; there were adequate facilities outside the camp for the 
treatment of the sick. 

9. The Camp Commandant (Colonel Turco) and his officers used 
to ill-treat prisoners of war for little or no provocation 
(e.g. failing to salute or to stand at attention when spoken 
to); but the N.C.Os. and guards did not trouble us unduly. 

sWORN at Dartford in the County) 
of Kent this 3rd day of August ) 	EDV:RD ANDREW O'NFILL 
1945. 	before me, 

CHARLES b. SEARLE 
A Commissioner for Oaths. 
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Breaches of Articles 2,10,12 and 13 of the Genova 
Convention 1929 (Prisoners of War) at Carp No.62 
Bergamo during the period from 3rd April 1943 to 
10th September 1943. 

AeeIDAIII T. 

No. 5252417 Lance-Corporal GEORGE EDV.ARD P,:ida',ON of 
The Worcestershire Regiment attached to 11 Battalion, South 
Staffordshire Regiment of Ashridge Park Camp, Berkhameted, 
Hertfordshire with permanent address at 55 Creesett Lane, 
Brockmoor, Brierley Hill, Staffordshire make oath and say as 
follows :- 

1. 1 was captured and taken prisoner of war at Tobruk on the 
21st June 1942. I was moved thence to Benghazi on the 26th June 
1942 where I remained for three weeks to a month. I was then 
shipped to Brindisi and entrained for Camp No.75 Bari which I 
reached during the latter half of July 1942. A  fortniaht or so 
later I was transferred to Camp No.54 Fara where I remained until 
2nd eebruary 1943. On the day following, I was transferred to 
a working camp at Sesto San Giovanni where I remained until the 
2nd April 1943. The latter camp is associated with Camp No.62 
Bergamo. 

2. On the 2nd April 1943 I escaped from the Camp at Sesto San 
Giovanni with a SoUth African Private layer by name. I do not 
know layer's unit but he later reached Switzerland and until 
October 1944 was employed in the export and import section of 
the British Legation. 

3. We were recaptured at Como (some 150 miles away) on 3rd 
April 1943 end were taken back to Jesto Sari Giovanni and 
confronted with the cut wire; dog chains were put round our 
wrists and we were sent to Camp No.62 berga 	where we remained 
until the Camp broke up on 10th September 19 	in consequence 
on the invasion of Italy. I reached. Switzer_ nu in 1.41rch 1944 
and was ehence repatriated on 24th October, 1 44. 

4. On arriving at Bergamo I was placed in eolitary confinement 
for the first two days in a cell which was outside the proeincts 
of the prisoner of war camp and intended for Italian deliquonts. 
There were no proper sanitary arrangements. Ly boots, braces anO. 
belt were removes w prevent further escape and by order of 
Colonel Turco I was deprived of all food because I had refused 
to tell him how i had coot-Ted and got to Como. 

o. 	During these two days Colonel Turco authorised officers 
of the guard to put further questions to me respectirg my 
escape and I ultimately agreed to Five Colonel Turco the data 
and time when I >ot away if he would (a) put me an,1 Layer in 
tale same cell, (b) cease to question us, (c) give us food. 
Turco agreed and Layer was put in my cell. We were not however 
given any food and (apart from periodic visits by the Orderly 
Officer) were not vi sited again for a further two days. 

6. 	We were then brought before Turco who, by :interpreter, 
questioned us again. I reminded him of the agreement I had 
made with him and he denied all knowledge, of it. I said that 
in any event I would riot give him any further information and 
we were thereupon returned to our cell. Pa the next mealtime 
we got our meal. 
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7. 	Turco sent for us next morning, complimented us on being 
good soldiers and said that whereas he could give us thirty 
days imprisonment he proposed to give us only ten days and 
twenty nights (sic); the ten days to run from 3rd April, 1943. 

8. On the sixth day after our recapture a Greek prisoner of 
war (whom i know only as Giodana and who had been recaptured 
whilst escaping) was placed in our cell. This man was subjected 
to the starvation technique to make him talk and after 0- days 
he told the Italians what they wanted to know. Giodana left 
the cell at the same time as Layer and I and was sent to the 
Greek prisoner of war quarters. 

9. Ten days after our recapture layer and I were transferred 
from our "outside cell" to a cell within the precincts of the 
prisoner of war camp. There we joined four other british 
prisoners of war, namely C.S.L. Coles (Queen's Regiment), 
Sgt. Lellon (Scots Guards) 	Lurray (R.A.) and Corporal Nill 
(Royal Tank Corps or Regiment). Of those four men 	S C • _ • 	Coles 
had been Camp Leader and the other three section leaders at 
Sesto San Giovanni. i understood that the occasion of their 
imprisonment was a strike by prisoners of war at Sesto San 
Giovanni which took place on account of the non-distribution of 
Red Cross parcels. The Camp and Section Leaders had been 
removed to bergamo from Sesto San Giovanni by order of Colonel 
Turco. I understand that no formal charge was preferred against 
these four men who, down to the date of their release, had 
served 35 days' detention. 

10. Our fare during our detention was a daily ration each of 
200 grammes bread and 66 grammes of rice or macaroni. No proper 
sanitary arrangements were provided but we were allowed to walk 
in the Infirmary Grounds for about an hour in the morning and 
an hour in the afternoon when we were permitted to wash. 

11. We were released from our cell to the general compound on 
24th April 1943. I believe this was in pursuance of an amnesty 
granted by Lussolini to prisoners (presumably of certain limited 
categories) as an Eastortide gesture. 

12. The general prison quarters at bergamo comprised two floors 
of a disused factory. The lower of the two was partly under-
ground and in consequence only the upper half of its windows gave 
light. We were very overcrowded and slept in three-tier bunks 
which were toucAing ono another or very nearly so. On my 
arrival there were aoout 500 prisoners of war of some 42 
different nationalities. 

SWORN at 21 Old Queen Street in ) 
the City of Westminster this 15th) 
day of Lay 1945 

before me, 
HERbEnt DAVIE.; 

A Oornmissioner for Oaths. 

G.E. PEARSON 
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The ill-treatment of British Prisoners of War and 
breaches of the Geneva Conventions 1929 at The 
Military Hospital at Bergamo, during the period 
August 31st 1942 to May 9th 1943. 

I, JOHN WHELAZON REDGATE, No. 136640, Lajor, R.A.L..C., 
present address Military Hospital, Shaftesbury L  Dersetshire, 
and with a permanent address C/o H.A. Chapman Leg., 45, 
Newlands Avenue, Radlett, Hertfordshire, make oath and say 
as follows 

1. On the 20th June 1942, I was taken prisoner of war at 
Tobruk. Thereafter I stayed at Tobruk for some 6 weeks and 
2 days: then sent to Derna where I stayed one night: then to 
tienghazi where I stayed some 4 days: was then flown to Camp 
No.75 at Bari where I stayed three weeks: then to Bergamo 
Military Hospital for prisoners of war near Camp No.62 at 
Bergamo where I stayed from August 31st 1942, to May 9th 1943: 
then to Altamura Hospital where I stayed from Lay 9th to August 
10th 1943: then to the Hospital at Treviglio where I stayed 
from August 10th to about the let November 1943 when I was 
taken by the Germans to Germany. 

2. During the period that I was at the said Lilitary 
Hospital at Bergamo, narely, from August 31st 1942, to Lay 
gth 1943, the conditions were as follows :- 

This Military Hospital was not at Camp No.62 at Bergamo. 
This hospital had, pre-war been an almshouse, but since the 
outbreak of war had been used by the Italians as a Military 
Hospital for themselves and later turned into a Prisoner of 
War Hospital. When I got there, there were already there one 
Padre and four or five medical officers, British and South 
African, our addition brought the numbers up to 10 medical 
officers. We were just a small party of medical offi-_:ers and 
later we had orderlies. lik:7 general report is that this 
Hospital was poor according to our standards, overcrowded 
and poor sanitary arrangements, but the food supplied was 
quite good; very poor supplies of medical equipment and drugs. 
lay chief criticism is that the medical supplies from the 
Italians would have been quite inadequate had it not been for 
the Red Cross. 

3. Although the conditions at the said Hospital were poor 
during the time that I was there, I was told by the under-
mentioned officers that the conditions there had been much 
worse before I arrived and in addition they had been very 
understaffed. I can give the names of two medical officers 
who were there before I arrived and who have given me this 
information. 

Lajor William Rotherham Hunter, R .A.,.0. 
Major Keith Arthur I.:oore, 

:YURN at 23 Bell Street Snaftesbury) 
in ;;tie County of Dorset the eighth ) 
day of August 1945 

Before me, 
EDV:ARD E.G. ARKELL 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 

h _:DGATE 



1. Colonel Turco Francesco, Camp Commandant 

P. Adjutant or second in command at said Camp 

3. Ye7ical Officer in charge at said came. 

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

From 194P onwards. 
At Camp No. P.G.62 at Bdrgamo 

No.xxix. Ill-treatment of wounded and prisoners of war. 

Breach of Geneva Convention 1029  :founded and Sick?  
Article I for the amelioration of the wounded and sick. 

.... Breach of Geneva Convention 1901Prisoners of Wel7  

Article 2 which provides that prisoners of war should 
be humanely treated and protected and measures of 
reprisal against them ere forbidden. 
	 7-Continue,,-rin-Faro•p'7 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

(For the Use of the Secretariat)  

Registered Number. 

611okilicy.,7 

2126 
Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

ft; 17) 	• 	r 
.1 

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 
UNI TED KINGroL  CHARGES AGAINST 	I T: T T!.7: 	WAR CRIMINALS 

CHARGE No.  UK - IA  7c * 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

From 1942 onwards at Oamp No. B.G.62 at i)oi t o there were 
very unhygienic conditions; inadequate and damp housing; 
insufficient clothing and pilfering of Red Cross parcels. 
Col. Turco (accused No.1) is described as an ardent Fascist 
and extremely cruel to prisoners of war. 

TRANSM ITTED BY 

*Insert serial number under which the case is registered in the tiles of the National Office of the accusing State. 

(263521 	 1120 	500 I 	 .I.t 1. 	p.685 
(46924) Wt.P.1,1; 1%1139 5,000 
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PARTICULARS  0,1.■ ALLEGED  CRIME 	212? 

1111 
The Statement of Sergt. Kaunnas (nttached hereto) if true, 

establishes :- 

A. Unhygienic conditions 
Li. Inadequate and darLp housing 
C. Insufficient clothing 
D. Pilfering of Red Cross parcels 

Jy ordering or permitting either of the above, all three 
accused will be guilty of war crime xxix and of committing a 
ureach of the Geneva Convention 1929 27ounded and 
Article 1. 

Liy ordering or permitting "A' above, all three accused 
committed breaches of Articles 2, 10 and 13 of the Geneva 
Convention 1929 (Prisoners of war) 

By ordering or permitting "b" above, all three accused 
committed a breach of Article 10 of the Geneva. Convention 
1929 ffrisonersof War77. 

by ordering or permitting "C" above, - 11 three accused 
committed a ureach of Article 12 of the Geneva Convention 
1929 Prisoner:; of War7. 

By ordering or permitting "D" above, all three accused 
committed a breach of Article 2 of the Geneva Convention 1929 
LPrisoners of Var7 and under English law were guilty of 
larceny. 

"-Continued from Page 17 

Article 10 which requires that prisoners of war should be 
lodged in places affording all possible safeguards as regards 
hygiene and salubrity. 

Article 12 which provides that pri.7.oners of war s.ould have 
adequate clothing. 

Article 13 which requires that those in charge of camps should 
take all necessary hygienic measures. 

References Under English Law :-
to relevant 
provisions 	1. Larceny 
of National 
Law. 
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Subject: Treatment of Ps/W. 	TOP SECRET 

H.Q., P 	Sub Commission 
C.L.P. 

607/A. 

20th April, 1944 

II.W., A.A.I. 

Copy to: S.I.L.E.„ G.H.Q., E.E.F. 
HOW., COISODOIOC*, 
L.I.L.O., No.2 District, 	..1Y. 

Attached copy of a letter No. A1/389 dated 24th Apr.44 

from the Greek representative P/W Sub Commission, is forwarded 

for your information and such action as you may oonsider 

necessary. 

(S,7d) ? Major 
for Colonel A/Director, 

P.W. Sub Commission 

vopy to: P.W.2. 
e.o. 
0. b.9. 
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"No. A2/389 
	

P.';.. Sub Commission, 
Greek Representative, 

74th April, 

H.Q. 
P.':.. Sub Commission. 

I be to inform you that yesterday the Italian Lt. 
GIUSEPPE KOZZOLINO appeared before the Greek Representation 
and was questioned as to what he knows in regard to the Greek 
prisoners of war. 

The Greek Representation thanks you for your immediate 
action. 

During the interrogation, Lt. KOZZOLINO informed us 
that the Italian Colonel eRAUCESCO TURCO, Commander of the 
No.r32 Camp, killed v.ith his own hands ani from a distance 
of two metres a Greek from Cyprus, serving in the British 
Army, and as P.O.T. stationed at the above mentioned camp. 

The above mentioned soldier refused to obey an order 
issued by Colonel Turco, according to which the prisoners 
were to be used to work for military purpose -, in spite of 
an article of the International. Agreement, which states that 
P.O.V. are not to be forced to be used in military labour 
for the enemy. 

The British Sergeant, in charge of the above carp, protested 
to the International Red Cross. 

the same Italian Colonel killed in Grurtello an Italian 
citizen, cheering for liberty after the Italian Armistice. 

Colonel Turcols present residence is: 62, Vittorio 
Emmanuelle in Bergamo. 

As Lt. KOZZOLINO informer; us, in Camp No.95 in Italy, 
the Greek prisoners of war were not receiving their payments. 

In the same Camp, due to the lessening of the daily 
food quantity, the prisoners went on a hunger strike. 

(Sgd) Lieut 	? 
for 

Lieut. Comdr. J LELLISINOS, R.7.1C 
Greek Representative, 

F.W. Sub Commission 

Copy• 

Greek Information Sol.vice 

Copy for P.V.2. 
i.O. 
.I.L. 
1.S.9. 
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REpOx' NO. I.59 	26th Feb. 1944 

SOURCE: CY/1244 S,iT. 	KOU/4AS 
1001 Coy. Pioneer Corps, Cyprus Regt. 

Captured: 5 Jan.42 KALALPTA 
Escaped: 10 Sep.43 P.G.G2 GRULILLIYA bERGALO 

On the 2 Lay 1941 the 0.C. of Source 	Coy. Major TirTER 
called a parade and told the men to make for the hills a: they 
could all speak Greek and probably evade capture. 

Source went into ALEXANDEAKION hospital, KALALIATA, where he 
remained for 4 day:. On the fourth day the O.C. Hospital told him 
to find some civilian clothes and go away as the Germans were to 
requisition the hospital the following day. 

Source found an old woman livin: oproTsite the hospital who 
exchanged his unttle dress for an old jacket and a pair of trousers. 
When he left the hospital he met a Greek soldier who took him home 
for the night: then the followin:),  day directed him to the rrotery 
of AG:a0e COESTAMINOS and ELLENI where he stayed for 2 months, 
after which he lived with various people in Kalamata r-  shown in 
Appendix "A". 

On the 5th Jan. '42 he was betrayed by a pro-Italian Greek 
from Patras, this man invited him to dinner at a restaurant after 
arranging. for the Carabinieri to come and arrest Source. He was 
taken to Kalamata prison where he was held for 2 days then trans-
ferred to Tripoli where he was held in the Garrison .erison for a 
further 45 days. At the end of this period he complained to the 
Garrison I.O. that the living conditions in the prison were 
appalling. The doctor agreed and the following day Source with 
other P.Ts. was sent to P.T. Camp at Zylocastro. They were subse-
quently taken to the Garrison Prieon at Patras and from there 
shipped to :sari arriving on the 31st Le?r. 42. 

Almost immediately after his arrival at Bari Source was sent 
to P.W. Transit Camp No.7F. He was later taken to Camp 65 Gravina 
which he described as the "Hell of the living". In this Camp many 
P.Ws. died from starvation and had it not been for the Red Cross 
parcels many more would also have died. He  stayed in Gravina from 
25 Ap1.42 until 20 Apr.43. During this period Source was in 
charge of the 450 Cypriot P.Ts. in the camp. S7t.Andreas Yiacovidis 
was in charge of the Red Cross parcels.' 

In April 43 Source was transferred with the other P.Ws. to 
the P.V. Camp at eoggia where they were put into a small camp just 
outside the aerodrome. They were ordered to work on this aerodrome 
with 280 South Africans who were already there when Source arrived. 
Source after conferring with Sgt. Andreas Constandinou decided 
that the Cypriots should not work and they argued with the Italian 
Officer who insisted that the P.Ts. should start work immediately. 

When a German supervisor arrived with a doctor the P.V.s. 
stated that they were physically unfit for any work and demanded 
that the doctor examine them. He did so, then told the German 
supervisor that they were not fit to work, the supervisor 
immediately issued an order that all the P.1::s. including the South 
Africans wen:. to leave the aerodrome at once and return to their 
camps. At the same time he ordered the Italian officer in charge 
of the work parties on the aerodrome to brine in 1,r00 civilian 
workers in their place. 

The P.1' s. were then taken by train to P.G.62 Bergamo which 
was celled "The Tower of Silence" by the P.Ts.interned there. 
Greek and Serbian P.Ws. in this can were kept separate from the 
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Bra.q-Ash. There were 350 British P.Ws. in the camp living under most 
unhygienic conditions. The compounds when it rained became quagmires 
and the auts in which P.Ws. lived being built below the level of the 
ground, were very cold and extremely damp. Lost of the P.rs. 
incidentally, were without shoes, these havin7, been taken away to 
discourage escape attempts. When hed Cross parcels were distributed 
to the P.rs. all the tins were opened and the cakes of soap were 
cut into small pieces as a precaution against escape equipment being 
hidden inside. 

The Camp commandant, Col. Turco, whose son is a P.r. in England 
was an extremely cruel man and even the guards of the can hated 
him. He was an ardent Fasc ist and since the fall of the Fascist 
Regime in Italy nothing has been seen or heard of him by Source. 

On the 15th July 43, Col. Turco detailed FO P. 	carpenters 
for a special job. Source suspected that carpentry was not the 
job to be done, so he decided to join the party. They were taken 
by lorries to an aerodrome where they were ordered to start work. 
The P.Ts. refused and asked for an interview with Col. Turco to make 
a complaint. 

Col. Turco arrived after a short time and ordered the P.V!s. 
to start work. The P.Ts. again refused, when this happened he 
ordered Source to line them un, took a rifle from an Italian soldier 
and approached the first P.V. in the line. lie ordered him, in 
Italian, to start work, but before the Cypriot soldier could refuse 
the Colonel fired and killed him. The victim's name was CY/ ,̀'134 
Lazsbros Christofi. The remainder of the P.rs. made as if to attack 
Col. Turco, but before they could do anything they were stopped 
by the German and Italian guards who said they would fire if the 
P.rs. made another movement. 

On the 8th Sept. 43 when the Armistice was signed, Cart. 
Vernadi approached the P.V.'s. and told them that they were to be 
friends from now on. The P.Ts. were given back their shoes and 
personal belongings and on the 10th September 43 :ost of them left 
the camp and changed into civilian clothes nrovided by the local 
inhabitants. 

Source made his way to Milan where he boarded a train for 
Bologna, and on to Ancona. from where he walked to Oupra 
:?ere he contacted a British Agent and on the 30th Dec. 43 Source 
with a party of ex P.',`; s. and the British Agent went to a point on 
the coast about 8 miles from SAN BENEDETTO where they were to ieet 
a boat. Unfortunately, the party was betrayed by a local Fascist 
and had to disperse to avoid the Germans. 

On the 4 Jan. 44 they returned to the rendezvous, but this 
found that tie sails of the boat they were to use had been 

left in a house that had been requisitioned by the Germans, so 
that it was imposeible to get them. 

On the 8 Jan.44 w.len everting had been arranged in advance 
they .:wiled with 3 Italians and arrived near Termoli on the 9th 
Jan.44. In Termoli they contacted Allied troops and Source was 
sent to 	then Taranto and eventually sailed for Egypt arriving 
in Alexandria on the Sth February 44. 

GPL/DAP 

Distribution:  Main H.Z. "A" r'orce 3. 
A.G.5 	 1. 
File 	 3 

Copy to: P.' .r. 
2.0. 

1. 
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IN TUE ;.ATIERS OF: 

(A) ILL.TICAILLNT of BEITILO Phi JNIA.1.: or' rtAl P.ND 3REACHE;, 
Or' TIE 411ENA OJNVENIION 1929 at Carp No.54 at 'AEA in or 
about January 1945. 

(B) ILE.TRUATLEN1 of thtITIL;:i Pill,;JNEW3 OQ WAR AND JELACHES 
Or' IIE dINLVA UONVENTION 1929 at Camp No.67 at BEhGA.-0 
during the period January to September 1943. 

(C) LUEDI:h Or' 	LALahOS CMIsTOFI at Cnmr flo.62 at 
JERUA4_0 in or about July 1943. 

(D) loUNDINU Or' PRIVATE DUNCAN 	11.A.L.C., at Camp 
No.62 at uLicUAL.0 in or about July 1943. 

I, JALES LUkhAl, Sergeant, at present stationed at 176 Field 
Regiment, it,11.Q. Uosforth, Newcastle, with permanent home address, 
122 Princes Avenue, Watford, Herts. Lake oath and say as follows:. 

1. 	I became a Prisoner of war' at 
in June 1942, vv2a sent to Derna, ti 
isen Aden, and later was shipped to 
at Capua in November 1942. 

Knightsbridge, North Africa, 
fence to Sirte, thence to Suane 
Italy and arrived at Camp No.66 

2. I was at Camp No.66 at Capua for about fourteen days in 
November 1942. It was impossible to live on the food provided 
while I was there. It was a cap: of slow starvation. The 
intermittent Red Cross supplies 'o some extent alleviated the 
situation. There was much malnutrj.tion and disease and the 
medical equipment and supplies wore inadequate to deal with the 
situation. 

3. I arrived at Camp No.54 at eara Sabina at about the New roar 
1942/3 and stayed tnere some three or four weeks. The camp 
conditions here wore very bad. The accommodation was tents which 
leaked badly. As regards food, it wao impossible to live on the 
supply which was a small portion of bread and auout a pint of rice 
skilly per day. 

4. In January 1943 I was removed to Camp No.62 at Bergamo and 
remained there until the 9th September 1943. Colonel Turko 
eranceoco was the Commandant there during that period. He behaved 
with great brutality. When I arrived I was jailed in an under.. 
ground cell and kept there without any sanitation and on starvation 
diet for 37 days for refusing to assist in the constructiot 
of war machinery at Milan, at a factory owned by Falke Lombardo, 
marine engineers engaged in the manufacture of war machinery. 

5. While at Camp No.62 in or auout July 1943 I remember the 
gasc of the murder by Colonel Turko erance3co of Private Lambros 
Ohristofi. He was a member of a working party who refused to 
do the work which they were ordered to perform, it being war work 
contrary to the Geneva Convention. I did not see the actual 
shooting, but was told by many of the survivors of the working 
party that on the refusal by Lambros Christofi to do the said 
work, Colonel Turko erancesco shot him on the spot. 

8. 	I remember the case of assault upon Private Duncan Smith, 
11.L.L.C. by the said Colonel Turk() emrcesco in about July 1947. 
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I witnessed this cace myself for I wae ore of a Company, 
including the 0,A_d Private Duncan Smith, who were called out at 
3.0 a.m. for check roll-call. We were bare footed and had no 
trousers. The said Private Duncan Smith was a little slow in 
arrival, and the said Colonel 'lurko erancesco took a rifle from 
a carablniere nearby and hit Smith on the back of the head, 
sending him down a flight of stairs. 

moral by the said 

at 
on the 
	

day of 
1945 
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PARTICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN SuppoRT 	2134 

• 	
Lotter fror2.P.T. Sub Commission Greek lierrelentative 

(2, H.Q., P.T. Sub Commission data-1 ^4th Arril 1944 
rerorting the interrogation of Lieut. Kozzoliro 

(Cory attached hereto) 

Rerort from Sergt. George Kounnas C1/114 1001st Comnary 
Pioneer Corps, Cyprus Regiment. 

(Cory attached hereto) 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 2135 

(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was once 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in Apbedience_to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence ;, 
(c) whether the case appears-1'J° be reasonably complete.) 

A. As regards responsibility: 

As to the lack of hygiene, bad buildings, dal:I-mess, lack of 
clothing; all this went on apparently. over a period and should 
have been obvious to all the accused. At any rate, there is a 
strong prima facie case with a burden on each of the accused to 
show that personally he was not responsible. 

As to the pilfering from Red Cross parcels, this would 
appear to require more specific proof. 

B. As regards defences: all three accused may deny the facts and 
challenge any deficiencies or any stealing. Secondly, if any 
of the facts are established, it may be said that some or all 
of them did not know. 

C. As to whether the case is complete, there is a good prima 
facie case here as it stands, except that as stated the question 
of pilfering of Red Cross parcels requires more specific proof. 
Enquiries should be made from the many other prisoners of war 
in the Camp during the period to discover whether they can give 
any more detailed evidence with regard to this charge of steal. 
ing. The Camp records should disclose the names or identity 
numbers of many other prisoners of war in the Camp over the 
period in question. 

A draft proposed Affidavit by Sergeant Murray is attached. 
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IN THE LLTTER OF :. 2137 

The ill.treatment of British Prisoners of War 
and breaches of The Geneva Conventions 1929 at 
Treviglio Hospital during the period from 10th 
August until about 3rd November 1943. 

AFeIDAVI T. 

I, JOHN WHEELDON REDGATE, No. 136640, Major, R.A.Y.O. 
present address Military Hospital, Shaftesbury, Dorsetshire, 
and with a permanent address 0/o H.A. Chapman Esn. 45, Newlands 
Avenue, Radlett, Hertfordshire, make oath and say as follows:. 

1. On the 20th June 1942 I was taken prisoner of 7ar at 
Tobruk. Thereafter I stayed at Tobruk for some six weeks and 
two days; then sent to Derna where I stayed ono night: then to 
Benghazi where I stayed some four days: was then flown to 
Camp No.75 at Bari where I stayed three weeks: then to Bergamo 
Military Hospital for prisoners of war near Carp P'. o. 62 at 
Dergamo where I stayed from August 31st 194f'!, to Lay 9th 134: 
then to Altamura Hospital whore I stayed from Lay 9th to 
August 10th 1943: then to the Hospital at Treviglio where I 
stayed from August 10th to about the 1st November 1943 when I 
was taken by the Germans to Germany. 

2. During the period that I was at the said Hospital at 
Treviglio, namely from about 10th August to about 1st November 
1943 conditions were as hereinafter set out. 

I have seen the report of Lt. Col. J.N. Saegert R.E. 
made to the Directorate of prisoners of War dated the 10th 
June 1944 and addressed from the Military Hospital Liverpool 
Road, Chester. It is headed "Report on conditions at Ospedale 
Militaire Treviglio selected by the Italian Prisoners of War 
Authority for use as a T.B. Hospital for P.G. about the month 
of February 1942". In the second paragraph of the first page 
of the said report the said Lt. Col. Saegert refers to a letter 
which he states was written by me to the Protecting Powers. I 
wrote the said letter but did not keep a copy and I have not 
at the time of swearing this Affidavit seen either the original 
or copies of my said letter. 1 adhere to what I stated in the 
said letter. I do not know if Lt. Col. Saegert is still alive. 
He had tuberculosis and was at one time seriously ill. I have 
read through the said report by the said Lt. Col. Saegert with 
great care. I was sent to the said Hospital at Treviglio by 
mistake. I had had no practical experience of tuberculosis 
for a long time. I was an anesthetist. I put in a request 
for removal to the Italian Authorities but nothing came of it. 
I can, however, give an accurate description of what went on 
at the said hospital and I say that the said report by the 
said Lt. Col. Saegert is absolutely accurate in all detail, 
subject to the following reservations :. 

1. I know nothing of General keseina. 

2. Dampness on the walls of the said hospital was very bad 
in Lt. Col. Saegert own room. Hie descriptionthereof is 
accurate but it is fair to say that I do not remember such 
damp conditions in the other rooms. 

Further I can give the names of two other officers who 
were patients at the said hospital at Treviglio 

1. 
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(1) Captain Hobbs R.A. his home was in the Croydon area. 
In peace time he was employed by one of the big Gas 
Companies in London, I think the one at Wandsworth. 

(2) Flying Officer Head R.I.O. He was brought down in 
a torpedo bomber, in the Mediterranean. 

SWORN at 23 bell Street Shaftesbury ) 
in the County of Dorset the eighth ) 	J.W. REDGATE 
day of August 1945 

Before me, 
EDWARD N.G. ARKELL 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 

2. 
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UNITED KINGDOM 	 ITALIAN CHARGES AGAINST 
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WAR CRIMINALS 

  

  

      

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

([Vol to be translated.) 

General de Brigade Messina. 

Tenento Colonello (Medico) Giaccomo Sabatini 

Director of the Hospital. 

3. Teneto (Medico) Vittorio Allevi,Anitante Majjiori, 
or Staff Officer of the hospital. 

4. Sotto Tenento (Bersaglieri) Germi (a E.0.0.) 

  

   

5. Mother Superior of the Sinters of the Religious 
Order to which the hosrital belonged. 

6. Sister in charge of O.R.s Ward. 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

During 1942 and 1943. 

Military Hospital for Tuberculosis at Treviglio. 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

No. xxix 

Breach of  Geneva Convention No.1  1929 Article 1, 	 
Geneva Convention No.2 1929 Articles P,10,11,12,13. 

Under English law . larceny. 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

During the years 1942 and 1943 prisoners of war were ill-treated 
at and there was mis.management of the Military Hospital for 
Tuberculosis at Treviglio. 

The charges against the military and medical authorities are :- 
Neglect of patients; 
Insufficient and dangerous accommodation; 
111.treatmert of patients; 
Lack of organisation, administration and medical 

treatment; 
Stealing of food and clothing from patients. 

The charge against the Mother Superior and Sisters is that of 
depriving patients of food and clothing. 

TI■ ANSM HIED BY 

• ins!rt serial number under which the case is registered in the files of the National Office of the accusing State. 
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(a) War Crimes List No. xxix. 

(b) Lireach of Geneva Convention 1220 rick and wounded7. 

Article 1 which provides for the amelioration of the wounded 
and sia. 

(c) Breach of Geneva Convention 1',;29 Lrisoners of War? 

Article 2 which provides that Prisoners of War should be 
humanely treated and protected and that measures of reprisal 
against them are forbidden; 

Article 10 which provides that prisoners of War shall be 
lodged in buildings or,  huts which provide all possible safe. 
guards as regards hygiene and salubrity; 

Article 11 which provides that Prisoners of War shall have 
aTequate rood rations and water; 

Article 12 which provides that Prisoners of War shall have 
proper clothing; 

Article 13 which requires that all necessary hygienic measures 
shall be taken 

(d) Under English law . Larceny. 
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Military Hospital, 

Liverpool Road, 
Chester. 

10.6.44 

Directorate of P.V.. 

, I forward herewith a short report on the Lilitary Hospital 
at Treviglio, which was selected by the Italian P.V:. authority for 
use as a T.J. Hospital for P.V.. together with copies of corresrpmYlence 
Thad there as S.B.O. in an attempt to get some amelioration. Also 
tne names and particulars of incorrect conduct on the part of 
various Italian Officers who I consider largely responsible for the 
very heavy death rate amongst patients at this Hospital and against 
whom I hope some punitive action may be taken when the Allies 
occupy N.Italy. I may say that the attitude of all these Italian 
officers as of every other one I have over heard of, was one of the 
greatest pusillanimity on the occasion of the occupation of N.Italy 
by the Germans after the Armistice. 

In spite of the orders of their King and of the Government 
they, as loyal officers, were bound to support, Lhese gentlemen 
did absolutely nothing except chatter with fright when their 
country was taken over by a negligible number of German troops. 

The only resistance offered, and that of the very slightest, 
was by a few troops acting without orders, and, in a very few 
cases, by some private citizens acting without the support of the 
Army at all, in places such as Piac11enza. 

(Sgd) J.I. SAEGERT, 
Lt. Col„ R.E. 

• 12.6.44. 

REPORT ON CONDITIONS AT OSPLDALE LILITAIRE TRLVIGLIO, 
TEITTIED BY ITALI 	P.:. A 1 0,i TY 0 	SE AS A T.B. 
HOSPITAL  eoli P.G. ABOUT THE MONTH OF FEB.1942. 

During the time I was there, i.e. from 24.6.43 until 7.9.43 
and again from 5.10.43 - 31.10.43, the average number of T.B. 
patients was about 100-110. This number, I was told, had been 
fairly constant since Juno 1942. The majority of the patients 
were Jugo Slays witheot about 12 Greeks, 9 Russians and a varying 
number of patients from the various countries of the Empire. The 
first British patients arrived in May 1943 and at the time of our 
removal en masse to Germany on 31.10.43, the 'iritish patients 
numbered 49, including Nursing Orderlies (8) and Doctors (1). 

For a general description of the Hospital, I refer you to the 
letter of Ma j. J.T. hedgate to the P.P. (10 in attached corres-
pondence). The only serious omission by Major Redgate in his letter 
is that, when it rained, the building was of such indifferent 
construction (no damp proof courses in walls etc.) that liquid 
water formed on the inside of the walls creeping up in some cases 
to a height of 7t or 8' and this water remained for several days, 
until the sun came again to dry the building out. The effect, 
on walls of concrete or stone, was the same as being tn a very wet 
underground dungeon.' Over 100 deaths had occurred up to the time 
of our departure, since the month of lay 1942. No cures had taken 
place up to the time of our departure, though some Jugo Slav 
officers had been sent back to their P.G. Camp on becoming negative. 
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There was no T.D. specialist until August 1043 and none 
of the ordinary Italian doctors appears to know anything about 
the disease. All these doctors wee, outwardly, keen Fascists 
(until July 25th) with local practices which naturally absorbed 
most of their time so that they could generally only spare 1-
hour or so for their P.u. patients. 

Naturally, they were highly delighted at obtaining this 
employment on being "called up" and were very opposed (set Laj. 
Redgate's letter) at the thought that they fright be out from 
their easy sinecures if 13ritish Doctors - of whom there were 
still an immense surplus available in ordinary camps . were 
brought in to look after their own sick. The behaviour of the 
ordinary guards and Italian orderlies was peculiarly defiant 
and disgraceful, owing to the mixed severity and weakness with 
which they were treated by their officers . particularly of the 
Aintante Majjiore (L Allevi) and the Director (T Colonello 
Sabatini) Discipline, even as understood in the Iti Army, was 
non...existent. 

For this state of affairs I consider the following officers 
chiefly to blame, and I hope some effort will be made to bring 
these gentlemen to book on our occupation of N. Italy. 

1. Ueneral de brigade MESSINA. 	A thorough-going Fascist 
commander of the military sub area and a bad man. Disappeared 
soon after Mussolini's fall. The official story was that he 
had been sent to fight in Sicily . the unofficial one that, 
seeing the signs of the times, he got into mufti and gave himself 
indefinite leave. This officer vas a very typical Fascist - a 
bully and a braggart. Nothing pleased him more than to know that 
somebody was afraid of him, and, as our Director Ten.Ool.(I) 
Sabatini, was quite terrified of him, he naturally inspected the 
Hospital comparatively frequently. He bitterly opposed any 
suggestions for the improvement of the patients lot, but was 
full of restrictive devices to worry us, and make our lot even 
more irksome than it was. Suggestions about closing the shutters 
to prevent passage of air during the heat of a N. Italy summer, 
erecting extra barbed wire in windows looking out on to the 
exercise yard, and posting extra sentries in the middle of wards 
to keep patients awalzat night he could always be relied on to 
produce on each of his visits. His office started by sending 
verbal refusals to all my written requests for improvements. 
These were communicated to me by the Director, in an obviously 
terrified condition. 

When I refused to accept a verbal negative, and demanded the 
answers in writing, there was a great scene, and much shouting. 

However, my requests were at last forwarded to superior 
authority and, subsequently, most of them were granted. (See 
attached correspondence ref Interpreter (sent in Aug.) British 
Doctor and Orderlies etc.). 

His attitude throughout was "iou miserable dogs of prisoners, 
make you sit up". Not good for T.b. patients. 

2. Tenente Colonello (Medico) SA6A1INI, Giaccomo. Director of 
the—rgspital. A thoroughly weak and incompetent man, who had 
been a Fascist from very early days - to which fact he owed his 
position. He was terrified of losing,  this, and as his medical 
record was pretty bad, even for an Italian doctor, he felt he 
had to try to keep everyone on his side by giving way to their 
opinions, irrespective of any question of right or wrong. His 

Aft 
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opinions were, invariably, those of the person to whom he had last 
been talking. Being such a weak character, he had, naturally, 
considerable relief in bullying the prisoners under his charge. 
He was quite taken aback when British prisoners, who were only 
sent to the Hospital in Lay 1943, refused to be bullied in the same 
way as the Jugo Slays, Russians and 'reeks, and some most ludicrous 
scenes of frustrated temper followed my arrival in June. Although 
by himself this officer would probably have been a fairly kindly, 
though incompetent, director, yet he cannot get away from the 
accusation tsat it was his weakness, incompetence and timidity 
whien was chiefly reenonsible for the very bad state of organisation 
ad:Anistration and medical treatment in the hospital. As a result 
of these faults there was a most unnecessarily high death roll in 
this Hospital. 

3. Tenente (11:edico) ALLEVI, Vittorio. This man was the Anitante 
Lajjiore or Staff Officer of the Hospital and was, undoubtedly, 
the real evil genius of the place. He is a local doctor and an 
intriguer to an unimaginable extent. He kept a finger in every 
pie and was completely unmoral in his every outlook. He connived 
at the stealing of articles of food and clothing from the P.W. 
store which was in, his charge and himself snared in the proceeds 
of such robberies. He bitterly opposed every effort or suggestion 
for the amelioration of the lot of the patients, unless such 
suggestion came from himself. When such suggestion did, very rarely, 
come from himself, he attempted to make as nuch out of it as 
possible . as snowing himself a very good fellow and devoted to our 
welfare. 

The only such suggestion of his that ever bore fruit was 
detaining a hospital wardrobe from the Civil Hospital, to which 
our lilitary Hospital was joined, for officers to rut their clothes 
in: 

He opposed in every way the forwarding of letters to the 
Protecting Power, Red Cross or to his own superiors. Whenever the 
director was persuaded to grant any suggestion for ameliorating 
conditions, this officer would, sooner or later, talk him over 
and persuade him to reverse his decision . generally on the ground 
that it was bad for discipline. Tnere is ample proof available 
amongst the Jugo Slav prisoners present while I was at the Hospital, 
of pis dishonesty over the question of the contents of prisoners 
private parcels. In this matter he appeared to be in league with 
the senior Jug() Slav Officer, one Captain 6rankovie, who was also 
a very bad officer in every w:%:, and concerning whose conduct I had 
been requeFAcj. oy the other Jugo Slav Officers to forwsrd a retort 
to the Jugo Slav Governssent when I was repatriated. 

4. Sotto Tenente (;iersaglieri) GER:d. This officer is really 
on rather a different plane from the three previously submitted. 
A strong Fascist, he was really only of N.0.0. rank, and behaved 
accordinly. He was in control of the guards and of security and 
police measures. Although often unnecessarily offensive to 
officers, and quite unable to control his guards, he was, for an 
Italian, reasonably honest, and was often quite pleasant when 
taking officers out for walks, shopping etc. The only reason I 
have included him in this list is that, after the signing of the 
Armistice, and the occupation of the town by the Germans (total 
force 1 Offr., 9 O.Rs., for a town of 25,000 with an Inf. tin. 
in garrisons) he continued to serve on under them as gaoler and 
security officer, helping the V43hrmacht,. 

5,  Finally, and with regret, I must rerort that the conduct of the 
Sisters of the religious order, to whom the whole hospital, 

■ 
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Lilitary and Civil alike, belonged, was by no means above 
reproach. The food for both lots of patients was cooked under 
the direction of these women, and was served up to both hospitals 
under their control. As those of us who had been patients in 
Italian Hospitals under the control of the Church - i.e. the 
Lorighi Hospital at Piachenza - well knew, T.6. patients on the 
Italian Army scale, which were supposed to get, and for which we 
paid extra in Hospital stoppages, got a surprisingly generous 
food scale. At Treviglio, as we often saw when going into the 
civil part of the Hospital for X-ray examination at a time when 
meals were being served there, the civilian patients had 
surprisingly good and dainty food . far above the scale one could 
expact in a country at war. We T.J. patients on the other hand, 
got nothing but left-over scraps, made up into the inevitable stew. 
The Sisters also did not hesitate to issue the kit of patients 
who had died -• particularly the boots, to any Italian orderlies 
who wanted it. The sister in charge of the O.Rs. ward •. an 
immensely stout and strong peasant woman with a marked moustache, 
was the leader in all this, and did not hesitate to state she 
thought of any Italian before any of her patients. 

(Sgd) J. 	SAEERT 
Lt. Col., R.E. 
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PARTICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT,  

Report of Lieutenant Colonel J.M. Saegert, R.E. dated 
12th June 1944 sent from the Military Hospital, Liverpool 
Road, Chester (copy attached hereto). 

Major J.T. Redgate'q letter to the P.P., copied of 
which are said to have been enclo3ed with the said report 
of Lieutenant Colonel Saegert. (Copy of this letter is not 
attached hereto as it is not yet to hand). 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 	 2146 
(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 10  . 

responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence; 
(c) whether the case appears7to be reasonably complete.) • 

(A) With regard to responsibility, i.ajor Saegert's report raises 
a strong prima facie responsibility against all the accused. 

(ri) As possible defences — 

(i) The accused may of course challenge the facts. 

(ii) If the facts are proved, the superiors may blame their 
inferiors on the ground that they were in closer touch 
with the actual conditions and the inferiors may say 
that they should be exonerated because their superiors 
gave orders that the conditions were to prevail, or in 
any case countenanced them. 

(C) As to whether the case is complete, although Colonel Saegert's 
report presents a very serious picture it is eneral in its 
terms. Major Redgate's letter has not up to tie present reached 
the writer hereof. It may contain details. Colonel Saegert will 
be asked for details; also Major Redgate; and in particular to 
give the names of any officers or men in charge at the hospital 
at Treviglio, or admitted as patients, who could be more specific 
in their charges. 

The hospital records will identify all the accused. Dr. 
Allevi — described as the evil genius of the place — should be 
easily traceable for he is said to be the local Doctor. 

Although further evidence is, as stated, desirable, there 
is already a good prima facie case. 





(tr. 
rk „:„.. 

81••••■•■ 

01 

-min wrens, micv,:nivnut3nerfro7csrar: vrAveRmsainewriwwwarammarmaranicienancenanaernamordiountsinompricr, wox-isralmr,  var.,  • DC'. 	 ow: WIIIMPLW9M11/2431.r.t...?=01•164CCOfftrilf3TS•if 



7se/omints-4, 

214/ 

I. CIN.CATSZBRA t 
 
Vittc,10, 

ol . adj.  akett,tks1 nx4 (4". 	 C-Ufit_TiER1,  
3. 0/1--iccA 	clugotqe 

Sul(44Atiba 

S , us-  14 1 11r.RDq'- ,--Tr?-_Tris 
3‘ (4 C 



IN TIT LATTER or' :- 
	 214ti 

The murder of K.W.S. ADAMS 29557 of the New Zealand 
Force at Camp P.G. 57 at Udine-Gruppignano on 6th 
July, 1943. 

AFFIDAVIT. 

I, ROBERT GEORGE McDOWALL, 28343, Major, New Zealand 
Expeditionary Force, a clergyman of the Presbyterian Church, 
with a present address of Freyburg Wing, Folkestone, Kent, and 
with a permanent address of 134, Aemuera Road, Auckland, New 
Zealand, make oath and say as follows :- 

1. 	On the 28th November 1941, I was taken prisoner at Sidi 
Rezegh. From there I was taken to Benghazi where I stayed one 
week; then to Camp No.66 at Bari in Italy where I stayed some 
three and a half months; then to Camp No.35 at Padula where I 
stayed some four to five weeks: then to a Camp at Veano where I 
stayed from the 5th May 1942 to the 13th November 1e4: then to 
Oanp No.57 at Udine-&runpignano,•where I stayed from the 13th 
November 1942 uutil the Armistice of the 8th September, 2943. 
At the time of the Armistice I was taken prisoner by the Germans 
and wae taker to a Camp at Snittal. 

2. 	During the time that I wan at the said Caurp at Udine. 
Gruppignano I remember the case of the shooting on 8th July, 
1943, of K.W.S. Adams of the New Zealand Force. I knew Adams 
quite well; he was abnormally morbid, and oppressed by captivity. 
I and others kept an eye on him but his mind did not appear to 
be disturbed enough to warrant his being kept under guard. I 
cannot say if the doctors had seen him. 

The accident occurred at about 5.30 in the morning. I did 
not see the accident. I did not hoar the shots as Adams's 
quarters were some quarter of a mile from no. Prisoners of war 
came to me in my but to rouse the doctor who was sleeping near 
me, and thoy wakened me and I went with the Doctor. The said 
Adams was dead when I got there. He had been shot in three 
places, one in each side and one in the head entering through 
tee cheek. I wa:i told by men who were quartered in Adams's but 
(I cannot now remember their names, ranks or units) trit they 
knew that Adams had gone out on the morning in queetion they 
thought to the lavatory): that there were two shots: and they 
looked out through the window and saw that arparently neither 
of the said two shots had taken effect because Adams was climb-
ing the wire. They said. that they thought the two shots had 
been warning shots. They told me that they then saw Adams hAt, 
the sentry firing at him from, close quarters to kill. 

SWORN at Folkeetone in the County) 
of Kent this 23rd day of July 	) 	R.G. MoDMALL 
1945 	 ) 

before me, 

ARTHUR ATiaNSON 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 
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Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

Colonel CALCATERRA, Vittorio, (Carabinieri), 
Camp Commandant 

Captain GUALTIERI, Enrico, (Infantry), Adjutant 

(2) Adjutant or Secbnd in Command at Camp - rossibly 

(3) Officer in charge of Guards) Names, ranks and units 

(4) Sentry who fired shot 	at present unknown. 
) 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

July 8th, 1943. 

Cam) P.G.57 at Udine/Grurrignano 

No.i. 	:..urder 
No.xxix Ill.treatment of prisoners of war. 

Breaches of Articles 2, 46 and 54 of the Geneva 
Convention, 1929 relative to the treatment of  
prisoners of war. 

Under English Law:mr 

---- (.1)----.Murder; 	subject --tcy-  rOEIrri bility..of re'_tuction to 
(2)  1,anslaughter.  

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

(For. the  Use of the Secretariat)  

Registered Number. 
2150 

Date of receipt in Secretariat. 
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UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 
13::.L TED Kii.Lill01.. 	CHARGES AGAINST 

 

I TAI 1A 	WAR CRIMINALS 

 

CHARGE No.  UK - 1/4.) fr. 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

Accused No.4 was a sentry on duty at Camp P.0.57 at Udine/ 
Uruppignano, a Prisoners of War Camp in Italy, and on July 8th-;  
1n43, killed by shooting K.T.S. Adams, No. 29,F57 New Zealand 
forces (rank and unit at present unknown), then a British 
Prisoner of Var. 

TRANSM ITTED BY 

• Insert serial number under which the case is registered in the files of the Natioaal Office of the accusing State. 

(06352) wt.P.15o:, 	II 1:1 I 5110 	1 44 .A.& E. \ 	.Lt !. 	Cp.685 
(26921) Wt.P.Itil7 I'. i 139 5,060 	3 44 
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PARTICULARS OF ALLEGED CRIAIE 2151 • 

 

At 5.30 a.m. on July 0th, 1943, at Camp P.G.57, Udine/ 
‘iruppignano, Kenneth William Stewart ADALS, No.29,557, New 
Zealand eorces, was seen trying repeatedly to climb over the 
wire enclosure, at the very point where the Accused No.4 
was stationed. 

Accused No.4 warned Adams more than once, but Adams 
continued his attempts. 

Accused No.4 then discharged his gun., fatally wounding 
Adams, Who was hit in the throat and arms. He died immediately. 

Adams was dressed only in pyjamas and shoes. 

(Continued ffum Page 4) 

Completeness of Case. There is a strong prima facie case. Strengthened 
by the attitude of the Italian eoreign Office. But further 
enquiry is desirable, particularly as to the mental state of 
the victim. Isis fellow prisoners, if traced, may speak as to 
this, as may the Camp Records. There may have been an 
official enquiry into the incident. Camp Leaders who reported 
to the Protecting Power may yet be traced (Lajor Lacdowall is 
unfortunately dead). Any actual eyewitness among the rriooners 
may establish the proximity of the sentry to the victim. 

Enquiry is being made on these points, to confirm the 
• identity of Accused No.2, and to establish the identity of 
.Accused Nos. 3 and .4. Liut the Camp is still in Uerman hands, 
and apart from repatriated, escaped or transferred prisoners 
little information is likely to be obtained until that area 
is liberated. 
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Copy. (K.W. 1A/29) 

Camp No. 57 GRUPPIGNANO 

Report by Protecting Power on visit August 24th 1943. 

Camp Commander Colonel CalcetIrra, Camp Leaders 
W.O. Beecroft 
I. Sector Sgt. Major Wilson 
II. " Smith 

Section 	Complaints (Extract) 

Major MaoDowell to whom we spoke without the presence of 
witnesses, submitted some facts which Sergeant Beecroft had 
also reported: 

(1) Shooting of K. ADAMS, 29557 

At 5.30 a.m. on July 8, 1943, Adams tried to climb 
repeatedly over the wire enclosure at the very place 
where the sentry stands. When, after being warned by 
the sentry, Adams again tried to climb over the fence, 
the sentry discharged his gun and fatally wounded Adams 
in the head and the left and right arm. MoDowell believes 
that Adams attempted to escape in a fit of mental disorder 
as he wore only a pyjama and shoes. 

(2) Shooting of dorp. E. 6/MONS, VX 1992 
Charge UI:.//12. 	The two inmates of the camp, Pte. J. KNIGHT, VX 33899, 

(34. and Corp. K. Mc/NNES, TX 643, were also heard on this 
case. They made the following statement: 

Corp. E. SIMONS, VX 1992, was watching a game of 
cricket and holding a bottle in his hand when he called 
a oarbineer from the other side of the field. When the 
carbineer approached him, he took the bottle, threw it 
away and ordered Simons into arrest. The latter jumped 
up from the ground but the two above mentioned witnesses 
took hold of him. At this moment the carbineer shot at 
Simons who died after twenty minutes. 
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(K.w. 24/19). 

Translation. 

No. 790/1B0S4/577. 

¶OR VDU' 1 

The Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs have the 
honour to inform the swiss Legation that the New Zealand 
prisoners of war Adams Kenneth William Stewart, son of 
Alexander and Matilda (nee Hance) Stewart, registered No. 
29,557, born on March 31, 1912, at Morrinaville, bachelor, 
painter, resident at Box 1, Walton, Waikato, New Zealand, 
of Camp No. 57, was killed by a sentry on July 8 last 
during an attempt at escape. 

It appears that the sentry fired after having established 
that the prisoner, in spite of the warnings given to him, 
failed to desist from his attempt to escape. 

No responsibility can be attributed to the aforementioned 
sentry, who acted in obedience to orders received. 

Rome, 

August 27, 1943. 
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Oopy. 

(K.w. 24/18) 

B. 52 Gbr. (18) 23/36 SIT:WART. RO/cw. 

Le Departement Politiqus fecl;ral, Division des Interets 
strangers, a l'honneur de faire tenir sous ce pli a la legation 
de Sa Maleste Britannique copie d'une note verbale No. 
30/18964/57 etablie le 27 aout 1943 par is Ministers italien des 
Affaireo etrangereo, ooncernant la mort violente du prisonnier 
de guerre neo.zelan dais ADAMS Kenneth William Stewart eurcenue 
au sours d'une tentative d'evanion. 

Le Legation de Suisse it Rome en tranamettant ce document 
precise que d'apres leo rensoignements qu'a pu obtenir tree 
recommont un de ses representants du Ohapelain Mac Dowell 
interne au camp No.57, is prisonnier de guerre Adams Stewart, is 
n juillet 1943 a 5.30 h.du matin, chercha a franchir lea file de 
Per barbeles quibordant is campet fut somme par la sentinelle 
de reculer. Malgre cette eommation is prisonnier continua dans 
sa tentative d' evasions et fut atteint par un coup /de feu qui is 
blesses a la gorse et aux deux bras; it mourut immediatement. 
Lore de cet incident, le prisonnier de guerre Adams Stewart etait 
vetu d'un pyjama seulementet le Major Mac Dowell suppose que 
cet interne a agi dans un moment de desiquilibre mental. 

Berne, is 8 Septembre 1943 

Annexe: 1 note verbale. 
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Copy 

(K. v. 24/1n) 

No. 7218 

XY1/437/43 

His Majesty's !1inister at Berne presents his 
compliments to His Majesty's Principal Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs and has the honour to transmit 
to him the under—mentioned documents. 

Britiah Legation, 
Berne. 	 10th September, 1943. 

Reference to previous correspondence: 

Berne telegram 4297 of 10.9.43. 

Description of 7nclosure 

Name and Date 

From: F.P.D. 

Subject 

British Interests: 

Date: nth September, 1943. Violent death of prisoner of 
war K.W.S. Adams, while 
attempting to escape from 
Camp 57 in Italy. 
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PARTICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT 
	2156 

1. RHPORT 	Reference K.T. 1(3/2,9, Carm No.57 Grunnir;rano 

Report by the Protecting Power on visit to the Carr 
on August 24th, 1,143, when Lnjor Vaciowall (since then the 
victim, in Charge UK - I/B 	rr=rortel. the facts set out in 
the Particulars of Alleged Crime. :le was surnorted by 
Sergeant Beecroft, a Camp Leader (Number and unit at 
present unknown). LacDowall supposed that Adams attempted 
to escape in a fit of mental disorder, in view of his 
clothing and the place of the attempt. 

2. L.FLORANDUL  - ( Translation) - Reference 	24/11, No.30/ 
1;1064/577. 

Lemorandum of Italian Einistry of Foreign Affairs 
on incident. This states that Accused No.4 fired after 
establishing that Adams, in snite of the warning -iven to 
him, failed to desist from his attempts to escape; and that 
no responsibility can be attributed to Accused No.4, who 
acted'in obedience to orders received. 

LELORANDUL  . Reference K.T. 24/18. R. 
	Gbr. (12) 23/36 

STITURT, RC/cw. 

L‘emorandum from the Protecting Power, who had taken 
up the incident as a result of No.1 above. This repeats the 
facts stated in No.1. 

4. ....E..,ORAEDUL - Reference K.V. 24/18 No. 7216. XXI/477/47. 

Lemorandum from His Lnjestyts Einister at Berne, 
transmitting conies 02 the above three documents to His 
1,Aajesty's Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs. 

Conies of these four documents attached. 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 	2157 

(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence ; 
(c) whether the case appears"to be reasonably complete.) 

If the facts alleged are established, the shooting of Adams 
constitutes r.ar Crime No.(i), 1..urder, or alternatively No.(xxix), 
I11., treatment of a Prisoner of War, 

Article 2 of the .ieneva Convention, 1929, enacts that 
prisoners of war should be humanely treated and protected, and . 
that measures of reprisal against them are forbidden. Article 
46 prohibits (inter alia) all forms of cruelty whatsoever. 
Article 54 enacts that imprisonment is tae most severe punishment 
which may be inflicted on a prisoner of war, 

Responsibility. As regards responsibility, that of Accused No.4 would 
be direct, and as regards Accused Nos. 1, 2 and 3, they would be 
prima facie responsible for the conduct of the Camp, and the 
rubs prevailing there, and the enforcement thereof. Compare also 
Charge UK - 1/i 14, ■4eneral Charge against this Camp. Commission's 
reference: 1EVUK/It/14. 

It appears from the Memorandum from the Italian Linistry of 
foreign Affairs that the rule in the Camp was that a sentry was 
to shoot (arid presumably to kill) if a prisoner of war attempted 
to escape, or at least after he had been challenged and had not 
desisted. This cannot be justified, as no more force than is 
reasonably necessary to prevent escape is permissible. ,Adams was 
still within the wire of the Camp, and it was quite unnecessary 
to fire at all. Accused No.4 could have advanced uron him with 
his oayon(A, summoned assistance, or, if persuaded. that Adams was 
getting clear, fired low to bring him down. 

The +iermans have accepted the principle . see k.ierman 
LeTnoaandum R.20,640 dated August 24th, 1942 referred to in Charge 
UK - 46 1: Commission's lieference, 32/UK/41. The Lemorandum 
says "the firing of a shot represents the last means of violence, 
which may not be used until there is actually no longer any other 
way out". The implication recognises the distinction in English 
Lay between Justifiable Homicide and 1,urder, or :ianslaughter, 
should circumstances justify a finding of the lesser charge. 

Defences. As regards probable defences, the facts will not be in 
dispute, so it appears, to the extent that at the time stated 
repeated attempts were made to climb the wire; a challenge or 
challenges were made by the sentry; ignored by the victim; and 
the latter was then shot by the sentry nt what must have been 
very snort range: in view of the nature of the wounds. 

The obvious defence of Accused No.4 is tnat he acted in 
strict obedience to the orders of his superiors (see Lemorandum 
from Italian foreign Office). Nevertheless, there is no excuse 
for shooting tc kill at such short range - he could have 
prevented escape by shooting low, if shooting was necessary at all. 
koreover, discretion is necessary . the victim's actions, nethods 
and clothing should nave suggested rental disorder to a man of 
normal intelligence, e.g. proximity to sentry's station. 

Accused Nos.1, 2 and 3 are all likely to claim that the 
action of Accused No.4 was justifiable under the ci-as*Ltmstances, 
and that he had direct orders so to act on such circumstances 
arising. Tais will raise a clear issue whether or not the sentry 
in so acting was only doing what- was justifiable. 

(Continueo on Page 2). 
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Our Ref. 	I/B 64. 
U.N.V..C.C. Ref. 789/UK/It/55. 

ADD L NDU  

IN 1,11_, 1,,A1TER Or' 

The murder of Corporal Edward Simons at Camp P.G.57 
at Udinebiouppignano on 20th Lay 1943. 

eUR1IILR PARTICULARS Oe EVIDNCE IN SUPPORT 

5. Affidavit of Lajor R.u. LcDowall, sworn 23rd July 1945. 

FURI,-,ILR NOTE ON CASE 

The Affidavit of Lajor LcDowall identifies the Accused No.4 

as — LARIANLLO. 

It is submitted that the classification of the Accused No.4 

be varied to "A". 



IN THE LATTER OF 

The murder of Corporal Edward Simons WX.1982 
Australian Unit at present unknown, by a 
Oarabinieri at Camp F.G.57 at Udine.Gruppignano 
on 20th Lay, 1943. 

I, ROBERT GEORGE MoDOWALL, 26343, Major, New Zealand 
Expeditionary Force, a clergyman of the Presbyterian Church, 
with a present address of Freyburg Wing, Folkestone, Kent, and 
with a permanent address of 134 Remuera Road, Auckland, New 
Zealand, make oath and say as follows 

1. On the 28th November 1941 I was taken prisoner at Sidi 
Rezegh. From there I was taken to Benghazi where I stayed one 
week: then to Camp No.66 at Bari in Italy where I stayed some 
three and a half months: then to Camp Nc.35 at Padula where I 
stayed some four to five weeks: then to a Camp at Veano where 
I stayed from the 5th May 1942 co the 13th November 1942: then 
to Camp No.57 at Udine.Gruppignano where I stayed from the 13th 
November 1942 until the Armistice of the 8th September 1943. 
At the time of the Armistice I waa taken prisoner by the Germane 
and was taken to a Camp at Spittal. 

2. During my stay at the said Camp at Udine.Gruppignano I 
remember the case of the murder of Corporal Edward Simons by 
shooting by a carabinieri at the said. Camas_ on the 20th Kay 1943. 
I did not see the said shooting but I saw the snid Simons 
directly after he had been hit. He has been hit near the heart 
by an explosive bullet and he was dying rapidly. Captain Levings 
of the Australian Medical Corps attended him. I heard what 
happened from many of the men who were present at the time, and 
all their stories tallied. A cricket match was in progress at 
which at least 200 prisoners of war were looking on. A Carabin-
ieri named Marianello walked through the centre of tho cricket 
pitch . a needless and offensive thing to do; it held up the 
game. The said Simons, who was one of the spectators, had had 
a birthday party and had had sufficient beer to make him some. 
what talkative and silly. He had a bottle in his hand. He 
shouted to Marianello "Get off the pitch you bastard". The said 
Marianello came straight back, seized the said bottle of beer, 
threw it on the ground, and told Simons to come with him to gaol. 
Simons in a half drunken way sail "You are not going to get me". 
Two of his friends took him by one arr. each and told the sentry 
that they would bring him to gaol. One of the said friends, so 
I was told, was Sgt. Noble, who was an Australian. I believe 
his initials were "M.A.". The said Marianello made no reply but 
lifted his rifle and shot Simone dead. All my informants were 
quite clear that the said Simons did not use any core aggressive 
language than what has already been stated, nor did he adopt any 
aggressive attitude. They 4neisted that his friends were taking 
him off knowing that he was half drunk. 

SWORN at Folkestone in the County) 
of Kent this 23rd day of July 	 R.G. McDOWALL 
1945. 

Before me, 
ARTHUR ATKINSON 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 

41. 



The murder of. Corporal idward 
Simone WX 1982 Australian Unit 
at present unknown, by a 
Carabinieri at Camp P.G.75 at 
Udina/Gruppignano on 20th 
1246 

AFFIDAVIT 

. of - 

jor R.G. ineDV.ALL 

Tau; TRJ1;A:302Y SuLICITU2.. 



Ill.treatment of prisoners of war No.xxix 

(For the Use of the Secretarial)  

Registered Number. 

• 

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 

CHARGES AGAINST L̀ M- WAR CRIMINALS 

CHARGE No.  U — 1/d '34  * 

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

(1) Colonel OALOAT7RRA, Vittorio (Oarabinieri) 
Camp Commandant 

) Adjutant of Sccond in Command at dnirr (roslibly 
Captain GUALTI 	Snrico, (Infantry) A.J,Jutant). 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

Lay 20th, 1943-. 

Carr P.G.57 at Udine Grurpignano 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

No. i 	Lurder 

Und er Trnfjish Law:— 
(1) ;_lect to ro3sibil ity of reduction to 

(2)  

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

Accused No.4 was a guard on duty at 	P.G.57 at 
Udinek.iruppignano, a 1)(xisloners of War C. 	in Itnly, an on 
Lay 20th 1043, killed by shootinr, Crl. 	SILIONS, 
No. V:X.1982 Australian 2orcea,-(Unit at pint unknown), 
then a Jritish prisoner of war. 

TRANSM ITTED BY 	  

• Insert serial number under which the case is registered in the files of the National Office of the accusing State. 

‘‘1.1'.1:46 

 

(263521 in 500 1'44 A.& F.W.Lt 1. 	cp.68s 
(26924) %% 1.1'. 1.7.1; 5,000 3 14 

2162 
Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

Breaches of Articles 2, 4(3 and 54 of the Geneva 
Convention 19f19 	. 

1)  Officer in charge of, Guard 

(4)  Guar-1 (Carnbirieri) vho 
fired shot 

Names, rank!,. nr1 
units at present 

Unknown 
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1).-11:TICITARS OF ALLEGED CI IAIL 

 

1. 	ir. 	afternoon or t,%.1in6 of Lay : ^th 1347,, 
Udinepi'urn:bino, Corporal L.; 

110.1..198`.. Australian eorces (unit at present unknown) 
was in company with otaer prisoners watching a gInc, of 
crickut. Ze had a bottle in his hand. 

P. According to his companions, he called Accused ro.4 
from tn.e other side of the field; Accused No.4 approached 
Simons, took the bottle and threw it away, and ordered 
Simons into arrest. Simons jumped up from the ground, but 
two companions, Knight and :,cInnes, took hold of him. At 
that moment Accused No.4 shot Simons, who died after PO 
minutes. 

3. According to the Italian Foreign Office, Simons 
hurled the bottle' at Accused No.4, who had reproved him 
for irregular conduct. Tao bottle missed, and Sin.ons then 
threw himself on Accu3ed No.4, who fired a rifle shot and 
killed him. 

(Continued from Pa6e 4) 

Enquiry is being made, to confiri the identity of 
Accused No.2, to establish tae identity of Accused Nos. 3 and 
4, :-nd to trace any prisoners who saw the incident. 13ut the 
Camp is still in Lerman hands, and apart from repatriated, 
escaped or transferred prisoners, little information is likely 
to be obtained until that area is liberated. 



Oopy. (K. fir.  18/29) 

Camp No. 57 GRUPPIGNANO 

Report by Protecting Power on visit August 24th 1943. 

Camp Commander Colonel Calceterra, Camp Leaders 
W.O. Beeoroft 
I. Seotor Sgt. Major Wilson 

II. O 	
" Smith 

Section -_1( Complaints (Extract) 

Major MacDowell to whom we spoke without the presence of 
witnesses, submitted some facts which Sergeant Beeoroft had 
also reported: 

(1) Shooting of K. ADAMS, 29557 

At 5.30 a.m. on July 8, 1943, Adams tried to climb 
repeatedly over the wire enclosure at the very place 
where the sentry stands. When, after being warned by 
the sentry, Adams again tried to climb over the fence, 
the sentry discharged his gun and fatally wounded Adams 
in the head and the left and right arm. McDowell believes 
that Adams attempted to escape in a fit of mental disorder 
as he wore only a pyjama and shoes. 

(2) Shooting of dorp. E. DIMONS, VX 1992 
Charge u;:.-1/13. The two inmates of the camp, Pte. J. KNIGHT, VX 33899, 

6'7. and Corp. K. McINNES, TX 843, were also heard on this 
case. They made the following statement: 

Corp. E. SIMONS, VX 1992, was watohing a game of 
cricket and holding a bottle in his hand when he called 
a carbineer from the other side of the field. When the 
carbineer approached him, he took the bottle, threw it 
away and ordered Simons into arrest. The latter jumped 
up from the ground but the two above mentioned witnesses 
took hold of him. At this moment the oarbineer shot at 
Simons who died after twenty minutes. 



No. 30/14047/104. 

Translation. 

MEMORANDUM 

The Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs have the 
honour to inform the Swiss Legati_on, for ,favour of communica-
tion to the British Government, that on the evening of 20th 
May last the Australian prisoner of war Corporal Eclward Simons, 
son of Fred Simons and 71enor mudowood, regintration No.TX 1992 
born on let May, 1902, at Melbourne, and interned in Camp No. 
57, hurled a bottle at a oarabineer who had reproved him for 
irregular conduct. 

As the bottle did not hit its mark, the prisoner of war 
F. Simons threw himself at the carabineer and attempted to 
disarm him. The latter then fired a rifle shot and killed 
Simons. Further particulars will be communicated as soon as 
possible. 

Rome. 
22nd July, 1943. 
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OOPIE 

(K. w. 24/18) 

B. 24. Aus. (18)3-Simons-PC/Os. 

Le Departement Politique federal, Division den 
/nterets etranvers, a lthonneur de faire tenir soup 
ce pli a la Legation de Sa Majeste Britannique oopie 
de la note verbale No. 30/14047/394 etablie,le 22 juin 

e 1943 par le Ministere italien des Affaires trangeres. 

Ainsi que le Legation de sa majeste pourra le 
constater, ce document donne des precisions our les 
oirconstances entourant la mort du prisonnier de guerre 
'!dward simons. 

Berne, le 2 juillet 1143. 

Annexe: copies de note verbale (2) 

A la Legation de Sa Majeste Britannique 

Berne. 
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( K.17. 24/18) 

No. 510A 

XXI/27(1/43. 

His Majesty's Minister at Berne presents his compliments 
to His Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs and has the honour to transmit to him the under-
mentioned documents. 

British Legation 

Berne 	 3rd July, 1043 

Reference to previous correspondence: 

Berne telegram 3214 of 3.7.4 

Description of Enclosure 

Name and Date 	 Subject 

From: F.P.O. 	 British Interests: 

Date: 2nd July, 1943 	Circumstances of death of corporal 
Edgard Simons at Camp No.56, ITALY 
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PARTICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN suPpoRT 
216 

1. REPORT . Reference 	lnp9. 	 :'''Prignano 

Ilerort of Protectirc" Power or visit to Camr on August 
24th 1043, when Ljor LacDowall (since the victim in Charge 
UK,. 1/6 GO) reported the facts stated in paragranh8 1 and 2 
of the Particulars of Alleged Crime above, and was surporteti 
by Sergeant. Beecroft, a Camp Leader (Number and unit at 
present unknown). These were supported by two rrisonors, 
Private J. Knight, 7X 33899, and Cpl. K. 1:cInnes, TX. G47 
(Units at present unknown). 

2. LILLOItANDUL: . Reference 30/14047/304. 

memorandum (Translation) of Italian Linistry of Foreirm 
Affairs reporting the facto set out in paragraph 7 of the 
Particulars of Alleged Crime above, and that further particulars 
would be communicated as soon as possible. No such particulars 
have been received. 

3• tELORANDMI -- Reference K.V. 24/19 . L.24.Aus.(18 3 - 
Simons — RC/Oa. 

• memorandum from the Protecting Power, who had taken up 
the incident as a result of No.1 above, and enclosing 110.2 
above. 

4. MELORANDUL . Reference K.V. 24/19 — No. 5108 — 71/271/47. 

remoranium from His kajesty's -Einister at Berne to His 
Lajestyls Secretary of State for Yoreign Affairs enclosing 
copies of above documents. 

Conies of these documents attached. 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 	 2164  

(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree c 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence 
(c) whether the case appears' to be reasonably complete.) 

If the facts alleged dre established, the shooting of 
Simons constitutes V:ar Grime No.i, LA1rder, or alternatively 
No. xxix, Ill-treatment of a prisoner of war. 

Article 2 of the Lieneva Convention, 1929, enacts that 
prisoners of war should be humanely treated and protected, and 
that measures of reprisal against them are forbidden. Article 
46 prohibits (inter alia) all forms of cruelty whatsoever. 
Article 54 enacts thatsimprisonment is the most severe punish. 
ment which may'be inflicted on a prisoner of war. 

Responsibility. The resronsibility of AccUsed 11o.4 would be direct, 
and Accused . Nos. 1, 2 and . 3 'would be prima facie responsible 
for the oonduct of the Camp, the rules prevailing there and the 
enforcement thereof. 

It app ears from the 1-emorandum of the Italian Foregn 
Office that. tae rule in the Cnmp was for a guard to shoot (and 
presumably to kill) on the threat of violence. This cannot be 
justified as no more force 'than is reasonably necessary should 
be used, and, even on the facts alleged by the Italian Foreign 
Office, AccUsed No.4 could have fired to bring Simons down and • 
not to kill. On the facts allec,ed by Simon's comranions there 
is less justi:ication still as they were holding him. 

i?or Lierman view whioh suprorts the foregoing submission, 
see UK - ■i/Li 1, Commission's Reference 32/UK/G/1, quoted in 
the last case (UK . 	63), under heading "Notes on the Case, 
Responsibility, third (un-numbered) paragraph. 

Defences. Accused NO.4 will doubtless plead self-defence, and that he 
suffered provocation. Simons does appear to have been unruly, 
and may have been drunk. 

Accused Nos.', 2 and 3 will doubtless read that if the 
action of Accused No.4 was justifiable, nc blame can be placed 
on. them; and if it was unjustifiable, it was in excess of his 
orders, and they were not responsible. But the facts of Charge 
UN . 	33 (Adams) may lend weight to the belief that shooting 
to kill was a rule of the Camp. 	discretion should even 
so be exercised, and an attack by an unarmed man would not 
justify killing. 

Completeness of Case.  4:here is a strong prima facie case on the 
documents set out in the Particulars of Evidence, and the fact 
of the shooting is admitted. But there 	a definite conflict 
of evidence as to- the circumstances, and the order of the events, 
and further evidence is required to rebut the probable plea of 
self-defence. It will be important to find out the exact facts 
and their order, and whether Accused No.4 Was so put in bodily 
fear as to be justified in shooting. 

The two fellow prisoners, if they can be traced, and any 
other eye.witnesses may be able to speak on these points. 
i.acLowall is unfortunately dead. There may have been an 
official enquiry, and the camp records may throw further 	-ht.  

(Continued on Page 2). 
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Our Reference:. UK . I/b 59. 
U.N.A.C.C. Ref; Del/Wit/5e. 

ADDENDU 

IN 	kATTER OF :. 

The murder of Sapper GROGAN at Camp No.75 at Bari 
cu the 16th July 1942. 

ADDITIONAL PARTICULARS cm' EVIDENCE IE SUPPORT. 

O. Affidavit of Cpl. E.H. Cuthbertsoa;  sworn lnt August 1945. 

7. Report (Translation) Ref. 3766, dated 16th July 1942 

Copies of these documents are attached. 

ADDITIONAL NOTES OE ME CA:;E. 

The Affidavit of Opl. Cuthbertson confirms that Grogan was 
ill, and that he had no 2outwear or kit with him when shot. 

Ibe report of the Italian Camp Commandant ChOFALO (else. 
where also referred to as OR0i0L0) shows clearly: 

(1) There was an Order by the previous Cor:Irandant, ARkELLINI, 
w;iich anticipates the use of firearrs by sentries on 
occa2ions other 1-J1-Ian attempted escapeor 

(2) The victim ran towards the centre of the Camp — it was, at 
the time of the shot, impossible to maintain that Grogan 
was attempting escape, and that there was no means other 
than shooting to bring him down. 

(3) Tho sentry is now identified as Filippo CASULLO, and had 
orders to fire which are backed by SOkl.AVILLA, his Officer. 

( ) The statements of rsUCK and GRANT confirm the victies 
illness. 

It 1,s submitted that the List of Accused in this Charge 
should be amended to read :— 

I. Lt. oca. ohoeALo or OROr'OLO. Camp commandant. 

2. 7.41alor Al;.ELLAiI, Camp Commandant prior to Accused No.1. • 
3. Captair '01.11.AVILLA, Officer of the Guard. 

4. Private Flippo CASULLO, Guard who fired the shot. 

It win also be noted that the incident occurred on the night 
of 15th/leth July 1942. 

Armellini is included as the author of the harsh order 
permitting shooting. 

It is submitted all the Accused might be classified "A". 
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IN THE MATTER OF : 

The murder of Sapper Grogan at Carp No. 75 
at Bari on the 17th July 1942 

LILILLPLY / T 

I, EDWARD HAROLD OUTHBERTSON, (Official Number 0160122), 
Corporal, No. 7 Training Battalion, R.7. now at "D" Company, 
No. 7 Training Battalion, R.7., Kitchener Barraoks, Chatham, 
Kent, and with a permanent address at Coppins Cottage, Heath 
Road, Bradfield, nr. Manningtree, 7ssex, make Oath and say as 
follows :a. 

1. On the 22nd June 1942 I was taken prisoner of war at Tobruk, 
Libya. From there I was sent to Camps at Derna and Benghazi in 
North Africa, and then was shipped to Italy to Camp No.75 at 
Bari where I stayed for about 10 days: and then was sent on to 
Camp No. 54 at Fara in Sabina'where I stayed from about the end 
of July 1942 until the 11th September 1943. 

2. -I remember well the case of the murder of Sapper "rogan on • 
the 17th July 1942. The said Grogan was an intimate friend of 
mine; we had travelled all the way together since being taken 
prisoners; he slept next to me in our tent. On that night all 
our tent went next door to a singrsong, but the said Grogan 
said he was ill and would stay in his bed. When we got back 
about 10 p.m. he was not there. The rest of us laid down and 
went to sleep. I heard some commotion in the night but took 
no notice. In the morning we awoke and found that the said 
Grogan was still absent but his boots and socks and other kit 
were still there so he must have gone out in his desert gear 
(which was all we had) and nothing on his feet. He probably 
went out for some fresh air. There was a rule against going 
out of tents after lights out except down one path to the 
latrines. The said Grogan was not found (I believe) on that 
path. I heard this from men in their tents just by where the 
said Grogan was shot who ran out of their tents to see what 
had happened when they heard the shot fired. 	They told me 
they heard the challenge by the sentry and where the said 
Grogan was found. 

SWORN at Rochester in the 
County of Kent the let day) 
	

E.H. OUTHBERTa0N. 
of August 1945 

before me, 
NOEL BOUCTIgR. 

A Commiosionor for Oaths. 
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TRANSLATION 	APPENDIX  "A“ 

From: Hq 75 Disinfestation and Rft Camp REF: 3766 
To: 	BARI Lilitary Area HQ. 	 Date: 18/7/42 (XX) 

SUBJECT: DEATH OF POW. PTE. GROGAN PATRICK 

Pte CASULLO Filipo di Giuseppe, class 1909, was, from 2300 
hours to 0100 hours today, carrying out guard duties on a stack 
of 60 qtls of hay which had been drawn for the bedding of 1994 
POWs who had just arrived at the camp, with instructions to 
prevent POWs approaching the stack in order to take some of it 
away to implement that already issued for bedding, and to 
prevent any likelihood of fire which said POWs might cause. 

A few minutes before 0100 hours today, the sentry heard 
sounds in the immediate vicinity of the stack and saw a human 
shadow projecting beyond the shadow of the stack. 

On being challenged, "Who goes there", the POW, whose 
figure was now clearly visible in view of the proximity cf one 
of the Camp lights, instead of halting, ran away with the 
intention of hiding himself among the tents of the encampment. 

The sentry, seeing that his cry of "Halt" was in vain, 
fired a shot from his rifle which struck the said prisoner in 
the cardiac ref ion causing practically instantaneous death. 

The pre6ence of the prisoner in the place in which the 
incident occurred, was unjustified, as he was about 200 metres 
away from his tent, in contravention of orders which forbid 
POWs to circulate in the Oamp at night. Nor is it admissible 
that the POW may have been going to look for latrines or water, 
since these are situated in the area of the tent which the POW 
ocoupied, while no such conveniences, or any others, are 
installed in the area in which the incident occurred. 

It is difficult to guess at the prisoner's intentions; it 
is certain that his bearing and presence at that time and at 
that place gave rise to grave suspicion on the part of thesentry. 

The guard commander and Orderly Serjeant proceeded to the 
spot immediately and promptly notified the Picquet Officer and 
the Camp kedical Officer; the latter verified that the prisoner 
was dead and arranged for the transport of the corpse to the 
nearest Guard Room. 

Another examination to verify the death of the prisoner 
was made by an English Liedical Officer, Major LL Alexander. 

In view of the above I consider that no blame can be 
attached to the sentry who scrupulously carried out his duty, 
since his instructions were to allow nobody to approach the 
straw and in the case of a refusal to comply with his command 
of "Halt", to resort to the use of his arms against an 
attempting to get away. 

We enclose the report of the Guard Unit Oommanaer, the 
statements of the sentry and of two companions in the tent of 
the deceased who were unable to supply any relevant information 
to the incident. 

(Sgd) OROFALO, Lt. Col. 
Camp Commandant. 
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T R A N S L A T I O  N 	APPE:10IX"13". 

TO H. 75 POW CAMP 
	Date: 16/7/42 (XX) 

Subject: DEATH OF POW. GROGAN, PATRICK. 

At about 0100 hours on 16th July, Pte OASUTLO Filippo, whilst 
on guard duty on a straw dump at the entrance of the POW tent 
area saw a figure emerge from behind the straw stack and proceed 
towards him. 

Instead of stopping upon the commands "Who goes there" and 
"Halt" the prisoner ran away towards the centre of the tent area. 

The sentry, seeing that his challenge of "Halt" was in vain, 
fired a shot from his rifle, hitting the POW, who took a few stops 
and fell towards the entrance of an empty tent. 

The Picquet Officer, the Orderly Serjeant, the Post 
Commander, and the Camp Medical Officers, proceeded to the spot 
and verified the immediate death of the POW. 

The English Catholic Chaplain, G.W. FORST:1'R, and the English 
Medical Officer, Major L.L. ALEXANDER also made 7-n examination. 

The sentry obeyed his orders; the presence of the POW at that 
time was unjustified in that he was away from the ar ia of his 
platoon's tents, and it cannot be supposed that lic was looking for 
a latrine since one is situated in front of his tent, no latrines 
are situated in the place at which he was wounded. 

(Sgd) SOMMAVILLA, Capt. 

TRANSLATIO N 	APPENDIX  "C" 

STATEMENT. 

I, the undermentioned, states at about 0100 hours on the 
16th July I was on sentry duty on some straw at the entrance to 
the POW tent area when I saw a POW emerge from behind the straw 
stack. 

I promptly gave the challenge ."Who goes there" and "Halt", 
but instead of stopping he started running towards the tents. 

I fired a shot from my rifle which hit nim and after four 
or five steps he fell to the 'ground. 

C. DANIN, Cpl. 	 (Sgd) OASULLO FILIPPO, Pte. 

0. DANIN, Opl. 
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APPENDIX 411 1  

Name: SAPPER GROGAN, J.D. 187708/. 

STATELENT  13X LANCE CORPORAL BUCK  S.G. 1892679. 

I am the man who slept next to Sapper GROGAN, JD.1877087. 
On Wednesday the 15 July I noticed Sapper GROGAN was unwell and 
he complained of headache and periods of vomitting. He was 
unable to eat his evening meal, and also that he was in bed 
before dark, approximately at 2000 hours. 

During the night I awoke to go to the latrine and noticed 
Sapper GROGAN was missing from his bed. On returning after 
8 minutes I noticed that he had not returned when I awoke 
next morning Sapper GROGAN was still away. un the parade for 
coffee issue we were asked by the DCN 3 group if we knew Sapper 
GROGAN. I said "Yes" and was told to pack his kit. I collected 
the followings 1 blanket, 1 towel, 1 pair boots, 1 water bottle 
and I mess tin. This was taken to the Italian officer making 
the inquiry. It was then handed to the guard at the gate. 

(Sgd) S.G. BINL, L/Cpl. RE. 1892678 

APPENDIX "E". 

STATE  ENT by SCIT. GRANT 2070901.  

I am the NCO i/c of the tent in which SPR GROGAN 1877087 
was billetted. 

During the course of the day . Wednesday 16th July. 

I noticed Spr. GROGAN was sick, and he expressed the wish to 
me that he would report sick the following morning. 

When I returned to the tent at dusk I noticed SPR GROGAN 
was asleep in his bed. During the night I awoke and heard a 
considerable amount of shooting in the camp area. I distinctly 
heard the following shouts, "Let's have tivo (?) men here at 
once and hurry up for christ's sake". After this shooting there 
was silence. 

In the morning on the coffee issue I heard the SPR.GROGAN 
had been shot during the night. 

cgl. 	 (Sgd) R.A. GRANT 
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TRANSLATION 	APPENDIX "e". 

HQ, 75 Dist. and Rft Oamp. 

STANDING ORDERS 

RESTRICTED AREA. 

A strand of barbed wire is suspended about a metre and a half 
from the perimeter wire, on the inside of the camp. This marks 
the restricted, area and prisoners must not approach the perimeter 
wire beyond this point. 

The prisoners must not leave the billeting area for any 
reason during the night. 

Windows may be left open if the lights inside the huts are 
turned out. 

If the lights are on inside the huts windows and doors must 
be kept closed and blackout curtains on the windows must be 
closed. 

These orders must be strictly complied with by the prisoners 
in order that regrettable incidents may be avoided by not com-
pelling the sentries to resort to the use of arms. 

The senior prisoner of each but will explain these orders 
to the others and see that they are observed. 

He will be held responsible for any infringements. 

20 June 1942 (XX) 
(Sgd) ARMELLINI, Major 

Camp Commandant. 
0. DANIN Cpl. 
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UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 

 

	UNITED.. KINGDOW,  CHARGES AGAINST 	ITALIAN 

CHARGE No.IIK.I./B. 59 	* 

WAR CRIMINALS 

 

     

111_Captain_Sommavilla 	Camp  Commandant  ) 	  
.1.2)._Adjutant or  second in Command at OaRp 	

)). Names, 

-(3) 	Officer. .in charge of 	the .guard.on' 
	night 	of 	16th/17th July 	1.942 	

the ) ranks 0,07d 
- 	)  
) 

44) 	The guard or sentry who fired the 	1. pre.sent. ..... 

	Allot 	1. unknown._ 

)  

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

About 17th July 1942 at Camp 	P.G.75,  Bari.  

No.i  —  Murder 	  
Noexxii  Ill.treatment of Prisoners of War.  

Breaches of Artioles 2, 46 and 54 of the Geneva 
Convention. 1929 	relative to the treatment of  
Prisoners of War. 

Under 	English law  :—  
(1) Murder; subject to possibility of reduction to 
(2) .Manslaughter. 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

• 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

Aooused No.4 was a guard or sentry on duty at Camp P.G.75 
at Bari, a Prisoner of War Camp in Italy, and on or about the 
night or 16th/17th July 1942 killed by shooting Wo.1877087 -  
Sapper Patrick Grogan, n96.A Field Coy. R.E., then a British 
prisoner of war. 

TRANSM ITTED BY 	  

• Insert serial number under which the case is registered in the tiles of the National Office of the accusing State. 

(.20352) wt.1%t:o.-. I 120 	:OW I 1I A.. E.W.Lt..I. (p.655 
(26924) Wt.!' 1,1; P.1139 5.000 3 
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PARTICULARS OF ALLEGED CRIAIF: 2178 • 

 

At about 1 o'clock in the morning Sapper Grogan, 
who had but recently arrived at the Camp, and who is 
believed to have been suffering from dysentery, left his 
tent to go to the latrines. tieing unfamiliar with the 
lay—out of the camp, he apparently lost his way and was 
wandering near the perimeter of the camp when he was shot, 
at or near the gate of the camp, by Accused No.4. He was 
shot through the heart and died almost instantly. It is 
not yet ascertained whether Accused No.4 challenged Grogan 
before the shot was fired; but there is a suggestion that a 
challenge was given in Italian and that Grogan, not 
understanding Italian, turned back to return to his tent 
when he was shot in the back. 
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Eno. 13 to 0103/4360 P.W.P. 

K.W.24/18 from F.O. 14 Doc. 42 
Copy Note from Berne dated 16th Oct.42 
Despatch No. 4832 

TRANSLATION 

No. 31/2448/486 

MELORANDUM 

The Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs have the honour 
to communicate the following to the 3wis3 Legation :- 

"On the night of July 16, last, towards one o'clock, in 
Camp No.75, the prisoner of war Patrick GROGAN, number 
18770 87 born in Yorkshire on October 12, 1917, was 
mortally wounded in the cardiac region by a shot from a 
rifle fired by a sentry. His death took place almost at 
once. 

From enquiries undertaken it has transpired: 

(a) that the presence of the prisoner of war in question 
in the place where the incident occurred and at that 
hour, could only have been with criminal intent, in 
view of the presence of a large quantity of straw 
and considering that the same prisoner of war, on 
being summoned to stop, took to precipitous flight. 

(b) that the prisoner of war had contravened the regula-
tions in force, of which he was perfectly aware, 
regarding circulation in the camp at night 

(c) that no blame can be attached to the sentry, who 
acted in obedience to a definite order". 

It is requested that the above may kindly be brought to 
the knowledge of the British Government. 

Rome 
October 3, 1942. 

To the Swiss Legation, 
Rome. 



CSDIC/SAP/736 	 SECRET. 
No.13 to 0103/4360 (P.17.2) 

Ref. CSDIC/SKP/736. 

The following is an extract from the above report by 
2060122 Spr. CUTHBERTSON, Edward Harold, 296 Army field Coy., 
R.E. att. 150 Army Corps. 

"CASES oe SHOOTING of P/W. _ 

Spr. GROUAN 296 A Fd. Coy. R.E. was shot and 
killed by an Italian sentry in P.G.75, BARI about 17 July 
42. Source did not witness the incident, but heard that 
Grogan, who wee very ill, took a walk at night, was 
challenged at the gate by the sentry, and that, not 
understanding Italian, he turned back to return to his 
tent, when ho as shot in the back". 

(Signed) A.C. ALLAN 3/0 W.R.N.S. 
for Lieut. Colonel, G.S. 

k.I.O. 
Ext. 1295/7 

5 Juno 1944. 

Copy on Enc. 70 to 0103/4360. 
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IN TH": MATTER OF: 

The shooting of a British Prisoner of War by an 
Italian sentry at Camp No.75 (Bari) in July 1942 
in breach of the  Geneva Convention,  1929 

British National Office Charge UK-I/B. 59 

AFFIDAVIT  

I, RODNEY CHARLES WHEELER HILL 102991 Lieutenant, Royal 
Artillery Composite Survey Battery, School of Artillery, Larkhill 
Salisbury with home address at`' 99 Couledon Road, Old Coulsdon 
Surrey, make Oath and say as follows :- 

1. On 21 June 1942 when serving with the 4th Survey Regiment 
Royal Artillery, I was captured at Tobruk and reached Italy by 
air on I believe 1 July 1942. 

2. I arrived at P.C. 75 at Bari on 2 July 1942 and was there 
until about 3 August 1942. 

3. While at Bari I remember that the Senior British Officer, 
Lieut. Colonel de Burgh, announced to the whole of the officers' 
camp that he had seen the Italian Commandant about the shooting 
of a British other rank. The Commandant had expressed his regret 
at the incident. `Phis was some time in July, possibly about the 
second week. 

4. A oaptain in the Royal Army Service Corps, Captain MacOonnell 
Wood, from Newcastle, and who afterwards became the Welfare 
Officer at Ohieti at the camp hospital, attended the funeral of 
the other rank. I believe that it was he who told me the story 
which I afterwards confirmed with the batman of our room. 

5. The story was that the other rank had arrived with other 
prisoners of war on the previous night and had been placed in 
tents in the orchard. During the night that man had got up to go 
to the latrines, but being new to the place had lost his way it 
the dark. He must have found himself on the perimeter. The 
Italian sentry then shot him. It is doubtful whether he was 
challenged, 	but if ho was he must have been shot almost 
immediately after challenge. 

P. 	It is sail that the doctor in the next but to mine, I 
believe a S.A., rushed out but when he reached the other rank he 
was already dead. 

7. 	The funeral of the other rank took place at sari. and his 
grave should be traceable. About twelve Royal Army Service Corps 
other ranks also attended the funeral. 

SWORN at P Sprfrg -Gardens ) 
in the City QV Westminster ) 
this 11th day of April 1945) 

Before me, 

R, HILL. 
Lt. R.A. 

Major, Legal Staff, 
Military Department, 

Judge Advocate General's Office, London. 



2182 

IN THE MATTER OF: 

The shooting of a British Prisoner 
of War by an Italian sentry at 
Camp No.75 (Bari) in July 1942 in 
breach of the Gaaeva Convention, 
/)29 

AFFIDAVIT 

- of - 

Lieutenant R.O.W. HILL 

THE TREASURY SOLICITOR. 
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IN TH7 MATTER OF :- 

THE SHOOTING OF A BRITISH PRISONER OF 
BY AN ITALIAN SENTRY AT CAMP No. 75 AT BARI 
IN JULY 1942 

AFFIDAVIT 

I, No. 151377 Captain HUGH HALDANE THOMSON, of 53rd Air 

Landing Light Regiment R.A., with private address at 24 Somers 

Road, Reigate, make Oath and say as follows :- 

1. My unit is at present in Germany and I am at my hone, 

having been shot down and wounded, and am attending the Horton 

Emergency Hospital, Epsom, as an out-patient. 

2. I was captured at Sidi Rezegh on the 15th June 1942 and 

was flown to Italy about the 2eth June 1942, arriving at Lecci. 

From there I was taken to Camp Ito. 75 at Bari. 

I remember the occasion of the shooting of Sapper Grogan 

but I did not myself hear the shot. 

2. 	I have seen the Affidavit of Lieutenant Rodney Charles 

Wheeler Hill sworn on the 11th April 1945 and to the beet of 

my belief this sets out correctly what I heard about the 

incident. I have also discussed the matter with Lieutenant 

John Christopher Trevor;  R.E., who has told me that he 

attended the departure of the hearse and that Grogan was a 

member of his own Company. 

SWORN at 21 Old Queen Street ) 
in the City of Westminster 	) 	HUGH H. THOMSON. 
this 18th day of May 1945 	) 

Before me, 
Herbert Davies, 

A Commissioner for Oathu, 
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IN THE MATTER OF : 

The shooting of a British 
Prisoner of War by an Italian 
Sentry at Carp No. 75 at Bari 
in July 1942 

AFFIDAVIT 

- of - 

Captain HUGH HALDANE THOMSON 

THE TREASURY SOLICITOR. 
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IN THE MATTER OF: 

   

The shooting of a British Prisoner at" war 
by an Italian sentry at Camp No.75 at 
Bari in July 1942 

218S 

    

AFFIDAVIT 

No. 140970 Lieutenant JOHN CHRISTOPHER TREVOR, R.E., 
D.a.R.7. Colchester Outstation at Hitherstocks North Road, 
Clacton, lesex, and with a private address at 340 Acklam Road 
South, Middlesbrough, Yorkshire, make Oath and say as follows: 

1. I was captured at Tobruk on 20th June 1942 by the Germane, 
who handed me over to the Italians. They apologieed for 
doing this and advised me to hide any valuables I might have. 
I wan taken to a prisoner of war cage at Derna for a night 
and then to Barce, where I was for about a fortnight. I have 
no complaints about this camp and the Commandant, whose name 
I 	not know, was very friendly. 

2. I went from Benghazi to Italy by air, larding at Leoci, 
and from there 1 went to Camp No. 75 at Bari. 

3. At some date which I do not recollect, a sw:per of my 
unit, then 29A Army Field Company R.F. was shot. The sapper's 
name was Grogan and he came from Mill. He was a regular 
soldier. At the time of the occurrence he was suffering from 
dysentery. 

4. I heard the shot hut, as far as I know, nobody o aw the 
shooting. Several of the men rushed out of their bungalows 
and one officer, who was in the nearest bungalow, rent to 
the door. His name was Lieutenant Harold Percy Somme Harling 
of 108 Army Troops Company, R.E., who later got through to 
the allied lines. This I know, as I saw his name in the book 
at Naples transit camp which contained the names of British 
prisoners of war who had come through the lines. 

5. I have read the afftqavit of Lieutenant Rodney Charles 
Wheeler Hill, R.A., and, from the general talk in the camp, 
I confirm the incident as he desoribes it, except that the 
unit who attended the funeral was from Grogan's and my 
Company, that is, R.E. and not R.A.S.C. I attended the funeral 
myself, on, rather, the departure of the hearse from the camp, 
as one of Grogan's officers. 

SWORN at Clacton on Sea, ) 
in the County of Essex 	J.C. TREVOR. D.C.R.E. 
this 23rd day of May 194 5 

Before me, 
RALPH CARR, 

A Commissioner fbr Oaths. 
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IN THE MATTER OF : 

The shooting of a British 
Prisoner of war by an Italian 
Sentry at Camp No. 75 at Bari 
in July 1942. 

AFFIDAVIT 

- of - 

Lieutenant J.O. TREVOR, R.E. 

THE TREASURY SOLICITOR. 
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41 	 PARTICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT 	2187 

(1) Memorandum . Reference No.31/2448/488 - Enclosure to 
0103/4360P:W.2. 

A memorandum (translation) sent by the Italian 
Ministry of foreign Affairs through the Swiss Legation, 
Rome, on 30th October 1942. 

(2) EXTRACT ehok REPORT - Reference CSDIC/SKP/736, No.13 to 
0103/4360 (P.W.TT--  

Extract from a report by 2060122 Sapper Edward Harold 
Cuthbertson, 296 Army eield Coy. R.E., attached 150 Army Corps 
dated 5th June 1C44 ghis report sets out facts regarding the 
incident which Cut?lbertoon, who was not an eye-witness, heard 
in the Camp:7 	• 

(3) AeeIDAV1T of Lieutenant Rodney Charles Wheeler Hill, R.A., 
sworn on the 11th April 1945. 

This gives a similar story, and refers to an interview 
between the Senior tiritish Officer and the Italian Commandant. 

(4) ArTIDAVIT of Captain Hugh Haldane Thomson, R.A. sworn 18th 
May 1945. 

This witness merely confirms Hill's description of the 
incident. 

(5) AeeIDAvIT of Lieutenant John Christopher Trevor, R.E. sworn 
on 23rd kay 1945.. 

This also confirms Hill's description of the incident 

Copies of these documents are attached. 



Page 4 

NOTES ON THE CASE 
	 218Et 	A 

(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view' of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by anti I( Wit v or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence  
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

If the facts alleged are established the shooting of Grogan 
constitutes war crime No.i (murder) or, alternatively, crime 
No.xxix (ill-treatment of a prisoner of war). 

Article 2 of the Geneva Convention 1929 enacts that prisoners 
of war should be humr,nely treated and protected and measures of 
reprisal against them are forbidden. 

Article 46 prohibits (inter alia) all forms of cruelty 
whatsoever. 

Article 54 enacts that imprisonment in the most severe punish-
ment which may be inflicted on a prisoner of war. 

Responsibility. 

As regards responsibility, that of accused No.4 would be 
direct. Accused Nos. 1, 2 and 3 would be prima facie responsible 
for the conduct of the camp, the rules prevailing there and the 
enforcement of them. Compare also Charge UK - i/B 42 - general 
charge against the camp: (Commission's ref. Z19/UK/It/42). 

None of the witnesses named in the "Particulars of evidence 
in support" was an eye-witness of the shooting, though several of 
them heard a shot fired. In view of the time when the incident 
occurred it is possible that no one was present beyond the 
assailant and the victim. 

The Germans have recognised the principle that no more force 
than.is necessary should be used. gee German memorandum R.20646 
dated 24th August 1942 referred to in Charge UK . G/B 1 . 
Commission's reference 32/UK/G/1.7 This memorandum says that 
"The firing of a shot represents the last means of violence which 
may not be used until there is actually no longer any other way 
out". The implication recognises the distinction in English law 
between justifiable homicide and murder or manslaughter, should 
circumstances justify a finding of the lesser charge. 

It is submitted that a heavy burden of proof is on Accused 
No.4 that the circumstances were such as to justify his using 
"the last means of vic7ence", 

If it is established that Accused No.4 was standing at or 
near the gate When the shot was fired and that the shot first 
passed through Grogan's back, it is clear (a) that urogan cannot 
have been approaching the gate or Accused No.4 when the shot was 
fired, and (b) that Grogan cannot then have been running.  owards 
the perimeter and so have given Accused No.4 any reasonable 
grounds for considering that it was necessary to shoot him in 
order to prevent his escape. Even'if Accused No.4 could offer 
any justification for firing a shot at all, it would still be 
incumbent upon him to explain why he shot to kill and not merely 
to arrest. If a faulty aim is alleged, it is material to 
ascertain how close Grogan was to Accused No.4 when the latter 
fired the shot. 

As regards Accused Nos.l, 2 and 3, it is important to observe 
that the memorandum from the Italian Einistry of Foreign Affairs 
hereinbefore referred to alleges that "no blame can be attached to 
the sentry who acted in obedience to a definite order". If the 
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definite order came (as it may well have done) from Accused 
&.3, then his responsibility is co-extensive with that of 
Accused No.4. Then again, if Accused No.3 gave such an order, 
presumably it was under the order or with the approval of 
Accused Nos. 1 and 2. 

Defences.  

As regards probable defences, it is unlikely (on the facts 
as at present known) that Accused No.4 could successfully plead 
either that ho acted in self.defence or that Grogan had shown 
that he meditated an immediate escape from the camp, and that to 
shoot him was the only means of preventing such escape. 

Accused No.4 will no doubt state that he called upon Grogan 
to halt before the shot was fired and that Grogan failed to 
comply with his order. Even if this statement is accepted, it 
is submitted that the giving of an order to halt could not 
justify Accused No.4 in shooting to kill, or, indeed, in shooting 
at all, unless it appeared that to shoot was the only means of 
preventing Grogan's escape from the Camp. The obvious defence of 
Accused No.4, as foreshadowed in paragraph 3(c) of the memo from 
the Italian Ministry for Foreign Affairs, is that he acted in 
strict obedience to the orders of his superiors, but it is 
submitted that this plea, if' accepted, could not absolve Accused 
No.4 from criminal liability but would have the effect merely of 
making his superiors equally liable. 

Completeness of case. 

Further evidence is clearly most desirable as there is a 
prospect in this case of a strong conflict of evidence on the facto. 
Witnesses may be found from among the men in Grogan's tent on the 
night of the incident who can say that he was very ill and went out 
for that reason and that only, that he had no intention to escape, 
and that he had made no preparations for doing so. If further evi. 
donee could also be obtained as to the state of Grogan's attire at 
the time he was shot, this might also indicate the improbability 
of any intention to escape. Endeavours are also being made to 
obtain the evidence of Lt. Col. de burgh who can speak as to his 
interview with the Italian Commandant. 

It, is important to establish the exact positions of Accused 
No.4 and Grogan when the shot was fired, the direction in which 
Grogan ran, and whether that direction led to any likely means of 
escape from the camp. Probably Accused No.4 is the only person 
who can supply this information. 

Further, any evidence to counter the suggestion in the memoran. 
dum from the Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs with regard to the 
existence of a large quantity of straw, or the precipitous flight 
of Grogan, would obviously be useful; though once it is shown that 
Grogan's flight was within the camp and away from its perimeter, 
the fact that he took to flight would appear to be not very 
material. Enquiries will be prosecuted in Italy on these points. 

It seems very isTrobable that a would-be escaper should 
choose to break out at an exit guarded by a sentry. 

The camp records can no doubt identify Accused NO3. 2, 3 and 
4: and, as to Accused Nc.l, he is notorious. 

There is a strong prima facie case here of murder, ith a 
heavy onus on all the Accused of exonerating themselves. 
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Ou ref: UK - I/B 62 
U,14.„C.C, Ref: 9f2/UK/Tt/57 

ADD' -,;11nu--  

IN THr -ATTPR (F ;- 

The nuriThr of Private 	Carp 
PiG.10 	Vercelli on 15th Jane 1943 

ADDITIONAL PARTICULARS OF 7VIDENCE IN SUPPORT 

3. A2FIDAVIT of Pte. D. Sedgwick, sworn 20th July 1945 
(already submitted to Commission). 

4. MINUTE from War Office A.G.3 dated 5th October 1945, 
copy attached. 

ADDITIONAL NOTES ON THE CASE. 

The copy Affidavit of pto. Sedrwick was forwarded to 
the Commission shortly after the submission of the Charge 
herein. 

Enquiry in Italy has provtll the information set 
out in the minute from ':'Jar Office (A.G.3) and this 
provides the names of the Accused, 1, 3 and 4. 

It in submitted that the list of Accused be amended 
to include the names of these three Accused and that 
Accused No. 4 be classified "A" and, if the Commission 
thinks fit, Accused No. 3 also, depending on the view taken 
of the responsibility of the Officer in Charge of the Guard. 
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20 7aton Square, 
B.M.439/1 A. G. v/w 	 London, S.1:;.1. 

5th October, 1943. 

Subject: 	Shoe tin of Pta. LAW. 

To: The Treasury solicitor, 
storey.° Gate, 

Dean's ydrO, 
Weetmineter 

Reference case U.K.1/B.2,12 	Shootin of Pte. LAW, J.7. - 
2/27 Bn.AIF. 

.The following has boon received from A.F.H.% and is p-.osed 
to you for information. 

From information received from the Italian War linistry, the 
description of Pte. LAW is as follows : 

Pte. John 7rnest LA'7, No. NY 16597 
Bern in PNGLANT) - 13th June, 191R. 
AUSTRALIAN Nationality: Domicile 43 
GL7137 STR7'.T.3T, OLT:431F3 SYDNTA, 
Captured TOBRIP: on 14th April, 1941. 

The abovo nalood was shot on 19th June, 1943, at about 2300 
hours by a sentry in camp 10q111. It appears that LAW was climb-
ing a wall inside the camp at the time, but there is no indication 
that the shooting was necegsary in or-ler to prevent escape from the 
camp. 

The persons included in the charge can be identified as follows 

(1) Commandant at Camp - Major ROSSI Silvio 
(2) Adjutant or 2nd 

In Command 	- Not known. 
(3) Officer in char ;e of 

the Detachment 	- 2nd Lt. CIELOTTI, Carlo 
(4) The Sentry who fired 

the shot 	 pto. P7LI7ZARI Giovanni. • 

It is hoped to trace the above and others known to have been 
members of the camp staff at the time and a report w4 11 be 
forwarded as soon as investigations are completed. 

Detailed statements from Ptes. LOCKF end VAPi would be of 
assistance, particularly concerning the set out of the camp and the 
position of the wall over which LAW was climbing, ix relation to 
the outside perimeter. 

There is no tree-3 of a Court of Inquiry being held at the time 
by the Italian Authorities, but from a report made by the Camp 
Commandant it seems that LAW died almost immediately after he 
shot. There is, therefore, little possibility that he was able to 
give any information before ho died. 

Capt. 
D.A.A.G. 



Letters should bo addressed to— 
THE TZSASURY SOLICITOR. 

and 411W-owing reference Quoted on 
the c 	nd in the letter : 

Telephone No: WHITEHALL 1124 
EXTENSION 

Telegraphic Address : 
"PROCTOREX, LON-DON." 

Code used : A.B.°. Gre EDN., 5 lot ter 

STOREY'S GATE, 

ST. JAMES'S PARK, 

LONDON, S.W.1. 
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27th July 1)45 

Sir, 

Oommis.Aon's Reference 962A1 /It/57 
B. i!. 0. No. UK—I/B 62 

Private Law 

The above mentioned charge was 
received at the Secretariat on the 4th 
July 1345. U.p to that ti:ae there had 
been no eye witness available to give 
an affidavit. 

Since that date, an A-ostralian 
witness was able to give :fie the name of 
Private Sedgwick, whom I'was fortunate 
to be able to interview before his 
return to :mstralia. 	I have therefore 
taken an affidavit and have sent a copy 
to the jar Office, -A.G.3(V.4.), who are 
prosecuting enquiries in Italy. 

For your records, I onJlose a copy 
of this affidavit. 

I am, Sir, 
Your oTedient Servant, 

do/Officer i/o Jar ,CriAes 3ranch 
The Secretary General 
jar Crimes Commission 
Church House 
iest:ainster 3.J.1 
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The murder of Private John 	Lmv, 2nd/17th Infantry 
Battalion, Australian Forces, at Camp No.10A at 
Verchelli on 15th July 1941 
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AFFIDAVIT 

I, DUDL7Y STP,DGW/OK, Uo.V.X.430014  Private, 2rd/23rd Infantry 
Battalion, with a present address of A" Company, 1st Australian 
Imperial Forces, Transit Carp 7astbourne, Sussex, and with permanent 
adiress o/o !Tr. George 	broadwater Pout Office, Port Fairy, 
Victoria, Australia, make Oath and say as follows:- 

1. I was taken prisoner of war on the 7th/Rth May, 1941, at 
Tobruk, North Africa. From there I was taken to Derna where I stayed 
about two months: then to Benghazi where I stayed a few days: then 
to a camp at Te.rhun'a where T stayed about three weeks: then to Camp 
No. "R, Capua, Italy, where I stayed about three monthn: then to Camp 
No.57 at Udine/Grtippignano where I stayed from about 29th October, 
1942 to 25th April 1947: then to Camp No.10A at Verchili where I 
stayed from about 25th April 1947, to the 8th September 1947: after 
the Armistice I was taken to Gormany. 

2. During the time that I was at the said Camp at Verchili, namely 
on the 15th July 1n47, I witnessed the murder of Private Law. The 
said Calp at Verchili, which was in the Plains of Lombardy, was a 
working camp, and I was oneof those who share-1 a but with the said 
Private Law. I knew the said Private Law well. he came from 
Australia like myself. H13 full name, rank and unit, as ] knew it 
was 	 John 7. Law, ljrivate, 

2/17th Infantry Battalion, 
A.ustralian Imperial Forces. 

On the 15th July 1941, at about 11.30 p.m. the said Law and I were 
in the but where we slept. Private Law 1110 r' do arrangemente with 
one of the Italian wards that the latter would procure for him some 
bread. This trafficking in food wan not permitted, but it was often 
done. While we were in the said but the said guard called to 
Private Law from outside to tell him that he was there with the 
bread. I cannot now remember the name of the said guard, but I will 
endeavour to get information which may enable enquiries to be made 
so as to identify him. In answer to the call from the said Italian 
guard Private Law went from the sleeping apartment downstairs, and 
at the entrance below imme4ately in front of him there was a 14 ft. 
wall. I followed the said rrivate Law to the top of the stairs, 
but did not go down below, but from where I was at the top of the 
stairs I could see all that happened as described later The said 
Private Law climbed up the 14 ft. wall and when he got to the top 
put his head over. ,Immediately he did so the said guard fired point 
blank at him and killed him from about 10 ft. away. I saw the whole 
thing. It was a brutal decoy. The said sentry, so I was told, 
though I cannot now say by whom, had recently been caught and 
punished by the Italian Command for sleeping on duty, and there is 
no doubt that he, the said sentry, arranged this decoy and shot Law 
in cold blood to get some commendation and possibly reinstatement 
."'rom the Italian Authorities. The Italians allowed Law's body to 
lie where he was shot for the next 3S hours. I do not know of any-
one else who actually saw the occurrence. 

SWORN at 30 Old Queen Street J.n ) 
the Oity of Westminster this 20th) 	D. SEDGWICK. 
day of July 1945 

Before me, 
(v/61 Pemberton 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 
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IN THE MATTER OF : 

The murder of Private John E. Law 
2nd/17th Infantry Battalion, 
Australian Forces, at Camp No.100 
at Verchelli on 15th July 1943 

AFFIDAVIT 

- of - 

Pte. DUDLEY SEDGWIOK 

THE TREASURY SOLICITOR. 
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IN THT1(4TT7R OF: 

The murder of Private John 174'. Law, 2nd/17th Infantry 
Battalion, Australian Forces, at Camp No.108 at 
Verchelli on 15th July 1943 

AFFIDAVIT 

I, DUDLEY SEDGW/CT:, Uo.V.X.430034  Private, 2rd/23rd Infantry 
Battalion, with a present address of A" Company, let Australian 
Imperial Force°, Trhnsit Canpx  7astbourne, Sussex, and with permanent 

a address 0/0 ?fr.George Wthe, broadwater Post Office, Port Fairy, 
Victoria, Australia, make Oath and say as follows:- 

1. I was taken prisoner of war on the 7th/8th May, 1941, at 
i'obruk, North Africa. From there I was taken to Derna where I stay& 
about two months: then to Benghazi where I stayed a few days: then 
to a camp at Tarhunb. where I stayed about three weeks: then to Camp 
No.(18, Capra, Italy, whel‘e I stayed about three months: then to Camp 
No.57 at Udine/GrUppignano liere I stayed from about 29th October, 
1942 to 25th April 1943: thole to Camp No.108 at Verchili where I 
stayed from about 25th April 1n4 1  to the 8th September 104'7): after 
the Armistic) I was taken to G rmany. 

2. During 
on the 15th 
said Ca-̂ p at 
working camp 
Private Law. 
Australia li 
was 

the time that I was at the said Camp at Verchili, namely 
July 1943, I witnessed the murder of Private Law. The 
Verchili, which was in the Plains of Lembardy, was a 

, and I was oneof those who eharel. a but with the said 
I knew the said Private Law well. he came from 

ke myself. Hie full na-le, rank and unit, as I knew it 
John 7. Law, l'rivate, 
2/17th Infantry Battalion, 

Amstralian Imperial Forces. 
On the 15th July 1947, at about 11.30 p.m. the said Law and I were 
in the but where we slept. Private Law had made arrangements with 
one of the Italian ruarde tl at the latter would procure for him some 
bread. This trafficking in food was not permitted, but it was often 
done. While we were in the said but the said guard called to 
Private Law from outside to tell him that he was there with the 
bread. I cannot now remember the name of the said guard, but I will 
endeavour to get information which may enable enquiries to be made 
so as to identify him. In answer to the call from the said Italian 
guard Private Law wont from the sleeping apartment downstairs, and 
at the entrance below immecqately in front of him there was a 14 ft. 
wall. I followed the said 'rivato Law to the top of the stairs, 
but did not go down below, but from where I was at the top of the 
stairs I could see all that happened as described later The said 
Private Law climbed up the 14 ft. wall and when he got to the top 
put his head over. Immediately he did so the said guard fired point 
blank at him and killed him from about 10 ft. away. I saw the whole 
thing. It was a brutal decoy. The said sentry, so I was told, 
though I cannot now say by whom, ha 3. recently boon caught and 
punished by the Italian Command for sleeping on duty, and there is 
no doubt that he, the said sentry, arranged this decoy and shot Law 
in cold blood to get some commendation and possibly reinstatement 
.'rom the Italian Authoritio:i. The Italians allowed Law's body to 
lie where he was shot for the next VI hours. I do not know of any-
one else who actually saw the occurrence. 

SWORN at 30 Old queen Street in ) 
the Oity of Westminster this 20th) 
day of July 1945 

Before me, 
Pemberton 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 

D. SYMGWICK. 
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IN TBE MATTER OF : 

The murder of Private John E. Law 
2nd/17th Infantry Battalion, 
Australian Forces, at Camp No.100 
at Verobelli on 15th July 1943 

AFFIDAVIT 

- of - 

Pte. DUDLEY SEDGWIOK 

THE TREASURY SOLICITOR. 



(For the Use of the Secretariat)  

• Registered Number. 

21% 
Date of receipt in Secrctariat. 

8 JUN ka45 

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 
	UNITED  KINGDOM  CHARGES AGAINST  	ITALIAN 	.WAR CRIMINALS 

CHARGE No. 	UK.I/B 62. 	* 

	

C•r‘ 	i. 1 • 

	

tro..51 	 
(2) Adjutant ._or second in .command ....at.. Camp ranks and 

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(1) Commandant at Camp 
) ) Name, 

(Not to be translated.) 
.... 	Officer 	in charge.. of 	the. guard_or 	) units at 
	sentry 	  

) present 
(41 -The guard .or sentry who fired. shot 	) 	 

) unknown. 

Date and place of 	June 	or 	July 1943 	 
commission of al- 
leged crime. 
	 Camp. P*G4106 at Vercelli (West of Milan) 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

No.i Murder 

Ill.treatment of prisoners of war 	 

Breaches of Articles 2,46 and 54 of Geneva 
Conventions, 	1929, 	relative to the treatment of 
Prisoners of War.  

Under English law t. 
(1) Murder; subject to possibility of reduction to 
(2) Manslaughter. 	  

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

In June or July 1943 (exact date at present unknown) 
at Camp P.G.106 at Vercelli, Accused No.4 killed by shooting 
Private J.E. Law, 2/17 Bn. A.I.F. (Number at present unknown), 
then a British prisoner of war. 

TRANSM ITTED BY 

• Ins2rt serial number under which the case is registered in the tiles of the National Office of the accusing State. 

0 635.,) 
(.2692.0 

Wt. l'.1505, 1120 
%V t. l'.11•17 	P.1139 

so° 
5,000 

A  I 	-II 
3 4 

A. 	E. W. Lt I. 	Cp.685 
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PARTICULARS OF ALLEL,F,I) (*NNE 2199 • 

  

At some time in June or July 1943, at Camp P.G.108 

at Vercelli, west of ',Alan, Private Law was climbing 

over the farm wall when he was shot and killed by Accused 

No.4 at a range of two yards. The time of day or night is 

not known. 



2200 
Copy. 

SECRET 

U.I.9/CSDIC/SKP/738, 739. 

P.Y.Q. 

Ref: CSDIC/SKP/738, 739. 

The following is an extract from the above reports by 

QX 6577 Pte. LOCKIE, Herbert Alexander 2/15 Bn. A.I.F., 

8 Aust. Div. 

WX.5229 Pte. VARDY, 	deriok Alfred, 2/28 Bn. A.I.F., 

9 Aust. Div 

"In Jun or Jul 43. at a working camp of P.G. 106, Pte. J.E. 

LAW 2/17 Bn. A.I.F. was shot from 2-yards range and killed 

while•  climbing over the farm wall". 

(Sgd) A.C. ALLAN, 

S/0. W.R.N.S. 

for Lt. Col. G.S. 

M.I.9. 

Ext. 1295/7 

5 Jun.1944 

Copies to: R. Alien (Foreign Office). 
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PARTICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT 
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Extract from reports - Reference CSDIO/SKP/738,739 dated 
6th June, 1944. 

Extract from reports made by :- 

(1) Pte. Herbert Alexander Lookie QX 8577, 2/15 Bn. A.I.F., 
9 Australian Division. 

(2) Pte. Frederick Alfred Vardey WX 5229, 2/28 Bn. A.I.F., 
9 Australian Division. 

Copy attached. 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 

(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence 
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

If the facts alleged are established, the shooting of Pte. 
Law constitutes war crime No.i (kurder) or alternatively No.xxix 
(Ill treatment of a prisoner of war), unless Accused No.4 can 
chew suffiA.ent cause to justify his shooting to kill. 

Article 2 of the Czeneva Convention 1929 enacts that 
prisoners of war should be humanely treated and protected and 
measures .of reprisal against them are forbidden, Article 46 
thereof prohibits (inter alia) all forms of cruelty whatsoever. 
Article 54 thereof enacts that imprisonment is the most severe 
punishment which may be inflicted on a prisoner of war, 

Responsibility:-  As regards responsibility, that of Accused 
No.4 ,would lie direct. As regards Accused Nos. 1, 2 and 3 they 
would be prima facie responsible for the uonduet of the camp, 
the rules prevailing there and the enforcement of them. 

It is difficult to envisage uircumstances which would 
justify Accused No.4 in shooting to kill,(or indeed, in shooting 
at all) at such .lose range. A heavy onus is on Accused No.4 to 
shew that a recourse to the "last means of violence" was 
justifiable. 

Defences:-  On the present meagre information, it is impossible 
to anticipate what defences might be raised. The facts as 
alleged, however, seem to rule out a plea of self.defence. 

One of the most likely defences of Accused No.4 is that he 
acted in stria obedience to the orders of his superiors; but 
it is submitted that this plea, even if proved, could not 
absolve Accused No.4 from criminal liability, but would have 
the effect merely of making his superiors equally liable. 

Completeness of Case  :- The evidence is clearly far from 
complete; but it is submitted that there is a prima facie case 
for all the Accused to answer. 

Inquiries will be made to ascertain whether there is any 
information as to this incident in the camp records; to identify 
the Accused; to try and obtain production of any Court of Inquiry 
or other proceedings arising from the incident; to discover 
whether Pte. Law was taken to hospital, and, if so, whether any 
staff or co-patients can be traced who have details of the 
incident communicated by Law prior to his death. 

Endeavours must also be made to get into touch with Pte. 
Lockie and Pte. Vardey who are Australians and ascertain whether 
they can supply more detailed evidence of the occurrence and 
the names of any other witnesses to whom application for state-
ments could be made. 



q63legyt161-  

2203 

gYa/ac_Laki 

e:r 	Ce.14 • 	ott:‘,64.4) 



Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translatc(1.) 

(1)  Diotv4e4 Leader of Fascists  (name at  present  
unknown )1  4. 0114 - ,9 	 Fe44,4.44. 	  

	(2) Olindo Verdecohia, a Fascist of the Fermo  

district.  

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

May 3rd, 1944. 
At or near Fermo,  between Ancona and Pescara. 

., Murder 	  

Novxxix.•Ill.treatment of  Prisoners of 	War 	 

Breaches of Articles 2, 46 and 54 of Geneva 
Convention 1929, 	relative to the treatment of  
prisoners of war 	  
Under  English  law:— 
(1) Murder; subject to possibility 	of reduction to 
(2) Manslaughter. 	  

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

(For the Use of the Secretariat)  

R€gistered Number. 

43_  UK 's 	 

2204 
Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

a JUN  1S45 

 

  

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 
	 UNITED. KINGDOL1 CHARGES AGAINST 	 I TAW: 	WAR CRIMINALS 

CHARGE No. 	U.L..1/13 88. * 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

On 3rd May, 1944, in the Fermo district, Accused 
No.2 killed by shooting Jim Walther, No. 3652330 (rank 
and unit at present unknown) a British prisoner of war 
who had escaped. 

TRANSM ITTED BY 	  

• Ins?rt serial number under which the case is registered in the files of the National Office of the accusing State. 

1150 	Vt't P 1505/1120 	500 I I I A.N fi. 1C.Lt I. Cp.685 
(46921) Wt. l'.151 7; P.1139 5,000 3 
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l'ANTICULARS OF ALI-EGLI) (. 1:1111.1 2205 it, 

   

:Eno shooting took place on 3rd Lay 1944 at or near 

eermo (on the Adriatic Coast, between Ancona and Pescara) 

where the said Walther and another British prisoner of 

war, Leach Nathan (since deceased), as escaped prisoners of 

war, had been fed and hidden by peasants of the district for 

a considerable time. Walther died in the eermo Hospital on 

the 6th lay, 1944, as a result of the wound ho received. 
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B.M. 3044 Enc. to 0103/4360 (P.W.2) 

28 May, 1944. 

.he following has been received from a source recently 
returned from the other side of the line :. 

Two British Soldiers: 

JILL WALTHER — No. 3652330 born 7.5.16 

LEACH NATHAN (Father: Thomas, Mother: Flachar Lary. 
No.2331696 — Born Penzith 1918) 

These two men were escaped prisoners of war who were fed 
and hidden by peasants of the Fermo (Adriatic coast between 
ANCONA and PESCARA) region for a long time. 

The first (WALTHER) died at 6.5.44 in FERLO Hospital as 
a result of wound in the abdomen 3,5.44. The man who shot 
him was the Fascist Olindo Verdecchia of Fermo. 

The second (NATHAN) was killed by the Fascist Republican 
Guard on 14.6.44 in the Petritelli area. 

the above information was given source by a reliable 
patriot, Captain Fecaccia. 

The sisters of Fermo hospital put a tin box containing 
the identity of each man in each coffin so as to facilitate 
later on any researches made. 
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REPORT  . Reference b.M. 3044. Enc. to 0103/4360 (P.W.2) 

dated 28th Lay, 1944. 

This in a report "from a source recently returned from 

the other side of the line", who was given the information 

by a reliable patriot, Captain Fecaccia. 



Page 4 

NOTES ON THE CASE 

11, 

2208 	• 
(Under this heading 5110111(1 be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 

responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by ant It( rit v or a 1-gal provision ; (b) the probable defence ; 
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

If the facts alleged are established, the shooting of Walther 
may well constitute War Crime No. 	Lurder; or alternatively 
No.xxix • Ill.treatment of a prisoner of war, unless Accused No-2 
can show euffij.ent cause to justify his shooting to kill. 

Article 2 of the Geneva Convention 1929 enacts that 
prisoners of war should be humanely treated, and protected, and 
measures of reprisal against them are forbidden; Article 46 
thereof prohibits (inter alia) all forms of cruelty whatsoever; 
Article 54 thereof enacts that imprisonment is the most severe 
punishment which may be inflicted on a prisoner of war. 

Responsibility:.  As regards responsibility, in the case of 
Accused Io.2 this would appear to be direct. On further eluoida. 
tion of the facts, it will be interesting to see whether Accused 
No.2 had any assistants in the shooting, and if so who they were, 
and whether he received any direct order to shoot. As regards 
Accused No.1 he would be prima facie responsible for the order 
under which Accused No52 acted, or if there was no order, for the 
acts of his subordinate. 

There appears to be a strong prima facie case of murder 
against the accused, with a heavy onus to shew justifiable excuse. 

Defences:. Until more facts are known, it is difficult to 
antiApate possible defences. Self defence may be set up by 
Accused No .2, if he alleges that the victim was armed, or attacked 
him; or he may claim that he acted in pursuance of orders, which 
would make Accused No.1 equally responsible. He may also claim 
that the v ictim could not be stopped by any means short of 
shooting, though that would not justify shooting to kill. 

Completeness of Case:.  The facts now known are meagre. Further 
enquiry will be made as to where the incident in fact took place, 
and fuller details of the circumstances; an obvious source would 
be Captain eecacciat  named in the report given in "Particulars of 
Evidence in Support" above. No doubt he could tell of many pro. 
allied local inhabitants, who must either have actually seen the 
incident, or heard of it and be able to give names of eye.witnesses. 
The victim had been hiding for a long time, and the inhabitants of 
the area would know him by sight. 

Further, the Sisters at Fermo Hospital may be able to give 
information, and the Medical Officers or Doctors in attendance, 
together with any patients at the Hospital may know the 
circumstances. If the victim was conscious during ::.he three days 
that elapsed before his death, he may have made some communication 
whiL,h may be remembered. 

Enquiry will also be made to identify Accused No.l. 
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UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 

CHARGES AGAINST 	ITALIAN 	WAR CRIMINALS 

CHARGE No.  UK  I /B 72  * 

(1) Officer in Command of sentries or guards in 

charge of Prisoners of War  in train travelling_ 

from Chieti to Fontanellato - name rank and 

unit at present unknown. 

(2) Guiseppe Papantonio, guard on the said train 

UNITED KINGDOM 

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

let May, 1943. 	  

_At_a_amall railway station, name unknown, 	near 	 
Rimini. 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

No.i. Murder 

No.xxix. Ill treatment of prisoners of war. 

Murder. 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

Accused No.2 was a guard on a train conveying British 
prisoners of war from Chieti to Fontanellato on 1st May, 
1943 and on that date killed by shooting Pilot Officer 
Outerbridge, R.A.F., then a British prisoner of war. 

TBANSM 1TTED BY 

• ins e
rt serial number under which the case is registered in the Hies of the National Office of the accusing State. 

V.8352.1 	c. I t_'0 	wo I t It 	E. W.1.11. Cp.685 
(,!6924) 	1 1-17 1%1139 5,0100 
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.1:r. 1st kay, n4Z Pilot riffi ,:er f)uterbrt.,e was being 
conveyed with other L:riti!!!. 	 o!' war r,,m ;amp 
?.a.21 at Chieti to Cht4) 	ht eritthr.021,1t. 

P/0. CAaterbridge ew;aped troll; tn6 %rf,ln at a cm all 
ctation, name unknown, before the trair. rea:ned Rimini. He 
was unatle to escape direr:t :7.rim the 	--..t ion: and whle 

along the wire Wan (!not by a 	wn.r;ze rare is 
not ksown but who may have been ar;otise No.2. 	.Cuterbridge 
fell, and surrendered by raising n1f5 han, whereupon the 
accused Fo.2 fired four or five snots into -nLa az he lay on 
the platform. P/0 Outerbridge was carried on to the train 
where he died shortly afterwards. 

I' 	1  
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IN THE 1ATTE:i 0: 

The murder of Pilot Officer Outerbridge at 
railway station near Rimini or 1st lay, 143, 

AFi,'IDAVI T. 

I, No.121720 Lieutenant CHARLES PAULETI CHALtsERT,IN, R.A. 
now at R.A. Depot, Woolwich and with a private aderoas at 
Higher Kempstone, Clitheroe, Lanes, make oath and say as 
follows :. 

1. 	I was captured near El Adem on June 6th 194n after 
passing through Tmini, Derna and tierce. I was flown from 
Benghazi to Lecci in Italy arriving about 16th June, 1942. 
After about 6 weeks at a transit Camp at Mari I wan at 
Camp No.21 at Chi eti from early August, 1942 to 1st lay, 
1943. 

On 1st May, 1943, a number of officers wore moved from 
Chieti to Camp No.49 at Fontanellato. In the carriage in 
which I travelled were a number of officers of whom I remember 
Lieutenant Lawton, Lieutenant Thomson (now I believe Captain 
Thomson), Lieutenant Pitchford and Pilot Officer or Flying 
Officer Outerbridge, who had been I think with the 	in 
lalta. 

3. Outerbridge told us that he proposed to escape whenever 
the opportunity offered itself. We tried to dissuade him 
from making his attempt in the day time and as he appeared 
to become quieter I thought he was going to leave his 
attempt until it was dark. 

4. I remember his going out into the corridor but 	do not 
remember him making any attempt or ea:" that he had done so 
or nearly done so. 

5. 	At first there was no guard in our carriage but 
Outerbridge asked to have the window open and the guard in 
the corridor would not permit it. A little later the Italian 
guard officer came along and permitted the window to he 

I

opened but posted a guard in the corner seat between Outerbridpp 
and the window. 1 did not know the guard's name though later 

11 I understood that it was Papantanio. 

6. After a time thisguard left the compartment and another 
guard took his place. £here was a little table to the com-
partment underneath the window and the guard had his legs 
under this table. About 3 o'clock in the afternoon I had 
been dozing and the train, which had stopped, started up and 
the jolt waked me. I saw Outerbridge's feet disappearing 
through the window. The guard, whose legs had been under 
the small table, which no doubt prevented him stopping 
Outerbridge, got to his feet and fired a shot out of the 
window. I was unable to see Outerbridge as he had run towards 
the back of the train and my seat was facing the engine. It 
was at a station that was wired and Outerbridge had not been 
able to pass the wire and ho had therefore run back along 
the platform. When the guard fired, one of the officers, I 
think Pitchford, knocked up the rifle so that the shot went 
into the air and the guard was unable to fire another shot 



2213 
Oft 411 

as we prevented him operating the bolt of the rifle. 
I saw Papantanio run down the corridor when the train 
stopped very quickly. I heard more shots, some five or 
six. 

7. 	The guard who had been in the corridor, &net Papantanio 
was interrogated in our carriage by an Italian officer. I 
did not understand sufficient Italian to follow this but 
Lawton, wo spoke Italian, told us of the interrogation 
from which it appeared that Papantanio had suspected or 
guessed tnat Outerbridge proposed to escape and had changed 
places with another guard in order to avoid any personal 
trouble. He was reprimanded for not reporting his suspicion 
and so probably preventing the attempt. 

U. 	I also heard that Outerbridge had been carried on to 
the train and had died shortly afterwards, with five or six 
bullets in him. We heard that Outerbridge had been brought 
down by the first shot and that he had been fired at several 
times when lying on the ground. I do not know whether it 
was Papantanio who fired the snot which brought him down. 
It appeared clear however that it was Papantanio who had 
fired the subsequent shots which were quite unnecessary as 
Outerbridge could not move. 

9. 	V4e) all gave signed statements when we reached 
Fontanellato and the senior British Officer De Burgh would 
know where these went. 

SWORN at crAwc  

of t  °L44  e'a A'r 	)\ 	C, 4) CG ci 	) • • 	i)  

this 	Or 	day of Ai-r, t 	( 	 It RA '" 
in the (01,041 

1946 

Before me, 

. ti/ tYlls 

A Oomm4 ssioner for Oaths. 
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IN THE UATTER OF 

The murder of pilot Officer 
Outerbridge at it railway 
station near Rimini on lot 
may 1943 

AFFIDAVIT 

. of 

Lieutenant C.F. CHAYIdERLAIN, R.A. 

THE TREASURY SOLICITOR. 
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Enolo to 0103/4360 25.11.43 

REPORT ON THE DEATH OF PILOT OFFICER OUTERBRIDGE. 

On May 1st 1943 a party of about 30 officers were 
transferred from P.G.21 Chieti, to P.G.49 Parma. I was travelling 
in the same compartment as Pilot Officer Outerbridge when he 
expressed his intention of jumping the train. He first attempted 
to jump out whilst the train was stationary in a small station, 
but the other officers in the compartment . 5 in all, pulled him 
back as he had his feet on the table by the window, as he would 
certainly have been shot before he got away from the train. 
Immediately after this the guard by the window left his seat 
and stood in the corridor, whilst another guard took his place. 
This first guard, Papantonio Guiseppe, born at Foggio in 1910, 
father Raffaele Papantonio, had realised that Outerbridge 
intended to escape, and fearing that he might be assaulted, 
changed places, and told no one what had occurred. 

I speak fluent Italian, and learned all this later on 
when the Senior Italian Officer questioned Papantonio and 
severely reprimanded him for not reporting the first incident, 
and thus preventing bloodshed. After this we all thought that 
Outerbridge would wait until nightfall, but just as the train 
was pulling out of a small station near Rimini Outerbridge leapt 
on the table, after a slight scuffle pushed the guard by the 
window aside, jumped out of the train, and ran down the platform. 
The train, which was hardly moving, stopped almost immediately. 
Papantonio made no attempt to stop Outerbridge from jumping from 
the window, but ran down the corridor and jumped out. Whether 
he fired the shot that brought Outerbridge down I am unable to 
say, but Outerbridge fell at a distance of 40 yards from the 
train, and being unable to rise put his hands up. Papantonio 
then deliberately fired four or five shots at Outerbridge as 
he lay on the platform. Outerbridge was carried on to the 
train where he died 5 minutes later. His body was taken off 
the train at Rimini, where we were told he was to be buried. 

At P.G.49 a Court of Enquiry was held in which I was 
called as a witness but the name of Papantonio was not taken 
down as it might have prejudiced the forwarding of the document. 

Lieut. O. Pritchford, Royal Northumberland Fusiliers, 
attached to Reconnaissance Battalion, 2nd Motor Brigade,. Middle 
East, now a prisoner at Camp 5 Gavi, seized the muzzle of the 
rifle of our guard when he attempted to fire, and I seized the 
butt. 

Lieut. Pritchford saw more than I did as he was leaning 
out of the window, and could give more detailed information 
as to who fired the first shot. 

(Sgd) ERIC ALFRED LAW TON, Lt. 
lst Bn. Worcestershire Reg. 
Personal No. 180178 

Distribution:. R.Allen (F.003 copies 
By Pvx 2A 	Air Ministry. 
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IN THE MATTER OF :- 

The murder of Pilot Officer Outerbrid;e at a 
railway station near Rimini on •iay let 1943. 

	VIII•01.011•■■ 

AFFIDAV/T 

I, WILFRID PRICE, Barrister-at-Law, now acting as 
Temporary Assistant to His Majesty's Proourator-General and 
Treasury Solicitor, Storey's Gate, Westminster, and with a 
permanent address of 5, Paper Buildings, Temple, London, 
E.C,4, make Oath and say as follows :- 

1. Since the summer of 1944 up to the date hereof, I have 
been engaged, inter ails, in the preparation of evidence on 
Italian war crimes, and in the course thereof, on or about 
the 23rd February 1945, I interviewed No. 180176 Lieutenant 
Erio Alfred Lawton, Worcestershire Regiment, then at 23rd 
Infantry Holding Battalion, Rose.-on-Wye, Herefordshire, and 
with a permanent address at 39, Bernard Road, Edgbaston, 
Birmingham 17, and made notes of his evidence regarding the 
charges herein. The said notes were read over to him and he 
agreed that he would swear to an Affidavit embodying the same. 

2. I drew up an Affidavit embodying the evidence of the 
said officer from the said notes and a copy of such affidavit 
is exhibited hereto and marked "W.P.1" 	I sent the said 
affidavit by letterdated the 18th March 1945 to the said 
officer for swearing: it was, however, returned by his 
Commanding Officer who informed the Treasury Solicitor by 
letter dated the 24th May 1945 that the said Officer had been 
killed in action on the 8th April 1945. A copy of the latter 
letter is exhibited hereto and marked "W.P.2". 

SWORN at 1 Mitre Court Building:e t) 
Temple in the City of London 
the 29th day of June 1945 

Before me, 
HERBERT W. KNOCKER. 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 

WILFRID PRICE. 
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Thu rauntur of Pilot Uffioor 
Outorbrf-1;,u at a railYcv :.tat ion 

ninLni on Liay 

AFFIDAVIT 

m of - 

WILFRID PRiee; 

THil; 
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T!7 TlF '!ATT'7R' 

Thu ill-troatmont of Britilh prinoners of war 
and broachos of the Geneva conventions 1929  at Camp 	'7;  at Dari in Jul7 1942. 

B. Tho 111-troatmLent of British prisoners of war 
and breaches of the Geneva Conventions 1929 at 
Camp No, 21. at CLieti during the period August 
1942 to '!ay 114. 

C. The murder of Pilot Officer Outorbridge at a 
railway station near Rimini on ';ay let 1943 

A. 

AFFIDAVIT 

I, RTC ALLRTJ LAWTON, No. 1n01761  Lieuteeant 
Worceoterohive Roginont, now at 21rd Infantry Holding • 
Battalion, Ross-on-Wye, Hereforlohiro, and with a permanent 
address at 70, Bernard Road, Tdgbaston, Birmingham 17, 
Liako Oath and say as followA :- 

1. 	On the 21st June 1942 I was taken prisoner at Tobruk, 
and from there wan talon to a camp at 3aci, thonce to 
Local, both in North Africa, and was then shipped to Italy 
and taken to Camp ITo. 75 at Bri. I was there for about 
three weeks in July 1942. During the time when I r; a3  in 
this camp the following incident occurred. 

It was roll call. I was about fifty yards from the 
incident in question. The Italian ruards, some twenty of 
them, marched through the parade. • One of our prisoners 
of war tripped ono of the guards. 	It may have been 
intentional, The guard slashed round with his rifle 
and hit another man (not the one who did the tripping), and 
several others were hit in a similar way. 

I was sent on to Camp No. 21 at Chieti in August 1942. 

2 	I was at Camp No. 21 at Chieti from August 1942 to 
the 10th May 1943. 

The conditions in this camp during that period were 
very bad. There wan groat overcrowding. The sanitation was 
bad.. There was very little water. 

As to food. - This was in very short supply; only the 
Red dross parcels saved us from slow starvation. 

No clothing was provided: we wore left to go through 
the winter with only our desert kit, which consisted of 
a shirt and shorts. 

The Italian officer, who really acted like a Commandant, 
was a Captain Interpreter called Croce. Ho was a violent 
Fascist, very anti-British, and would do nothing to relieve 
our privations. He would not oven hand on requests or 
complaints to hin'ouperiore. 

 

• 

 

 

r. 

C) 
• 

• 
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on ':ay lot 114.7,  I was sent from the said camp at 
Chieti to a cap, No. 49, ,t Pontanellato (Parma) by train. 
The distance was some 200 miles. Tho train stopped at a 
small station near Rimini 	I think the na7le of the station 
WR3 Castell-something;. There is a castle on a hill nearby. 
I was  travelling in the same crrIpartent as Pilot Officer 
OuterbriJge, when he expressel hie intention of jumping the 
train. Ho first attempted to jump out whilst the train was 
stationary in ,t small station, but the other officers in the 
compartment - five An all - pulled him back an he had his feet 
on the table by the winlow, and he would certainly have been 
shot before he got away from the train. Imlediately after 
this the guard by the window left his seat and stood in the 
corridor, whilst another guard took his place. This first 
guard, Papantonio Guiseppe, born at Foggio in 1910, father 
Raffaele Papantonio, hal realised that Outerbridge intended 
to escape, and fearing that he might be assaulted, changed 
places, and told no one what had occurred. 

I speak fluent Italian, and learned all this later on 
when the Senior Italian Officer questioned Papantonio and 
severely reprimanded him for not reporting the first incident, 
and thus preventing bloodshed. After this we all thought 
that Outerbridge would wait until nightfall, but just as the 
train was pulling out of a small station near Rimini Outer-
bridge leapt on the table, after a slight scuffle pushed the 
guard by the window aside, jumped out of the train, and ran 
down the platform. The train, which was hardly moving, 
stopped almost immediately. Papantonio made no attempt to 
stop Outerbridge from jumping from the window, but ran dpwn 
the corridor and jumped out. Whether ho fired the shot that 
brought Outerbridge down I am unable to say, but Outerbridge 
fell at a distance of 40 yards from the train, and being 
unable to rise put his hands up. I then saw Papantonio 
deliberately fire four or five shots at Outerbridge as he lay 
on the platform. Outerbridge was carried on to the train 
where he died five minutes later. His body was taken off the 
train at Rimini, where we wore told he was to be buried. 

I re-wined at the said camp at Fontanellato until the 
Armistice, 8th September 1943e  when I escaped, and on the 
25th October 1943 I got across the lines and joined the 

Fifth Army. 

SWORN at 

in the 	of 
this 	day of 	 1945) 

Before me, 

A Oommisaioner for Oaths. 
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IN TIP 'ATT7R3 9P :- 

A. The ill-treat7]ent cf British 
prisoners of war and braches 
of the Geneva Convention° 1029 
at Camp No.75 at Bari in 
July 1942. 

B. The 111-treatment of British 
prisoners of war and breaches 
of the Geneva Conventions 1929 
at Camp No.21 at Chieti during 
the period August 1942 to May 
1n41. 

C. The murder of Pilot Officer 
Outorbridga at a railway 
citation near Rimini on May let 
1943 

AFFIDAVIT 

- of - 

Lieutenant 7.A. LAWTON 

TIPASURY SOLICITOR. 
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12th Bn. The Devonshire Regiment, 
Bulforl Barrack°, 

Salisbury, 
Wilts. 

?4th May, 1q45. 

Dear Sir, 

Italian War crimes 

Reference your letter of the 1A March, 1045, 

address 3d to Lieut. E.A.TAWTON of the Worceptsrshire Regt., 

enolosing an Affidavit on the above subject to be signed by 

him. I regret having to inform that this officer wan killed 

in action on Ath April, 1045. 

I are returning the unsigned rlocuments to you herewith. 

Yours faithfully, 

major. 

The Treasury Solicitor, 
Storey'n Gate, 
St. James's Park, 
London, 5.W.1. 
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IN 	THE 	MATTER of THE MURDER OF PILOT 
oevicER OUTERBEIDGE AT A RAILWAY STATION NEAR 
RIMINI ON 1ST MAY 1943. 

AFFIDAVIT.  

I, No. 151377, CAPTAIN IUGU HALDANE THOMSON of 53rd Air 
Landing Light Regiment, R.A., with private address at 24, 
Somers Road, Reigate, Surrey, make oath and say as follows :- 

1. My, Unit is at present in Germany and I am at home, 
having been shot down and wounded, and am attending the Horton 
Emergency Hospital, Epsom, as an out-patient. 

2. i was captured at Sidi Rezegh on the 15th June 1942 and 
was flown to Italy about the 26th June 1942. After being at 
Camp No.75 at isari I was at Camp No.21 at Ohieti until I was 
moved to Camp No.49 at Fontanellato on the 1st of May 1943. 

3. In the train I was in a carriage with other Officers of 
whom I remember Flying Officer Outerbridge, who I believe came 
from the West Indies and was a Torpedo Bomber from Malta; 
Lieutenant Lawton and Lieutenant Pitchfordf there was also 
an Italian guard sitting next the window, which was of the 
compartment type. There was a corridor on the other side of 
the carriage. 

4. Some of us were proposing to try to escape from the train, 
and meant to do so during the night if opportunity offered. 
During the day Outerbridge went out of the compartment into 
the corridor, and on his return I noticed he looked very white. 
I asked him what was the matter, and he said that he had nearly 
taken a jump from the corridor window but that the guards had 
spotted him and he had decided not to try. 

5. The train stopped at a small country station before 
reaching Rimini, and had just begun to draw out when Outerbridge 
leapt on the email table by the window, pushed aside the guard, 
and jumped.out, landing on the platform. There was a wire 
fence opposite which he could not get over, and he ran along 
the wire towards the back of the train. 

6. The guard in the carriage, whose name I do not know, put 
his rifle out of the window and fired a shot. This in my view 
was quite reasonable as Outerbridge was escaping and the train 
was moving. To the best of my recollection Pitchford and 
Lawton knocked up the muzzle of his rifle so that the shot 
went in the air and I pressed his right elbow against his body 
so that he could not operate the bolt. He only fired the one 
shot. 

7. The train stopped almost immediately. I heard several 
shots, but by then could not see Outerbridge. 

8. One of the Italian guards (not the one in the carriage at 
the time) was interrogated in our carriage by an Italian 
Officer. Lieutenant Lawton understood Italian and informed 
us later that the guard whose name was Papantonio1  bad 
realised Outerbridga was going to try to escape, and had 

1. 
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changed places, fearing that ho might be assaulted. He had 
been in our carriage 3arlier. Papantonio told no one. On 
Outerbridge escaping Papantonio had got off the train. It was 
not clear whether he fired the shot which brought Outerbridge 
down, but after Outerbridge had fallen, shot in the leg, and 
had put his hands up in surrender, Papantonio had fired four 
or five shots into him as ho lay on the platform. (Lawton 
had seen this out of the window). Outerbridge had been 
carried on to the train where he died shortly after. 
Papantonio was reprimanded for not reporting his suspicions 
and so preventing bloodshed. 

9. 	I further hoard that Outerbrid8o's body had been 
taken off tho train at Rimini, where it was to be buried. 
I do not know the name of the station where the shooting 
took place. 

SWORN by the above named Hugh ) 
Haldane Thomson at Reigate in ) 	HUGH H. THULISON 
the County of Surrey this 	 Capt. R.A. 

25th day of May 1945 

Before me, 
THORi!;LL 

A Commissioner for.Uaths. 

2. 
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IN THS MATTSR OF TW MURDSR OF 
PILOT OFFIOSR UUTSRBRIDGS AT A 
RAILWAY STATION NEAR RIMINI UN 
1st MAY 1943 

Copy 

AFFIDAVIT 

- of 

CAPTAIN HUGH H. THOMSON, R.A. 

THS TREASURY SULL:ITOR. 
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IN THE LATTER of :. 

The murder of Pilot Officer Outerbridge at a 
railway station near Rimini on 1st May, 1943. 

A F t I D A V I T. 

I, No.121720 Lieutenant CHARLF3 PAULETT CHALbERLIB, 
new at R.A. Depot, Woolwich and with a private address at 
Higher Kempstone, Clitheroe, Lanes, make oath and say as 
rollows 

1. 	I was captured near El Adem on June 6th 1942 after 
passing through Tmini, Derna and ilarce. I was flown from 
Benghazi to Lecci in Italy arriving about 16th June, 1942. 
After about 6 weeks at a transit Camp at Bari I was at 
Camp No.21 at Chieti from early August, 1942 to let Lay, 
1943. 

On 1st May, 1943, a number of officers were moved from 
Chieti to Camp No.49 at Fontanellato. In the carriage in 
which I travelled were a number of officers of whom I remember 
Lieutenant Lawton, Lieutenant Thomson (now I believe Captain 
Thomson), Lieutenant Pitchford and Pilot Officer or Flying 
Officer Outerbridge, who had been I think with the R.A.F. in 
Lalta. 

3. Outerbridge told us that he proposed to escape wheever 
the opportunity offered itself. We tried to dissuade him 
from making his attempt in the day time and as he appeared 
to become quieter I thought he was going to leave his 
attempt until it was dark. 

4. I remember his going out into the corridor but I do not 
remember him making any attempt or say that he had done so 
or nearly done so. 

b. 	At first there was no guard in our carriage bu'; 
Outerbridge asked to have the window open and the guard in 
the corridor would not permit it. A little later the Italian 
guard officer came along and permitted the window to be 
opened but posted a guard in the corner seat between OuterbridA,p 
and the window. I did not know the guard's name though later 
I understood that it was Papantanio. 

6. 	After a time thisguard left the compartment and another 
. guard took his place 	was a little table to the com- 

partment underneath the window and the guard had his legs 
under this table. About 3 o'clock in the afternoon I had 
been dozing and the train, which had stopped, started up and 
the jolt waked me. I saw Outerbridge's feet disappearing 
through the window. The guard, whose legs had been under 
the small table, which no doubt prevented him stopping 
Outerbridge, got to his feet and fired a shot out of the 
window. I was unable to see Outerbridge as he had run towards 
the back of the train and my seat was facing the engine. It 
was at a station that was wired and Outerbridge had not been 
able to pass the wire and he had therefore run back along 
the platform. When the guard fired, one of the officers, I 
think Pitchford, knocked up the rifle so that the shot went 
into the air and the guard was unable to fire another shot 
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as we prevented him operating the bolt of the rifle. 
I saw Papantanio run down the corridor when the train 
stopped very quickly. 1 heard more shots, some five or 
six. 

7. 	The guard who had been in the corridor, and Papantanio 
was interrogated in our carriage by an Italian officer. I 
did not understand sufficient Italian to follow this but 
Lawton, wilo spoke Italian, told us of the interrogation 
from which it appeared that Papantanio had suspected or 
guessed that Outerbridge proposed to escape and had changed 
places with another guard in order to avoid any personal 
trouble. He was reprimanded for not reporting his suspicion 
and so probably preventing the attempt. 

U. 	I also heard that Outerbridge had been carried on to 
the train and had died shortly afterwards, with five or six 
bullets in him. We heard that Outerbridge had been brought 
down by the first shot and that he had been fired at several 
times when lying on the ground. I do not know whether it 
was Papantanio who fired the shot which brought him down. 
It appeared clear however that it was Papantanio who had 
fired the subsequent shots which were quite unnecessary as 
Outerbridge could not move. 

g. 	IJE:1 all gave signed statements when we reanhsd 
Fontanellato and the senior 6ritish Officer D Burgh would 
know where these went. 

SW0iiN at 

in the 	 of 
this 	 day of 
19 45 

rsef 0 re me, 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 
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IiV iiix; nAma 02 

The murdar of Pilot °Moor 
Uuterbridge at a railway 
station near Rimini on 1st 
Liay 1943 

AFFIDA v 11 

. of . 

Lieutenant G.V. 	 R.A. 

JR.1 
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PARTICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT 
11 

10 REPORT . Reference Enclo. to 1013/4360 . 25.11.43 

Report on the death of P/O Outerbridge by Lt. E.A. Lawton 

2. AFFIDAVIT of Wilfred Prioe (British National Office) sworn 
29th June 1948. 

Mr. Price interviewed Lt. Lawton and prepared the 
Affidavit at No.3. Before this could be sworn Lt. Lawton 
was killed in action. 

3. AFFIDAVIT prepared for swearing by Lt. E.A. Lawton (exhibited 
to No.2). This gives (para.7) the history of the occurrence. 
Lt. Lawton was an eye witness of the final killing of 
Outerbridge by accused. 

4. AFFIDAVIT of Captain H.H. Thomson, R.A., sworn 25th Lay, 
1948. 

Capt. Thomson was in the same carriage as Outerbridge 
and Lawton and confirms Lawton's evidence. He, himself, 
could not see Outerbridge when shot, presumably as he was 
on the wrong side of the carriage. He was told by Lawton 
of the facts as Lawton heard from on the Italian Interroga. 
tion of Aooused No.2. 

5. AFFIDAVIT of Lt. C.P. Chamberlin, R.A. 

This is in process of being sworn, and is expected to 
be available shortly. 

It confirms the previous affidavits. 

Copies of these documents attached. 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 

ap, 
(Under this heading should be inclndcd the view taken as to (a) the degree of 

responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
comniitted on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by antinn iI y or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence:. 
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

If the facts alleged are established, the shooting of 
Outerbridge by accused No.2 constitutes War Crime Wo.i, Murder, 
or alternatively No.xxix, Ill-treatment of a prisoner of war. 

Article 2 of the Geneva Convention, 1929, enacts that 
prisoners of war should be humanely treated and protected, and 
that measures of reprisal against them are forbidden. Article 46 
prohibits (inter alia) all forms of cruelty whatsoever. Article 54 
enacts that imprisonment is the most severe punishment which may 
be inflicted on a prisoner of war. 

RESPONSIBILITY. 

The responsibility of Accused No.2 would be direct, and 
Accused No.1 would be prima facie responsible for the conduct of 
the guards on the train, the rules prevailing during the journey 
and the enforcement thereof. 

It appears from the evidence that Outerbridge had in fact 
escaped from the train while it was moving. The fact that he was 
shot and wounded4 by a guard is not thought to be a war crime. The 
guard was entitled to stop him and did so without killing him. 

Accused No.2, whether or not he fired the shot which wounded 
Outerbridge, was then see to fire several shots into him and he 
died shortly afterwards. This cannot be justified as Outerbridge 
had been prevented from escaping, had surrendered, and there was 
no need at all to fire further. It app e ars that Accused No.2 had 
suspected an attempted escape and was reprimanded for not reporting 
this position and so preventing any blood shed at all. 

DEFENCES. 

It does not seem possible, if the evidence is accerted that 
accused No.2 could plead self-defence or provocation. Accused No.1 
will doubtless plead that Acoused No.2 acted outside the scope of 
his authority as it could hardly be possible that the guards had 
orders to shoot to kill when a prisoner of war was already unable 
to move. 

COMPLETENESS OF CASE. 

The case seems reasonably complete. The evidence of Lawton 
although he is now unfortunately dead is confirmed in several 
particulars by Thomson and by Chamberlin. 

Enquiries are proceeding particularly as to the official 
enquiry spoken of in Lawton's first report . 1 in Particulars of 
Evidence and in Chamberlin's affidavit No.5 in Particulars of 
Evidence. Efforts will also be made to trace the Officer in command 
of the train. It has not proved possible to identify Lt. Pitchford 
(or Pritchford) as yet, nor has Col de Burgh been available, though 
it is not thought he could add very much to the evidence already to 
hand. 
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1. Tonce 414L,L.c_p_3 	 — 5. 



(1) Oolonello Franoesoo TURCO,  Commandant of 

Camp No, 62, Bergamo, 	to whioh the Working Can 

was attached. 	  
) Name, Rank and 

(2) 	 Adjutant 	or Seoond in Command at 	)-Unit at present 
Camp No.62 Bergamo 	)..Unknown. 	 

(3) 	Tenente. L.uigo PACIFICO, Commandant 	  
of iorking Camp at Falokets Factory,  
	Seeto San Giovanni. 

(4) Adjutant or Second in Command at ) 
  	the said Working Camp 	 )Nantes, 	ranks  

)and units at 
(5) 	Officer and other ranks in charge )present unknown. 
	of 	prisoners of 	war working-at 	the) 	  

Factory  

Over a period at present undefined - at least during.  
February and March 1943. 

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

At the Working Camp at Faloke's Factory, Seaton San 

Giovanni (attached to Camp No.62 at Bergamo) 

No.xxix Ill-treatment of prisoners of war. 

Breaches of the 3 va Conve-tion, 19 	(Prisoners 
of War), Articles 	10, 1?5, 17, 29, 	40, 46, 54, 
56 and 61. 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

Under English Law:- 

Assault. 

(For the Use of the Secretarial)  

-,iiegistered Number. 

	1.262 tw.14.1. 1. .. . 
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Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

. A AV 19P 

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 
UNITED KINGDOM 	CHARGES AGAINST 	ITALIAN 	WAR CRIMINALS 

CHARGE No. UK - 	114.* 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

Over a period at present undefined, but at least during 
February and March, 1943, the Working Camp at Falcke's Factory, 
Sesto San Giovanni, was conducted in a mariner contrary to the 
provisions of the Geneva Convention, 1929, relative to 
prisoners of war. 

TRANSM ITTED BY 

*Insert serial number under which the case is registered in the files of the National Office of the accusing state. 

(.052) 	wt.1'.1:1. ,  1120 	:,00 	1 t{ 	:'. 	F.W.I.t 1. 	(p.685 

	

v.1130 5,000 	t t 



Page 2 

PARTICULARS OF ALLEGED CRIME 2232 

 

During the period February and karch 1943 and 
possibly longer, the Working Camp at Faicke's Factory, 
Seeto San Giovanni, which was attached to Camp No.62 at 
Bergamo, was conducted in an improper manner, and in 
particular in that ;. 

The accommodation provided was inadequate as to 
sanitary and washing facilities. There was excessive 
overcrowding and facilities for exercise and recreation 
were also inadequate. 

Red Cross parcels were withheld from distribution for 
some time after arrival, and on distribution liquid and 
perishable foodstuffs were issued without the containers 
in which they had arrived. 

Obstacles were put in the way of the prisoners 
communicating with the Protecting Power. 

The food rations were insufficient, and diminished 
progressively. 

Prisoners were engaged on work prohibited or suspected 
of being prohibited, and on refusal so to engage were 
imprisoned without trial in unhygienic conditions and 
denied exercise. They were also chained. 
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Ir.TH7 MATT7R OF: 
The breach of Article 31 of the Geneva Convention 1029 
(forbidding the employment of prisonors of war in work 
having a direct connection with the operations of the 
war) at a working camp at 3osto San Giovanni near Bergamo 
during February, 1947 

AFFIDAVIT 

A, No.5252417 Lance corporal G7oRG7 7DWARD  PT3AleeN of The 
Worcenterehire Regiment attacheq to 11 Battalion, South Staffordshire 
Regiment of Aohridge Park Camp, Berkhamsted, Hertferlehire with 
permanent aldrene at 55 Creneett Lane, Brockmoor, Brierley Hill 
Staffordshire make Oath and say 9.3 follows : 

1. I was capturod and taken prisoner of war at Tobruk on the 21st 
June 1242. I wao moved thence to Benghaz on the 20th Juno 194 
where I remained for three weeks to a month. I war) then shipped to 
Brindisi aed entrained for Camp ro.-'5 at =3ari which I reached during 
the latter half of July 1242. A fortnight or ao later I was transfer-
red to Camp !To.54 Fara where I remained until CnA February 1247. On 
the day following, I wan tranoferred t' a working car r at ..;ea to San 
Giovanni where I remained until the 2n.l. April 1247. The latter can 
ie aeeociated with Camp No.A2 Bereamo. 

2. On the 2nd April 1247 T eacapel from Sesta ;3a Giovanni  but wee 
recaptured at Como the following lay and returned to that Came. fln 
my return there I was transferred to Cane No.S2 Bergamo  where I 
remained unt! the Camp broke up on 10th September 1943 in consequerce 
of the invaeien of Italy. I reached Switzerland in :.larch 1944- and 
was thence repatriated on 24th October, 1°47. 

The working camp at 6esto San Giovanni wan billeted on a large 
factory which was owned, T. believe, by A.F.La Falck. 

4. The geeeral living conditions were very fair. Our billets were 
equipped with running water and water closets and the food (which was 
supplied through the factory canteen) wee adequate. 

5. Within about a week of rry arrival there were approximately 250 
prisoners of war (British an-1 South Africans) in my billet. 

A. 	It was customary for prisoner:: of war to be detailed to work 
in the factory. I recall that en one occasion about 17 prisoners 
refused to work in the factory as detailed ao they suspected that the 
work on which they wore enraeed had a direct connection with the 
operations of the war. These man wore put in chains (i.e. "dog-
chains" were fastened t their wris ts) and they were put in the 
Italian guard-roorr during meal...Almon (viz: at 12.30 and 6 p.7. for 
two hours at a stretch). Nfter such periods of detention they got 
their mealy (that is half the double working ration). 

7. 	,Pter a week the last, of tines° 17 objectors resumed work in the 
factory. The objector:3 incluled Corporal Hill (Royal Tank Corps or 
Regiment) L/Opl. Wilkineen R.A. and Private Muirhart(?) of queene 
Own Cameron Hiehlanders wheels home addreae was, I thin': in Glaseow. 
These throe persons ultimately reached Switzerland and are presumable,' 
now repatriated. 

R. 	11-diet I was at Seat° "San Giovanni there was 
general diesatin- 

faction among the prisoners on account of their being unable to get 
into touch with the Red Groee Authoritiee. 

9. 	Except ao otherwise herein stated I know of no tnforrnation of 
ill-treatment of prisoners of war at Scan to San Giovenni. 

smR17 at 21 Old Queen Street ) 
in the City of Westminster 	) 
this 15th day of May 1245 

Before me, 
11711B7,RT DAT/I7S. 

A Comminsioner for flatho. 

2r04.1UPN. 
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21'_7 !!ATTT._;R 02 : 

TIle breach of Article T1. ')f the 
Geneva Convention 1929 (forbidding 
the employment of prisoners of we.: 
in work having a Airect connection 
with the operations of the war) 
at a working camp at Sept° San 
Giovanni near Bergamo during 
February 1n4?3 

;:PFIDAVIT 

— of — 

5252417 Lance/Corporal GORGE 
T3DWARD P7ARSON 

TR7ASUPY SOLICITOR. 
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IN TR.-  MATTIM OF : 

The ill-treatment of prisoners of war and broaches 
of the Geneva Conventions, 1929, at a working carp 
at Falck's Factory, Sesto San Giovanni (attached 
to Camp No.S2, Bergamo) during February and larch 
1947 

AFFIDAVIT 

I, No. 2A9P719 Lance-Sergeant KEN1I7TH JOHN MELLON of 
Training Battalion Scote Guards, Pirbright Camp, near Brookwood, 
Surrey, with a permanent address at 70 Thirlmero Street, 
Wallasey, Chenhire, make Oath and say as followo :- 

1. 	I wag captured and taken prisoner of war on 17ti, June 194!: 
at Rir7e1 Ridg, in the vicinity of Ye-lightebri7L7e. Stopping for 
a ehort while at places en route, I was taken to Juani Ben Adam, 
south of Tripoli, which I reached at the beginning of July 1942. 
After about 711 onthe there, I was removed to Tripoli Hospital, 
whence, after about a fortnight, 1 was taken by hospital ship to 
Naples and thence to Caserta Hospital. I remained at the latter 
hospital until the let January 1947, when I was transferred to 
Camp ro. 54, Fara Sabina, from which, after about a month, I was 
transferred to  a working  camp at Sesto San Giovanni. I remained 
there about five W091M, when I was taken totp_Yo. P2,_ Bergamo._ 
The Commandant of the working camp was a Tenente Luigo Pacifico. 

A converted warehouse in the factory precincts accommodated 
the prisoners of war (some 500 nen) who were at the working camp. 
This warehouse comprised a main room perhaps 20 yards x 30 yards 
and an adjoining room sore 10 yards x 15 yaels. There was an 
"exercise" yard in front of this building,. This yard was Some 
30 feet (sir ) x 10 feet. 

3. Wo slept in treble-tier beds which were lashed together 
in pairs to prevent their rocking. There was no space to pass 
between one peir of beds and the next, and the only means of 
access to the beds was from the front. The beds were ranged 
in rows (back-to-back, except round the walls) and the gangways 
bordering he fronts of the beds were about 2 feet wide. 

4. The sanitary and washing arrangements for the whole camp 
consisted of three water closets, six wash-basins with running 
water and, latterly, one tap and a concrete trough in the yard. 

5. We were placed on double (working) rations and we 
accordingly at first received 400 grammes of bread and 24 grammes 
of cheese each a day and a better type of skilly than that 
generally provided. We also had the usual ersatz coffee. These 
rations progressively dwindled while I was at the Camp. 

About two weeks or so after I arrived at this Camp, 
15 prisoners of war were detailed for work in the Factory which 
they refuled to do when they foual it was connected with 
Italian machinery and, apparently, with the Italian war effort. 
Included among these men were Corporal Hill (R.T.7.) Corp oral 
Chapman (R.T.R.) Lance-Corporal losworthy (R.T.7.) and Gunner 
Clarke (R,A,). 
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On their refueal, the fifteen non wore removeJ to e room 
which wan half undergrouna, had shortly before been use( 1 for 
stabling mules and had net wince been cleaneod. They had 
their wrinte chained for an hour the first day and the period 
of their chaining was inrroaeod by one hour eech succeeding 
day. They wore elan placed on single retiono and were 
deprived of all exorcise. After about eight days, there mon 
returnedto manual labour, but other priaonern of war were in and 
out of this room for the rent of the ti-0 I wen at the camp. 
Latterly, a prison of the air-raid shelter type wee built in 
the yard. 

When I firet arrived at this Camp, the Camp Loader wee 
Company Sergeant "a for Pauley (D.C.L.I.). He protested through 
tho Protecting Power by letter aeainst the work on which the 
prinonere of war wore engaged. No reply wac received, and when 
an officer (whonn name I believe wae Terripier) visited uo from 
the Protecting Power while we were at Camp No. n, Bergamo, he 
informed un that ho had not been allowed to visit tho working camp 
at -Seat° San Giovanni. 

O. 	For at leant the first 4N weeks I was at thie Camp, no Rod 
Cross percale were ieoued. At the end of this periol all senior 
ranks (including o.s.m. Pauloy) wore transferred to another Camp 
with the exception of C.3.. Coles, three Britinh noreeants 
(including myself) and threo South African Sergeanto. C.S.M. 
Color; then became Camp Leader and we six Sergeants became 
Section Loader°. C.S.M. Coles organised a etrike ac a result 
of the continuance of which he and we Section Leadere were 
arrested and removed to prison in a oell outoide Camp No. 62, 
Bergamo. Our arrest took place on the 113th or 19th March 1943. 

The grievancoe on account of which we 3-truck were :- 

(a) the absence of rod Cress parcel'. 

(b) dwindling ratione 

(c) the entire lack of recreational facilitico. 

(d) the feet that the work for which some of the prisoner° 
of war wore oryloyed (i.e. loading trucks with coal, iron, 
ehip t e components etc.) was too heavy, having regard to 
tho fool ration ileued. 

(e) a roneral aunpicion that the work on which acme of us 
wore engaged fell outside that on which prinoners of war 
could be lawfully employed. 

SWORN by the above named KENN7TH JOH1 
MELLON at 5 High Street, Woking in 	 K. J, F7LLo1! 
County of Surrey thie 29th day of May) 
1945 

Before me, 
W. BRYN DAVITS. 

A Commienioner for Oathz. 
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IN TH7 MATTER OF : 

The ill-treatmont of Prisonors 
of war and breaches or the 
Genova Conventions, 1929, at a 
working camp at Falckts Factory, 
Sosto San Giovanni (attached to 
Camp No.820  Bergamo,) during 
February and March 1q43 

AFFIDAVIT 

- cf - 

L/Sgt. K.J. MELLONS (Scots Guards) 

TIM TR7ASURY SOLICITOR. 
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IN TH7 :,1ATTER OF : 
The ill-treatment of Prisoners of war and breaches 
of the Geneva Conventions 1929, at a working camp at 
Falkels Factory, Sesto San Giovanni (attached to Camp 
Ne,82,Bergamo) during February and March 1943 

AFFIDAVIT 

I, No.5722197 Company Sergeant :la for WILLT_Al.! COLTS, aueents 
Royal Regiment attached ea Reception Camp, Pennweod, Penn Street, 
Amersham, Bucks, with a permanent address at No.fl 	Close, 
Dorchester, Dorset make Oath and say as follows :- 

	

1- 	I was captured and taken prisoner of war at al Alamein on 25th 
October 1942. T was taken to hospital at FA_ Adem, and was thence 
transferred two days later to Tohruk. After a day and night at 
Tobruk, I was taken by hospital ship to Naples where I arrived on 
the Ath November 1942. On my arrival, I was taken by ambulance to 
Caserta Hospital, whence I Itr,.8 transferred on 1st January 1943 to 
Camp NO.54, due east of Rome Fara Sabina. I remained at the latter 
camp the best part of a month arc'_ was then transferred to a working 
camp at Falck's Factory (oesto San Giovanni?) which wag attached to 
and some 20-25 kilometers distant from Camp re.A2, Bergamo. The 
Commandant of the working camp was Tenente Luige Pacifico. 

	

2. 	A converted warehouse in the factory precincts accommodation the 
prisoners of war (some 500 men) who were at the working camp. This 
warehouse comprised a main room perhaps 20 yards x30 yards and an 
adjoining room some 10 yards x 15 yards. There was an "exercise" 
yard in front of this building. This yard aas some AO feet in length 
and 10 feet in width. 

	

7, 	We slept ir treble-tier bode which were lashed together. in pairs 
to prevent their rocking. There was no space to pass between one 
pair of beds and the next, and the only moans of access to the beds 
was from the front. The beds were ranged in rows (back-to_back, 
except round the walls) and the gangways bordering the fronts of 
the beds were about 2 feet wide. 

4. The sanitary and washing arrangements for the whole camp 
consisted of three water- closets, six wash-basins with /awning 
water and, latterly, one tae and a concrete trough in the yard. 

5. We were placed on double (working) rations and we accordingly 
at first received 400 gmmmes of bread and 24 grammes of cheese 
each a day and a better type of skilly than that generally provided. 
We also had the usual ersatz coffee. These rations progreesively 
dwindled while I was at the camp. 

P. 	At the beginning of my second week at this camp, 15 prisoners 
of war Were detailed for work in the Factory which the: reftsed to 
do when they found it was connected with machinery and )  apparently 
with the Italian war effort. Included among these men were 
Corporal Hill (R.T.R.) and Corporal Chapman (R.T.R.) 0n their 
refusal, the fifteen men were removed to a room which was half 
underground, had shortly before been used for stabling 	and 
had not since been cleansed. They had their aeists cliained for an 
hour the first day and the period of their chaining was increased by 
one hour each succeeding day. They were also placed on single 
rations and were deprived of all exercise. After about oieht days, 
;,hose men returned to manual labour; but other pi-rio:.:s of war were 
in and out of this room for the rest of th time i was at the camp. 
Latterly, a prison of the edr-raid shelter type was built in the 
yard. 
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7. 	Pop at 1-ast the first four and a half weeks I wee at the 

Cam a, no Red Crnso parceln were icoued. At the and of thio periol, 
all senior ranke were transferred to another Camp, oxcol t myself, 
three British sergeants and three South African sergeantn. I then 
boonale Camp Leader and the six eergoants became Section Leader°. 
The reason for the removal of the other senior rank° wan their 
failure to quell the growing dinaffection among the prieonero of 
war caurod by ;- 

(a) the absence of Red Croon percale 
(b) dwindling rations 

ri) the entire lack of recreational facilities ) the fact that the work en which none of them were employed 
(i.e. loading trucks with coal, iron, ohipo' components etc.) 
wan too heavy, having reaard to the food rations ipeued. 

(0) their suepicion that the work anaigned to them fell outside 
that on which priconere of war could be lawfully employed. 

	

9. 	About a week after I had taken over the camp leadership, 
Red Crop° parcels were made available for distribution. Their 
contents (viz: jar', condensed milketc.) were removed from their 
containern and iouued to us in paper by the Italian gardn. A 
further issue of Rod Croon parcels became duo a week or fortnight 
after I became Camp Leader. The parcels were already in the Camp, 
but the Commandant (Tenente Pacifico) would not let me distribute 
them. When the parcels more about ton days overdue for distribution 
the commandant released then on the tern° that we returned all 
containers the following day. IZe were therefore again loft with 
perishable foodetuffn which we had to keep in paper ae boat we 
could. Then the next 133U0 of Red Crepe percale became due, the 
Commandant refused to issue them and' put no off with frivolous 
excuses. When then() parade had boon withhold some days, I toured 
the Factory and found men engaged on what I considered to be war 
work. Iancordingly spoke to the non and told them that in all the 
circunatancea I considered we should be justified in etrikinR. It 
wan therefore loft that none of us should go to werk the following 
day. Tenente Pacifico came round on the norrow to see why we were 
not at work and I informed him of our decision R-1 that we would 
resume work when our gatevancen were attendel to. l'acifice 
telephoned Colonel Turco, (the commandant of No. 6^ Camp, Berga7e) 
who cane down and ordered me to get the non back to work. Work =le 
not roouned and the following day Turcola Second in comaand (a 
Major whole name I do net know) visited the Camp and detailed ma to 
order the men back to work while he and the interpreter were present 
I :merely repeated the instructions z had been given and they were 
not conaliel with. The Second in Conmand continued to give me 
ultimatum° at short periods until finally on the 19th or lath -arch 

104', I save the men definite orders not to go to work. I was 
therefore arreeted by the CArabinieri who took me to Pacifico a 
office with the six Section Leaders. We wore placed under guard 
and our wriet° were chained. After shout 45 minute a, Pacifiao .r-

rived 	tool: the three South African sergeants outside. We 
1. 

not nee the7'1 aaain and within a short space I heard the prinonerc 
of war marching out to work. 

	

0. 	After 2vraher irterrnaation by Faeifico, I and the three 
British Sergeantu were taken by car to a cell outside Camp 110.6f?, 

Bergamo. 

SWORN by the above named William Coles ) 
at Weymouth in the county of Dorset 	 W. 00L73. 
7th day of June 

Before rie, 
7aT. 

A Commienioner for Oaths. 
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IN THS' MAT T.77: 07 

The ill-treatment of prisoneru 
of rar and breaches of the Geneva 
Convention31  19P0, at a working 
Camp at Falte'G Factory, :;eato 
San Giovanni (attached to Camp 
No.621  Bergamo) 'string February 
and 'larch lc)43 

AFFIDAVIT 

- of - 

0.5.M. W. COL2S (Queers Royal 
Regiment) 

TK T2ICA3URY SOLICITO7I, 



2241 

IN THE MATTER OF :- 

THE /LL-TREATMENT OF BRITISH PRISONERS OF WAR 
and BREACHES OF THE GENEVA CONVENTIONS 1929 
at CAMP No. A2 at BERGAMO DURING THE PERIOD 
JA? UARY TO SEPTEMBER, 1943 

AFFIDAVIT 

I, JAMES -MURRAY No. R3389A, Sergeant, at present 
stationed at 178 Field Regiment R.R.q. Gosforth, Newcastle 
with permanent home address 122, Princes Avenue, Watford, 
Herta, make Oath and say as follows :- 

1. I became a prisoner of war at Knightsbridge, North 
Africa, in June 1942, was sent to perm, thence to Sirte, 
thence to Suane Ben Adam and later wan shipped to Italy and 
arrived at Camp No. AA at Capua Italy in November 1942, and 
from there I was sent to Camp "oe 54 at Fara Sabina at 
about the New Year 1942/3 and stayedthere some three or 
four weeks. 

2. Towards the end of January 1943 (I cannot fix the 
exact date) I was sent from the said Camp at Fara Sabina to 
Milan,. I was sent there because the Italian Command at the 
said Camp knew that I was an engineer by profession. 	In 
Milan I was taken to the works of Falke Lombardo, Marine 
Engineers, (either Italian or Gorman owned) and ordered to 
work on machine laying. I refused on the grounds that it 
was the type of work which, under the Geneva Conventions 
1929, prisoners of war should not be forced to do. I was 
then sent from Milan to Camp' No. 82 at Bergamo. 

3. I was prisoner of war at Camp No. 82 at Bergamo from 
the end of January 1943 until the 9th September 1943, Colonel 
Turko Francesco was the Commandant there during that period. 
He behaved with great brutality. He had been informed that 
I had refused to work at Milan as aforesaid. In consequence 
on arrival I was jailed in an underground cell and kept 
there, without any sanitation and on starvation diet, for 
37 days as a punishment for suchrefusal. 

4. 	There was 
Major W. Coles 
the same cell. 
that he was so 

another prisoner of war, Company Sergeant 
of the Queens Regiment jailed with me in 
He was kept there 37 days and he told me 
jatled for refusing to work in a war factory. 

SWORN by the said JAMES MURRAY ) 
at Gosforth in the County of ) 
Northumberland the Oth day of ) 
June 1945 

JAMES MURRAY 

Before me, 
H. Soden Bird, 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 
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IN THE MATTER OF ILL-TREATMENT 
of BRITISH PRISONERSOF WAR 
and BREACHES OF THE GENEVA 
CONVENTIONS 1929 at Camp No. 
62 at BERGAMO during the 
period January to September 
1943 

AFFIDAVIT 

de of 

SERGEANT JAMES MURRAY 

... 

THE TREASURY SOLICITOR. 
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PARTICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT 

1. AFFIDAVIT of Lance 
May 1945. 

Corporal G.E. Pearson, sworn 15th 

2. AFFIDAVIT of Lance Sergeant K.J. Mellon, sworn 29th 
May 1945. 

3. AFFIDAVIT of C.S.M. W.Coles, sworn 7th June 1945. 

4. AFFIDAVIT of Sergeant J. Murray, sworn 6th June 1945. 

Copies of these documents are attached. 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 

(Under this heading; should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
feSponsihilit y of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence •
committed On the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence ; 
(c) whether the case appears to 1w reasonably complete.) 

If the facts set out in the Affidavits are established they 
constitute Crime No.xxix in the Tar Crimes List - l.11-treatment 
of prisoners of war. 

The Articles of the Geneva Convention referred to provide as follows:. 
No. 2. Requiring humane treatment and protection and forbidding 

reprisals. 
No.10. Making provision for accommodation, dormitorien etc. 
No.13. Requiring facilities for exercise 
No.17. Requiring the encouragement or intellectual and sporting pursuits 
No.29. Forbidding the employment of prisoners on work for which they 

are physically unfitted. 
No.31. Forbidding any work directly connectedwith operations of war. 
No.40. Regulating the examination of postal parcels and the preserva-

tion of any foodstuffs therein. 

No.46. Prohibiting corporal punishment and regulating the conditions 
of confinement, and forbidding cruelty. 

No.54. Providing that imprisonment is the most severe form of punish. 
ment which may be inflicted, and regulating its duration. 

No.55. Regulating the conditions of disciplinary sentences. 

No.61. Providing for proper trial before any sentence. 

RESPONSIBILITY: The primary responsibility for the conditions which 
prevailed throughout the Working Camp would appear to be that of 
the accused Nos.3 and 4; but the Working Camp was attached to Camp 
No.62 at Bergamo, and there is evidence to show that accused No.3 
referred to Acoused No.1 for instructions, and that the Working 
Camp was visited by both accused No.1 and accused No.2 in an 
official and advisory capacity. Accused No.5 are answerable only 
for their participation in the system of employing prisoners of war 
contrary to the provisions of Article 31 of the Convention. Prima 
facie all the accused have a case to answer. 

DEFENCES: Accused Nos.3, 4 and 5 (and possibly accused No.2) may 
Plead that they acted in strict compliance with orders given to 
them by the superiors. If this plea is accepted it is submitted 
that it would afford no defence to a criminal charge (i.e. under 
the national law or the War Crimes List), though it might be taken 
into account in mitigation. 

Accused Nos.l and 2 may plead that they did not know of the 
conditions which prevailed at Sesto San Giovanni, but as they in 
fact visited that Camp, and it was under their control, they should 
have been aware of the conditions, and must prima facie be held 
liable for the policy and methods employed there. 

COMPLETENESS OF CASE: There is some difference in the evidence 
given by Pearson and that given by Coles and Mellon, and further 
witnesses are being sought. Further evidence as to the nature of 
the work claimed to be prohibited is also being sought, though the 
description given by Coles in para.? of his Affidavit might be held 
to indicate the movement of warlike stores. The identity of the 
accused whose names are not yet known is being Bought. 

Accused No.1 is already notorious - compare charges UK - I/B 62 
and 63 - Comaieeiono references: 317/UK/It/50 and 817/UK/It/51. 

Sufficient evidence appears to be available to establish a 
strong case for the accused to answer. 
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An infantry Captain (whose name is as yet unknown 

who esoorted Captain  E.H.B.Imbert.Terry and Cartain 

J. Verney  from the rrisoner  of  war chnp at Aighero, 
Sardinin to the Nav-1 Barracks at La Maddalena and 

had charge of them there in August 1943. La Maddalena 
is a Small place on a small island of the same name 
a few miles. north of Sardinia. 

This accused is known'to have been a schoolmaster 	.a 
	there—in.  peace time. 
(.2.) 	 SCIO0A, 	 Lieutenant. 	  

Unit unknown, but believed to belong  to a corps which 
I 

	escorted and guarded prisoners of war. He was at  the 
Naval Barracks, La Maddalena, in August 1943.  

August 1943. 

La Maddalena on the island of the same name which is 
a few miles north of Sardinia. 

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translattil.) 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

No.xxix. Ill.treatment of prisoners of war. 

Breach of the laws and usages of war and in particular 

of Article 2 of the Geneva Convention, 1929, relative 

to the treatment of prisoners of war. 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

s. 

(For the Use of the Secretariat) 

Registered Number. 

,2t 3l ut0-1(. 
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Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

11—  

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 

	UNIT'D KINGDOL 	 ....CHARGES AGAINST 
	

ITALIAN. 	WAR CRIMINALS 

CHARGE No.  UK — 	121.* 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

Two British Officer prisoners of war escaped from the Naval 
Barracks at La Maddalena. They were recaptured and taken back to 
the barracks where they were beaten up by carabinieri and guards 
in circumstances which show that this was done with the knowledge 
of both'accused and on the orders of one or other of them. 

TRANSM 1TTED BY 

• • 	. 

• Ins2rt serial number under which the case is registered in the fibs of the Natio:).0 Office of the accusing State. 

(4635') 	 I ICU 	:,00 1 14 A.& E.W.Lt I. Cp.685 
.00 344 (26924) 	%\ 1. 1' 1' 1 . 
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A month after their capture in Sardinia Captain Verney 
and Captain Imbert-Terry were taken to the Naval 3arracks at La 
Laddalena under the escort of an Italian Captain whose name is 
not yet known. There they found about thirty other rank prisoners 
from their own unit in the charge of the accused, Lieutenant 
Scioca 

Captain Verney and Cartain Imbert-Terry escaped but wore 
recaptured and brought back to the barracks where they were net by 
a crowd of Italian sailors, civilians and carabinieri together 
with the Italian captain and Lieutenant Scioca, both of whom were 
excited and angry. They were taken to a large room followed by 
the crowd. After the Italian captain had ordered everyone else 
out of the room except two carabinieri and two Italian soldiers 
he and Lieutenant Scioca left the room. The four guards then 
proceeded to beat up captain Verney and Captain Imbert_Torry 
kicking them and using their rifle butts. They were refused 
permission to go outside to a latrine although Cartain Imbert- 
Terry was suffering from dysentery. 	They received no food or 
water for fourteen hours. Lieutenant Scioca came in to 7l oat 
over them the morning after they had been beaten up. They were 
despatched by destroyer to Italy later that day. 
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U THE LATTE1, 	:. 

the. beating urn of Major J. Verney, R.A.C. and Captain 
Imbert-Terry, Coldstrear Guards, at La Laddelena, 
i;ardinia. 

British National Office Charge no. 
Unitcd Nations War Crimes Commission Refeeence: 

A r• 

I, P/132220 Captain EDWARD HEI;I:i c0LYTIFR ILL)ERT.TERRY, Coldstream 
+ivards with permanent home address at Strete Ralegh, Exeter, Devon, 
make oath and say as follows :- 

1. While serving with $.a. G. 1st :7,.7) A 1 a..a. I was taken pris.oner in Sardinia 
approximately 16th July 1)43. I remained in Sardinia a month and about 
16th August 1943 I and five other officers among whom was i-ajor J. 
Verney, R.A.C. v: re removed from a temporary carp at Alghero, Sar1inia, 
to an Island known as La Maddelena. We were in the charge of an Italian 
captain and a party of two carabinieri and other soldiers who escorted 
U8 and we were taken to naval barracks at La Laddelena. 

2. La Laddelena is a small island two or three miles wide situated 
immediately north of Sardinia and in sight of Sardinia. 

3. On our arrival at the naval barracks at La Maddelena we found SOE0 
thirty other rank prisoners from our unit who were in the charge of an 
Italian Lieutenant named Scioca. 

4. Three or four days later Lajor Verney and myself escaped but were 
captured and brought back to the barracks after two or three hours. Te 
were taken into the barracks. There wewere met by the aforesaid Italian 
captain and Lieutenant Scioca. The latter spat deliberately in our faces. 
The Captain and Scioca were furiously excited and very angry. Wc were 
taken into a large room accompanied by the carabinieri .;oldiera and 
several members of the general public. After some delay the captain 
ordered everyone outside except the carabinieri and the two soldiers. 
He and ..-Jcioca then left. 

5. The two carabinieri and the two soldiers put _"..on two mattresses 
and ordered us to lie on them. Two kept us covered with their rifles 
and the other two began kicking and hitting us and beating us with 
rifles. They continued to do this for about a quarter of an hour. When 
we asked to go to the latrine this provOked another onslaught. They told 
us we would be shot in te morning. At the time I was Suffering from 
dysentry and Major Verney had a weak bladder. One of the carabineri 
kicked Major Verney in his private parts. I was able to ward off most 
of the blows of the rifles without suffering rore than bruises on my 
arms. 'Major Verney was also able to ward off most of the blows from 
the rifles but he was repeatedly kicked about the legs and body. V!e were 
then left in the room for about twelve hours. 

6. The next morning Lieutenant Scioca came and saw us. We were in a 
distressed condition. Lieutenant Scioca was obviously gloating at us 
and smi;ing at our condition. \'e asked him if we could go outside to 
the latrine. Although he was clearly amused at our pliFllt he did not 
reply and left us. We received no food or water for fourteen hours from 
the time that we were beaten up. About 1 aP0 hours the same day we were 



2249 

taken before two naval captains and two hours later we 
were taken on a destroyer to Italy. We understood that a 
carabineri captain had arrived to take over from the former 
captain in charge who had been relieved of his duties as escort 
t prisoners. 

7. Lieutenant Scioca was, I understood, always engaged upon escorting 
prisoners of war and I believe ho belonged to a Corps whose duties 
involved tile escorting and care of prisoners. He was not a carabineri 
officer. He was about 5 ft. 9 ins tall, thin, rat faced, dark, with 
sunken eyes, slight in bui7d and his age would be about 30. i°rom his 
pleased demeanour when he visited us after our beating up I was quite 
convinced that he knew all about it. 

8. The captain who brought us from Alghero was aged about 45, 
about 5 ft. 6 ins. tall, rather wizzened appearance. I understand 
that in peace time this captain was a local schoolmaster in the 
island of La Laddelena. I think he was an infantry officer and not 
carabineri. 

g. before we were beaten up by the carabineri from the demeanour 
of the Captain and Lieutenant Scioca and from the way in which they 
spoke to the carabineri and ordered the public to leave the room I 
was convinced that both these Italian officers knew that the carabineri 
were going to give us a beating, if in fact they had not themselves 
ordered this to take place. I could identify both the said captain 
and Lieutenant Scioca if I were to see them again. Lieutenant Scioca 
was on the, destroyer which took usto Italy. 

SWOhN by the said Edward Henry loUhier ) 
Imbert..Terry at 6 Spring Gardens in the) 	E.H.b. ILIERT—TERRY 
City of Westminster this 21st day of 	) 
June 1945 

before me, 

G. 
Lajor 
Legal Staff. 

Lilitary Department, Office of 
the Judge Advocate General. 
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• • 69581 Major J. VJe.iUSL 

Ailout 16 Aug 1943, I, and 5 other officers or the Special Boat 3qn, 
who had been taken PW in 3ARDINIA, were moved from a temporary camp at 
ALGEERO to the Naval Barracks at LA _ADDALEFA, prior to being taken across 
by boat to ITALY. 	Je were escorted by an Italian Captain, a small wizened 
wan who was in peacetime a schoolmaster at LA 170attLENA, and 4 Carabinieiri, 
also Sardinians. 

In the 1;aval Barracks at LAM.ADDALLU we found our other ranks, 
about 30, who were being escorted by a young Lieut. SCIOCA (pronounced "shocker") 
and some carabinieri. 	,;ClOCA, I believe, was an officer in the Carabinieri 
and came from the mainland. 

On the ngith of the 18/19 Aug (the date may be a day or two out 
either wad ) Capt. E. IlaMT-T&TIRY, Coldstream Guards, and I escaped. We were 
recaptured later that night putting out to sea in a boat and brought back 
to the Barracks. 

We were met in the barracks by a waiting crowd of sailors, civilians 
and Carabinieri, among them our escorting Caitain and Lieut. SCIOCA. 	The 
latter spat deliberately in our faces. 

The Captain and SCIOCA were furiously excited. Muttering something 
about "You'llssoon take that grin off" they left us to the Carabinieri. 
The general public was ordered outside. The Carabinieri made us lie on the 
floor and then covering us with pistols and rifles, began kicking and hitting 
us about - only for a quarter of an hour or so, though it seemed longer. 
They told us we would be shot in the morning. When we asked to be allowed to 
go to the latrine, it provoked another onslaught. IMBERT-TERRY had 
dysentry and I a weak bladder. Much to the satisfaction of the Carabinieri 
we lay on the floor for the next 12 hours in a most unpleasant mess. 
Lieut. SCIOCA came to gloat at us in the morning. We asked him if we could 
go outside. 	Be jeered and left us. 

We were eventually released from this ordeal by some Naval Intelligence 
officers, come to interrogate us on our escape and who were deeply shocked at 
our treatment. 

Later that day we were taken to ITALY by destroyer. 	Our Ca2tain, as 
a result of the disgrace incurred by our escape, was replaced by a different 
officer and. we left him in :ADDALENA 

I an sure he is a bad schoolmaster, who in the interest of Anglo-Italian 
relations in the coming generation, should be removed. 

(Sgd) J. Verney, Major. 

A 
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PARTICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT 
	2251 

Contained in the affidavit of Cnrtain 	Imbert. 
Terry and the signed. statement of Yi.jor J. Verney. 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 
	 2252 

(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed.on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision (b) the probable defence ; 
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

Although neither of the Italian officers waspre9ant at 
the beating up of these two prisoners, it seems clear from the 

It
that this was done with their knowledge and approval. 

/t may be that Lieutenant Scioca will claim that the Captain 
*as his superior officer and is alone responsible. In view of 
Lieutenant Scioca`s conduct throughout and his demeanour after. 
wards it is submitted that he cannot escape responsibility. 

Though few details of the Italian captain are available it 
may well be possible to trace him since he was a schoolmaster in 
La Maddalena in peace time. La Maddalena is quite a small place 
and enquiry will be made accordingly. 

There are no other witnesses. 
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f,  71 1945 

MD/JAG/F5/42/55 (2B) 

British National Office No: UK - 	40A 

United Nations War Crimes Comission Reference: 

1294/UK/IT/64 

ADDENDUM 

IN THE MATTER OF 

Ill-treatment of, and unlawful wounding of, 
and assault upon British Prisoners of War at 
the time of a mass escape through a sewer pipe 
from Camp No. 66 at Capua Italy on the 27th 

January 1943 

An amendment of the list of accused is necessary consequent upon 

a report from the Judge Advocate General (see his letter of the 4th 

December 1945 to the Treasury Solicitor ) Any a copy of which is 

attached hereto). 

FURTHER NOTE ON THE CASE  

The list of accused herein should be amended to read as follows:-

1. Col. NICOLETTIGuglielmo: Comandant of the said camp at the date 

in question. 

CaptainFERRAUpiovanni(Infantry)-orother,Adjutant or second 
A 

in command of the said camp at the date in question. 
/- 

Officers and other ranks concerned in the assaults and ill-treatment 

at the said camp at the date in question including:- 

Pante DE CICCO Miohele, one of the guards on duty at the time 

of the attempted escape in question. 



4 

COPY 2255 

   

THE JUDGE ADVOCATE GENERAL, 
Spring Gardens, 

Cockspur Street, 
London, S.d. 1. 

4 December 1945. 
MD/JAG/FS/42/55(2B) 
CONFIDENTIAL  

The Treasury Solicitor, 
Storey's Gate, 
St. James's Park, 
London, S.N. 1.  

ITALIAN 4AR CRIMES 
UK/IB 40A - Mass escape through sewer pipe 
from Camp 66 CAPUA on 27 January 1943  

1. I have received a communication from WAG, GHQ, 
CMF, who states that the Italian dossier on the above 
incident is now in his possession. 

2. This dossier discloses the name of the Cornmanoant 
as Colonel NICOLETTI Guglielmo and of the guard who 
give the alarm by "firing a shot into the air" as 
Fante DE CICCO Michele. Both these Italians have 
been circulated as wanted persons. 

3. No doubt you will take the necessary steps to 
amend the charge in the names of the accused. 

(Sgd) 

Colonel, 
for Military Deputy, 

J.A.G. 
CB/SWD 



	

Oolonello_Aah111e-BONITOI.OLIVA (Infantry) 	 
Commandant of Camp. 

-- .(2)-  Capitano Giovanni FERRARI (Infantry) 
	Adjutant or second in command of camp. 

	(3) Officers and other ranks concerned in the 
assaults. (Names ranks and Units at present 

unknown) 

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

• 27th January 1943 	  

At and near camp No4A8 at Oapua. 	  

Not-xxix Ill-treatment of Prisoners of War 

Breaches 	of Articles 2, 4S and 54 of the Geneva 
Convention 1929 relating to the treatment of 
Prisoners of War. 

Uhder English Law :- 

Unlawful wounding and assault. 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions - of 
national law. 

(For the Use of the Secretariat)  

Registered Number. 

2256 
Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

13 	:5  

p. 

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 

	

UNITED KINGDOM CHARGES AGAINST 	 ITALIAN 	WAR CRIMINALS 

CASE No. 	mc. 	401. 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

On 27th January 1943 at and near Clamp P.G. SS at Oapua a 
number of British Prisoners of War, recaptured on an attempted 
escape, were mal-'treated and wounded by Italian guards whose 
names, ranks and units are at present unknown. 

TRANSMITTED BY 	  

   

• • • • 	.... 	• • 

    

• Insert serial number under which the case is registered in the flies of the National Office of the accusing State. 

(2g655) Wt.P 252 4 5,()00 5'1.7. A.& E.W.Ltd. Gp.685 



2257 
',AN - FILE:1 \Ns or ALLE( .,E1) 

On 27th January 15)43 a number of British Prisoners of War 
Oamp p.G.86 at Oapua planned to escape by crawling down a 

sewer which ran from inside the camp in the direction of Oapua. 
A number got clear, but the alarm was given while many prisoners 
, ere in tho sower and on their surrender they were violently 
assaulted, at least two were bayonetted and ono was shot through 
the ankles. They were threatened with shooting and imprisoned. 
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IN THE MATTER OF : 

The ill-treatment of Prisonere of war and breaohes of 
the Geneva Conventions 1929 at Camp No v.86 at Capua on 
the ocoasion of an attempted escape in February 1943 

AFFTDAVIT 

I, No.7348754 private LYNDnIe HARRY HUWIES, R,A.M.C., now at 
No.1 Depot, Boyce Barrack!), Alierehot, Hants 	with a private 
address at 10 Bloomfield Terrace, Swansea, South :Vales, r3al7o Oath 
and say ae 	:- 

1- 	I was captured at Depienne, near Tunie, on 3rd December 1942, 
and was shortly after flown via Sicily to Naple3, and arrive:'. at 
Camp ro.PA at Capua on Ath December 194e. 

2. 	About February 1945 none 20 nr  30 prisoners of war, of whom I 
was one, planned to attempt an escape from the camp. There wag a 
pipe about 4 feet in diameter extending for about half a mile from 
ineide the camp to Capua. This pipe was riot inuee, and it may have 
been intended for n sewer. There were manholes at *Intervals, one of 
which was in No.2 Compound in the carer, and otere outeide the camp 
could be seen at Intervale of about 200 yarels. 

7* 	The men attempting to escape were led by two sereants, one of 
whom was Sergeant Crozier of the Second Paratroop Battalion, to 
which I had boon attached. Other names i remember were Sergeant 
Heslop and my own particular friend, Private Dennis White, of 
Second Paratroop Battalion. 

4. The original plan was to form up alengsde the but after dark, 
and the two sergeants were acing eo go along the pipe and escape at 
the far end. We would. fellow at two-minute intervals. 

5. Word must have got round in the canp of the attempt, and a 
large number joined in and got into the pipe before the original 
party, but after the two sergeants. The pipe got choked with men, 
and thou:741 the two sergeants did escape at the far end some of the 
men came up through the earlier manholes, and in particular one 
only 15 yards from one of the guarde. 

The guards, discovering what was happening, went to either end 
of the pipe, end the ones at tho Capua end started firing along the 
pipe. I do not know if any challenee wan given. The guards at the 
manhole in N0.2 Compound waited fcr the men to come out there. No 
doubt they also guarded the other manholes, but this I cannot tell 
for oartain. Tt was naturally pitch dark in the tunnel, and not 
easy to find the manholes. 

5. 	1 had got into the pipe and gone about 15 yards when the fir- 
ing etarted. I and all the men round about got back quickly, and 
I myself got out of the pipe at the place I had entered in before 
any of the guards had arrived at the oat') end of the pipe. Many of 
us therefore, got back to our huts. When the guards did arrive at 
the camp end of the pipe I believe there were about 15 men still 
in the pipe. 

6. I did not see any of the wounded men, but the news of what had 
happened spread rapidly about the camp, and fro; this I heard, 
though I cannot remember the name of anyone who told me, that 
several men were wounded by the firing in the pipe, and others were 
wounded with bayonets and rifle butte on coming out into the com-
pound. These were bayonetted in the buttocks and hit on the head 
with the rifle butts. All of them were put in detention cells. 

7* 	Whilst I was in Caserta Hospital I was told that some of the 
wounded from this incident were in the hospital, but they were in 
a different wing from the one I wee in. 

8. 	The two sergeants who led get out into the village, but were 
captured some six hours later. They were put in a detention cell, 
and I understood from Sergeant Crozier,whom I met laterat Camp No. 
70 at Monturano,that he been in the cell for about 30 days. 

SWORN at Aldershot in the county of) 
Hants this 71st day of May 1945 L,H. HUGHES. 	A Commissioner )Beforo me, J.T.COGGINS. for Oaths. 
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IN THE MATTER OF :- 

The ill-treatment of Prisoners 
of war and breaches of th,3 
Geneva Conventions 1920 at Oamp 
Nose at Capua on the ocoanion of 
an attempted escape in February 
1043 

AFFIDAVIT 

- of - 

LYNDON HARRY HUGHES 

THE TREASURY SOLICITOR0 
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IN TFT MATT7RS OP :- 

(a) The wounding of I:rivate Perkins et Camp No. 66 
at Capua on or aeeut the 25th January 1943 

(b) Th3 wounding of Sergeant Hunt at Camp No.sS at 
Capua on or abeleG thrl 	h January 1047 

The aooault on ami ill-treatment of and breaches of 
the Geneva Conventions 1029 with regard to Sergeant 
Cotton, Sergeant Eeelop, Private Conduit, Private 
Crozier, Sergeant Burling, Sergeant Hunt ani Corporal 
Firman, all of the 2nd Paratroop Battalion, lee 3rigaie, 
at Camp No.66 at Capua on or about the 25th January 1943 

AFFIDAVIT 

I, WILLIAM $UNL;Y4  Sergeant No.2929641 at Dreeent at 11th 
Infantry Holding Battalion Cameron Company Strathpeffer Hotel, 
Strathpeffer, Ross-shire N.R. and with a permanent addreoe at 
33 Hingham Road, Ipewich Suffolk, make Oath and say as follows:- 

1. On the 29th November 1S/LA T was taken prisoner in the Tunis 
area, North Africa, and after an interval of come houre was flown 
to Naples and thence gent on to Cane lee.66 at Caeua. 

2. I was at the said Camp at Capua from the lot or 2n1 December 
1942 until the end of March 194'5. 

On or about the 25th Jaluary 1943 - I am net sure of the 
exact date - at about 7 p.m. I heard from Sergeant Cotton, 2nd 
Paratroop Battalion, lot Brigade, a renew Prisoner af War In the 
said camp (I do not know where he is now) that he and six other 
Prisoners of War were going to attempt to escape that niebt. 
The six others were :- 

Sergeant Heslop 
Private Conduit 
Private Crozier 
Sergeant Burling 
sergeant Hunt 
Corporal Firnan 

(same Unit) 
do. 
do. 

do. 
do. 

The idea which Sergeant Cotton conveyed to me was an e soaps 
through a disused sewer one end of which started in the compound 
with an iron grating over it. This was near a nentry but by dint 
of distracting his attention by bartering and the like over a 
period men had chipped away the concrete into !which the grating 
fitted, so that the saiel grating could be lifted easily and 
quiokly. He asked me to join the party. I agreed. The news soon 
spread and the majority of the POO Prisoners of War in the said 
camp at that time prepared to loin also. 

About 10 p.m. I new the first party go down the said sewer, 
namely Sergeant Cotton and the six men referred to aboee. They 
got clear. No gystem had been arranged ae to the order in which 
the rent were to go and there was considerable confusion and great 
scrambling as to who wont first, creating a good deal of noise. 
About 32 in all including the said seven either got Clear or into 
the said sewer.. I did not m7eelf get into the manhole. I watched 
from the side of my but which was nearby. It was not against 
orders to be out of huts at this time of night: lights were still 
on: but it ..,as surprising that Gentry patrolling come 30 yards 
away did not sea what wao happening because all the mon who were 
prepared to go down the Gail manhole carried heeeruaoks and Red 
Cross parcels. 
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7,;vontually, however, after 	Prtnonera of War had gone 
clown the manhole the ()entry munt have seen what WRa happening and 
113 started to shout and he also Sired. He hAt no-one so far as 
I know. I vin.r, back into my but 	There I heard continued 
firing from more than one direction. 

	

77). 	The next thing I knew waa that a roll-call was held of the 
whole camp and it appeared that 32priaoners of war were mincing. 
I hoard this from our Recr,imental Sergeant Major (I cannot now 
rehiember his name) who parsed the word round. 

After an interval we were ordered back to our huts. 

Next morning it was general talk in the camp (I cannot now 
give the name, rank, or unite of my informants) that the Italian 
Guard, when they reached the said manhole on the Emmons by the 
sentry got down into the manhole and fired along it indisorimin-
ately. A South Africa Interpreter (I cannot now give his name 
or unit) was said to have pledged his word to the Italian Officer 
in charge of the Guard that if he would order his men to stop 
firing he (the said Interireter) would get the remainder of the 
prisoners of war in the sewer to go back. On this the order to 
cease fire was given and the men who could came out of the aewer 
and were taken to the guard room, one man, Private Perkthe (2n1 
paratroops, 1st Brigade) was said to have been wounded by a 
bullet fired along the sewer and one man (I cannot give his name, 
rank, or unit) was said to have been bayonetted by ors of the 
guard. 

I believe some 15 or 16 prisoners of war got clear through 
the said sewer. The remainder of the 32 who got clear or into 
the said sewer (except the wounded) were ordered to the guard 
rr,om and kept there. 

Later I heard that the 15 or It who got clear were all 
recaptured during the next few days and they were brought back 
to the guard room. 

Sergeant Heslop (aforesaid) who was recaptured told me 
later that when they were all in the guard room the Italian in 
command took their boots away to prevent escape and boat them up 
badly with gun butts. Heslop himself to my own knowledge had 
a bad jaw for some time afterwards as a consequence and I 
believe all those placed in the guard room were kept on bread 
and water in the guard room or cells for 28 days and during 
that time the 1.88110 of Red Cross parcels to them was hold up. 

	

4. 	On leaving the said camp at Capua at the end of March 1943 
I was sent to a camp at Sevigliano. I got away from there at 
the time of the Armistice in September 1943 and after wandering 
in the Ascoli district for a time I got across the lines on or 
about the 21st January 1944. 

SWOPY by the said WILLI/VT, SUNLEY 
at Dingwall in the County of Roan c  ) WILLIAM SUNLEY. Sgt. 
Cromarty thin fifteenth day of June ) 
1945 

Before me, 
R.T.D. DILSON ANDERSON, 

Notary Public. 
■ 



2262 

I:, THY MATTMS OF :- 

(a) The wounding of Private Ferkins 
at OamT No.fle at Capua on or 
about the 25th January 1047 

(b) The wounding of Sergeant Hunt 
at Camp ro.P8 at Capua on or 
about the 25th Jaruary 1941 

(c) The ansault on and 
treatment of and breaches of 
the Geneva Conventions 1929 
with recerd to Sergeant Cotton, 
Sergeant Heelop, Private 
Conduit, Private Crozier, 
Sergeant Burling, Sergeant Hunt 
and Corporal Firman, all of the 
2nd paratroop Battalion, lot 
Brigade, at Camp No.A6 at Capua 
on or about the 25th January 
1943 

AFFIDAVIT 

- of - 

Sergeant W. SUM= 

TM] TREASURY snLIcITOR. 
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IN THE MATTER OF : 

The ill-treatment of Prisoners of war and breaches 
of the Geneva Conventions 1929 at Camp N0.66 at 
Capua on the occasion of an attempted escape in 
January or February 1943 

AFFIDAVIT 

I, No. 4882102 private JOHN CONDUIT, 2nd Battalion Parachute 
Regiment, of 25 Birchfields Avenue Anson Estate, Manchester 131  
make oath and say as follows :- 

1. I wao captured near Tunis on 2nd December 1942 and was taken 
by air via Sicily to Naples and went to Camp No.66 at Capua 
arriving on 5th December 1942. 

2. On the ni7ht of 27th January 1943, which was a Monday, there 
was a considerable attempt at escape from Papua. About 12 of us 
planned the escape, which wae to creep down a pipe some 4 feet in 
diameter, which ran from the inside of the Camp to Capua. This pipe 
had manholes at intervals and in No.2 compound there was a manhole 
or sump which connected with the pipe. 

3. Sergeant Cotton and Private Decore helped to get the bars off 
the manhole in No. 2 compound and Corporal Pragnall finished this 
work off on the Sunday night and the manhole was then guarded by us 
to try and keep the Italians from finding out that it was open. 
-Lance Corporal Dalton on the Monday night went first into the sump, 
but was not able to get round the bend into the main pipe and 
Lance Sergeant Burling then managed t and reported that it could 
be done. 

4. The first party to enter the pipe were Private Crozier, 
Corporal Pragrall, myself and Private Butler. The second party was 
Lance Sergeant Burling, Lance Corporal Dalton, Private Laidlaw and 
private Turner (R •A.•M _C • )• The third party was Sergeants Heslop 
and Cotton and the fourth Private Decore, Kerr and Patrick, the 
latter, I think, being commandos. All these got out at the far end 
of the pipe and were at liberty for some days. After recapture, 
we were put in jail but wore let out when there was a general 
release of prisoners on the birth of a child to the daughter of the 
King of Italy. 

5. 	The fifth party to enter the pipe wore Scholea, Williams and 
Eastham, and the sixth Sergeant Graham, Sergeant HUnt and Sergeant 
Adams. 

6. When I got back to the camp after recapture some four or five 
days later, I heard that_while a number of men were in the pipe the 
alarm had been 	in and the men came up through the manholes. 
When they came up they were driven to the guard room and violently 
struck with rifle butts and two of them bayonetted. Another man 
was shot through the ankles and they had been threatened with 
shooting the next morning. 

7. I escaped at the time of the Italian armistice, but was 
recaptured and taken to Germany being in Stalag IVB. 

SWORN at Manchester in the County) 
of Lancaster this 16th day of 	 J. CONDUIT 
July 1945 

Before me, 
WILLIAM A. HOGG. 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 

1! 
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IN THE MATTER OF : 

The i11-treatment of Prisoners of 
War and breaches of the Geneva 
Conventions 1929 at Camp No.66 at 
Capua on the occasion of an attempted 
escape in January or February 1943 

AFFIDAVIT 

- of 

Pte. JOHN CONDUIT 

THE TREASURY SOLICITOR. 
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PT TIM MATTER OF :- 

The ill-treatment of Prisoners of War and breaches 
n the Geneva Conventions 1029 at Camp No.(16 at 
Oapua on the occasion of an attempted escape in 
January or February 1943 

AFFIDAVIT 

I, No.R291975 Lance Sergeant VICTOR BURLING, 2nd Battalion, 
Parachute Regiment of 30 de Montfort Street, Leicester, make 
Oath and say as follows 

1. I was captured at Depienne near Tunis on the 4th or 5th 
December 1142. Shortly afterwards with other prisoners I was 
flown via Sicily to Naples and went from there to Calp No.86 
at Capua, arriving on the 7th or gth December. 

2. On a date at the end of January or beginning of February 
1047 attempt to escape was made by a number of prisoners in this 
camp. 	I was one of the originators of this plan, together 
with Lance Corporal Dalton, who started on the escape with me. 
There wan a pipe or newer some four feet in diameter which ran 
from inside the camp towards Capua, a distance of half a mile 
or so. There were manholes at intervals in this pipe and there 
was a manhole or sump in No.2 compound in the camp which 
connected through a small opening with the main pipe. 

3. Sergeant Cotton of the 2nd Battalion Parachute Regiment and 
two others worked on the grating over the manhole at night, 
risking discovery and probable shooting. The night after the 
grating had been removed, Lance Corporal Dalton went into the 
sump and shortly afterwards came back and said that we should 
not be able to got round the bend from the sump into the main 
pipe. I then went into the sump myself and struck matches and 
was able to negotiate the bend and came back and reported that 
it could be done. 

4. The first party of four then went in, these being to the 
best of my  recollections, Private cond'lit, Sergeant Cotton, 
Corporal Pragnall and I think Private Crozier. These were 
mostly 2nd Parachute Battalion or Commandos. It was arranged 
that when they got out at the far end of the pipe they were to 
strike a etch and we would see from the camp that they were 
out and the next party would then go down. We waited a long 
time without seeing any match and then the next party went 
down, consisting of 'nyself, Lance Corporal. Dalton, Private 
Laidlaw and private Turner (R.A.M.C.). We got right down the 
pipe and out at the far end and were at liberty about five 
days before recapture. The first party of four had also got 
out and I think the third party, whose names are not known to 
me got out too. 

5. After recapture and being taken back to the camp, I heard 
from other prisoners, but I do not remember exactly from whom, 
that the Italians had discovered the escape and had fired up 
the pipe and /ialian Officers had emptied their revolvers. 
Owing to the pipe being new, the bullets had lodged in the 
sides of the pipe, but if the pipe had been old the bullets 
would probably have ricocheted and caused more damage. 
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I also heard that as prisoners had come out at the camp end 
of the pipe after the discovery, they had been badly knocked 
down and some had been bayonetted, one whilst on the ground. 
Those so taken had been put in the detention cell for 30 days 
on bread and water and there were about 16 so imprisoned. 
They did not serve the full sentence as there was a general 
reprieve on account of the birth of a child to the daughter 
of the King of Italy. I was also told that just after capture, 
they had been threatened that they would be shot and were told 
to write their last letters. 

R• 	In March 1041 I was moved to Camp No.70 at Monturano 
where / remained until the Italian armistice when the camp was 
taken over by the Germans about 20th September 1943. I was 
being taken to Germany but escaped from the train just outside 
Bologna about the 24th September, but was unable to get 
through the lines and was picked up by fascists and turned over 
to the Germans. I was taken by them to Germany. 

SWORN at Leicester in the) 
County of Leicester this ) 
	

V. BURLING. 
lath day of July 1045 	) 

Before me, 
A.G. SMITH. 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 
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IN Taz IATTILR OF 

Trio iii-tr,atciarit of Prioonoro 
of ar anti. uroao'aee of tao 
Utin,Jva (.;orivw4tion6 1,, d at Camp 
No. 6 at Capua on th.) oocaci on 
of 	attattla-  etioap(; in 
January or February 1`446 

AFFIDAVIT 

. of - 

L/Bart.. V. BUALiiAl, 

TRIJ;ASURY :.MJICIToRe 
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(40.A) 

IN THE MATTER OF 

The ill-treatment of prisoners of war. and breaches 
of the Geneva Conventions 1929 at Camp No.66 at 
Capua on the occasion of an attempted escape in 
January or February 1943 

AFFIDAVIT. 

I, No. 1789043 Private LOUIS DEOORE, 2nd Battalion 
Parachute Regiment, of 268 Conisborough Crescent, Catford, 
London, S.E.6. make oath and say as follows :- 

1. I was captured near Tunis on about the 2nd December 
1942 and after being flown to Naples via Sicily I arrived at 
Camp No.66 at Capua about the 5th December 1942. 

2. At this camp there was an attempted escape which took 
place on the 27th January 1943, a Monday night. I was one of 
the originators of the plan, which was to escape down a pipe 
or sewer about four feet in diameter which ran from inside the 
camp about half a mile to Capua. With Sergeant Cotton I got 
the main bars off a manhole or sewer in No.2 compound which 
connected with the main pipe, on a Sunday night. Corporal 
Pragnall, whose number I think began 4342... finished it and 
it was guarded to keep the knowledge of our attempt from the 
Italians. 

3. Lance Corporal Dalton on the night of the 27th went into 
the Bump but was unable to get round the bend into the main 
pipe but Lance Sergeant Burling went in and reported that 
it could be done. Several parties then entered the pipe at 
intervals and I was in the fourth party with Kerr and Patrick. 
Patrick was a Commando and Kerr a parachutist and we and the 
first three parties escaped from the far end of the pipe. 

4. When I got back to the camp after recapture some four or 
five days later, I heard that while a number of men were in 
the pipe the alarm had been given and the men came up through 
the manholes, when they were driven to the guard room and 
violently struck with rifle butts and two of them bayonetted. 
Another man was shot through the ankles and they had been 
threatened with shooting the next morning. 

5. I escaped at the time of the Italian Armistice, but was 
recaptured and taken to Germany, being in Stalag IVB. 

SWORN at 164 Bushey Green Catford ) 
in the County of London this 18th ) 	L. DUORE 
day of July 1945 	 ) 

Before me, 

WILLIAM STOFeEL 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 
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Ott LiA.;Arr4;i7, 

The illmtroataant cf prisonarn 
or wax* iU L braaetiau of ULe 
Genova Uonvantiona 	C;a1;:p 
:40.'6 at C;aptAki 011 tle 0004:31021 
Of' .?" attalpted ac;l:r.:.M3 in 
January or Februcv'y 1. 13 

1.1•••••■••••• 

A 14' F 	D 

r of - 

i'tivato L. D_.! 

IMO ••••■•■■•■■•••• 

TEL:; Trt:IV,Urti 
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IN THE MATTER OP: 

The ill-treatment of prisoners of war and breaches of 
the Geneva Conventions 1229 at Camp No.88 at Caput). on 
the occasion of an attempted escape in January or 
February 1943 

AFFIDAVIT 

I, Ne.2878403 Sergeant WILLIAM GRAHAM, 58th Reconnaioance 
Regiment, of 70 Seymour Place, London W.1. make Oath and say an 
follows :- 

1. I was captured near Tunis on the 30 th November 194f? and with 
other prisoners of war was flown via Sioily to Naples and went from 
there to a prisoner of war camp, ITo.AA at Capua, arriving about 
the 5th December 1942. 

2. On the 27th January 1947, a Monday night,there was an attempt 
by a number of prisoners to escape. A plan had been made to crawl 
down a pipe some 4 feet in diameter which ran from inside the camp 
for some * mile towards Capua. This had manholes at intervals and 
there was a manhole or sump in No.2 compound in the camp connected 
to the pipe. 

3. 	The men who organised the 
grid or bars from the manhole i 
might we started to go down in 
party in company with Sergeant 

attempt had managed to remove te 
n No.2 compound and on the Monday 
small parties. I  was in the sixth 
Hunt and Sergeant Adams. 

4. The first four parties, thirteen men in all, succeeded in 
getting out at the far end of the pipe but were recaptured after a 
few days. While I was still in the pipe, I heard someone talkin;;) 
which may perhaps have given the show away, and shortly afterwards 
I heard shots, which wore fired by the Italians down each of the 
manholes on the pipe, these manholes being about 26 yards apart. 
I heard a member of the party in front of nine, whose name I 
believed to he Corporal or Lanoeabergeant Eastham, shouting out 
that he had been shot. He was in fact shot through both ankles. Ee 
was a member of the 2nd Parachute Battalion. 

5. I waited until the firing ceased and then, with the other Teen, 
jumped up through the nearest manhole. 1 found it surrounded by 
Italian guards and later I was told that they thoughtit was a 
parachute landing and only later found that it was an attempt at 
escape. They had their bayonets pointed at us and drove un to the 
guard room, hitting us with their rifles and using their bayonets. 
I was hit myeelf with the stock of a rifle. Sergeant Hunt was 
ibayonetted and had to go into honpitol. When ae were 	the guard 
room, the Italian guards came in and hit us about the body with 
their rifles. We had none of us made any attempt to escape after 
the firing started. I saw Eastham and he was shot through moth 
ankles. Some of us had carried the wounded from the manholes to 
the guard room. 

A. 	We were interrogated but there was no form of trial. An 
Italian captain and lieutenant told us we would be shot in the 
morning and invited us to write our last letters. One of these 
officers was the compound commander of No compound but I do not 
know his name; he was a tubby man with a moustache. 

7. 	I believe that Eastham was still in hospital at the time of 
the Italian armistice and that Sergeant Thomas Williams of the 2nd 
Parachite Battalion would know about him. We were all put in jail 
for 30 days but on the occasion of the birth of a child to the 
daughter of the King of Italy we were released. 

SWORN at 118 Seymour Place in the Courtv) 
of London this 19th day of July 1945 	') 	V!. GRAHAM. Sgt. 

Before me, 
Saml. Coleman. 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 
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IN THE MATTER OF : 

The ill-treatment of prisoners 
of war and breaches of the Geneva 
Conventions, 1929 at Camp No.88 
at Capua on the occasion of an 
attempted escape in January or 
February 1q43 

tiFFIDAVIT 

- of - 

Sergeant WILLIAM GRAHAM 

THE TREASURY SOLICITOR. 
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IN THR !AATTM 	: 

The ill-treatment of Prisoners rif War and broaces of 
the Genova Coliventione 1029 at Camp No. 6a Rt Capua 
on the occasion of an attempted escape in January or 
February 1943 

AFF/DAVIT 

I, No.59E19164 Sergeant VICTOR HUNT, 2nd Battalion i'ara&ute 
Regiment of Bridge Inn, Stapleton, Darlington, Co. Durham, make 
Oath and say as follows :- 

1. I wae captured near Nepienne (near Tunis) on 4th December 
1P42 and was taken by air via Sicily to Naples, arriving on 7th 
December 1942. From there I went to Camp No.OR at Capua and 
remained there, apart from some time in hospital, owing to my 
wound, until 15th May 1043. 

2. On the 27th January 1943, there was a considerable attempt 
at escape from this camp. I was not one of the originators of 
the plan, which was to escape down a pipe or sewer which was 
about 4 feet in diameter and extended from within the Oamp to 
Capua, about half a mile away. There were manholes at intervals 
and there was a manhole or sump in No.2 Compound which connected 
with the main pipe. 

3. The escape started from my but and after about ten men had 
crawled into the pipe three of 118, myself, Sergeant Adams (2nd 
Parachute Battalion) and another, got into the main pipe and 
crawled along. After crawling perhaps a quarter of a mile, which 
had taken us an hour or more, we found other men in the pipe who 
were waiting. We heard the camp alarm sound and the Italians 
running about overhead. They evidently guarded the manholes 
which were at intervals along the pipe. Then water came down 
pipe, though not enough to fill it, only at the bottom. The 
Italians then started firing down the manholes, one of my party 
of three being shot through the ankle. As the escape was dis-
covered, we came up through the nearest manhole and found about 
CO guards surrounding it with their rifles pointed at us. There 
was an Italian Officer there whose name I do not know, who was 
very excited. 

	

\ 4. 	They drove us, about half a dozen of us, to the guard room 
with their rifles, striking us with the butts. I was struck on 
the face and on the body. One Italian broke the stock of his 
rifle by hitting a prisoner. I saw the broken rifle myself. 
They also used their bayonets and I was jabbed just at the base 
of and beside the spine. I was paralysed for some days and was 
taken to the military hospital at Caserta where I remained for 
a month. None of us was resisting arrest in any my as it was 
clearly impossible to effect an escape when we were discovered. 
I do not think any prisoners were killed, but they were 

; considerably knocked about and two of us were bayonetted. I was 
not put in detention after coming back from hospital. 

	

5. 	On 15th May 1941 I was moved to Camp No.70 at Monturano 
and was there until the Germans took over about the 2Ath 
September 1941 when I was taken with other prisoners to Germany. 

SWORN at Darlington in the ) 
County of Durham this 1Sth ) 	VICTOR HUNT. 
day of July 1045 

Before me, 
H.G. 7ARSHAM. 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 
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Tad ,_TT,R OF : 

The ill...treatment of Prisoners 
of War and breaches of the 
Lienava Conventions 199 at 
Camp ,,o.c6 at Capua on the 
occasion of an attempted escape 
in January or February 1943 

AFFIDAVIT 

of - 

Sgt. VICTOR HUNT 

THi!: TILLASURY SOLICITOR. 
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IN THE MATTER OF :. 

The assault on and 111-treatment of several prisoners 
of war at Camp No088 at Capua and breaches of the 
Geneva Conventions, 1929, on or about the 25th January 
1943. 

A F F I D A V I T. 

I, No. 64096 Driver JOHN ELLIOT BOWMAN of No.1 Holding Bn. 
R.A.S.C. Buckingham Road, Leeds, with a permanent address at 
Supreme Villa, Mansfield Road, Skegby, Notts. make oath and say 
as follows s. 

1. I have perused the Affidavit of Sergeant William Sunley, 
sworn on the 15th June 1945. The Regimental Sergeant Major 
referred to in paragraph 3 of the said Affidavit was R.S.M. 
Burgess. 

2. I was one of the prisoners of war who went down the 
disused sewer. I got clear of the sewer before the firing 
started, but I heard shots fired. I was re.takon the morning 
following my escape (at about 0800 hours) at Capua Railway 
Station with another escaped prisoner of war who was with me. 
We were recaptured by the Oarabinieri who marked us back to 
the Camp gUard.i400m. Our boots were then taken off and the 
Sergeant i/c the Carabinieri (whose name I do not know) stamped 
on our bare feet with his boots and struck us in the Pace with 
his resolver—butt. The guards, meanwhile, were prodding us 
with their rifles to make us keep our hands up. 

3. After about half.an.hour of this treetment, we were taken 
to a cell and placed with the other re—taken prisoners of war 
who showed evidence of having received similar or worse -treatment. 
One (I believe Sergeant Hunt) had been bayonetted in the buttocks 
and removed to hospital before our arrival at the cell. 

4. Altogether, there were about ten of us in the cell. The 
sentries took pity on us after our beating up and they gave us 
some of their own food. We stayed in the cell for four days 
during which we were allowed to go to the latrines under escort. 
We were issued with a Red Cross blanket each and we slept on a 
raised wooden platform in the cell. 

6. 	After the four days all retaken prisoners of war were 
transferred to Camp No.70 at Monturano. 

SWORN at Leeds in the County of ) 
York this 23rd day of July 1946 ) 
	

J.E. BOWMAN 

Before me, 

J.J. ROBINSON 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 
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1. AFFIDAVIT of Pte. L.H. Hughes sworn 31st May 1945. 

2. AFFIDAVIT of Sgt. W. Sunley sworn 15th June 1945. 

3. AFFIDAVIT of Private J. Conduit sworn 16th July 1945. 

4. AFFIDAVIT of L/sgt. V. Burling sworn 16th July 1945 

5. AFFIDAVIT of Private L. Decors sworn 18th July 1945. 

6. AFFIDAVIT of Sgt. W. Graham sworn 19th July 1945. 

7. AFFIDAVIT of Sgt. V. Hunt sworn lAth July 1945. 

8. AFFIDAVIT of Driver J.E. Bowman sworn 23rd July 1945. 

Oopies of these documents are attached) 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 	 IP 

(tinder this heading  should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying  
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence : 
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

The evidence on this case is strong. The witnesses tell a 
connected story from which the facts of the attempted escape are 
quite clear. There is some doubt as to the order in which the 
men who actually escaped entered the pipe or sewer, but the facts 
of the assaulting and bayonetting of those who surrendered seems 
established. . If so, the facts constitute Crime No. xxix in the 
War Crimes List . I11.-treatment of Prisoners of War. 

The Articles of the Geneva Convention referred to provide as 
follows :- 

No. 2 . requiring humane treatment and protection and forbidding 
reprisals. 

No.441 - prohibiting corporal punishment and regulating conditions 
of confinement and forbidding cruelty. 

No. 54 w  providing that imprisonment is the most severe form of 
punishment which may be inflicted. 

RESPONSIBILITY:  The primary responsibility rests with Accused No.1, 
the Camp Commandant, and /mused No.2, his Adjutant or second in 
command, who are responsible for the general conduct and discipline 
of their troops. Accused Nos. 3 are responsible for the actual 
assault and use of the bayonet. 

D FEN° 	There is a suggestion in the Affidavit of Sgt. Graham 
o.R n Particulars of Evidence above) that the Italians thought 

the incident was a parachute landing, but this would not appear 
to excuse the maltreatment of the men who surrendered. They did 
not in any way resist arrest. Accused Nos. 3 may plead that they 
acted under the orders. of their superiors but this would not, it 
is submitted, afford a defence to a criminal charge and it must 
have been well known to them that the assaulting of prisoners is 
Forbidden. Accused Nos. 1 and 2 may plead that the guards and 
those commanding them at the moment acted in excess of authority, 
but they remain responsible and this would not relieve them of 
responsibility for the assaults subsequent to the actual recapture 
of the prisoners. 

ERSE0•11PLETEN : The case is reasonably complete, as regards 
Acctsed Noe. 1 and 2, and, suhjeot to identification as regards 
Accused No. 3. Enquiry is necessary and is being carried forward 
to identify as many as possible. There appears to be sufficient 
evidence available to establish a strong case for all the accused 
to answer. 
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British National Office No: UK-I/B 86 

United Nations War Crimes Commission 
..eference 	 05 

1J 	N D U 

ieATT.1.11 OF - 

Ill-treatment of British Prisoners of War 
and manslaughter 

ADDIT1OivAL PAitTiCeLAhb 	 Lt. OUizOi, 

Copy letter from the Judge Advocate General to the Treasury 

Solicitor dated 1)th December 1945. 

Copy letter from Treasury solicitor to the Judge Advocate 

General dated the )1st December, 1945. 

1,Urtner note on the case 

the attached correspondence shows that a mistake was made 

in including Capitane .rippi as accused No. 1. The list of 

accused should be amended to read :- 

(1) Colonello 	Cilotti Commandant at Camp Pk= No. 	at 

Lacerata prior to March, 194). 

(2) Colonello Capurso who succeeded Cilotti as Commandant 

at the said Camp at a date variously ,iven as —arcn, 	or 

May, 194. 

()) Adjutant or second in command of the said Camp (name, 

rank and Unit at present unknown). 

(4) Medical officers at the Camp and in particular : 

(a) 
Capitanc del At ti ) Units at present unknown. 

(b) Tenente Mari 



Spring: Gardens, 
Cockspur Street, 

London, S.W.1. 

13th December 195. 

(for the attention of Yr.P.H.B.Kent) 

VD/JAG/FS/42/27(3A) 
CONFIDENTIAL. 

The Treasury Solicitor, 
Storey's Gate, 
St.James's Park, 
London, S.W.1. 

British National Office Charge 
No. UK -I/B86. 

1. This case which was forwarded under your minute 
WCB/PHBK dated 9th October 1945 relates to PG 53 Kacerata, 
and contains a general charge against successive command-
ants of the camp and other Italian officers. The accused 
named in the case include:- 

”(a) \  Capitano TRIPP', commandant of the camp. 

(b) Colonnello S. CILOTTI, who succeeded TRIPPI 
as commandant." 

2. I have recently received War Office File No. 0103/ 
4661 (PW 2) relating to this camp from which it appears 
that a Captain Leonardo TRIikl, an attache at the Swiss 
Legation, was one of the representatives of the Protecting 
Power who visited this camp and reported on it in December 
1942 and January 1943 during: the tenure of office as 
commandant of Colonnello Salvatore Bilotti. 

3. The 21 Affidavits which accompanied the case do not 
contain any mention of the Capitano Trippi named in the 

• 
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case as the predecessor of Cilotti. It is of course possible 
that there were two persons named Trippi, one the commandsv.t 
and the other the representative of the Protecting Power, 
but it appears probable that a mistake has been made and that 
the representative of the Protecting Power has beenregistered 
as a wa.r criminal. May I be informed whether you agree that 
this conclusion is correct or whether you have any evidence 
against Capitano Trippi which is not included in the affidavits. 

(Sgd) 
Brigadier, 

Military DepUty, 
J.A.G. 

t. 



Copy/ 
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The Judge Advocate ,General 
Spring Gardens 
'Cockspur Street S.W.1. 

(for the Attention of Briiadier Shapcott) 

British National Office Charge No. UK-Ia86. 

Your letter (MD/JAG/FS/42/27(3a)) of the 13th instant 
relative to the inclusion (apparently wrongfully) of 
Capitano Trippi as Accused No. 1 in this case. 

A search and enquiry has been made, and there is no 
doubt that the said Captain should not have been so 
included. The mistake arose through an error in a list 
of camp commandants supplied to this office in the early 
days of war crime investigation. 

(Sgd) Wilfred Price. 

for the Treasury Solicitor 
31st December 1945. 



I; 6cIalle..- 
ftroaPttans  TRIPPI, Commandant 6F-00-5mmp 4511- 
(2) Oolonello S. OILOTTI, who succeeded Trippi as 

Commandant 
(3) Oolonello CAPURSO who succeeded Oilotti as 

Commandant at a date variously given as March, 
	April or May 1943. 

	

(4). Ad Mutant or second in  command of 	the. Camp (Name (- 
rank and unit at present unknown) 

(5) Medical Officers at thl camp AndmiERNSIgKij.iiiii44-j4,_ 
(a) Capitano-del Atti units at present 	 
(b) Tenente Mari 	unknown 

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

1 

Date and place of 
commission of . al-
leged crime. 

During the  period August 1942 and September  1943 

At Camp 	P.G.53 at Macerata 	(Sforza Costa) 

No.xxlx Ill..treatment of Prisoners of-war. 
Breaches  of Articles 2, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 4P, 19; 
or the Geneva Convention 1929, relating to the 
treatment of Prisoners of War 

Under English law :— 
Manslaughter. 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

(For the L.7se of the Secretariat) 

*4. 

;Registered Number. 

12q6loKIY-(6.5  

Date of receipt in Secretariat. 
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UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 
MUSD KINGDOM 	CHARGES AGAINST 	ITALIAN 	WAR (NIAIINALS 

CASE No.UK 	1,t8  86 	* 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

During the period from August 1942 to September 1943 
Camp P.G.W at Macerata (Sforza Costa) was conducted in a 
manner contrary to the provisions of the Geneva Convention 
1929 relative to the treatment of Prisoners of War- 

TRANSMITTED BY 	  

* Insert serial number under which the case is registered in the files of the National Office of the accusing State. 

(29855) Wt.P.252 '4 5,000 5;4:, A. E.V .Lt L Gp.685 
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4 

During the period between August 1942 and September 1943 
the Prisoners of War Camp P.G.57 at gitoerata (Sforza Costa) 
was conducted in an improper manner and in particular that - 

(a) The accommodation provided was inadequate and for part 
of the time not weatherproof. It was also verminous. 
(Convention, Art.10). 

(b) The food rations were insufficient. (Art.11). Insufficient 
clothing was issued (Art.12) And deaths dun to malnutrition 
and exposure were frequent. 

(c) The sanitation was inadequate and unhygienic (Art.11). 

(d) The supplies of dressings and medical necessities were 
inadequate and in particular there was an extreme 
shortage of anaesthetics. The attention provided by the 
Italian Medical Officer was inadequate (Art.14). 

(1) personal belongings and jewellery were stolen from the 
Prisoners (Art.6). 

(f) 11/d Cross parcels wore not issued in the early stages. 

(g) Excessive charges were made for minor damarr,a. 

(h) The tent provided for detention was inadequate and 
hygienio conditions were not proviled (Art.56) 
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The ill-treatment of British prisoners of war 
and breached of the Geneva Conventions 1029 
at Oamp No. 53 at Macerata (Sforza costa) 
between August 1942 and June 1943 

AFFIDAVIT 

No. 142P927 CRAFTSMAN JA!MS COOPER TIBBETT, 
stationed at 10th A.A. Workshop Company, Sprotborough Road, 
Anohor Farm Camp, Doncaster, with a private address at 
4 Largo Place, Leith, Edinburgh e, make Oath and say as 
follows :- 

1. I was captured at Knightsbridge, North Africa, on the 
23rd June 1042 by German forces and, with other prisoners, was 
handed over to the Italians. After passing through Tobruk, 
Derna and Benghazi, I came by sea to Naples, and, after two 
days, was moved to Camp No. AO at Luoca. I arrived there 
about 2nd July 1942 and remained until mid-August 1942, when 
I was taken to Camp Not 53 at Macerata (Sforza Costa). We 
were thefirst lot into this camp, which oonaiated of a convert-
ed mill or factory. Ilany of the doors and windows were 
missing and the windows were not put in until the Spring of 
1943. 

2. The place wan overrun with lice and fleas and the attempt; 
of the Italians to carry out de-lousing were quite ineffective 
The position got rather better in the Summer of 1943. 

3. I remember the second Italian commandant of the camp, 
whose name, I believe, was Capuzzini, and who was a good 
officer, being strict but not unjust. He replaced another 
commandant whose name I do not remember about April or May 
1943, who was not nearly so good a commandant. 

4. The Italian medical officers were not very competent. 
There was a great deal of disease and illness in the camp 
and there were 24 deaths in the first 2n days I was there. 
The moat common illnesses were diphtheria, pneumonia and 
dysentery, which were largely due to the starvation of the 
men. On one occasion, the date of which I do not remember, a 
prisoner needed to have an operation and wanted a British 
medical officer to do it. Thi© was not allowed by the 
Italian medical officers and the man was taken to hospital 
and I was informed that he died. I do not know his name. 
Other British prisoners of war came to the camp at various 
dates and their physical condition was progrea lively worse 
as time went on. 

5. The Red dross parcels only came in about once a month 
up to Christmas 1942, when the supply was much more regular. 

P. 	The food consisted of the usual skilly with macaroni 
or rice in it and once or twice a week there was supposed to 
be meat in it. We also had ersatz coffee in the early morn- 

ing and broad, of which I do not rememuer the exact amount. 

7. 	The supply of clothing was very bad until the Red Cross 
clothing parcels came. The Italians issued a certain amount 
but not nearly sufficient. 
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Any small damage or mark on the blankets was charged by 
the authorities at an extremely high rate and the fine was 
deducted from the wages of the man who had the article at 
the time, even though it may have been in that condition 
when he received it. 

I was next to the tent which was used for detention. This 
was very unsatisfactory and prisoners in the detention tent 
were not allowed out even to urinate. At first there were not 
even palliasses and prisoners had to sleep on the ground. 

10. As regards sanitation, this was unsatisfactory, as the 
flushing system only worked once a day and not always even 
that. We were told that this was because the water tower was 
not working. I was a member of the sanitation squad, which 
had to deal with the lavatories when they were blockol up, as 
frequently happened. The Italian medical officer raised the 
question of our rations ani the commandant Oapuzzini got the 
squad an increase in rations. 

11. The Bleeping accommodation was very overcrow.led, being 
throe-tier beds which were very close together and had very 
little room in between them. 

There was as a rule no water turned on during the day but 
it might be turned on at night, so that one had to sit up to 
vet any chance of washing. 

On arrival at +he camp we were de-loused, which dld not 
appear to make any difference, all our clothing being taken 
for the purpose, and we were turned naked into the open field 
until our clothes dried. 

13. On an occasion the date of which I do not remember, there 
was a raid on the camp by carabinieri,and, under pretence of 
a search, they ordered us all out for a roll-call and took 
away any of the prisoners' gold rings and watches and other 
personal articles. I did not lose anything because mine had 
been taken at Benghazi. 

14. / remember an occasion, though not the date, when a man 
who was not known to me was wounded when shot by a sentry 
near the camp 000khouao. I heard the shot, which was during 
the night. I do not know the name of my informant but, from 
general camp talk, it appeared that he was thought to be 
stealing wood from a stack behind the water tower. The 
guards hadorders to shoot anyone taking wood from this stack 
or from anywhere else. 

15. I do not know anything personally about the shooting of 
Trr,oper Aaron, though I heard the general talk in the camp 
about this incident. 

in June 1943 I went to Working Camp 141/4, which *as at 
a village which I think was called Zevo, some 1A kilometers 
from Verona. This was attached to Camp ro. 10 at Bologna. 
On the nth September 1943 the Italians took us out of the 
Camp to the south of the river, and, arter waiting some time 
for officers from Bologna, we went off in small parties. I 
got through the Allied lines on the 22nd September, having 
travelled mostly by train. 

:740P71 at Doncaster in the ) 

ay of (Tune, 1045 
County of Yort; tidy Pith 	 J.C. TIBBETT. 

Before me, 
F.H. CAFES. 

A Commislioner for Oaths. 

g. 

1 (i  
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IN THE MATTER OF :- 

The ill-treatment of British 
prisoners of war and breaches 
of the Geneva Conventions 1929 
at Camp No. 53 at Macerata (Sforza 
Costa) between August 1942 and 
June 1943 

AFFIDAVIT 

ow of so 

No. 1428927 
CRAFTSMAN JAMES COOPER TIBBETT 

THE TREASURY SOLICITOR. 
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IN 	THE 	MATTER of TUE ILL-TREATMENT AND 
NEGLECT OF BRITISH PRISONERS OF WAR AND BREACHES OF 
THE GENEVA CONVENTIONS 1929 AT DAMP No.53 AT MACERATA 
Oh SFORZA COSTA FROk OCTOBER 1942 TO SEPTEMBER 1943. 

A F F I D A V I T. 

I, No. 640939 Staff-Sergeant-Fitter CORNELIUS SMITH, 
107 R,H.A., attached to the Ciarrison, Royal Artillery, . 
Corporation Oaks, Nottingham, and now residing at 68 Rossington 
Road, Nottingham, make oath and say as follows :- 

1. I was captured at Gazala in North Africa on the 6th June 
1942 and was taken to a camp near Tripoli until moved to Italy, 
arriving at Naples on the 4th August 1942. After some time at 
Capua Camp No.66, I was moved with others to a new camp at 
kacerata or Sforza Costa, Camp No.53. We arrived in the 
evening of October 26th 1942. 

2. We were searched on leaving Capua and again on arriving 
at kacerata. When we arrived we were de-loused (which had 
no effect) and turned naked into the open field until our 
clothes dried. 

3. The conditions in this camp were appalling under the 
first commandant, whose name I do not know, but who was 
replaced by another during my time there. Every prisoner, 
both in the main camp and the infirmary, which was in the oame 
set of buildings, was overrun with lice and, when the weather 
got warmer, by bugs. Sleep was almost impossible. There was 
no water during the day - the Italians said owing to the lack 
of pressure - so one had to stop up at night to get any. The 
food was very poor, both in the main camp and the infirmary, 
being mostly mangold tops and pumpkins. 

4. We were the first thousand into this camp, which had 
Just been built. The rubble from the builders was still 
there. There were no windows or doors . the doors were like 
garage doors, wide enough for a lorry. Later, doors were 
put in, but we got no windows until the Spring of 1943 and 
the prisoners had to sit in their blanket to keep warm. 

5. On an occasion the date of which I do not remember, a 
young prisoner went to the back of the cookhouse - we had had 
cabbage and he was looking for any cabbage stalks which might 
have been thrown out so that he could eat them. A sentry shot 
him through the thigh and he was brought into the infirmary 
where I then was. I did not see the occurrence but I heard 
the shot. I cannot remember his name, nor who told me of the 
circumstanoes, but it was being discussed in the Infirmary. 
The same evening, the Camp Commandant, who was the second one 
we had, came round bringing with him a dinner for the boy from 
the officers' mess. 

6. In November 1942, after being quartermaster of the camp 
for some time, I was taken seriously ill with malnutrition 
and boils. I was put in the infirmary, which was in the same 
set of oamp buildings, and was one mass of boils. I was so 
thin that I only weighed about 4 stone. 

There were no dressings available ur any medical supplies. 
I had to supply a razor-blade for the lancing of one boil on 

1. 
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my breast. The Italian medical officer, whose name I do 
not know, spoke to the British medical officer, who I think 
was a Captain Graham, a Canadian volunteer in the British 
R.A.M.C. I was then given four injections in the buttock. 
These turned septic and I had to have an operation. Owing 
to the absence of dressings, I had to lie on my bed in a 
mass of puss for two to three days at a time. It was 
eebruary or Larch 1943 before any medical supplies arrived 
and I then got a course of L. & b. 

7. 	The Italian medical officers were unfriendly and unhelpful. 
The death roll was very high but I cannot now give any names. 
The infirmary was filthy. The food was much the same as 
outside but there was a fair diet for cases of pneumonia, 
septic wounds and nephritis, which were the most common diseases. 

One day while I was in the infirmary, the Italian 
carabinieri raided the oamp for gold rings, watches and so on 

as they used to do periodically. Word got round and I 
saved my ring by putting it in my mouth. My watch had gone 
at Timimi in North Africa. Some of the men who had not 
heard or seen this happen before lost their watches or rings 
but I cannot give any names. 

8. A friend of mine, George Smith, of the same unit R.H.A., 
died on malnutrition in about March 1943. He had once 
weighed 16 stone and only weighed 6 stone when he died. He 
was taken in March 1943 to the hospital at Macerata, where he 
died, and he is buried in kacerata. 

9. I was then sent to a hospital near Fermo, which was well 
run by Sisters of Mercy, and got clear of the boils. 1 then 
returned to Camp 63 and got a bit stronger every day until 
the capitulation in September 1943. 

10. After wandering about for six months, I was captured by 
Fascists and turned over to the Germans, who eventually took 
me to Stalag IVB, where I was ill until repatriated, arriving 
in England on 6th February 1945. 

SWORN at 14, Fletcher Gate in the ) 
City of Nottingham this 28th day 	 C. SMITH 
of hay 1945. 

before me, 

C. OROCKFORD 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 
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IN THE MATTER OF THE ILL..TREATMENT 
AND NEGLECT OF BRITISH PRISONERS 
OF WAR AND BREACLIES OF THE GENEVA 
CONVENTIONS 1929 AT OALIP No.53 AT 
MAOERATA OR SFORZA COSTA FROM 
OCTOBER 1942 to SEPTEMBER 1943. 

Copy 

AFFIDAVIT 

of 

STAFF.SERGEANT.FITTER CORNELIUS 
SkITa. 

TUE TREASURY SOLICITOR. 
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	THE 	MATTER OF THE ILL.TREAL.ENT u: 
BRITISH PRISWIERS OF WAR AND BREACHES OF TEE 
GENEVA CONVENTION 1929 AT CAMP No.53 AT ,,FuRGA 
COSTA ALSO KNOWN AS MACMRATA DURING THE PERIOD 
OCTOBER 1942 to SEPTEMBER 1943. 

AFFIDAVIT 

I, EDWARD SENIOR, No. 4123942 Royal Army Ordnance 
Corps, formerly 2nd Battalion Cheshire Regiment, now at 14 
A.F.V. Depot, Rainford, near St. Helens, Lancashire, and with 
a permanent address at 48 Gaerwen Street, Kensington, 
Liverpool, 7. make oath and Bay as follows 

1. I was taken prisoner on 31st May 1942 at iinightsbridge. 
After TIssing through transit stations in North Africa I was 
brought to Naples early in August 1942. After spending about 
three months at Camp No.66 Capua, I was transferred to Camp 
53 Stoma Costa, also known as Macerata, where I was until 
September 1943, when I escaped. 

2. Apart from lack of water for washing, conditions wore not 
too bad. It was a new camp just opened when I got there. The 
food improved a little as time went on. We had the same bread 
ration as before and rather more.macaroni. There was, however, 
still insufficient food and we had not enough clothes and 

suffered from exposure in the winter, having only our desert 
kit. We had no food parcels for quite a while, but later on they 
came in fairly regularly. Cigarettes and clothing were pilfered 
from our personal parcels from next of'kin. 

3. On one occasion, I do not remember the date, I was working 
on a fatigue levelling a road. An Italian guard told me to get a 
move on and just then I spat some dust out of my mouth. I did 
not spit at him, but away from him on the ground. He picked up 
a stick and hit me on the back. I threw down my shovel and ho 
then fetched an Italian Officer who took my name and number. I 
was put in the detention tent for about 8 days. This was often 
very overcrowded. 

4. There were a number of deaths at this camp in the winter 
of 1942/3 from exposure, lack of food and lack of medical 
attention. Sometimes men died on the 'recreation field and there 
were one or more funerals every day, at least 30. My own friend 
Sergeant Ashworth died of pneumonia, as did several others. 
Later on bad cases went to the civilian hospital at Macerata. 
I was there once and was well treated. 

5. The Camp Authorities were very harsh about stoppages of 
pay for damage. The least mark on a blanket meant a stoppage 
and one prisoner who had a small ink stain on his blanket was 
stopped 5,000 lire, which meant that he got no pay for months. 

6. There were some Fascists among the Italians, who wore 
very antim.British. Two in particular were spies and came 
spying round our quarters continually. 

7. With other prisoners I escaped from Camp 53 about 9th 
September 1943. We got food from Italian peasants, selling our 
personal belongings to pay and also working on the farms. I got 
through the lines to the British forces in January 1944 in the 
neighbourhood of Castel di Sangro. 

SWORN at 14 Castle Street, Liverpool) 
this 16th  day of April 1945 	 EDWARD SENIOR 

Before me, 
W.H. P;!IMBERTUN 
Commissioner for Oaths. 
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IN THE LIATTSR OF THE ILL-TRZALAIENT 
OF BRITISH PRISONERS OF WAR AND 
BRSACHES OF THS GENEVA SONVENTION 
1929 AT CAMP No.53 AT SFORZA COSTA 
ALSO KNOWN AS MACaRATA DURING THS 
PERIOD OCTOBER 1942 to SEPTEABER 
1943 

Copy 

AFFIDAVIT 

- of 

PRIVATE EDWARD SSNIOR 

E TRSASURY SOLICITOR. 
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IN 	THS 	MATTER of THE ILL.TREATMENT OF 
BRITISH PRISONERS OF WAR AND BREACHES OF THE GENEVA 
CONVENTIONS 1929 AT CAMP No.53 AT MAGERATA DURING 
THE PERIOD OCTOBER 1942 to SEPTEMBER 1943. 

AFFIDAVIT 

I, FRANK WYNNE, Fusilier, No. 4127140, now at 21st Holding 
Battalion, Royal Welch Fusiliers, Newtown, Montgomeryshire, 
and with a permanent address at 117, Upper Canning 6treet, 
Liverpool a, make oath and say as follows :. 

1. I was taken prisoner of war at or near Gazala, North 
Africa, on the let June 1942, and was taken through various 
transit camps in North Africa. I spent fourteen days at a 
prisoner of war camp at Tarhuna in June 1942, and from there 
was sent to a prisoner of war camp at Suane Ben Aden, North 
Africa, where I spent about a month during July 1942. I was 
prisoner of war at Camp No.66 at Capua from the 1st August 
1942 until Clotober 1942, and was thence sent on to Camp No. 
53 at Macerata. I was prisoner of war at Camp No.63 at 
Macerata from October 1942 until September 1943, the time of 
the armistice. 

2. The conditions in this camp during that period were as 
follows:. 

As regards accommodation, we had three.tier beds in a 
disused factory; this was terribly overcrowded: the building 
was very dirty and verminous. 

As regards food, we were allowed one cup of coffee in the 
morning, later a roll and a small piece of cheese and a ladle 
of macaroni or rice skilly in the eveLing, and on two days in 
the week a small piece of meat. 	This was insufficient to 
maintain life, and cases of malnutrition were frequent. 

As regards clothing, some had just enough, but many 
prisoners of war had not. During the winter many had to 6o 
on roll-call in a blanket. 

SWORN at Newtown in the County ) 
of Montgomery this 4th day of 
May 1945 

Before me, 

J.T. 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 

FRANK WYNNE 
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IN THS UATTER OF THE ILL•TREATMENT 
OF BRITISH PRISONERS OF WAR AND 
BREACHES OF THE GENEVA CONVENTIONS 
1929 AT CAMP No.63 AT MACERATA 
DURING THE PERIOD OCTOBER 1942 TO 
SEPTEMBER 1943. 

Copy 

AFFIDAVIT 

• pf 

Fusilier FRANK WYNNE. 

TEE TREAJURY SOL1J1TOR. 
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IN THE MATTER OF THE ILL-TFCATMENT oe WaTTIz2h 
PRISONERS OF WAR AND BREACHEC OF THR GENEVA CONVENTION 
1929 AT CAMP No.53 AT MACrRATA (SFORZA COSTA) BETWmrM 
NOVE)(BER 1942 and SrPTEMBER 1943. 

AFFIDAVIT 

I, No.153891, CAPTAIN FRANK JAMES FISH, R.A.M.C. of. Camp -
Reception Station, 22 North I'ark Road, Bradford, Yor'ashire7  

private address at 3",r1 Larks tall Roari, South Chin ford, 
E.4. make Oath and say as follows :- 

1. 	I was taken prisoner at Tobruk on ::Oth June 1942 and ar'ter 
being Modica] Officer at Benghazi Camp for about a month I 
reach;? Italy about 4th August 1242 by aeroplane. 

2• 	After about three weake at Camp No.75 at Bari 1  was moved 
to Camp Tia.7P- at Sulmona arriving about the end of August or 
beginnint; af September, 1942. 

3. I found this Camp to be quite well run. It was treated at 
that time au a transit camp. 	was not officially a Medical 
Officer at th'!.(4 Camp but did a certain amount in our own 
compounds. T obtained the pay of a Medical Officer (1700 lire 
a month) but I diri not get all the privileges I should have had 
as a Medical Officer. 

4. There appeared to be a great number of Red areas parcels 
in stook so we did not have to bother very much about the rations 
provided by the Italians. The Red Cress food and Italian 
rations were put together and we fed fairly well. 

5. About the beginning of November, 1942 I was moved to Camp 
No.53 at Maoerata (Sforza Costa) and was a Medical Officer there. 
Other Medical Officers were Captain Allan Fredorick Graham (/ aa 
not sure of the second Christian name) R.C.A.M.C. serving with 
the British Army, Captain Allen, R.A.M.C., who I think lives at 
Morecambe, Captain Hutchinson, R.A.M.C., whom I believe was 
repatriated in 1943, Captain Frewen, R.A.M.C., and Captain 
McLeod, R.A.M.C. These last four were with me all the time I 
was at this oamp. 

F. 	We arrived lust after the first contingent of British 
prisoners of War, this being a new camp. It consisted of a 
converted cotton mill and still required a good, deal of 
completing, for instance many of the doors were missing. 
believe windows were missing too but cannot be certain. 

I 

7. 	For the first fortnight the Medical Officers ware ovor- 
wheimed with work owing to the amount of disease among trio 
prisoners. I can confirm that the de-lousing as carried out by 
the Italians was quite incompetent. All it appeared to do was 
to accelerate the process by hatching out the nits. We all had 
lice, both Officers and men, all through the winter, but things 
became rather better in the summer. There were also bugs in the 
middle of 1943, in my view these were not due to the conditions 
in the Camp but were brought in by men who came from another 
Camp at Tuturana. 



2296 
I 

• The first Italian commandant whilst I WIE1 there was not 
particularly helpful nor very pleasant. He was replaced 
about April or May, 1P43, by another Commandant whose name, 
think, was Capuzzini. He was the only Italian Officer I have 
met who behaved like an Officer. He was strict but perfectly 
fair and just and insisted on the place being run as a Unit. 
He made improvements in the Camp and checked his Officers if 
they did not do exactly as he wanted. 

9. 	By the Spring of 1043 the Camp shower baths were working 
fairly well. The Officers water supply was better than that 
of the men and we were able to get a wash down every day. The 
only Officers in the Camp were the Medical Officers and the 
Padres, their names, so far as 	remember being Simmons, a 
Baptist padre, later Rigby, a South African Church of England 
padre, and in the Spring of 1'143  Forster, a Roman Catholic 
padre. 

70. 	The men's food consisted of the usual mineetra or stilly 
with a few bits of macaroni and rice with supposedly twice a 
week, meat in it. 

11 • 	 The first Italian !!elical Officers whose namee I do not 
know, were unhelpful but not particularly hostile. •After 
two or three months, that is to say about January cr 
February, 1-'43, the Medical Officer was Caritano del Atti, 
who was not unfriendly or unhelpful but whom we found -ratty 
useless. This lid not matter much as Lt. !!ari, the junior 
Medical Officer as extremely helpful so far as he csull be 
under the circumstances. 

12. When we arrived the Camp hospital or infirmary was not 
sood. There was no extra food for the sick and sheets were 
changed only very irregularly. There were none of the 
ordinary sick room or hospital appliances and 7:en suffering 
from pneumonia had to be helped down a cold corridor to the 
latrines, anti supported there as these wore of the Italian 
pattern with no seats. There was a great lack of all the 
things which are usual in a hospital but this wasimp- raved 
when Captain Frewen took over the administration of the 
Camp hospital. 

13. There were never enough dressings or material for 
dressings supplied by the Italians as we could only dress 
the more severe cases; as it was we collected the 
prisoners' field bandages and washed them to use ag,in. 
We were very badly of for drugs a"d never had enough 
Sulphapyriiine. As reoarle snrgical instruments, we got 
a certain aslount, one or two soalpols and a pair of 
dress inc forceps. we lid not really reanine a great deal 

the work We were doing as serious cases were supposed 
to be sent out to a local hasptsl. We avaided doing this 
in many oases as it appsared to be lnite usual for t -sae 
Italians to seer ate without msaosthetics. One prisoner, 

name I do not remember, infarned me that he had had 
a finger taken o:f and no anasIstaetLcs had beer used. 
Another man whose name I do not :'ensnbsr, had a rib 
dissection (empyena) without anaesthetics, but %.8 I have 
stated, this appears to be not uncommon in Italy. :n the 
0%.717 hospital we were provided with ethyl ohlar'de, 
which is a local anaesthetic and of little or na use for 
anything more than the surfaoe of the 	'sena what is aomnonly known as a freezing or local aasestaeto. We 
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improvised with tin cans and were able to turn this into a 
general anaesthetic, but this was not popular with the 
Italians. We did this because many conditions need proper 
treatment under general anaesthetic, for instance a septic 
finger which is operated on with only local anaesthetic may 
later have to come off or may be left permanently stiff. 

14. The British Medical Officers ran the whole of the Camp 
hospital, of course under Italian supervision, but with 
British prisoners for orderlies, but the Italian supervision 
mainly consisted of telling us that we could not have any 
more dressings. 

15. While I was there, particularly in the winter of 1942, 
there was a great deal of pneumonia, almost amounting to an 
epidemic, and a large number of deaths. Over the Christmas 
period of 1442 there were at least ten deaths and there were 
two soon after I got there. 	The funerals were frequent - 
almost daily. Pneumonia is definitely aggravated by exercise 
and ohange of temperature, which made the provision of 
appliances to avoid the necessity of patients having to go 
to the latrines of the utmost importance. 

la. 	The main diseases were malnutrition, nephritis and 
diarrhoea. The British Prisoners arrived in various stages 
of malnutrition. The first lot were not too bad but as other 
batches came in their condition was progressively worse. 
Some of the last lot we had from Tripoli, which was some 
time after the battle of Alamein, died shortly after reaching 
the Camp and the physical condition of this lot was terrible. 

17. 	Some considerable time after I got to this Camp Red 
Cross invalid parcels came through and made conditions much 
easier. Apparently as it was a new Camp the Red Cross 
authorities did not know of us which was why there wan a 
considerable delay. 	The Italians informed us that they had 
done all that was necessary to notify the Red dross. 

1F3. 	The clothing situation for the prisoners was very bad 
until the Red °roes clothing parcels came. The Italians did 
issue a certain'amount of Italian uniform but the condition 
of their own soldiers was just as bad. 

19. The Italians were very severe on charging or fining for 
breakages and damage. There appeared to be no system of 
writing off any articlen destroyed or damagadand any item, 
however small, had to be charged to somebody; even small 
holes or stains (particularly on sheets because they had no 
soap for washing) were charged against the man in possession 
of the article at the time though it may have been in that 
condition when ho received it. Later we learned to examine 
any article issued and refuse them if marked or stained. 

20. As regards the Italian personnel of the Camp, the 
Officer partly in charge of No. 1 Compounl was very helpful 
wherever possible. His name was Albersetti, but we 
called him "Busty". Lt. Natal° of, I think, the Alpini, 
was also helpful. The Italian guards, at any rate the 
private soldiers, were usually quite friendly. I spoke 
Italian well and was often called in to argue with one of 
the guards, especially if there was not an Italian Officer 
about. One of the Lieutenants, whose name I do not know 
but who I think belonged to the :savoy Grenadiers, was 
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troublesome and hostile. He kicked my batman L/Bdr. 
Davidson, Field Regiment, R.A. I do not remember the date. 

21. The guard room used for detention of prisoners was 
very unsatisfactory, it consisted of an Italian canvas 
tent. Quite often a prisoner in detention was not allowed 
out to urinate and at first there was not even palliasses 
arid prisoners had to al8ep on the ground. 

22. As regards sanitation, the lavatories were often 
blocked up. One set was found to be blocked with stones 
after we had been in camp a week, these never having been 
removed by the builders. The men's living conditions were 
bad in winter owing to the overcrowding, the heat of the 
human bodies packed in three tier beds with very little 
space between them made the place very unwholesome. 

23. At a date which I do not remember but which I think 
was at the beginning of 1943, I was told of a case where 
a British Prisoner was shot in the leg. I do not remember 
who informed me and I do not know the circumstances, but 
I understood that he was in No. 3 compound, behind the 
cookhouse, where he ought not to have been. This, however, 
is only hearsay. 

SWORN by the said Oaptain Frank) 
James Fish at Bradford in the 	F.J. FISH. 
bounty of York this 30th day of 	Capt. R.A.M. 
May 1945 

Before me, 
J. HEDLEY SUTOLIFFE. 

A Oommissioner for Oaths. 

4. 
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IN THE MATTER OF TH":7. ILL-TREATMENT 
OF BRITISH PRISONERS OF WAR AND 
BR":.:AOHE3 OF THE GENEVA CONVENTIONS 
1020 AT CAMP N0.5 AT MACERATA 
(S'ORZA COSTA) BETWEN NOVEMBER 
1942 arrl 3EPTEBER 1'147. 

AFFIDAVIT 

Of a" 

CAPTAIN PRg7K jA=S FISH 
No.15:3R91, R.A.M.C. 

THr Tr'SARY 
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IN THE MATTER OF : 

The ill-treatment of British Prisoners of 
War and breaches of the Geneva Conventions 
1929 at Camp No. 53 at Maoerata (Sforza 
Costa) between November 1D42 and September 1943 

AFFIDAVIT 

I, No. 815870 B.S.M. EDWIN FRANCIS JOHN, B.A., of 27 Wembley 
Hill Road, Wembley, Middlesex, make Oath and say as follows :- 

1. I was captured at Mersa Matruh on June 28th or 29th 1942 
and arrived in Italy in early August, landing at Brindisi. After 
a short time in a transit camp there, I was at Camp No. 87 at 
Benevento from mid-August to November 1942 and after a few days 
at Camp No. 86 at Capua I arrived at Camp No. 53 Macerata 
(Sforza Costa) in November 1942. I was one of the early contin-
gents of British prisoners to arrive at this camp, which 
consisted of a converted cotton mill which required a good deal 
of oompleting. Many of the doors were missing, these being big 
double doors, and a number of windows were also missing anc'. were 
not put in until the spring of 1943. As a result the men 
suffered considerably from the cold. 

2. I remember Captain F.J. Fish, R.A.M.C. arriving at the camp 
and that he acted as a medical officer. The contingent from 
Benevento were in a very bad state of malnutrition and disease. 
The plane was overridden with lice and the Italian methods of 
de-lousing were quite inefficient and merely appeared to 
accelerate the process. There were also bugs in the summer of 
1943. 

3. The first Italian Commandant while I was at this camp was 
not particularly helpful, but he was replaced in April or May 
1943 by another who was a good officer, being strict but 
perfectly fair and just. 

4. The water supply for washing in No. 1 Compound was had 
because there were only two small wash houses for 2,500 men. 
In the spring of 1943 there wore showers provided which workel 
fairly well. 

5. For food we had the usual skilly with a small amount of 
macaroni or rice in it and oocasionally a minute bit of meat. 

6. There was a lot of pneumonia in the camp and a number of 
men died. Funerals were frequent round about Christmas 1942, 
almost daily. The main diseases apart from pneumonia were 
malnutrition and diarrhoea or dysentery. 

7. The clothing position was very bad before Red Cross clothing 
parcels arrived. A certain amount of Italian uniform was issued 
by the Italians but the condition of their own soldiers was just 
as bad. 

8. The Italians were very severe en charging us a fine for 
breakages or damage; particularly as regards sheets and blankets, 
any small stain or hole being charged against the man who had it, 
although it may have been in that condition when he received it. 
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As a result we learnt to 
it if it ha-1 any mark or 
but these were withdrawn 
Italian prisoners of war 

Si 

examine any article iesuod and refuse 
stain. For a short time we had sheets 
and we were told this was because 
in American camps had not got sheets. 

9. The sanitation was unsatisfactory, because the drain 
under the latrines did not work. I myself had to detail 
prisoners four or five times a day to use long poles to clear 
the latrines. 

10. Some time in the spring of 1943 there was a raid made by 
Carabinieri and they removed a number of prisoners' personal 
belongings, like watches and rings. I hid and kept my ring. 
The pretext, we were informed, was that the British had robbed 
Italian prisoners in Abyssinia. 

11. I remember an occasion, though not the date, when a prisoner 
whose name I think was Brown was shot. I did not see the incident, 
but from the talk in the camp it appeared that he was behind the 
000khouse, whioh meant that he was next to the outer wall of the 
camp and it may have been that he was trying to esoape. It would 
not have been unreasonable for a sentry to take this view from 
the position in whioh Brown was. I believe he returned to the 
oamp later from the infirmary. I do not know if any challenge 
was given before the shot. 

12. I was at damp No. 53 when Trooper Aaron was shot, but I was 
not an eye witness and only heard the general camp talk about 
the incident. 

13. After the Italian surrender the Italian guards left and 
Captain Frewen, after there had been some escapes, ("ailed the 
Warrant Officers together and asked us to keep the men in order 
and together. As the Germans arrived a few of us left the camp 
on the other silo. I was re—captured with two sergeants, got 
away again in a few hours and crossed into the American lines a 
week later. 	The two sergeants did not escape the second time. 
One of them was Sergeant F. Palmer R.A. (Field), who I know was 
in a German prisoner of war camp and the other was Sergeant 
(Eddie) Davies, who I think was in the Recce Corps but I did not 
hear what happened to him. 

SWORN at Wembley in the County) 
of Middlesex this 6th day of ) E. F. JOHN 
June, 1945 

Before me, 
J.A. NICHOLLS. 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 
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IN THE MATTER OF : 

The ill-treatment of British 
Prisoners of War and breaohes 
of the Geneva Conventions 1929 
at Camp No. 53 at Macerate 
(Sforza Costa) between November 
1942 and September 1943 

AFF/DAVIT 

- of - 

B.S.M. E.F. JOHN 

THE TREASURY SOLICITOR. 
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IN THE MATTER OF :- 

The ill-treatment of British prisoners of war and 
breaches of the Geneva Conventions 1929 at Camp 
No.53 at Macerata during the period 14th November 
1942 to about 15th September 1943 

•■■•■■■•••■11.. 

AFFIDAVIT 

I, STAFF SERGEANT JOHN EDWARD GEORGE PETERS, No.1871470, 
No.7 Bomb Disposal Company, R.7. with the present address 
of Belfield House, Belfield park, Weymouth, and with a 
permanent address at Hill View, Andover Road, Ludgershall, 
Wiltshire, make Oath and say as follows :- 

1. On the 29th/30th June 1942 I was taken prisoner of war 
at about SO miles froM Mersa Matruh, North Africa. 1 was 
taken to a Camp at Tobruk, where I stayed for a week to ten 
days: thence to Derna, whore I stayed 2 - 3 days: thence to 
Benghazi, where I stayed nearly a month. On about the 9th 
August 1942 I was shipped from Taranto to Brindizi: thence to 
Camp No.87 at Benevento, Italy. I was at Camp No.87 from 
about the 14th August 19'2 to the 4th November 1942 and then 
from there was transferred to Camp No. 66 at Capua, where I 
stayed some ten days. I was then sent to camp No.53 at 
Macerata. 

2. I was a prisoner of war at Camp No 	at Macerata from 
about the 14th November 1942 until my absence about a week 
after the armistice on or about the 15th September 1943. I 
do not know the name() of the Italians in oontrol at this 
camp during this period, either medical or otherwise, but I 
think that Sergeant-Major Woollaeton, R.E., might be able to 
give this information. He was with me at the camps at 
Benevento, Capua and Macerata, and his real rank was W/0.1 
Clerk of Works, C.R.E. Tobruk. 

3. The conditions at the said Camp during the said period 
were :- 

lajasaLlaacammodation. We were housed in a 
converted sugar beet factory with three-tier beds. There was 
terrible overcrowding. The atmosphere was very unhealthy and 
cold and very damp, through water and mud which oozed through 
the door. There must have been some 600 men in the building 
and no winter clothing was provided so far as any newcomers 
were concerned. 

As regards food. 	The daily ration was :- 

One small roll of bread, about 250 grammes: about a 
pint of skilly with a little vegetable and a small allowance 
of macaroni or rice: a small portion of meat on two days 
a week and a small portion of cheese on the remaining days 
of the week. 

This meant certain otarvaton which was only averted 
by Red Cross parcels, but they were uncertain and intermittent. 
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10 
As  regards sanitation. 	There were concrete holes in 

outhouses but no flushing or attention of any sort from 
Italians. No flyproofing. 

In consequence of the above conlitions, there was a 
lot of disease in the Camp. Men were just fading away, 
especially when the Red Cross parcels failed in the depth 
of winter. Our medical officers said that the problem 
was very acute because there was a bad attack of 
meningitis, for which ventilation wan most essential, but 
the alternative was pneumonia because everyone was so 
reduced through lack of nutrition. 

AS regards Medical arranpremnts. 	There was a small 
infirmary but at first the Italians had no supplies or 
equipment there. I know this because there were mates of 
mine who had diseases, e.g. desert sores, and who should 
have gone to hospital, but it was no good going to the 
infirmary because they could not get treated there. 	They 
were using cellophane off the cigarette packages as 
bandages. Later Red Cross medical supplies helped the 
situation. 

4. 	Shortly after the armistice, which was on the 0th 
September 1943, I es,)aped from the said oanp with Staff. 
Sergeant Gunn, Sergeant Burrows, 7th R.T.R., and Corporal 
Lazarus, No.129855 and Driver Unger, R.A,S.O. and wandered 
in the neighbourhood until the 24th May 1944, when T joined 
the Allies. 

SWORN by the said John Edward ) 
leorge Peters ar Weymouth in 
the County of Dorset this 15th 
day of June 1945 

J..G. P7T7RS. 

Before me, 
W.T. WILKINSON. 

A Commissioner for oaths. 
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IN THE MATTER OF :- 

The ill-treatment of British 
prisoners of war and breaches of 
the Geneva Conventions 1929 at 
Oamp No.53 at Macerata during 
the period 14th November 1942 to 
about 15th September 1943 

AFFIDAVIT 

- of - 

S/SGT • J • 7G• P7TERS 

THE TREASURY SOLICITOR. 
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The ill-treatment of British prisoners of war and broaches 
of the Geneva conventions 199 at Camp No.53 at Manerata 
luring the period 13th November 1942 to September 1943 

AFFIDAVIT 

I, ALB7RT 7RN73T T&U3LIN, No.1035729 Private, V.R.D., 9th 
Ohilwell Group, 17hite City Stadium, 19,12. and with a permanent 
address at 79 Lenhurst Road, Lewinham, S.1 .13 make Oath and say 
as follows : 

1- 	On June 2ist 1942 I wan taken prisoner of war at or near Tobruk 
North Africa. I. was from there taken to Timimi where I stayed one 
night: then to Derna where I stayed four days: then to Benghazi 
wl-ere I ota7ed about five weekn; and from thence was shipped to 
Naples whore I arrived on nth August 1942. From there I was sent to 
Camp No.R0 at Lucca, where I stayed until 13th November 1942, when 
I ,::as sent to Camp No.53 at acerata. 

2. 	I was prisoner of war at Camp Fo.53 at Macerata from about 
13th November 1942 to the 15th September 1943. The conditions at 
the said Camp during that period were as follows :- 

As regar, ln accomm(riation, 	were housed in an unused factory 
shed of eement construction throurhout: no ti'''er, and there was no 
heating wleatnoe.fer; no provision for heating had been made in ito 
construction. The overcrowding - was extreme. There were about 2500 
to a compound in a space where 1000 would have been reasonable. The 
bunks were packed so close together that the men could hardly pass 
between them. The buildings wore swarming with vermin, and the 
Italians made no attempt to clean the place. 

As regards food, the daily ration was a small loaf of bread; 
about two pints of thin vegetable skilly with a little macaroni or 
rime; occasionally a email piece of cheese or meat. The only 
variation was during January 1943 when potatoes were added to the 
skilly. General malnutrition was the consequence: the Red Cross 
parcels just kept us going, when they were available but they were 
irregular and often delayed. In December 1942 our senior medical 
officer at the Camp, Captain Frewen, 	0M R.A • -d-• _ • I  dictated a cablegram 
for despatch to Red Cross, Geneva, as follows" "Please expedite 
parcels, men dying from pneumonia super added to malnutrition". I 
am able to quote these words because it was exhibited on a board and 
the starvation and disease in the camp was so extreme that we 
prisoners used to read it over and over daily, because the feeling 
that it might be answered gave us hope and sense of relief. I do 
not know if the Italian Command allowed the said cablegram to he 
despatched. 

As regards clothing, the only issue made by the Italians them-
selves was pieces of stiff linen roughly 12" square, in lieu of 
socks. All other clothing was sent through the Red Cross but there 
was by no means enough to go round. If one man got socks, he got 
no vent or shirt and vice versa. 

There was a let of disease in the Camp, chiefly malaria, 
pneumonia and later meningitis. The meningitis created a great 
scare and the authorities insisted on the windows in the shed being 
kept open to endeavour to keep down infection; this meant that the 
prisoners near the open windows got chills and pneumonia. 

As regards medical arrangements, there was a hoerital rr)o-, but 
it was very dirty. The patients had sheets, but they were not clean: 
a new case went into dirty sheets of the previous man. 

There was a terrible lack of water in the Camp. One could not 
wash. There were three taps which trickled only for 2500men. 

SWORN at 77 High street, Lewisham in) 
the County of London this 1Rth day ) 	A.7. TA'TLIN 
of July 1945 

Before me.  

A Commissioner for Oaths. 
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IN THE MATTER OF : 

The ill-treatment of British 
prisoners of war and breaches 
of the Geneva Conventions 1929 
at 'Damp No. 53 at Macerata 
during the period 13th November 
1942 to September 1043 

AFFIDAVIT 

- of - 

Pte. A.B. TAMPLIN 

TH7 TRASURY'SOLIOITOR. 
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IN THE VATTER OF :- 

The ill-treatment of British Prisoners of 
War and breaches of the Geneva Conventions 
1929 at Camp No. 53 at Macerate (Sforza 
Costa) between November 1942 and April 1943 

AFFIDAVIT 

I, No. 7882639 Lance Corporal DANIEL BERTIE SPANSWICK 
52nd Training Regiment R.A.C. at Bovington Camp, Dorset and 
with a private address at 3s Graig Park Road, Malpan, Newport, 
Monmouthshire, make Oath and say as follows :- 

1. I was captured south of Tobruk on 27th May 1942 by 
German troops. After being at camps in North Africa, I came 
by sea to Naples, arriving in August 1942 and after about 
three monthn at Card: No. 66 at Capua I arrived at Camp No 53 
at Macerate (Sforza Coeta) in November 1942. 

2. I was in tho first batch of 500 prisoners in this 
camp. Every week or so another batch arrived, so that there 
were never enough Rod Cross parcels, as there were always more 
men that there had been when the Red Cross parcels had been 
sent off. 

3. The camp consisted of a ocnverted cotton mill. It 
wanted a good deal doing to it. Many of the big double doors 
were missing and windows in general were missing, not being 
put in until early in 1943. As a result the men suffered 
badly from the cold. 

4. The oamp wan over-ridden with lice and no adequate 
steps were taken for disinfestation. I remember Captain Fish 
R.A.M.C. who acted as a medical officer at the oamp, arriving. 
The men who arrived after him at the camp showed progressive 
stages of ma _nutrition and disease, particularly the later 
onese 

5. The Italian Camp Commandant in charge when I arrived, 
4whc was not particularly helpful, left shortly ptefore I did 
in April 1943. Rim successor was quite good. "e was strict, 
but rot unfair or unjust. 

A. 	The water supply was inadequate. There were only two 
s all waah_houeee for as many as 2,500 mon. Before I left, 
however, showers were installed anJ these were fairly 
satisfactory. 

7. 	For food we had the usual skilly with -Macaroni or 
rice in it and twice a week a small piece of meat. On the 
other days in the week we had a small bit of cheese. 

R. 	Owing to the mal-nutrition and cold there wore a lot 
of deaths, particularly in the winter. There were about six 
deaths on either Christmas or Boxing D  ay and other deaths 
round about the Christmas period. There were many cases of 
pneumonia, a number of which were fatal and other diseases 
were general mal-nutrition and dysentery. 



9. The Red Cross parcels did not arrive very well until 
about Christmas 1942. I obtained from the Italians a pair of 
breeches and a coat. 

10. Any damage to articles issued by the Italians was 
charged against a man's pay. In particular any small stain 
on a sheet or blanket was charged for at an enormous rate, 
even though the article may have been received in that condi-
tion by the prisoner, the fine was still charge' against him 
on its discovery. As a result of this the prisoners would 
refuse any article if it had any mark or stain. 

11. The sanitation was unsatisfactory, the drain under the 
latrines not working and having to be cleared with poles. 

In April 1943 a number of prisoners lost their personal 
belongings or jewellery during a raid by the Carabinieri. 
I did not lose my ring as I got wind of the raid and kept 
my ring in my mouth. 

13. I never went into the camp infirmary as a patient 
though I did go for treatment for a septic thumb. There were 
no medical supplies with which to attend to this and there 
was no anaesthetic. I eventually drew it out myself with 
soap and sugar. There was no fuel for heating in the 
infirmary during the early part of my time at this oamp. 
Some of the prisoners wore moved to the civilian hospital and 
a friend of mine whose name I do not remember went there with 
pneumonia and recovered. 

14. In April 1943 I went to a working camp No. 102 attached 
to Aquila from which I escaped after the armistice and got 
back through the British lines on 20th October 1943. 

SWORN at Dorchester in the) 
County of Dorset this 13th) L/Cpl. SPANSWIOK, D.B. 
day of June 1945 

Before me, 

R. R. ANDIMS. 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 



IN THE MATTER OF :- 

The ill-treatment of British 
Prisoners of War and breaches 
of the Geneva Conventions 1929 
at Camp No.53 at Macerate 
(Sforza Costa) between November 
1942 and April 1943 

AFFIDAVIT 

- of - 

L/Opl. D.S. SPANSWIOK 

THE TREASURY SOLICITOR. 
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IN TR7 MATTER OF : 

The ill-treatment of prisoners of war and breaches 
of the Gereva Conventions, 1929, at P.G. Camp Nr,.53 
Macerata (Sforza Costa) between November 1942 and 
May 194.A 

AFFIDAVIT 

I, No.8213100 Private HENRY WILLIAM OVIATT, Pioneer Corps, 
(formerly Gunner, R.A.) of 21 Prisoner of War Camp, Oomrie 
Perthshire, with a home address at 7 Rivet Street, Old Kent Road, 
London, S.7.1. make oath and say as follows :- 

T. 	I was captured near Knightsbridge on Rth July 1942. I was 
taken via Mersa Matruh, Tobruk and Derna to Benghazi where I 
remained for about a month. I was then shipped via Benghazi 
to Naples. I reached P.G. Camp No.80, Lucca, on or about 5th 
August 1942 and I was thence transferred to P. s. Camp No.53, 
Maoerata, on or about 14th November 1942. I left it for Working 
Camp No.112/1 at Turin on or about 12th May 1943. 

2. I have perused the Affidavit sworn by L/Corporal Daniel 
Bartle Spanswick, R.A.C. on 13th June 1945. I corroborate what 
ho says as to the general conditions. of the Camp at Macerata, 
subject to the following comments. 

3. As to paragraph 3 of the said Affidavit, I understood that 
the Camp was a converted sugar-refinery. Some of the missing 
windows were replaced by Red ()rose tea-chests. 

4. As to paragraph R thereof, the water supply and sanitary 
arrangements in my Compound were reasonably good. 

5. As to paragraph 9 thereof, the clothing given to the Camp 
Leader for distribution was Wholly inadequate. We used to draw 
for clothing. 

R. 	As to paragraph 12 thereof, I cannot speak as to the 
particular incident, but, on leaving the Camp, I had 	watch, 
a pen, and needles taken from me. I only saved my lighter after 
I had remonstrated with the Camp Commandant. 

7. 	I cannot confirm paragraphs 13 or 14 of the said Affidavit 
What meagre medical supplies there were, were provided by the 
Red Cross. As these were wholly inadequate, there was little 
point in going sick. I lost a friend who, I think, died of 
pneumonia and malnutrition: he was Sergeant Larkinson (then of 
7R Anti Tank Regiment, R.A.). 

R • 	We slept in three-tier beds, and were overcrowded and lice- 
ridden. Each man had one cotton blanket. 

9. 	During winter months, fatigue parties were employed in 
picking up stones in the river-bed to make a road in the Camp. 

	

f' 	• 
SWORN at 	( 

11-1 / r 0 gtt 

in the AtAtfi-/ 	of Pz,,d. 
this 	0( 	day of Altl/e/t 	1945 i 

Before me / 
filf .7helet( 
	 11 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 
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IN TH7 MATT7R OF : 
	 2312 

The ill-treatment of Prisoners of War and breaches of 
the Geneva Conventions, 1929, at camp 11o.53 Sforza Costa 
(Macorata) during the period 22nd November 1942 is 9th 
Juno 1943 

AFFIDAVIT 

I, No.913775, Lance-Corporal ROY ALLENBY BARTELL of London 
District Provost Company (0.1.P.) Ohelooa Barracks, London, S.W.1. 
with a home address at 9 Lambton Terrace, Primrose, Jarrow-on-Tyne 
County Durham, make Oath and pay ac follows :- 

1. I wan captured at Tobruk on 15th June 1942. I was taken (via 
Derna) to Tarhuna where I arrived between 21st and 25th Juno. I 
remained there about throo weeks and was then transferred to Suani 
Ben Adem. I loft the latter camp early in October 1942, and I wan 
shipped (via Tripoli) to Naples. I arrived at Naples on the 20th 
October 1942 and I was cent to Camp No. RA at Oapua the came day. 
On the 22nd November 1942, I was traneferred to Camp No.531  Sforza 
Costa (Macerata) where I remained until my transfer on 9th ,Tune 
1943 to the working camp No.149/V at Mazzageta (come 15 kme. from 
Verona). 

2. camp Ke.511  Sforza Costa, contained three compounds. I was 
placed in No.2 compound which contained five sectors lettered A to 
7. Sectors A B and C comprise one large bungalow and sectors D 
and 7, another bungalow. I was placed it bungalow E (17th Platoon) 

3. E Bungalow contained one largo room which sometimes housed as 
many as 500 prisoners of war. It was then very over-crowded. We 
slept on three-tier beds with a palliasse, a bolster and two 
blankets each. The beddin-, was incredibly verminous. 

4. The sanitary arrangements consisted of holes in the ground 
which were water-flushed. The water was turned on in the morning 
and evening. The washing facilities were very fair. 

5. We had the usual ersatz coffee for breakfast and at 1100 to 
1200 hours we had either Red Cross tea or, again Italian coffee. 
We had a daily ration of rather less than 200 grammes of bread 
each, cheese five days a week and meat the other two days. At 
1830 hours we had either macaroni or rice and vegetables with our 
meat ration (if in issue that day). 

F. 	We received Red arose parcels regularly until Christmas 1942. 
They then ceased until Mid-March 1943 after which they arrived 
at regular weekly intorvale and were distributed at the rate of 
one parcel per man. Mail arrived fairly regularly whilst I was at 
this camp. 

7. 	During the wince: months, long checking-parades, someti-e° 
three or four hours in duration, were held outside in all weathers. 
It was not unusual for prisoners of war to faint on these para-bo. 
Matters improved with the appointment of a now co-,mandant who 
used to have prisoners of war counted indoors in wet weather. 

R. 	Apart from the shooting of Trooper Aaron, I can recall no 
specific acts of violence of note committed against prisoners of 
war whilst I was at thin camp. 

SWORN by the said. ROY ALLENBY BART7H 
at 2/3 The Sanctuary in the City of 
Westminster this 1Rth day of Juno E45) 

Before me, 
CHARL7S T. HOLLAND. 

A Coanisuioner for Oaths. 

ROY ALLENBY BARTELL 
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: 

Thu ill-ttmorit of British 
prisonurs of war and broaches 
QL +,,LJ 	(jonV'-intiOnS 192;) 
&:t. e!.;.1) 1+0.53 Sforzu 00:;VI 
(biao,ir ,tu) d,rins Ltlri porlod 
ravi movo:Aour 1942 to 9tn Juno 1913 

AVVIDAVIT 

of 

L/41. Rea. BARTUbLi 	P • 

THu WISUaY SubiaTUR. 



2314 
08. 

IN TIM MATT7R OF :- 

The ill-treatment of British Prisoners of 
War and broaches of the Geneva Conventions 
1929 at Camp No. 53 at Macerata (Sforza 
Costa) during the period December 1942 to 
September 1943 

AFFIDAVIT 

I, No. 7520271 Private HUBPRT WILIJUVI PRICR, Army Catering 

Corps, now at 17 Battalion R.A.O.C. Thoresby Park Camp, near 

011erton, Nottinghamshire, and with a permanent address at 

40 Tomkinnon Drive, Kidderminster, Worcestorshire, make Oath 

and say as follows 

I was taken prisoner at Tobruk on 21st June 1942. I was 

thence taken to Tmimi and later to Benghazi and from there was 

shipped to Italy and owing to a ruptured cartilage in the knee 

was sent to Caserta hospital and on recovery left there in 

November 1942 being sent on to Camp No.AA at Capua. 

2. I was at Camp No.AA at Capua for about four weeks, during 

November 1942 when I was cent to camp No.53 at Macerata 

(Sforza Costa) where I was from December 1942 until September 

1941. 

3. Food rations at this camp wore very poor and inadoquate 

and as a consequence there were many cases of malnutrition. 

No Red Cross parcels were insue'l for the first few months 

when I was there. 

The buildings in which we wore housed were extremely dirty 

and very verminous. 

SWORN at Mansfield in the) 	H.W. PRICT. 
County of Nottingham this) 	 Pte. 7520231. 
first day of June 1945 	) 

Bofore me, 
JAMES N. VALLANC7. 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 
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' 	 of TIF,, ILL-TaTATNT 
11. -7; 	 (? —Aa AND 

7C' 	OONV7NTIONS 
10.T' RI-, CA:do No. r7 at MAVRNTA 
(Sforza. Costa) DiJLJNG TH7 P71IOD 
DF,CELB72 1942 to SEPT ,;:MFR 194 

APFIDAVIT 

- of - 

PTE. H.W. PdiT7  

IIIINIIIM•10.0=MM.••••••■•••••-•-  

TH TR7ASUAY SOLICITOR 
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IN THE LATTER Or' 

The ill—treatment of British prisoners of war and 
broaches of the Geneva Conventions 1929 at Camp 
No.53 at Lacerata during the period from December 
1942 to September, 1943. 

AMDAVIT 

I, REGINALD GORDON GUNN, No.1869526, Lech. Staff 
Sergeant R.E. at present at No.1 bomb Disposal Company, R.E., 
Walton Street barracks, Hull, Yorkshire; and with a permanent 
address at 86, Buckland Avenue Dover, Kent, make oath and say 
as follows :— 

1. In June 1942, I was taken prioner at Tobruk, North 
Africa. I was taken then to Camps at Derna and Benghazi. 

2. In August 1942, I arrived at Camp No.87 at beneven'Go 
where I stayed some three months and was from there sent to 
Camp No.53 at kacerata (Sforza—Costa) near Ancona, Ascoli, 
Italy, where I stayed until about the 15th September 1943. 
I eventually became a Section Leader in charge of part of 
this Camp. The accommodation at the said Camp during the 
said period was a large stone building with a concrete floor. 
From November 1942 until January 1943 we had no beds in my 
settore. Numbers 1 and 2 settores did have beds. These were 
wooden beds in three tiers. They were not durable and were 
soon infested with bugs and lice. These same type beds vere 
provided for us in January to eebruary 1943. We arrived at 
the Camp in November 1942 and until we got the beds, we slept 
on the concrete floor with two blankets. Very little clothing 
was issued to anybody. Some men were lucky enough to get 
Italian kit, but most of us were waiting until Larch 1943. 
We were then provided with some Italian and some Red Cross 
kit. Next of kin parcels also began to arrive in April. 

The medical arrangements were quite inadequate; no 
medicine or equipment. 

The washing facilities consistea of one pipe with a 
hole drilled. 

SV,OAN at the City and County 	) 
of Kingston upon Hull the 15th ) 
day of June 1945 

REGINALD G. GUNN 

 

Before me, 

THOS. C. JACKSON 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 
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IN THE LATTER OF :- 

The ill.treatment of 1)ritish 
prisoners of war and breaches 
of the Geneva Conventions 1929 
at Camp No.53 at Macerata during 
the period from December 1942 to 
September 1943 

Copy 

AFeIDAVIT 

of 

REGINALD GORDON GUNN 

THE TREASURY SOLICITOR. 
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•.. 	 ,• 	). 	is 

(11) uie ill.trontmcnt of Britioh priloners of war and 
breachco of ttle 4eneva Uonvcntiono 1029 at Carp no.53 
at Lncorata (Jurir- 	7e:io 	 7-.1-  to 
:2)ortebor 1943. 

()) Lie LAIrdor of Troo:-__. ::aron nt 	i!o.53 at Lacernta 
on a date in Juno or July 1.43. 

12 	 Aoyal Oorpc; 
of Si,,nal-.4 now at '65 Ian:: 	 :10wmaret anl with 
pormamnt addr:Js,7 at 2, .,an col. Street, Nottinrfnam, mak° oath and 
nay n3 follows:. 

1. 	On c.;L>) Juno 1.:)4f-. I 	ta:f3n priner of 17 - r at i4li:,:htsbridge Libya, t'', :?P.2 t:_lor I 	 to pPi 	oar at Dorna, Jendlazi Libya, - and thence. to ;;tulne ocn Aden in 	ana from there was 
shirred to 	rcachinL; Urv- No. f; at Oaru: In 7.).venber 1042. 

I ,!!!A-3 at On.!...7, Uo.30 at ',a^ua for about four weel:o in or about 
:3vebor 1042. Vhon I arl-ivi- A 	this oars a new camp had been 
propard, in which I ra:; rlacc, ari .lurinf; to timo that I was 
thore tho conditions wore tolerable. There had be'll an old oamp 
ncarby rhioh I was told .iad boon an awful pinoc. 

3. I was at Cr;:r 	nt :.-oerata from Jecc 	1942 to 
11t4 Sortomber 1043 . throe day-) rlitor the arri3tioc.I 1".npot 

the na 	of any itrli'.r3 in conn 	nt 	camp 1-rir 
t1.7.t. period. 

:Cho com,:itions in Li113 oamp 	vary 

A2 to acco...:Lodation t:loro was one boil air::; 	into 
three co!'r-oun.10 by ;:iro. Part o2 	buillin7 .711 unf!nilhe 
on ny arrival aAll we had to finilh it and lurir7,t!.-1!)t period 
there ra5 no proper d'aelter nnd-in conooquonco many oa3e3 of 
expocurc. I..ore wore many cases of pneumonia . I had it )70(31 
Tao buildinc; in question rr.: o:ttror.:,ly dirty 	)yor.:inouo. 

'LW food ration wac very roor r).nd inadequate and in 
consequence many cases of malnutrition and there !zor© no 1,ed Oro33 
rarools issuod during t:lo first few ,nths. 

4. In Jun:, or JA.y 1j43, on a d,%to v.,ich I 07.nnot now 7ive =ore 
proci3c3y, there oocurred a oase o. the c3hootinf! of Tromor Aaron 
at Campiso.L3 at Lacerata,. I I:new him roll; he ra3 tho languar;o 
instructor. 	wa:; roll call and a delay; thon I heard a 
shot. 1 did not ritnes t:io incident cysolf; but I ra told by 
many prisonor3 of war o.fterwrds, who tic re in ^ ^o3ition to noe 
watt happorcj., 	tiio said Aaron ):31-2t up to, sol;.t not ove.., tho 
trip wire to urinate which wa. fv7ainst order-, r :oryuron a 2rt..y, 
without any challen, firc's  uling a bull t 	 him 
is _,tartly. 

at 14 rlotei-;or sate 	) 
in t..1!. City of tiottirzilty:1 	) 

4t.i day of ArIll 	) 
Jefore, me, 

U. 	• ..P•••' 
A Conzzisc.ionor 
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in 	 :■ 

(a) The in.troatmt:nt of 4riti3:1 
rrilonor'l of war una Urwtchol 
of the ,Icncva CorventIonl 19 
at GaLT Uo.133 n.t Laceratft during 
trio period Docor'ber 1942 to 
:;c1rteLbue 1943 

(b) law; murdor of Trooper Aaron 
at Uacp lio.53 at Maoorata on a 
date in Juno or July 1943 

A 	D A ,f 1 

of 

:;ignalr..an 

3.77F, ACAUAI iJLICUT0h, 
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IN THE MATTER OF :- 

The ill-treatment of Prisoners of War and breaches 
of the Geneva Conventions, 1929, at Camp N0.53, 
Sforza Costa (Macerata) during the period from 
February to September 1943 

AFFIDAVIT 

I, No. 4275708 Corporal SA1UEL OLIVER, Royal Northumberland 
Fusiliers, D. Company, No.1 Army Selection Training Unit, 
Beckett Par',:, Leeds R, with a permanent address at 2 Dene 
Terrace, Winlaton, Blaydon-on-Tyne, County Durham, make Oath 
and say as follows 

1. I was captured in the region of Knightsbridge in Libya 
on the Ath June 1942. After about seven days at a military 
hospital at Derna, I 7as taken (via Derna) by hospital ship 
to Naples, where I arrived ton or about the 20th June, 1942. 
On arrival, I was eent to Caserta Hospital from which, after 
about ten days, I was transferred to Piacenza Hospital. I 
left the latter hospital on or about the 30th November 1942, 
when I was sent to Camp No.ri, Carpi (near Modena). I think 
I left Camp No.73 late in February 1043, when I was transferred 
to Camp No.53, Sforza Costa (Macerata). I escaped from the 
latter camp on or about the 15th September 1943. 

2. I have perused the Affidavit sworn by Lance-Corporal R.A. 
Bartell on the 18th day of June 1945. I agree with all he says, 
subject to the following comments. 

3. • I cannot speak as to .the arrival of Red arose parcels 
before February 1943; but I confirm that they did not arrive 
prior to mid-March 1943 and that thereafter they arrived at 
regular weekly intervals and were distributed at the rate of 
one parcel per man. I also cannot speak as to the long 
checking-parades held in all weathers out of doors: I was at 
this camp under the regime of the later Camp Commandant who 
used to have us counted indoors in bad weather. 

SWORN by the said SAMUEL OLIVER 
at 34 Albion Street Leeds in 
the County of York this 9th day ) 
of July 1945 

Before me, 
J.T. ROBINSON. 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 

S. OLIVER. Cpl. 
No.4275708 
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iv Ta.0 mak,..ElAba krio 

This ill.tv.n4tLiJ.at  of prisunuro 
of 	 is of 1. ILL) ,.j.  nova. 
Lk 11. )..', 	.; 1,, , . • 	J. • r. 

• J 	C..a•-; • • 	tho 
_ • L. 	to 'Ja) L 	r 

AFFIDAVIT 

of— 

Cpl. S. OLIVA0 
RoYal 	 Fusi. 1 iero 

•••••••■•■•■■ e...•••■■■•■■•■■■■■•■• ••■•■• Ow 

TH..; 21'2. 	 i'J.R • 
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IN THE MATTER OF : 

The ill-treatment of British Prisoners of War 
and breaches of the Geneva Conventions, 1929 
at Camp Mo. 53 at Macerata (Sforza Costa) 
between May and September 1943 

AFFIDAVIT 

I, No. 1893399, Driver HAROLD JAMES HOUSE of 121 Oakfield 
Road, Stapleford, Nottinghamshire, make Oath and say as follows: 

1. 	I was captured at Tobruk on the 22nd mine, 1942 and 
arrived in Italy in early August 1942. After two days at a 
transit camp at Brindisi I wont to Camp No.88 at Oapuao  from 
thence to Camp No.87 at Benevento. In November 1942 I was moved 
to Oamp No.85 at Gravina where I remained until May, 1943 when 
I was moved to Oamp No.53 at Macerata (Sforza Costa). 

• The prisoners of war at 
of malnutrition and disease. 
lice and the Italian methods 
cient and merely appeared to 
were also bugs in the summer 

this camp were in a very bad state 
The place was overridden with 

of de-lousing were quite ineffi-
accelerate the process. There 
of 1943 

3. The camp consisted of a converted cotton mill and many of 
the doors and windows were miseirw. Later the windows were rivt 
in. I was told that in the winter the men had suf,7ered 
considerably from the cold an a result. 

4. The water supply for washing was bad because there were 
only two small wash houses for 2,500 men. Showers were provi-
ded later which worked fairly well. 

5. For food we had the usual skilly with a small amount of 
macaroni or rice in it and occasionally a minute pleas of meat. 

	

8. 	The main diseases at this camp were pneumonia, mal- 
nutrition, diarrhoea and dysentery. 

7. The clothing position was very bad apart from the Red 
Cross parcels. A certain amount of Italian uniform was issued 
by the Italians but the condition of their own soldiers was 
just as bad. 

8. The Italians were very severe on charging fines for break-
ages or damage, particularly as rer,ards sheets and blankets. 
Any small stain or hole was charged against the man who had the 
article although it may have been in that condition when he ' 
received it. Ali a result we learmt to examine any article 
issued and refused it if it had my mark or stain. 

9. The sanitation was unsatiofaGtory because the drains 
under the latrines did not wcr k and had to be cleared several 
times a day with long poles. 

10. Shortly after the Italian surrender I escaped from the 
camp. I was recaptured by fascists chid handed over and was 
taken to Ascoli for interrogation. I had been in touch with 
British parachute troops but had been unable to get away 
before recapture. I was then taken to Camp No.70 at Fermo 
which was run by oarabinieri. 

SWORE by the said HAROLD JAkES HOUSE ) 
at 144  Fletcher Gate in the City of ) H.J. HOUSE. 
Nottingham this 9th day of June 1945 ) 

Before me, 
A.C.CROOKFORD. 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 

Aka 
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IN THE MATTER OF : 

The ill-treatment of British 
Prisoners of War and breaches 
of the Geneva Conventions, 1929, 
at Camp No.53 at Maoerata (Storsa 
Costa) between May and September 
194:3 

AFFIDAVIT 

. of 

Driver HAROLD JAMES HOUSE 

THE TREASURY SOLICITOR. 
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IN THT MALT! R OF :- 

The ill-treatment of British prisoners of war an 
breaches of the Geneva Conventiono 1929 at Camp 
No.53 at Macerata during the period from May to 
September 1943 

AFFIDAVIT 

I, WILLIAM Josrill SOUTHALL, Nc. 5249720, Corporal, with 
a present address of B" Company, No. 2 A.A.C., I.T.C., 
Shorncliffe, Folkestone, Kent, and with a permanent address at 
31 14111fields Road, Ettinghall, Wolverhampton, Staffordshire, 
make Oath and say as follows :- 

In June 1942, I was taken prisoner at Tobruk and stayed 
there in the open for three days: I was then sent to Derna 
where I was kept for six days; arl thonce transferred to 

Bengh
Benghazi where I stayed about 14 A.s.s: whence I was transferred 
to 

 
azi 

 Transit Camp where I stayed some three to four d.7,vs. 
At about the end of July 1942, I was sent to Camp No. 65 at 
Gravina, Italy. 

•- • I left the said Camp No. 66 at Gravina in May 1943 and 
was from there sent to Camp No. 53 at Macerata where I remained 
until the armietice in September 1943. The conditions at the 
said Camp No. 53 at Macerata during this period were :- 

The buildings in which the prisoners of war were housed 
were extremely dirty and infested with vermin and very over-
crowded: as a result, most of the prisoners of war slept out 
in a football field under bivouacs in preference. 

The food ration lv,s very poor and consequently there were 
many 3asen of malnutrition and disease. 

STORIT at Ross-on-Wye in the ) 
County of Hereford the 10th 	WILLIAM JOSEPH SOUTHALL 
day of July 1145 

Before me, 
J. ALLAN WILLIA,S. 

A Commissioner for ',7,atlis. 
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IN THE MATLA1 OF : 

The ill.treatmont of British 
prisoners of war and reaches 
of the Geneva Conventions 1929 
at Camp No.53 at aiacerata during 
the period from 11ay to September 
1943 

AFFIDAVIT 

of - 

WILLIAM JOSEPH SOUTHALL 

THL TRAJ;ASURY SULICI'20R. 
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	Be. 

IN THE MATTER OF :- 

The ill-treatment of British Prisoners of War 
and breaches of the Geneva Conventions, 1929, 
at Camp No.53, Macerata (near Sforza Costa) 
during the period July to September, 1943 

AFFIDAVIT 

No. 7522484 Corporal RONALD COLENSO, R.A.M.C. att. O.R.S. 
Llandudno, with a permanent address at "Braeside" Boundary Lane 
Heswall, Cheshire, make Oath and say as follows :- 

1. I was oaptured and tacen prisoner of war at the General Hospital, 
Tobruk, on 20th June 1942. I was removed by ambulance to the 
Prisoners' cage at Tobruk the following day; thenoe on or about 29th 
June 1942 to Bombe where /remained three or four days; thenoe to 
Derna where I remained some eight days and thence to Benghazi where 
I remained till 12th November 1942. I was then transported by ship 
to Taranto, where I arrived on 23rd November 1942. On my-arrival 
there, I was removed to Juisti Hospital, Taranto, from whioh (late 
in Docember 1942) I was transferred to Altamura Hospital where I 
remained about four days. I was thence sent to Canp No.65 Gravina, 
where I remained until my transfer to Camp No.53 Macerata (near 
Sforza Costa) on or about 18th July 1943. I escaped from the latter 
Camp on 15th September 1943; rejoining British Forces south of the 
Sangro River on 12th November .1943. 

2. At Camp No.53, we were accommodated in factory buildings. I 
was in the main building which held some 1300 Prisoners of War. I 
estimated, at the time, that these men were accommodated on a floor-
space of about 1500 square yards. We slept in three-tier beds 
(one man per tier). 

3. The sanitary and washing arrangements compared favourably with 
the general standards obtaining in Italian Prisoner of War Camps. 

4. Our daily ration of food consisted of 200 grams per man of 
bread of indifferent auality. For breakfast, we had ersatz coffee 
and bread with (for five days a week) a small portion of cheese. 
For our midday "meal", we usually had bread again, with (perhaps) 
a pint of poor-quality ekilly in the evening, and twice a week 
fragments of meat. 

5. ' 	To begin with, Red Cross parcels arrived fairly regularly; but 
latterly the supplies dwindled owing, no doubt, to'the dislocation 
of Italian Transport and other services in consequence of Allied 
Military aotivities. Mail was up to the average. 

A. 	The general standard of health at Camp No.53, was I think 
fairly good, compared with other camps. 

7. 	I oan recall no specific acts of violence committed against 
prisoners of war while I was at the Camp, but the guards 
(especially the carabinieri) were cruel and prone to use their 
rifle-butts with little or no provocation. 

SWORN by the above named 	) 
RONALD OOLENSO at Conway 	) 	RONALD OOLENSO. 
in the County of Caernarvon ) 
the Seoond day of June 194 5 ) 

Before me, 
R. GLYNNE JONES. 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 
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IN THE MATTER OF 

The ill-treatment of British 
Prisoners of War and breaches 
of the Geneva Conventions, 1929, 
at Camp No. 53, Maoerata 
(near Sforza Costa) during the 
period July to September, 1943 

AFFIDAVIT 

of - 

Oorporal RONALD COLENSO, R.A.M.C. 

ONO 

THE TREASURY SOLICITOR. 



2328 

IN *ME KAICLit OF :. 

The ill.treatment of Brit -18h Prisoers of. War 
and breeches o th.3 Geneva Conventions 1929 at 
M2c6rata iurinr; td;f) perior1 July 1943 to September 
1943. 

••••■•■•••■•,. 

A .t.'s.ILAVY 

11  ARTIUL.4, Ix/ALTER EVAN:?, Second Liac.tenant in the Pioneer 
Corps stationed at Lamest.vr ri.nd with permanent address at 

lontcalm Closes  Hayes, K,i.ut rako orll and say as follows :. 

1 	In Januai'y 1942 I we:, 	prisoner at Beret, Libya and 
was taki% to ft. PriAne" II :;4.r :lamp at Benghazi; was kept there 
five days and then trensl'eve-1 to Tarbuna; approximately sixty 
miles from Tripoli, where T st7,yed about fourteen days. Thence 
I was shipped to Camp ho. e;  at Vanua, Italy, arriving there 
about the end of eebrual7 1342, and stayeJ there for about 
three monthe until the en1 of Lay';.442, ther.ce I was sent to 
Camp W0.65 at Gravina. I was 1:ept at Gr%, :i.ns until about July 
1.C43 whence I was sent to 0a,_ No.33 u Macerata. 

2. 	I was prisoner of war r t Camp No.53 at Ilac8rata from 
July until the Arnistice in --optemel-  7043. 

During that period the . I,AlsinEt Icomariodation at this 
Camp was very bad. We were put in a sugar beet factory with 
three tier beds all infested :r to ,vermin ac no attempt was 
made by the Author ties to tmprove the conditions. 

All Red Cross percele were orem,r1 	-J.11 food tins 
were punctured. 

SWORN at Lancaster in the Counti) 
of Lancaster the 14th day of 
	

(:;:gd) A.W. LVANS, 
June 1945 
	

2/Lleut. 346620 
Pioneer Ocrps 

Before me, 

.R.I. SANDERSON 

A Conmisaioner for Oaths. 

1 
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• 
Ifi THE VATTER OF 

The i11-treatment of British 
Prisoners of War and areaches of 
the Geneva Oonventions 1929 at 
Lacerata during the period July 
1947 to September 1943 

Copy 

AFFIDAVIT 

• or 

2nd Lieut. A.W. EVANS 
ammaa.., 	  

TFF TREAS:2Ri SOLICITOR. 

4 
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IN THE LATTER OF 

The ill.treatment of British prisoners of war and 
breaches of the Geneva Conventions 1929 at Camp 
No.54at Maoerata during the period August and 
September, 1943. 

AFFIDAVIT 

I, THOMAS ERNEST HEROD, released from the Army on the 
15th November, 1944 and now engaged at the Post Office, but 
at one time No.193526, Private 309 General Transport Company, R.A.S.C., and with a permanent address at 16 Bassett Road, 
W.10 make oath and say as follows :- 

1. I was taken prisoner at Gazala North Africa on the 15th 
December 1941 and was thence taken to Benghazi where I 
stayed two days: to Crete where I stayed some 2 to 3 weeks; 
and then to Greeoe where I stayed about a month. I was then 
sent to Bari, Italy where I arrived at about Larch 28th 1942 
and stayed one day and was then sent on to Camp No.85 at 
Tuturano where I stayed Some 3 to 4 weeks. After staying 
some 3 to 4 weeks at Camp No.85 at Tuturano I was sent to 
Camp No.65 at Gravina. I was at Camp No.65 at Gravina for 
about a year from March, 1942 to Larch 1943. I was then sent 
to a Working Camp at Foggia near Carignola. I was at the 
said Working Camp at Foggia, near Cerignola from March to 
August 1943 and was from there sent to Camp No.53 at Lacerata. 

2. I was a prisoner of war at Camp No.53 at lacerato during 
August and September 1943. The conditions at the said Camp 
during that period were as follows :- 

There were some 8000 prisoners of war in the said Camp 
with accommodation fit for some 5000. I was in a tent in a 
field. The crowding in the said tent was extreme and the 
place was very verminous and no attempt was made by the 
Authorities to clean the tents or to eradicate the vermin. 

As regards food, it was a cut starvation ration but the 
Red Cross parcels just saved us. There was a lot of disease 
in the Camp, chiefly malaria and there was universal severe 
malnutrition. 

As regards medical arrangements, the Italian Authorities 
took no trouble themselves and left it to the British medical 
officers and orderlies to do the best they could with the Red 
Cross supplies. 

SWORN by the said THOMAS ERNEsT ) 
HEROD at 185 Ladbroke Grove in 	) 
the County of London this 15th 	) 
day of June 1945 

Before me, 

CHAS. E. ROBERTS 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 

T.E. HEROD 
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/ 

IN THE MATTER Off' 

The illwtreatment of British 
prisoners of war and breaohes 
of the Geneva Conventions 1929 
at Camp No.54 at Maoerata during 
the period August and September 
1943. 

 

    

Copy 

AFeIDAVIT 

- of 

THOMAS ERNEST HEROD. 

THE TREASURY SOLICITOR 
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IN THE MATTER OF : 

The ill-treatment of British prisoners of war 
and breaches of the Geneva Conventions, 1929 
at Camp N0.53 at Macerata during August/September 
1943 

AFFIDAVIT 

I, ARCHIBALD MACKEOHNIE BAIRD, No.7361731 Lance-Corporal 
13th Company, R.A.M.C., The Castle, Edinburgh, make Oath and 
say as follows :- 

1. On the 2Ath May 1942 I was taken prisoner of war at 
Knightsbridge near Tobruk, North Africa, and from there was 
sent to various North African camps, reaching Italy during 
November 1942. I was at Camp No.85 at Brindisi for some six 
months, leaving there in May 1941, and was from there sent to 
Camp No.75 at Bari, where I stayed for a few days; I was then 
in Altamura Hospital for some four weeks, then back again at 
Camp No.75 at Bari for a few days, and from there was sent to 
a working Camp at Gerignola, where I stayed some six weeks 
during June/July 1943. From Cerignola I was sent to Camp No.53 
at Macerata. 

2. I was prisoner of war at Camp No.53 at Macerata for some 
three weeks during August/September 1943. I cannot give the 
names, ranks or units of any of the Italian personnel in 
charge at the said Camp during the said period. The conditions 
at the said camp at the time were as follows :- 

It was a very large Camp, with several thousand prisoners 
of war, when I got there, there was no housing for me; such 
housing as there was was all full. I and others with me had 
to sleep in tenta . no beds or straw . just think blankets on 
the ground. 

AS regards food - the daily ration was a small roll of 
bread and about a pint of vegetable skilly with macaroni or 
rice. This was a starvation diet, and -only the Red Cross 
parcqls, which were intermittent and whioh we only got 
occasionally, saved us from starvation. 

SWORN by the said ARCHIBALD ) 
MACKECHNIE BAIRD at Rutherglen) 
in the County of Lanark this ) 	A.M. BAIRD. 
19th day of July 1945 

Before me, 
ALEX MACALLAN. 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 
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IN THE MATTER OF : 

The ill-treatment of British 
prisoners of war and breaches 
of the Geneva Conventions, 1929, 
at Camp No.53 at Macerate during 
August/September 1943 

AFFIDAVIT 

of - 

L/Cpl. A.M. BAIRD 

THE TR7ASURY SOLICITOR. 
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1. AFFItiAVIT ur Urariamatt J.0. TIbbott 'morn inn JuDo I04n 

2. AFFIDAVIT ur Otnrr 11111. WILinr G. JmIth gsworn 	Mny 190). 

3. AWFWAVIT "r 	M. Donlor awnru 1lifai ApvII 

4. AFFIDAVIT or Min. W. Wynno owuni 41.11 May 104r,. 

b. AFFIDAVIT or Ouptftin W.J. Fluh uworn 10LD MRy 1"4 b-

A. AFFIDAVIT or B.N.M. M.R. John 'moll' ALL' June, 194n 

7. AFFIDAVIT of utmrr Bgt. 	Praorti eiworn 1n1,11 Juhm 1')4r1. 

A. AFFIDAVIT or Pto. A.M. TrunplIn 'sworn 1At11 July 1414h. 

9. AFFIDAVIT or L/Opl. D.B. 2panawlok tiworn 	June, 1"4h. 

ID. AFFIDAVIT or 	H. W. Ovlatt uworn 	It 41.rd 

11. AFFIDAVIT of L/Opl. R.I. 1Dmrt(111 ;sworn Vith Julio Polr, 

12. AFFIDAVIT of PIA. M.W. 	uvmrn ]tit, Jun,' 1!,11r, 

13. AFFIDAVIT of 3tP..ff Sgt. A.G. Gunn giworo Jr,th Jwit,  04n- 

14. AFFIDAVIT of 2g pt. D.:. Hamlltcn owrirr, 41), April 

15. AFFIDAVIT of apt. 	(.117r,r swr,rn WI July roin 

18. AFFIDAVIT of Drr. E.3. BerIstl, 	■f th Jurm Yo4t. 

17. AFFIDAVIT of Op1. W.J. 	 sworn 1l,th .11))1 11-04t. 

18. AFFIDAVIT of 	R. S;ler_e-, ew;rn 2n1 JVA0 

19. AFFI'DAV:: ,nf 21.71-i Lt. A.w. 7-v1J,,ryx ermrn 14th Jwal 

20. AFFIDAVIT t-P  Pte. 7.7. B#rvl bwirn lttk. 411o14 14t. 

21. AFFI:AVIT sf 1/071. k:f. 	swirr, 

th,riBe 	 t:rf; 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 2335 
a - 

(Under ti ► i, heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree o 
responsibility ol the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence; 

whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

If the facts set out in the Affidavits are established they 
show an appalling state of affairs at this Camp, constituting 
crime Noomix in the War Crimes List, Ill-treatment of Prisoners 
of War. The cumulative effect of the bad conditions, shortage 
of clothing, and inadequate medical attention and supplies led to 
many deaths, which it is submitted would, in English law, sustain 
a charge of Manslaughter by neglect. 

The Articles of the Geneva Qonvention not specifically referred 
to in the Particulars of Alleged Crimes, breaches of which are 
alleged, provide as follows: 

No.2 - requiring humane treatment and protection and forbidding 
reprisals. 

No.4A. prohibiting (inter alia) all forms of cruelty. 

Reference is made in some of the Affidavits to the shooting 
of Trooper Aaron. This is the subject of another charge - 
UK - I/B.87, ()omission Reference /UK/It/ 	and separate 
affidavits have been taken for that Charge where the witness can 
give useful evidence. 

There is also reference to the shooting of prisoner (4 Brown) 
at or near the Cookhouse. Little evidence can be found on this, 
and in the opinion of at least one witness, B.S.M. John (No.13 in 
Particulars of Evidence, para. 11), the guard may well have 
thought he was escaping. A separate Charge may lie on further 
evidence becoming available. 

RESPONSIBILITY:  The primary responsibility for the very poor 
conditions which prevail in this camp appears to be that of the 
accused Nos. 1,2 and 3 the successive Commandants, and Accused 
No.4 the second in oommand. While the witnesses speak quite well 
of Accused No.3 (see Affidavit of Captain Fish No.5 in Partioulars 
of Evidence above) the fact remains that conditions were very poor 
indeed. Captain Fish has given a great deal of information and 
in particular with regard to the shortage of medical supplies and 
the almost entire absence of anaestheti3s. The medical officers, 
though again they were not hostile, must be taken as partly 
responsible for the inadequacy of this side of the camp. 

DEFENCES: 	It is probable that the general defence of all the 
accused will be that they could not improve the conditions of the 
camp for lack of material and supplies. Prima facie a case, 
however, appears to be made out against them and it would be for 
them to disprove the apparent neglect by showing what efforts they 
made to obtain better conditions, medical material and supplies. 
As a result of the general neglect many men died from the effects 
of malnutrition and it is submitted that the neglect which caused 
this amounts to manslaughter. 

COMPLETENESS OF CASE: The cane against the accused is reasonably 
complete as reii=evidence. Identification of the accused is 
necessary and enquiries are proceeding to this end. 
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11VJAG/FS/42/10(3A) 
	 1 6 MAR IStit 

British. National Office No: UK - 	87 

United Nations War Crimes Commission Reference: 

1296/UK/It/66. 
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ADDENDUM 

IN THE MATTER OF - 

The murder by shooting of Trooper Aaron, Queen's Bays. 
Prisoner of War at Camp No. P.G. 53 at Maoerata, 
(Sforzacosta) on or about the lath February, 194.3. 

ADDITIONAL PARTICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT - 

Letter dated the 22nd January 1946 from the Judge Advocate General to 

the Treasury Solicitor enclosing a final advice minute sent on the 22nd 

January 194.6 by the Judge Advocate General to the Supreme Allied Commander, 

Central Mediterranean Foroes. 

FURTHER NOTE ON THE CASE - 

In the light of the above further information, the following amendments 

in the original Case are necessary: -  

(a) The names of the original accused should be deleted, and the following 

substituted, namely :- 

(i) Colonnello Massimiliano CAPURSO, an officer of the Italian Army.- 

(ii) Clemente FANTACCI, an Italian national, formerly a member of the(( 
Italian Army in charge of 

Unit, pursuant to Regulation 4 of the 
Regulations for the trial of War Criminals. 

(b) 	It should be noted that further evidence will be called to support 

the ease against the accused (as amended), namely:- 

(i) Private C. W. LANGTON. 

(ii) Margherita FOLIGNO, who acted as interpreter for Captain N.E. 
MIDDLETON of the Special Investigation Branch, when he took 
a statement from Colonnello Massimiliano CAPURSO. 

28th January,194.6. 
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LO:NDON 	: .1. 

2;ind January 1946. 

  

/Alt 

.fhootin • of Trooper 4•71.1201.1 

.6ritiah bationLi.1 Jftiee 	 1:1;1.11.)367, 

Information has now been received that at the 
time of the shooting of Trooper AROIT the Commandant 
of P.G.53 at LiFORZACOSTA was Colonnello Massimiliano 
CAPM40 and not Colonnello 6.CILOTTI. CAPURSO is 
now inegetody and I have advioed that he be brought 
to trial jointly with the Italian Guard Clemente 
FAVTACCI who fired the ohot. A copy of my filal 
advice minute addrconed ,Jupreme Allied Comander, 
Central Ilediterranean Forcee is forwarded herewith. 
Hay the male Colonnello (.;,..141P.z.i0 please be substituted 
for that of CILOI in the records of the United 
Nations -ar Crimes Commicsion. 

Colonel. 
for 

i11litary Deputy, 
JoAtiGO 
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MD/JAG/FS/42/10(3A) 
CONFIDENTIAL. 

22nd January 1946. 

UNITED NATIONS CHARGES AGAINST ITALIAN WAR CRIMINALS 

British National Office Charge Number UK - I/B 87 

Killing of Trooper AARON  

Accused: Colonnello Massimiliano CAPURSO and 
Clemente FANTACCI. 

1. With reference to the final advice minute numbered as above 
and dated 13 December 1945 in the case against Clemente FANTACCI, 
information has now been received through the Deputy Judge 
Advocate General at your Headquarters that Colonnello Massimiliano 
CAPURSO, who was Commandant of P.G.53 at Sforzacosta at the time 
when trooper AARON was shot, is now in custody and that he has 
made a statement. 

2. In view of this the Judge Advocate General of the Forces has 
instructed me to convey the following further advice to you 
regarding this case. 

3. In my opinion the evidence justifies Colonnello Massimiliano 
CAPURSO and Clemente FANTACCI being tried jointly by military 
court under the Royal Warrant upon the following charge, in place 
of the charge set out in paragraph 3 of my above mentioned 
minutes- 

COMMITTING A WAR CRIME 

in that they 

at Sforzacosta, Italy, on or about 24 February 1943 in the 
violation of the laws and usages of war were concerned in the 
killing of Trooper AARON, a British prisoner of war. 

4. In consequence the following additions and amendments to the 
advice given in my above mentioned minute become necessary 

5. Reference Paragraph 4. In the heading of the charge sheet 
the accuse& should-be agscribed as "Colonnello kasaimiliano 
OAPURSO, an officer of the Italian Army and Clemente FANTACCI, 
an Italian national, formerly a member of the Italian Army, in 
the charge of 	 (unit) pursuant to regulation 4 of the 
hegulatiors for the Trial of War Criminals". 

8. Reference EaragraEh 5 jai:  The following witnesses should 
also be called to give evidence in person at the trial:- 

CO Private O.W. Langton, who should give evidence in 
accordance with his affidavit. 
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(ii) Margherita Foligno, who acted w3 interpreter for Captain 
N.E. Middleton of the special Investigation Branch when 
he took the statement from Colonnello Massimiliano 
CAPURSO, should tell the Court what she said, in Italian, 
to this accused on the instructions of Captain Middleton 
including the words of caution and what the accused 
answered. She should explain to the court• how the state-
ment was taken and should produce and identify the 
original of it which this accused signed in her presence. 

7. The matters mentioned above do not affect the advice contained 
in paragraphs 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10 of my above mentioned minute. 

8. The following documents are forwarded herewith I- 

(a) Original and ten copies of the affidavit of private C.W. 
Langton. 

(b) Ten copies of the statement of Colonnello Massimiliano 
CAPURSO. 

(c) Five further copies of each of the affidavits of Trooper 
T. Spikings, Sergeant A. Devenport, L/Opl. D.B.Spanswick 
and Captain F.J. Fish R.A.M.C. 

(sgd) H. SHAPCOTT 

Brigadier, 
Military Deputy 

Judge Advocate General of the Forces. 

Copies to: DJAG, CMF. (2) 
The Treasury Solicitor 
A.G.3.(V.W.) - To arrange for the attendance at the 

trial of Private C.W. Langton at a date 
and place to be fixed by the Supreme 
Allied Commander, Central Mediterranean 
Forces. Colonnello CAPURSO and the 
witness Margherita Foligno, mentioned 
in paragraph 5(a) above are in Italy. 



UNITED KINGDON WAR CRIMINALS CHARGES AGAINST 	ITALIAN 

CASE No.  UK  — //B 87 * 

Camp 

(For the Use of the Secretariat)  

Registered Number. 
2341 

Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

	  3 	 

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

Aocused No. 4 was a guard on duty at Camp P.G.53 at Macerate. 
(Sforza Costa) a Prisoner of War Camp in Italy and on the 28th 
February 1943 killed by shooting Trooper Aaron, Queen's Bays, 
then a British prisoner of War. 

TRANSMITTED BY 	  

* Insert serial number under which the case is registered in the files of the National Office of the accusing State. 

(29655) ‘Vt.P 252 4 5.000 5145 A.& E.W.Ltd. Gp.tS5 

38 

(1) Colonel S. OILOTTI, Commandant of the Camp 

at  the  ) 	  
Names, rankc 
	 and units at 
	) present... 

) unknown 
-.(4.) Guard who fired the shot 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

28th February  1943 	  

At -OemP 	 Macerata (Sforza Oosta) 	 

No. i . Murder 
No. xxix Ill—treatment of Prisoners of War 
Breaches of Artidles 2, 46 and 54 of Geneva 
Convention 1929 relating to the treatment of 
Prisoners of War 	 

Under English Law:- 
	1. 	Murder, 	subject to possibility of reduction to 

2.  Manslaughter. 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

(2) AdjUtant or  Second in ....Command 

(3) Officer in charge of guard. 
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OF 

1. Between 5 and 8 p.m. (1700 and 1100 hours) on 28th 
February 1947, at Camp P.G.55 at Macerata, also known as 
Sforza Costa, Trooper Aaron, Queen's Bays, was at or near the 
trip wire adjacent to the nain wire fence 

2. Accused No. 4 being a guard, shot Aaron from about 25 yards 
range without any warning or challenge, killing him inatbmtly. 

(Continued from pave 4) 

that Aaron was escaping, but that would not excuse shooting to 
kill. Alternatively, he may say that Aaron had broken the rule 
about crossing the trip wires  but if his orders in such a case 
were to shoot, the responsibility on his superiors will be even 
greater and would not excuse him on a criminal charm. 	The 
evidence of Sergeant Devonport (No.2 in Particulars of Evidence) 
is important here as he had, a matter of seconds previously, 
himself stepped over the trip wire close to Aaron. 

Accused ros. 1., 2 and 7 may claim that accused No. 4 acted in 
excess of instructions, but would be responsible for his conduct 
as one of the soldiers under their command. Alternatively they 
may claim that his action was justifiable in the circumstances. 
Such a defence would raise a clear issue whether the Accused No.4 
in acting as he did was only doing what was justifiable; this, it 
is submitted, is an untenable position. 

00MPL7T9NESS OF CASE: This appears a strong cane. There are a 
number of- witne,3aea an though nobody saw the shooting several 
were very near to Aaron when he fell. It is immaterial what 
Aaron's immediate purpose was. If there were any rule forbidding 
the crossing of the trip wire, it was clearly not generally 
enforced. 

Further enluiry is desirable as to the identity of Accused 
No. 4 and the other Accused whose names are not known and this 
is proceeding. All the accused have a strong case to an3wor. 
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COPY. 
Subject: War Crimes - Aller;e1 murder of Tpr. AARONS 

Queens Bays - Briti3h PW. 

ALLI7,0 FORCE H7A7QUART7 

OR/15051/G-1(B). 

21st October 1944. 

The Under Secretary of. State, 
The War Office, 
Londoni_  

1. 7xamination of reports and interroF,ation of British PW:1 who 
have come through the line reveals that there may be prima facie a 
case of murder of the above-named man. 

2. The incident took place at Camp P.G.53 on 28th February, 194: 
this Camp is sometimes referred to in reports as SFORZA COSTA and 
sometimes as MAO7RATA. The village of SFOR4A COSTA is five kilometres 
from the town of MAO7RATA and this appears to be the cause of the 
confusion; P,G.53 was actually situated at SFORZA COSTA. 

3. The details so far as they can be ascertained from interrogation 
reports are that Tpr. AARONS placed one foot over a trip wire which 
was inside the Camp boundary fence, immediately he did this he was 
shot by a sentry from a range of fifty yards; the sentry had a clear 
view of what was happening and it was broad daylight at the time, 
Tpr. AARONS was not attempting to escape, and since he spoke Italian 
fluently he would have understood the sentry had any warning been 
given. He was dead by thetime a Medical 011'ficer (Capt. F.J. FISH, 
R,A'S.C.) reached him. 

The name of the sentry was demanded from the Commandant of the 
Camp but he refuted to give it. The incident was reported to the 
Swiss Authorities. 

4. The officers and other ranks, who, from their statements appear 
to have some knowledge of this matter are as follows :- 

153891 Cap 
815870 W.O. 

4272978 Sjt. 
42E41854 Gnr. 

T/114594 Dvr. 
1703257 Gnr. 
2035729 Gnr. 

t. F.J. FISH, R.A.M.O. 
II JOHN, E.F. 	R.A. 
AITOHISON, J. - R.N.F. 
ARMSTRONG, C. . R.A. (Field) 

DENARY, A.S. - R.A.S.C. 
GLANCY, C. 	R.A. (L.A.A.) 
TAMPLIN, A.7. - R.A. (H.A.A.) 

5. This H.Q. is pursuing enquiries as to the name of the sentry, at 
present without success, and it is suggested that since all the above 
named personnel have been repatriated they may be asked if they 
can supply any further information or particulars which would assist 
in identifying him. 

A. You may think it worth while to pass this preliminary report 
through the British, National Office to the War Crimes Commission 
should the statements which you may obtain from the above named 
personnel warrant it. 

sga ) . 

JA"L. 

for General 
Supreme Allied Commander 

Mediterranean Theatre. 
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IN THE' MATTER OF : 

The murder of Trooper Aaron at Camp No. 53 at 
Macerata (Sforza Coata) in February or March 
1943 

AFFIDAVIT 

I, No. 1054878, Sergeant ARTHUR DEVONPORT, R.A. at 35th 
Signal Training Regiment, Sunnyvale Camp, Rhyl, Denbighshire, 
With a private address at 52, David Street, East Kirkby, 
Nottinghamshire, make Oath and say as follows :- 

1. I was captured at Gwzala on 31st May 1942 and after passing 
through various Camps in North Africa I was brought by sea co 
Italy arriving at the end of Juno or beginning of July, 1942. 

2. After a week at Transit Camp No.11 at Capua I went to 
Camp No:73 at Carpi and in February 1043 was moved to Camp N0,53 
at Macerata (Sforza Costa). 

3. At a date in February or early March 1943 I remember the 
occasion of the shooting of Trooper Aaron. On the particular 
day the bungalows were being disinfested and we were on the 
football field all day. At some time between 5 and 8 p.m., I wac 
still on the field with a number of other men. At one end of the 
field there was a tall wire fence with a trip wire about a foot 
high inside it and outside the fence an open space before the 
main wall of the Camp on which there were two sentries. Another 
sentry was posted at the richt hand end of the wire fence at 
this end of the field and it wao this sentry who shot Aaron. 

4. I was walking fairly clole to the trip wire along the end 
of the field with my back to the sentry at the corner. I saw a 
tin inside the trip wire and stepped over the trip wire and 
picked up the tin. I then stepped back over tho trip wire and 
went on. I then passed Trooper Aaron who was standing up to but 
not over the trip wire about half way along its length. In my 
view he did not cross the trip wire. 

I walked on and when about ten yards beyond Aaron I heard 
a shot, but there was no challenge preceding it. I swung round, 
and saw Aaron fall inward over the trip wire, the greater part 
of his body being over it. He was dead. 

5. Captain Fish the British Medical offioer was sent for and 
he arrived and also the Italian Commandant of the Camp who 
raved at the sentry and had him taken off his post. Captain Fish 
ordered every one away, no one being allowed to move the body. 
There was I should say 25 to 30 yards between Aaron's body and 
the sentry. 

R. 	It was forbidden to cross the trip wire but this was never 
enforced. It was a frequent thing for prisoners who were kept 
on the field for long periods of time to go up to or across 
the trip wire to urinate. 

SWORN at Rhyl in the County) 
of Flint this second dayof ) 
July 1945 

Before me, 
RUSSELL LL.M. LLOYD. 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 

A. DEVONPORT. 
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IN THE MATTER OF : 

The murder of Trooper Aaron at 
Camp No.53 at Macerata (5forza 
Costa) in February or March 1943 

AFFIDAVIT 

of 

No. 1054676 Sergeant ARTHUR 
D4VONPORT 

THE TREASURY SOLICITOR. 
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IN TBE MATTER OF :- 

The murder of Trooper Aaron at Camp No.53 
at Sforza Costa or Macerata at some time 
in the Spring of 1943 

AFFIDAVIT 

No 7882639 Lance Corporal DANIEL BERTIE SPANSWICK, 52nd 
Training Regiment R.A.C. at Bovington Camp, Dorset and with a 
private address at 3a Graig Park Road, Malpaa, Newport, 
Monmouthshire, make Oath and say as follows :- 

1. I was captured south of Tobruk on 27th May 1942 by German 
troops. After being at camps in North Africa, I came by sea to 
Naples, arriving in August 1942 and after about three months at 
Camp No.811 at Capua I arrived at Camp No.53 at Macerata (Sforza 
Costa) in November 1942. 

2.  On a date which I cannot give more definitely, but in the 
Spring of 1941, I remember the occasion on which Trooper Aaron was 
shot. The accident occurred in daylight in the evening and it was 
a day when the bungalows in my compound were being fumigated. We 
were therefore all sent onto the field with our equipment and 
remained there all day. 

3. During the day prisoners, including myself, had from time to 
time stepped up to or over the trip wire in carder to urinate. This 
was not allowed, but as we had to remain on the field it could hard-
ly be avoided. In any ease the rule was not by any means enforced. 
Some ten minutes before the occurrence I had myself stepped up to, 
but not over the trip wire for this purpose. 

4. I did not see Aaron, who was well-known in the camp as he acted 
as an interpreter, step up to or over the trip wire, .but I heard a 
shot which must have been some time between five and six in the 
evening, when I was 10 or 15 yards from him. I turned to see him 
fall onto the main wire fence, which was a little distance within 
the trip wire. Beyond this wire fence there was a space where 
rubble was tipped and wood was stacked and then there was the main 
wall of the camp some R or 10 feet high which had two sentries at 
the top, one at each end. 

5. There was another sentry posted at the corner of the wire at 
the right hand end, nearly opposite the main gate through the wall 
and it was this sentry who had fired. 

P. 	Aaron's body lay rather nearer to the sentry than half way 
along the wire fence which I judged by the position of the football 
goal posts on the field. The actual distance between Aaron and 
the sentry would, in my opinion, be about 25 yards. 

7. I am quite sure there was no challenge from the sentry because 
I should have heard it. I do not know whether Aaron was intending 
to urinate, but it is quite feasible that he may have been trying 
to get some bark off the fence posts as fuel for brewing tea. He 
wan at all times in full view of the two sentries on the wall. 

8. Aaron was lifted off the wire and was clearly dead. From the 
position in which he fell I am sure he was standing when shot. The 
medioal officer, Captain Fish, was sant for immediately. The other 
prisoners showed hostility to the sentry who turned all colours and 
looped guilty and frightened. He was a member of the Italian army 
and not a Oarabiniere. He was relieved shortly afterwards and we did 
not see him again. Next day or a day or so afterwards a Red Gross 
representative came to the camp, but I do not know what was the 
result of his visit. 

SWORN at Dorchester in the) 
County of Dorset this 13th) 	L/Cpl. SPANSWICK, D.B. 
day of June 1946 

Before me, 
R.E. ANDREWS. 

A Commissioner for Oaths, 
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IN THE MATTER OF :- 

The murder of Trooper Aaron 
at Camp No. 53 at Sforza 
Ooeta or Macerata at some 
time in the Spring of 1943 

AFFIDAVIT 

- of .- 

L/0131. D.H. SPANSWIOK 

TH9 1117;1ASURY SOLICITOR. 
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IN THE MATTER OF :- 

The murder of Trooper Aaron at Camp 
No. 53 at Sforza Costa or Maoerata, 
at date unknown. 

AFFIDAVIT 

EDWARD SENIOR, No. 4123942, Royal Army Ordnance 
Corps, formerly 2nd Battalion Cheshire Regiment, now at 14 
A.F.V. Depot, Rainford, near St. Helens, Lancashire, and with 
a permanent address at 48 Gaerwen Street, Kensington, 
Liverpool 7, make Oath and say as follows :- 

1. I was taken prisoner on 31st May 1942 at Knightsbridge 
After passing through transit stations in North Africa I 
was brought to Naples early in August 1942. After spending 
about three months at Camp No. 8A Oapua, I was transferred to 
Camp 53 Sforza Cobta, also known as Maoerata, where I was 
until September 1943, when I escaped. 

2. At a date which I do not ren ember, a prisoner, Trooper 
Aaron,.whose other name and unit I do not know was shot. 
I was afterwards told that he crossed the safety wire to 
urinate while in the recreation field. An Italian guard, 
whose name I.do not know, who was about 30 yards away, 
raised his rifle and shot him, without giving any warning 
or challenge. 

3. I was about 50 yards away and on hearing a shot I ran 
up to see what happened. Some of the others went for the 
British Medical Officer and I helped to put Aaron, who was 
then dead, on the stretcher. He was taken to the mortuary. 
I did not see where the bullet had hit him. 

4. Italian Officers came up and the guard's rifle was 
taken from him and he was marched off. 

5. I think one of Aaron's personal friends was named Hooper. 
I did not actually see the shot. 

	

A. 	There were no urinals in the field that we were all in 
together. Sometimes when prisoners in this field got near 
the wire a guard would fire his rifle in the air. 

SWORN at 14 Castle Street 
Liverpool this 18th day of 	EDWARD TUTIOR. 
April 1045 

Before me, 
W.H. PEMBERTON. 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 

4 



2349 

IN THE MATTER OF :- 

THE =am:a OF TROOPER AARON 
at CAMP No. 93 at Sforza 
Costa or Macerata, at date 
unknown 

Copy 

AFFIDAVIT 

- of - 

PRIVATE' ED7ARD SENIOR 

THE TREASURY SOLIPIITOR 
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IN THEI  MATTER 

THE MURDER OF TROOPER AARON AT CA'T No.53 AT 
SFOR7A COSTA OR MACERATA AT OR ABOUT 28th 
FEBRUARY 1943 

AFFIDAVIT 

1  No. 153891 Captain FRANK JAMS FISH, R.A.M.C., p 	• 	 stationed 
at 0.11,S., 22 North park Road, Bradford, Yorkshire, with private 
address at 338 Larkahall Road, South Chineord, London, 7.4. 
make Oath and say as follows :- 

1. I was captured at Tobruk on the 20 th June 19,2, and after 
serving as Medical Officer -at Benghazi Camp for a time I arrived 
in Italy about 4th August 1942 by aeroplane. 

2. After three weeks at Camp Nn.75 at Bari I was at Camp No.78 
at Sulmona until moved to Camp No.53 at Sforza Costa (Macerate) 
where I arrived about the beginning of November 1942. 

3. I knew Trooper Aaron well as he and I were for some time 
engaged in publishing an "illegal" newspaper which was circulated 
in the Camp. Aaron spoke Italian fairly well and acted as a 
kind of unofficial interpreter. He was for a short time 
interpreter in the Infirmary. 

4. On February 28th 1941 I was looking for Aaron between 5 and 
8 p.m. as I wanted to see him about this newsphper. At some time 
between 5.30 and 8 p.m.. I was in the Camp Hospital and someone, 
I cannot remember who it was, came, in to say that a man had been 
shot on the Camp field. I went out with two stretcher bearers 
and found Aaron's body lying across the trip wire mostly between 
the trip wire and the wire fence proper. I was naturally 
considerably shaken by finding him dead, as it turned out, as I 
knew him well and was in fact expecting to see him as soon as I 
could find him. 

5. As re-lards the circumstances of the shooting, I was not an 
eye witness and I was only able to gather the details from the 
general talk of the men who had been on the field. I cannot 
remember the names of any of my informants. 

	

8. 	At this particular place there is an A. or 10 -ft. wall, of 
whioh I do not remember the length. At the left hand end of the 
wall there was a gentry box on the top and nearly at the right 
hand end there was a gate, and a sentry box between this gate and 
the right hand end. There was a space of waste ground between the 
wall and the wire fence, on which rubbish was sometimes tipped, 
and although I cannot remember the exact width there was 
certainly room for a horse and cart. Inside the wire fence again 
there was what is known as the trip wire, a single strand about 
a foot from the ground. About opposite the gate but on the 
inside of the main wire fence there was another sentry who would 
have a view along the space between the wire fence and the wall, 
and see partially through the wire fence anyone who approached it. 
Aaron's body, to the beat of my recollection, was about half way 
along the wire fence. 

	

7 	It appeared that Aaron had stepped across the trip wire. 
From my knowledge of him I very much doubt ifls had done this for 
the purpose of urinating, as appeared to be one suggestion. I am 
quite sure ho would hPve gone to the latrine. At the actual time 

1. 
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of the occurrence there was a number of men en the fiell as the 
bungalow in which they were quartered was being disinfested 
with oyanide. 

	

A. 	While it was forbidden to cross the trip wire, this rule 
was not strictly enforced. I have myself seen as many as a hundred 
men sitting on the ground between the trip wire and the wire fence 
in the day time, and naturally there was more grass in this space 
than in the main part of the field. 

	

9. 	My own view is that Aaron was probably trying to get some bark 
off one of the posts of the main wire fence in order to get fuel to 
brew some tea. This is to some extent confirmed by the Italian 
having said, or so I was informed, that Aaron was pulling at the 
fence. In that case he would probably be stooping to got at the 
post and the sentry on the ground level opposite the gate would not 
have a very clear view of him as ho would be looking diagonally 
through the line of the wire fence. 

	

ID. 	T do not know whether any challenp;e or warning was given, 
but Aaron spoke and understood Italian and. night have been oxpocted 
to desist from whatever he was doing if challenged. 

11. The two sentries on the wall itqelf would have a perfectly 
clear view of Aaron and what ho was doing and they did not fire. 
He was shot by the sentry on the ground at the right hand end 
of the wire fence. 

12. I examined the body and saw that the bullet had traversed the 
right upper arm and passed through the chest, the entry wound 
being on the right side and the exit wound on the left slightly 
lower down. The main vessel had been pierced, and in my view 
Aaron was killed instantly. As I do not know Aaron's position at 
the time he was shot it is not possible to be certain of how he 
was standing, i.e. whether he was upright or stooping. The 
position of the exit wound does not give any indication as the 
bullet passed through the ribs, and in such cases is usually 
deflected from the straight course. 

	

130 	I discussed the matter with several Italian Officers whose 
names I do not remember. The Officer in charge of No.1 Compound 
in particular was very upset as he was a friend of Aaron, and he 
said he thought that the shooting was quite unnecessary. The 
sentry in question, whose name I do not know, was sent away, and 
I believe that the other guards had not a very high opinion of 
him. The incident occurred shortly after a propaganda press 
campaign complaining of the leniency shown to British prisoners. 

SWORN by the sail Captain Frank 
James Fish at Bradford in the County) 	F. J. FIAl. 
of York this 30th day of May 1945 	 Capt. R.A.M.0 

Before me, 
J.MDL7Y 3UTOLIFF7.. 

A Cornissioner for Oaths. 
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IN THE MATTER OP :— 

THE MURDER OF TROOPER AARON AT 
OAMP No. 53 AT SFORZA COSTA OR 
MAOERATA AT OR ABOUT 28th 
FEBRUARY 1943 

AFFIDAVIT 

— of — 

CAPTAIN FRANK JAMES FISH 

THE TREASURY SOLICITOR. 
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IN 	THE 	LATTER OF THE kURDER BY SHOOTING 
Or' TROOPER AARON IN FEBRUARY OR wawa 1943, AT CALP 
No.53 AT LACERATA OR SFORZA COSTA. 

AFFIDAVIT. 

I, No. 540939 Staff..Sergeant.•Fitter CORNELIUS stirra, 
107 R.H.A., attached to the Garrison, Royal Artillery, 
Corporation Oaks, Nottingham and now residing at 88 Rossington 
Road, Nottingham, make oath and say as follows :- 

1. I was oaptured at Gazala in North Africa on the 6th June 
1942 and was taken to a camp near Tripoli until moved to Italy, 
arriving at Naples on the 4th August 1942. After some time at 
Oapua, I was moved with others to a new camp at kacerata or 
Sforza Costa, No.53, on 26th October, 1942. 

2. It was on arrival at this camp that I becoame acquainted 
with Trooper Aaron. I do not know his number or unit. He was 
well known because he spoke fluent Italian and the Italians 
made him interpreter. 

3. While I was in the infirmary in February or Larch 1943 
the body of Aaron was brought in on a stretcher. I saw no 
wounds, as the body was covered. I was told, but cannot 
remember by Whom,though it was common talk in the camp, that 
Aaron had been shot in the field attached to the carp which 
was used for roll-calls and exercise. This field was surrounded 
by a double wire fence eight feet high and five feet inside 
this was a single strand of wire one foot from the ground. This 
was known as the trip wire and it was forbidden to cross it. 
I was told that Aaron had gone near the trip wire to make water. 
The sentry on the other side shot and killed him. There cannot 
possibly have been any warning or challenge, for, as I have 
said, Aaron was the camp interpreter and spoke Italian fluently. 

SWORN at 14, Fletcher Gate in the) 
City of Nottingham this 28th day 
of May, 1945. 

before me, 

C. CROOKFORD 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 
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IF. 	1dATTER of the MUlDER 
13Y SHOW'INC of TROOP?Z V1RON 
in February or :Fl.roh 1943, 
at CAMP No. ti3 at MACERATA 
or snaz4 COSTA 

Copy 

AFRIDAVIT 

of - 

STAFF-SERGEANT-FITTER CORNFLIUS 
SMITH 

THE TR7ASU3Y SOLIr7ITOR 
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/N THR MATTER OF : 

The Murder of Trooper Aaron at Camp No.43 at 
Macerata (Sforza Oosta) in February or March 
1943 

AFFIDAVIT 

I, No. asnnln Bombardier ROBERT FRANCIS HARDING, R.A., 
109 Field Regiment at The Race Course, Downpatrick, County Down, 
Northern Ireland, and with private address at 26 Aspendale Road, 
Birkenhead, make Oath and say as follows :- 

1. I WWI captured at El Adem on the 16th June 1q42 by German 
troops. I was handed over to the Italians, the Germans apologising 
for having to do this. Iffy roreonal belongings were taken from me 
or handed over in exchange for food. 

2. After passing through various North African Camps, I went by 
sea to Tripoli and Naples arriving on Monday 3rd August 1942. 
After about six weeks at Damp No.66 at Oapua I went in late 
September or early October 1942 to Oanp No.53 at Macerata 
( Sforza Costa). 

3. I remember on an occasion in February or March 1942 when 
Trooper Aaron was shot by an Italian sentry. On the day in 
question we wore all on the field as the bungalows were being 
disinfested. 

4. It was a rule in the Oamp that no-one was 
or cross the trip wire this being about a foot 
within the main barbed-wire fence. This rule, 
seldom or never enforced and when on the field 
time it was common for prisoners to step up to 
the trip wire in order to urinate. 

allowed to approaoh 
from the ground just 
however, was 
for any length of 
or :wit over 

5. At the end of the field there was a wall some fl or 10 feet 
high which had a sentry with sentry box at each end. Inside the 
wall and at some distance from it, enough at least for a horse 
and cart, there was the main wire fence and then the trip wire. 
This fence and the trip wire extended right round the field. 

6. At the right-hand corner of the fence and between the fence 
and the wall there was another sentry. 

7. I heard a shot between 5 and 6 p.m. and later saw Aaron's 
body brought into the Camp Infirmary. The sentry involved was 
taken away immediately under escort. 

SWORN at Haverfordwest in ) 
the county of the same Town) 
this 7th day of July 1945 ) 

R.F. HARDING 

Before me, 
O.T. KRLWAY. 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 
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IN THL MATTIIR OF : 

The murder of Trooper Aaron at 
Camp iio.43 at Macerata (;-)forza 
Costa) in February or March 
1943 

AFFIDAVIT 

• of 

No. 868818 Bombardier ROBERT 
FRANCIS HARDING 

TH2; TREASURY SOLICITOR. 
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IN THE MATTER OF :- 

The shooting of Trooper Aaron at Camp No. 53 
at Sforza Costa (Macerata) on a date in 1943 

AFFIDAVIT 

I, No. 913775 Lance-corporal ROY ALLENBY BARTELL of 
London District Provost Company (C.M.P.), Chelson, Barracks, 
London, S.W.1. with a home audress at 8 Lambton Terrace, 
Primrose, Jarrow-on-Tyne, County Durham, m'qco Oath and say as 
follows :- 

1. 	I was captured at Tobruk on 15th Juno 1942. I wao taken 
(via Derna) to Tarhuna where I arrived on a date between 21st 
and 25th June. I remained there about three weeks and wan 
then transferred to Suani Ben Adem. I left the latter oamp 
early in October 1942 and I was shipped (via Tripoli) to 
Naples. I arrived at Naples on the 20th October 1942 and I 
was sent to Camp No.88 at Capua the same da:r. On the 22nd 
November 1942 I was transferred to Camp No.53 3forza Costa 
(Macerata) whore I remained until my transfer on 9th June 1943 
to the working camp 170.148/V at Mazzageta (sone 15 kms. from 
Verona). 

• Whilst I was at Camp No.53, the following incident 
occurred:- On a date unknown, I was walking towards the foot-
ball field. On my right-hand side were blocks A, B and C and 
blocks D, E and F were on my left. Ahead of me was a road 
running at right angleo to my line of approach, and, on the 
further side of the road, was cookhouse (Sector 2) on my right 
and cookhouse (Sector 3) on my left. Between these cookhouses 
was a path which led to the football field. The football field 
was bounded by a wire enclosure some 8 feet high. This 
consisted of parallel strands of barbed wire some five inches 
apart. Outside that part of the wire enclosure which bordered 
the width of the football field on my right hand side was a 
rubbish dump which would be several yards in width. Beyond 
the rubbish dump and parallel to tho wire enclosure was a brick 
wall some 10 feet high. This wall contained the football field 
on three sides and at the extremities of the open aide (that 
is, the side which I would first reach) the wall joined the 
bungalows. 

3. When I was still some feet short of the cookhouses (and 
had aocordingly not gained an unobotructod view of the whole 
of the football field) I heard one shot fired. I kept on in 
the direction of the field and the next thing I saw was several 
guards running across the field from left to right, loading 
their rifles. I then gained a view of the football field to 
my right: and I saw a group of prisonere of war clustered 
together by the trip wire nearly half-way down the right hand 
side of the field. They were calling for the M.O. I cannot 
supply the names of any of the prisoners of war whom I saw and 
at this juncture I was ordered off the field. 

4. The trip wire ran parallel to and inside the wire 
enclosure and was some P feet from it. The trip wire was very 
VAPpy", as prisoners or war had been taking the wooden 

uprights, which supported it, for fuel. The day after this 
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incident the Authorities restored the trip-wire right 
round the field, perhaps in an effort to improve their 
position in the event of an official enquiry into the 
oircumstances attending the shooting. 

5. 	I did not see the body of the prisoner of war who I 
believe was hit by the shot I heard fired: but I have no 
doubt that - as general rumour averred - Trooper Aaron 
of No. 1 Sector was the victim and that he was shot dead. 
Assuming that the cluster of prisoners of war marked the 
victim's position at the time he was shot, it is in my 
opinion olear that an escape, if meditated, oould not have 
been effective (or reasonably considered likely to be) in 
view of the obstacles which were interposed between the 
victim and liberty. 

SWORN by the said ROY ALLENBY ) 
BARTELL at 2/3 The Sanctuary ) 
in the Oity of Westminster this 
18th day of June 1945 

ROY ALLENBY BARTELL. 

Before me, 
OHARLES T. HOLLAND. 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 
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IN THE MATTER OF :- 

The murder of Trooper Aaron 
at Canp No. 53 at Sforza 
Costa (Macerata) nn a date 
in 1943 

AFFIDAVIT 

. of - 

L/Opl. R.A. BARTELL, O.M.P. 

■ 

THE TREASURY SOLICITOR. 
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IN THE MATT7R OF : 

The murder of Trooper Aaron at Camp No.53 
at Macerata (Sforza Costa) at a date during 
194 3 

AFFIDAVIT 

No. 7520231 Private HUBERT WILLIAM PRICE, Army Catering 

Corpu, now at 17 Battalion R.A.O.O. Thoreaby Park Camp, near 

011erton, Nottinghamshire, and with a permanent aldress at 

40 Tomkinson Drive, Kidderminster, Worcestershire, make Oath 

and say as follows :- 

I was taken prisoner at Tobruk on 21st June 1942. I was 

thence taken to Tmimi and later to Benghazi and from there was 

shipped to Italy and owing to a ruptured cartilage in the knee 

was sent to Caserta hospital and on recovery left there in 

November 1942 being sent on to Camp No.66 at Capua. 

2. I was at Camp No.66 at Oapua for about four weeks, during 

November 1942, when I was sent to Camp No. 53 at Macerata 

(Sforza Costa) where I was from December 1942 until September 

1943. 

3. At a date during 1943 which I cannot now fix more preoinelY, 

the prisoners of war at Camp No. 53 were paraded for roll-call. 

I was among them and while waiting I heard a shot and was told 

afterwards by many men who were nearer than I to the place of 

the murder, but whose names I do not remember, that Trooper 

Aaron had gone to the trip wire to urinate - ar;ainet orders - 

and that the sentry fired a bullet without warning and killed him. 

SWORN at Mansfield in the) 	H.W. PRICE. 
County of Nottingham this) 	 Pte 7520231. 
first day of June 1945 	) 

Before me, 
JAMES N. VALLANOE. 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 
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IN 	 of . T117: ARfl -.: of 
TROOP 	AARON AT C\I.IP No. 77) 
.t 1:A07aATA (:-Torza costrt) AT 
A DATE DURING 1943 

AFFIDAVIT 

- of - 

PTE. H.W. PRICT 

••••••■•■••••••■•■••••• 

3 .  

TH7 TRTA2UaY SOLICITOR 
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IN 	THS 	MATTER JF THE MURDER OF TROoPER 
AARON AT CiLAIP No.53 AT MACSRATA IN 1943. 

AFFIDAVIT 

I, FRANK WINNL3, Fusilier, No. 4127140, now at 21st 
Holding Battalion, Royal Welch Fusiliers, Newtown, 
Montgomeryshire, and with a permanent address at 117, Upper 
Canning Street, Liverpool 8, make oath and say as follows;∎  

1. I was taken prisoner of war at or near Gazala, North 
Africa, on the lst June 1942, and was taken through various 
transit camps in North Africa. I spent fourteen days at a 
prisoner of war camp at Tarhuna in June 1942, and from there 
was sent to a prisoner of war camp at Suane Ben Aden, North 
Africa, where I spent about a month during July 1942. I was 
prisoner of war at Camp No.66 at Gapua from the 1st August 
1942 until October 1942, and was thence sent on to Camp 
No.53 at Macerata. I was prisoner of war at Camp No.63 at 
Macerata from October 1942 until September 1943, the time 
of the armistice. 

2. On a date in the year 1943 (which I cannot name more 
precisely) while I was at Camp No.53 at aacerata, the whole 
camp had to go for roll.call into a field close by our 
compound. This was a common practice, and often such parades 
took several hours because of miscounting. The field was 
bordered by trip wire, and outside, high wire. There were 
no sanitary arrangements in this field, and if during a delay 
men wanted to urinate they went up to, but not over, the trip 
wire for that purpose. There was nothing else to do, and it 
was often done, and no objection made by the Italian Command. 

3. On the day in question, my compound had been counted in 
a roll call, and had returned to our compound. I did not hear 
a shot, but shortly after I was told (I cannot say by whom), 
but it was common talk, that Trooper Aaron, a very well known 
and liked man in the camp, an interpreter, had gone to 
urinate while waiting for his roll.call on the said field, 
and he had been shot without warning and killed outright. I 
saw a man in plain clothes come to the camp the next day, 
or the day after, and he went to the place where Aaron fell, 
accompanied by some of the Italian Officers in control of the 
camp. I was told he was a Red Cross representative, and 
after that the sentry was no longer posted at the box from 
which the sentry killed Aaron. 

4. When I left Macerata at the Armistice I wandered South 
for about four months until I reached the Allied line on 20th 
January 1944. I heard that Germane and Fascists shot 
escaped Prisoners of War, but did not hear of any actual 
instance. 

SWORN by the said Frank Wynne at ) 
Newtown in the County of 
Montgomery this 4th day of May 	) 
1946. 

J.T. 

FRANK WYNNS. 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 
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TN TH7 MATTER of TH" laTRII7R 
OF TROOPEi AARON AT CUP 
No. 3 at MACERATA in 
1943 

Copy 

WInAVIT 

of - 

FUSILIER FRANK 7YNNE 

TIC" 
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1. REPORT - reference 0R/15051/G-1(H). 

Report from Allied Forces Headquarters, Mediterranean 
Theatre, to the War Office. 

2. AFFIDAVIT of Sergeant A. Devonport sworn 2nd July 1945. 

3. AFFIDAVIT. of L/Opl. D.B. Spanowick sworn 13th June 1945. 

4. AFFIDAVIT of Pte. E. Senior sworn 16th April 1945. 

5. AFFIDAVIT of Captain F.J. Fish sworn 30th May 1945. 

6. AFFIDAVIT of Staff Sergeant Fitter 0. Smith sworn 28th May 1945. 

7. AFFIDAVIT of R.F. Harding sworn 7th July 1945. 

8. AFFIDAVIT of L/Opl. R.A. Bartell sworn 18th June 1945. 

9. AFFIDAVIT of Pte. H.W. Price sworn lst June 1945. 

ID. AFFIDAVIT of Fus. F. Wynne sworn 4th May 1945. 

Copies of these documents are attached. 

a 
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(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence: 
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

If the facts alleged are established, the shooting of Aaron 
constitutes War Crime No. i - Murder, subject to the possibility of 
reduction to manslaughter; alternatively No. xxix - Ill-treatment 
of a Prisoner of War. 

The articles of the Geneva Convention referred to, breaches of 
which are alleged, provide as follows :- 

No. 2 - requiring humane treatment and protection and forbidding 
reprisals. 

No.4A - prohibiting inter alia all forms of cruelty whatsoever. 

No.54 - providing that imprisonment is the most severe punishment 
which may be inflicted on a Prisoner of War. 

RESPONSIBILITY: The responsibility of accused No. 4 would be direct. 
Accused Nos. 1, 2 and 3 would be .prima facie responsible for the 
conduct of the camp, the rules prevailing there and the acts of tirAr 
subordinates. There is in addition to the present charge a general 
charge against this camp, reference UK - I/B 86, the Commission's 
reference being 	/UK/It/ 

From the evidence it is clear that Aaron was in full view of 
the sentries on the wall. It was daylight and even if it is accepted 
that the guard on the ground might assume Aaron was attempting escape, 
there was no necessity to shoot to kill or indeed to shoot at all. 
In any case a challenge or warning should have been given and it is 
clear from the witnesses who were near by that no such challenge was 
given. 

Even if 
is necessary 
the Germans, 
to in Charge 

the sentry thought Aaron was escaping, no more force than 
should be used. This principle has been recognised by 
see German memorandum R.2646 of 24th August 1942 referred 
UK- G/B.1, Commission's reference 32/UK/G.1. 

Aaron was well within the camp limits at the time and accused 
No.4 could, if suspicious, have advanced down the wire with his 
bayonet, summoned assistance, and notified the two sentries on the 
wall. There is doubt as to whether Aaron was at the trip wire for 
the purpose of urinating (as appears to be the opinion among the 
other ranks), or whether he may have been trying to get some bark off 
one of the supports of the wire to provide himself with fuel to brew 
some tea, as is the view of Captain Fish. However, this may be, 
there could have been no reason for shooting to kill at such close range. 

DEFENCES: It is unlikely that the facts will be in dispute: to the 
extent at least that at the time stated Aaron was in the neighbourhood 
of the wire fence; and that accused No.4 shot him whether or not a 
challenge was given. 

The obvious defence of Accused No.4 is that he acted in 
obedience to the orders of his superiors under the reasonable belief 

(continued on page 2) 
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(I. or !lie ('sc of the .Scc r et an ,11) 

-Registered Number. 

12CiglUK IA  GR 

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 
UN/TED KINGDOM 

Tenente Colonello Giulo OLDANI, Camp Oommandant 

Oapitano Umberto CALANOBI, Adjutant to Camp  
Oommandant 

Corporal Alfio MANNINO, Oamp InterprOter. 	 

Soldiers and Guards at the Camp who Names, ranks 
were concerned in the assaults and and Units at 
ill-treatment 	 present unknown. 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

December  1942 and January 1943 	  

At Camp P.G.98 at San Giuseppe, Stony. 	  

No. xxix Ill-treatment.of Prisoners of War 

Breaches of Articles 2, 10, 48, 54, 58 and 81 of  
Geneva Convention 1929 relative to the treatment 
of Prisoners of War. 

Under 	English Law.: 
Assault. 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

mi■•••■•■•- 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

During the period December 1942 and January 1943 
Camp No. P. G.98 at San Giuseppe, Sicily, was conducted in 
a manner oontrary to the provisions of the Geneva Convention 
1929 relative to Prisoners of War. 

TRANSMITTED 	
BY ......................... ..... 

• Insert serial number under 
which the case is registered in the tiles of the National Office of the accusing State. 

(2056, wt.P.252'4 5,000 5143 A.& E.W.Ltd. Gp.685 
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Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

_CHARGES AGAINST. ITALI AN 	 WAR CRIMINALS 

CASE No.  UK  - I/13.122* 

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 
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During the period December 1942 and January 1943 and 
possibly longer, the Prisoner of War Camp No. P. C.98 at 
San Giuseppe, Sicily, was conducted in an improper manner 
and in particular in that :- 

The accommodation provided was inadequate and not 
weatherproof. 

The sanitation was inadequate, and improperly sited from 
the hygienic point of view. 

The food rations were insufficient and no Red cross 
parcels were issued though they are stated to have been 
available. 

British Prisoners of War were assaulted and beaten and 
chained in the open in mid-Winter 
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1. AFFIDAVIT of Sgt. Walter Phillips, sworn 6th June 1945 

2. AFFIDAVIT of Sgt. R. Lawson, sworn 26th June 1945. 

Clopiee of these documents are attached. 

• 
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t . nd,•!. this 'wading  1-,hu)ul(1 he included the view taken a, 1,, ( a) the 	0 , 

ih R accused in view of Iii, official position, e.g., was offence 
comm itt ed on  the  offender's own initiative, Or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 

out a system ail ,royed by authority or a legal Provision ; (b) the probable defence: 

(c) wheth(r thc case ailwar!,  to be rew-onaltly complete.) 

If the facts set out in the Affidavits are established, 
they constitute Crime No. xxix in the War Crimes List - Ill-
troatment of Prisoners of War. 

The Articles of the Geneva Convention referred to provide 
as follor's 

No. 2 - requiring humane treatment and protection and forbidding 
reprisals. 

N0.10 - making provision for accommodation etc. 

No.4A - prohibiting corporal punishment and regulating conditions 
of confinement and forbidding cruelty. 

No.54 - providing that imprisonment is the most severe form of 
punishment which may be inflicted and regulating its 
duration. 

No.58 - regulating the conditions of disciplinary sentences. 

No.81 - providing for proper trial before sentence. 

R PONSIBILITY: The primary responsibility for the conditions 
w oh prevailed in this camp appears to be that of accused No.1 
and also Accueed No.2. The responsibility for the actual 
assaults and chaining is again that of Accused No.1 and of the 
unknown officer or officers who appear to have ordered the two 
instances of ohaining. focused No. 1 is also responsible for 
not providing a trial before what was intended for punishment 
was carried out. Accused No. 3 was present on the occasion of 
the assaulting of the witness Phillips and the Accused No. 4 
were responsible for carrying out the cruelties inflicted. 
Prima facie all the accused have a case to answer. 

E NEB: 	The aooused other than Accu3ed No. 1 may plead that 
ey ae ed in compliance with orders given to them by their 

superimor superior. If this plea is acoepted it is submitted 
that it would afford no defence to a criminal charge i.e. under 
national law or the War Crimea List, though it might be taken 
into a000unt in mitigation. 

OOMPLETENESS OF CASE: The case against the three named accused 
appears to be complete- Further evidence is being sought and 
enquiries are proceeding as to the identity of the accused 
whose names are not yet mown. Sufficient evidence, however, 
appears to be available to establish a strong case for the 
meowed to answer. 

-fa 
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Date (If receipt in Secretariat. 
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UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 
UNITED KINGDOM 	CHARGES AGAINST 

CASE No.  UK -  I/B 

ITALIAN  	WAR CRIMINALS 

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

(1) Tenente ZANONI, 83rd Fascist Militia, stationed 
at Garabaldi Barracks, Piacenza. 

(2) Officer in Command at the said ) Names ranks and 
Barracks 	 ) unite at present 

unknown 
(3) Militia concerned in the assaults 

18 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

December 1943 and January 1944 

At or near Bettola and at Piacenza 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

No. six - Confiscation of property 	  

No.xxix I11-treatment of 1"risoners of War 	 

Breaches of Articles 2,  6,  46 ard 54 of the Geneva.  
Convention, 1929 relating to the treatment of 

	

Prisoners of - War. 	  

Under English-Law: 	  
1. Larceny. 	 

.e 

d 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

During the months of December 1943 and January 1994 at or 
near Bettola and at Piacenza Accused No. 1 stole from British 
Prisoners of War their personal property and valuables and in 
some cases assaulted them and Accused No. 3 also assaulted 
British Prisoners in the presence of Accused No. 1. 

TRANSMITTED BY .............. 

• 
Insert serial number under which the case is registered in the files of the National Office of the accusing State. 

(29655) 
WLP 252 4 5,000 5'43 A.& E.W.Ltd. Gp.635 

• 

- a 
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1. On 7th January 1944, Major H.D. Whitehead and Major 
L.S. Bailey, two British Officer Prisoners of War, who had 
escaped from the custody. of Accused No. 1 were recaptured by 
him and were assaulted by Accused No. 1 and by the.Militia 
under his command. 

2. On 18th December 1943 five liberated British Officer 
Prisoners of War Major G.H. Watson, Major J.H. Brewer, Major 
O. Huddles tone, Major R.N. Lyons and Major T. Hepple, who were 
travelling in a lorry near Bettola (about 00 miles south-east 
of Milan) were stopped and two of the Officers were assaulted 
by members of the Fascist Militia under the command of Accused 
No. 1. All the personal property and valuables of the 
Prisoners were taken from them at the instigation of Accused 
No, 1 and never returned. 

3. On 23rd December 1943 five other British Officer 
Prisoners of War, Major T.F.B. Law, Lt.Ool. Fowler, Lt.Ool. 
Reeves, Major Pritchett and Major Daly were recaptured by 
Accused No. 1 and taken to Piacenza and their personal property 
was taken from them at the instigation of Accused No. 1 and 
never returned. 
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1st Witness. 

No. 71597 ie.ajor Harold Dennis Whitehead The Green Howards duly ' 
sworn states 

In November 1943 as a liberated P.O.W. in Italy I was makini7 for 
the Swiss frontier and on 25 November at Bettola in the province of 
Piacensa I was apprehended in civilian clothing by Tenente Zanoni in 
the company of lylajor L.S. Bailey and we were taken to the Podesta. 
There our identity rapers were taken from us and examined. These 
papers showed clearly that we were British officers who had escaped 
from C.C.29. k3 were then left in the custody of a civilian with a 
revolver. We overpowered the civilian, gained possession of the 
revolver and escaped. Ihe only used sufficient force to take the 
revolver from the civilian. 

On 7 January 1944 we were betrayed by an Italian agent and again 
fell into the hands of Z-noni and about a dozen Dascist plain clothes 
police. We were taken to Piacensa to a building which I subsequently 
earnt was the eascist political office. Lajor Bailey was then taken 

into another room for interrogation. I could hear lajor Bailey being 
questioned and the sound of blows. lajor Bailey was then brought out 
of the inner room and I was taken in. Present in the room was an 
elderly clean shaven man in civilian clothes, slightly bald and wearing 
spectacles. He appeared to be in charge of the political office. 
Zanoni and six Fascist policemen armed with revolvers and tommy.guns 
were also present. I was told to take my hat and spectacles off and 
slapped in the face. I was then punched in the chest and told to sit 
down. It was Zanoni who struck me on each occasion. I was then 
questioned by Zanoni about the escape from Bettola and I was accused 
of murdering the civilian who had been left to guard us. Zanoni then 
took out a whip about three feet long, about an inch broad made of 
leather twisted like a cork screw. During the interrogation, which 
lasted about fifteen minutes, he struck me frequently on the bac-, 
arms thighs and legs as I was sitting in the chair. Later one of the 
guard standing behind me also struck me with a whip. The blows 
caused bruises and weals. While the blows were being struck one of the 
guards covered me with a revolver. Zanoni knew that I was a Bri tish 
officer and knew that I was oche of the British officers who had escaped 
last November. It was at no time suggested that we were not British • 
officers. At the end of the interrogation Zanoni kicked me as I left 
the office. We were then taken to the Garibaldi barracks where on 
instructions from Zanoni we were put in the condemned cell and not 
allowed out for exercise as were the other prisoners. 

Zanoni was about six foot one. He was lean, dark complexion, 
straight black hair, clipped black moustache, dark eyes and a military 

11 bearing and aged about thirty five. He was well known in the district. 
i I was told by Major G.H. Watson that his address was Rustigasso 
lorfasso Piacensa and that he was in 83rd Fascist Militia. 

(Signed) H.D. V=E7:EAD, laajor. 
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2nd Witness 

No. 72697 lajor Lionel Sidney Bailey, h.A.S.C. duly sworn states: 

I confirm the evidence of lajor H.D..Whitehead excluding the 
interrogation of Liajor Whitehead on 7 January 1944 at which I was not 
present. On the same day prior to his interrogation I was taken into 
the inner room. I was told to sit down and asked if I was concerned 
in the escape at bettola. i replied that I did not understand and 
asked for an interpreter. I was being auestioned by Zanoni and an 
elderly clean shaven man in civilian clothes who was apparently in 
charge of the office. I had previously met Zanoni at Liettola and I 
confirm the description of Zanoni given by Lajor Whitehead. 
Immediately after asking for an interpreter Zanoni took out a 
leather whip and beat me on the back, arms, hands, thighs and legs. 
He attempted to strike me in the face. This was prevented by the 
elderly man. While this was going on the guards in the office were 
covering me with revolvers. The effect of the blows was severe 
bruises and weals. I then protested to the elderly man and he struck 
me in the face. Zanoni continued to question and beat me. The 
questioning and beating lasted from ten to fifteen minutes. I was 
then taken back to the outer room and Major Whitehead was taken into 
the room which I had left. I heard Zanoni being questioned and the 
sound of blows. 

We were then taken to the Liaribaldi barracks where on instructions 
from Zanoni we were put in the condemned cell and not allowed out for 
exercise as were the other prisoners. 

(Signed) L.S. BAILEY, Lajor. 
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3rd Witness. 

No.33594 Lajor Lieorge Hedley Watson E. forks Regt. duly 
sworn states: 

On 18 December 1943 I was with a party of six on a lorry at 
a place near bettola. The lorry was stopped by a party of Fascist 
militia. They covered us with firearms and three climbed in over 
the tailboard of the truck. I saw one of them strike Lajor C. 
Huddlestone in the face. All possessions were taken from us and 
placed in tne truck which then drove us to 4aribaldi barracks 
Pi acenza. Zanoni was in charge of this party. I had not seen 
him before but he had been frequently described to me by local 
inhabitants who also gave me his address which is Rustigasso 
Lorfasso Piacenza. We wore to :en to a room and searched again. 
All the articles that had been taken from us were on the table 
in this room and Zanoni was still in charge. Vie were put in a 
cell and tne next morning taken to the German H.Q. As we left 
I asked for the return of the articles taken but without success. 
The articles taken from me were :- 

a Parker Fountain Pen 
Ronson petrol lighter combined Eversharp pencil 
Silver cigarette case monogrammed "G" 
Silver cigarette lighter 
Pocket wallet containing: 

(Lire 500 
(5 One round English notes 
(Pay Dook k;o.115 ex 0.0.29 
(Receipts for sequestrated items in C.C.29 
(Personal papers. 

I have protested to all the derr,an authorities at the prison 
camps but so far as I know they never have been sulessful in 
obtaining the return of these articles. 

(Signed) G.H. V:ATSON, 



• 2380 

4ta witness 

No. 65715 Lajer John Arthur brewer, E.lor',:s iuly sworn states: 

On 19 December 1043 I was with LEIjors Watson and Huddlestono 
i n the lorry near dettola. The lorry was stopped by a party of 
Fascist Lilitia whO covered us with revolvers. Three of then.: 
climbed into the truck and I saw one of them strike Lajor 
Huddlestone a severe blow in the face. V:e were then searched 
and our possessions taken from us and placed in the truck which 
then droVe us to Garibaldi barracks. Zanoni was in charge of 
the party. We were taken to a room and searched again. All the 
articles that had been taken from us were on the table in this 
room, and Zanoni was still in charge. The articles taken from 
me were:— 

Swan fountain pen 
Eversharp pencil 
Pay Book from 0.0.29. 
Wallet 
Rolex wrist watch. 
Cigarette lighter 
Cigarette case, silver 
35 Egyptian pound notes 
15 pound notes sterling 
3,000 lire. 

I asked for the return of these articles the following 
morning without success. I repeated this request at the German 

at Piacenza and at the subsequent rri2on camps but so far 
as I know they never have been successful in obtaining the return 
of these articles. 

(Signed) J.A. 1-3R ,LR, 	. 

East Yorks Refit. 
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5tit V.itneL:s. 

No. 02220 Lajor Cyril Huddle:3ton°, E. Yorks duly sworn states:— 

On 18 December 1943 I was v:ith I'Lajor 	tson in the lorry noar 
Tile lorry was storred by a party of eascist militia who 

covered us with firearms. Three of th(-:m climbed into the truck and 
one of them struck me a very severe blow in the face. We were then 
searched and our possessions taken from us and nlaced in the truck 
which then drove us to Garibaldi barracks. Zanoni was in charge 
of the party. We were taken to a room and searched again. All 
the articles that had been taken from us were on the table in this 
room and Zanoni was still in charge. The articles taken from me 
were :. 

Wallet containing rpprox. 2,000 Lire and rer.:,onal papers 
Pay book from C.C.29. 
Cigarette case 
eountain pen. 

I asked for the return of these articles the following morning 
wi thout success. I repeated this request at the German H.Q. at 
Piacenza and at subsequent prison camps but as far as I know they 
never have been successful in obtaining the return of these 
articles. 

(Signed) C. ITUDDLE3T01;E, lajor. 
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6th Witness 

No. 30540 Major Robert Nelson Lyons, R.A. duly sworn states: 

On 18 December 1943 I was with Llajors Watson, Brewer, 
Huddlestone and Hepple in the lorry near Bettola. The lorry was 
stopped by a party of Fascist militia who covered us with firearms. 
Three of them climbed into the truck. I etw one of them strike 
Major Huddbstone a severe blow in the face and another hit Major 
Hepple over the head. We were then searched and our possessions 
taken from us and placed in the truck which then drove us to 
Garibaldi barracks. 	Zanoni was in charge of the party. We were 
taken to a room and searched again. All the articles that had 
been taken from us except my watch were on the table in this room 
and Zanoni was still in charge. The articles taken from me were: 

Wrist...watch 
Pay book from C.0.29 
200-300 lire. 

I asked for the return of these articles the following morning 
without success. I repeated this request at the German H.Q. at 
Placenza and at subsequent prison camps, but so far as I know they 
never have been successful in obtaining the return of these articles. 

(Signed) R.N. LYONS 
Major, R.A. 
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7th Witness. 

No. 51977 Lajor Thor!-IA Hepplo R.T.R. duly sworn states : 

On 18 December 19443 I was uith Lrjor= Watson, Drewer, 
Huddlestone and Lyons in the lorry near Bettola. The lorry was 
stopped by a party of Fascist militia who covered us with firearms. 
At least three of then climbed into the truck and one of them' 
struck Major Huddlestone a severe blow in the face. Irmeliately 
afterwards I was struck a severe blow on the head. I think that 
I was hit by the same guard. We were then searched and our 
possessions taken from us and placed in the truck which then drove 
us to Garibaldi barracks. Zanoni was in charge of the party. 
All the articles that had been taken from ua were on the table 
in this room and Zanoni was still in charge. On leavirg this room 
I asked the N.C.O. standing by the table for the return of my 
articles tna he replied "Toriorrow". The articles taken from me 
were:— 

Pocket watch 
Pay book from 0.0.29. 
Receipt for sequestrated money 
Fountain pen 
iit.zor and toilet articles. 

The same night the fountain pen and razor were returned by 
a plrdn clothes Fascist. The followinF, morning I asked for the 
return of my other articles froE Zanoni who abused me and did not 
return them. I repeated this reouest at the German H.Q.. at 
Piacenza and at subsequent prison camps but as far as I know they 
never have beer successful in obtaining the return of these 
articles. 

(Signed) T. IIEPPLL, Lajor. 



• 
2384 

8th Witness 

No. 70082 Major T.1,.B. Law, R.A.S. . duly sworn states :. 

On 23rd December 1943 I was recaptured and taken to 
Piacenza in company with Lieut. Cola. Fowler and Reeves and Majors 
Pritchett and Daly. 

The officer in charge of the party who recaptured me was 
Zanoni. I was searched on recapture and all my possessions taken 
from me. In answer to my request for the return of these 
articles I was told they would be returned to me at Piacenza. 

After one day we were taken to the German H.Q. at Piacenza. 
Zanoni was in charge of the escort and had with him a suitcase 
which he said contained the property which had been taken from Us. 
This suitcase was handed over to the Germans with us. As soon as 
Zanoni had departed the contents of the case were examined at our 
request. The following articles were found to be missing. 

1 Self winding watch Ometo Movado) 
1 Gold and platinum watch chain ) 
1 Gold Eversharp pencil 	 ) My property. 
1 Parker Duofold Fountain Pen 
600 Lire in notes 

Lt. Col. Fowler 
500 Lire in Notes 
	Major Daly 

500 Lire in notes 

Lt. Col. Reeves 
1 Wrist watch 
1 Fountain pen 
1 Parker pencil 
6000 Lire in notes. 

Major Pritchett 

Silver cigarette case 
7000 Lire in notes. 

(Sgd) T.F.B. LAW. ;Major 
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PARTICULARS 	OF EVIDENCE IN suppowr 	2385 

STATEMENTS taken at Oflag 79 by the Camp Legal Officer 
from the following witnesses: 

(1) Major H.D. Whitehead 
(2) Major L.S. Bailey 
(3) Major G.H. Watson 
(4) Major J.A. Brewer 
(5) Major 0. Huddles tone 

r7) Major R.N. Lyons ) Major T. Hepple 
(8) Major T.F.B. Law. 

Oopies of these documents are attached. 

11 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 
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(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence; 
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

If the facts alleged are established tkie removal of the 
Bilitish Officers' personal property and valuables constitutes 
War Crimes No. xiv, Confiscation of Property, and the striking 
of the several British Officers constitutes War Crimes No. xxix -
Ill-treatment of Prisoners of War. 

Under English law charges of larceny and assault and battery 
respectively would lie. 

The relevant Articles of the Geneva Convention provide as 
follows :- 

No. 2 - requiring humane treatment and protection and forbidding 
reprisals 

No. R - forbidding the taking of inter alia money and articles 
of value from Prisoners 

No.46 - prohibiting corporal punishment and regulating the 
conditions of confinement and forbidding cruelty. 

No.54 - providing that imprisonment is the most severe form 
of punishment which may be inflicted and regulating 
its duration. 

RESPONSIBILITY: The primary responsibility for the crimes 
alleged rests with Accused No. 1, but Accused No. 2 is also 
responsible for the conduct of Accused No. 1, an officer under 
his command. Accused No.3 are responsible for the actual 
assaults in which they took part, even though acting under the 
instructions of a superior officer. 

DEFENCES: Accused No. 1 would not appear to have any defence if 
the larceny and assaults made by him are proved. Accused No. 2 
may plead that he had no knowledge of the incidents but would 
still, it is submitted, remain responsible for the conduct of an 
officer under his command. Accused No. 3 may plead that they 
acted under the orders of a superior officer, but this would not, 
it is submitted, afford a dofence to a criminal charge i.e. 
under the national law or the War Crimes List but might be taken 
into account in mitigation. 

COMPLIT:TENESS OF CASE:  The cage against Accused No. 1 is complete 
subject to the availability of the witnesses. Enquiry is 
necessary and is being carried forward to establish the identity 
of accused Nos. 2 and 3 but subject to their identification there 
appears to be sufficient evidence available to establish a strong 
case for all the Accused to answer. 





UNITED KINGDOM ...CHARGES AGAINST 
ITALIAN 	WAR (. 1:1M I \ I 

CASE No.. UK  I/B AOK 

(1) Captain Sommavilla, Clamp Commandant. 	) 

(2) Adjutant or 2nd in Command at said Camp) 

(3) Officer in Charge  of  Sentries on duty ) 
in question. 

Names 
ranks and 
unita at 
present 
unknown 

(4) Sentry who shot Major  MoDowall 

End of January or early  in February 1942 

At Camp P.G. 75 at Bari 
Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

No.xxlx  — Ill—treatment of prisoners  of war 

Breaches of Geneva Convention 1929, Article 2, 

46,. 54, 

Under English law: 
(1) Attempted murder 
(2) Assault. 

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to he translated.) 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

 

(For the Use of the Secretariat) 
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Date uf receipt iii Scmlariat. 
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UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

At about 9.30 in the evening of a day at the end of January 
or beginning of February 1942, Major McDowall left a room in one but 
in camp P. G.75 at Bari, and went to the latrine, but on the prohihitel 
side of the building. This way had recently been put out of bounds 
and Major McDowell had forgotten this. When near the latrine a sentry 
Challenged at very close quarters. Major MoDowall annwered the 
challenge and obeyed the sentry by walking back the way he hail. none so 
as to take the proper road instead. While walking, away from the 
sentry, the sentry fired twice at him with bullets but miqeed on both occasions. Later in the evening, Captain Sommaville, the Italian Officer in Charge of the said Camp at the time, carne with other 
officers and other ranks and took the said Major McDowall off to I'm 
On the way there the said Captain Sommavilla twice hYt Melor, 
in the face with his fist. 

TRANSMITTED BY ...... ........... 

•
Insert serial number under which the case is registered in the files ,.1 th •vation.11 offic,„ of the 

4 5,000 5145 A.& E.W.Ltd. Gp.685 	
Act- RInA 

(L'9655)Wt,P 259. 
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(A) War Crime No. xxix: Ill-treatment of prisoners of war is 
heresy constituted a war crime: 

(B) Brfmchen of Geneva Convention 1929: 
Article 2, requires that prisoners of war should be 
humanely treated and protected: measures of reprisal against 
them are forbidden. 
Article 46, limits disciplinary punishment to prisoners 
of war and forbids, in general, all forms of cruelty. 
Article 64, provides that imprisonment shall be the most 
severe disciplinary punishment which may be inflicted on a 
prisoner of war and limits it to thirty days. 

(0) Under English Law. 
The facts here, If accurate, constitute attempted murder 
by the sentry who fired twice when the circumstances did 
not Justify it: the facto as against Captain Sommaville 
constitute an assault on Major McDowall. 
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COPY. 

M.I. 9/SKP/804. 	 SECRET 

P.W.2. 

OSD/O/SKp/804 

The following is an extract from above report by 92310 

Capt. William Peter BULMER, 31 Fld. Regt. R.A. 

In P.G.75, BARI, Major R.G. MoDOWALL (NLE.e) 
at by a Gentry one evening, early in Jan.42. He 
dragged into the office of the Camp Commandant ( 
SOMMAVILLA). Here Sommavilla struck him across 
with a revolver. 

was show 
was then 

Capt. 
the face 

(Sgd) A.C. ALLAN 	3/0 
W.R.N.S. 

for Lieut. colonel, G.S. 

M.1.9. 
Ext. 12q5/7 
13  June 1944. 

••••■•■••■■■■•••••••■•••■■•••••••••••••••■••■• 

COPY. 

M/0.9/SODIC/SKP/785. 	 SECRET. 

P01412 41 

SODIC/SKP/785 

The following is an extract from the above report, by 
130784 Capt. (Temp.) John Harold MAIDES, 2nd R.T.R. Atti.120 
T.R. Sqn. R.A.F. 15 Corps. 

About the same time also in P. G.75, a Padre, McDowall 
(Comment: New Zealander?) was struck on the head with a 
pistol butt by Capt. Sommaville, the Commandant". 

(SW A.C. ALLAN 3/0 
W.R.N. S. 

for Lieut. Colonel, G.S. 

8th June, 1944. 

• 
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IN THE LATTER OF :- 

The attempted murder of Major R.G. McDowall 
by a sentry and later an assault upon him by Captain 
Somavilla at Camp P.G.75 at Bari at the end of January 
or beginning of February 1942. 

AFFIDAVIT 

I, ROBERT GEORGE McDOWALL, 26343, Major, New Zealand 
Expeditionary Force, a clergyman of the Presbyterian Church, with 
a present address of Freyburg Wing, Folkestone, Kent, and with a 
permanent address of 134, Remuera Road, Auckland, New Zealand,. 
make oath and say as follows 

1. On the 28th November 1941, I was taken prisoner at Sidi 
Rersgh. From there I was taken to Benghazi where I stayed one 
week: then to Camp 1+o.66 at Bari in Italy where I stayed some 
three and a half montas: then to Camp No.35 at Padulla whore I 
stayed some four or five weeks: teen to a Camp at Veano where I 
stayed from the 5th May 1942 to the 13th November 1942: then to 
Camp No.57 at Udine..Gruppignano, where I stayed from the 13th 
November 1942 until the Armistice of the 8th September 1943. P.: 
the time of the Armistice I was taken prisoner by the Gerrens i,r16 

was taken to a Camp at Spittal. 

2. On a day at the end of January or beginning of February 1942, 
I cannot give the date with greater particularity, at about 9.30 
in the evening, I had been lying talking in a large room in the 
barrack in the said Camp at Bari, talking with Major Gibbon, and 
then went out to the room which I occupied with others which was 
a few yards away. When I arrived there there were present Major 
Crisp of a British Tank Corps, and Major Evans of the New Zealanc, 
Forces. Shortly after I got there, I began to undress, and I vas 
half undressed when I was taken short and had to go to the 
latrine. Nearly all of us, prisoners of war, were often in great 
difficulties, because of the diet of vegetable skilly - it gave n-
constant wind and diarrhoea. I ran to the latrine the wrong side 
of the building; we had been allowed to go that way, but it i'ad 
recently been put out of bounds: I forgot this in my hurry. When 
near the latrine a sentry near by challenged. 1  said to him 
words to the effect that it was urgent that I should go to the 
latrine. He challenged again and I turned round quickly to got 
back. This sudden movement caused me inadvertently to break wina. 
As I went back, walking, because the immediate necessity for tho 
latrine had been largely relieved, the sentry fired twice at me, 
with bullets, both of which fortunately missed me. I went to the 
latrine by the other side of the said building, and then went 
back to the building where our 0.0., Col. Fraser, was, to apologia-, 
for the trouble I had caused: when Captain Somavilla, the Italia!: 
Officer in charge at the time, came in with seven Italian 
officers, and some twelve Italian O.R. He took me off to gaol. 
On the way he twice hit me in the face with his fists - he was in 
a rage - but his officer friends advised him to stop and he did so. 

SWORN at Folkestone in the County) 
of Kent this 23rd day of July 	 R.G. McDOWA1;  

1945 
ref ore me, 

ARTHUR ATKINSON 
A Commissioner for Oaths. 
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IN TriL LATTha OF : 

The attempted u:irder of wajor 
R.G. idcDowall (N.Z.Z.F.) by a 
sentry and later an assault upon 
him by Captain Somavilla at Camp 
P.U.75 at Bari at the end of 
January or boanninL of February 
1942 

AFFIDAVIT 

. of 

Liajor R.G. McD017ALL 

TFL 
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IN THE MATTERS OP :- 

(a) The ill-treatment of British prisonero of war and 
breaches of the Geneva Conventionn 1929 at Camp 
N0.75 at Bari from about 13th December 1941 to 
25th March 1942. 

(b) The wounding of major Roeven at Canp No. 75 at Bari 
in January 1942. 

(c) The wounding of and assault on Major McDowall at 
Camp No. 75 at Bari in January 1242. 

AFFIDAVIT 

I, JOHN HAROLD MAIDES No.130764 Captain, The Royal Tank 
Regiment, at present at Royal Naval Air School c/o 70 C.B.A.Ti. 
Section, Henotridge, Somerset, ann with a permanent address at 
4, Northampton Road, Croydon, surrey, make Oath and say as 
follows :- 

1. I was taken prisoner at Sidi Azizeo, Libya, on November 
27th 1941. I was taken to Bardia, thence to Benghazi, and on 
13th December 1941 reached camp N0.75 at Bari, Italy. 

2. I was at Camp No. 75 at Bari from December 13th 1941 to 
about 25th March 1942. The camp Commandant during that time 
was Captain Sommavilla, a very bad and cruel man and violently 
anti-British. 

The accommodation was very overcrowded: there were two 
huts for about 160 officers. The conditions for the other 
ranks were appalling: the men were herded like cattle. 

As to food, the officers received 150 grammes of bread 
and a pint of thin macaroni skilly per day. Sometimes half 
an ounce of bony fish. Occasionally an orange or glass of wine. 
I was informed by our medical officers that the ration amounted 
to about half the calories required for normal subsistence. 

Red cross parcels were only issued on rare occasions. The 
said Captain Sommavilla himself controlled the issue and 
oonstantly held it up. There was wholesale pilfering from the 
same. Frequent applioations were made to him to allow an 
inspection of the said Camp by either the Red cross authorities 
or the Protecting Power but he always refused. 

In consequence of the bad conditions dysentery, skin 
diseases and malnutrition were very prevalent. 

The medical arrangements were utterly inadequate. The 
Italian medical officers made no attempt to deal with the 
situation: there was no proper hospital tent, equipment or 
supplies. After six weeks they allowed our medical officero 
to start a medical parade but even then the head Italian 
medical officer showed no sympathy and our medical officers 
were left to do what they could with the medical supplies thoy 
themselves had when captured. Only desperate cases wero 
allowed to go to the local hospital. 
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3. T remember the case -r the wounding at Camp 'k,,.75 

at Bari in January 124 of major Reeves. (I behove his 
unit was 1st Buffs.) I lived in one but and he in the 
other in the same compound. On the occasion in question 
ho had been playing cards in our but and just after dusk 
returned with another 'major to his own hut: a matter of 
some 30 yards, and by a route which ho was entitled to 
use. I heard a sentry shout "Halt". The major walking 
with Major Reeves told me afterwards. that they halted. 
I heard a shot but could not see what happened. 	The 
general talk the next day was that Major Reeves had been 
shot in the shoulder by a bullet. He was taken to the 
local hospital. Protests were made to the said Captain 
Sommavilla by our senior British officers but he gave no 
satisfaction and refusel to discuss the matter, and I 
believe no enquiry was held or any reprimand given. 

This was not an isolated case of shooting. 	The 
sentries did so on the slightest or even no pretexts 
at all: frequently firing through the huts presumably to 
intimidate. 

4. I remember also the case of the wounding and assault 
on Major 7cDowa11 at the avid Camp No. 75 at Bari in or 
about January 1942. I lived in the but next door to that 
in which Major McDowall lived. About 9.30 p.m. on the 
night in question Major Mcrr)wall (who had dysentery) ran 
out to a latrine 2ound the back of his hut, He was acting 
against orders in going that way. 	A sentry fired 
without challenging but missed Major McDowall. The guard 
turned out and the said Captain Sommavilla came on the 
scene in a furious rage and finding Major MoDowall back 
in his but then hit Major McDowall on the head with his 
revolver. The guard hauled Major MoDowall off to 
Sommavilla- s office. 

5. After leaving Bari I went to camps at Padula and Bologna 
whence I escaped at the Armistice on or about 12th 
September 1043. 

SW)RN by the said JOHN HAROLD MAIrY93 ) 
at Greenhill Sharborne in the 
County of Dorset this 21st day of 
June 194 5 

J. MA/DES. 
Capt. 

Before me, 
T.S. BARTLETT. 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 
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STATELENT of 58209 LILIT. COLONEL  E.H.  GIabON,  D.S.O. of 49, 
TroelTampton Lane, S.V;.18 (permanent tvidrees), at present stationcai at 43rd 	Th. C/o G.P.O. brandon, Suffolk. 

I was taken prisoner at Duda N. Africa on let December 1941 
and after then was taken to the P/W transit camp, rsari (Camp 
No.75) where I remained until about 30th Larch 1942,. 

On 24th December 1941 General bellomo visited the camp and 
displayed considerable annoyance at the fact that the prisoners 
did not stand to attention when he came in sight. While I was 
standing at ease near a cookhouse some distance away from him and 
smiling at his agitated gesticulations and speech he shouteJ at me 
in English "You laugh, you die:" I next saw the sentry who was 
alongside of him bring his rifle down from his shoulder and draw 
back the bolt. I then realised I was in danger and moved behind 
the nearest olive tree and stood to attention. I was told later 
by officers (including Major Reeves and Major Peter Lewis, both 
of the buffs) who were standing near the general and the sentry, 
that after lifting his rifle to his shoulder and aiming in my 
direction the sentry had squeezed the trigger to no effect, and 
that he had then examined the rifle, found it was unloaded and on 
going into his ammunition pouch discovered that it only contained 
cigarettes. 

I remember hearing of the incident at this camp in January 
1942 in which Major LacDowall, the New Zealand Padre, was involved. 
He gave me an account of what had happened shortly afterwards. At 
the time he and I were accommodated in the same but but occupied 
different rooms. 

We had been warned by the carp authorities that at night 
time we were not to ao round the back of the huts when visiting 
the latrines but to pass along the front of them. hajor hacDairall 
told me that on the evening of the incident he absent-mindedly 
started to go along the back way to the latrines when he was 
challenged by a sentry, that he immediately turned round and 
commenced walking back to his but and that as he was doing this 
the sentry fired at him and missed him. I also heard from him 
that the bullet passed through the wall of our but and through a 
book which a lieutenant-colonel of the R.A.k.C. from New Zealand, 
whose name I cannot remember, was reading at the time, and that 
Lieut. Colonel Fraser, R.A., also from New Zealand, was in the 
room. I later saw the bullet marks in the hut. Major MacDowall 
told me that shortly after he was visited by Captain Sommavilla 
who after questioning him struck him. 

I also remember hearing of the circumstances in which Captain 
Flame met his death and Lieutenant Cooke was wounded. I met 
Lieutenant Cooke in Camp 5 after it had happened and he gave me 
an account of what happened which was the same as that set out in 
the extracts from his letter to Lieutenant-Colonel Munro, Senior 
Officer of British Troops at Sulmona which I have read. 

hajor Peter Lewis of the Buffs told me of the circumstances 
in which Major Noel Reeires was wounded 	the Camp some time in 
January 1942. Owing to the overcrowded state of the Camp 
permission was given to \use a hut, which up to then had been used 
solely as a store,for sleeping accommodation. To got to this 
but from that which Major Reeves and Major peter Lewis had used 
up to then it was necessary to pass the latrines. Major Peter 
Lewis told me that on the night on which hajor Reeves was wounded 
he and Major Reeves were walking from the but they had been 
using to the but on the other side of the latrines and that a 
sentry challenged them after they had passed the latrines and 
that Major Reeves had then taken a few paces in the direction 
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of the sentry and the latter fired at him wounding him in 
the shoulder. I understood that after a complaint had been 
made General Bellomo inquired Into the matter and stated that 
he was satisfied that Majors Reeves and Peter Lewis were 
attempting to escape at the time. I am quite satisfied myself 
that the shooting occurred because of the failure of the camp 
authoeities to inform the sentry that this particular but was 
being used by prisoners, and that the sentry on seeing these 
two prisoners pass the latrines thought they were attempting to 
escape. A few days afterwards when going to the same but I 
narrowly escaped being fired at myself by a sentry who 
apparently was also ignorant that this but was now being used 
by prisoners. 

Captain "Boggy" Howson of the Central Indian Horse who was 
also a prisoner at the camp while I was there told me that Captain 
Sommavilla had struck him on one occasion when he was in the 
confinement cell. 

I confirm that the conditions with regard to food and 
accommodation were very bad in this camp and that Captain 
Sommavilla was particularly cruel in his treatment of the 
prisoners and incited the guards to behave likewise. 

(Signed) E.H. GIBBON, Lt. Col. No.58209. 



• • 	
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PARTICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT 
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1. REPORT is dated 13th June 1944. Reference OSDIC/SKP/504. 
Extract from Report of Captain William Peter BUlmer, No.92310, 
31st Field Regiment, R.A. 

2. REPORT — dated Rth June 1944. Reference CSDIC/SKP/785. 
Extract from Report of Captain (temporary) John Harold Maides, 
No.130784, 2nd R.T.R. attached 110 T.R. Squadron R.A.F. 13th 
Corps. 

3. AFFIDAVIT of Major R.G. McDowall (N.E.E.F.) dated 23rd July 1945. 

4. AFFIDAVIT of Captain J.H.A. Maides, dated 21st June 19'15 
(para. 4) 

5. SIGNED STATEMENT of No.58209 Lt.Col. E.H. Gibbon, D.S.O. 
(para. 4). 
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NOTES ON TH E CASE 2398 • 
(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 

responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence 
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

1. As regards responsibility. 
Charge of attempted murder. 

Responsibility of accused ro.4. would be direct, subject 
to the defence mentioned later of orders of superior officers. 

As regards Nos. 1, 2 and 3, their responsibility would be 
indirect, but they would be prima facie responsible for the 
conduct of the Camp and the actions of sentries serving in it. 

As regards the alleged as  
Accused No. 1 would be solely and directly responsible. 

2. As revards ossible defences :- 
As regards the charge of attempted murder, accused 

No.4 may rely on :- 

(a) the orders of a superior. 

(b) the fact that major McDowall was walking along a 
forbidden way, but it is to beobserved that Major McDowall 
in his affidavit says that he turned round and walked 
back thereby obeying the sentry. 

(c) The sentry may possibly raise the defence that he thought 
that Major McDowall was trying to escape. It must be 
obvious that ouch a defence would be untenable if the 
facts as set out by Major McDowall are to be in any way 
relied upon. 

Apn112221112.11„112.na. might rely upon the defences set 
out in7iiiibiiidiniOTBJiind(c) immediately above. (1) They 
may suggest that the sentry acted reasonably, or (2) they may 
throw over the sentry and say that he acted against orders. 

3. As to whether this case is complete. 
(i) This case would appear to be reasonably complete so 

far as evidence is concerned. We have the affidavit of Major 
MoDowall himself, corroborated by the statement of Lt.Col. 
Gibbon and the affidavit of Captain Maides. 

As to the movements of Major McDowall, he alone was 
present and therefore other witnesses of the actual incident 
would not be forthcoming. 

(ii) But this case is incomplete in the following respects: 

(a) As to tracking Captain Sommavilla (if he be 
still alive). 

(b) identifying the rest of the accused and tracing 
them. 
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Charge lire,. 	- .L/6.130 

• 

Accused: Francesco GATTI 

1. 	I 04 directed by the Judge Advocate General of the Forces to forward thin 
which has been registered with the United Nation. 	Crin'es Commisnion au a war a-' • 

The Judge Advocate Gene.nal has inf!tructed ao to ocuvey the following advics:: 
you regarding the CASOo 

30 	In Ry opinion the evidence justifies the trial by Military Court under the Roy .l 
Warrant of the above named ac-uaed on the following charge:- 

CO;, ZITING. A WA CRIME 

in that he 

on datns between 	P.43 and August 1943 in violation of the laws and usages of 6,44 
ear was concerned in the ill»treatment of Lieutenant Stephen riper, R.N.V.U. and other 
prisoners of vox. at Padula, Italy, and on a journey by train trom Padula to 3otogne, 
Italy. 

4. The :3,:.!u..3ed is understood now to be in custody in Italy. 

5. The eccused should be attached to a unit and the commanding officer should sign 
the charge sheet as such in accordance with the nroviaions_of paragraph 4 of the 
Regulations for the Trial of War Cri.ainale ea sot out in Arm ' Order 81 of 1945. 
In the heading of the chars sheet the accused should be described as "Francesco 
GATTI of the Italian Army in the dhar:0 of *e.g... (unit) 	 pursuant to 
Regulation 4 of the Regulation for the Trial of War Criminals". 

6. With regard to the evidence: 

(a) The following witnesses should be calLed in per son at the trial tt.) 
evidence in accordance with their previoua statetaente. 

(i) Lieutenant Stephen Plrbm, R.N.V,R. 

(Li) Lieutenant Anthony Neville PARSONS, R.J.R. 

If the attendance of either of 'these two Witileti At the trinl c2Innot bc 
arranged his statement should be handed to the court in eccordnnce nith the 
provisions of Regulation 8(1)(a), 

(b) 'the statement of the following witnoss should be handed to the cou:. in 
accordance with the proviaiona of Renulatiou 8(1)(a).: 

Lieutenant Rdward 1.12: 	(171988), Welch Regiment. 

(a) With regard to the statement dat7id 26 February 1946 madeby the accused 
who acted as ouch for the of':tcer iho took thie nteteent nhoulq.. interpreter 

 as a witness to produce: and tContify the stetement, and to give 

/evidence ..e 
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evidence of the circumstances in F. , 	it 4,i7c: )‘19 :;.no c)) to 

(d) The officer who took the statement of the ,)cc,13ed as aforesaid should be 
available at the trial t n give evidence, if necesaery, of the circumstances 
in which such statement was made and Obtained. 

7. 	The Judge Advocate General further directs :a; tc ea y that he does not eenaidee 
that the case is one in which he should depute a Judge Advocate nor does he coneider 
that a Judge Advocate is necessary., In these circumstancea you may well consider 
that this 1.8 a case where it is necessary that one of the members of the court should 
have legal. qualifications in eceordance with Rule of Procedure 93(13). if you agree 
you will doubtless make application to the Deputy Jud,::e Advocate General at your 
headquarters for the appoivi,inent of such an otTic:er.• 

In 'leo:Anion this is a case in which the prosecution should he conducted by 
an officer with legal quelifiections. 	Ar.plicetion should be made to the Deputy 
Judy Advocate General at your headquarters for the apr)ointment of such an officer. 

9. You will doubtless arrange for . the accused to have ti-u3 earvioee of a Britieh 
officer at his trial. I think the accused should be auppleed with a cow of the 
statements referred to in pera.eraph 6 shove; at the s Mae. 1; 1.1 pe be should be offered 
the services of an interpreter if he so desires. 

10. One copy of the charge sheet and of tho statements re.fe2e.ed to in para6raph 6 
hereof will be required for the use of the prosecuting offieer and one copy for the 
Legal Member in addition to the originals which should be in the hande of the pres-
ident, 

11. An impartial person compe.;ent to act as interpreter in Italian should be nvail-
able at. the triele 

12, 	I enclose herewith origins la and nine copies of the ele,:tements mentioned in 
paragraph 6, sub-paragraphs 	and (b) hereof. I also enclose nine copies of the 
statement made by the accused, the original of which I understand to be in the poas-
ession of the Deputy Jud/e Advocate General at your headquarters. 

TibAzadier, 
Melii,-,e.ry Deputy, 

J . A• G. 
Copies to: 

Treasury Solicitor (3) 
ee G. 3. Mg) 
.01:J 	, Cji 	(2),,  



Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translattel.) 

I.  GATTI  Capitano. 	Adjutant and Security offi.;er 

PADULA 	Prisoner of War Camp,  ITALY.  

2. Unknown members of the Italian Carabinieri. 

July  and August  1943. 

PADULA,  Italy and in transit between PADULA and 

BOLOGNA, ITALY. 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

No. xxix  Ill.treatment  of Prisoners of War. 

Breach of the Laws and Usages of war. 

Assault. 

(1. oi thc UN,' 0/ ill,' .1/4,(crattriat)  

Registered Number. 

/ 7g 7/of <11 7/ 

Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

5 MCV 1545 	2402 

  

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 

      

UNITSD KINGDOt1 CHARGES AGAINST 	"ALTAR 	... .... \VAR CRIMINALS 
tig 

CASE No. ..V4-NO 130 •  * 

  

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 
The first accused, adjutant and security Officer at PADULA Prisoner 

of War Camp, Italy between April and August 1943, consistently illtreated 
prisoners at PADULA. In July 1943 he struck and assaulted a Lieut. 
STEVENS for no apparent reaon. The camp was partially evacuated in 
August 1943. Some prisoners hid themselves but were re-captured. These 
were assaulted and struck by Capt. GATTI. 

As a result of the said. paAial evacuation, prisoners were transported 
by train between 12th and 16th August 1943 froii PALULA to BOLOGNA. On the 
journey a Lieutenant STEPHEN PIPER R.N.V.R. attempted to escape. He was 

re-taken, kicked, struck and assaulted by the second acsused,who brought 
him before the first accused. Captain GATTI sat on Lieut. PIPERt S chest 
and beat him into unconsciousness. The first ac.A23ed manacled Lieut. 
PIP R'S wrists with a thdn chain and lock (which were not taken off for  
12 hours) so tightly as to cause Lieut. 	severe pain. 

TRANSMITTED BY 	 . . 	  

• 
Insert serial number under which the case is registered in -the  files of the National Office of the accusing State. 

(29655) Wt.P.252,4 5,000 5,45 A.& E.W.Ltd. Gp.685 
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At PADULA, in July 1943, the first accused was making a night 
round of the camp. He entered a barrack room where Lieut. STiNENS 
and a number of other prisoners, including Lieut. STEPHEN 	and 
Lieut. A.N. PARWNS were sleapin6. For no apparent reason t:_e first 
accused pulled tho blanket away from ST,i;VENS and than struck hiM. 

In August 1943 the camp at PADULA was partially evacuated, a 
number or prisoners hid themselves away. Those who were retaken 
wore struck and as 	by the first accused. 

While prisoners were being transported by train from PADULA to 
BOLOGNA 12.18 August 1943, Lieut. SMPHEN PIPER R.N.V.R. decided to 
try and escape. Accordingly at a point some distance South of Rome, 
he jumped from the train when this was moving slowly. He was 
observed, and Indiscriminate shooting broke out. PIPER hid in a 
bush, but when tie saw that his discovery vas inevitable, he 
surrendered. Ue  was sat upon, kicked, and struck by the second 
accused and marched to the rear of the train. There, the first 
accused, who was in charge of the train, screaming with rage, had 
Lieut. PIP.:R laid in the peruanent way, and with an Italian guard 
sitting on Liaut. PINR/ S feet, Capt. GATT1 sat on Lieut. PIPER'S 
chest and beat him into unconsciousness. The first accused caused 
Mout. PIPER to be manacled with a thin chain and lock for a 
period of twelve hours from which Lisut. PIPER suffered severely. 
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liaTh'iliLD I,T3V:311; (171908), Litaitonc.nt, 	tlie iTelnh P.oaiincnt 	preount on the utronc;th of 21 1101ding llatte.3.ion Tho 17olob Roginont (DetP.cluziont)„ 
31a** /3 t 	, 	Oy.1j1: C.4  11711]-11 Orsth cm1 rny sin f ollcm 

I hv r; 03? veil with tho CIZT/rtaiRD and tho 	Ar47 for about n:,..not/: or yectro and 11GVO 110 t rp3rrit.11C31t hion.zo e..4drono 	thio creuntry but corrcaponacnee would alwazrn be 3.40:+n19.1.'dod to Ino Witait'ea-, oCt/11 tC.! tb '14idlar,0, 	nk: 	(Thuroh Stratton, 11:iropz.',Ilive. 

I WU& take31) Pr :In 01) ai.! 1n7:41<a) rtla I77 19/.2 tB,111;;;E in r,Ortll 	wi-ton cervins Trith the 1;3t Ilatt fair-10 Tho Woich 	ii I3irDiv:lc:ion. I w -  Isurioed thVOLIZI1 lie':10110 :??.,5.:sormr of Intr eager; c.nd earls('iiHb-s:Va Ar:oi.ea to I:.;n1;;.,  anei during zicr captivi.ty wat  •zwieonor 	ocvorol yrttoncr of' 1-::ye cansfia t ly 	et c-e 

.4 	 In existiet 1943 I 1713 a !:13::;13,1:1? 	13 	 :crff.r.;eneva of War 	‘,.1:■:tri b 0 	trcnel'orrofl from Olin,) 33, Patra., 	Provinrm, otithXte.1,y, to at:1;:ts: 19 i.21 301EagfA. 	';ale orrieerin ohar(e or the irsuin 	itn 	astpito)::: 

On 13th .11tvi :it 1943 at 	Irdryt. 	 Rx):13 f*: T4lq,u1.;67.•41:0; 11c,val Voluntecr RoocIn7a 	prftlion,t,:-7 	the 1.:rair,), zl.ele an attewrit to c while the tVr. 	Y,1111 "fp--3:3:1.2:1; i;13%11;71.1 	tUll!):0„ 	ho 	W1,13 	f)990/.1jUflt tunna), tri F -D/4' ' u att:1!..-;:vt had ben noz:rved.y on :EtTaixIn ,€.,ue.-ed. 	A cedmotion cmuod. 	.:vae {.77•O or thvoo 	may f' -.14 the crzca..iago rpc:i pox,  htd cr.!opod. 	The StIli,:no 1:oro ebouting at ohootinz  anthorcei that Pipov Itnecripttlre:,(1 after about fiftelen 	fU . 	I 11:s11rd Osxtti, v.hoao 	sow diutinetive chouti.u3 anft eeNleming with rtge. 	X rflthev-. si that Liout'mznt 	.6-171i; brou;:ht buck to tho trai-o 	4.:hc3 began to novo A Pre 	latar I hoard th3t on hifi 7.'eoapturo Capt;An Gatti rind the 
hld brutally aocnultod Lienten2nt Pie'. 	SOVoval i;:i..P1C,U :in the cm' 3o of ;to 6giy OW Ca.r•tain Gatti ruthing about tho °oz.-L.:41ov; of tho train, havinr, qt:;;;; o lotit control of hih-uelf. 	levied un order VIM; s.1.1 	unaet hityo thole toot- ramelied /A11 i=cle&l. over to the tpurda. 

!fo arrivcd at IM,01.11i_k avor a ). d,sya later rand titter I had boon thove c7.yout a 17063: :1 r3aVi Yi:./.1flatz)tcet 	 r000unted - 	rio what 13a6 takon he had trice:I to encapc i'rom the train. Fc paid. that ho 	tried t oncalo 
the train woo Ioving ctP.olac thirty nr;:lea an how: throilifh thy tunlini. 	Ito Ime bruicod by hi* ttIll rdhitd becn un0:1 0 to 	good 	°coupe. 
6 	to wus tCicz after acme 	 tho ,,,,z,,,rao:Intori, HoIgu.,1 thcil  taken bjoro Capttin Gatti. 	Licue - t Piprr to/a,me taut CLptlin (tti e:nd gunrdu had lvfato..n hire up uovorely. 

7 	Captain antti belonge,d to the. Italian army, not tho Carobinieri. 
tirat :314)V1 hi'n at P,I.D.IRA cnrly in July 194 rito rn he van axljutont ancl iat off o0r. 	ic htd a. vtry ht,e, reputation at PA17.1,:,:l zhavo 	fre;lituntly ram 
reohing about, wctreraoly a.noited and oxhibiting Islolt: or nol.c: ooratki01. 	Gatti han,f,ed party of priumura of 	at no::.:t-inv,‘ and t-'acn prom:0(1nd to orlvinarrottlilLro wan 11 .-prinon•;:r of war e?rp vi•11:!$ol: :E teliovo hu t00% ovor. 	HO ywa? agod botralon forty_r 5..vo and 	5  fiVO tout 3 It 3.72ohen in heizht, with bitle7r.„, 0:105e_oroppoel 	air; brool c:/ea. 	He had a iLfluarlah, rugged mid 	g'ixo3 vory rmar thy ak1n, and he -i:ct a 0 ;team- arta Von . 	nfra' Vali Crificwhat iraffil 	,,7! c! ho 	hu.nolled ahouldora czyi 	 generally Adovt#46 01;caimel,  

jorouehod 
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YIi THE mar o. 	WYE ILL-TaillTlENT OF 
PRIOOMIRS 	WAR AT l'ADULA AND  IN TIZ.-ii'; 
WIWI= PAJAMA ifl) BOLOGNA, ITALY aULT 
AND AUGUST 1943. 

....••• •••• ..... A. e.S, • ••• •.• • • •••• •••••••1••■■•■••■■• •••••• •••• • IS 

Dis71. 	Offic,1 C:.1m.,[3o Ito: 

United Eation5.1 War 	Cc:7.7,11cDion IzoTorence: 

APPYDAV 

17. 	 1N5:110W7 NEVILLE PAR20,.R.N.R., H.L.2. 
with :,:iilisnent. ha::e addresn et ti cmcm 11=ser, foor Road, OwanF:ce, 

mae Qath :!nd say :..r; 

1. vas ta7.ten :it)oner f.n tho gediterrmoan in Alaf;) 1942 =O. 
in due coroso vac tz'anzfor:'ed to a pviseacr of lar cam9 at 

IttAy whioh xaeacItod in April 19143. 

2. Mon" was on the staff of tho camp at Padula an italiaa 
o=eeyi, ovie Ga.ptrn GaM. I remember- one occasion in july 
1943 epfn Captain (211:::ti*7L malting a night round of the ox4p, 
onterzdtbe::cem hr 'C 	lieutenant Stevens, R.N.V.R. and a 
number of other y.'isenors vero olcoping. I sax Captain GattS. 
pull tho Wanketo (tray fror.. 2tevons and then for no apparent 
r.emon ntrike Nnd asf.,:ault14 

3. CaptcOm Gatt:;. had a *md reputation fog.' ill-trcating priscnors. 
In Augmt i943 Paalala Corp was evacuated. A !lumbar of prison,4,rs 
who had nedrJn themselves end waho :;erc re-tclzen v,e, according 
to renorts that mached i oars, vssaultad and struc% by Captain 
Gat(.0. 

11. 	On 12 AuEact t1.3 prisoners voro to :oz: on a train 
viov to procoodin f.von laaula to Bologm. Vie a1,1:fe 
Bolona abcut i6 August. 	On the 'clay, oorw clifs!;omoe 
Rona the folloTling incident occurred. 	I ',.gas ia a c.nr;:tacY: 
Licmtenant 3.B. Pipor, 	 7Ce both :lad decided 	t::ry 
csoa-oe if tho train slowed 	AccordilEly lama an oppol.tft;7 
pracente0 itself Piper' got out of the carrtago lindow and ran 
tho tl=ain. 	I also attexpt3d to got ovt of the vindow but I wc.s 
inter,:trAod by the gaard. Piper's escape 	ob3ervcd and a 
tromendoas commotion enoucd. Tho Italians began to shoot 
indicwiminately apd Piper lecidei to give himself up. 	sav3 him 
emerge froli. a bush with hie bands raicad. 3hortly aftox,, 
was beouaht into the carriew whore vas i nrI cue rero both 
ttandeaffed. 	4:ipel. van b:%11.i3ed and ble&iinr.; and it was cuito 
(Amu* that thpee injuriee htd not been caueed by hie fall from 
the 6rain. Piper and I vo::o then 'Left alone in tho carriage 
vith two guarv:W ard Piper 'Lad ne that on surrendering he haxi 
etMok by tao Carabiniori tflo had aod the:7.r rifles. He said 
til(4t Captain Gatti :rho was ::cTcy..ming with 1,age had also siairsck. 
and af=aulted him. Gatti :lad looked tht handouffa on :E.IporsG 
.4rist so tightly tr.at it afloat stopped tho circulation end he 
romainad in great pain for about twelve hours. 
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5. 	have recd the partioulare and deacription of Cac.in 
oGntainee in narapraph 7 of the affidavit datd 

A.u.u3t 1)45 of f,iovtenant Edward Leese of the Welch Revtly. 
;rnd I acre° try.' •1; those plrticularn and loseription 

exocp thatI taink that aatti vas € litUe eIlca%tcz 
5'Cl. 	N.)21; .fortarlzable featli 	Wan lin exty:mo:Ly 
ana cnr.,tx, tf_n4 voice. 	7  last eal him in Bolgna oar ,  

SWORN by tht svid lAeutcaant 
ANTHOEY =TUE PARSOM at 6 
SprAng Gardens Ln the City of 
,ieAtminetor tInt.a i8th 	or 
September 1945- 	 (60.) 	A.N. ParsoAs. 

.E.Aeforo :no r  

"..(2,..Z',11,(1: 

Captain I 	Aaff 
lita:t7 Depart): t Judgo 

.5011°cacto..t.z. Oonc;:val°  a O c ito, London. 
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/AVM JIG /W/42/0( ,81  

TR.G MATINY OF THE 11.04-TEKeT.O.EHT OP .il'dISONEI.0 OP 
wARAT PAPUA, ITALY ANTI TN TRatitiST BYTWElal 
yA1-1(11sa AHP BOIJCGHA, 	 Aba.0:i1' al) SEPIIIIIER 

	

Wm* a* ■•••••■•■•■ •••■• as■ 	•  

British Raticaal o1'f_10 	11A.'7 

United Eatione.War Climea c7emmission Referenee: 

" IDAVIT 

f, I4eutenant -.;TEPHEN 	RaIN.12, , 1I,.M S "KinE A:1,fred", with permlnenL 
hone eldreas /1-. 58 eyra:lur Walk, London. S.W-10, MAK& OATH ANV SAY 4F,  
i0M.WW:=;: 

I was taken prisoner. in 4:he Itediterreneen in. Albreary 194.7 and on 
tl)f.!il '943 I was taken to a pri.ymer cf war `ea mo at Padula 

2 	I have read the effidavit dated 18 September :945 of Lieutenant Antheny 
Hevfhlle :'arsons, H.N.R , and I agrle en.r:irely with paragraphs 2 and 3 thereof, 

On 12 AugwA 1943 iltaf the „alp at 2.'adula was eranuated and taker. by train 
to Bologna *here we arrived on or lbcut 16 August On the wa:; 	distance ::eath 
of itlae I decided 	attempt to es -ape from the' train, When this was moving at 
about fifteen miles an how- I jump :d 011- I was observed by the oierd who fixed° 
fammediately indisnrimAnate firing occurred up ani_deun the ;xain, 	I hid myself 
in a bush and &Aards frc4n lbe train and a patrol on the line began to lock for one , 
I remained hidden fc.: atoW twenty minutes until one of the petrol bogey, to pr el 
the hedge near to where I waz, I called out intending to give myself up The 
guar:1 fired throe shots at me whirr: misael, Thz others then came up and tent:. we 
abotit a quarter or a mile to within 200 yurds of where the train Vh13 standing. 
On the may there they struek me nontj.nuoualy with rifle butt;, and fist. 

Captain Gatti, who was in nharge ef the tr*in, wen standing on the embenlmen: 
firing his revolver into the air, When he Bar me he screamed with rage, I vaA lai 
or qiu permanent way end the guarin oat en my feet and Captain Gntti sat ea my 
chest and punched no ,.7,ontinuously Intil 11o;;'.: consciousness. My wrists had first 
been scoured, will a thin leak and Alain whioh G.e1+..ti tightened up as much 03 he 
eould, I was then revived, struck and kicked on to tht train, Oeptain Cfatti 
shortly efteraards said 1 was to be shot the next day. I suffered very eeverely 
bay reason of sly wrists being ihaincl so tightly, This chain remained on 	for 
twel7o hours, 

5 	I have read paragraph ? of the affidavit made on 31 August 1945 by LieuenAnt 
Edward Leese of The Welrie Regiment, and I agree that-  lis description of Captain 
Gatti therein iv uoeurate,. Getti had an extremely ).old penetrating .foi-T.0. lie 
left Bologna at the end of August cr early Septeiclbsr ;943. 	1 bali.wo that Brigadic-L- 
Mountain of the Indian n'my posseasos further particulars of Cap in Gat IA, 
SWORN by the above-nawd STEPHEN PP:',E.t 
at 6, ;,-1pring Gardens in the City of Westminster ) 
this twenty-sixth day of September !94.5 	 (STRPHK.N PIPER) 
LiF,FoRE 

(RATHORNENN) 
Major Legal Staff, 
Military Departmen', 

Offile of The Judge AdvJeate Gerwra:, 
Lonics4. 

Ala 
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• 	 PARTICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT 240.9 
 

Contained in the Affidavits of : 

Lieut. Edward LEaSE (Nu. 171969)  Tile Welch Regiment. 

Lieut. Anthony Neville PARsol 

Lieut. Stephen PiPE R.N.V.R. 

In his Affidavit, Lieut. LEESE speaks to the train journey from 
PADULA to BOLOGNA, Lieut. PIPER'S attempt to escape and the return 
of Lieut. PIP:.:R to the train, who had been assaulted. Lieut. LEESE 
states that Lieut. PIPER subsequently told him how he had been 
beaten up by the 1st and 2nd accused. Ho names and describes the 
first accused. 

In his Affidavit, Lieut. PARSONS describes how the first 
accused struck and assaulted a Lieut. STEVENS at PADULA for no 
reason, and states that he heard that re—captured prisoners had 
been beaten up by Capt. GATTI. He speaks to the journey by train 
from PADULA to BOLOGNA, Lieut. PIPER'S attempt to escape, how PIPER 
was subsequently brought into hi, carriage, bleeding, bruised and 
manacled so tightly as to cause acute pain, and states tnat he was 
t6ld by Lieut. PIPER that the first and second accused had beaten 
him, PIPER, up. Lieut. PARSONS confirms the description of the 
first accused given by Lieut. LEESE 

In his Affidavit Lieut. PIPER confirms the assault by tae first 
accused on Lieut. STEVENS, and the report that the first accused 
had beaten up re.ocaptured prisoners at PADULA. He describes the 
train journey from PADULA to BOLOGNA, his attempted escape and 
surrender, and his beating up at the hands of the first and second 
accused. He states he was kept tightly manacled by the first 
accused for 12 hours and suffered mucn pain thereby. He confirms 
Lieut. LEESE'S description of the first accued. 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 2410 
(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 

responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence; 
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

Tha offence was committed on the accused's own initiative. 
The evidence disclosed assaults by the first accused on tha 
prisoners of war at PADUiJA, and a particularly brutal assault . 
on Lieut. PIP ,0, during the journey from PADULA to BOLOGNA. Mere 
does not appear to be any possible defence to the a charges. 
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I. 	C;1.4. ItjAAA.e 

2 . LEACG1E 	LaCCAC-  at. LE Zi-1E 	LIPS1 

Date Submitted 	Decision of Committee I 



UNIT2,1) ILING1301.1 	CHARGES AGAINST 

CASE No.  Uks.—I/8 131•  * 
WAR CRIMINALS 

Against 1. 1,1;arly in August 1942. 

(For the Use of the Secretariat) 

`Registered Number. 241,Z 
Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

2 3 NCV 1545 

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

jor LLi:ACCIIL beat a prisoner of war with a heavy s tick 
becauglrga Laring a hat with a "V" sign marked on it. 

Private 	Cunningham was severely beaten up by Sorjeant-ajor 
IJACCII. after ho had escaped and .had been recaptured. There is a prima 
facie case that this took place on the orders or with the knowledge of 
the commandant. 

TRANSMITTED BY 

• 
Insert serial number under which the case is registered in the flies of the National Office of the accusing State. 

(09855) wt. 
P 25214 5,000 5 43 A.& E. W. Ltd. G p.655 

1. Commandant of TRIGTARHUNA Transit Camp, Tripoli 

in July and August 1942. 

2. Lil;ACCI (or LACCIii: or LEZLII!; or LIPSI) 

Serj  eant Major 

	 Unit unknown. On the Staff of TRIGTARHUNA 

Transit Camp. Tripoli in July and August 1942. 

Against 2. 20th July 1942 and early August 1942. 

TRIGTARHUNA Transit Camp, Tripoli. 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

No. xxix - Ill-treatment of prisoners of war. 

Breach of the laws and usages of war. 

Assault. 

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 



PARTICULARS OF ALLEGED CRIME 
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S 

Un ;'0th July 194`1 Oerje,Lnt—ulajor Lil:ACCI,L saw a British 
prisoner OL.  war wourin6 an Australian bush hat with a "V" sign ararkou 
on It in pencil. • He 1:!1, ) . iiatoly lost his temper am_ beat the 
prisoner on Lilo ho 	an i shouloors with a heavy stick until the 
stick broke. 

The same ni6ht tYvato R. CONliaidAiii escaped from the camp. He 
recaptured 10 days later and was taken before the Comma.ndant 

u!lo 	tc him in .:;n6lish. He etas then taken away aria severely 
heat:)n and knocke,1 about by Sarjeant—:Major LEACCI2.. and another 
unidentirted 	 The Commandant was not present 
when Private CLL...16AA_ was ill—treated, but he took a photo6raph 
of him i 	i.tritely afterwards in the presence of several senior 
it'd.' an of Ciooro wli in Private CUIL.ii■ GH.A.4 was still obviously in 
a distrossAl cond1LJoL. 	Since ho made no inquiries it appears. 
cloar that he know what had taken place. 



2414 

IN TH.E MATTO OP THE BEATING OF No.611.2439 Priveta R. CUNNEIGHAM, 3:11T1.5.;. 
PRISMER OF WAR AT TRIOTAMONA, TRIPOLI AT TINS END OP JULY 1542- 

BRITISH RATIONAL OFFICE CHARGE NO: 

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES OtZIKISSIM REITTReiCE : 

.AP:FID AxIT 

I, No.84.2438 Private RICHARD OUNNINGHW 8th Parachute Battalien etationer:. 
at Tilahead Camp, Saldasbury Plain, formerly Lan lo-Bombardier in 23:1 Fie ll 
Regiment, Royal Artillary, with permanent home elireas at 20, Mil Thorpe 
Sandal„ Yorkshire, make oath and say as follaws 

1. 	I was takanprisonor on 6th Juna 1542 du:'thg the, action at Enightsbaida 
when serving with 28th Viald Regiment, Royal Ardllary. I passed through a 
series of transit oampe and eventwatka was taken. to a tranait can located at 
Trigtarhuna just outside Tripoli. I arrived there about the midLe of atV.y 
1942. At this camp all the prieonars were under the =era and eupereiafaen .f 
an Italian serjeant-major whom, name I believe ea be LSAOCTI; or lacCIE or Je2I'E. 
I do riot know to what Italian unit thisserjeantemajor balonged. all the :talain 
peroonnel at this camp warn graded, elderly or unfit man. I eatieate this 
marjeant-major's age are between 50 and 60, he mai *lean shaven, about 5 feet 6 inohea is height, heavily built and must have let. a good physive in Lis yau - h, 
He wore hie badges of rank and laat war ribbons,. I could recogad:e him aeaine 

tin one ocoasion on or about 20th July 19e.e the Trimmers WOo 
queueing u  to draw thair food and one prisoner;. and Znglishman weree esme I 
do not know, was wearing an Australian hush hat with a 'V' sign marked in 
?moil on its The said serjeantamajor observed this, went into a furicua 
temper and beat the wearer of the ha'.; over the head and ehoulders yith a telay 
stick until the stick broke. 1 paw the primmer sink to his kneae and the 
above named Italian serjeant-major oaatinuing U.. heat him. 

3. The same night on which the above incidert occurred I eacapea from tea - 
oamp. I was recaptured about 10 days later and broaght back to Teigtarherre 
Camp. I was taken before the Caup Commandant, ana Italian captair whoa, reme 
I do not know. I know he was the Capp Commandant because he told. ma so. Ho 
spoke fluent bell& and he told me he had been eduoated at Oxford.. He we 
clean *haven, fair and aged about 30.35. Altheugh he was not a civilian. Le 
was wearing civilian clothes. He told mo I was a fool for eacaping but he 
did not say I was to receive punishment. However I am of the opinion teat 
what took place immediately afterwards occurred with hie sanction° 

4. On leaving the Camp Commandant I was taken out by the above named. 
Italian serjeantamajor and another Italian eerjeantamajor whose roma I do rot 
know and of when I cannot give aelescriptione They marched me into a call 
and ciosmienced to beat me up, haring removed my belt, boots and anything life 
which I could defend myself. They attacked me with their fists anA hit me 
in my facie ma body. 	I retaliated. 	They than left the call aid reburaod 
with an automatic pistol. The unnamed serjeantemajor held this wcapon agaenae 
me and the other Italian named serjeantamajor struck me all round my body fer 
10 /minutes or a quarter of an hour. 	I was prevented from protecting myself 

by the other Italian bolding the automatio pistol. 	I was knockee to the 
floor. A few ninutes later I was dragged outside and made to stare,. up. 	:t 

WWI quite obvioual was in a distressed oonditiono 	A photograph vas than 

/ ;akar' of 



2415 

a: 	cf r.o by tho ic(lows-Arlan:: 7'.1.0 Trar; 
Thc :0 zere 0130 	t 3 Dr selic? Italian of. 
C;ar.•.birle.ri co1,rt 	wl-: wct thT o.2f.l3or in ohar.g( 
a I) :11 -.ge sure 30 	wo 	C.2 Viiali• 	I ha-. 
OA slY* rocTp::tre 	Wei. thsre atel by the add 
bei'.q•c-  being ear.1.-, b9-01( 

c;c.1::,zo:'..; 	he 	 heL -311:: r:)out 5 feet 7.. 
dar:•- :, 	I would re:•.:)gr 1: 	gaiy) the 7,Elrp Oonitcan-il 
(3o2 .ae3.0 	Ircbod.- y• 	 br:a•■ Inc I 

tol.en 	 \ve :‘o 	It of ',.the 
pro •r,.-t„ 

wet.rj.ng  his 
Ono of -;030 \ -all a 

• of ths police pr)".-t 	IA 
been taken to 01. . o: c co 
lcr.oi of the Car, 7,  
do no know -•.:he 	Ii 
0 inc‘hael  clean ..airen 
nt but not the 
A tni before the 	14,•,.• • 
poyndi21c on: I. 	.•o 

50 	 Th's 	 (1,•••■•.ap 

eac : of Tripoli° 

6.In 4-128'-v-lt 	;yr: ; tai:„•-)11 
osaapeCt 	1.t::"...y 

I 	repatriated . b 

or 3 j' (.3 cur.,ide of Trii .1., : 
yt Loh I  b1ierr i looated. abet'.   

fr,m TrIgtarhnra Ca:17p to Italy I Z/ 
in. Sept-a-tor 	to 	crier. 
woh I y.aach -li or. 29,;h Jantnry 7914.,  

• 

$WOY N by t 	above 1=1.111 Jr.r.OLTA?i) 013117:TDIGH.0121 

at (3.1);:•irk; Ck;.rderr! in ±o Cetv.;::y of 

Lori .:.3n 	1,1th d 	o•:' June 1715. 

) 	etiN.TILNG 	, 

Bec re -co 

:),. 	 0 -p•tain;  
LeLal taf 

Off:: 3e of the Judge- Advocee Clcraral 

• 
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IN TAP; MATTT,R OF.  

Thn ill-treatment and neglect of British Prisoners of 
War and broaches of the Geneva Conventions 1929 in Jun,A 
July and August 1942 in North Africa generally at Trig 
Tuhuna in particular and the assault of a British 
prisoner of war at Trig Tuhuna in July 1942. 

AFFIDAVIT 

I, FO. 540979 Staff Sereeant Fitter CORN7LIUS SMITH, 107 11.11.A. 
attached to the Garrison, Royal Artillery, Corporation Oaks, 
Nottingham, and now residing at 89 Rossington Road, Nottingham, make 
Oath and say as follows :- 

1. I was captured at Gazala in North Africa on Pth June 1942 by 
German troops. After three days the Germans handed 1.14 over to the 
Italians, apologising for having to do so but explaining that, being 
Italian territory, they had to do thin. They took none of our 
personal belongings. we had no water for three days but the Germans 
had none either. 

2.  We were handed over to the Italians, who had a supply of water 
ready. They would not, however, hand any out until the prisoners 
offered their personal belongings, watches, rings etc. in excnange. 

we were -loved tc Tripoli, travelling daily some 200 miles by 
lorry and camping nightly in barbed-wire enclosures, except for ten 
days spent at Tarhuna. We arrived at the permanent carp at Trig 
Tuhuna outeide Tripoli. During our journey we were very overcrowded 
inthe lorries and the nightly camps were just bare ground surrounded 
by wire. We got one email tin of bully beef between two and one 
small loaf each per day. 

4. At Trig Tuhuna we were in a compound about !T, yards equare 
and were terribly overcrowded, as there were about aw of us. We had 
small Italian tents to sleep in in this compound and had to keep in 
these during darkness, as the guards used to fire ever the tents, 
though I cannot say how low. 

5. There were millions of flies, lice arid fleas. The only sanita. 
tion was slit trenches in the compound which our men dUg. There 
was a lot of dysentery [Among the prisoners. I never saw an Italian 
doctor there, but if a man reported sick I believe he Kot a 
dysentery tablet. The r: tench in the compound wee terrible. 

Wo were issued aster a time with ono blanket each, but not 
at first and we had only our desert clothin,e:. 

e. 	For food, we each of a nelall loaf and a half a day, and skilly, 
which was little but water, twice a day. Twice a weak there crag a 
small square of cold meat, and n the other days a small piece of 
cheese. 

7. 	The Italian guards were unfriendly and in particular a sergeant 
ma . -e whose name we understood to be Lipei (I am not eure of the 
clel...ing) .whom ye eaed to call Yr. Lipsi. Ho Broke fluent Ere7lioe, 
haillg lived in Rngland. 

Our carp uorgoant.nvjor , the senior British N.0.0., 
Sergeant-Major Priest, Royal Artillery, did nothing to help us, but 
he was well in with the Italians and often drank with tnem. 
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Sometime about the middle of July 1042, when we were 
for our evening skilly (the temperature being 138 in the 

shade), Lipoi noticed a young prisoner, whoop namo I do not know 
but who was, I think, from the 50th Northumbrian Division. This boy 
had .Vittled a sTral1. "V" out of wood and wail wearing it, on his cap. 
This V" 7as the 5a1e of the Fighting 5th. Lir9i shouted "I've 
found him! I've found him Sergeant-Major:" and followed this with 
eoarse expressions about Churchill; and, with a heavy knobby otick, 
he struck the boy on the back of the neck ao Lhat the stick broke. 
The boy went down. He was stripped nuked and thrown into the cells .  
of ne fort. 	The root of us had then to wait for our skilly until 
Lipsi had lectured. us at len::th. 

The camp Commandant, whose namo I do not know, lived at 
Tripoli and usually agent the lay there, coming to the camp at night. 
On this day he got back about 10 p.m. he ordered the boy to be given 
r: meal and had him sent back to the compound. I do not know if Li1si 
was punished at all but his 1 .)havlour did not improve. 

	

0, 	On another occaaion - I  do not remember the date - I was going 
up the slight sandy incline on which the camp stood for roll call. 
Being weak, I Was net going very fast. The guards, whose names I do 
not know, shouted at me to hurry and, as I did not go fast enough 
for their liking, they threw stones at me. 

10. On 1st August 1042 we left Tripoli for Italy and arrived at 
Naples on the 4th August. 

11. I do not know the name of the boat on which we sailed but she 
was u Scotch-built ship, built Der Italy, and the name was painted 
out. We were packed so tight in the hold that we could not all lie 
down at ones. we were 3 or 4 days on the journey and were not 
allowed out of the hold at all. The dysentery among the prisoners 
was so bad that there was a continual line for the form of latrine 
they had made at the side of the hold, which wan quite inadequate. 

We got food once a day, one and a half biscuits and half a tin 
of bully beef each. 

It was terribly hot in the hold and the conditione, with the 
heat, the crowding and the smell, were friOtful. 

SWORN at 14 Fletcher Gate,) 
in the City of Nottingham ) 
this 28th day of May 1945 ) 

Before me, 
L.C. OROCKFoRD. 

A Comminsioner for Datho. 

C. SMITH. 
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4, 	
PARTICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT 

	241! 

1. Affidavit of private R. CUilidWiiid who speaks to all the facts 

summarised above. 

2. Affidavit of St/Sgt./Fitter O. S.,,TH who speaks to the assault 
on the unnamed prisoner (para.7) 

Copies of these documents arj attached. 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 
	

2419 
(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 

responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence ; 
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

So far as concerns the ill-treatment of Private OUth,I1WHALI, 
Serjeant thajor Li!;11CCI.:; may claim that he was acting on the orders 
of the Commandant. Since such an order is clearly illegal it is 
submitted that such a defence cannot succeed. 

So far as concerns the assault on the unnamed prisoner, 
Surjeant Major LACCIL!; is clearly responsible for a brutal 
assault. 

It may be noted that :LiTH gives the name of the Sorjeant 
i.iajor as "Liii:d". iLnquiry is proceeding for his identification. 



96 VUK/ 111 7 3 

2420 

Date Submitted Decision of Committee I 

.9 JAN 
cittrr.rIrliCtro 

O 

(9.7661 P893/11 6000 6/46 M&C L14 510 



Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

Romano MARTaL0 • ember of Italian Fascist 
Black Brigade. 

.. • 

2. Rino FAGGIANI 
	

ft 	 to 	 to 

3. Luigi  BELLINI 
	ft 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

eth January  19460 	  
Near Casella Pressana,  Province of Verona,  Italy. 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

No.  i  •  aurder. 	  

Breach of the Laws and Usages of War. 

Murder. 

(1:0;. the l'se 	thc Secretari,i1 	• 

• R-egistered Num her. 
2421 

Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

IS45  2041/0(j4r/73. 

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 
UNIT,A) KINGDOM ....CHARGES AGAINST I T AL I AN \VAR CRIMINALS 

CASE No. UK■a/B 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

No. 6846387 Rifleman CHAPMAN C. 1st Battalion, K.R.R.C. was a 
primer of war at BONAVIGO in Italy. There he made the acquaintance 
of a middle aged woman of strong pro..allied sympathies named Maria 
ROSSINI. After the Armistice with Italy in September 1943 he made his 
way to iiaria ROSSINI'S house where he wi.s cared for and he then took a 
leading and vigorous part in Partisan activities against, the Uerman:i 

on 6th January 1945 he was murdered by the accused. 

TRANSMITTED BY 

*Insert serial number under which the case is registered in the files of the National Office of the accusing State. 

(2055) Wt.P 251: 4 3,000 5(45 A.& E.W.Ltd. Gp.685 
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On 6th January 1945 CHAPthAN was intercepted by the three 
accused on the highway near Caselle Pressana. All four were 
tidiha bicycles. CHAPMAN was ordered to halt and raise his hands 
which he did. The accused then surrounded CHAPthAN. MARTELL° stood 
in front of him, FAGGIANO on CHAPthANIS right and BELLINI on 
CHAPMAN'S left. FAGGIANO fired the first shot which penetrated 
CHAPMAN's right breast or right side of his head. MARTLLO 
fired the second shot which entered CHAPMAN'S stomach. The 
third shot was fired by MARTELL° into CHAPMAN'S left temple as he 
lay on the ground. BELLINI was present at least for the first two 
shots covering CHAPMAN with his rifle. 

• 
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STATE-ENT CF : - 
 ZUZI Angela)  
No.6 Via Chioggano, 
CrAesgna Veneta 
Verona. 

dhr saith, 

ec.6 Via Chiogganc, 
;'cl_gna'Veneta, 
Verona. 

29 Aug 45. 

Female. 
Aged 24 years. 

I am a Eedical Student and have studied at the University of 
FADOVA for the past six years. 	I was living at my present address during 
1944 and remember very well a certain Peter CHAPAIIN, an escaped British 
Prisoner of 	;.hc was living; in this locality. 

The photograph marked. "C" which was handed to you by any father 
in my presence)  is that of Peter CHAR IAN. 

I knew him very well because he took an active part in the partisan 
band organised. by my father and he often visited our house. 	The last time 
I.saw him alive was either the 2nd or 3rd January 45, and. at that time he 
was dressed in a civilian suit, grey overcoat and Irmin hate He had dark 
hair and a ginger coloured, beard. 

.bout 0700 hours on the 8th January, a Capt. CrilaDINICO and other 
members of the local Black Brigade came to cur house and. took me back to 
their Headquarters. 	I was kept there until 0900 hours -.:hen I was taken 
to the cemetery at CSSEIJa] .CRES4'1i40 in a truck. 	I had previously heard 
that Peter 	had been killed and fro.:1 the conversation I heard in the 
vehicle, I understood that it was him they iere speaking about. 

At the cemetery I was shown a dead boey dressed in civilian clothes 
which I immediately identified as that of Peter C11.11...ef. 	He was dressed 
as I had last seen him and still had the ginger beard. 

I did not carry out a proper examination cf the body but I did see 
that there was a bullet wound in the head. The bullet had. entered at the 
left temple and. come nut at the right temple, causing a large jagged wound. 
The left jaw bone appeared to be broken and both arms were outstretched. 
did. not see any ether wounds. 

Capt. GRADEUIGC questioned me about the identity of this man, but 
I denied that I kneaf he was English)  although I admitted I had previously 
treated him when he was sick. I told, the Captain that as he (CHAPhAN) spoke 
the local dialect)  I thought he was an Italian. 

I was then brought back to the Black Brigade Headquarters, and after 
having made a written statement was allowed to return home. 

In June 45, I was present at the CASSELLE PRESANO Cemetery when 
the body was exhumed. by a British Officer named •.:"HITFIELD and I recognised 
the body of Peter CHAPkLN. He was dressed in the same elothes as when I 
last saw him before burial. 

I have no hesitation in stating that the person killed by members 
of the Black Brigade cn the 6 January 45 and. subsequently buried at CASSELL1,1  
pRESAPO was the Englishman Peter CHAIWIL 

	

I have read. ever the above statement. 	It is true and correct. 
I herewith append my signature. 

	

(3s(]) 
	

:skit; ZORZ I • 

/ Statement 
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• 'Statement written do-.:n in Italian ane. signature ditnessed by 
Bdr. 	 Interpreter)  in the ?resence of CSh Edmondson and 
Syt Zalkory all of 78 Lection, 31F, at COLO:A, rn the 29th Lugust 1945. 

I certify that fhe above translation from Italian is true and 
correct and to the best of my ability. 

' Sgd) 	C 	II , 
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No. 81 Via 5 Case, 
Bonavi:ol  
Province of 7erona. 

29 Au:-. 45. 

STATEMENT OP:- 
ROSSINI Maria, 
No. 81 Vir 5 Case, 
Bonavico, 
Province of Verona. 

Who saith, 

I am a sini7le woman and have lived at my present address for 
the past twenty-thrae years. 

On tha 9 September 43, after the Armistice in Italy, a number 
of escorted Allied Prisoners of 7:ar came to live in this locality. At 
first, we took them food and civilian clothes out into the fields, and one 
of them whom I knew by the name of Peter CHAPMAN came to live at ry hone. 
I had some photographs taken of CHAPMAN, for his identity card, and the 
one you have to-day shown me marked 1Ct is of the same series. I remember 
them very well. We also had out photographs taken together. 

The first period he t.,.ent most of his time indoors as he was 
sick. On the 6 November 43, I, along with my brother and CHAPMAN were 
arrested by the Black Bricade and taken to LEGNAGO. I was released 
after three days, but my brother was detained for four and a half months. 

en the 13 November 43, CHAPMAN returned to cry home sayinz-: he 
had °seared from the train as he was being taken to GERMANY. 

From that time until Auf:ust 44, he stayed at my home and used 
to go about as a civilian. About this time things be,:an to get a bii 
dangerous and he went -way with the partisans, but returned frequently 
with other partisans on patrol. He vr.s very often armed and I have seen 
him distributing cash amongst the others. 

Sometime in October 44, a man named SARTORI, of another partisan 
group came to me and asked me to tell CHAPMAN not to 	out with partisan 
patrols, as they had received orders from some British Officer in VERONA 
to kill him if he continued. 	I told CITAIYiAN of this, but he only lauLthod 
and carried on as usual. 

The last time I saw CHAMAN alive was on the evening" of the 5 
January 45, and be was dressed in a brown suit, grey overcoat, grey hat 
and heavy boots. He' had not shaved for about a month and had a i;iner 
coloured beard. He was also in possession of a sports bicycle when I 
last saw him. 

On the 7 January 45, five members of the Black BriL;ade came to 
our house and asked if I was the fiancee of the Ekaishm_m. I replied 
that I knew an English ^_n but was not engaced. They informed me that 
CHAPMAN had been killed and I was arrested L- nd taken to COLOGNA VENETL. 
Later that day I was taken to the cemetery at CASELLE PRESSANA, where I 
saw the corpse of OEAEMAN, whom I reoojnised by his clothing. 

I was then detained in prison,  until released by the 4lied troops 

I cannot give any details of the murder of CHAPMAN. 

I have read over the above statement. It is true and correct. 
I herewith arend my signature. 

(S' d) ROSSINI Maria. 

/Statement 
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St^.torient written dorm in Itraim and sicmture witnessed 
by Bdr. GIULIO', 	Interpreter, in the presence of CM!: Edmondson 
and Sjt 	 Of 78 Section, SIB, ^_t )0ILIVIG0 on the 29th August 194.5. 

I certify that the 7.bove 	n from 	is true and 
correct 'And tc the best of 

(Sr_:(1) C. 	 Bdr. 
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STATZEUT OF 
CRESTON Antonio) 
Nei 80 Via Braggio, 
Caselle 
Province of Verona. 

Who saith, 

Eiega. 

30 Lug 45. 

Eale. 
Aged 16 years. 

I art an Agricultural 1.echanic and have resiece at the above 
address all rey life. 

;.bout 11.30 a.m. on the b Jan 45, I was walking alcng the road 
fret:. the d.irccticn of :NeGA towards the cross-roads at CASELLE. 	When I 
was about 150 metres from the CAaTIR cress-roads, I saw a cyclist, whom I 
later learned was known as Peter, about 100 metres away coming tuwards 
me on a bicycle. He was followed. by three members of the Black Brigade 
who were about 50 metres behind him, also riding bicycles. As they drew 
nearer, I heard one of the Black Brigade snout:- "Halt". Peter did not 
stop, so one of them fired a shot into the air. Peter then stopped, placed 
his feet on the ground. and raised his hands above his head, and was standing 
astride the bicycle with his back towards the members of the Black Brigade. 
:hen they reached. Peter, one stood in front of, and facing him, the other 
tao steed one on each side, also facing him. They all had their rifles 
pointing at Peter and the one on his right fired a shot whieh hit him in 
the head., near the right ear. This mans rifle was only about 30 centimetres 
awAy when he fixleds Teter never made any attempt to .strike them or rosist 
in any a ray. He (Peter) fell to the ground and each of the other two fired 
a shot at him whilst he was lying there. I was about ten metres away from 
the group vfillst this shooting was taking place. 	Ire.eDdiately after the 
fourth shot I ran into the house of FICRAVANTE Collate newAy. I had just 
reached this house when I fainted and I do net remember anything more. I 
did 'not see Peter again. 	I recognise the phrtograph marked "C" and shown 
to me, as that of Peter. I do not remember hew he was dressed at the time 
he 'was shot. 

I have had the above statement read over to me. It is true and 
correct. 	I hereezith append my signature. 

(Sgd) CRESTON Antonio. 

Statement written dcwn in Italian and signature witnessed by 
Bdr. GIULIANI, Interpreter, in the presence of 3jt :talker and. CSK Edmondson)  

all of 78 Section, SIB, at MIEGA on the 30th ,lugust 1945. 

I certify that the above translation from Italian is true an9 
correct and to the best of m- ability. 

(Ligd) 0.A. GIULIANI, Edr. 
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STATEiaisair 
FLCCHIN Tiberio 
Caselle Pressana 
Province of Verona. 

ehe saith, 

Sabbion di rolegna, 
Veneta. 

30 eug 45. 

Aged 36 years. 

six years. 
I 'em a farmer and have resided at the above address for the past 

..tout 1100 hours on the 6 January 45, I .:assaying some food at 
the above address when I heard a rifle shot come from the direction of the 
iIEGA-CA.V.IIE road. 	I ran to the door and saw a ran dressed in civilian 
clothes lying in the road and three men wearing the uniform of the Black 
Brigade standing over him with their rifles pointing in his direction. As 
I was standing at the door Ihcerd two more shots fired by the members of 
the Black .nrigade, but I could not say which of ther.fired or where the 
bullets hit the man on the ground. :Tior to the last two shots being firedl  
Ijust!had time to see that the man on the ground was moving slightly. 
Lbout twenty minutes later a  German eilitare.  car came along the road. and 
Stopped at the scene of the shoe tin; 	Two men who looked like German 
officers got out and talked with the :.e' seers of the Black Brigade for a few 
minutes and then drove on. No other shots in addition to the three I have 
already mentioned;. were fired. 

I estimate the distance betWeen the door where I had been standing 
and the scene of the shootin,; as about 100 metres and I had a clear view. 

I do not know anything ,:ore regarding the incident or the body, 
but I learned later that the man who had been shot was English. 

I have had the above statement road over to me. 	It is true and 
correct. 	I herewith append :fly mark. 

(Sgd) X ark of FJCCHIN TIBERIO. 

Statement written down in Italian, read over and mark witnessed 
by Bdr. GIULIANI, C.A., Interpreter, in the presence of Sjt Alker and 
0,S, Edmondson, all of 78 Section, SIB, at 0,:.BBION on the 30 Aug 45. 

I certify that the above translation from Italian is true and 
correct and to the best of may ability. 

(Sgd) C. t,. 	 Bar. 
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Coloena Veneta. 

30 Ailg 45. 
ST,TEL-ENT OF:- 

ROSSIGNOLI Ettore, 
lic.1j Caselle 12resaahal 	:_ged 4.1 years. 
Province of Verona. 

:ho saith, 

six years. I am a farmer and nave resided at the above address for tne past 

..rout 1100 hours on the 6 January, 45, I.was standing at the front 
door of Ey home when I saw a single bicycle being ridden by a man, from 1lEGA 
in the direction of C,SELLE. - 	the same time I saw three men riding bicycles 
from the opposite direction. They would be about 100 metres apart when I 
first saw them. '.:hen they were about two metres apart the single rider 
stopped and stood astride his bicyole. 	The other three men dismounted from 
their machines, teo of them pointed their rifles at the man astride the bicycle, 
who raised his hands above his head. I did not hear any orders being shouted. 
The third man began to search hie whilst the other two kept him covered. with 
their rifles. The two men with the rifles were standing in front and slightly 
to the right of the man who was being searched. I heard a rifle shot and 
the man astride the bicycle fell tc the ground. Prior to this shot being 
fired I did not see any blow struck, or any attempt at resistance by the man 
astride the bicycle. I was afraid and ran into the house and immediately 
afteraards heard two more shots. about twenty minutes later I heard the 
sound. of a motor car and saw through the window that it was being driven 
from the direction of C.:iSLLLi, towards ljEG,. 	I Jo not know whether it 
stopped or not, or anything ::loee about it. 	I coup not see the scene of the 
shooting from this window. 	scene of the: shooting would be about 100 
metres from the doorway in which I was stan6ine; when I saw it. There was 
no obstacle of any kind to interrupt my view. 

The man who was shot was wearins: a greycoloured overcoat and hat 
at the time. 	I cannot describe him or his clothing any further. 

I did not see anything :core of the occurrence or the body removed, 
but I learned about two weeks later that the man who had been shot was 
English. 

	

I have had the above statement read over to mu. 	It is true 
and correct. I herewith append my signature. 

(Sgd) ROSSIGNOLI ,t tore. 

Statement written corm in ILlian, read over and signature 
witnessed by Edr. GIULIANI, C.A., Inter7Dreter, in the presence of Sjt Walker 
and CSL Edmondson, all of 78 Section, SIB, at COLOGNL ITENET, on the 
30th August 1945. 

I certify that the above translation from Italian is true and correct 
and to the best of niy  ability. 

(Sgd) 	(_; • .1.1* 	 Bdr. 
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I have been cautioned that 	 not oblig,ed, to say anything 

unless I wish to do so, out wh;.tever I dc sr;,-  will be taicen down in 

writing and i:Lny be given in evidence. 

.,L  e1. 	-1.111 Ali 

I joined the ;11:.-i.c.ic ::rigade 	C( .,:m 	 thinK. it ?alas 

in ',Joveraber 1944. • I did.  duty in the icitcilen and 'Villa often actin;_ as 

sentry. 	I -was given an Itr.1i7:n 	 m-Aodel 33. 	I did maiky duties 

th 	 .0. and 	 ere friends of •aine. 

I re,1:,-:m..er in .Iantory IA.!), about 6tt: or 7til, I was in the 

orderly room 	 .„ 	 and some other soldiers. I 

:mew that a artisan iv f-med 	 , vho lived at 	 uas 	th the 

Commandant, Lieut. ,i;;Zialle Gas-pare, in his oP ice. 	The Commandant came 

out of his oi'fice, and told us to arm ourselves and get 'oicycles. 	I 

tooic my musicet and a bicycle, and about Si:" or seven of us with 

the Commandkat, 	 and 	 uent toward:- tile .villaze 

The Comandant said Lie. were locld.n:: for an 1V;lishmari.,'  who ids tall, had 

a fair beard and u-as ridinb a blue bicz,ble. 	 the C;L:_.3,tib'jjT 

told .,,m.m 'ftm;L:ik: and 1'_ _r -I.:11 to go along, -Lie road leading to C.6fC1:1-11. 	I 

'aited with the Qom ianciant. 	_..fter 	cuarter of an hour he told me to 

find 	 .11, and that it they brul not found the Englisnlan 

they were to come back. 	7i-dist at 	 the Com.andant told us that 

had told him about the 7nglishman. I went on my bicycle tcnards 

C..',1,13I11. 	I sal.: on the road :L.Id1;1:0 and.)..1.7, they .:ere standing by 

7,nglishu.an who -.7as holding his bicycle. 	The; .ere -)ointin-  their musiets 

at him. 	I sa:.; the Englishman raise his hands above his head, his bicycle 

-•-•as resting against him. 	I "(tent 	and pointed my ..tus.icet, at the 

Englishman. 	1::_T.!:VEILL' 	standing in front of t e Englishman, 

on his left, and I was_.on his right. 	I as about 10 or 11) m ietres away. 

I sro: :CI:TEL:U. searching the Englishman. 	 he 1-..-as searching him, the 

lInglishman strucx 	 vitil his right fist, and put his left hand in 

his left coat :;pocicet. 	...t that tide 	 7.i;I fired his musicet, the 

Englishman fell to the r:round, he was Lotukied in the body. 	- .11ilst on the 

ground he •toolc. r. pistol out of his let coat ..:ocicet. 	 then shot 

the Englishman, I tidal: he shot him in the head. 	The EnL11::_rim,-..n was'. 
then unconscious. • ,....Varirmad.i.  told 	 fetco the Comm iandant. 	I went 

to ail:II:31(.34 ...here 	sau- 	 and two milembers ox the :lath: 3rigade. 	They 

told me that the Cou.andant had -, • •11.e bacr to the Caserue. 	1 went there 

with them, and told the CC, %'1 ,vt 	happened. 	'.L:e said he would 

go there in a rilotor car. 	 -for; 	 a;.i it Las raining all the time 

and I"(rent home. 	I -.-lent bac:: M.; , 	 -L7AD or three hours later, 

where I saw 	 • 7. said t at toe :Inglisian was dead. 	 also 

said that the Englishman had twoistols. I do not 	uha.t happened 

to the Englishman's body. I heard nothing more about this. 

(Sgd) 

This statement has beer read over to me. 	I have had the 

opportunity to malce any alterations or additions where necessary. It is 

true and correct. 

:huigi 

State.:ent taicen dmrn, read over and signature -..itnessed by 

110.13000058 Sgt. 	 t 	 2  of::'icial inte.!..reter . 	 the 

presence of Captain '. 	 60 Lectio't, 	 at 209 .15. Camp on 

24.9.45. 

I certify that the above is a true translation to the best of my 
icnowledge and ability _of.' a statement .,, (1(-1 in Italian by 
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ST..."2:::;i 7EiT2 Or 	1-to .o.no , :ion of HUGO (corn 
at COTJ.Co-,- 	'go:2 

  

, 

states:- 

I have boon cautioned -thr.t I ao. not ,-.:oliged to say anything unless 
I Nish to clo so, but ,ohatever I soy will be taken 	in -.;.ritin; an.7. 
7..,,ny be given in evidence. 

(3,-.:d.) R. 

I am c. menber of the 22nC. 	Brigade 	,.-thich I jOil1C:i 
clout the end cf rcwevber 1944,os u. volunteer. 	1)T duties •:ere those 
cf ,?;ur.rding the brtr-orcks and wrest .n.: civilians, 	I *, - .7..f.3 at the barracks 
at COMM?... Vi PIET.ii: where a detocho.ent _7:f the Black 	were stationed. 
I slept at hoe eLch eveninf; exce,717 -.:hen on L:uord duties. 
information came throw)). fro:: the main Headquarters of the Black Brigade 
utT-_-;R017..o we arrested civilians en their authority, 	ado..o.yo handed them 
over to the Corroarky lieadejuartors o.t 	BOHIRoCIO, sixteen icilo.letres from 
OOLOGN.I. 

On 	very first :lay of beLn:: initiated into the Black Ei-igoo:le I 
was issued - j.th a nco-; Italian rifle; 6.5, 38 model. 	-;1.:1:4LI/TI is 
colleague of mine as 	was aloays -.7 neighbour and lived at 
MIIDIETTI about two hun'Ired yards from our 	house, but I cannot recollect 
the nixaber. BIILLINI-7,..lso .  joined the Black Brigade about the 20th of 
December 1944 and 1:;e freeuently 	(-!uty together and I remeoler on the 
first •:.ay of January 1945 .P.i.GLINO also joined the Bri:;arle. 

I re-aerber round about the 5th or 6th.January, 1945, parafie:'_ at the 
COMM. TEEM about 9 a.m. for duty and I ra.leober it was raining very harl., 
I met B=ILINI and F.i.GLZO there on e -.Axe standing in the, 	;Just inside 
the large doors of the - barracks when a '=artisan named..Y.:.RI1T was brought in. 
Apl.):?rently he was to be intervi.J1e0:1 by the Company Commander of the detach:oent 

CritSD,17,. He was to :en into his office and came out about fifteen 
minutes later accompanied. by the Ccr.imandirv; Officer, who r.??etwe. to be very 
excited_ He shouted "I want five of you i.:.. - ediately with bicycles". Two of 
us had bicycles an we 1.1anaged to borrow two !lore. 

then left the building, that is to say I';.GILTIO 	 another 
nember of the organisation, the ComolanCo_ris; officer ARDITO an the :artisan, 
we were all riding bicycles, \le took the road to SABBIOIT a village not far 
away and during the journey we learnt froo. the conversation ')etween the C.O. 
and the Partisan that we were f;:ok; to 7.oterce , t another 	 an 
En0f.ishman who 	him a bicycle. He had a ginger 	 waF, 
wear.ng a cap. 

then arrive:7_ in the square of 62J;;BION and the 0.0. 1.nforc-led us three, 
FIZIANO, BELLINI and .r7,,rself to continue alone;  the road and wait for the 
Lnglish Partisan who ;RS Cue to a.: ?ear nd we hc.O. 	to arrest 

The C.O. reraaineo_l. in the 'square with the other ..,artisan 7.1-1, the Egth 

111-inber of the 3ri4:;ade and we dent on. '.re then stop,:e., at the next crossroads 
and .oaited. 	few ainutes later we observed a cyclist no)?reachin: us 
coocin, along from the direction of the stuare. 	he 'i-ove near we recoLoisea 

froia the description we had been fAven. 

/ 
L./ • • • 
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ere 7. turn a the crossroads en:!. 	then advanced 

behind hie. 	 Li. 	 r '.ise his hands. 	 in Italien. 

He phused, turtle: hreen'h and st•. 	end then put -up his hands, but still 

re. :Lin ire: • astridec‘ the bicycle. 

• • I was then in a position 
left 	 c n 

to search-hi: 	:.t the t tiL.e: he 

I unbuttono:l. his ;jacket ana saw 

re shed for it, for IA: hied been 

very dant;orous. 

rirectly in frent 	 on 

eent ever to the Enelishean anfl bezen 

•...e3  covered •,ith a rifle held by Pet.l.I.L.1•TO. 

that he had e. revolver in a hole ter. 	I 

provi -usly warned that he ..e.e ••.reed and 

However he s-uessed 	intentions and struck at le 	th his left fist 

to the right st1e 	y head, at the same tiee snatchin for his revolver. 

Simultaneously I hehrd r.-..rport from the rifle of 	 sae-  that the 

prisoner had been shot in the rieht breast. Nevertheless he eas still full 

of fistht and took his revolver fro:- . out of its holder and pointed it at ey 

s tomach. 

Iha rd :.y rifle :dune over y shosiLler at the time and without taking 

it off I fired at hi., wounding him in the middle of the s toe.ach. This was 

too much for.hin and he colla-esed fhllinE to the ••ound. I then took the 

:revolver fro;:: his hand. 

This was the-  first time that we had done this and were at a loss 

what to do next. However BZUJINI said he would o back and ask the 

Corlpany Officer what they shoold do next. ',le tho4-it this the best th..nL-:; 

to do so off we went, 

D Ur 	his absence, 	.motor 0,7r carne alonj; the road and stopped 

about 100 yards away. Two Gereens ali,•7hted and .caele over to us. 	I think 

they were Gerean Officers for they had silver colourel, Lnsienas on their 

epaulettes. 	One of then spe::•.k .inz in Italian askedeehat had hap )ened and 

we toldthem. 

They viewed the erisoner and saw that he was still alive and _ovine; 

about. The Gorr.lan Officer at that tine, saw the "I]nelisheanI s revolver which 

I still had claseded in ely hen('.. He took it frog. r. e, inspected it and then 

Sr id "shoot the prisoner in the head" . I was afraid to Jo this and 

hesitate,., whereueon he repeated the order, this tine showine by !leans of 

actions that I was to shoot the prisoner in the head although :II had understood 

him fully the first time. 

However he was insistent so I stooped do'en, put the nuzzle of the 

revolver aisainst the ,left side of his temple (the erisonact s) and lulled the 

trlezer. The bullet cane out at the riedit side bf the base of the scull 

behind the head. 

The Germans then searched the body and I assistedthe search by 

lifting the arns etc. whilst they searched the -,ockets. . They recovered 

dae- eer, a wallet contairenz . five thousand lire, partisan leaflets an:, letters 

.in Italian. 	F.LC-Le;0 	then •erf.ere.:. to .;e1 and fetch a blanket to cover the 

body, .•Itich he cbte..inee. iron a house nearby. He returned and covered up the 

body. 

The GerLlans then left, leavin:; the property, taken from the be ,y, 

with ee, 	>tile ‘iaited, a while for BETIZ:1:1 who r::-La not return, however shortly 

after•hiele in response no .7.oube to aele,iia i s ahpeal, a horse drawn cart 

came on the scene hcco:epanied by five r.:erc'.oers of the Black Brie.:ade, who 

azfein searched the body and recovered a further revolver, a fountain pen, 

wristlet watch, ter ri.ris and sane German stenes. • 
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The body %;LS then taken to the Cemetery of CAS:LLE, and the hole of the pnoperty was handed over to Company Cormander of the Headquarters, at S. BONIF.,CIO, 	ITBERTO. 

I I returned. to the Barracks at 1.X) p.m an entinue 	duty.  .:LS 
finally arrested on the 28th ri1 1945 at my hone by the 7artisans an.7. then 
to 
 
hancledover to an Lierjc n Offier ;ho took e to the :rison at 

_Lys 

(Sgd.) R. ...Z.R.PLLO. 

This ste.teent has been read over to me. 	It is true and correct. 

(d.) R. ii0TELL. 

Statement taken and read 7:ver in It.1j .n by 02ficial Interpreter 2nd Lieutenant :...I3L0DIA Antonio 209 	Ca,-/p intthe prescence of 
Captain L. LISTER, .60 Section, SIB on the 4th June 1945. 

I certify that the cbove statement is a true translation of the original 
to the 'est of my knowled7,e and ability. 

later. 
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209 PRISONER OF 
C. .1% 

OF:- 	 OC1.: CI' 	ILO (Bor/: 1926) 
:31111,1] , 	 sr 	r,. 

- - 

I h:_ve been cauti)ne that I 	not oblige,: to say anythin„, 111:1C3 3 I wish to 	so, but_ ,thatever 	:lay -.jai be taken in -‘iritins an(' nay be ;riven in evidence. 

• 

I 	..-1:4-Seer of the Black Brix .le 	COLOG/1.1 1/:,NET.IL oin e-.1. it -;:n 1st or 2nd January, 1945. 	I too %.as issue'_. with an Italian Rifle, 

The statement : -.ade by :.:artello Romano has b:;en read :ver to 
by the official interpreter `ELODII, 	an I have nothing ::ore to 
add. It is true an: correct and I corroborate it in every detail. 

It is )erfectly true that I shot the English .,:artisan first. 
'Jo hajl been infor7.-led by the.:Com73any Co:::-.:under that he was arried an(:7• very 
dangerous anel. 'ehen I smi that he vias ull Iv; cut his revolVer I thoujlt 
it necessary to Shoot :rcune':.n;7 h:La in the breast. 

at ?resent when 1:artello fired a further two shots at the 
prisoner, an he fired the: second ,:ne because. the German Officer told Kt,: 
to. 

This is the first 	that I have ever sho ".; arwone. 	you can see I had been in the Black 	only three of four .:lays :hen this hay+)ened.. 

(Sgd.) 	FLJOCl/iNI 

correct. This statement has been read over to me. It is true and 

) 

State,zent taken and read over in Italian by Official Interpreter 
2nd Lieutenant 7-,I40D1/.. ,Intonio, 209 	CaLip in the lresence of 
Captain E. LISTER, 60 , ,,,ction, 311 on the 4th June ;945. 

I certify that the above state.tent is 	true translation of the ori:inal to the best of -.-17 knouled;.e an ability. 

(8,,--,d.) 	,:J.,CDLiL. 
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COP( 

BNGLL:11-1 CO. 	POST 
Italy. 

To:- 

G.O.C. Forces in It7.1y, 

Dear Sir, 

Please: treat the holders of this letter with the utmost 

respect. 	crisistini; of SiEnorina Geovanna Zorzi, mother 

and Father,. This fandlv has dnne valuable work in feeding and finding 

places )f security for British prisoners of 'Jar, Rt liberty in 

I an, Your obedient Servant, 

Rfn. PETER CHI PI 
6b46387 

Late of: 1st Batt. Kini;fs 
Royal Rifle Corps. 

Dr.te: 	13.12.1943. 

• / • • • 
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94.00 

The 1.1i1itary—Deptity, 
..Lavocate—General _1 	2,-)rces, 

6,- 37rini: Gardens, 
Coc!cs?ur Litreet, 

I, ILI-Crew Scott ...eston, as 	o the Casualties ( 2ris:)ner 
of ,:ar) Branch of the 	 have in :Dr records the fact that 
Ntr.ber 6846327 :lineman ::eter Chapman, 1st Battalion, The King's 
aoyal Rifle Corns yeas a -,-;risoner or -‘-tar in Italian hancls anJ. that 
he •:ec.s trc.nsferrec7. from Pris:)ner of -..ar 	1k2?ber 53 to. Prisoner 
of ..ar Camp Number 148 ,1-1 19th June;  1943. 	The :fain COTT of 
:,?riso -ler of .,far Cap 148 wr.s eased on Verona. 

(314-...ned) 

The 'Jar ;f:: ice, 
Casualties 
26th October , 9zi. 

4 
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PARTICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT 

2438 

1. Statements of Angela ZORZI and Maria ROSSINI who ,peak to 
CHAPMAN'S identity and participation in Partisan activities. 

2. Statements of Antonio CRLSTON, Tiberio FACCHIN and Ellore 
ROSSIGNULI who were all eye witnesses of the murder. 

3. Statements made by the three accused under caution in which they 
admit the killing. 

Copies of these documents are attachea. Originals with C. in C. 
C.M.F. 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 2439 
;(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 

responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence ; 
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

The accused may plead self defence and it is suggested that 
MARTgLLO fired the final shot in obedience to the order of a German 
Officer who arrived on the scene. The .,tatemente of the eye.' 
witnesses rebut each of these defences. 
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Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

1945 

■■■ 

TRANSMITTED BY .......
. ...................... .......... 

(For the Use of the Secretariat)  
i 

Y.*  Registered Number. 

P ,J 

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 
	UNITED KINGDOM CHARGES AGAINST 	ITALIAN 	WAR CRIMINALS 

CASE No. 	IIK..I/B 	91 * 

1. Captain Pasquale DOTA  

2. ColOnel NICOLETTI 
Achille_BONITA OLIVA 

	(Infantry) 	  

) Successive 
) Commandants 
) at the Camp. 

• ... 	• • 	................ 

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

4.. Captain Giov.anni...FERRART (Infantry.) .)..Adjutants...at 
5.... C.ount 	GETTZI 	 ) the Camp.  
8. Captain Luigi...SAGGESE, Ohief...Administration..Offloer. 
7.. Captain... 	CAMILLO 
8. Lieutenant..Giuseppe VINCOGUERRA 	) at the...Camn. 

.9. Guards-conosrned 	in assaults on. Prisoners, 	 

	

..... Names, ranks and. units.. at...present . unknown, 	 

t . 

) Medical 	Officert 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

During a period at present. undefined, .but at least. 
from April 1941 to. June 1943. 	  
At ()amp P.G.86 at Capua. 	  

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

No.xxix Ill..treatment of Prisoners of War. 

Breaches of the Geneva Convention 1929 (Prisoners 
of war) Articles 2,10,11,12,13,14,15,38,46,54 and 56), 

Under English Law 	sm. 	  
Assault. 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

During a period at present undefined but at least from 
April 1941 to June 1943 the Camp P.G.68 at Capua was conduoted 
in a manner contrary to the provisions of the Geneva Convention 
1929 relative to Prisoners of War. 

L 
: 4 

qn
serr serial number under which the case is registered in the flies of the National Office of the accusing State. 

A.& E.W.Ltd. Gp.685 
129665) Wt.P 2524 5,000 5145 

r 
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PARTICULARS OF ALLEGED CRI.1112, 

During the said period the said camp was conducted in an 
improper manner and in particular in that: 

1. Inadequate accommodation was provided as regards housing, 
heating, hygiene and sanitation. Food rations were inadequate 
and a proper water supply was not provided. There was over. 
crowding, and the camp was verminous. Medical attention and 
supplies and medical equipment Brigs etc. were totally 
inadequate and much illness was caused by the conditions of 
the camp and by neglect. (Articles 2, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14 
and 16.) 

2. Conditions of disciplinary imprisonment were contrary to 
Article 66, and excessive imprisonment was inflicted. (Article 
64). 

3. Constant assaults on the Prisoners took place, particularly 
by the Carabinieri. (Articles 2, 46 and 54). Chaining was 
also practised. 
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91. 

IN THR MATTRR OF : 

The ill-treatment of British prisonel's of war 
and breaches of the Geneva Conventions 1929 at 
Camp NO.AS at Capua during the period 10 days 
following the 20th April, 1941. 

AFFIDAVIT 

ARTHUR AMOS, No. 4683882, Sub-oonduotor, Royal Army 
Ordnance Corps, 161 Reconnaissance Regiment No.3 Crash Camp 
Hertford Bridge, Morpeth, Northumberland and with a permanent 
address at No.1 Station Hill, Didoot. 

1. I was taken prisoner of war at Mechili, North Africa on 
the 8th - April 1941: from there I was taken to Sabratha where I 
stayed 10 days: then to Camp No .66 at Capua where I stayed for 
10 days from about the 20th April, 1941 onwards then to Camp 78 
at Sulmona where I stayed from the 15th May 1941 to the 8th 
September 1943 - the Armistice - when I escaped to the 
mountains but was later re-captured by the Germans and taken 
to Germany. 

2. During the time that I was a prisoner of war at Camp No.66 
at Capua, namely for about 10 days following the 20th April, 
1941 the conditions were as follows:- We were the first 
prisoners of war in the said camp and the place was then in no 
sense fit for a camp at all. It was just a field and there 
were two stone buildings which were used as cook-houses and 
built latrines and ablution sheds. prisoners of war had to 
sleep in small tents made by buttoning Italian ground sheets 
together, twenty in a small tent. This provided no protection 
against bad weather and it rained constantly. The place 
became an absolute quagmire. The situation had been chosen 
with complete disregard to conditions. The camp was at the 
foot of mountains and after rain under ground streams under-
mined in the places the ground on which we were camped and 
caused great fissures suddenly to develop . one was at least 
16 feet deep. 

SWORN at Reading in the County) 
of Berka this 18th day of 	) 	ARTHUR AMOS. 
August 1945 

Before me, 

WILLIAM 0. WEST. 
A Commissioner for Oaths.. 
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IN THE MATTER OF : 
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The ill.treatment of British prisoners of war and breaches 
of the Geneva Conventions, 1929, at Camp NO.SP at Capua 
during the periods: five weeks from the end of June to 
about the -end of July 1941, and four weeks during November-
December 1941. 

AFFIDAVIT 

I ALFRED EDWARD DEADMAN, Petty Officer, i'JX.129097, at 
present at H.M.S. "Cavalier", 0/o G.P.O. London, and with a 
permanent address at 14 Lonedale Avenue, Cosham, Portsmouth, 
Hants, make Oath and say as follows :- 

1. I was a Leading Seaman on board H.M.S. "Hereward", when she 
was sunk off the Island of Crete on the 29th .May 1941. I was 
taken prisoner, and was taken to the Island of Rhodes. 

I was at Rhodes for three weeks from the end of May L  1941, 
until about the 21st June 1941. From Rhodes I went via Bari to 
camp No.RA at Oapua, Italy. 

2. I was at the sail camp at Capua for five weeks, from about 
the end of June to the end of July, 1941, and again for four 
weeks during November-December 1941. I spent four months at a 
gamp at Boltano, at the southern end of the Brenner Pass, from 
'J uly until November, 1941. 

The lemlitions at the said camp at Capua during the periods 
when I was there were as follows :- 

As regards accommodation, we were provided with tents, 
which remold and defective in bad weather, and they often blew 
down. They were in a verminous condition from lice. 

As regards sanitary conditions p holes in the ground were 
provided to a kind of open concrete cesspool, meant to run into 
the River Volturno, but in fact there was no flushing. 

As regards disease, a lot of the troops already there had 
dysentery. The men in my party did not develop it during the 
short periods when I was there. 

As regards medical attention, there was no Italian 
medical officer. All we had was a Britirih sergeant who did what 
he could with such medical supplies as our men had. No medical 
equipment or supplis were made by the Italians. 

While I was at the said Camp during November-Decemlmr 1941, 
the winter weather accentuated the bad conditions there. The 
tents were quite inadequate in wet weather. 

I do not know the names, ranks or units of any of the 
Italian command during the periods when I was in the said Camp. 

SWORN at South Shields in the) 
County of Durham this 29th ) 	ALFRED EDWARD DEADMAN. 
day of August 1945 

Before me, 
W.M. PATTERSON. 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 
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IN THE MATTER OF :- 

The ill-treatment of British prisoners of war and 
breaohoe of the Geneva Conventions 1929 at Camp 
No. #16 at Capua at about November 1941. 

AFFIDAVIT 

ERNEST MRTON BO7NRS, No. P/JX 148605 Able Seaman, and a 
survivor from H.M.S. "Hereward" in May 1941, at present at Senior 
/nepeotors De Gareeing (S.I.D.G.), H.M.S. "Eaglet", Liverpool , and 
with permanent address 9 Cavendish Road, Chorlton, Manchester, 
Lanes., make Oath and say as follows :- 

1. On 20th May 1941 I was captured when H.M.S. "Hereward" went 
down, was taken to Rhode Island aid, being injured and a casualty, 
was kept in hospital there for about three weeks andr eiceived 
reasonable treatment. 

2. On or about the 24th June 1941, I was landed at Bari, Italy, 
and was then sent on to Camp No. PP at Capua. Theme I was sent 
to Caserta Hospital nearby and was there for about four months 
until the end of October 1941 when I was sent to Camp No. OP at 
aapua and kept there for about three weeks. 

The conditions at this Camp during the period in question 
were as follows :- 

The accommodation was very bad indeed; the only cover we had 
was tents, most of which were so worn and torn that they afforded 
no protection in bad weather. In wet weather there were inches 
of mud and no proper beds. 

The water supply was very short. 

The medical arrangements were quite inadequate. The Italian 
medical authorities made no proper inspections and it appeared 
that they had little or no medical equipment or supplies. No 
clothing was issued although the weather was becoming very cold. 

SWORN at Liverpool in the ) 
County of Lancaster this 	E.M. BOW7,R.;. 
3rd day of May 1945 

Before me, 
WILLIAM L. 3ATESON. 

A Commtseioner for Oaths. 
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IN THE MATTER OF :- 

The ill-treatment of British 
prisoners of war and breaches 
of the Geneva Conventions 1020 
at Camp No.88 at Capua at about 
November 1941 

AFFIDAVIT 

- of . 

Able Seaman ERNEST MERTON BOWERS. 

THE TREASURY SnL/O/TOR. 



IN THE MATTER OF : 
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The 111-treatment of prisoners of war and breaches of 
the Geneva Conventions, 1929 at Camp No.88 Oapua from 
the latter part of September to the Middle of December 
1941 

AFFIDAVIT 

I, No. 
attached No 
with a home 
Coatbridge,  

2937953 Private THOMAS HENDERSON, Pioneer Corps, 
.10 A.F.V. Depot, R.A.0.0., Georgetown, Renfrewshire 
address at No.11 Sweethill Terrace Carnbroe, 
Lanarkshire, make Oath and say as follows :- 

1. I was captured and taken prisoner of war at "Hellfire Pass" 
on 15th June 1941. After spending some time at Croma arm 
Benghazi, I was taken to Tarhuna, which I reached about the 
be 	of August 1941. I remained there about six weeks and 
was then sent to Taranto by.hoapital ship via Tripoli. On 
arrival, I was sent to Camp No.88 at Capua, from which, after 
about three months, I was transferred to Camp No.52 Genoa. 

2. The other ranks' compound at Oapua contained about 3000 
prisoners of war, who wore accommodated intents consisting of 
Italian groundsheets sewn together. There were 10 men to a tent 
and single-tier-beds were in issue. Each man was supplied with 
a straw mattress and three blankets. Out living quarters were 
verminous and we were plagued with flies and mosquitoes. No 
effective counter measures were taken by the Italian authorities. 

3. Most of us were dressed in khaki drill and few, if any, had 
greatcoats. Some clothing was issued by the Italian authorities 
but none was received through the Red Oross. 

4. The sanitary arrangements consisted of holes in the ground, 
which were not water-flushed, and the washing arrangements were 
provided by a pipe with holes punched in it which was sufficient 
for about 25 men to wash at a time. The water was turned on for 
about half an hour in the Morning and for %bout the same time at 
night. To begin with we had showers every other day and latterly 
once a week. 

6. The food was much the same as at other Italian prisoner of 
war camps. The day we arrived we received a Red Cross parcel 
each and thereafter a parcel a week to be divided between 7 men. 

8. Malaria, dysentery and skin diseases were rife and the 
Italian medical authorities gave us two tablets of uniform 
content, whatever our ailment. Serious cases of illness were 
sent to Caserta Hospital. 

7. I can recall no specific acts of violence of note committed 
against prisoners of war whilst I was at Camp No.88. 

SWORN by the said THOMAS HENDERSON) 
at Paisley in the County of Renfrew) 	THOMAS HENDERSON 
this Fourteenth day of June 194 5 ) 

Before me, 
THOMAS HUNTER 

Notary Public. 
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IN THE MATTER OF :- 

The ill-treatment of prisoners 
of war and breaches of the Geneva 
Conventions, 1929, at Camp No.66 
Capua from the latter part of 
September to the middle of 
December 1941 

AFFIDAVIT 

- of - 

Pte. T. HENDERSON. 

THE TRPASURY SOLICITOR. 
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IN THE MATTER OF :- 

The ill-treatment of British prisoners of war and 
breaches of the Geneva Conventions 1929 at Camp No.88 
at'Oapus during the period between the 18th September 
and 5th October 1941 and during a further week in 
December 1941. 

AFFIDAVIT 

I, GLYN ERNEST SELLS, Stoker Petty Officer, PKX 97055, at 
present at No.8 Mess, H.M.S. ',Dolphin", Gosport, Hants, with a 
permanent address "Glyncris", Village Road, Alverstoke, Gosport, 
make Oath and say as follows :- 

	

1. 	I was a stoker on board the submarine H.M.S. "Cachalot" when 
sho was captured off Benghazi, Libya, on 30th July 1941. I was 
taken prisoner to Benghazi. From there I went to Tahuna, Tripoli, 
and thence was shipped to Italy, arriving at Camp No.86 at Capua 
about 18th September, 1941. 

I was kept at the said Camp at clIala  from about 18th September 
to 5th October 1941; then sent to Caserta Hospital nearby for about 
two months, returning to Capua in December 1941 and stayed a 
further week there. 

The accommodation at this Oamp was very bad. We were treated 
more like animals than human beings. We were under tents, most of 
whioh were ripped and afforded no protection in bad weather. There. 
were inches of mud and no proper beds. Hardly any water supply. 

There was no proper medical attention. I was very ill on 
arrival. I had bad sores and great pain in the rectum. The 
medical officers did not examine me. I was given some ointment 
whioh had no effect. For a fortnight one of our medical officers 
made strong and persistent reuesentatione to the Italian 
commandant and I was sent to vaserta hospital. 

	

3. 	I reached Caserta Hospital on the 5th October 1941 and was 
kept there two months. My treatment there is the subject of a 
separate affidavit. I left the said Hospital in December 1941, 
went back to Camp No.66 at Oapua for one week and then was sent 
on to Camp No.52 at Chiavari. 

SWORN at Portsmouth in the) 
County of Pants this 31st 	G.E. SELLS. 
day of May 1945 

Bafore me, 
GUY P. BOULTON. 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 
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IN THE MATTER OF :- 

The ill-treatment of British 
prisoners of war and breaches of 
the Geneva Conventions 1229 at 
Camp No.A8 at Capua during the 
period between the 18th September 
and 5th October 1241 and durinF; a 
further week in December 1941 

AFFIDAVIT 

- of - 

GLYN ERNEST SELLS, Stoker 
Petty Officer. 

THE TREASURY SOLICITOR. 
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The ill-treatment of British prisoners of war and 
breaches of the Genova Conventione 1229 at Camp 
No.011 at Capua during the period from the 19th 
September to the end of November 1041 

AFFIDAVIT 

I, G70RG7 	Chief Petty Officer, C/J.10A170 at preu€nt at 
H.]. "Royal Katherine", and with a permanent address at 111 
Porton Road, Gosport, Pants, 'lake Oath and say as follows :- 

1. 	I wan Chief Petty officer on tho submarine 	"Cachalot" 
when she was captured off Benghazi, Libya, on 30th July 1941. I wan 
taken in success on to Benghazi and Tahuna, Tripoli, and eventually 
to Camp yo.P6 at Capua, Italy, arriving there about mid- eptember 
1941. 

4- • I was kept at Camp Nools at Capua from about mid-September 1941 
until the last week of November 1241. TI e conditions at this Camp 
during that period wore very bad indeed. 

The accommodation was tents, most of which were no torn that 
they did not keep rain out; they wore practically worn out; their 
size was about 1q feet by about 19 feet and 1R prisoners were 
crowded into each. T: ire were inches of mud in these tents and no 
proper beds. 

As to clothing, none was issued and it became so cold that we 
had to fall in with 	blanket round us. 

The water supply was very deficient; there was no soap for the 
fi:'et two months during which I was there; I only had three baths 
during my stay of about 2* months. 

The medical arrangements were terribly neglected. There was 
ono smell room to which one could report sick; but no proper inspec-
tion or equipment or supplies. At a low estimate 25% of the 
prisoners had dysentery and desert sores. The sole treatment for 
the former was water in which rice had been boiled; for the latter, 
nothing. 

I knew Stoker P/O.G.71. Sells, P.F.X.B7055 well: ho was a ihip-
mate of mine on H.M.3. "Cachalot". Ho came to the said Camr at 
Capua at the same time as I lid rt,1he wan very ill from then on 

until he wont to rmserta Hospital early in October 1941. Ile had 
very bad sores and complained of extre7ne pain in the rectum but he 
received no proper attention or treatment and his case became no 
bad that, after repeated pressure from our medical officers, he was 
sent at last to Caserta Hospital. 

About the end of November 1(141, I was sent on to Camp No.F:2 at 
Chiavari where I remained until - larch 1943 when / was repatriated. 

ST'RN at sengwarden in tho Country) 
of Gernany this lAth day of June ) 	G7ORGE LANIDT 

1'45  

Before me, 
B.F. solir7r)r. 

Commander Royal Navy, 
A Commiesioner for Oaths. 
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IN THE MATTER OF 

The ill.traatment of British 
prisoners of war and broaches. 
of the Geneva Conventions 1929 
at Camp No.68 at Capua during 
the period from the 18th 
September to the end of lovember 
1941 

AFFIDAVIT 

. of 

C.P.O. GEORGE LANHAU 

THE TREASURY SOLICITOR. 
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IN THE MATTER OF: 
The ill-treatment of British prisoners of war and breaches 
of the Geneva Convention lo29 at Camp No.66 at Oapua during the 
period about the Rth September 1q41 until the first week of 
December 1241. 

AFFIDAVIT 

I, ALAN DENIS JOHN BAGNALL, No. E.X.2031, Marine, at present at 
Ko7a1 Marines o/o G.P.O. Box 1, Southend-on-Sea, Esaex, and with a 
permanent address at Pingle Della  Pingle Lane, Hammerwich, new,  
Liehfield, Staffordshire, make Oath and say as follows :- 

1. At the beginning of June 1941, le scaped from Crete, landed from 
a row boat on the North African coact near Gambut and on the 4th June 
was taken prisoner near Gambut. I was kept prisoner of war for 5 days 
at Fort Acroma: for 2 T.ontha at Derna: for about 14 days at Benghazi: 
and for about 14 days at. Tarhuna and was then sent to Camp No.66 at 
Capua, Italy. 

2. / was at Camp No.66 at Oapua from about the Sth September 1941 
until about the first week of December 1941. During the said period 
at the said Camp, th9 conditions were as followe :■ 

A9 to accommodation, we were provided with tents made of ground-
ehneto buttoned together. They were very old and defective and useless 
in bad weather and in addition were verminous. 

A0 regards sanitary arrangements, they were merely holen in the 
ground with a concretr. edging and no flushing. 

As to food, the ration at this time was 400 grammee of bread and 
about a pint of macaroni or rice skilly per day: a small ration of 
cheese twice a week and a small ration of meat about every other day 
and occasionally some fruit. This ration, however, deteriorated very 
rapidly. By the end of November, we did not get the ration which was 
preso7eibed. 

There was much disease in the Camp: deeentery was extremely rife. 
As reg7arda medical arrangements, I believe our siok were sent to 

a but Just outside the Camp but I cannot say what attention the 
Italian medical officers gave them. There were no British medical 
officers at the time so far as I know. 

There were . j roads or pathway laid throughout the camp, and in 
wet weather we were ankle deep in mud. 

3. At the end of September or early October 1941, two men attempted 
to escape from the said camp, viz: 

Mumford, a telegraphist from the Submarine "Cachalot" 
He waa repatriated at the same time as myself 
Harold, A., I believe a stoker from the "Cachalot". He was 
repatriated at the some time as myself and the said Mumford. 
These two men made their attempt at night; I did not see it 

myself. 
Next day I heard, I cannot say from whom, but it was general 

Camp talk, that the said two men had attempted an escape. By that 
time Mumford was already back in the Camp and a roll call was held. 
The Italian authorities did not discover that the said Harold was 
still away because we "oovered him", i.e. a man answered twice. The 
said Harold was recaptured some 4 or 5 days' later. I heard that both 
were put under arrest in a small hut. Later on, aftsr I had reaohed 
Camp No.52, Chiavari, I naw and spoke to both the said Mumford and the 
said Harold. They told me that they had been confined together in a 
hut: they did not say for how long: the oonditiora in the but were 
that there was no sanitation, they had to lie on straw, and under 
terrible verminous conditions. 

SWORN at Liehfield in the ) 
County oftafford this 	) 	ALAN DENIS JOHN BAGNALL. 

23rd day of August 1945 	) 

Before me, 
E'. W. HADEN. A Commissioner for Oaths.. 
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IN THE MATTER OF :. 

The ill-treatment of prisoners of war and breaches 
of the Geneva Conventions, 1929, at a P.G. Camp at 
Capua (later Numbered 66) from September to December 
1941. 

I, No. 7913891 Lance-Corporal ARNOID ADOLPH LAZARUS, "C" 
Squadron, 1 S. & T. Regiment R.A.C. Tilgate, near Crawley, 
Sussex, with a home address at 30 Redbourne Avenue, Finchley, 
N.3. make oath and say as follows :- 

1. I was captured at Fort Capuzzo (South of "Hell Fire" Pass) 
on 15th June 1941. I reached Italy by the Tripoli.•Tgranto route 
on 3rd September 1941 and the P.G. Camp at Capua the following 
day. With a break of about a fortnight at Caserta Hospital, I 
remained there till 4th December 1941 when I was transferred to 
a P.G. Camp (later Numbered 52) at Chiavari. 

2. The camp at Capua was very overcrowded: we slept in tents 
(which were something between bell-tents and small marquees), 
18 to 20 men to a tent. Lost of us had bed-boards to sleep en 
and some had palliasses. The Camp was infested with lice and 
fleas.. 

3. The sanitary arrangements were holes in the ground and the 
shortage of water was acute. Once it was turned off for the best 
part of a week, during which time small quantities of water for 
drinking purposes only could be obtained at the cookhouse. 

4. Once, Red Cross parcels were withheld as a collective 
punishment, but after the Camp Leader (sub..conductor Van Winsum 
R.A.O.C.) had seen the Camp Commandant, the officer who ordered 
this punishment was I believe, reprimanded and sent away from 
the Camp. 

b. 	For some time we had no soap issue. After a General had 
visited the Camp and heard our complaints, a Court of Inquiry 
was held. I believe this established that an Italian Quarter.. 
master had been racketeering in our soap. At any rate, it was 
found that the soap had arrived at the Camp for distribution. 
Thereafter, we had our soap ration. 

6. The food rations were adequate: in fact, prisoners of war 
working in the cookhouse used, sometimes, to bury surplus food 
rather than account for it and have the rations reduced. We had 
Red Cross parcels, usually, at the rate of one per man per week. 

7. Dysentery, yellow jaundice and desert sores were common 
complaints at this camp while I was there. 

SWORN at 
of york 
1945 

Richmond in the County ) 
this 23rd day of August ) A.A. LAZARUS 

Before me, 
e.c. HODGSON 
A Commissioner for Oaths. 
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IN THE MATTER OF : 

The ill-treatment of prisoners of war a nd breaches 
of the Geneva Convertionsr  1929, at a rrisonere of 
war camp (Aftorwardo 1lo.66) to. Capua durine the 
period from Septem'ear to December 1241. 

AFFIDAVIT 

I, D/J.110951 Chief Potty Offioer LEONARD CHARLES H001.017 0.?.  • 
H.M.S. ELFIN, Blyth, Northumberland, with a home addrose at 
38 Richland aoad j  Liverpool 13, make Oath and say as follows 

1. I was captured in the Gulf of Sirte on 31st July 1941. On 
the 4th September I left Terhuna on bo&rd the rOceaniaw for 
Taranto. On arrival, I wr,►e taken to a Prisoners of War Camp 
(then unnumbered, but later, I believe,. numbered 66) at 
Capua where 1 remained till I was transferred to Camp No.52, 
Ohiavari, at which I arrived on the 4th December, 1941. 

2. The worst feature of the Camp at Capua was, to my mind, the 
lack of proper washing facilities. There were troughs, but no 
adequate water supply and no soap. The sanitary arrangements also 
suffered by reason of the inadequate water supply. 

7. 	We slept, twenty to a tent, in tents which kept coming down 
and letting tho rain in. Each man was supposed to sleep on 
wooden slats; but there was not enough room for 20 bed-boards 
in one tent and some had to sleep on the ground. 

4. I and R.S.M. Barker (Indian Army) were joint compound 
leaders and we complained to the Camp Commandant of the poor 
water supply. A General visited the Camp and when he inquired 
as to the reason for the shortage of water he was told that the 
supply system from the Town had broken down. However the 
position improved after his visit and one could have bathe in 
the Camp from about a week before I left. 

5. Desert sores were a common ailment at this Camp. 

SWORN at 15 Harley,• Street Blyth 
in the County of Northumerland 

	
L40. HOOTON. 

this 31st day of July 1945 

Before me, 
J.L. YABIOOD. 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 
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IN THE MATTER OF 	
2456 

The ill-treatment of British prisoners of War 
and breaches of the Geneva Conventions, 1929)  
at Camp No. SP at Capua during the period 
September to December 1941. 

I, Leading Stoker WALTER HENRY JOHN BINDON, No. 0/KX 97290 
Royal Navy, at present in Royal Naval Auxiliary Hospital, Barrow 
Gurney, Bristol, and with a permanent address at No. 9 Laburnam 
Grove, Canvey Island, Essex, make Oath and say as follows :- 

1. In July 1941 I was one of the crew of H.M. Submarine 
Gaohalot. The submarine was rammed by an Italian destroyer in the 
Gulf of Sirte on the 29th or 30th July 1941 and, with all but one 
of the crew, I was picked up by the destroyer, which was the Bene 
Apapa, and taken to Benghazi. We were treated very well on the 
destroyer. 

2.  We spent 2 - 3 weeks at Benghazi, about the same time at 
Tarhuna, and then, with one day at Tripoli, we were taken by sea 
to Taranto; from there we wont to a transit camp at Capua, which 
was later a permanent prisoner of war camp, No. 88. We arrivoq 
there about September 4th 1941 and I was there until about 
December 4th 1941, when I went to Chiavari. 

3. The conditions were pretty poor. We were in tents Which 
seemed to be made of groundsheets or similar material. When we 
were picked up we were mostly naked and at Benghazi we had been 
given ersatz jerseys, long underpants which we had out down and 
boots some of which were pretty old. This is what we had when 
we got to Capua and there we were issued each with a shirt. Just 
before we left we got a jacket and trousers and puttees. 

4. As a result, we suffered badly from the cold and there was 
no heating of any kind in the tents, the palliasses were full 
of lice and were, I think, made of barley straw. We had not 
enough blankets to keep warm - I think only two - and no pillows. 

5. For food we had two meals a days .each consisting of a bowl 
of skilly, and we had 550ammes (later MD) of bread per day, gr 
and 150 grammes (later 120 )rice or macaroni. Occasionally we 
got potatoes. 

8. 	I got about three Red cross parcels when I was at Capua. 
I did not lose anything from the parcels and at all the camps 
I was at any cases of theft from Red Cross parcels were severely 
punished by the Italian camp authorities. 

7. 	The sanitation at Capua was by no means bad, consisting of 
holes in the concrete with a fast river or tributary flowing 
underneath. 

S. 	The prisoners suffered a lot from desert sores and dysentery 
and I suffered from both. The Italian medical officer was quite 
kindly but had not sufficient medical supplies or apparatus. 

O. 	The Italian guards were of a very low type and extremely 
anti-British. They were very rough. I remember one case when 
an English sergeant who was taking, his time in getting back to 
his tent when there was an air raid was struck by an Italian 
soldier with his rifle. I saw this incident but I do not know 
the Sergeant's name or unit. The sergeant seized the guard's 
rifle, knocked the guard down and threw him over the wire. 
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The sergeant was put in the detention cell by the carabinieri 
but in a few damn he loft for Caserta Hospital with appendicitis. 

10. The carabiniori were the scum of the earth. They were 
very rough and brutal, knocking the prisoners about, and they 
were decidedly anti-British. They seemed to have jurisdiction 
over the Italian Army. 

11. I was told by a Leading Stoker from H.M.S. Hereward, whose 
name I do not remember, that another rating from Hereward named 
Downey, an A.B. or Stoker, was put in the detention tent at 
Oapua for writing rudely about Mussolini. Later, when I was at 
Ohiavari, Downey was there still in detention and spent a long 
time so detained. 

12. In general, we were treated as criminal prisoners rather 
than war prisoner:. 

13. The Commandant of the camp was quite good. He used to let 
us out of camp on organised walks. 

14. The crew of the Cachalot, apart from the officers, who 
left us on arrival in Italy, were together at Capua and at the 
next camp, Chiavari. I remember Bagnall, who was my own friend 
and was exchanged with me, Stoker Sells, now in H.T!.S. Dolphin, 
Leading Steward Jasper Godbeer, now., I t!-Ant, in H.;'. S. Forth, 
Chief Petty Officer George Lanham, Chief Stoker Sandacock, 
Coxswain Hooton and Leading Stoker Faulkes or Foulkes. Hooton, 
I believe, escaped from Italy. 	There were also other ratings 
whose names, I believe, were A.B. Campbell, captured from a 
landing craft at Tobruk, A.B. Hodge, I think from the destroyer 
Hereward, William Hooper N.A.A.F.I. from Herewari, Gunner King, 
Royal Artillery, A.B. Chadwick who was left in Libya from the 
submarine Tuna, but whom I later met at Camp 75 and Slattery, 
from the submarine Tuna, both were previously on Cachalot. Our 
Commanding Officer on the Cachalot was Lieutenant Newton, who I 
believe to be in the Far East, and our First Lieutenant Dixon or 
Dickson, who I believe to be on H.M.3. Amphion. The crew of 
the submarine Tempest were not with us until we reached Gravina. 

SWORN at Baldwin Street 	) 
in the City and County of ) 	W.H. BINDoN. 
Bristol thin 25rd day of ) 
April 1945 

Before me, 
R.W. WANS3ROUGH 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 

ti 
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IN THE LATTER Or' :— 

The ill-treatment of british prisoners of war and 
breaches of the Geneva Convontione 1929 at Camp No.56 
at Capua during the period from about the 28th 
eebruary 1942 to the 14th August 1943. 

AFFIDAV1 T.  

I, No. 4122314, CHARLES HENRY BURGESS, Regimental Sergeant 
Major, Cheshire Regiment, attached 11 South Staffs Ashridge Park 
Camp, Berkhampstead Herta; and with a permanent address at 5 Park 
Road, Thurnscoe near Rotherham, Yorkshire, make oath and say as 
follows :- 

1. I was taken prisoner of war on the 29th January 1942 at(ihmtnines 
near Benghazi, North Africa: then went to Tarhuna where I stayedabout 
one month: then from Tripoli to Naples: then to Camp No.66 at Capua 
where I stayed from the 28til February 1942 until the 14th August 
1942s then to Camp No.53 at Macerate where I stayed from the 14th 
August 1942 to the 15th September 1943: I then escaped tothekountains 
was retaken prisoner on the 14th Oetobor 1943 and taken to camp at 
Aquila. Later I left Aquila by train for Camp VII.A at Lioosburg 
arriving there on the 11th November 1943. I was releaoed on the 29th 
April 1945. 

2. During the period that I was at the said camp No.66 at Capua, 
namely from the 28th eebruary 1942 to the 14th August 1943 the 
conditions were as follows :- 

When we arrived we were housed in small tents made from Italian 
ground sheets buttoned together. They were quite useless in bad 
weather. In a storm they went absolutely flat. In April 1942 we 
were moved from such tents to a but compound. This was better. In 
June 1942 we began to get prisoners sent through from the captures at 
Tobruk and we had to open three new compounds. These were only pro. 
vided with similar tents. During that summer all the huts became 
frightfully verminous and the Italians did little to attempt to cleat: 
them. 

As regards sanitation, we had holes on the top of a concrete 
tank which was supposed to be flushed but quite insufficiently, due 
to lack of water. 

As regards food, in Larch 1942 they were reduced to the basic 
ration, namely, per day one small roll of about 200 grammes, about a 
pint of thin vegetable skilly with a little rice or macaroni and 
occasionally a small piece of meat or cheese. This ration was steady 
starvation, and resulted in universal malnutrition, and consequent 
diseases, mostly dysentery and desert sores. 

From February to April 1942 ves had no Red Cross parcels. There 
were as many as 400 men going for glucose injections on the ground 
of malnutrition. In May 1942 I became a Camp Leader. We had Red 
Cross parcels since April 1942 (with a gap in September to October 
1942 when I could only issue a portion from some I had saved up) but 
such parcels as we got saved the situation. It would have been 
starvation otherwise. 

As regards clothing, the Italians issued some clothes during the 
winter but not enough. If I put in an indent for 1,000 I would only 
get 300; and no excuse or explanation was given. We got Rel Cross 
parcels which saved us. If it had not been for these parcels, a 
great number of the prisoners of war would have had to go 
insufficiently clad during the winter, and would no doubt have 
suffered serious consequences through exposure. 

As regards diseases, the camp was very overcrowded: we had some 
10,500' at one time in a camp capable normally of ho)ding sore 5,000 
to 6,000, and there was a considerable amount of malnutrition,dys?ntory 
desert sores, and malaria. Many of these cases had already developed 
in the camps in North Africa from which the prisoners had been 
drafted. Undoubtedly the worst were from Suani ben Adem. 

F).)id; 
at berkhamsted in the County of 	) 

I:ertfordthis 7th day of August 1945. 	 R.H. BURGESS, R.S. . 

before me, EIDUA W. HUNT, 
A Commisoioner for Oaths. 
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I1 THE LATTER OF 

The ill...treatment of British Prisoners of War 
and breaches of the ueneva Conventions 1929 at 
Camp No.66 at k%apua during the period from 
about the end of February to about the end of 
Lay 1942. 

AFFIDAVIT,  

I, ARTHUR WALTER EVAL Number 1074916, a Second Lieutenant 
in the Pioneer Corps stationed at Lancaster and with permanent 
address at 8, Lontcalm Close, Hayes, Kent, make oath and say 
as follows :- 

1. In January 1942 I was taken prisoner at i3arci, Libya, and 
was taken to a Prisoner of War Camp at benghazi; was kept 
there five days and then transferred to Tarhuna, approximately 
sixty miles from Tripoli, where I stayed about fourteen days. 
Thence I was shipped to Camp No.66 at Capua, Italy, arriving 
tiiero about the end of February 1942. 

2. I was at Camp No.66 at Capua about three months from the 
end of February to the end of Lay 1942, During that period the 
Prisoners of War were kept in tents, moat of which leaked, 
and for a month out of the said period there were foul weather 
conditions. 

As to food, the ration was out to 200 grammes of bread 
per day with about a pint of macaroni skilly. Gradually the 
Prisoners of War suffered from malnutrition. 

As to medical arrangements, there was one medical 
inspection a month with hardly any medical equipment or 
supplies, and only very serious stretcher cases were allowed 
to go to the Hospital at Caserta. 

There were many cases of Prisoners of Tar both black and 
white who were punished for offences by being chained to wire 
outside in all weathers. I cannot now give the names, ranks 
or units of Prisoners of War or of the Italian personnel who 
were responsible. 

SWORN at Lancaster in the County ) 
of Lancaster the 14th day of 
June 1945  

A.W. EVANS 
2/Lieut 346629 
Pioneer Corps. 

Defore me, 

K. T, SANDERSON, 

A Commissioner for Oaths, 

• 
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IN THE MATTER Og 

The 111-treatment of British 
prisoners of war and Breaches of 
the Geneva Conventions 1929 at 
Oamp No.66 at Capua during the 
period from about the end of 
eebruary to about the end of lay 
1942. 

Copy 

AiteIDAVIT 

. of 

2/Lieut. A.W. EVANS 

THE TREASURY SOLICITOR 
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IN THE MATTER OF :- 
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The ill-treatment of British prisoners of war and 
broaches of the Geneva Conventions 1929 at Camp 
No.66 at Capua during the period about 4th March 
1942 until about the end of June 1942 

AFFIDAVIT 

DAVID JOHN CORCORAN, Private No. 3970626 of the Welch 
Regiment attached to the First South Wales Borderers now at 
Attached "D" Company, let South Wales Borderers C/o G.P.O. 
Maidstone, Kent, and with a permanent address at 5 WilliamsStre'at 
Twymrodyn, Merthyr Tydfil, South Wales, make Oath and say as 
follows -:- 

1. 	I was taken prisoner of war at Benghazi, North Africa on the 
29th January 1942, and was from thorn transferred to Camps at 
Elaghila, where I stayed one week and to Tarhuna where I stayed 
three weeks and eventually was sent to Camp No.66 at Capua. 

0 • 	T was prisoner of war at Camp No. 6R at Capua from about the 
4th March 1942 until about the end of June 1942. 

I cannot give tho names of any Italian Officers in command 
of the said Camp during that period. 

The conditions of the said Camp during the said period 
were TS follows :- 

A few days after my arrival, namely on or about the 10th 
March 1942, rations wore cut to half and then became :- 

200/250 grammes of broad per day; 
40 grammes of cheese per day on 5 days of the week, 
and a very small portion of neat on the other two days 
in the week. 

3 spoonafuls of rico or macaroni in a vegetable skilly 
per day; 
Coffee once a day. 
No Red cross parcels woro issued. 

The above diet was slow starvation. !lany men collapsed from 
exhaustion. Dysentery and malaria wore rife and the medical 
arrangements were utt.orly inadequate. There was no medical 
inspection. Mon lay ill in their huts from malaria or dysentery 
or other diseases, and no-one with medical training was there to 
look after thorn. I had to attend to a friend of mine who had 
malaria. There was a medical tent some 200/300 yards outside the 
Camp and a small infirmary in the Camp, but thore woro only two 
medical Orderlies; there were about 1200 to 1500 men in the Camp. 
I was never in the so-callod infirmary myself, but I was told by 
men who had boon there (I cannot now give their names; ranks or 
units) that thero were little or no medical supplies or equip-
ment there. Desperate carps only wore sent to Gazerta Hospital. 

Lance Corporal Truesdalo of the lot Battalion Welch Regiment 
acted as a Medical Orderly and a Lay Camp Padro during the said 
period; he would bo fully familiar with the conditions in the 
Camp as regards food, diseases and the lack of medical attention. 

sworn! at Maidstone in the County) 	JACK CORCORAN 
of Kent this 25th day of June 	) 	DAVID JOHN CORCORAN. 
1945 

Before me, 
W.H. WITITEHEAD. 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 
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IN THE MATTER OF : 

The ill-troatment of British 
prisoners of war and breaches 
of the Genova Conventions 1929 
at Camp No.S6 at Oapua during 
the period about 4th March 1042 
until about the end of June 1942 

AFFIDAVIT 

- of - 

Pte. D. J. OORCORAN 

•■■■•■■10.... 

THE TREASURY SOLICITOR. 
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IN .TRt.UATT7R Cr' 1 	
2463 

The ill-treatment ef British prisoners of war and 
breaches of ti'e Geneva Conventions 1029 at Camp 
lo.AA at Oapua between June and November 1` 42 

11 	 F 	 i 7' 

I, No. T%396 Ce.etain VAR7,FS THO'4A0 OOKUS, R.A. of 123 
0.C.T.U. Botrion 	C;atterok Camp, YorkolAre, with a private 
address at New Heuee, SalFhten, near ChW,er, ..e'% Oath and say 
as follows :- 

1. 	ea s captured rear Knightsbridge on 	June 194P. After 
passing throug crrte.l.n camps 	North AfrThe. I was taken to 
Italy by airy arriving at Lecci on or R110..t 20th June 1942. 

2• 	I arr7r:erl at Camp No- R or or About the 3rd dune 1942. 
For about oix creeks at -Ghia eamT .L was Senior British Officer, 
leaving at the end of Novemeer 1,-)4, and as etc:. I was concerned 
with the Var"!_OUS batches of.prisonera who arrived at the canp. 
Thoso coming f-:rom Ierth t.ftiea were in a terrible condition, 
partieularly towards tha end 	my time at Capeaa. I was on 
several occasions taken by British Medical Officere to inspect 
the camp herital and was shocked by the nreel:-Aed condition and 
die lase of the prisoners. :.::otters were not improved by the 
Italian :edleal ,Dfficer trying to interfere with the issue of 
Invalid Parcels by our Medical Officers. As these parcels wore 
addressed 2z,o the Senior Medical Office's- we maintained that the 
Italians had no control over their use. The Itllan Medical 
Officer also had the last wor,: In the mop to be admitted to 
hospital. We felt that many weull have had e better chance of 
survival if they had been adflitted before they were too ill to 
make recovery unlikely, Captain Webster, R.A.Yi.O., and 
Lieutenant Colonel Sinclair, R.A.w■!.(,. were both medical officers 
at this camp. 

3. 

 

The strain put on the camp organisation by the huge numbers 
of prisoners coming in and tLe terrible state of their health 
when coning direct from Forth Africa made conditions extreriely 
difficult, but on the wholes  allowing for the general shortage of 
aocommodation and supplies, they did what they oould. The Italian 
Commandant, whose name T. coo not remember, was not unduly hostile, 
but the Adjutant, Count Gettzi, was more hostile. 

SWORN at Richmond in the county) 
of York this 25th day of June ) 	C.T. OOKLESTON. 
1945 

Before me, 
R. BORROWS. 

A Commissioner for Onthe. 
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IN THE MATTER OF : 

The ill-treatment of British 
prisoners of war and breaches 
of the Geneva Conventions 1929 
at Camp No.AO nt Capua 
between June and Nove:.2)er 1942 

AFFIDAVIT 

- of - 

Capt. C.T. OCKLESTON 

THR TREASURY SMICITOR. 
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IN THIS MATTER OF :7 

The ill-treatment of prisoners of war and breaches of 
the Geneva Conventions 1929, at Camp No. Re at Oapua 
during the period from 19th June to 29th or 30 th 
November 1942 

Z46b 

AFFIDAVIT 

No. 198407 Captain JOHN LINDSAY ALEXANDER of L.A.W., 
A.T. and D.C., Sudbourne Hall, Orford, Near Woodbridge, Suffolk 
with a permanent address c/o E.D. Alexander neq., 103 Alleyn 
Park, London, S.E.21. make Oath and say as follows :- 

1. I was captured and taken prisoner of war at Bir Tamar on 
6th June 1942. 71th others, I wag removed to Benghazi (via 

1orna and Barco) and was thence flown to Leese. On the 
day following our arrival at Lecce (I think the date was 19th 
June, 1942) we were taken by train to Camp No.66 at Capua. 

2. 1  was placed in the Officers' Compound at Camp No.sS. 
This compound was perhaps 75 yards long and 40 yards wide. It 
contained four huts, each some SO feet long and 20 feet wide. 
Three of the huts comprised sleeping-quarters and the fourth 
was a mes3-room. The remaining buildings in the compound were 
the cook.houae and the wash-house. From perhaps the middle of 
August to the end of September, 1942 there was also a marquee 
in the compound. This was somewhat larger than any one of the 
huts and held about 50 Viceroy-commissioned Indian Officera. 

3. Each of the sleeping-huts housed about 48 to SO prisoners 
of war. The beds were not unduly dense. They were single-tier 
beds of two types; one type (and that most generally in issue) 
consisted of three wooden planks between two iron trestles; 
the other type was a folding bed consisting of canvas slung 
between iron poles. Mattresses, sheets and blankets wore 
supplied. 

4. The huts were by no means weather-proof; and, as the 
locality is subject to violent storms, this was a source of 
considerable discomfort. 

5. I believe that this locality is now scheduled as a malarial 
area. We wore certainly pestered with mosquitoes while we were 
there; but I cannot recall that anyone contracted malaria, 
though, so far as I know, the Italian Authorities took no anti-
malarial measures. Our sleepingrquarters were infested with 
bugs. 

R. The food was much the same as at most Italian prisoner 
of war camps. We got, I think, 200 grammes of bread each a day, 
ersatz coffee (for "breakfast"), soup and occasionally, meat. 
On Sundays, we had macaroni treated with tomato sauce and 
grated cheese: I found this by no means unpalatable. 

7. 	Red Cross parcels were distributed weekly. Sometimes we 
had a parcel each and at other times two parcels would perhaps 
be shared between 5 men. 

S. The wash-house contained about 12 wash-bowls and six water-
flushed latrines (one or two of which were reserved for the use 
of the Indiana whilst they were at the Camp). There were also 
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showers outride the compound. The water sup;)ly was irregular 
and was sometimes cut off for as long as 3,  hours at a stretch. 

9. The general health in my oompound wau on the whole 
fairly good, though jaundice and other digestive ailments 
were not uncommon. There was an 	room in the {general ()amp 
outside the compound. This was staffed tr, our own medical 
officers who were under the direction of rn Italian !1.0. 

10. There was very little space in the compound for exercise, 
but we were occasionally taken out for a walk. I caanet (lay 
how often this happened; but, looking back, it come to no to 
have been a very rare occurrence. We had a small library: 
the books (which were of a poor typo) wore rouirhly enough to 
give reading_matter to about one-third of us. We spent moot 
of our time sitting about and playing bridge. 

11. Most of us wore dressed in khaki drill. Clothing from 
Red Cross stpplies were diotributed only to the necessitous. 
The Italians themselves in:lued no clothing: though, latterly, 
we were given an opportunity to buy clothes from Italian 
military tailors at prohibitive prices. 

12. Our compound bordered a road which aervel the main camp 
for other ranks. we sometimes saw them march past and the 
condition of some of them defies all description; they were 
pitiably emaciated, lousy, patched, barefoot, unwashed and 
unshaved: some were altered almost beyond reoegxlition and 
looked more like wild beats than men; others were wheeled 
because they could not walk. It may be that the men I saw 
were new arrivals and that their condition accordingly 
reflected ill-treatment elsewhere. We were not allowed to 
visit the other compounds and I cannot, therefore, speak as 
to general conditions outside my own compound; but I an 
under the impression that other ranks at Capua fared much 
worse than we. 

13. Apart from the shooting of Captain litchell (R.A.) and 
Lieutenant Reeve° (R.T.IL) whilst trying to escape on the 
night of the lOth or 19th August 1942 (of which shooting I 
learnt only by hearsay although I hoard shots fired), I know 
of no acts of , iolonce of note, committed against prisoners 
of war at Camf No.6P whilst I was there. I believe the 
sentries wore issued with dum-:hum and explosive bullets as 
well as with buckshot, but I cannot speak as to this as of 
my own knowledge. 

14. I was transferred from this Camp to Camp No.17 at 
Rizzanollo on 29th or 30th November 1042. 

SWORN by the said Captain John ) 
Lindsay Alexander at Ipswich 	) 
in the Coanty of Suffolk this ) 
9th day of June 1942 ) 

ALEXANDR. 

Before me, 
F.A.W, COBBOLD. 

A Commiss-,oner for Oaths. 
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IN THr. MATTPIR OP :- 

The ill-treatment of prisoners of war and breaches 
of the Geneva Oonventione 1929 at Camp No.66 at 
Oapua during the period from 19th or 20th June 1942 
to 30th November 1942 

AFFI")AVIT 

I, e0.99762, Captain THOMAS PR7ACHTM, Adjutant, Garrison 
H.Q., Catterick, Yorks, with a hone address at "Springbank" 
Alverstone Avenue, Low Fell, County Durham, make Oath and say 
as follows :- 

1. 	I was captured and taken prisoner of war on nth April 
1942 near Meohili, whence I was removed to Derna, where I was 
handed over to the Italians, From Derna, I went via Benghazi 
and Sirte to 7Tiserata whore I remained about a week. I was 
then taken to Tarhuna (where I remained noarly seven weeks) and, 
after one night at Tri7, Tarhuna, I was taken. to Tripoli Docks, 
whence on June 12th 1942, I was shipped to rapier!, arriving 
there on or about 19th June 1942. On arrival, I was sent to 
camp No.66 at Oapua. 

I have perused the Affidavit sworn by Captain John 
Lindsay Alexander on ninth day of June 1945 and I agree with 
all he says, subject to the following comments. 

3. With regard to paragraph 2 of the said Affidavit, each 
sleeping but contained a separate compartment which had 
presumably boon intended originally for the use of the Senior 
N.C.O. when the huts were barracks. So far as but No.3 was 
concerned the compartment was converted into a canteen and was 
therefore not available for sleeping accommodation. The 
canteen was run by the Italians and was closed on Sundays and 
Feast Days. 

4. With regard to paragraph 6 of the said Affidavit, we 
had only ersatz coffee for breakfast (0800 to 0830 hours). Our 
daily broad ration was 120 (not 200) grammes each. We received 
this at midday, with perhaps a little macaroni and pumpkin soup 
(very watery). We had much the same fare in the evening, 
except bread. We also had a little fruit, and, on Sundays, 
the fare which Captain Alexander described. This was called 
"pasta asoiutta". We had to pay 13 lire a day for messing dues. 

5. With regard to paragraph 8 of the said affidavit, the 
wash.houne contained six wash-basins only, and two troughs. 
I agree that there were showers outside the compound: but we 
oould use them only while they were not in use by other ranks, 
and, in any event, not more than once a week. The writer supply 
was often out off for 24 hours at a stretch and once for as 
long as 72 hours. The shortage of water resulted in the 
latrines (there were only five of them; three of them being 
assigned to the Indians) remaining unfluehed for far too long 
and the stench was appalling. The unsanitary conditions bred 
flies which plagued us in the daytime, whilst bugs and fleas 
plagued us at night. As the but in which I was quartered was 
the one nearest the wash house and latrines (i.e. within a few 
feet) we probably Buffered more discomfort on their account 
than did the occupants of the other huts. 
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6. With regard to paragraph 9 of the said affidavit, the M.I. 
room was run for the first few weeks by Italian doctors. 

7. With regard to paragraph 10 of the said Affidavit, the 
walks did not begin until September, 1942. I went on the walks 
whenever they were arranged, but I cannot recall having gone on 
more than four occasions. There were only about 40 books in 
the library. 

8. I corroborate all that Captain Alexander says in paragraph 
12 of his Affidavit with reference to the other ranks who marched 
past our compound; but they were cases newly evacuated from 
North Africa, and their condition was no doubt attributable to 
the treatment they had received there and in transit to Capua. 

9. I was transferred to Camp !To. 17 Rezzanello on or about 
30th November 1942. 

SWORN by tho said captain Thomas) 
Preacher at Richmond in the 
County of York this 21at day of ) 
June 1945 

Before me, 
R. BORROWS. 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 

T. PREACHER. 
Capt. 
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IN THE MATTER OF : 

The ill-treatment of British prisoners of war 
and broaches of the Geneva Conventions 1929 at 
Camp Ne.efi at Oapua during the period June to 
November 1942 

AFFIDAVIT 

GEORGE BURNAM ORAYSON, Captain R.A., No..502O1, now 
at 123 0.C.T.U., R.  A. Catterick, Yorkshire and with a permanent 
ad1rees at 30 Cornwall Road, Harroate, Yorkshire, eiake Oath 
and say as follows :- 

1. On tho nth June 1042 I was taker. prisoner of war at Bir 
Harmot, North Africa b7 the Afrika Korpa. I eecaped shortly 
afterwards but was recaptured or the 13th June 1942 and flown 
to Italy arriving at Camp No.6(1 at Oapua en the 19th June 1942. 

2. I was at Camp No.( at Oapua from the 19th June 1942 until 
the end of November 1942 and for the periol from the 10 th July 
onwards I was senior British Offioor at the said Camp. 

The conditions In tho said Camp during that period were 
as follows :- 

■Al Officers had huts separate from the other rants but at a 
distance only sone five yards away. The acconmodation for 
Officers was reasonable; but not so for the other ranks. They 
"rare a000ntodated some under huts but the majority under canvas. 
The Officers were allowed to walk pant the other rank compounds 
whilst taking exercise in Camp and therefore could see the 
conditions. My knowledge of the conditions in the other ranks' 
compound is derived from what I saw myeelf and from information 
from our Batmen who came from the other ranks' quarters and 
told us of the oonditions there. The Officers in the said Camp 
had some 25 Batmen to 150 Officez.s. I cannot now give the 
names, ranks or units of any of the said Batmen. 

An regards the huts occupied by the other ranks at the 
said Camp: they slept in tier bunks and were very overcrowded: 
in hot weather it was unbearable: and their quarters were very 
verminous. 

As regards those who had tents, few if any had floor boards. 
Requests to the Italian Command for straw were unsatisfied. 
The said tents wera very old and defective and most ineffective 
in bad weather. 

(B) As regards sanitation our Batmen said that they only had 
open trenches and no fly proofing. T. myself made complaints 
to the Italian Commandant asking that Captain H.J.H. Gatford 
No. 95073, 21 Field Troop 	and other Engineers should be 
permitted to go into the other ranl:s 1  quarters under escort so 
that they could instruct the other ranies to rellee proper latrines 
out of Red Cross packing cases. This request was refused. 

(0) As a consequence of the above conlitions the following 
diseases broke out :- 
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1. A severe outbreak of diptheria from which 
deaths occurred daily. 

P. Dysentery (some of which had started while the 
victims were prisoners of war in North Africa). 

1. Desert sores. 

4. Malaria. 

The whole place was infected with mosquitoes which gave a 
bite which immediately became septic. 

(D) Ae regards medical arrangements: I was told by Regimental 
Sergeant Major Burgess that he came to the said Camp about 
February 1942 and was made a Camp Leader and owing to his 
energies improvements in the medical arrangements and 
generally had been obtained but that prior to his arrival 
conditions had been very bal. indeed. 

During the period when I was at the Bail Camp there was 
in use at the said Camp a permanent single storey brick 
Infirmary with some 30 beds and two permanent Italian Medical 
Officere and a Sick larade each day. Very had cases were sent 
to Caserta Hospital and British Medical Officers were allowed 
to aseist, amongst them Colonel Sinclair R.PA.M.C. and Captain 
S.P. Dutt I.M.S. 

Although attention had been paid by the Italian Author-
itie -  to medical conditions by June/July 1942, they still 
would not let us deal with the appalling sanitary conditions 
welch were an undoubted Gauge of the diseases which were rife. 

(E) As regards food: that supplied by the Italian Authorities 
to the other ranks was slow starvation but during the period 
when I was in the said Camp Red Cross parcels were arriving in 
sufficient quantity to permit of regular circulation and so 
the other ranks were able to subsist. 

(F) As to clothing: by this time clothing was issued by the 
/talian Authorities in Red cross parcels and in the shape of 
captured uniforms from Greeks and Yugoslays. 

The above information is a correct description 
state of affairs in the Camp during the period when 
there but, as aforesaid, I understood from the said 
Burgess that prior to February 1942 conditions were 
worse. 

of the 
I was 

infinitely 

SWORN at Skipton in the 
County of York this 30th 
day of July 1945 

G. BURNUY GRAYSON 

Before me, 
STEPHEN E. BROWN. 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 

ee, 
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The ill-treatment of British prisoners of war and 
breachee of the Geneva Conventions, 19n9, at OamP 
l0.06 at aapue, between AuEuet and Nevoeber 1942 

	

A h. 	D 

I, Ne.78 2S39 Lanee corporal IDANIIM B7RT-.N SPANSWICK 52nd 
Training R© ginert, R.A.C. at Bovington Camp, Derset and with a private 
ad trees at Vi Gru.ig x'ark 	MalTias, Newport, onmouthehire, make 
Oath and say as i'ollows 

	

T. 	I was captured soutt of Tobruk on tho 27th Liay 1942 by Sermans. 
After being et camps at Tarhuna, Swine be. Adam and another camp 
abeut 17 kilos from Tripoli, 1' was marched with other prieoners to 
Tripoli nocke and put on boar. .,hip to :tsly. 

The said chip sailed on some ri.ate in August 1942, which I cannot 
give more definitely. It was an of carezo shin and the prisoners 
were kept below the hatches, only being allowed ont a few at a time 
to use the latrinee. This was inadequace and ae there was a great 
deal of dysentery, the conelitions in the hold, which was terribly 
overcrowded, were frightful. We had only non-.workers' rations. 

3. W(3 reached Naples after four or five days' sailing and then went 
to Camp N0.68 at Oapua, arriving towards the end of August 1942. 

4. The  food was very poor. We had the usual skilly or. soup with 
macaroni and rice in it, 100 grammes of bread and twice a week a 
small amount of meat in the soup. We had no cheese on meat days. 

	

S. 	no clothing was ieeued. at this camp, except that about a week 
before I left in November 1942 I got a pair of boots. I had had no 
boots for some time. All I had to wear wan my shorts and a cardigan 
of nine, When T. got the boots, I out off the sleeves of my cardigan 
to make socks. My desert boots had long since disintegrated. Towards 
November vie suffered terribly from the cold. Just before I left, 
some Red Cross clothing arrived, consisting of overcoats and battle-
dress, but I did not get any. 

	

S. 	We were accommodated in tents and huts. The tents were made of 
groundsheets and leaked terribly. When it rained we were pretty well 
washed out of the tents and had to sit uq: all night, covering up our 
posseeeions as well as possible. We wore net unduly overcrowded; 
having about a dozen in the tent. The Italians were, at that time, 
building another compound. 79 had two blankets each and these and 
the clothing were infested with hoe and fleas. There was no de-
louaing at Oapua. There were also bugs. There was no heating at all 
and with the shortage of clothing t'-.e cold was very eevere. 

	

7. 	The sanitation, apart from being of the continental or Italian 
type, was no bad, as there was water unjorneath coming from the wash 
nlaces. I only had two bathe while at this camp. The water for 
washing came in a long pipe with small neles out of which the water 
sprayed. There were far too many men for the amount of water provided 

	

0. 	With the shortage of food, there was a lot of disease and 
particularly dysentery and elnin diseases. 

9. The Italian guards were anti-British, but 111 not treat us 
particularly badly. 

10. I remember hearing shots at night on a date which I am not able 
to give and from talk in the camp, I heard that an officer or 
officers had been shot while escaping, but I was not a witness and do 
not know anything more about the incident. 

11. In November 1942 I was moves to Camp !:esee at. Macerata 
(Sforza 

Costa). 
70T711 st Dorchester in the county of) 

	

Dorset this 13th day of June 1945 	) L/Cpl. SPAN:Y:110F. O. B. 

Hoofers me, Rf--  
k  Commissioner for Oathe. 

2. ti 
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TN THE LIATTER OF 

The ill—treat:?ont of British 
prisoners of wat and br4aohes 
of the Goneva Conventions 1929 
qt Camp i;o.15,9 at. Capua,between 
Auust and November 1942 

AFFIDAVIT 

— of — 

LiCpl. D.B. SPANSW:CK 

TI fl TREASURY SOLICITOR. 
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91 

THr. MATTIR 	: 

The ill-treatn,Jnt of prisoners cf war an,_;. breaches 
of the Geneva Conventions, 1c029 1  at Camp ro.Pq at 
Oapua tharing the per7.od from June to September, .942. 

AFFIDAVIT 

No.328582A, private JAMS LANAGAN, Green Howards, 
Richmond, yorks, on indefinite leave penrnng discharge, with 
s permanent address at 3 John Strset, Miles Platting, Yorks, 
make Oath and say as follows :- 

1. I was captured at Gazala, North Africa, on thc,  lct June 
1942 and (after some eight days at Sunni Ben Adam), I was 
transported to Brindisi via Tripoli. I arrived at Brindisi 
on or about 18th June 1942. On arrival, I was sent to (lamp 
No.RA at Oapua. I left the latter cams or 27th September 1942 
for Camp Noy. 54, Fara Sabina. 

2. I have perused the Affidavit sworn by Lanoe Corporal 
Spanswick on 13th June 1945. I confirm all he says regarding 
Oamp.No. 88 in paragraphs 4 and (4  to 10 (inclusive) of his 
said Affidavit, subject to the following comments. 

3. I was in khaki drill on my arrival at Capua and I was 
issued with no clothing whilst I remained at this Carp. 

4. As regards paragraph 7 of the said affidavit, My 
recollection is that one could have as many cold baths as one 
liked at this Camp. I can also recall having had two hot 
showers during the period I was there. Judged by parallel 
standards, the sanitary arrangements at this Camp were very 
good. 

SWORN by the said JA1M LANAGAN) 
at Manchester in the county of 
Lancashire this 13th day of 
June 194 5 

Before me, 
E.J. HO7AFTH T.L. 

City of Manchester. 
A Commissioner for Oati 
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IN TH7 MATImIR OF : 

The ill-treatment of prisoners of 
war and breaches of the Geneva 
Conventions 1929 at Camp No.06 it 
Oapua during the period from 
June to September 1942 

AFFIDAVIT 

- of 

Pte. JAMES LANAGAN 

TRASURY SOLICITOR. 
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IN THE MATrER "Je.  

The illetreetment of eritieh prisoners of war and 
breaches of tnr Geneve Conventions 1929 at Camp 
No.66 at Capua, Italy, during the period 6 weeke 
from the 8th or 9th July 1942. 

AFilr, AVI T. 

1. 2  WILW1. HUNTER STRACHAN, No. 26055614, SerLeent, 
Coldetream illards, with a ?resent addreno of Milton 110119e, 
Peterborough and e permanent address of 129, Waterville Road, 
North Shields, Nerthumberiand, make oath and say as follows:- 

On the 21st June 1942, I wes token prisoner at Tobruk, 
Libya and waa from there eent to Benghazi, where I. stayed 4 
days in an Officer:3 Camp acid 11 days in an 0.k. Camp and was 
t.nen sent via tirindisi to Camp 1e. 66 at Capua, Italy. 

0. 	I was prisoner of war for 6 weeke at Camp Vo.66 at Capua 
from about the Oth or 9t1) j'uly 194 until s. bout the 20th August 
1942. I do not now remember tee names of any of the Itelian 
offieers in command of leht Camp during that time. The eondi-
tions at the :mid Camp sere then as follows fe 

As regards accommodation, we were housed in huts whioh 
were very verminous end no attempt was made by the Italian 
authorities to eleanee them while 1 was there. 

As regards food, the :)asici ration had been out too. 

Per day . 1 email roll of bread, a small ladle of 
vegetable and macaroni ekilly; one small piece of cheese or 
polt.:n sausage twice a week. This was a starvation diet, but 
Red Crosa parcele just saved us. 

As regards clothing, there was no issue of any clothing 
during the perioes while 1 was at the said Camp. We only had 
our desert. kit. 

In consequence of ehe above conditions, there was a lot 
of disease in the Camp; a good deal of dysentery and almost 
universal deterioration and malnutrition and many had desert 
Bores eontoacted in sores cases in the desert, but from which 
it was impossible to recover on the starvation ration. 

As regards medical arrangements, there were over two 
thousand other ranks and about 200 officers in the said Camp 
at this time. Tnere was only one Italian medical offioer and 
two or three orderlies. There was no medical Jr:erection or 
parade during my time. 

3. 	On leaving the said Camp No.66 at Capue, I went to a Camp 
at Benevento where I stayed some 6 weeks and from there I was 
sent to Camp No.52 at Chiavari where I stayef: until. the 
Armistice in September 1943. On removing from there I wandered 
in Italy for some 15 months before I eventually joined the 
Allies on 23rd November 1944. 

SV•ORN at 45 priestgate Peterborough) 
in tae jOUnty of Northaapton this ) 	W.H. 	 gt. 
Bend day of Rine 1945 

Jeefore me, 
A.H. MELLOWS 

A Commiesioner for Oaths. 

me 
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IN THE LATTER OF :. 

The ill-treatment of British 
prisoners of war and breaches of 
the Geneva Conventions, 1929, at 
Camp No.86 at Capua, Italy, 
during the period 6 weeks from 
the 8th or 9th July 1942. 

Cop y- 

AF2IDAVIT 

of 

SGT. W.H. STRACHAN 

• 

TIlE TRSASUAI SOLICITOR. 
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IN F,I,. 1,./11"121;it Or' :-• 

Z477 

The ill.treatment of British prisoners of war ard 
breaches of tho Geneva Conventions 1929 at the 
Prisoner. of War Camp No.66 at Capua during the period 
July tc September inclusive in 1942. 

A F F I D A V I  T. 

ROBERT NIGEL CLEAVE KEIGHT-BRUCE No.19802, Lieutenant 
Royal Gloucester shire Hussars, at present at Crowborough, 
Sussez and with a permanent address at The Sanctuary, Creditor., 
Devon make oath and say as follows :- 

1. I was taken prisoner of war near Gazala, North Africa in 
Juno 1942 and was thence taken to the prisoner of war camp at 
Lorna, North Africa, where I stayed two days. I was thence 
cent to Barce wnere I stayed 14 days, thence to Benghazi where 
i stayed three days and was then flown to Camp 66 at Capua, 
Italy, reaching there in July, 1942. 

2. I was at Camp No.66 at Capua from a date which I cannot 
give more precisely in July to the end of September 1942. 

The conditions in the said Camp during that period were 
as follows 

The compounds for the officers and other ranks were only 
about five yards apart. 

AB regards the Officers, the compound contained four huts 
and very little room round them; no place was provided for 
exercise and we were not allowed out for walks. In the same 
pound there were about eighty Indian Viceroy Command Officers 
in one tent. 

The sanitary arrangements were very inadequate; eight 
washbasins and four lavatories for about 200 officers. 

As to the food ration, this was passable. 

As to clothing, nothing was provided by the Italians; Red 
Cross parcels helped; but several Officers were walking about 
without shoes. 

As to diseases, there were many cases of dysentry and a 
lot of jaundice. 

As to medical arrangements, by this date an Inspection 
Hut had been provided and there was a small hospital, soy thirty 
beds. 

3. So far as tnc other rrik.s 	this sail cars_ at the said 
time were concerned, ry irfornation is 	per-onal observation 
from only come five yards away and from ths _ary Idstmen coming 
to us officers fror the other rank soLrount. The serious 
complaint was the diseases which were ifs - liphtheria, a bad 
outbreak; dysentery; desert ;ores and jeurliec. One cause, 
probably the main one, was the lock of sanitation, the ot.:;er 
rinks only had slit trenches and no fly-rsoefing, consequently
the whole camp was infected. 

by the svi6 liobert Nigel 
;;leave Knight-Bruce at Tunbi.idL,e ) 	R.L.C. 
.011s in tile County of Lent un 	 Lt. 

be ore me, 
TRIL;TAL Ti:1-PLER 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 
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IN TH1 LAIL, J4(' 

The ill-trentnent of pritish 
nriaoners of war ard broaches of 
the L neva Oonvontions, 1:79 at 
the Prisoner of Viar Camp No.  66 at 
vapua during the period July to 
iepteriber inclusive in 1942. 

Copy 

A L' 'IDAVIT 

of 

LILUT. h.N.. KL167T-bitUCE. 
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IN THE MATTERS OF 

(a) Ill-treatment of British prisoners of war and 
breaches of the Geneva Conventions 1929 at Camp 
No.66 at Capua during the period July to about 
the 11th September 1942 inclusive 

(b) The murder of Lieut. Reeves and Captain Spragg. 
Mitchell at Camp No.66 at Oapua in September 
1942 

ArlioIDAVI T.  

eREDRICK LLOYD, Guardsman No.2657566 of the Cold3tream 
Guards 3rd Batthlion at present at Wellington Barracks, 
Westminster Garrison, S.W.1. and with a permanent address 
at 1, brick Kiln Cottages, Adeney, near Wellington, Salop, 
make oath and say as follows :- 

1. I was taken prisoner of war at Tobruk in June 1942. I 
was then taken to a camp at Derna in North Africa where I 
stayed 12 hours; then to camp at Tinimi where I stayed 12 
hours and thence to Benghazi where I stayed ten days. From 
there I was sent to Camp No.05 at Tuturano near Brindisi where 
I stayed three days at the end of June 1942. 

2. I left Camp No.S6 at Tuturano and reached Camp No.66 
at Capua during the first week in July 1942 and stayed at 
the latter camp until about 11th September 1942. 

The conditions of the said camp at Capua were as follows:. 

As to accommodation, we only had ground-sheets fastened 
together for tents. They were very old, and if it rained 
quite inadequate, one might as well have stood in the open. 
This applies to my compound only of about 2,000 men. In a 
neighbouring compound some had huts. 

As regards sanitary conditions, they consisted merely of 
holes in the ground with concrete foundations, the contents 
used to gradually drain away somewhere, but all were open to 
flies and mosquitoes and all kinds of insects. 

Various diseases resulted from the above conditions, 
in particular there was a bad outbreak of diphtheria and 
dysentery was rife. 

As for meclical arrangements, there was installed by this 
date a small infirmary where serious cases could be attended 
to, and very desperate cases were sent to Cazerta Hospital. 

3. In September 1942 . I cannot say the exact date . I 
heard, but cannot now say from whom, it being common talk in 
the camp, of a case of two British officers attempting to 
escape and being shot by the wire enclosing the camp and that 
both eventually died. I do not know the names, ranks or 
units of the said British officers; I did not see the incident. 
It was not in my compound, but I heard the firing the night 
before the day on which I was told about the incident. This 
firing was intermittent lasting over several minutes altogether. 

SWORN at 18 Dartmouth Street 
in the City of Westminster this ) 	F. LLOYD 

12th day of June 1945 
before me, 

E. h. EULTAR 
A ComTi2sioner for Oaths. 
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IF THE MATTERS OF :- 

(a) Ill.treatment of British 
Prisoners of war and breaches of 
the Geneva Conventions 1929 at 
Camp Wo.88 at Oapua during the 
period July to about the 11th 
September 1942 inclusive 

(b) The murder of Lieut. Reeves 
and Captain Spragg.Mitchell at 
Camp No.86 at Capua in September 
1942 

Copy 

AFFIDAVIT 

of 

No.2657586 GUARDSIAN FREDERICK 
LLOYD. 

THE TREASURY SOLICITOR. 
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IN TH! MATTER OF : 

THE ILL-TRRATMIINT OF PRISONERS OF WAR AND BREAD HT'S 
OF THE GENEVA CONVENTIONS, 1920, AT CAMP No. 66 AT 
OAPUA DURING THE PERIOD FROM 11th JULY 1942 TO 
ABOUT 7th OCTOBER 1942 

AFFIDAVIT 

I, No. 914673 Lance-Bombadier ALBERT OIMALL7a of 195 
Field Regiment, R.A., Rhos-on-Sea, Colwyn Bay, with a home 
address at 25 Partington Avenue, Bootle, Liverpool, make Oath 
and say ac follows :- 

1. 	I was captured and taken prisoner of war at Tobruk on 
21st June 1942. I was taken from Tobruk to Benghazi, where I 
remained till about the 3rd July 1942. I was then shipped to 
Brindisi in Italy where I arrived on the 7th July 1942. From 
Brindisi I was sent to Camp No. 85 at Tuturano where I arrived 
on the date of my disembarkation, leaving that camp for Camp 
No.RP at Oapua on the 10th idem. 

2 . 	At Capua there were two compounds for other ranks and 
a third compound was opened in or about August 1942 as an 
isolation compound for cases of diphtheria. 

0. 	I wasplaced in No. 2 compound which was about 200 yards 
in length and about 30 yards in width and contained about 500 
men. The occupants of this compound were housed in tents which 
were improvised from Italian ground sheets fastened together. 
Eaoh tent aocommodated about 18 men. 

4. ' The sanitary arrangements consisted of holes in the 
ground which were inadequate in number having regard to the 
population of the compound. The washing facilities comprised 
about 10 hand-basins. These basins were served by a pipe 
with holes punched in it. The water was turned on both for 
the latrines and the wash-basins for about one and a half hours 
in the morning and for the same period in the afternoon. We 
were all infested with vermin and although decontaminating 
measures were taken ty the Italian authorities these were not 
particularly effective. 

5. ?Or breakfast (at 0730 hours) we received the usual ersatz 
coffee and at 0900 hours we had rather less than 200 grammes of 
bread each and a little cheese. At 1230 hours we received a 
poor type of vegetable skilly and a rather better type at 1600 
hours. Red Crags parcels arrived more or less once a week and 
each parcel was shared between two men. I can recall one 
occasion on which we went for two weeks and a second occasion 
on which we went for five weeks without parcels. We received 
no nail. Before we had our mid-day meal there were usually 
chocking parades which varied in duration from half an hour to 
an hour and a half. It was common for prisoners of war to 
faint during this parade and I believe that this was due to 
malnutrition. It was no unusual thing to see prisoners of war 
going over the refuse in search of food. 

6. We received no visits from the Protecting Power while I 
was at this camp. The Camp Leader often complained to the 
Commandant about the lack of water and the inadequate supply 
of food, but nothing wan done. 
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7. 	Dysentery was rife in this camp and serious canes 
were sent to Hospital (which was within the Camp but 
outside my oompound. 

	

9. 	An epidemic of diphtheria started about the end 
of July 1942 and suspects and those who contracted it 
were placedin the isolation compound. Many were still 
in the isolation compound when I left the camp. We were 
inoculated for diphtheria and I know of no cases which 
proved fatal. 

	

9. 	I was transferred from Camp No. AP Capua to Camp 
No.P5 Gravina on about 7th October 1942. 

SWORN by the said Albert O'Mally ) 
at Colwyn Hay in the Oounty of ) 
Denbigh this 9th day of June 15)45) 

ALBTRT O'MALLEY. 

Before me, 
AUPHLETT. 
A Oommissioner for Oaths. 
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IN 	TaE 	LATTER Or' THE ILL.TREATUNT OF 
PRISONERS OF WAR AND BREACHES OF THE GENEVA 
CONVENTIONS 1929 AT CAMP No.66 AT CAPUA FROM 
AUGUST TO OCTO6ER 1942. 

AFFIDAVIT.  

I, No. 540939 Staff-Sergeant.Fitter CORNELIUS SMITH, 
107 R.H.A., attached to the Garrison, Royal Artillery, 
Corporation Oaks, Nottingham, and now residing at 68 Rossington 
Road, Nottingham, make oath and say as follows :- 

1. I was captured at Gazala in North Africa on the 6th June 
1942 and was taken to a camp near Tripoli, leaving for Italy 
on 1st August and arriving at Naples in the evening of 4th 
August 1942. 

2. At Naples we wore de-loused, given a packet of biscuits 
and a tin of bully beef each and put on the train for Capua 
Camp No.66. 

3. At Capua conditions were an improvement on what we had 
known in North Africa. The food was about the same but it 
seemed more filling. The Italians paid us 1 lire a day, 
which they mostly recovered by selling us rotten apples. We 
got one Red Cross parcel between five men twice a week. 
Before we left, they issued us with some clothing of a mixed 
kind . Greek jackets, Italian pantaloons, white or green shirts 
and rag socks. Boots were also issued but I did not get a 
pair. 

4. We were in the old ()amp at Capua before the building of the 
new one and lived under canvas. Owing to the position of this 
camp, we were twice flooded out, having over a foot of water in 
the tents in which we had to stay. 

• 
5. The Italians in charge were very unfriendly and were rough 

and brutal to the prisoners. The Italian officer who was 
second in command, however, whose name I do not know, was 
quite decent to us. He once gave me two packets of cigarettes 
when I had got my men out to roll-call promptly and smartly. 

I was in charge of a group of 90 men. I remember being 
asked by four of the sergeants, who names I do not recall to 
forward a complaint of the Italians in the cookhouse eating 
our rations. I put this forward to the camp leader, Sergeant-
Major Hallsworth, who, I think, was of the Green Howards, but 
he could not get anything done. 

6. The food was inadequate and with many others, I suffered 
from malnutrition. In October 1942 I saw the English medical 
officer, who told me I was ill and to report two days later. 
On that day, however, we were moved to Camp No.53 at kacerata 
and I did not see him again. 

SWORN at 14, Fletcher Gate in the 
City of Nottingham this 28th day of 

Lay 1945 
Before me, 

C. °ROCKFORD 
A Commissioner for Oaths. 

C. SMITH 
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IN THE MATTER OF THE ILL-TREAT) ENT 
OF PRISONERS OF WAR AND bRFACHES OF 
TI GENEVA CONVENTIONS 1929 AT CAMP 
No.68 AT OAPUA from AUGUST TO 
OCTOBER 1942. 

(dopy 

AFFIDAVIT 

of 

Staff-Sergeant-Fitter CORNELIUS 
SMITH 

TME TREASURY SOLICITOR. 
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IP 	WTFE MATTER OF : 

The ill-treatment of British Prisoners of War 
and breaches of the Geneva Conventions 1929 	2485 
at Camp No.A8 at Capua between August and 
October 1042 

AFFIDAVIT 

I, No. 1893388 Driver HARnLn JAMES HOUSE, R.7. of 121 Oakfield 
Road, Stapleford, Nottinghamshire, make Oath and say as follows: 

1. • I was captured at Tobruk on the 22nd June 104`? anl was taken to 
Italy, arriving  at Brindisi in August 1942. After two days at 
Brindisi I was taken to Camp No.AA at Capua where I remained until 
the end of September or beginning  of October, when I went to Camp 
No.87 at Benevento. 

2. The oonditions in Camp No.88 were bad. The prisoners were 
terribly overcrowded and were accommodated in so-called tents made 
of Italian ground-sheets which leaked in wet weather. We were 
issued each with one massive blanket which I think came through the 
British Red cress. 

3. On my arrival at the camp all my English money was taken from 
me on the official search. I was given a receipt for it, but never 
saw it again. 

4. For food we had the usual skilly, 100 grammes only of bread, 
a small piece of cheese (or once a week a small piece of meat) and 
perhaps once a week a piece of fruit. We suffered badly from 
malnutrition and I lost weight. 

5. The water supply was very poor, being  turned on only for 
short times and at particularly awkward times, e.g. in the middle of 
the night. It was not uncommon to have to stay up at night in 
order to get a wash. The sanitation was of continental or Italian 
type and flushed with the water that had been used for washing. 

8. 	The Italian personnel wore not unduly hostile, apart from one 
officer whose name I do not know, but who had a carbuncle on the 
back of his neck, who was rough and kicked the prisoners. I was 
myself kicked by him on one occasion. 

7. 	No clothing was issued at this camp and we had only our desert 
kit. We got Red Cross parcels as a rule three times a week, one 
parcel to five men. 

8, 	On one occasion, I do not remember the date, a number of us 
were inoculated in the buttock with what appeared to be an agricul-
tural pump of a type that would be used to inject largo animals. 
We were all completely knocked out for ten days, but were made to 
attend roll-call where men frequently fainted. I was so weak and in 
such pain that at one time I was not able to stand and could only 
crawl if I had to go to the latrines. We were Injected with some 
brown fluid but we never discovered what itaas or what the inocula-

tion was for. Some three weeks later, swabs were taken for 
diphtheria. There were a number of suspected cases which were 
isolated. The Italian medical officers took no notic6 whatever of 
oases of dysentery. 

SWORN at 14 Fletcher Gate in the) 
city of Nottingham this 9th day ) 

June 1945

)  

Before me, 

H.J. HOU87. 

A ao-nmiesioner for Oaths. 
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IN THE MATTER OF: 

The 111-treatment of British 
Prisoners of War and breaches 
of the Geneva Conventions 
1929 at Canp No. AA at Capua 
between August and October 1942 

AFFIDAVIT 

- of - 

Driver H.J. HOUS7 

TRFASURY SOLICITOR. 
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IN THE MATTER OP 
	 248`i 

The ill-treatment of British prisoners 
of War and breaches of the Geneva 
Convention 1929 at Oamp No. AO at Oapua 
during the period August 1942 to 
September 1943 

•••=mmemm• 

I, EDWARD SENIOR, No. 4123942 Royal Army Ordnance 
Corps, formerly 2nd Battalion Cheshire Regiment, now at 14 
A.F.V. Depot, Rainford, near St. Helena, Lancash ire, and with 
a permanent address at 48 Gaerwen Street, Kensington, 
Liverpool 7, make Oath and say as follows :- 

1. I was taken prisoner on 31st May 1942 at Knightsbridge. 
After passing through transit stations in North Africa I 
was brought to Naples early in August 1942. From Naples we 
were sent on the day of arrival to Carp No.P6 at Oapua, 
arriving, I think, about the 5th or 6th August 1942. 

2. At Oapua the conditions were a bit better than in 
North Africa. We were still very overcrowded. Sanitary 
oonditions were bad to begin with, but improved later. We 
had two meals of a sort a day, having meat once a week, 
bread, I think 250 grammes for the main meal, and okilly 
which was little but water for the second meal. 

3. The Italians gave some of us long underpants at this 
camp, but otherwise we only had our desert kit. 

4. There was a great deal of dysentery and skin diseases 
from the conditions under which we had to live. I was 
at Oapua for about three months. 

SWORN at 14 Castle Street, ) 
Liverpool this lath day of 
April 1945 

EDWARD SENIOR. 

Before me, 
IV. H. PEMBERTON. 

A Oommiesioner for oaths. 
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IN THE MATTER OF : 

The ill-treatment of British 
prisoners of War and breaches 
of the Geneva Convention 1929 
at Camp No. 88 at Oapua 
during the perl.od August 1942 
to September 1941 

AFFIDAVIT 

- of 

Private EDWARD SENIOR 

THE TREASURY SOLICITOR. 
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TN THE MATTER OF : 

The ill-health of Prisoners of War and breaches 
of the Geneva Conventions, 1929, at Camp No. 86 
at Oapua for the period from 20th October 1942 
to 22nd November 1942 

AFF/DAVIT 

I, No. 913775 Lance-Corporal ROY ALL7NBY BARTELL of London 
District Provost Company (0.7,T.P.) Chelsea Barracks, London, 
S.W.1. with a home address at 8 Lambton Terrace, Primrose, 
Jarrow-on-Tyne, County Durham, make Oath and Bay as follows:- 

1. 	I was captured at Tobruk on 15th June 1942. I was taken 
(via Dorm) to Tarhuna where I arrived between 21st and 25th 
Juno. I remained there about three weeks and I wan then 
transferred to Suani Ben Adem. I left the latter camp early 
in October 1942, and I wan shipped (via Tripoli) to Naples. 
I arrived at Naples on the 20th October 1942 and was sent to 
Camp n0.66 at Capua the same day. On 22nd November 1942, I 
was transferred to Camp No.53, Maoerata. 

2, 	There were either two or three compounds at Oapua. The 
compound I was in contained about 20 huts, none of which 
housed more (but each of which perhaps housed lean) than 100 
men. In my but there were only about 85 men. In the compound 
adjoining mine, prisoners of war slept in tents. 

3. The Huts in my compound were approximately 75 ft. by 15ft. 
We slept in two-tier-beds and were each issued with either 
one very large blanket or two smaller blankets. Lice were 
not very prevalent in my time and one could get deloused if 
one no wished. There was no heating supplied whilst I was 
at this camp. 

4. I, and others, arrived at the camp in a K.D. shirt and 
shorts. About two days after arrival, clothing was issued by 
the Italians. Those in need of them got boots. I received 
a pair of pantaloons, a pair of cotton underpants, an 
Italian jacket, an Italian forage cap, a pair of rag socks 
and putties. I (as, I believe, did others) also received a 
great-coat of sorts. No Red Crone clothing was issued to 
my knowledge whilst I was at this camp. 

5. The food supplied by the Italians at Camp No.88 was very 
poor. If it had not been for the Red Cross parcels (which 
we received at the rate of one per man per week) we should 
have starved. We got a cup of ersatz coffee (made, I think, 
of acorns,) in the early morning, and, apart from that, only 
one meal consisting of a pint of macaroni or soup, a four-
or five-ounce loaf and about half an ounce of cheese. 
Once a week there was moat in place of the cheese, but this 
was put in the soup. 

6. The water supply in my compound consisted of eight taps, 
the water being turned on twice a day for about an hour. 
One always had to queue to wash by the taps but one had quite 
frequent opportunities of a hot shower and dieinfestation. 
The sanitary arrangements in my compound consisted of holes in 
a concrete floor which were flushed out each morning. 
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7. There was a great deal of skin disease in the camp, and 
also dysentery, particularly among men who had come from 
Benghazi: but the dysentery oases were moved out to hospital 
fairly soon. The camp hospital was run by a British staff 
and medioal officer with an Italian officer in charge, and my 
impression is that this hospital was frequently short of 
medical supplies. 

8. The Italian personnel of the camp were not unfriendly. 
They appeared to be rather elderly men or unfit, and mostly 
le0t us alone. There were carabinieri on the main gate, but 
apart from occasional rounds of inspection we did not see 
much of them. 

9. The only exercise we got was in the camp iteelf. We 
were not allowed out for marches. 

10. There wore two roll-calls a day and these did not 
usually last for more than 10 minutes at the outside. 

11. Taking the camp as a whole, I do not consider that it 
was too bad, compared with others. This was, I think, 
largely thanks to the influence and activities of our camp 
leader, R. 3.M. Burgess. 

	

12, 	I did not witness any acts of violenoe of note, 
°omitted against prisoners of war, at this Camp. 

SWORN by the said ROY ALLENBY ) 
BARTELL at 2/3 The Sanctuary ) 
in the City of Westminster this) 
18th day of June 1945 

ROY ALLENBY BARTELL. 

Before me, 
OHARLES T. HOLLAND. 

A Commissioner for Oaths, 
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IN THE 1.ATTER 3L 

The ill-treatment of Dritisll Prisoners of war 
and breaches of the Geneva Conventions, 1929, 
at Camp No.66 at Capua during the period of 
September 1941 to Larch 1943. 

AFFIDAVIT.  

I, WILLIA;L SMILEY, Sergeant No. 2928641 at present 
at 11th Infantry Holding battalion Cameron Company 
Strathpeffer Hotel, Strathpeffer, XosEe.ehire N., and with 
a permanent address at 33 Ringham Road Ir3WiCh, Suffolk, 
make oath and say as follows :- 

J. 	On the 29th November 1942 I was taken prisoner in the 
Tunic Area, North Africa, and after an interval of some 
gours was flown to Naples and thence sent on to Camp No.66 
at Capua 

2. 	I was at Camp No.66 at Capua from the let or 2nd 
December 1942 until the end of larch 1943. The conditions 
there wore as follows. During the first three weeks the other 
ranks were housed in tents made of rough ground-sheets 
buckled tOgether, some of which were so old that they could 
not keep the weather out: they were terribly overcrowded, 
20 in each tent: they were all very filthy and verminous. 

As to sanitation, there was none in the proper sense of 
the term, merely holes in the ground. 

As to food, we had 250 grammes of bread per day: 
a quarter of a pint of coffee each morning: a pint of very 
thin soup with a little vegetable - it was not even 
what is usually understood by skilly . one ladle of macaroni 
in the evening with, usually but not always, a very small 
piece of meat. A fit man could Just exist on it, but many 
of the prisoners of war were very reduced in health when they 
arriced from North African camps and for them the food 
ration at the said camp at Capua resulted in cases of 
mal-nutrition. 

Consequently there were many oases of disease - chiefly 
dysentery and desert sores. 

Ac to medical arrangements, they wore quite inadequate 
to the conditions. I did not experience this myself, but I 
was told by many others who had to go sick (I remember 
particularly Sergeant McClellan, 2nd Paratroop Battalion, 
let brigade, now, I believe, at Depot School Airborne Forces, 
Chesterfield Derby) but nothing was done in all cases of 
dysentery or desert sores beyond allowing them to go into a 
small infirmary at the camp where the food ration was slightly 
better, but they had to leave before they recovered to make 
room for more urgent cases and their nypgrt was that there 
seemed to be little or no real medical equipment or supplies. 

As to clothing, during the winter months many of the 
prisoners of war were very illolad: only a pair of desert 
shorts and a singlet and boots utterly worn out. The Italians 
supplied them with nothing. If it had not been for Red Cross 
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parcels many would have suffered sever-Ay from exposure. 
All tho above applies to the first three weeks during my 
stay at the said camp at Capua. 

3. 	At the end of my first three weeks at the said camp 
I was moved to a different cantonment at the same camp some 
300 to 400 yards away from where I was first placed. Here 
the conditions wore somewhat better. Huts were provided; 
the sanitary arrangements, however, were no better and the 
food ration was the same and there was no improvement in 
the medical arrangements or clothing supply. 

SWORN by the said WILLIAL :31JELEI ) 
at Dingwall in the County of Ross ) 	WILLIAM 3UNLEY Sgt. 
Cromarty this eifteenth day of ) 

June 1945 

before me, 

h.T.D. DILSON ANDERSON, 
Notary Public. 
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IN THE MATTER OF 

The ill-treatment of British prisoners of 
War and breaches of the Geneva Conventions 
1929 at Camp No.RA at Capua in November 1942 

AFFIDAVIT 

I, ,70. 7520231 Private HUB11 RT WILLIAM PRICE, Army Catering 
Corps, now at 17 Battalion R.A.O.C. Thoresby Park Camp, near 
011orton, Nottinghamshire, and with a permanent address at 
40 Tomkineon Drive, Kidderminster, Woroeutershire, make Oath 
and say as follows :- 

1. I was taken prisoner at Tobruk on 21st June 1942. I was 
thence taken to Tmimi and later to Benghazi and from there was 
shipped to Italy and owing to a ruptured cartilage in the knee 
was sent to Caserta hospital and on recovery left there in 
November 1942 being sent on to Camp No.66 at Capua. 

2. I was at Cann No.66 at Capua for about 4 weeks during 
November 1942. 

The accommodation at this camp was very bad: there was 
great overcrowding - about 50 men to one but and extremely 
verminous. 

The sanitary conditions consisted merely of slit trenches. 

As to food - this was very poor and inadequate, with many 
cases of malnutritioh as a result. In consequence many 
diseases were rife, such as dysentery, desert sores and skin 
diseases. 

The medical equipment was quite inadequate. The Italian 
Command supplied nothing - our medical officers had to do what 
they could with Red cross parcels. 

3. On leaving Camp No.6(1  at Oapua, I was sent to Camp No.53 
at Macerata (Sforza Costa) where I stayed from December 1942 
to September 1943. 

SWORN at Mansfield in the ) 
County of Nottingham this 
first day of June 194 5 

H.T. PRICE 
Pte. 7520231 

Before me, 
JAM7S A. VALLANCE. 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 
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IN THE MATTER OF :- 
	 249b 

The ill-treatment of prisoners of War and 
breaches of the Geneva Conventions 1929 at 
Camp No. efl at Papua between December 1942 
and June 1941 

AFFIDAVIT 

I, No. 7343754 Private LYNDON HARRY HUGM33, R.A.M.C. 
now at No. 1 Depot, Boyce Barracks, Aldershot, Hants, and 
with a private address at 10 Bloomfield Terrace, Swansea, 
South Wales, make Oath and say as follows :- 

]. 	I was captured at Depienne, near Tunis, on 7rd December 
7442 by German troops. I was then attached to the Second 
Paratroop Battalion. 

2. After 7A hours in a barn,' was flown to Sicily, arriving 
at Syracuse on the evening of 4th September, and we were put 
into billets at Syracuse for the night. On the 5th December, 
we were flown to Naples, and were lodged in a shod in the 
aerodrome for twelve hours. 

3. At this point the Italians took over control of the 
prisoners. While the Germans were still in control, the 
Italians began to remove wrist watches, etc. from prisoners. 
The Germans made them give them back. When, however, the 
Italians did take over, they forthwith removed all watches 
and articles of any value at all. 

4. We were taken by lorry to Camp No. AA at Oapua, where 
we arrived on the 6th December 1942. 

5. The food supplied by the Italians at Oamp No. 86 was very 
poor. If it had not been for the Red arose parcels which we 
received at the rate of one between two men per week practi-
cally all the time, we should have starved. We got a cup of 
ersatz coffee, made, I think, of acorns, in the early 
morning, and apart from that only one meal, consisting of 
about a pint of macaroni or rice soup, a four or five-ounce 
loaf and about half an ounce of cheese. Once a week there 
was moat in place of the cheese, but this was put in the coup. 

A. 	No clothing of any kind was issued to me at this camp. 
I only had the battledress in which I had been captured. 
Later there was some Red Cross clothing available. 

7. 	An regards accommodation, we were in huts approximately 
75 feet by 15 feet, 120 per hut, and slept in two-tier 
bunks. We were very overcrowded. We were supplied with 
two blankets each, but one of these was removed in the 
summer. The huts were wooden ones, and were infested with 
lice and fleas, the Italians making no efforts at all to 
disinfest the huts or the men. There was no heating, and 
in the winter the men suffered a good deal from cold, 
especially thole captured in the desert, who hc1.1 only 
thr)ir desert kit. 
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9. 	For sanitation there were only open trenches, and the 
smell, particularly in summer was frightful. The trenches 
overflowed from time to time. 	The only cleaning was done 
by prisoners of war, and the contents of the trenohes were 
moved to a big pit and treated with lime. There was no 
water for sanitation. 

9. The water supply in the camp consisted of eight taps, 
the water being on twice a day for about an hour. The 
number for these taps was about five to 'ix thousand mon, 
and many gave up any attempt to wash. 

10. There was a great deal of skin disease in the camp, and 
also dysentery, particularly among men who had come from 
Benghati, but the dysentery cases were moved out to Caserta 
Hospital fairly soon. The camp hospital was run by British 
staff and medical officer, with an Italian officer in charge, 
and I was told (I do not know the name of my informant) 
that they were always short of medical supplies. 

11. The Italian personnel of the camp were anti-British, 
but were not unduly rough. They appeared to be rather 
elderly men or unfit, and mostly left us alone. There were 
oarabinieri on the main gate, but apart from occasional 
rounis of inspection we did not see much of them. 

12. The only exercise we got was in the camp itself. We 
were not allowed out for marches. 

13. Some time in February 1941 I was taken to Caserta 
Hospital, suffering from scabies, where I was for five weeks. 
I had had no treatment in the camp, nor did I get any treat-
ment when I came back, though I was not cured, but the 
condition finally cleared up under my own treatment. 

14. At the beginning of June 1943 I was moved to Camp No.70 
at Monturano. 

SWORN at Aldershot in the ) 

	

County of 	Hants this 31st 	L.H. HUGHES. 
day of May 1945 

Before me, 
J.T. OOGGINS. 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 
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1. AFFIDAVIT of Sub.Cdr. A. Amos sworn 18th August 1945. 

2. AFFIDAVIT of P/0 A.E. Deadman sworn 29th August 1945. 

3. AFFIDAVIT of A.B. E.L. bowers sworn 3rd Lay 1945. 

4. AFFIDAVIT of Pte. T. Henderson sworn 14th June 1945. 

6. AFFIDAVIT of Stkr. P.O. G.E. Sells sworn 31st Mali/ 1945. 

6. AFFIDAVIT of C.P.O. G.Lanham sworn 16th June 1945. 

7. AFFIDAVIT of arine A.D.J. Bagnall sworn 23rd August 1945. 

8. AFFIDAVIT of L/Cpl. A.A. Lazarus sworn 23rd August 1945. 

9. AFFIDAVIT of C.P.O. L.C.Hooton sworn 31st July 1945. 

10. AFFIDAVIT of Ldg. Stkr. W.H.J. Bindon sworn 23rd April 1946. 

11. AFFIDAVIT of R.S.M. C.H.burgess sworn 7th August 1945. 

12. AFFIDAVIT of 2/Lt. A.W. Evans sworn 14th June 1945. 

13. AFFIDAVIT of Pte. D.J. Corcoran sworn 25th June 1945. 

14. AFFIDAVIT of Capt. C.C. Ockleston sworn 25th June 1945. 

15. AFFIDAVIT of Capt. J.L. Alexander sworn 9th June 1945. 

18. AFFIDAVIT of Capt. T.Preacher sworn 21st June 1945. 

17. AFFIDAVIT of Captain G.B. Drayson sworn 30th July 1945. 

16. AFFIDAVIT of L/Opl. D.B. Spanswick sworn 13th June 1945. 

19. AFFIDAVIT of Pte. J. Lanagan sworn 13th June 1945. 

20. AFFIDAVIT of Sgt. W.H. Strachan sworn 22nd June 1945. 

21. AFFIDAVIT of Lt. R.F.C. Knight.bruce sworn 14th June 1945. 

22. AFFIDAVIT of Gdsmn. F.Lloyd sworn 12th June 1945. 

23. AFFIDAVIT of L/bdr. A.01 kalley sworn 9th June 1945. 

24. AFFIDAVIT of Stf.Sgt.Ftr. C. Smith, sworn 28th kay 1945. 

25. AFFIDAVIT of Pte. H.J.House, sworn 9th June 1945. 

26. AFFIDAVIT of Pte. E.Senior sworn 16th April 1945. 

27. AFFIDAVIT of L/cpl, R.A. Bartell sworn 18th June 1945. 

28. AFFIDAVIT of Sgt. W.Sunley sworn 15th June 1945. 

29. AFFIDAVIT of Pte. H.W. Price sworn let June 1945. 

L.H. Hughes sworn 31st 1_64 1945. 
30. AFFIDAVIT of Pte. 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 	 2498 
• 

(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (h) the probable defence ; 
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

If the evidence contained in the Affidavits is established 
it is clear that War Crime No.xxix Ill-treatment of Prisoners 
of War, has been committed. There is a considerable amount of 
evidence showing that little or no attempt can have been made to 
carry out the provisions of the Geneva Convention. The Articles 
of the Geneva Convention of which breaohes are alleged are 
indicated in the Particulars of Alleged Crime. In addition 

. assaults and physical ill-treatment are alleged. 

RESPONSIBILITY. The main responsibility must lie with Accused 
Nos.1, 2 and 3, successive Commandants, and Accused Nos. 4 and 5, 
the Adjutants. The Medical Officers, Accused Noe. 7 and 8, are 
mainly responsible for the lack of medical attention and supplies 
and Accused No.6 is partly responsible for the shortage of food 
and the poor accommodation. The medical officers are further 
responsible for the inadequate sanitation. The Accused No.9 are 
pririarily responsible for the assaults and their superior officers 
are indirectly responsible therefor. 

DEL'ENCES. As regards the general charges, all the accused may 
plead that they were limited by the shortage of supplies and 
equipment from other branches of the Italian army. It would be 
for them and particularly'for Accused Nos. 1 to 6 to establish 
that they had made every endeavour to improve the flow of supplies 
and that they had personally taken steps to alleviate the bad 
conditions of the camp. It would be for the medical officers 
accused Nos. 7 and 8 to answer the charges on the medical side 
and as regards sanitation and they would have to show that they 
had taken all proper steps both to increase the supply of equip. 
ment and to make the best possible use of what there was. As 
regards the assaults the soldiers concerned may plead the orders 
of their superior officers which would merely bring in those 
officers as indirectly responsible. The officers might plead 
that the guards exceeded their duty but would remain responsible 
for the general behaviour of the soldiers. 

COMPLETENESS oe CASE. It remains to identify the accused and 
confirm their names and enquiry to this end is proceeding. In 
the meantime there appears to be a strong prima facie case for 
all the accused to answer. 
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Registered Number. 

tei 6/4i 

Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

Z500 

ITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 

(l'or the, 	tilt ..ecretariat) 

UNITED KINGDOk 	.CHARGES AGAINST_ .... 	 ..... . 	..... ..WAR CRIMIN A I,S 

CASE No. UK4J/E  98 	* 

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

.1, 

(Not to be translated.) 

14   Lt. Colonel Lario BARELA or DAICIA. 	Commandant 
at the CP.nr.  
Cnlorel  Giuseppe 0 I,  Commandant at 	the Camp. 

3. Second in Command at 	the 	Camp. 	Namet _rank and-unit 
at present unknown. 

4. Captain Mario  CWOOE,  Adjutant—Interrreter at 	thp 

	Camp.. 
5. Senior  Medical Officer at the Qampl. Fames, 	ranka.anl 

) units at present 6. Guard who_maeoulted„Oapto. Finch 	. - unknown, 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

Over 4 prolonged and. undefined period, but at least 
from July 1942 to September 1943, at Camp  PeG.21 at 

Ohieti. 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

N  .xxix In.-treatment of urionera of war. 	 

Breaci-les of the Geneva Convention, 1929 (Prisoners of 
v;arl ... Artiales_2...11411.12.134.144.1.51138,443_and-n4. 	 

Under  English Laws. 
(a) -wounding with intent to le i7r177-.rou bodily harm or 
(.b)-Unlawful wounding, 	or (c) 4'..11-1t,  

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

Over a lonl periro., 't  rrnsent unletlinr?d, b,lt at least from 
July 1942 to 'September 7043, the said carp was conducted in an 
improper mannor, and contrary to the provisions of the Geneva 
Convention, 1929, relative to Prisoners ofVnr; 'nd in August or 
September 1943 a British Officer, Captain einch, was assAultee_ • 
and wounded by an Italir Co.r:rq, 	present, unidentified. 

TRANSMITTED 	BY ........................ ............... 

Insert serial number under which the case is registered in the files of the National Office of the accusing State. 

(29855) Wt.P 25" 4 5.00.) 5:45 A.& E. 	Gp.685 



Pew 2 

PARTICULARS OF ALLEGED CRIME 
2501 

During the said period the said Crimp 1.1!, conducted in an 
improper manner, and in particular in that :- 

1. The accommodation provided was inadequate an to heating, 
sanitation, hygiene and cleanliness. )hero vas gross over—crowding. 
rood, clothing water and medical supplies were inadequate, and 
canteen prices excessive, (Articles 2,10,11,12,13,14 and 15). 

2. Telegrams for the Red Cross, entrusted to Accused 	-2or 
deLwatch, did no leave the Carp (itrticle 3(3). 

5. Acoused j1).4 used to order excessive parades without rea3on, 
and oonduoted extensive searches amongst the personal effects of 
prisoners, leaving such effects in utter disorder. 

4. Oollsotive penalty of confinement to bungalows ,::ithout food 
was exacted (Articles 46 and t54). 

15. In about August or Sortembor 1943, during roll call which 
Aocused No.1 is believed to have attended, an Italian guard (at 
present unidentified) 3truck a Jritish prisoner (Qartain einch) 
over the head with 	sutt n d 'wounded him. Thici assault 
is believed to have been corrittod when Orrtain Finch stopped forward 
to intervene bet;To(Ji an Italian guard and anothor prisoner (Articles 

and 46). 



250'4 
IN THE MATTER OF: 

The ill-treatment of British prisoners of war and breaches 

of the Geneva Convention at Camp N0.21 at Chioti during the 
year from about 4th August 1942 to  about 4th August 1943 

AFFTOAVTT 

I . CRARLS NAPPiTt CRISS. Captain Instruotor, The Worcesterehire 
Regiment, at preoent eeraing in the Sth En. Wore. Regt. Orickhowall, 
South Wales, with permanoet address at Spring Grove, Penarth, 

South Walez, make Oath and say as follows :- 

	

1. 	I was taken prisonee at .nightebridge, Libya, on 14th June 1942. 
I was taken to camps at Derna, Bare°, and Benghazi in North Africa 
and thence reached Camp re.75 at Bari on 21st June 1942. I was kept 
as prisoner of war at Camp no.75 at Bari for about seven weeks until 
about the 4th August 1942 and wan from there sent on to Camp No.21 
at Chieti. 

I was prisoner of war at carp No.21  at Chieti from about 4th 
August 1942 until about 4th august 1943. 

The management and conditions there were shocking. 

The accommodation was very bad: terribly overcrowded. In the 
bungalow in which I was living the sanitary conditions were utterly 
inadequate; the latrines or a sort had no flushing and the stench 
waa appalling. we hail to take it in turns to live in the room 
which was nearest to it. 

Water ware extremely short. 

Food was very scarce. The Officers' ration of bread was 150 
grammes per day, i.e. one roll, (the other ranks he.. 200 nes:lames 
because they worked), two small pieces of eheese and one piece of 
most per week and one ladle of ekilly twice a day. Red Croas parcels 
were issued occasionally: 1 am sure there was a lot of pilfering. 

As to clothing it was a case of inhuman neglect. All the tiro 
I was there even through the depth of winter when the cold was 
severe, I was left with my desert coat only, one nhirt, one pair of 
shorts, and I was bare-footed because my desert boots were worn out 
There was no heating in the camp. We had two blankets at night and 
had to go about with one wrapped about one and the other round one's 
shoulders during the day. A colonel was among those of my regiment 
who went bare-Pooted. 

In consequence, illnesses of all kinds wore rife: dysentery, 
jaundice, sores and Wain troubles, and all the coneeluences of 
malnutrition and eToeure. 

The medical arrangements were one small lea pital run by ore 

Italian medical officer asoieted by Allied medicel officers but the 
accommodation, condition, equipment and supplies were utterly 
inadequate. 

Ao to the personnel responsible Ieanrot at preeent eive tan 
7enannt; 	s name of the    	W.J  one, Croce. The saiA 

Oroce and. all nee() in control wore very anti-Britich ari did 
absolutely nothing to alleviate the eufforira;. '=voce went furter 
and did all he could to increase it by 	eestrietIons ae holding 
back the mail. 

	

3. 	on or about the 4th Au 6leee lotia I was removed to oarrp No .12 at 
Bologna where I etayea 30M.3 six weeks until he fxmistice ia 
September 1943 

ewePai at abergavenny in the ) 
County of V,onmouth this 19th) 	CHARL73 	OR0a:1 
day of Jul-r 1945 

Before me, 
141/74 

A Commissioner for Oai;he. 
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IN THE MATTER OF : 

The 111-treatment of British 
prisoners of war and breaohos 
of the Geneva Conventions 1929 
at Camp N0.21 at Ohieti during 
the year from about 4th August 
1942 to about 4th August 1943 

AFFIDAVIT 

- of - 

Captain Instruotor 0.N. CROSS 

THE TREASURY SOLICITOR. 
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IN THE MATTER OF :- 

The ill-treatment of British prisoners of war 
and breaches of the Geneva Conventions 1929 at 
Camp No.21 at Chieti during the period 5th 
August 1942 to 24th September 1943 

AFFIDAVIT 

THOMAS JOSEPH O'BRIEN, Lieutenant R.E. No. P/168958 
now at C.R.E. Flagstaff Road, Colchester, Essex, and with a 
permanent address at Kincora House, Galley Wood, near Chelmsford, 
Essex, make Oath and say as follows.:- 

1. On 29th June 1942 I was taken prisoner south of Daba, 
North Africa, and taken to Camps at Mersa Matruh, Tobruk, 
Derna and Benghazi and thence flown to Italy, reaching Bari 
about 10th July 1942, and leaving there about. 5th August 1942 
when I was sent to Camp No. 21 at Chieti. 

2. I was prisoner of war at Camp No.21 at Chieti from the 
5th August 1942 to the 24th September 1943. There were three 
Commandants of this Camp during that period, so far as I am 
aware. / cannot remember the names of the first two Commandants, 
but the name of the third was Colonel Masai. 

The conditions at this Camp during the said period were 
very bad indeed. 

It was terribly overcrowded. The water supply was bad: 
and during the winter from October 1942 onwards the issue of 
Red Cross parcels was irregular: many were left without 
clothing except the rags which they had on, which were merely 
remnants of desert kit, consisting of a shirt and shorts. 
No winter clothing was issued until the 24th January 1943. 
Meanwhile the resulting diseases were very numerous, and there 
was a great deal of jaundice and illnesses resulting from 
chills and exposure. 

So far as medical arrangements'were concerned, the Italian 
Command was entirely non co-operative. Our own medical officers 
had to do the best they could. There was a definite Fascist 
attitude amongst all the Italian Command. A very bad influence 
was a Captain Croce who was interpreter. He was a violent 
Fascist and did his best to add to our discomfort. 

SWORN at Coloheater in the  
County of Essex this 28th ) ) 	T.J. O'BRIEN. `rapt. R.E. 
day of June 194 5 

Before me, 
J.N.P_. MORTON. 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 
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IN TM MATTER OF : 

The ill.treatment of British 
prisoners of war and breaches of 
the Geneva Conventions 1929 at 
Camp No.21 at Chiet1 during the 
period 5th August 1942 to 24th 
September 1943 

AFFIDAVIT 

- of - 

Lieut. T.J. O'BRIEN 

TH TR17;A:.-ORY SOLICITOR. 
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Aft 	 250b 
IN THE MATTTRS OF : 

(a) The ill-treatment of British prisoners of war and 
breaches of the Geneva Convention 1929 at Camp No.75 
at Bari in 1942; 

(b) The ill-treatment of British prisoners of war and 
breaches of the Geneva Convention 1929 at Camp No.21 
at Chieti during the period July 1940 to September 1943 

British National Office Charge: UK - I/B 42 
UK - I/B A/12. 

AFFIDAVIT 

I, Lieutenant WILLIAM MAGSW7 (74402) of 6 T.B.R.7., Preston, 
with permanent home address at 3 Medhurst Road, Benton, 
Northumberland, make Oath and say as follows :- 

1. On June 30th 1942 I was captured between Mersa Matruh and 
Fuka whilst serving with 233 Field Company, 50 Division. The 
first night I was taken to Mersa Matruh P.O.W. Cage which was 
run by Germans. There was sufficient room in the compound but no 
water. The next day we were taken to Tobruk aerodrome where we 
stayed another day. Whilst here we we;FrEgFided over to the 
Italians and guarded by Italian native troops. 

2. The next day we moved to Derna and stayed one more night and 
then moved to Barce. I stayed at this P.O.W. Cage for three 
weeks. The accommodation at the camp was sufficient but it was 
infested with lice, water supply was short, the rations were 
inadequate and the latrines merely consisted of holes in the 
ground. They were infested by flies. 

3. From Barce I was taken to Benghazi aerodrome and flown to 
Italy landing at Leone 	I stayed the night here and the following 
day I was sent to Bari by train. 

4. I was at Bari P.O.W. Camp from June 1942 to approximately 
20 July 1942. The accommodation at this Cat') was hopelessely 
overcrowded and the rations were very poor. It was at this Camp 
that we began to feel the pinch. During the three weeks I was 
there we had three issues of Red Cross parcels each time to be 
divided amongst ton of un. The medical services were very bad 
due to our medical officers having no supplies. There were 
numerous cases of desert sores and dysentery. During my stay 
at this Camp I did not see or hear of any cases of ill-treatment 
of Ps.O.W. in so far as officers were concerned and I know of 
no oases in respect of O.R's because we were in a separate 
compound. The only Italian officer at the Camp I came in contact 
with was an Alpine Major who appeared to try deliberately to 
make the lives of prisoners unhappy. An an example he would 
purposely keep those on parade standing much longer than was 
necessary. 

5. On leaving Bari I was sent to Chieti where/ stayed until 
23rd September 1943. One Italian officer who ntando out in my 
mind at this Camp is an officer who was Adjutant and Interpreter 
named (rose. 	This officer appeared to be the power behind the 
Commandant Celonelo Massey. Crone was particularly nasty to 
Ps.o. w. He would order parades five or six times a day for no 
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reason at all and conduct extensive searches leaving the rooms in 
complete disorder and in many case cutting open mattresses, 
haversacks and other private possessions. On his instructions all 
tins sent in Red arose parcels were opened before issue. He was 
a keen Fascist and violently anti-British. At this camp also 
there was hopeless overcrowding and Et one time there were 
1,200 officers in a square of 300 metres. The water supply was 
inadequate and was less than three pints per day for all purposes. 
Until Red arose clothing arrived in January 1943 no clothing was 
issued to un and during the winter we were clad in khaki drill. 
The rations were inadequate and had it not been for Red Cross 
parcels we should have starved. One day we were locked up in the 
bungalows all day and were not given any food at all because they 
alleged someone had stolen a hammer. 

R. 	This camp was taken over by the Germans in September 1943 
and I was then moved to Sulmona by lorry. I stayed at Sulmona 
about a week and was then entrained for Germany. I escaped from 
the train and ultimately joined the Allied Forces in June 1944 
north of Sora. 

SWORN at 6 Spring Gardens, in the) 
City of Westminster this 11th day) W. MAGSON. Lieut. R.E. 
of May 1945 

Before .me, 
F.J. JONES. 
Major Legal Staff 

Military Department, Judge Advocate 
General's Office, London. 
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IN THE MATTER OF :- 

The ill-treatment of British prisoners of war and 
breaches of the Geneva Conventions 1929 at Camp 
No.21 at Ohieti during the period August 1942 to 
May 1943 

AFFIDAVIT 

I, WILFRID PRICE, Barrister-at-Law, now acting as 
Temporary Assistant to His Majesty's Procurator-General and 
Treasury Solicitor, Storey's Gate, Westminster, and with a 
permanent address of 5, Paper Buildings, Temple, London, 
E.C.4. make Oath and say as follows :- 

1. Sinoe the summer of 1944 up to the date hereof, I have 
been engaged;  inter anti, in the preparation of evidence on 
Italian war orimes, and in the course thereof, on or about 
the 23rd February 1945, I interviewed No. 160178 Lieutenant 
Erio Alfred Lawton, Worcestershire Regiment, then at 23rd 
Infantry Holding Battalion, Ross-on-Wye, Herefordshire, and 
with a permanent address at 39, Bernard Road, Edgbaston, 
Birmingham 17, and made notes of his evidence regarding the 
charges herein. The said notes were read over to him and he 
agreed that he would swear to an Affidavit embodying the same. 

2. I drew up an Affidavit embodying the evidence of the 
said officer from the said notes and a copy of such affidavit 
is exhibited hereto and marked "W.P.1" . I sent the said 
affidavit by letterdated the 18th March 1945 to the said 
officer for swearing: it was, however, returned by his 
Commanding Officer who informed the Treasury Solicitor by 
letter dated the 24th May 1945 that the said Officer had been 
killed in aotion on the 8th April 1945. A copy of the latter 
letter is exhibited hereto and marked "W.P.2". 

SWORN at 1 Mitre Court Buildings,) 
Temple in the City of London 
	

WILFRID PRICE. 
the 29th day of June 1945 

Before me, 
HERBERT W. KNOCKER. 

A Comminsionor for Oaths. 
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IN TH7 MATTER Or' : 

The 111—treatment of British 
prisoners of war and breaches 
of the Geneva Conventions 1929 
at Camp N0.21 at Ohieti during 
the period August 1942 to 
May 1943 

AFFIDAVIT 

Of - 

WILFRID PRIOT 

THE TREASURY SOLICITOR. 



0 
• .a 

rl 

0  
6 0 • 

• 

• 

LT T1{ 
	 2510 

The i_ll-treatmmrn of British prisoners of wft.r 
anl breaches of tho Genova Conventiona 122'' at 
Ca-1  r-). 75 at Bari in July 1242. 

B. The ill-treat,lent of British prisoners of war 
and broaehes of the Geneva Convontions 1920 at 
lamp No, 21. at Chioti durtn thy; period Auguot 
1942 te 'lay 1241. 

C.  The murder of Pilot Officer outorbridge at a 

railway station near Rimini on`'ay let 1043 

AFFIDAVIT 

A. 

1. 

I, ?;RTC 	 LA7PON, No. 19017R, Lieutenant 

Worceatlrshire Reginont, now at 21rd Infantry Holding 

Battalion, Rous-on-Wye, Herefordshire, and with a permanent 

address at 79, Bernard Road, :Igbasten, Birmingham 17, 

rlake Oath and say as follows :- 

On the 21st June 1942 I was taken Prisoner at Tobruk, 
and from there wan tal:en to a camp at 	thonco to 
Lecci, both in North Africa, and was then shipped to Italy 

and taken to Camp 7o. 75 at B.!ri. I was there for about 

three weeks in July 1942. During the time when I Wa3 in 

this camp the following incident occurred. 

It wan roll call. I wan about fifty yards from the 

incident in question. The Italian guards, some twenty of 

them, marched through the parade. One of our prisoners 

of war tripped one of the guards. 	It may have been 

intentional. The guard slashed round with his rifle 

and hit another man (not the one who did the tripping), and 

several others were hit in a similar way. 

I wan sent on to Camp No. 21 at Chieti in August 1942. 

2 a 	 was at Camp No. ffl at Chioti from August 1042 to 

10th May 1943. 

The conditions in this camp during that period were 

very had. There wan gr,,at overcrowding. The sanitation was 

bad.. There wan very little water. 

As to food. - This was in very short supply; only the 
Red Cross parcels saved us from slow starvation. 

No clothing was provided: we wore left to go through 

the winter with only our desert kit, which consisted of 
a shirt and shorts. 

The Italian Officer, who really acted like a Commandant, 

was a Captain Interpreter called Croce. Ho wan a violent 
Fascist, very anti-Britioh, and would do nothing to roliovo 
our privations. Ho would not oven hand on requests or 

complaints to his superiors. 

the 
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On ay 1st 104' I was sent fro:1 the said cam at 

Chieti to a camp, No. 49, ,A Pontanellato (Parma) by train. 
The distance was come 200 miles. The train stopped at a 
small station near Rimini 	I think the name of the station 
was Castell-something. There is a castle on a hill nearby. 
I Was travelling in the same copartnont as Pilot Officer 
OuterbriJgo, when he expressod his intention of jumping the 
train. He first attempted to jump out whilst the train was 
stationary in a small station, but the other officers in the 
compartment - five in all - pulled him back as ho had his feet 
on the table by the window, and he would certainly have been 
shot boforo he got away from the train. Imediately after 
this the guard by the window left his seat and stood in the 
corridor, whilst another guard took his place. This first 
guard, Papantonio Guisoppe, born at Foggio in 1910, father 
Raffaele Papantonio, hal realised that Outerbridge intended 
to escape,, and fearing that ho might be assaulted, changed 
places, and told no one what had occurred. 

I speak fluent Italian, and learned all this later on 
when the Senior Italian Officer questioned Papantonio and 
severely reprimanded him for not reporting the first incident, 
and thus preventing bloodshed. After this we all thought 
that Outerbridge would wait until nightfall, but just as the 
train was pulling out of a small station near Rimini Outer-
bridge leapt on the table, after a slight scuffle pushed the 
guard by the window aside, jumped out of the train, and ran 
down the platform. The train, which was hardly moving, 
stopped almost immediately. Papantonio made no attempt to 
stop Outerbridge from jumping from the window, but ran dpwn 
the corridor and jumped out. Whether he fired the shot that 
brought Outerbridge down I am unable to say, but Outerbridge 
fell at a distance of 40 yards from the train, and being 
unable to rise put his hands up. I then saw Papantonio 
deliberately fire four or five shots at Outerbridge as he lay 
on the platform. Outerbridge was carried on to the train 
where he died five minutes later. Ills body was taken off the 
train at Rimini, where we were told he was to be buried. 

I re,ained at the said camp at Fontanollato until the 
Armistice, 8th September 1943 when I escaped, and on the 
25th October 1943 I got across the lines and joined the 

Fifth Army. 

SWORN at 

in the 	of 
this 	day of 	 1945) 

Before me, 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 
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IN. Ti   : 

A. Tho 111-treatnt (' British 
prisoners of war and br- 
of the Gonova conventions 1929 
at Camp No.75 at lirtri in 
July 1942. 

B. The ill-treatment of British 
priaonere of war rind breaches 
of the Geneva Conventions 1929 
at Canp No.21 at Chioti during 
the period August 1?4C to May 
1943. 

C. The murder of Pilot ()Moor 
Outorbridge at a railway 
station noar Rimini on May lot 
1943 

AFFIDAVIT 

- of - 

Lieutenant 	LAWTON 

....1■■•■••■ 	-.1111...•-■■•■■•16.. ..1■■•■•• 

TR7ASURY SOLICITOR. 



ire h' 
thi s sh 

2513 

12th Bn. The Devonshire Regiment, 
Bulfor I Barracks, 

alisbury, 
Wi 1 ts 

Mth May, 1045. 

Dear Sir, 

Italian War Crimes 

Reference your letter of the 16 March, 1045, 

addre333d to Lieut. E.A.LAWTON of the Worcestershire Regt., 

enclosing an Affidavit on the above subject to be signed by 

him. I regret having to inform that this officer was killed 

in action on Ath April, 1045. 

I am returning the unsimed ,locuments to you herewith. 

yours faithfully, 

( ? ) 

Major. 

The Treasury Solicitor, 
Storey' s Gate, 
St. James's Park, 
London, S. W. 1 . 



IN TH7 MATTTR OF : 2514 

The unlawful wounding of Captai.r. Finch (12th or 13th 
Frontier Regiment or P.iflea, Indian Army) towards 
the end of August or the bed inninP: of September 1943 
at Camp No. 21 at chieti. 

AFFIDAVIT 

I, No. *17130, Captain ROLLO TDWARD CRUWY3 PRI07, South Wales 
Borderers, attaohed 1e1 Inf. R.M.C. 0.0.T.U., of :.one aarracks, 
Aldershot, with permanent aJdrees, C/o Mefmrs. Glyn Mills & Co. 
(Holts Branch) 5O Charing Cross, London, make Oath and say as 
follows :- 

1. I was taken prisoner of war by the German 90th Light Division 
on 1Sth June 1942 between Tobruk and Gambut Aerodrome. I was 
evacuated to Benghazi via 71 Adam and 7;erna, and was thence 
flown to Lecce where I remained overnight. The next day I was 
entrained for Camp o. 75, Bari, where I arrived on 24th or 25th 
June 1942. On or about the 3rd August 1942 I was transferred to 
Camp No. 21, Chiefly arriving t'rere the following day. 

2. Towards the end of August or the beginning of September 1943, 
I was on an extra roll-call parade at this camp. The Camp 
Commandant was a plump, short unpleasant man, whose name I do not 
know. I believe he was on parade at the time of the incident next 
referred to. 

	

1. 	Some distance from me I saw a rifle butt lifted by an Italian 
guard. A prisoner of war, who was on the parade, was struck on the 
head. The other guards closed in, prepared for action. The 
injured prisoner of war was carried off the parade and when he 
passed me I saw that it was Captain Finch of the 12th (or 13th) 
Frontier Regiment (or Rifles), Indian Army. Finch was bleeding 
badly from the back of the head. I know nothing first hand of the 
circumstances which gave rise to this incident, but it was 
generally rumoured that Finch had stepped forward to intervene 
between a guard and another prisoner of war. 

	

4. 	Apart from this incident I know of no specific acts of 
violence worthy of mention which oecurred at Chieti while I was 
there, but the guards wore generally truculent and "butt 
conscious". 

was transferred to Camp No. 5. 	On or about 22nd September 1943, I 
7q, Sulmona. 

SVORN at Aldershot in the County 
of Banta this 2Rth day of 
September 1945 

Before me, 
C.P. WHITEH7A0. 

A Ccmmiseioner for oaths. 

R.F.C. PRICE. 
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IN THE kATTER OF :... 2516 

The ill..treatment of British Prisoners of War and 
breaches of the Geneva Convention, 1929 at Camp 
No.21 at Chieti during the period August 1942 to 
September 1943. 

AFFIDAVIT. 

I, RODNEY CHARLES WHEELER HILL, No. 108891, Lieutenant 
Royal Artillery, now at Composite Survey Battery, School of 
Artillery, Larkhill, Salisbury, Wiltshire, and with a permanent 
address at 298 Coulsdon Road, Old Coulsdon, Surrey, make oath 
and say as follows ;. 

1. I was taken prisoner at Tobruk on 21st June 1942. On 1st 
July 1942 I was flown across to Italy and was at Camp No.75 
at sari until about 3rd August 1942. I was then at Camp No.21 
at Chieti from about 4th August 1942 to about 24th September 
1943. Thence I went to Camp No.78 at Sulmona for two days and 
was then for about three weeks at the Italian Civil Hospital in 
Sulmona, whence I escaped on 9th October 1943, eventually 
crossing the lines on the 15th January 1944. 

2. The conditions in Camp No.21 at Chieti were, during the 
time I was there, very bad indeed. 

3. The Camp was considerably overcrowded. All the 
accommodation was in use and there were no rooms for study or 
recreation. The rooms were themselves over—crowded. This 
complaint, together with many other complaints, were reported 
on the visit of the Protecting Power in about April 1943. 

4. A report, which was drawn by an officer who had legal 
experience, was read out by the senior british Officer, Colonel 
Gray, to the representatives of the protecting power at a camp 
parade, at which the interpreter, Croce, was present. I believe 
tnat Colonel Gray's unit was the Gurkhas or possibly Sikhs, 
Indian Army. I believe this report was forwarded to England 
and that questions about it were asked in Parliament. 

5. The sanitation at the camp was disgraceful. The water 
supply was inadequate and the latrines were not flushed the 
whole time I was there. The smell was appalling. 

6. In the bungalow in which I was in the summer of 1943 we 
!lad water for about half an hour only morning and evening for 
washing. The next bungalow was sometimes without water 
altogether and had to share ours. This would mean about 400 
officers at that particular time. I believe conditions on 
the other side of the camp (three bungalows) was similar, one 
bungalow being frequently without water. 

7. Food, especially during the winter of 1942/3 was 
extremely scarce. During the winter for breakfast we got a 
cup of ersatz coffee, for lunch we had a bowl of thin watery 
vegetable soup with a handful of rice or macaroni thrown in, 
an ounce of cheese'or meat (5 days cheese, 2 days meat), 
150 grammes of bread (a roll about the size of a man's fist to 
begin with, but decreasing in size), for supper we got a bowl 
of the same thin soup. When the Red Cross parcels arrived we 
got food in them, which saved us from starvation. I do not 
think there was any pilfering from food parcels. 
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8. As regards Red Cross parcels, I should say that 
during the year I was there I averaged one parcel per fortnight. 
In the early part, that is the first four months, there were 
considerable gaps, but at that time we were able to get a 
good deal of fruit. 

9. The prices in the Camp Canteen were exorbitant. A deck 
chair cost about 200 lire, equivalent to nearly F,3 (the rate 
of exchange was 72 lire to the pound for us). One cardboard 
suitcase cost about 220 lire - O. A hand towel not much 
bigger than a handkerchief cost about 60 lire. Generally the 
prices were very high indeed. 

10. No provision was made by the Italian Authorities for 
clothing and there was very little in the Canteen. Before the 
Red Cross clothing arrived in January 1943, the Prisoners had 
only their desert kit, usually shirt, shorts, socks and boots, 
the boots being often considerably worn. I was fortunate to 
nave my greatcoat and two pairs of boots, but many of the 
Prisoners had only a blanket for cold weather and their boots 
were falling to pieces, or else they went barefoot or bought 
wooden sandals. 

11. There was no heating in the camp before March 1943, then 
one small stove was provided to heat a room which held 180 
officers and the officers had to try and find practically all 
their own fuel. We were provided with only two small blankets. 

12. As a result of the neglect there were many cases of 
disease - gastric trouble, jaundice, sores, impetigo and other 
skin troubles. The medical arrangements were so bad that 
eventually we were reduced to relying entirely on the Red Cross 
medical supplies. The camp had little, if any, medical 
equipment or stores. There was an Italian Medical Officer 
who, so far as I am aware, did the best he could in the 
circumstances. 

13. There were three Commandants while I was at the Camp, 
but I do not recollect their names. The first was definitely 
anti British. The camp was mainly run by Captain Interpreter 
Croce, who was a Fascist and very anti British. He would do 
nothing for us or attend to any complaints and he would not 
pass on requests or complaints. 

SWORN at Salisbury in the County ) 
of Wilts this 23rd day of April ) 	R.C.W. HILL, 
1945 	 Lt. R.A. 

Before me, 
A.E. STROUD 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 
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IN THE MATTER OF :- 

The ill.treatment of British 
Prisoners of War and breaches 
of the Geneva Convention 
1929 at ()amp No.21 at Chieti 
during the period August 1942 
to September 1943 

Copy 

AFFIDAVIT 

of 

LIEUTENANT R.C.V. HILL, R.A. 

THE TREASURY SOLICITOR. 



9e. 
II? TH7 TIATTER OF : 

The ill-treatment of British prisoners of war and 
breaches of the Geneva ConventThno, 1929, at Camp. 
No.21 at Chieti during the poriod from September 
1942 to September 1943. 

Z5lb 

AFFIDAVIT 

 

Is Captain ROY REENE WIGGINS, Somersetshire Light Infantry 
attached 123 0.C.T.U. R.A. Catterick Camp, Yorke, with a home 
address at 7 Longcroft Avenue, Banotead, Surrey, make Oath and 
say as follows :- 

1. I was captured wept of Fouka on 29th June, 1942. After about 
a week in Hospital for wounded prisoners of war at Mersa Matruh, I 
was removed to Tobruk and thence to Derna Field Hospital where I 
also remained for about a week. I was then taken by Hospital ship 
to Naples and thence, on arrival, to Caserta Hospital. After about 
a week there, I was transferred to ?Rwigi Hospital Piacenza. I loft 
the latter Hospital I think towards the end of August 1942 and I was 
then sent to Caep No.21. at Chieti. I remained at the latter Camp 
until I escaped from it on or about  23rd September, 1943, 

2. I have perused the Affidavit sworn by Lieutenant Rodney 
Charles Wheeler Hill, R.A. on the 23rd April 1945 and I confirm. 
what he says about camp No.21 Chieti with the following comments. 

3. With regard to paragraph 4 of Lieutenant 	Affidavit, 
I confirm that Colonel Gray/a Unit was the Gurkhas (I believe 6th 
Gurkhas, 10 Indian Division). 

4. As regards paragraph 6 of the said Affidavit, I think we had 
water for about an hour in the morning and for about the same time 
in the evening for washing. The water was drawn from wells and 
there was a well between the parallel sides of each U-shaped block. 
Some huts were without a supply of Water as their wells had run dry. 
There were no baths provided. One could either bath in n trough 
or pour a bucket of water over one. I had a hot shower twice whilst 
I was at this camp. 

5. As regards paragraph 2 of the said Affidavit, a tooth brush 
bought at the Camp canteen coot about 35 lire, i.e. about 10/- in 
English currency. 

6. As regards paragraph 10 of the said Affidavit, until early in 
January 1943 I possessed orgy one shirt (K.n.), one paid of shorts 
(K.D.) and a pair of boots. Thereafter greatcoats, battledreec etc. 
could be bought on the scale in issue to other ranks. 

7. As regards paragraph 12 of the said Affidavit, teeth were 
extracted without anaesthetic by an Italian Doctor. A British 
dentist, captain Goodall, replaced him in about April 1,4  
Captain Goodall was able to gat together a certain amount of 
dentistry equipment. 

	

A. 	As regards paragraph 	of the said Affidavit, We used to 
address telegrams from time to time to the Red Cross Authorities at 
Geneva reuesting Red °rose parcels etc. These telegrams were 
entrusted to Captain Interpreter Croce for despatch. A Red Crone 
representative later visited the Camp and on our enquiring as toothe 
telegrams we had sent we were told that none had been received. ur 
S.B.O. took the matter up with the Camp Commandant and demanded an 
explanation. It was found on investigation that the telegram had 
not been sent out but had been filed in Crocel s office. 

SWORN by the said ROY R771T7 WIGGINS) 
at 

	

in the 	 of 
this 	day of 	 c1  

Before me, 	
14 ) 

A commissioner for Oaths 



IN THE i..A'TEk Or' 
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25is 
The ill-treatment of Britian. Prisoners of war and 
breaches of the Geneva Conventions, 1929 at Camp No.21 
at Chieti between August 1942 and September, 1943. 

AeeIDAVIT 

I, No. 86959, Lieutenant MICHAEL HOWSON LURRAY, Essex 
Regiment, attached to 1/5th Leicestershire Regiment 148 Pre 
0.C.T.U. Training Establishment, Wrotham, Seven Oaks, Kent and 
with a permanent address at Leavenhall, Leavenheath, Colchester 
Essex make oath and say as follows :- 

1. I was captured at El Alamein on 1st July 1942 and was flown 
to Italy about a week later arriving at Lecce. After one night I 
was taken to Camp No.75 at riari and after about a fortnight there 
I went to Camp No.21 at Chieti, arriving at the beginning of 
August, 1942. 

2. I have read the Affidavit of Lt. Rodney Charles Wheeler Hill 
sworn on the 23rd April, 1945 and I confirm what he says with the 
following comments. 

3. The worst point about the Camp at Chieti was the lack of 
water. The sanitation as planned was perfectly good had there 
been any water laid on. As it was not we had to draw water from 
wells in the Camp to make the latrines at all possible. Some of 
the bungalows had wells and no water was laid on to these, it 
all had to be drawn up from the well. 

4. As regards paragraph 7 of Lt. Hill's Affidavit, I agree 
that if it had not been for the Red Cross parcels we should have 
starved. The position was much worse in the winter owing to the 
lack of heating referred to in paragraph 11 of Lt. Hillis 
affidavit. 

5. As regards paragraph 10 of Lt. Hill's affidavit, I confirm 
the lack of clothing and for myself I had only desert kit consist.. 
ing of shorts, shirt, socks and boots (the latter very much worn) 
and a pullover. As a result I wore my blanket most of the winter. 
Occasionally the Italians would issue a great coat for which the 
prisoners would draw. In Larch 1943 I was lucky enough to win one 
of these draws and obtained an Italian overcoat. I understand that 
the winter was not so severe as some Italian winters at Chieti and 
we did not have snow and not much frost. Had the winter been 
severe conditions would have been impossible. 

6. Tnere were showers in the Camp but as far as I can remember 
they were only in use twice. I had one shower only. Apart from 
this there was one tap in the wash room above a tiled floor and 
two feet from the floor to serve 150. 

7. I remember in July or August 1943 a prisoner was hit with a 
rifle but I do not know him and did not find out what the circum. 
stances were. 

8. On 23rd or 24th September 1943 I was taken with other 
prisoners by the Germans to Sulmona where I remained at the Camp 
there, No.78, until 30th September when I and other prisoners 
were to entrain for the north. I escaped and I believe other 
prisoners tried to escape. I heard a shot after I had got away 
but do not know the circumstances. 

SWOAN by the said MICHAEL HOWSON ) 
:XnEAli at Sevenoaks in the County ) 
of Kent this 9th day of June 1945 ) 

oefore pe, 
E.H.C. PLATT, 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 

M.H. YURRAY, Lt. 
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IN THE MATTER OF :. 

The 111-treatment of British 
Prisoners of war and breaches of 
the Geneva Conventions, 1929 at 
Camp No.21 at Chieti between 
August 1942 and September 1943 

Copy 

AFFIDAVIT 

of 

Lieutenant MICHAEL HOWSON MURRAY. 

THE TREASURY SOLICITOR. 
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IN THE MATTER OF I. 
	 2521 

The ill-treatment of prisoners of war and breaches 
of the Geneva Conventions, 1929, at Camp No.21 at 
Ohieti during the period August 1942 to May 1943. 

AFFIDAVI T. 

I, No.151377, Captain HUGH HALDANE THOMSON of 53rd Air 
Landing Light Regiment, 11.A. with private address at 24 Somers 
Road, Reigate, Surrey, make oath and say as follows :- 

1. My Unit is at present in Germany and I am at home, having 
been shot down and wounded, and am attenting the Horton 
Emergency Hospital, Epsom, as an outpatient. 

2. I was captured at Sidi Rezegh on the 15th June 194f', and 
was flown to Italy about the 26th June 1942,arriving at Lecce. 

3. I was taken to Camp No.75 at sari from where I was later 
transferred to Camp No.21 at Chieti, where I arrived on the 
6th August 1942. 

4. I remember Lieutenant Rodney Charles Wheeler Hill, Royal 
Artillery, who was in my room at this camp. I have seen his 
Affidavit sworn on the 23rd April 1945 and confirm what he 
says about the camp at Chieti, with the following comments. 

	

6. 	With regard to paragraph 4 of Lieutenant Hill's Affidavit, 
I confirm the occurrence and to the best of my knowledge 
Colonel Gray's Unit was the 3rd or 4th Gurkhas. The report 
referred to was drawn up by an officer who is also a Barrister. 
at.law, whose name I believe is G.W.F. de Winton, Middlesex 
Yeomanry. 

6. As regards paragraph 5 of the said Affidavit, I confirm 
that the sanitation was very bad. We had on occasion to push 
poles down to free the latrines. 

7. As regards paragraph 6 of the said Affidavit, I confirm 
this. Showers were installed in the summer of 1943. 

	

6. 	As regards paragraph 7 of the said Affidavit, I confirm 
Lieutenant Hill's evidence, and particularly that the rolls 
or loaves of bread were light weight. We were very hungry 
indeed up to about February 1943. 

9. As regards paragraph 9 of the said Affidavit I confirm 
that the prices in the camp canteen were high but this was not 
unnatural. I found that one of the worst things from the 
point of view of the prisoners' money was the Italians' method 
of charging for any damage or loss. The slightest damage was 
exorbitantly charged against the prisoner who happened to 
have the particular article in his possession at the time. A 
small hole in a sheet would be charged 120 lire, or nearly £2. 
This was deducted from the prisoner's pay. After a time we 
examined any sheets, etcetera on issue and refused them if 
they were not perfect. 

10. As regards paragraph 10 of the said Affidavit, I confirm 
that no attempt was made at this camp to provide clothes 
certainly until January 1943 when Red Cross clothing began to 
arrive. Where was an occasional issue of the Italian type of 
rag socks. 

1. 
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1) . A:A regards paragraph 11 of the said Affidavit, two 
stoves per bungalow were provided . one in the open part of 
the bungalow, which contained 180 men, and one in the other 
room, which contained 20 men. There were no stoves provided 
during the winter at all, and in any case no fuel was ever 
provided so that they were not of much use. I agree we had 
only two small blankets each. 

12. I confirm paragraph 12 of the said Affidavit, and would 
add that the medical officer did two remarkable operations . 
both straightening of a squint . one for a Rifle Brigade 
Officer and one for an "other rank", whose names I do not 
know. 

13. As regards paragraph 13 of the said Affidav 
the first Commandant was merely silly. I do not 
names of the Commandants, except the last one, 0 
who was a Fascist or pro-Fascist. I confirm tha 
or Captain-Interpreter, Croce was very difficult 
but it is quite impossible to give any specific 
he was too clever to let anything be known. 

it, I found 
remember the 

.31onello Masai, 
t the Captain, 
and hostile, 
instances as 

14. I left Chieti about 1st May 1943 for Camp No.49 at 
Fontenallato. This was'the best camp I was in, and the 

* Commandant, Tenete Colonello Vincenodomini was the only real 
officer and gentleman I met in the Italian Army. The Captain. 
Interpreter whose name was Camino, and who had an English 
wife, also did excellent service to the prisoners. At the 
armistice he and a Sergeant-Interpreter organised billets, 
clothing, and everything for us. The Commandant handed over 
to Lieutenant Colonel de Burgh, the senior British Officer, 
and all officers and men marched out of the camp two hours 
before the Germans arrived. We split up into parties and I 
went down to the Allied Lines and got through on 20th November 
1943. 

The Commandant was arrested by the Germans on or about 
8th September 1943 for allowing us to escape. 

fal 

SWORN at 21 Old Queen Street in the) 
City of Westminster this 18th day ) 
of May 1945 

Before me, 

HERBERT DAVIES 
A Commissioner for Oaths. 

HUGH H. THOMSON, 
Capt. R.A. 
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IN THE MATTER OF :. 

The ill-treatment of prisoners 
of war and breaches of the 
Geneva Conventions 1929 at Camp 
No.21 at Ohieti during the period 
August 1942 to May 1943. 

Copy 

AFFIDAVIT 

- of 

CAPTAIN HUGH HALDANE THOLISON 

THE TREASURY SOLICITOR. 
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IN THE LATTEn OF 
	 2524 

The ill..treatment of prisoners of war and 
breaches of the Geneva Conventions of 1929 at 
Camp No.21 at Chieti during the period August 
1942 to September 1943. 

A F F I D A  V I T. 

I, No. 
Engineers, 
North Road, 
Road South, 
follows 

140978, Lieutenant. JOHN CHRISTOPHER TREVOR, Royal 
D.C.R.E. Colchester Out-station at Hitherstocks, 
Clacton, Essex with private address at 340, Acklam 
Middlesbrough, Yorkshire, make oath and say as 

1. I was captured at Tobruk on 20th June 1942 and after about 
a fortnight in North Africa I was flown to Italy and arrived 
at Camp No.75 at bari. I was later transferred to Camp No.21 
at Ohiete where I arrived about 5th August 1942. 

2. I remember Lieutenant riodrey Charles Wheeler Hill, Royal 
Artillery, and also Captain 111.01 Haldane Thomson, who were in 
the next bungalov. to me. I have read the Affidavit of Lieutenant 
Hill sworn on the 23rd April 1945 and I also read tne Affidavit 
of Captain Thomson sworn on the 18th lay 1945 and confirm 
his agreement with Lieutenant Hill's Affidavit and his comments 
thereon. 

3. As regards washing facilities I confirm that the officers 
in my bungalow had to use the washing arrangements either in 
Captain Thomson's bungalow or the one on the other side of us, 
although the latter was worse than Thomson's being higher up 
th3 slope. As a result conditions for washing wore very over-
crowded. 

4. I remained at Chiete after Captain Thomson left and was 
there until after the armistice when I was tranoferred by the 
Germans who had taken over to Camp No.7e at Sulmona arriving 
there on 23rd September. 

SWORN at Clacton-on-Sea in the 
County of Essex this 23rd day of 
kay 1945. 

before me, 

J.C. TREVOR, D.C.R.E. 

RALPH CARR 
A Commissioner for Oaths. 
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IN THE kATTER OF:. 

The illtreatment of prisoners 
of war and breaches of the 
ueneva conventions of 1929 at 
Oamp No.21 at Ohieti during the 
period August 1942 to September 
1943 

oapY 

AFFIDAVIT 

. of 

LIEUTENANT JOHN CHRISTOPHER 
TREVOR 

• 

THE TREASURY SOLICITOR. 
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A IN.:111r, MATTER OF :- 

The Ill-treatment of British prisoners of war 
and breaches of the Geneva conventions 1929 at 
Camp No. 21 at Ohio-to, Italy, during the period 
End July to 7nd December 1242 

AFFIDAVIT 

G7RALD WALTI;;R FREDMICK DE WINTON, No. 91217, Major, 
Royal Signals, with a present address at A.F.V." School, 
Bovington Camp, 'iareham, and with a permanent al:ress at 
Clasbury, Hereford, make Oath and say as follows :- 

1. 	On the 12th July 1942, I was taken prisoner rear Bukbuk, North 
Africa, and was from there taken to Tobruk where I stayed one wee!': 
then to Barce where I stayed four days: Derna for one night: 
Lecci for one night! Bari for 10 days: ari was fro:; there sent to 
Camp No.21, at Chieti about the end of. July 1942. 

I was prisoner of war at Camp Ne.211  Chieti, from the and of 
July to the end of December 1142. 

The conditions at the said Camp during the said period were 
very bad in the following respects :- 

As regards food, the daily allowance was one small roll of' 
broad, a ladle of vegetable skilly with rice or macaroni and some-
times a plate of rice. There was a small weekly issue of cheese 
and occasionally a very small issue of bad quality meat. This WS.:7 
barely enough to live on oven for a fit man; and then only in the 
case of a man who can go on eating rice or macaroni. If a man was 
unable to do so - and many in the Camp could not - severe under 
nutrition was inevitable. There was no regular issue of Red 
Cross parcels until about November 1942 and they just saved the 
situation for many of the prisoners. 

There was no different diet for the sick. 

As regards clothing, none was issued during the time that I 
was there: I was in my desert kit, drill shorto,shirt, pullover 
(no tunic or coat) all largely worn out, and got no fresh issue. 
There was an issue of blankets and many of us had to wear blankets 
by day. My boots were worn out as a result of walking from Tobruk 
to Bukbuk and I could not get them repaired until April 1943. 
Until then (apart from when moving from camp to camp) I went 
barefoot. 

In consequence of the above conditions there was considerable 
disease in the camp, mainly dysentery and desert sores and almost 
universal malnutrition. 

As regards medical arrangements, there was only one Italian 
Medical Officer. There was one but for serious' cases, but 
practically no equipment or supplies. 

3. 	
On leaving Camp No.21 at Chieti at the end of the year 1942, 

I went to the camp at Poppi until about the 1st May 1943 and from 
there was sent to Camp No.49 at Fontenellatto• where I stayed 
until the 9th September 1943 - the armistice. I then proceeded 
to make what pregreso I could in the open towards the Allied lines 
and I eventually joined them on the 9th November 1947, 

SWORN by the above named Gerald Walter) 
Frederick le Winton at Wareham in the 5 	G.W. de WINTON 
County of Dorset the 15th day of June ) 

1945 	Before me, 

17J21.17OrZ.  for Oaths, 



2527 

IN 	MATTa OF : 

The ill..treatment of British 
prisoners of war and broaches 
of the Geneva Conventions 1929 
at Camp No.21 at Chieti, Italy, 
during the period and July to 
end December 1942 

AFFIDAVIT 

of - 

Major G.V.F. Di WI ;TON 

TR3ASURY SOLICITOR. 

AhLar... 
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IN T s MATTER OF :- 
	 Z52s 

The ill-treatment of Prisoners of War and breeches 
of the Geneva Convention 1929 at Camp No. 21 at 
Ohieti during the period from 0th August 1942 to 
22nd September 1943 

AFFIDAILI_T 

No. 97(359, Major ADRIAN REDMAN OOLLINGWOOD, Officer 
Commanding B. Company, 164 0.O.T.U., Barmouth, Wales, with 
permanent address at 259 Oottingham Road, Hull, make Oath and 
say as follows :- 

1. I was captured and taken Prisoner of War near Fouka by 
the 21st Panzer Division on the 29th June 1942. I was evacuated 
to Benghazi via Tobruk and Barce whence I was flown to Oanp Yo.75, 
Bari, where I arrived on or about the 6th July 1942. I remained 
at Bari till nth August 1942 when I was transferred to Camp No.21, 
Ohieti, whence I escaped some days after the oollapse of Italy 
(I think on the 22nd September 1943). I rejoined British forces 
at Cason on 17th February 1944. 

2. General living conditions at Camp No. 21 Ohieti were better 
than those which obtained at Camp No. 75 Bari. 

7. 	At Ohieti, I and seven other Captains were accommodated in 
a room which was about 22 feet in length and about 14 feet in 
width. We slept in two-tier bunks and were each issued with 
a straw palliasse, a bolster and two blankets. Later we were 
given sheets. 

4, 	The daily ration of food consisted of 150 grammes of bread, 
soup (rice or macaroni content) and ersatz coffee. We got a 
minute ration of meat twice a week (perhaps a portion 3 x 2" x 
1/9"), and a plentiful supply of fruit of various kinds. There 
was also a limited supply of food (sweetmeats.etc.) and other 
necessaries to be had through the canteen at high prices. We 
had to pay messing dues which, so far as I can now recall, 
amounted to about 13 lire a day. 

5. 	On the whole, Red Cross parcels arrived pretty regularly. 
Mail was not so good: I think I received only about a quarter 
of the letters posted to me. The letters I wrote reached their 
destinations fairly well. From January 1943 onwards supplies 
of cigarettes sent from home seemed to arrive fairly regularly 
until the heavy bombing of Italy tripped transport. 

P. 	Sanitary and washing arrangements wore poor owing to the 
meagre and intermittent water supply. 

7. 	The general health at Chieti seemed to be very fair, but 
there was an epidemic of jaundice which lasted for about a 
month, and athletes foot was a more or less oommon complaint. 
Taking into a000unt the Red Cross parcels, the food was 
reasonably good (judged of by parallel standards); and, so far 
as I know, the diet at Ohieti occasioned no serious cases of 
malnutrition. In consequence we had far more energy than at 
Bari, and this is exampled by the entertainment and other 
facilities we got afoot?  viz: a library, theatre organised 
sport etc. 
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S• 	We were doctored at Ohieti by Italian Medical Officers 
who did their best for us with the somewhat meagre facilities 
at their disposal. 

	

O. 	The clothing position was extremely bad. Up to January 
194:3 we received no supplies of boots or clothing. There 
was no heating during the winter and I and a fair proportion 
of the other ps/w. were walking about in bare feet. Our 
clothing was worn to shreds and this for the moat part 
consisted only of khaki drill. Few, if any, had greatcoats, 
and we used to drape ourselves in blankets to try and keep 
warm. 

	

10. 	There were two Commandants at Ohieti while I was there. 
The first (name unknown) was a plump, unpleasant little man, - 
bumptious and obstructive. He often wed to get up up for 
roll-calls in the middle of the night, but later he 
discontinued this practice. 

	

. 11. 	Captain Groce was Interpreter-Adjutant the whole time 
I was at Chieti. He was anti-British and an ardent Fascist, 
and he certainly never went out of his way to try and 
improve our lot. It was generally rumoured that he had with-
held eggs and milk from sick Ps/W who had been recommended 
that diet by the Senior Italian doctor (a Major who was 
always very good to British patients). For some time mail 
was withhold (but subsequently released) and it was rumoured 
that the hold-up had occurred in Captain Groce's office. 

	

12. 	So far as I can recall no acts of violence worthy of 
mention occurred at Ohieti whilst I was there. 

SWORN at Barmouth in the) 
County of Merioneth this 	A.R. OOLLINGWOOD. 
27th day of June 1945 	 Major. 

Before me, 

/ • R. i ,-,,t; . 
A Commissioner for Oaths. 
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PARTICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT 
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1. AFFIDAVIT of Cartn.in Instructor C.V. CROSS, sworn 1Rth June 1145. 

2. AFFIDAVIT Of Lt. R.J. O'Brien, :lorr 7 -th J,Ar-, 1045. 

3. LFFIDAVIT of Lt. T. :'ap..on, 	llth L.,17/ 1145 (rams. 5 8: 1). 

4. AFFIDAVIT of L. Pvi0e uworn 29i Juno 1D45, with draft Affiqavit 
of Lt. 	Lawton au exhibit (para.P) 

5. AFFIDAVIT of Ca--twin R.E.C. uric - , sworn 

6. AFFIDAVIY of Lt. R.U.V. Hill, sworn 13rd Arlin 1145. 

7. AFFIDAVIT of Ca.pt. h. d. Wiggins, 3worn 

A. AFFIDAVIT of Lt. 	I;urray, sworn 9th June 1945. 

9. AFFIDAVIT of O-t. 	Thon--on, corn lrth Lay 1145. 

10. AFFIDAVIT of Lt. J.C. Trevor, sworn 23rd Lay 1145. 

11. AFFIDAVIT of Lajor 	".&.. de "Tinton, s7orn 1(7,-th Jur' 1045. 

12. AFFIDAVIT of Lajor 	Col1ingwool., !17orn 77th June 1945. 

Tho affidavits of Captain Prieto and Carta,in rirfrins are in rrocess 
of being sworn. 

Oopie6 of these docunents are attached. 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 

(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence; 
(c) whether the case appear-s to be reasonably complete.) 

if theevidence set forth in the Affidavit:: is eatabliahed, it 
appears that Vasr Oritao No. xxix I21.treatment of Prisoners of V,ar 
has been committed. The Articles of the ucncim Convention, breach 
of which is allsed, aro indicated in the Parti3ulars of alleged 
crime. Tacre appears to be a strong prima facie case for all the 
accua;ed to answer. 

RLLFaNaial:filX. Who ronronsibility of hcounea Dos.1, 2 and 3 is 
6TVECT, and as ro-Ardu the medical side, No. f. They Citht.i.  hnew 
or ihould have known of the cmditiono in the Camp, and must bo 
held reoponciblo for the polioy and methou adopted throur;hout the 
carp. It BUMS clear that Accused 110.4 exei-cised considerable 
influence in the ()Lap, and ao may be prinarily resronsible for (2.uch 
of tac di:.comfort of the rri:a)ners. He tzreaaed himself very 
unfavourably on thc witnesses, and it appears that his attitulo was 
actuated by malice. If the ass Ilant of Cartnin finch can be 
identifica, a separate cAarge may lie against Aim. 

DEvIXCLI. Such of tic accused as were subordinates will no 
UMIT-Tic.ad that they acted in compliance with the orders given 
by Weir superiors, but they nave a prima facie cane to answer 
inasmuch as they took part in the general oyster. It is submitted 
that a plea of so=rliance with orders, oven if accepted, would not 
absolve them from criminal liability, but would merely have the 
effect of making their superiors at leant equally liable. The 
Senior 	 may ;load that their subordinates acted in ex -2,ess 
of orders, but this would hardly apply to general system of 
naron and malicious treatment. 

COLPLETENES6  OF CASE: It remains to confirm the identity of 
the nameailECITM, and identify those unnamed. If confirmation 
of the assault on Cartain Vincn is obtained, this may load to 
the founding of a 3crarate charge eaainst his assailant. 

Enquiry 	proceeding for such identification and _a_n.a:iralation. 
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The ill-tneatmont of prisoners of war and breaches of 
the Genava Conventions, 10"a, at a priaonors of war 
camp at -,a-ahuna, North Afrioa. in or about June 1942 

I, 12`,31., tn1; PRPale. RTcmorD, M. r). B. a. , of "The Cedars" 
Irsanton Road, Cosf.'ortho  Newoastle.upon-Tyna, make Oath and say 
as follows :- 

1. In 1942 T was a Major in th'3 Royal Army Medical Corps and was 
attached to tile 72nd Aeld Rogiriant, R.A., 150th Brigade, 50th 
Division. I aas canturod, with a number of other officers and men 
by the nernana 	aazala linea on 1st Tune 1942. Afier working as 
a nelical Offn.aar for two dayu behind the German lire o, I was 
handed over ta 	Ttc,liann, and moved by staaea to Tripoli. 

2. Among my col9paniona war •; Captaln Caraher and Captain Watoon 
both R.A.M.C. i anent 3 0/. 4 days at a Cenualty Clearing Station 
at the Gulf of Domba, thrao or our dayo et nerna, a week at 
Baron, where I van ncrior 7.Todtaal Offianr, and thane° via 71 
Aghoila, airte and nisurata to Tarhuna, where I was for a week 
or ten days before going into Hospital at Tripoli as a patient. 

3. The camp at Tarhuna coneistad of a permanent building. I 
am not sure .'het.her the naria vas Tarhuna or Trig Tarhuna, but 
this can be ohaakod by the fact that tho Italian Commandant's 
name was PolEnde. On the eveninp: of my arrival I went into 
the men's compound and hold a sici parade. Thio contacted of 
about 200 pier! who were nick or aliahtly wounded. I gave treatment 
for about two hours. The Italian Tedical Officer, whose name I 
do not know, told me I could roturn in the morning to attend to 
the nick priooners. 

4. The next morning Captain Carahor and I tried to go to the man's 
compound wh©n the Italian aentry stopped us. Through an inter-
preter we asked to see Rolanlo, the Commandant, and he refused to 
let us entor the compound to treat our sick men. None of the 
prisoners therefore got any treatment from the British Medical 
Officers while I wan there except for the first night. I 
contacted some gastric trouble with a lot of vomiting and was 
eventually cent to Tripoli Hospital and thence to Caserta Hospital 
in Italy, whore I arrived about the 5th July 1042. 

5. At the camp at Tarhuna were Captain Caraher and Captain 
Watson, and an 7nglish Padre named Griffiths. Our main complaint 
at this camp was that we were not allowed to visit and treat the 
sick and wounded British Prisoners of war. 

aWORN by the said Lr■:SLIIT, FRANK 
RICHMOND at the City and County of ) 
Newcastle upon Tyne this 27th day ) L. P. RICHnONO. 
of September 1945 

Before me, 
JNO. RICHMOND. 

OPLY 	

A Commissioner for oaths. 

// 



1. Oaptain Luigi (or Allegro) ROLANDO (or ORLANDO), 
Camp Commandant 	  

2. Adjutant or Second in Command 
a. 	 Officer in of arge 	or Administration  and units at 
4.  Senior Medical Orfi oer 
	present  
unknown. 	 

5. 	--(MECO, an Italianiudineriean 	 Rank-and mnit 
at  present  Interpreter 	  
unknown 

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translab(1.) 
). 	ranT7s 

Over c, period  at  prenent undefined at least from 
July 	1941 	December /0424  at PrisOnero of  rar 	Camp 
Nom. 	PA4,151..at Tarhuna.._N.orfh Africa.. 	  

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

_PD4xxix4w Ill.treatment of. Prisoners of  War. 	 

Breaches of the Geneva Convention 1929 (Prisoners of 
War)  Articles 2,6,10,11,12,15,14,15,  46  and  54.  
•Under • English-liar:tem 	 
Assault. 	  

  

  

  

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

(1,1 the t -sc of the Secretariat) 

Registered Number. 	 Date of receipt in Secretariat. 
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16:6  *PILL ;"' SFr' 794 

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 
UNI  TED KINGDOL. 	..CHARGES AGAINST 	_ITALIAN. 	... ...... WAR CRIMINALS 

CASE No. urc..I/.13 	* 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

Over a period at present undefined (but at least from 
July 1941 to December 1947) the Camp P.G. 151 at Tarhune, wn,n 
carried on in a manner contrary to the rrovisionn 	tho 
Geneva Convention, 1929, relative to Prisoners or virtr. 

TRANSMITTED 	BY ................................ 

* Insert serial number under which the case is registered in the files of the National Office of the accusing State. 

(09655) Wt.P 25:: 4 5,000 5/45 A.& E.W.Ltd. Gp.683 
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During 	arid period the said Carp T.,.-cs carried on in an 
improper inannor, and in partic!lar in that s. 

1. inadcquato accoranodation 	rrovidecl (Artic70 1-0)• 

P. Inadequate food rations wore suprliod (Article 11). 

g. Proper 1.-1/6ionio LICC.',A11'03 were riot taken, noi.  wore 7)rorer 
• convk.1.1(3-,ccii, 	(Arti.;2e 1Z). 

4. 	 elothinG an footvioar were not provided (Article 
1;:), 

Prif.ienoro portional cffect3 and articlos in personal use 
wore removod (ArLiole u). 

(3. Proper modlcvl 	 infir..-.ary etc., 7.,oro not 
providod (Artioloo 14 and 1' ). 

7. Qruol 'uniohniOnt3 and collective rental:1e • i'or ins? ividUal 
acts wore iraposcd (Articles 2 rill 	. 

F3 Punillimionto more severe t..i.an inrri:ionment wore imposed 
(Artieloo 2 	54). 
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4.0 IN THT MATT},/ OF 

Tho ill-treatment of prisoners of war and broaches 
of the Geneva Oonventionn, 1920, at Tarhuna during 
the period from August to the middle of September 1s41. 

AFFIDAVIT 

I, No. 2937953 PlAvate THOMAS MNDERSON, Pioneer Corps, 
attached No.10 A.P.V. Depot, R.A.O.C., Georeotown,Renfrewshire, 
with a home address at No.11 Sweethill Terrace, Carnbrow, 
Ooatbridae, Lanarkshire, make Oath and say as follows :- 

1. I was captured and taken prisoner of war at "Hellfire 
Pass" on 15th June 1941. After spending some time at Croma and 
Benghazi, I was taken to Tarhuna, which I reached about the 
beginning of August 1941. I remained there about six weeks 
and was then sent to Taranto by Hospital ship via Tripoli. 

2. There were about 2000 prisoners of war at the Tarhuna 
Camp whioh comprised two compounds, one for officers and the 
other for other ranks. The other' ranks compound was perhaps 
100 yards square and contained two largo brick buildings, 
which were very overcrowded. No beds were issued and we slept 
on straw matting on the tiled floorc. We were each issued with 
two blankets. 

3. The sanitary arrangements consisted of holes in the 
ground at the top end of the compound and there was no water 
supply for the latrines. Water was brought in by truck and 
this was available for only half an hour a day. There were no 
wash basins. 

4. We had ersatz coffee at 0700 hours and either one or two 
small rolls of bread each at 0900 hours. We had macaroni skit; 
at 1230 hours, cheese 5 days a week and meat on the other two 
days. At 1700 hours were again had skilly but rather more 
than at middae. It was no unusual thing to see prisoners of 
war going over the refuse in search of food. We received no 
Red Cross parcels and no mail whilst I was at this Camp. 

5. Dysentery was rife and there wore some cases of malaria,  
although the Italian authorities administered anti-malarial 
inoculations. Skin diseases (i.e. desert sores etc.) were 
also prevalent. It was not unusual for prisoners of war to 
faint on counting parades, presumably on account of mal- 
nutrition. 

6. The camp commandant took exception if we tried to provide 
any entertainment for ourselves. I recall that on one occasion 

we and the officers were having a sing-song and the Commandant 
came down with two or three guards, broke up the party and 
threatened to shoot uo. 

7. 
Once while I was at the showers I left my clothes on the 

wash handbaein. An Italian guard rushed at no with a piece 
of barbed wire and said something to me in Italian. I did not 

know what he was saying and I held him off by the lapels of 
t. He wanted my name and I gave him a false name ,  I 

his jacke  
was later arrested in the dinner queue and taken before the 
commandant. There was an interpreter present and I found 
that I was accused - falsely - of washing my feet in the 



2536 

handbasin. The commandant gave me ten days in the cello on 
bread and water, and I wits placed in solitary confinement. 
The cell had a tiled floor and there was no bad beyond a 
mat and two blankets. I was not allowed out of the cell at 
all ,And I contracted dysentery while in the cell. It Was 
customary for prison to be awarded for the most trivial 
offences and sometimes, to all appearances, for no offence 
at all. 

S. 	If anyone left his sleeping quarters at night, the 
sentries used to discharge their rifles but I think this 
was done merely to scare and annoy uo and no one 
to my knowledge was hit. 

SWORN by the said Thomas Henderson ) 
at Paisley in the county of Renfrew) 
this fourteenth day of June 1945 	) 

Before me, 
THOMAS HUNTER. 

Notary Public. 

THOMAS HENDERSON. 
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The ill-treatment of prisoners of war and breaches 
of the Geneva Conventions, 1929, at a prisoners of 
War Camp at Tarhuna in or about July, 1941. 

A F F I D A V I T. 

I, D/L. 13757 Leading Steward JASPER DONALD GODiEER, 52 Lens, 
Spare Crew, H.M.S. "Forth" C/o G.P.O. London, with a home 
address at 12 South Road Wyke Regis Weymouth, Dorset, make oath 
and say as follows :. 

1. I was captured in the Gulf of Sirte on 30th June 1941 (sic) 
I was taken thence, the same day, to Benghazi, where I remained 
a fortnight. I was then transported by lorry to a prisoners of 
war camp at Tarhuna, which I reached about 4 days after leaving 
Lienghazi. I remained at Tarhuna for two or throe weeks after 
which I was taken to Tripoli and shipped to Taranto on board 
the "bleptunia" (sic.) 

2. I have perused the affidavit sworn by Private Thomas 
Henderson on the 14th June 1945 and I confirr what he says as 
to conditions of Tarhuna with the following comments. 

3. As regards paragraph 2 thereof, my impression is that 
there were not more than about 1000 prisoners of war at the 
Tarhuna Camp while I was there. 

4. As regards paragraph 4 thereof, I recall that we had an 
issue of bread in the forenoon, but I do not remember having had 
cheese. 

5. As regards paragraph 5 thereof, I confirm that prisoners 
of war sometimes fainted on the counting parades, but I would 
not attribute that to malnutrition. I think it was due to the 
intensity of the sun. I had no anti-malarial inoculation. 

6. I know nothing of the incident to which Private Henderson 
refers in paragraph 7 of his affidavit. 

7. As regards paragraph 8 thereof, the latrines were situated 
inside the buildings: there was therefore no need for anyone to 
wander at large outside the buildings at night. 

8. As regards water: there was a tap and trough for washing, 
and the water was turned on morning and evening. We were warned 
not to drink this water because of the risk of dysentery. 
Drinking water was brought into the camp by lorry at about 1700 
hours daily. We always had to queue for it. 

9. I have also perused the affidavit sworn by Chief Petty 
Officer Leonard Charles Hooten and I confirm what he says in 
paragraphs 5 and 9 thereof. 

10. I witnessed no acts of violence against prisoners of war 
while I was at this Camp. 

BWOkIN at Weymouth in the County ) 
of Dorset this 11th day of August) 	J.D. GODBEER 

1945 
reef ore me, 

WILLIAM D. FURNESS, 
A Commissioner for Oaths. 
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7=ne ill-treatment 	prisoners of t•rtkl` 	breacs of 
the Gen,7•Vri. Corprentiono, U12.:), at, n prficoner of w - r Camp 
at Tarhune,•dl:tring Augunt a 	September 1047. 

■••••• ••■•• 	 •■•• •••■•■•••• 

Acc. lnAviT 

1, Did.U0051 Chief Petty Officer 1,PONAR:) CHARIJ7:; HOOTON of 
H.m.s. 	 Blyth)  Nornmberiand, with a home address at 
38 Rich and Poe, Li;rerp,.o1, 1% make Oath and say ex f!ollows: 

1 • 	I Tag captured in the Gulf of Sirte on 31st July 194. After 
throe weeks or so at Bengha7,1, I wan taken to a prisoner of war 
Camp at 	 Durinc the latter part of. August 1941, I left 
Tarhuna and failed on board the ship "Oceania" for Taranto. 

2. 	I havo perused the Affidavit sworn by Private Thomas 
Henderson on the 14th June 1943 and I confirm what he says with 
the following comments. 

:5. 	An regards paraa'aph 2 of the said Affidavit, my recollection 
is that there were five or six buildings housing prisoners of war 
in the other ranks' compound. 

4. As regards paragro.ph 7 thereof, the water-cart arrived at 
about 1700 hours each eventr,7. A portable shower was erected about 
two days previous to our being sent into Tripoli for passage to 
Ita7; and dismantled after all prisoners of war had bathed. 

5. As regards paragraph 5 thereof, I think anti-malarial 
inoculation can have been administered only to a few: I was not 
inoculated. There were cases of prisoners of war fainting on 
counting parades, but I do not think this was on account of mal-
nutrition. C.S.M. Mantle R.A.S.O. was permitted to make purchases 
outside the compound for prisoners of war. He purchased, for 
example, cigarettes, potatoes, ealame (a kind of spiced German 
sausage), tomato puree and tinned tunny-fish. The meat included 
in our rations was often green and most of us usually threw it 
away. Only a small percentage of prisoners of war had money. 

O. 	As regards paragraph 6 thereof, there were no officers in my 
compound. My experience was that no objection was raised to 
s in g-son gs 

7. I know nothing of the incident referred to in paragraph 7 
of the said Affidavit. 

8. As regards paragraph 8 thereof, I confirm that there was a 
measureof irresponsible firing; but, to the beat of my knowledge 
no one was hit and, in any event, it was not necessary to leave 
the camp buildings if one wished to go to the latrine. 

P . 	The Camp Commandant used to try and impress un by unnecessary 
delays of one sort and another, For example, we had a roll-oall 
at 1700 hours and one collected food when one's name had been 
called. After the usual dela:Jo, we probably received our food 
after it had been standing for 1 to 2 hours and in consequence 
it was quite cold and *spoilt" (so far as this was possible). 

SWORN at 15 Stanley Street Blyth) 
in the County of Northumberland ) 	L.O. HOOTON. 
this 31st day of July 1945 

Before me, 
J.L. YARWOOD. 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 
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The ill.treatment of prisoners of war and breaches 
of the Geneva Conventions, 1929, at a prisoners of 
war Camp at Tarhuna in or about August 1941. 

AeeIDAIII T. 

I, No. 7913091 Lance-Corporal ARNOLD ADOLPH LAZARUS of "0" 
Squadron No.1 S. & T. Regiment, R.A.C., Tilgate, Crawley, 
Sussex, with a home address at 30 Redbourne Avenue, Finchley, 
N.3. make oath and say as follows :. 

1. I was captured at Fort Capuzzo (south of "Hell..Firo" Pass; 
on 15th Juno 1941. After a week at an Italian Field Hospital 
near Uazala, I was sent via Derna to Benghazi Camp, from which, 
after about five weeks, I was transferred to a Prisoner of War 
Camp at Tarhuna. After four or five weeks at the latter Camp 
I was shipped, via Tripoli, to Taranto on board the Beptunia. 

2. I have perused the Affidavit sworn by Private Thomas Henderson 
on the 14th June 1945, and I confirm what he says as regards 
general conditions at the Tarhuna Camp, with the following comments. 

3. As regards paragraph 2 of the said Affidavit my impression 
is that there were not more than about 1,000 prisoners of war 
at the camp while I was there. I think the other ranks compound 
was about 120 yards by 30 or 40 yards in extent and that it 
contained five or six buildings, one of which was used as an 
infirmary. I agree that there was considerable overcrowding. 

4. As regards paragraph 5 thereof, I agree that it was not 
unusual for prisoners of war to faint on counting parades, but 
I attribute this, not to malnutrition, but to change of diet 
and the long periods we were kept standing in the suns the 
parades were held at dinner and tea-time often lasting for n-
hours (sometimes for as long as 3 hours). 

5. I remember the incident referred to in paragraph 6 of 
Private Henderson's Affidavits the Commandant took exception to 
our singing "Land of Hope and Glory" in place of the National 
Anthem (the singing of which was forbidden). 

6. I cannot confirm paragraph 8 thereof. In view of the fact 
that there were latrines in the buildings, it would not be 
necessary for anyone to leave the buildings at night. 

7. The latrines in the buildings were not water-flushed, but 
were limed or disinfected by working parties in the mornings. 
There was acute shortage of water for all purposes: water, both 
for drinking and washing, was brought in by water-cart daily. We 
had to queue for it and collect it in water-bottles, mugs etc. 

8. The whole place was infested with lice and fleas and 
desert sores were a common complaint. 

9. Bread was also in very short supply. The Italians did what 
they could to remedy the position by putting prisoners of war in 
the cells on half their bread ration for little or no provocation. 

SW0hN at Ricamond In the County ) 
of York this 23rd day of August ) 	A.A. LAZARUS 
1945 

Before me, 
F.C. HODUSON 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 



IN TilE MATTER OF : 

The ill-treatment of British Prisonero of war and broaches of 
the Geneva Conventions 1929 at Camp at Tarhuna, North Africa 
during about fourteen dais in August or Soptember, 1941. 

AFFIDAVIT 

ALAN DENNIS JOAN BAGNALL, 
Royal Marines, c/o G.P.O. Box 8, 
permanent address at Pingle Dell, 
Lichfield, StEefordshire, make Oe 

No. EX 20710  Marine at present at 
Southend-on.Sea, Essex, and with a 
Pingle Lang, Hammerwich, near 
th and say ao follows :- 

1. 	At the beginning of June 1941 I escaped from Crete, landed from a 
row boat on the North African ooaet from Gambut, and on the 4th June 
1941 was taken prisoner near Gambut. I was kept prisoner of war for 5 
days at Fort Aoroma, North Africa: then I vas taken to Derna where I 
stayed for about two months; then to Benghazi and eventually reached 
Tarhuna, North Africa during about August or September 1941, and I 
stayed there for about 14 days. 

The conditions during the time that I was at the said Camp at 
Tarhuna were almost indescribable. The Camp was part of the Italian 
Barracks, and the whole place was extremely verminous. We had to sleep 
on the tiled floor with one blanket only. 

As regards sanitary arrangements, there wore two deep troughs out 
in the open and water was turned on for a brief period early mornings 
and sometimes late afternoons. Tho supply was always insufficient for 
every man to have a wash, and drinking purposes. Some days a water 
lorry would cone, and a cor,;ain percentage of prisoners after a hectic 
struggle would obtain Bone water for drinking. Once during my stay at 
Tarhuna we got a shower from a portable shower. 

Diseases were very prevalent in the Camp, chiefly dysentery and 
desert sores. These wore always Gamed through lack of the means of 
keeping oneself ()lean and from medical inattention. 

As regards food, in tho early morning we hal a small cup of ersatz 
coffee; about 11 a.m. all the prisoners had to assemble in a small 
wired-off space to wait. They wore kept crowded together, many hatless 
in the hot sun, every day often for an hour or an hour and a half wait-
ing for the Commandant to arrive to wi tnees the serving of the food and 
sometimes to oount the prinonere. The food at noon consisted of very 
watery boiled macaroni, somotlnee with minute pieces of vegetable in it. 
Late afternoon we wore given a small piece of moat and the water in which 
it had been boiled and two small loaves. 

I do not know the names of any of the Italian Officers or N.C,O.s 
at this Camp. The Commandant was very harsh, and confined prisoners of 
war in a room marked "Prison for the Prisoners", for the moat trivial 
offences, and often for several days at a time. 

SWORN at Lichfield in the 
County of Stafford this 
23rd day of August 194 5 

Before me, 
E.W. HADEN. 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 

) 
	

ALAN DENIS JOHN BAL.:NALL 



(iii) 
IN TTT nTT7R OF :- 
	

2543 
The ill-treatment of British Prisoners of War 
and breacheo of the Geneva Conventions 1220 
at Prisoners of war camp at Tarhuna in January 
and February /942 

AFFIDAVIT 

I, No. 153990 Lieutenant RICHARD ORAWSHAY PARTRIDG, The 
Welch Regiment, now reniding at Pencraig, Llanhonnock, Caorlon, 
Monmouthshire, make Oath and nay ao follows :- 

1. I was captured at Benghazi in January 1942. I was at 
Benghazi for about a week, where the officers and non were 
together, and whore we wore given our own rations which had been 
captured at the same time. The officers and men were then 
separated and we went to a camp at Tarhuna for two weeks. 

2. The sanitation, or lack of sanitation, in this can:; was 
terrible. There was no sanitation before we wont there and pits 
had to be dug. It an almost impossible to go near the lotrines 
owing to the smell. 

3. We wore very overcrowded, there being 152 officers in four 
small rooms. I had no bed and like many others had to sleep or 
the stone floor with only one blanket. 

4. We each had two small loaveo per day and a sort of watery 
soup or akilly and a cup of ersatz coffee in the morning. We 
could buy certain thin like dates. 

5. The Italian officers and guards were not particularly hostile 
and our conditions were not too bad as we were not actually ill-
treated, although many things were irritatin7. The Commandant, 
however, whose name I do not know, was very offensive and hostile 
and wholly unco-operativo. On one occasion, tLe actual date of 
which I do not remember, a Captain Olden, lot Battalion Royal 
Sussex Regiment, was getting off a truck and the Commandant 
shouted at him. He did not do anything in response to the shout-
ing and the Commandant pulled and knocked him about and hel him 
put in detention for a week 

R. 	About the end of February, 1242, we were taken to Italy hy 
ship. There were three ships in convoy and I was in tne 
The two leading ships wore sunk by allied submarines and I was 
told, although I cannot give the name of my informant, that from 
one, which was sunk off Pantellaria, only a few survived. 

7. 	The prisoners on my ship were battenel down in the hold and 
not allowed out at all until after the other two ships were sunk. 
We were very overcrowded in the hold, t4c 200 or so officers 
being separated from the men. More wa a lot of dysentery and 
diarrhoea. 

0. 	We called at Palermo and were eventually landed at Naples 
having spent five days on the voyage. For the whole five days we 
were each provided with only two tins of Italian tinned meat and 
six "dog biscuits', that is biscuits of a fair size. 

SWORN at Newport in the ) 
County of Monmouth this ) 	R.O. PARTRIDG7. 
24th day of May 1945 

Before me, 
ALB7RT T. MARTIN. 

A Commineioner for Oaths. 
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IN TH7 LIATTI1R OF :- 

The ill-treatment of British 
prisoners of war and breaehos 
of the Geneva Conventions 1O2q 
at Prisoners of rar camp at 
Tarhuna in January and February 
1942 

AFFIDAVIT 

. of - 

Lieutenant R.C. PARTRiDO7 

TR7A5TRY SOLICITOR. 



• 

IN THT MATTER OP : 

The ill-treat-lent of British prisoners of war 
and breaches of the Geneva Conventions 1021 at 
the Comp at Tarhuna, North Africa during the 
period three to four weeks about February 1942 

AFFIDAVIT 

I, No. 4122314, CHARLES HENRY BURGESS, Regimental Sergeant 
Major, Cheshire Regiment, attached 11 South Staffs Ashridge Park 
Oamp, Berkhampstead, Herta; and with a permanent address at 
5, Park Road, Thurnscoe, near Rotherham, Yorkshire, make Oat'' 
and say as follows :- 

1. I was taken prisoner of war on the 29th January 1042 at 
Ghimmes near Benghazi, North Africa: then went to Tarhuna where 
I stayed about one month: then from Tripoli to Naples: then to 
Camp No.sP at Capua where I stayed from the 28th February 1042 
until the 14th August 1942: then to Camp No.53 at Macerata where 
I stayed from the 14th August 1942 to the 15th September 1943: 
I then escaped to the Mountains, was retaken prisoner on the 
14th October 1943 and taken to camp at Aquila. Later I left 
Aquila by train for Camp VII A at 7oosburg arriving there on the 
11th November 1943. I was released on the 29th April 1045. 

2. During the period that I was at the said camp at Tarhuna, 
North Africa, namely from sone three to four weeks in February 
1942 conditions were as follows :- 

General conditions in this camp were extremely bad. Vie had 
to sleep on a stone floor and were only given two small blankets. 

The sanitary arrangements were absolutely filthy. There was 
a large hole which had no flushing and simply got choked. Our mer 
tried to Ket it clear but it was impossible. 

As regards food, while I was there, it was passable, but I 
believe that it was cut to a very low starvation ration after I 
left. I was told so later by many men who came from the said camp 
but I cannot now give their names, ranks or units. 

An regards clothing, there was no issue while I was there. 

As regards disease, there was a lot of dysentery and desert 
sores and the only medical arrangements to deal with this situa-
tion was that there was one Medical Officer to deal with some 
2,400 men in the said camp at that time. Medical supplies, 
equipment and medicines were extremely short; there was one small 
reception room and sick bay, but small attention could be given 
to the sick and only absolutely desperate cases wore sent to 
the Tripoli Hospital some 9 to 10 miles away. 

SWORN at Berkhamsted in the ) 
County of Hertford this 7th ) 	C.H. BURG7.33. 
day of August 1945 

Before me, 
EDGAR W. HUNT. 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 
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IN T1:T,' MATT7R OF: 

The ill.troatment of British erieneoro of war 
breaches of the Genova. Conventione, 1929 at the camp 
at Tarhuna, North Africa, during the period Iarch 
to Juno 11, 1042 

1. 

AFFIDAVIT 

I, Captain RONALD EDWIN MANN, No.160661, A.E.C., with the 
present address of Army School of Education, Wakefield, Yorkshire, and 
with a permanent address at Laidleyn Walk, Fleetwood, Lancashire, make 
Oath and say as follows :- 

In March 1942 I was taken prisoner of war at Mechili, Libya, and 
was from there taken to a camp at Tarhuna, where 13taye. from the end 
of March until June 11th 1942. The conditions at the said camp were 

An regards accommodation.  We wore houeol in a school building, the  
officers having beds, but the other ranks having to sleep on the stone 
floor with a blanket. 

An regards focd. The ration when we first went to the said Camp 
was RS follows: 

About 300 grammes of bread per day: at 11 otclook a portion of 
macaroni sillily and, at 6 o'clock, soup made by boilirg a email portion 
of meat: ir addition, the officers could, at very extc-tionate prices, 
buy from natives onions and dates and other articles. 

During the latter portion of the time I stayed at the oaid caer, 
the numbers of prisoners of war increacod very largely, but the ration 
did not increase proportionately and was very much reduced, but I 
cannot give the exact amounts. The main deficiency in the diet WaS the 
complete absence of fresh vegetables. 

An regards the sanitary arrangements. They were open squat 
latrines and, in conneouence thereof and malnutrition from food 
shortage, there wore many cases of disease, mainly dysentery. I had 
dysentery myself. 

As regards medical arrangements. There was amedical department in 
a wing of the said school with a few beds in it but there was very 
little in the way of medical equipment and supplies: 0.7. I was given 
two injections for dysentery but only at the instigation of our own 
medical officer. The attention from the Italian personnel was 
extremely casual. I was in hospital a week without 7y temperature 
being taken. 

With mein hospital during the same time there was another rank (a 
man whose name I cannot remember but who was in the .4elch Regiment) who 
was given an injection which became infected and he was ill therefrom 
for some months. 

The Italian personnel did not allow the British medical officer to 
take any active part in attending the sick. I cannot remember the 
names of any of the Italian personnel during this time, either medical 
or otherwise. 

2. 	From Tarhuna, I was sent to the following camps: 
No.PS at Capua 

17 at iiezzanella 
" 49 at Fontenallata 

all in Italy and at the time of the Armistice I was in Hospital at 
PiaearZa and wan taken over by the Germans. I escaped from the Germano 
on the 4th October 1043 and wandered in Italy until I croseed the 
German and Allied Lines near the sangro and joined allied forced in 
March 1944. 

3WORN at Wakefield 1Yi the County of) 	R.7. MANN. 
York this 20th day of June 1945 	 Capt.A..C. 

Before me, 

A ComAiosioner for Oaths. 
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2547 

IN THE MATTER OF 

The ill-treatment of British 
prisoners of war and breaches of 
the Geneva Conventions, 1929 at 
the camp at Tarhuna, North Afrioa 
during the period March to June 
11th, 1942 

AFFIDAVIT 

- of - 

Capt. RONALD E. MANN 

THE TnASURY SOLICITOR. 
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IN THE MATTER OF : 

The ill-treatment of British 
prisoners of war and breaches of 
the Geneva Conventions, 1929 at 
the camp at Tarhuna, North Africa 
during the period March to June 
11th, 1942 

AFFIDAVIT 

. of - 

Capt. RONALD E. LIANN 

THE TREASURY SOLICITOR. 



(m) 

IN THE MATTER OF :- 
	 Z54b 

The ill-treatment of prisoners of war and breaches 
of the Geneva Conventions 1929 at a prisoner of 
war Camp at Tarhuna from about 25th April to about 
11th June 1942 

AFFIDAVIT 

I, No. 88702 Captain THOMAS PREACHER, Garrieon Adjutant 
Catterick Garrison H.q., Yorks with a home address at 
"Springbank", Alverstone Avenue, Low Fell, County Durham, make 
Oath and say as follows :- 

1. I was captured and taken prisoner of war on 9th April 
1942 near Meohili. I was taken to Derna (where I wae handed 
over to the Italians), thence to Benghazi: thence to Sirte; 
thence to Miserata and thence to Tarhuna where I arrived on 
or about the 25th April 1942. I remained there till about the 
11th June 1942 when (after a night at Trig Tarhuna) I was taken 
to Tripoli Docks and thence shipped to Naples. 

2. On arriving at Tarhuna my documentation was taken and I 
was issued with the usual blue card to send to my people. Liy 
wife received this in September 1942. My watch and other 
personal effects were taken from me, but I was given a receipt 
for them and these effects were later returned to me. 

3. I was  placed in the prisoners of war compound. I later 
became S.B.O. and as such had contacts with the Commandant 
(name unknown) who raved like a maniac at the slightest 
provocation. 

4. Other ranks were howled in two large rooms which latterly 
accommodated about 125 men. They were overcrowde4 and had no 
beds. They slept on rush mats on the tiled floors, and each 
had two blankets. The officers were provided with double-tier 
beds. There were eleven officers, included among whom were 
the following : 

Captain G.B. Potts (R.H.A.) 
Lieutenant T. Burch (South African Forces) 
Lieutenant C.J. Woods (D.L.I.) 
Lieutenant D.C. Fry (South African Air Force) 
Captain R. Booth, M.C. (Green Howards) 
Lieutenant Emile do Groot (60th K.R.R.S.) 
Lieutenant K.H. Crofton (R.A.) 
Pilot Officer Gee (R.A.F.) 

6. 	We each had about a quarter of a pint of ersatz coffee 
for "breakfast" (about 0800 hours) and nothing more till about 
1100 to 1130 hours. We then had a small portion of macaroni 
and rice (about an inch in the bottom of a billy-can and the 
rest fluid). We also had about 400 granmes of bread each a day. 
At 1730 to 1930 hours we had a minute portion of meat (about 
the size of a match box) and the fluid in which it had been 
000ked. Officers, but not other ranks, could buy onions, eggs 
etc. in the village through the interpreter at exorbitant 
prices. 

6. 	The latrines consisted of holes in the ground and the 
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water supply was irregular. 	We had showers twice while we 
were there and we were periodically deloused. Dysentery was 
rife. We were locked in our rooms at night and if anyone had 
oceaej.on to leave the room for a short while ho had to hammer 
the doer to try and induce a tardy guard to let him out. 

7. 	A Private of the let Weigh Regiment, name unknown, was 
inoculated for dysentery (I think in Fob. 1942) and was placed 
in hospital in the compound. He was inoculated in the thigh 
and the wound ulcerated. After seeing him I requested the 
Commandant through the interpreter to have him removed to a 
hospital where he could receive the attention he obviously 
needed. The matter was referred to the Italian doctor in the 
compound hospital (name unknown) who, considering himself 
professionally affronted, screamed and raved at my request. The 
man was not moved and he was still in the compound hospital 
when we left. I do not known whether he survived. 

SWORN by the said Thomas Preacher ) 
at Richmond in the County of York ) 	T. FREACINR. 
this 21st day of June 1945 	 Capt. 

Before me, 
R. BORROWS. 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 



IN THE rATT7R OF : 
	 :Z5. 31) 

The ill-treatment of Prisoners of War and broaches of 
the Geneva Conventions, 1929, at a prisoners of war 
camp at Tarhuna, North Africa in or about June, 1n42. 

AFFIDAVIT 

I, No. 	9540, Captain E.M. CARAH7R, R.A.!!.C. at present at No•  15  
24 A.S.O., R.A.O.C., Worksop in the County of Nottingham, with a 
private address at Dawnay Hill, Warsop, Nottinghamshire, make 
Oath and say an follows :- 

1. I was captured at Gett-ul-Ualab on the let Jue, 1942 by 
German troops and was handed over to the Italians at Derna about 
9th June 1942. 

2. At Derna there was no sanitation, no food at all for 24 hours 
and only a little after that. I saw no Italian Lledical Officer but 
there was an orderly. I can remember a number of incidents such as 
Italian soldiers prodding British Officers with baronets, but I 
cannot remember the names of any of the persons concerned. 

	

30 	After three days I was moved to Tarhuna by lorry. These wore 
Italian 3- tonners containing 50 men each. Many of the men wore 
suffering from dysentery. At the three transit camps at which we 
stopped there were no latrines. During the journey I complained to 
the Italian Lieutenant in charge of the convoy, whose name I do not 
know, that I had dysentery and was unfit to travel. He insisted 
that I should travel, so I asked if he would stop the convoy from 
time to time to give the men a chance to get out for latrine 
purposes as the lorries wore becoming filthy, this he refused to do. 

4. All the transit camps were in an appalling; condition and 
covered with the filth left by previous occupants. The only 
Italian with whom we had contact was a sergeant whose name I do not 
know. No medical treatment of any kind was given though there 
were many sufferers from dysentery. 

5. I arrived at Tarhuna about the 13th June 1942. With me were 
Major Richmond and Captain Watson both of the R.A.If.C. We were 
allowed to enter the men's camp to interview the Italian Medical 
Officer (a captain whose name I do not know) as we wanted permission 
to give medical treatment to the prisoners in the camp. This 
permission was refused and I formed the opinion that the Medical 
Officer was offensive, ignorant, incompetent and brutal. He 
refused the permission we asked for on the ground that he was in 
charge of the camp and did not want us there. He said, however, we 
could stand and watch him if we liked. Major Richmond criticised 
his treatment of one or two cases which he was treating at the time 
but I cannot myself remember anything of this case. The Italian 
Medical Officer immediately adopted the most unreasonable attitude 
to us and ordered us out of the men's camp threatening that if we 
were not back in the officer's camp in five minutes he would clone 
down the sick bay for a prolonged period and no medical treatment 
would be allowed. While I wan in the men's camp I had numerous 
complaints from the men regarding their medical treatment. 

	

P 	After about a week at Tarhuna I was moved to another carp 
at Suani Ben Aden. 

ve.- 7': at Mansfield in the County of ) 
Ifs'.tingham this 7th day of September 	7.N. CARAHER. 

n45 	Before me R.P. MARCHANT. 
A Commissioner for Oaths. 



IN THE MATTER OF :. Z551 

The ill-treatment of British prisoners of war and 
breaches of the Geneva Conventions, 1929 at a Camp 
at Tarhuna, North Africa, during the period about 
7th to 15th July, 1942. 

AFFIDAVI T. 

I, ABOHIBALD MACKECHNIE BAIRD, No. 7581751, Lance Corporal 
13th Company, R.A.L.C. The Castle, Edinburgh and with a permanent 
address at 63 Milrig Road, Rutherglen, N.B. make oath and Bay 
as follows 

1. 	On the 26th Lay 1942, I was taken prisoner of war at 
Knightsbridge, near Tobruk, North Africa and from there was sent 
to various camps in North Africa among them one at Tarhuna where 
I stayed from about the 7th to the 15th June, 1942. The conditions 
at the said camp were as follows :. 

As regards accommodation, I was housed with several 
thousand others in large buildings whish 	̂1- one floors on which 
we had to sleep with two blankets each but no form cP mattress 
or straw of any kind. 

As regards sanitary arrangements, they were absolutely 
filthy. Holes in a stone floor were the only accommodation. 
Theysoon became choked up and there was no flushing so the 
place became one mass of filth. 

As regards food, the daily ration consisted of about 200 
grammes of bread and a print of rice skilly, sometimes this was 
just plain rice and water with no attempt at flavouring of any 
kind. This was a starvation diet and illness and disease were 
prevalent as a result, the chief amongst them being dysentery 
and desert sores. 

As regards medical arrangements and facilities, these 
were quite inadequate; there was one Italian Medical Officer in 
charge who showed little or no interest in the patients. There 
was little or no medical equipment and the hospital was very 
badly organised. At this time there were several British Medical 
Officers in the Camp, separated from the other prisoners, and 
the Italians refused numerous requests from both the men and 
the Ledical Officers themselves that the latter should be allowed 
to look after their own sick. 

As regards clothing, there was no issue of any description 
although the majority of the prisoners possessed only the clothes 
they had on, namely a shirt and a pair ofl6horts. 

2. 	On leaving the said camp at Tarhuna I was sent to a camp 
at Suani ben Adem, Tripoli, and from there ultimately reached 
Italy during November 1942 where I was kept a prisoner of war 
at Camp No.85 at Brindisi, and then at Camp No.75 at bari, then 
in Outer kura Hospital for some four weeks, then back to Camp 
No.75 at Bari and from there sent to a Working Cap.) at Oherignola. 
From Cherignola I was sent to Camp No.53 at Lacerate, whence I 
escaped at the Armistice on the 8th September 1943; from then 
to Juno 1944 I was wandering in Italy lAntil on that date 1  joined 
the Allies. 

sUlIN at Rutherglen in the County) 
of Lanark the 9th day of August ) 
	

A .1... tsA I i-d) 
1945 

before me, 
ALEX. LACALLAN 
A Commissioner for. Oaths. 
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IN THE MATTER OF :- 

Tho ill-treatment of British Prisoners of War 
and breaches of the Geneva Oonventions 1929 at 
a prisoner of war camp at Tarhuna, North Africa, 
during a period of fourteen days in June, 1942. 

AFFIDAVIT 

I, FRANK WYNNE, Fusilier, No. 4127140, now at 21st 
Holding Battalion, Royal Welch Fusiliers, Newtown, 
Montgomeryshire, and with a permanent address at 117, Upper 
Canning Stroet, Liverpool 1, make Oath and say as follows:- 

1. 	I was taken prisoner of war at or near Gazala, North 
Africa, on the lot Juno 1942, and was taken through various 
transit camps in North Afrioa and eventually spent fourteen 
days at a prisoner of war camp at Tarhuna in June, 1942. 
The conditions in the said camp at that time were as follows:- 

The prisoners of war were housed in a large stone 
building where they had to sleep on the floor without 
bedding. 

The sanitation was merely slit trenches. 

As regards food we were given two rolls and a ladle 
of macaroni skilly per day, and once a week a piece of meat. 
This was quite insufficient to support life, and meant 
gradual starvation. 

SWORN at Newtown in the 
County of Montgomery this 	FRET K WYNNE. 
4th day of May 1945 

Before me, 
J.G. GITTINS. 

A Oommisoioner for Oaths. 
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IN T1 MATTER OF :- 

  

The i11-treatment of British 
prisoners of war and breaches 
of the Geneva Conventions 
1020 at a Prisoner of War 
Camp at Tarhuna, North Africa 
during a period fourteen days 
in June 1142 

AFFIDAVIT 

 

  

- of - 

  

Fusilier FRANK 7YNNE 

     

THE TREASURY SOLICITOR. 



Vf,THE MATTER OF :- 
	 2554 

The ill-treatment of prisoners of war and breaches 
of the Geneva Conventions, 1929, at a prisoner of 
war Camp at Tarhuna during June and July, 1942 

AFFIDAVIT 

No. 913775 Lance-Corporal ROY ALLENBY BARTELL of Lo 
District Provost Company (C.M.P.), Chelsea Barracks, Londo!,, 
S.W.1. with a home address at A Lanbton Terrace, krimroae, 
Jarrow-on-Tyne, County Durham, make Oath and say as follow41 

1. I was captured at Tobruk on 15th June 1942. I w-3nt 
Derna) to Tarhuna, arriving there between 21st/25th June. 
After about three weeks, I was transferred frcm Tarhuna, to n 
ca-lp at :Want Ben Adam. 

2. The Camp at Tarhuna comprised six compounds. 	compote: 1„.4 
(which, so far as I know vas similar to the othe) contaln 
one main stone bungal: 7, surrounded by ar enclosure which gL,.a 
a clearance to the bungalow on oacb side of not more than 
10 feet. The sanitation in my compound consieted of alit trr,: 
and when necessary these w're filled in and further trenches 
were dug nearer the bungalow. 

3. The bungalow contained only one large room with a tiled 
floor. The few who had them slept on rush mats and each man 
had either his own blanket or was without one. Shortly before 
I left this camp, a blanket was issued to each man without one 
but no bolsters or mattresses wore supplied. We were very 
overcrowded and lice and other vermin were prevalent. 	N' 
delousing measures were taken by the Italian Aut'iorities. Beyond 
walking round the yard, there wore no facilites for exerc.ise. 

4. The water was supplied by waggon and placed in the 
compound in petrol drums which were open at the top, We drew 
water in our steel helmets. 

5. We were eaci- given about * pint of ereatz uoffee at CO)" 
to OBOO hours. At about Y:ron we received boiled '.ice and one 
or two small rolls of breaL each. At 1700 to 1P00 hourc, w,3 
received a small piece of meat, :11)( Pit tbr, EOze of a matchbox).  
with a fluid in which it had been cooke:L, 'brut once a week 
we received cheese instead of meat. We received no Red Cross. 
parcels or mail whilst I was at this C.dip but we had one issue 
of about thirty Italian cigarettes each. The w3rif,l'al he4th at 
this Camp was fairly good but "black-outsl  were not I,ncommon. 

A. 	So far as I can recall no acts c4' violence of note were 
committed against prisoners of war whilst 1 wa.' at Tarhuna. 

SWORN by the said ROY ALLENBY ) 
BARTELL at 2/3 The Sanctuary in) 	ROY ALL7NBY 
the City of Wostminater this 	) 

19th day of June 1945 

Before me, 
CHARLES T. HOLLAND. 

A Commissioner for oaths. 

.8)3 
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IN THE MATTER OF :- 

The ill-treatment of prisoners 
of war and breaohes of the Geneva 
Conventions, 1929, at a prisoner 
of war camp at Tarhuna during 
June and July 1942 

AFFIDAVIT 

- of - 

L/Cpl. R.A. BARTELL, C.M.P. 

THE TREASURY SOLICITOR. 
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/To. 7001B46, Sgt. B.. 7")WAR7-1.i, ;;outll 
WIlos Bor(6rers, NO. 21 I.T.O., Brecon. 

••••■on. 

I wrt  captured on 11 June 1142 and taken to Camp 151 at 
Truhuna in !Torth Airioa. The camp was run by Italians and there 
Wq3 a Fascist Colonel in charge. I do not know his name. I was 
there for six months, The medical treatment was very had. About 
five or six -en were dying each week from dysonteryor starvation. 
Our 7,n. 71,3 a 3cotaman. There was an issue of pills and the 
".r) got tho Commandant to agroe to an issue of dry rice to the 
men with dysentery. This was the only treatment which was given. 
We were accommodated in stone buildings - 250 to a building. We 
slept on the stone floor with one blanket per man. It got very 
cold. The m6n Were 30 crowded when sleeping that they slept in 
four rows with the feet of one row between the heads of the next 
and bodies toughing. .When we were issuoi with clothing we were 
issued with Italian uniforms and for two months several men had 
no boots or socks. With re and to the food - the rations were 
short and the Italians took the host of what there was. The 
Italian guards seemed to stet twice as much food as we did. The 
daily diet was a pint of coffee without sugar or milk at 073011m. 
250 gra. issue of bread at DDIO hra., at 1200 hrs a bowl of soup 
with rice in it, and a similar issue at 1770 hrs. No vegetables 
were issued. We got an issue of meat or cheese twice a week. 
I kn^w the Italians got two loaves a day and macaroni and 
spaghetti which we never got. When complaints were made through 
the Camp Leader to the Commandant he stopped everyone's rations 
the next day. This happened about five times to my recollection 
and on those days we had no food at all, as of course there were 
no Red Cross parcels. The water supply was poor - on9 tank 
having to supply 1500 men. With regard to the cigarette issue 
we got an issue once or twice a month if lucky, and then it was 
20 Italian cigarettes. 	If a man had long hair the commandant 
would atop him ten cigarettes. There was not means of getting 
a hair cut. For any alight misdeed such as not standing up 
when the Commandant came rcund, and some men were too weak to do 
so, the Commandant stopped the issue of cigarettes for the whole 
Compound for one week. 

There were latrines which would accommodate four people at 
once but throughout the whole time that I was there these were 
out of order and were wired up and could not be used. We had 
to dig slit trenches round the Camp and use them for latrines. 
At this time there were about 7.5` of the Camp down with 
dysentery. The place was infested with flies and there was a 
foul smell. Men were detailed to cover in the trenches and dig 
new ones each day, but were generally too weak to do no. There 
wan an issue of lime. There wore no screens and the Camp was 
just off the main road into Tripoli. 

On about 27.  December 1942 we were taken across to Italy in 
an Italian steamer. 750 P.Ws were accommodated in each hold, 
and were not allowed out for anythin. They had to eat in 
the hold and use it as a latrine, and sleep there. I remember 
one Gunner in the R.A.1  I ell not know his name, who died of 
dysentery on this voyage. His body was taken up on deck, 
plaoed on top of the hold and covered with tarpaulin:. He was 
left there for two days. When the Italian sailors hosed down 
the decks they hosed his body also. I saw this myself on one 
occasion when I was standing at the top of the stairs to draw 
rations for my group. I shouted to the Italian sentry about 
it but nothing wan done. I do not know the name of the ship 
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nov of any of the :Italians on it. We sailed from Tripoli to 
naples. 

In Italy I wont first of all to Camp 73, which was alright 
for an Italian P.W. Camp. In .',;arch I was moved to Camp 51 and 
remained there until escaping on 15 September 1241. This was 
on the east coast of Italy, but I am not sure of the name of 
the place. I think it was Fort Augusto, or some such name. 
It was run by the Italians. I do not know the names of any of 
the Italian Staff. B.S.1i, White, R.A., was Camp Leader. 
When I got there I was told by Sgt. Smith, S.W.B, who is now 
at an Infantry 0.C.T.U. in Aldershot, that two or three weeks 
beforehand a P.W. had been urinating near the wire and had 
been shot through the head by an Italian sentry without any 
warning. When I wont to this Camp I had a Red Cross parcel 
and a tin of Nestle's Milk. When my kit was being searched 
by the mareahal of the Carabinieri the tin was knocked over 
and as I tried to catch it he struck me over the head with a 
small stick. The accommodation at this Camp was bad. 

At the Camp in North Africa, on the voyage across to 
Italy, and at Camp 53 I was accompanied by Sgt. Allan Bassett, 
S.W.B., also of 'Z' Coy., No.21 I.T.C. Brecon. Sgt. Bassett 
could speak Italian fluently and after his escape he joined 
the Patriots and became the leader of a band which I later 
joined. He got to know the names of many Fascists, whose names 
he handed over to AlIGOT and I think he might know the names 
of some of the Italian personnel of the Camp. 

B.71. EDWARDS. Sgt. 

Taken at Brecon) 
2A April 1245 ) 

P.P. BAGLEY BROWN. 
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	 255, 

The ill-treaVient of prioners of wr and breaches 
of the Geneva Conventions

n
, 1929, at

a 
 a prisoners of 

war Camp at Tarhuna in or about October 1942 

AFFIDAVIT 

I, No.293771 Private JOHN McVrIGH, Cameron Highlanders, 
Highlands Hotel, Strathpeffor, Ross-shire, with a home address at 
38 Poasance, Elinbugrh, make Oath and nay as follows :- 

1. 	I was captured at Tobruk on 27,rd June 1042 and was thence 
taken to nerna, Benghazi and Tarhuna. I was at the Camp at 
Tarhuna from about October 1942 for approximately a month, after 
which I was transferred to Suane Son Adam. 

0. 	The compound I was in at Tarhuna contained a stone building 
(in which our sleeping quarters wore), a cookhouse and (separately 
housed) latrines. We were overcrowded and slept on stone floors 
with a blanket each. Lice wore everywhere and no effective steps 
were taken against them. 

3. The latrines consisted of the usual holes in the ground. 
They were not flushed, and the stench and flies were intolerab]o. 
We had to queue to use the latr ines and many prisoners were 
suffering from dysentery. 

4. The washing arrangements consisted of n pipe with holes in 
it over a trough. We had to queue to wash; I recall an acute 
shortage of soap but not of water. 

5. As regards food, we had "coffee" first thing: 100/150 grammes 
of bread at 1100 hrs. soup (i.e. cabbage water without meat) at 
1300 hrs; in the evening, we had rice or macaroni with a little 
meat added. prisoners often went over the refuse in search of 
something to eat. There were no Red Cross parcels. Once, as a 
punishment, we had no rations issued for a day. 

R. 	As regards medical supplies, there was an acute shortage 
of bandages. The clothing position was very bad, too: no 
clothing was issued, and many were without shirts or boots. 

1.TA'v 	
The Camp Commandant awarded cells for trifling offences, 

e.g. five days for failing to salute. There seems to have been 
lack of system as regards punishments: if one was given 5 days, 
one might serve two if one was lucky or twenty if one was unlucky. 
If anyone Bang, he was told to be quiet. Italian personnel wore 
anti-British; particularly an Interpreter called Greco, and 
Italian American, who was very hostile and: prejudiced. 

SWORN at Dungerall in the 	) 
County of Ross and Cromarty ) 
this 4th day of August 1945 ) 

J. McVEIGH. 

Before me, 
THOMAS H. S, BURNS. 

A Commissioner for Oaths. (NOTARY SEAL) 



In TH7", tfiTT7.1/ oe : 

The ill-treatment of British Prisoners of 
War and breaches of the Geneva Conventions 
1929 at Tarhuna in October and November 1142 

AFFIDAVIT 

I, fro . 5251807 Lance Corporal DOUGLAS STUART GOODCHILD 
m,74. 13t Worce9torehire Regiment, 23rd Infantry Holding 
Battalion, Drill Hall Cap, Roes-on-Wye, Herefordshire, and 
with a private address C/o 7 Preston qead, Winson Green, 
Birmingham 190  make Oath and say as follows :- 

I Was captured at Tobruk on Clot July 1942 by German 
troops. They handed us over to the Italiono apologising for 
having to do no and warning us to keep an eye on our personal 
belongings, watches, rings etc. 

After a 'eek at Derna, three weeka at Barco and three 
months at Benghazi, I arrived at Tarhuna In October 1942. At 
this camp the prisoners of war were housed in a large stone 
building where we had_ to sleep on the floor. I was supplied 
with two blankets. Water was laid on to the camp but was 
almost always turned off and there wan, therefore, no washing 
and the place was infested with lice. It was cold weather 
and the prisoners had only their desert kit and even less, R3 
men would destroy their shirts owing to the lice. The Italia:s 
did issue to some of the men who had no shirt a sort of coat 
and also issued a certain amount of rags and boots.' 

3. We were very overcrowded in this camp. For fool we had 
the usual skilly and two rollu and once a week a piece of -eat. 
This was quite insufficient and we suffered terribly from 
malnutrition, dysentery and beri-bori. 

4. The sanitation was all right while 1 was at this camp. 

5. On arrival we were searched and our personal belongings 
and money talran from us. We wore given a receipt, but neversa 
them again. 

There was a medical camp or infirmary at the side of the 
main camp. 

7. 	The Italian Commandant, whose name I do not know, was very 
severe particularly in punishments. :den were always - being put 
in detention for very minor happenings or for nothing at all. 
Sometimes the whole came was penalisol. For instance, on one 
occasion the sticks holding the wire outaide the windows fell 
out and apparently under the impression that an escape was 
Intended, the Commandant stopped the issue of ersatz coffeoin 
4he morning for a week in the whole cmp. 

2. 	After about a month at Tarhuna I went to a camp at Suane 
ben Adem, where I arrived in early November 1942. 

SWORN at Woking in the County) 
of Surrey this 15th day of 	) 	D.S. GO0DCHIL9. 
June 194 5 

Before me, 
W. LLOYD nAVT73. 

A Oommieniener for oaths. 

1. 

r,  
• 
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IN THE MATTER OF : 

The ill-treatment of British 
prisoners of war and breaches of 
the Geneva Conventions, 1929 
at Tarhuna in Ootober and November 
1942 

AFFIDAVIT 

- of 

L/Cpl. D.S. GOODOHILD 

Tir; TW,1ASURY 20LICITOR. 



IN THE 7ATT7R OF : 

The ill-treatment of prisoners of war and breaches 
of the Geneva Conventions, 1929, at a prisoner of 
war camp at Tarhuna in or about November, 1942. 

AFFIDAVIT 

I, 1102281 Gunner EDWARD ANDREW O'NEILL of 490 Mixed 
Anti-Tank Bty. R.A. Green Street Green near Dartford Kent with 
a home address at 26 Oakes Road, Oheriton, Folkestone, Kent 
make Oath and say as follows :- 

1. I was captured at Fouka on 29th June 1942. After spells 
at Tobruk and Benghazi, I arrived st the Prisoner of War Oarip 
at Tarhuna in or about November 1942. I left the latter Oamp 
for Suani Ben Adem some three weeks later. 

2. I have peruned the Affidavit sworn by Lance/Corporal 
Douglas Stuart Goodobild, N.M., on 15th June 1945 and I confirm 
what he says as to the conditions at Tarhuna Camp. 

3. On the route to Tarhuna from, I think, Homes or Sarte, 
the following incident occurred. A private soldier, whose 
name, / cannot now reoall, was not sufficiently quick in getting 
on to a lorry. The Italian Officer i/o the lorry convoy (a 
Lieutenant by rank) punched the private in the back. The latter 
turned, as if to return the blow. The guards came forward to 
intervene and the private had to report to the Camp Commandant 
on arriving at Tarhuna. The camp Commandant ordered him to be 
taken to the guard-room. I saw the prisoner again four or five 
days before we. left Tarhuna: he told me he had been put on 
bread and water three days out of every four and that he had 
been beaten: he had marks on his body which bore this out and 
he was suffering badly from malnutrition on his release. 

SWORN at Dartford in the ) 
County of Kent-this 21st 	EDWARD ANDREW O'NEILL. 
day of August 1945 

Before me, 
CHARLES B. SEARLE. 

A Commissioner for Oatha. 
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IN THR MATTER OF : 

The ill-treatment of Prisoners of war and breaches 
of the Geneva Conventions, 1929, at a prisoner of 
war camp at Tarhuna in or about Ootober or November 
1942. 

AFFIDAVI3 

I, 4152526 Lance Corporal WALTER FAULKNER, 4 S & T. Inf.Bn., 
Hedgemoor Wood near Ameraham, Bucks, with a home address at 
1 Delamere Road, Great Moor, Stookport, Cheshire, make Oath 
and say as follows :- 

1. I wan captured near Eladba on 30th June 1942. After 
spells at Tobruk, Derna and Benghazi, I reached the prisoner 
Of war Camp at Tarhuna in or about October or November 1942. 
About 3 weeks or a month later, I was transferred to Fort 
Elagela and thence to Suave Ben Adem. 

2. I have perused the Affidavit sworn by L/Opl. Douglas Stuart 
Goodohild, M.M., on the 15th June 1945 and I confirm what he 
says as to the conditions at the Tarhuna Camp, with the following 
comment. 

3. The Camp Commandant withheld cigarettes from prisoners of 
war whose hair was not cropped short, and one experienced some 
diffioulty in getting one's hair cut. 

SWORN at 19 London End Beaconsfield ) 
in the County of Buokingham this 	W. FAULKNER. 
28th day of July 1945 

Before me, 
J. BAILEY GIBSON. 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 



10.  

11. t...??IriVID 

a. . 	.` 'if DI. 'I '; 	;04̀ ' ;1.f'• 	• 

of LP' 

ej!' 	f„.; yr 4, 4,  

/v 7 	 /4..2 3, 

•• 

• 

. . 	 gro 	 IA; r 	A 

"P..? 

1 ‘,11t 

fr-:./ I ‘.•41t 

;mot/ 1 	t • 

7 1 •Idit 

:; 

111 t • 	\ 	11 	I \ 11)1 	I 	I\ 	IT, )1; I 

1 	Dr.VI7 or P to. T. flond onion. 	'I.!! I 41 	-I %It- • 111411 • 
. AO:l in:WIT or L 	 Jo). whit', 1,;1' 	r  , 1•111 I I Hi 	 t )1 	I !, 4t1

• 

,t: 	131.7 IT or (;.!. 	l„(% 	 „„ 	J ,t 	.hify 1'• 

4. AAAPIDA TIT or !jar, 	. 	rtr• 	fwr , 	A ,„-),„1 uoir). 

6. A AIIIII)/..11%.' or 	 15(0111, 11 , 	il•ft !•.', 01 11 Ic I...1 	1 . it'. • 

6. IV 	 . 	Prtt.t,:•1,:rc 	t•ott1) • 	l'r 

7• A.is'011)/ 	P. • 7. 

;4 	•1 ■■ 4 	1' • 

Pt, 	J; 	 !"1 	J 	.1.,/tt; 

1 r" 

2e. 1.1IILAV 	L/ 	4,•„ 

• Ler: • "• • 	• ,,y 	• 

• 	r. 	 At* 

• k_ 

ul .t.' - k. 



Page 4 	
25644 

NOTES ON THE CASE 
) 

(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence ; 
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

If the facts set out in the Affidavits are established 
they constitute War Grime No.xxix ■ ill.treatmunt of Prisoners 
of liar. The Articles of the Geneva 0()nvention, Breeches of 
which are aL c)., are indicated in i,he Particulars of Alleged 

RESPONSIiiILI11: 4. is primary resronsibility for the conditions 
prevriling in the CarT nust lie on the Accused, and particularly 
Accused ro3.1 to 4. :Cie evidunce quite clearly show!3 t:Int they 
can have made little or no attempt to carry out the provisions 
of the Geneva Gonvontion, 

DEVENGE.,A  Accused may plead that they only had the use of 
supplies and equipment provided by other branches of the 
Italian Army. It would be for them to shors that ir such case 
they too all poriblc oter3 to alleviate the condition of the 
prioonoto, and obtain better zuprlie:i: Such a defence would 
not excuse the ice:: of medical attention nor the attitude of 
the Ledical Off leer, the harshness of the Oomandant, nor the 
pro=locuous firtik; o2 rifles. 

GOLIPLETENESs De CASE:  It remains to identify the Accused not 
yet'named, and confirm the'nar:es of'Acousod Vos.l an" 5. 
Enquiry is p:-.ocoedihg for such identification and 
Whom f:ppears to h a strong prim f6cie case for all tilt; 

confirmation. 

accused to 
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UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 

CHARGES AGAINST 
ITMTAtt 

CASE No. 
1 	rs:  

..WAR CRIMINALS 

     

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit; or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.),--  

1. 	 f.4  	annp 	C OLIr.7‘ r.dart, 

5. ''' 	rto fired :shots 	 ) present 

4. Jfnioer 	in charg 	- 	 ) rank s-ar rl- 
- viuserpc PAVI0ELTI, 

Ldjutnnt 	or .s.ecorcl In 	Comm 

e of Guard!:: 	) vritn  

) 	 

- 

6. afficers -1(7t men resronsible icor ''''' -.1 urkwr 	 

	111.4reatmnt or prisoners 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

Over a 45.orioi at 	present urierire 	at least f'rom 
ray 	INP-tO.Ist J,Irvsry 1143 . at the Prisoners of 
rar Clamp at guano .ten Aden:, North Africa. 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

Lmrder 
Vo,xxix 	Ill.treatment 	of prisoners of war 
bruaollon of the Geneva. Convention,  1929 (rrisoners 
of r:ar), 	Articles P,10,11,12,15,14,15,17, 48 & 54. 

Under Enf:11.1h ?,art 
11)*Murder 
J2)_Lanslaughter 

.. 	 • 
SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

Over a perioq at present unefine,I. (but 't least from ''.ay 
1042 to 1st January 1943) the Prisoners of ran' Camp at Suave 
tier? Mem, North Africa, was carried on in a rarner contrary 
to the provisions of the Geneva Convention V)2' relative to 
Pri7,1rers of Tar. 

TRANSMITTED BY ................ 

• Insert serial number under 
which the case is registered in the files of the National Office of the accusing State. 

252 4 
5,000 5/45 A.& E.W.Lt,I. Gp.6S5 
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PARTICULARS OF ALLE(;E I) i i i 	256i 

DurinG t.:Lo said puriod tji v-Ad Cr waa conducted in an 
imprqu,ei: L:Lnner, and in prxti(;ular in that :. 

1) Accdolz.odation 
	

inadoquate (Article:; r 	ln). 

2. 	 r)revi(io all 	 ao 
re,:,t2,4-dt3 1-,4 	 not free 1-...02:1 	aLn , .a3 
inudequatol:/ 	and no p2:sope fcrIventenceo were prov10.0d 
(keticles 10 and 15). 

3) eau(' rations were int,dequat,s Pild the rater supply both for 
and aa2hin wc:.0 int4lequate (e'Liol(; 15). 

4) inau2ficlec,t clothins 	/-rilvidE(i (Article 

5) do proper factl1c3 or phy9ica1 exercioo.werc provided 
(Article 1:). 

(3) -Iodicv,1 atten.Gion and supplien were inadequate, ard no propor 
ini:irmary 	provid.t:d 	 1' arid 111 

7) intellectual f_nd f3roi-k;in 	 no-:; orooured 
(Article 17). 

a) Priaoneru were in3ulted, aflaultod, and in .3one •ase3 vrere 
Shot on attempting eccapo (11rtic3es 2, 46 and .54).• 
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IN THE LatilER ()L' 	 268 

The ill-treatment of British pri:3onors of war 
and breaches of the Geneva Conventions, 1929, at 
a Camp at Suani on Adem, North African, during 
the month of July, 1942. • 

AFFIDAVIT 

ARCHIBALD LACKECHNIE kIAIRD, No. 7361731, Lance 
Corporal 13th Company, R.A.14.0., The Castle, Edinburgh and 
with a permanent address at 53 kilrig Road, Rutherglen, N.B. 
make oath and say as follows :- 

1. On the 26th lay, 1942, I was taken prisoner of war at 
Knightsbridge, near Tobruk, North Africa and from there was 
sent to various North African Camps including that at Suani 
ben Adem where I stayed from about 21st June to 21st November 
1942. The conditions at the said Camp were as follows :. 

As regards accommodation, this camp consisted of a wired 
off area with several trees amongst which were rows of tents. 
These were our sleeping quarters. There was no covering on 
the ground, we slept on the bare sand. The camp was a mass 
of fleas and lice. The only attempt made by the Italians to 
improve the situation was the use of a primitive disinfector 
which was quite ineffective as a destructor, it merely succeeded 
in hatching the eggs. 

As regards food, the daily ration was about 200 grammes of 
bread and a thin vegetable skilly with rice in it; sometimes 
it was mere rice and water. This was a starvation diet and 
malnutrition, lack of vitamins and dysentery were rampant. 

As regards medical :Ionditions, the position was that 
there was a medical inspection room which was in charge of 
an Italian kedioal Officer with a British kedical Officer 
under him whose name waL Oapt. Caraher, whose home address 
I believe to be Davni Hill, Warsop, Nottinghamshire. He 
would be able to give you a detailed account of the medical 
and general oond'Itions in the said camp. 

2. After leaving the said camps in North Africa I ultimately 
reached Italy during November, 1942, where 1 was kept a 
prisoner of war 	Camp No.85 at Brindisi, and then at Camp 
No.75 at Bari, then in Outer Lura Hospital for some four weeks, 
then back to Camp No.75 at Bari and from there sent to a 
Working Camp at Cherignola. From Cherignola I was sent to 
Camp No.53 at Macerata, whence I escaped at the Armistice on 
the 8th September 1943; from then to Juno, 1944 1  was wandering 
in Italy until on that date I joined the Allies. 

SWORN at Rutherglen in the 	) 
County of Lanark the 9th day 	 A.L. BAIRD 
of August 1945 

Before me, 
ALEX. LiACALLAN 
A Commissioner for Oaths. 



  

112. 

IN TIT?, MATT7R OF : 

The ill-treatment of prisoners of war and breaches of 
the Geneva Conventions, 19220  at a prisoners of war 
camp at Suani Ben Adorn from June to Ausust, 1942. 

    

AFFIDAVIT 

I, No.150540, Captain 7.M. CARAH7R, R.A.M.O. at present at 
24A.1.1  R.A.0.C. Workaop in the County of Nottingham, with a 
private address at Dawnay Hill, Warsop, Nottinghamshire, make Oath 
and say as follows :- 

1. 	I was captured at Gott-el-Ualab on the 1st June 1942, by German 
troops and was handed over to the Italians at Derna about 9th June 
1942. After a week at Tarhuna I was moved to the Camp at Suano Ben 
Adorn, arrtvtng there about the 20th June 1242. 

3. The conditions in this camp were very had particularly on the 
medical nide. No attempt was made to control dysentery and 
diphtheria, which were rife, as well sae beri-beri. Only moribund 
canes were admitted to Tripoli hospital owing to the lack of 
accommodation. The medical equipment was sufficient to deal with a 
camp of 50 men and in July 1942, there were 4,500 in the camp. Prior 
to the camp being opened an Italian soldier and three arabs were 
removed to Tripoli hospital with typhus fever from this site. This 
I was told by the Italian Medical Officer named GuineDpi Raffelli. 
The only precaution that I heard of was that the Medical Staff were 
inoculated with typhus vaccine. 

4. The rations were inadequate. I estimated that the daily ration 
contained about 1,200 calories. I was refused permission to have a 
weighing machine in the cookhouse to check the rations. 

5. The name of the Camp Commandant wan Captain Montemurro. I spoke 
to him daily and several times oomplained to him of the conditions 
at the camp, both as to the lack of food and medical attention to 
'shish I have referred. I also complained of the beatings which took 
place in the punishment pen. Prisoners in this punishment pen were 
beaten and kicked regularly once a week. This was done by two Pasctit 
sergeant majors, generally on a Friday night. I do not think I over 
knew the names of the two fascists but I think I might be able to 
recognise them. Captain Montemurro refused to believe that this 
occurred. One night, the date of which I do not remember, I male 
Captain !iontemurro come and witness the beating. He saw a British 
soldier being beaten. He called out and the beating stopped. He 
called the two fascists out and conversed with them for some ten 
minutes after which he told me the beatings were justified because 
the men in the pen had been ordered to drop the side flaps of their 
tent and had refused to do so. There were, in fact, no side flaps. 
The tent being only 20 yards from Montemurro this was pointed out 
to him, ho shrugged his shoulders and went away. I cannot say for 
certain whether there were any more beatings after this, nor can I 
recollect the name of any British soldier who was beaten. It was 
only when I made Montemurro witness them that he believed that such 
beatings took place. 

S. 	On a date which I cannot recollect a Company Sergeant Major of 
the Northumberland Fusiliers (I believe his name was Foster) was shot 
while attempting to escape. I do not know any of the details of the 
attempt. His body was left for several hours beside the wire for 
everyone to see. 

7. 	The water supply was extremely poor and was frequently turned 
off by way of collective punishment. 

9. 	I loft Suano-Ben-Adem about 25th August 1242. 

SWORN at Mansfield in the county of ) 
Nottingham this 7th day of September) 	T.N. CARAH7R. 
1n45 

Before me, 
R.P. :!,ARCHANT. 

A Commissioner for oaths. 
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The ill-treatme:t of prisoner d 	e  s

•of the Genevs 	 1::.inc, ner of 
war camp at Suan] Be., 

A t .'7 IDAVIT 

I, No. 439582P, prvate JA'!73 LANAGAN, Green Howarls, 
Richmond, Yorks, on indet'inite leave pending di.sc:har031  vith 
a permanent address at 3, John *treat, Miles Platting, Yorke, 
?nice Oath and say as foll::wo :- 

1. I was captured at GazAla, North Africa, on let June 1.942 
and I was thence taker. to Suani Ben Adorn, from which, after about 
eight days, I was transrorted to Brindisi, via Tripoli. 

2. The prisoner of war compound at Suani pen Adam was sone 
200 yards squire and it contsned sovora.1 large huts and a 
cookhouse. The huts were more or less uniform in pattern and 
the one in which T. was I:laced contained one large room with a 
stone floor. We slept on rush mats and T was issued with two 
blankets on arrival. We were pretty overcrowded and lice and 
t%gn were prevalent. 

3. The washing arrangements were proviThr.f. by two taps, 
serving a trough beneath at which not more than six men could 
wash at a time. These arrangements were who 	inadequate as 
there were about 1,000 prisoners of war in the compound. 

4. The sanitary arrangements were provided by alit trenches 
which were sited on ground eloping away from the huts. These 
were not attended to or replaced by other trenches when 
necessary and in consequence became highly insanitary. 

5. At 07X hours we had the usual ersatz coffee and at 10.50 
hours each man received 200 grammes of bread and a small portion 
of cheese. This completed our day's rations and we received no 
Red Cross parcels. 

	

S. 	Dysentery was rife throughout the camp, but most of the 
prisoners of war had probably contracted the complaint before 
their arrival. There was an Italian Medical Officer, but as he 
had far more tc) do than he could possibly cope with, there seeme.:1 
little point in seeking medical attention. I recall that one 
man had two bullets in his arm whilst I was at this camp and 
that they had not been extracted when I left. 

	

7. 	I car recall no specific case of violence of note committed 
against prisoners of war whilst I was at 3uani Ben Aden. 

SWORN by the said JAMES LANAGAY) 
at Manchester in the County of ) 
Lancashire this 13th day of 
June 1945 

Before me, 
E.J. HOWARTH, 

City of Manchester. 
A Commissioner for Oaths. 
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IN THE MATTER OF : 

The 111-treatment of prisoners 
of war and breathes of the 
Geneva Conventions 1929, at 
a prisoner of war damp at Suani 
Ben Adam during June 1942 

AFFIDAVIT 

- of - 

Pte. JAMES LANAGAN 

THE TREASURY SOLICITOR. 
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Tr TH TilATTNR OF :- Z57. 

The ill-treatment of British prisoners of war and 
broachen of the Goneva Conventions 1029 at a 
Prisonor of War Camp at Suane Ben Aden, North Africa 
during about a month in or about July 1042 

AFFIDAVIT 

I, FRANK WYNNE, Fuather, Now 4127140, now at 21st Holding 
Battalion, Royal Welch Fusiliers, Newtown, Montgomeryshire, and 
with a permanent address at 117, Upper CanningStreet, Liverpool 
SI  make Oath and say as follows ;- 

1, I was taken prisoner of -ar at or near Gazala, North Africa, 
on the 1st June 1042, and crag taken through various transit 
camps in North Africa, I eventually spent fourteen days at a 
prisoner of war camp at Tarhuna in June 1042, and from there was 
sent to a prisoner of war camp at Suann Ben Aden, North Africa, 
where I spent about a month during July 1942. 

The conditions at the nail camp at this time were 

AS regards aacommodation, wo had tents on sand. They wore 
extremely verminous and full of lice. 

As ror;ards nanitation, it as merely slit trenches, and in 
consequence there waa a great deal of disease;  manly dysentery. 

As regards medical arrangements, there wan a. First Aid tent, 
but no hospital. 

As regards food, we only had one loaf and a piece of cheese 
and a pint of skilly per day, aitn a cup of coffee in the 
morning. This was a case of slow starvation. 

7. 	During the said period in July 1942 at the said camp, one 
night (I cannot give the exact date) there was an attempted escape 
and the death of a prisoner of war by shooting. I did not 
witness the incident myself. I heard a shot or shots during the 
night, and the next day I heard (I cannot give the names, ranks 
or units of any of my informanta l  but it was co=on talk in the 
camp at the time) that '1  party of four or five prisoners of war 
had attempted to escape during the night: that all had got 
through the wire except Sergeant-L,ejor Scott (I cannot give his 
unit): that ho was shot while gdtting through the wire. I and 
others wont to the spot and saw a body of a man then lying out-
side the wire covered with a blanket. I was told, I cannot say 
by whom, that it was that of Sergeant-Major Scott. It was left 
there until midday, and wan then taken away in an anbulance. I 
did not hear what happened to the other men who °soaped on that 
night. 

W0771  at 11ertown in the 
County of i,:iontgomery this 

	
FRANK WYNN7. 

4th iay of ;lay 104F 

Before me, 
J.T. 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 
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IN THE MATTER OF :- 

The 111-treatment of British 
prisoners of war and breaches 
of the Geneva Oonventionn 1f?29 
at a prisoner of war Camp at 
Suene Ben Aden, North Africa, 
during about a month in or 
about July 1942 

AFFIDAVIT 

- of 

Fusilier, PRANK UrNVE 

THB TR7ASURY SOLICITOR. 
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IN TH7 MATT7R OF 

The ill-treatment of prisoners of war and breaches 
of the Geneva Conventions, 1129, at a prisoner of 
war camp at Suane ben Adem between July and October 1142 

AFFTWIT  

No.913775 Lance-Corporal. 	ALLENBY BARTELL of London 
District. Provost Company (C.M.P.) ehelsea Barracks, London, S.W.1. 
with a home address at 8 Lambton Terrace, Primrose, Jarrow-on-Tyne, 
County Durhoen, make Oath and say as follows :- 

1. I was captured. at Tobruk on 15th June 1142. 
to Tarhuna where I arrived between 21st and 25th 
there about three weeks and was then transferred 
I left the latter camp early in October 1942 ant 
Tripoli to Naples, 

2. On arriving at Suani Ben Adorn I was nut in a large compound 
containing perhaps 4000 - 5000 men. We were accommodated in large 
tents, consisting of Italian groundeheete fastened together, and 
each tent contained 30 to 40 mon. The compound was sited on locese 
sand which was infested with fleas, lice and other vermin. The 
sanitary arrangevments consisted of slit trenches. Unless prisoners 
of war were fo'tunato enough to have their British groundsheets 
they slept on the sand. Those ;;no weee without them were issued 
with two Italian blankets each. 

3. The washing arrangements were provided by six or seven taps at 
ono end of the compound and by about the same number at the other. 
The wen;er was turned on for two hours during the morning and for 
about the same time at night and we used to have to form queues for 
water. 

4 , 	We reoeived the usual ersatz coffee in the morning and at 1030 
hours each man receivel about 200 Gran-nee of broad. At 1230 hours 
we had rice or macaroni, with perhaps, a few beans: and at 1700 to 
1900 hours we perhaps had meat and the water in which it was boiled, 
The rations were slightly more than at Tarhuna. 

5. 	The compound was large enough for us to take exercise; but the 
softness of the sand made this practically impossible. No facili-
ties for exercise were erranged. We received no Red Cross paroels 
or mail. 

R. 	There was an :,.I. room in the general cam which was staffecl, 
by an Italian 7n.0.5  two British M.Os. and P.A..C. personnel. 
Desert sores and dysentery were rife and there was always a largo 
queue on the sick parades each morning. Only the most serious 
Oases of illness were taken from the compound and sent to hospital, 

7. One night, perhees between 2300 and 0300 hours, I heard three 
shots fired; but I thought little of it. The next morning, I ORW 
the bod' of C.n.!.!. Foster (Northumberland Pusiliern). It was then 
lying within the wire enclosure and was covered wi th a groundsheet. 
It was generally rumoured that 0.2. Foster had been shot whilst 
trying to crawl through the wire. The point where I found the body 
was within about six yards of a senicenr-post. 

8. Except as otherwise herein stated, I can recall no acts of 
violence of note, committed aealaet prisoners of was whilst I was 
at this Camp. 

SWORN by the said ROY ALLENBY BARTSIJ ) 
at 2/3 The Sanctuary in the City of ) ROY ALLENBY BARTELL. 
-;:eotminster this 18th day of June I24E) 

Before me, 
CHARLES T. HOLLAND. 

A Commissioner for Oaths 

I wont (via Oerna) 
June. I remained 
to Suani Ben Aden. 
I was shipped via 
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IN THE MATTER OF t- 

The ill-treatment of prisoners 
of war and breaches of the 
Geneva Conventions, 1929, at a 
prisoner of war clamp at Suani 
Ben Adem between July and 
October 1942 

AFFIDAVIT 

- of - 

L/Opl. ROY ALLENBY BARTELL 

....VIMMIMO■■••••••••■•• 

THE TREASURY SOLICITOR. 
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IN THE MATTER OF : 

The ill-treats-nt of prisoners of war ancl breaches 
of the Geneva Convention, 192, at a prisoner of 
war camp at Suani Ben Adorn 	tho period from 
September 1942 to Now Years Day, 1q4, 

A iP PIDA.V IT 

I, .8,40 	Driver JOHN 7LIZOT BOWMAN of Yo. 1 Holding Bn. 
R,A,S.C., Buckingham Road, Leeds, with a permanent address at 
Supreme Villa, Mansfield Road, Skegbys  17ctts. make Oath and 
say as follows :- 

1. I was captured at Cussabat, near Tripoli, on 19th or 20th 
September 1942. I was taken thence to Tarhuna, from which, 
after about a day and a half, I was transferred to the Prisoner 
of War Camp at Suani Ben Adam. I remained at the 15-Ater Camp 
till New Year 	Day, 10430  when I was chipped, via Tripoli, to 
Palermo. 

2. The Camp at Suani Ben Aden was sited on loose sand (which 
was very verminous), and we lived 9.nd slept in the open under 
the trees. Each man was issued with one small blanket and, as 
it rained a good deal while I was at this Camp and we were clad 
only in Khaki drill, we suffered acute discomfort. Dysentery and 
desert sores were rife and no one had sufficient energy for 
exercise, even if there had been the neceosary facilities. 

3. We had "ersatz"  coffee, first thing, 	mearrxe bread- 
ration at about 0900 hours. A ladle-full oi watery skilly at 
midday concluded opt rations for the day. There were no Red 
Cross parcels. 

4. Sanitation consisted of alit trenches. We were necessarily 
within about 30 yards of them and the stench was indescribable. 

5. There was one tap in the comptund at which we had to queue 
for drinking water. One was lucky if the water was not turned 
off befor9 one reached the tap. It was sometimes possible to 
get drinking water at the cookhou3e when the staff were amenable. 

8. 	We had a South African Medical Officer; but as he had no 
staff and the Italians gave him little or no medical supplies, 

there was not much he could do for us. 

7. 	I can recall no specific acts of violence committed against 
prisoners of war while I was at this Camp. 

SWORN at Leeds in the 
County of York this 23rd 	 J. P'. BOWMAN. 

day of July 1945 

Before me, 
J.J. ROBINSON. 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 
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IN THE MATTER OF :- 

The ill-treatment of British prisoners of war 
and breaches of the Geneva Conventions 1929 
at Suane ben Adem in November 1942 

AFFIDAVIT 

I, No. 5251607 Lance Corporal DOUGLAS STUART GOODOHILD M.N. 
let Worcestershire Regiment, 23rd Infantry Holding Battalion, 
Drill Hall Camp, Roos-on-Wye, Herefordshire, and with a private 
address 0/0 7 Preston Road, Winson Green, Birmingham 15, make 
Oath and say as follows :- 

1. 	I was captured at Tobruk on 21st June 1942 by German troops. 
They handed un over to the Italians apologising for having tc do 
no and warning us to keep an eye on our personal belongings, 
watches, rings etc. 

kr • After a week at Darns, three weeks at Bares and throe 
months at Benghazi, I arrived at Tarhuna in October 1942. After 
about a month at Tarhuna I went to Suane ben Adorn, arriving 
early in November 1942. 

3. We were accommodated in tents on the sand. The sand was 
full of fleas and the whole place was infested with lice. We 
were very overcrowded. 

4. For food we each received per day a loaf of I think 200 
grammes which was often mouldy, or half a loaf and a biscuit 
which was full of weevils. We also had skilly, and a cup of 
ooffee, or rather ersatz coffee, in the morning. As a result 
we were slowly starved and suffered badly from malnutrition 
and other diseases. The British medical officer, whose name 
I do not remember, could do little for us, as he had no medical 
supplies. 

5. The sanitation consisted merely of slit trenches and as 
there was a lot of dysentery, the conditions were very bad. 
There was no water for sanitation and as regards washing, while 
water was laid on, it was mostly cut off. I never had a bath 
at this camp. 

P. 	The ()amp was always dark, as it was situated under palm 
trees. When it rained, which was frequently, the viater would 
drip off the trees onto the camp for two days after the rain 
stopped. The weather was cold and we suffered continuously from 
exposure, as we had only our desirt kit. No clothing was 
issued bythe Italiane. 

7, 	On one occasion, the date of which I do not remember, I 
said I wanted a tooth extracting, which was not the case, and 
was taken to Tripoli where a sound tooth was extracted without 
an anaesthetic. I did, however, while I was in the hospital, 
get some bread and cigarettes. 

S. 	In this camp the prisoners were traated like beasts rather 
than human beings.. We were put in the camp and left almost 
entirely alone except at feeding time. The Italians ignored us 
except when they had to come in for this purpose, when they 
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would abuse un and spit on UB. The oamp was well fortified 
and guarded and we were too weak to makeany attempt at escape. 

9. On another occasion, the date of which I do not remember, 
it was found there was a man missing from roll-call. The 
Italians made a great to do and after search was made, he was 
found in his bed dead. The Commandant was not help to us. 
He would promise improvements when we complained, but never 
carried out any.  promises. I do not remember his name. 

10. We got progressively weaker and more ill at this camp and 
as our troops approached Tripoli and we wanted to try and 
escape and rejoin them we had not the energy to do so. We used 
to have black-outs and fainting fits if we tried any exertion 
at all. 

11. Towards the end of November we were marked down to the 
cloaks at Tripoli, being kicked and shouted at on the way. 
We went to Italy by sea, arriving at Naples on the 30th November 
1942. 

SWORN at Woking in the County) 
of Surrey this 15th day of 	) 
June 1g45 

D.S. GOODCHILD. 

Before me, 
W. LLOYD DAVIES. 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 



 

IN THE MATTER OF : 

112. 

257b 
The ill-treatment of prisoners of war and. breaches 
of the Geneva Conventions, 1929 at a prisoners of 
war Camp at Suane Ben Aden: in or about November 
and December, 1942 

A Fy T_ J Ay I T 

I, 2937731 Private „TORT MoVEICH)  Cameron HAghlcnrs, 
Highland Hotel, Strathpeffer, Pc,no-shire, with a home adress at 
36 Pleasance, Edinburgh, make Gath and say ae foilowe 

1. I was captured at Tobruk on 23rd June 1942. After spells 
at porno., Benghazi and Tarhuna, I reached the Prisoner of War 
Camp at Suane Ben Adem in or about rovemter 1942. I remained 
there till 1  was shipped to Taranto via Tripoli on let January 
1943. 

2. . I have perused the Affidavit sworn by Driver John Elliot 
Bowman R.A.S.C. on 23rd July 1945 and I confirm what be says 
therein as to the Camp at Suane Ben Adorn, with the following 
comments. 

3. As to paragraph 3 of the said Affllavit, we got rice or 
macaroni at night, to the bent of my recollection. 

4. As Lo paragraph 8 thereof the British 1!.0. wan a Major 
(whose name I do not now recall). There were no anaesthetics. 

5. Italian personnel were not unfriendly: they sonetimes gave 
us cigarettes. 

SWORN at 01/111,,,,if ) 

;-) 	) 
in the 61476-1 	of It Oil f tW ca.4; ) 
this P1441, day of A-7,v-tor 
194 5 • 

pit  1if.571, 

Before me, 

A Oommissioner for Oaths. 
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IN THE MATTER OF : 

The ill-treatment of Prisoners of War and breaches 
of the Geneva Conventions, 1929, at a prisoner of 
war Camp at Suani Ben Adam for about 9 days in 
November/Decamber, 1942. 

AFFIDAVIT 

I, 4132528 Lance Corporal WALTER FAULKNER, 4 S. & T. 
Inf. Bn., Hodgemoor Wood near Amersham Bucks, with a home 
address at 1 Delamere Road, Great Moor, Stookport, Cheshire, 
make Oath and pay as follows :- 

1. I was captured near Eladba on 30th June 1942. After 
spells at Tobruk, Derna, Benghazi, Tarhuna and Fort Elagela, 
I was transferred to a prisoner of war Oamp at Suani Ben Adem. 
I remained at the latter camp for about 9 days and on 5th 
December 1942 I was shipped via Tripoli to Naples and thence 
taken to Oamp No.88 at Oapua. 

2.  I have perused the Affidavit sworn by Driver John Elliot 
Bowman, R.A.S.O., on 23rd July 1045 and i confirm what he says 
therein as to conditions at the Camp at Suani Ben Adam, with 
the following comments. 

3. As to paragraph 2 of the said Affidavit, I confirm that 
most of us slept in the open as there were enough tents only 
for a minority. We could not sleep at night because of the 
fleas. 

4. As to paragraph 3 thereof,. my recollection is that we 
could get about a pint of skilly or macaroni at night; but as 
we had to collect fuel to cook it, it was not ready till 0 or 
10 'p.m. and we then had to queue for it. 

5. As to paragraph 5 thereof, the tap was served by water 
which was pumped electrically from a well. If the electric 
plant went wrong, we had to fix it as the Italians seemed 
unable to put it right. I never got drinking water at the cook- 
house. 

	

8. 	As to paragraph fi thereof the medical ward was sited close 
to the latrines. 

SWORN at Beaconsfield in ) 
the County of Buckingham 
	 W. FAULKNER 

this 10th day of August 
1945 

Before me, 
J. BAILEY GIBSON. 

A Oomminsioner for oaths. 
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IN TAT: MATTER OF : 

The ill-treatment of Prisoners of War and breaches 
of the Geneva Conventions, 1929, at a prisoner of 
war camp at Suani Ben Adem, during Deoember, 1942. 

AFFIDAVIT 

I, 1102261 Gunner EDWARD ANDR7W O'NEILL, 490 Mixed 
Anti-Tank Battery R.A. Green Street Green, near Dartford, Kent 
with a home address at 26 Oakes Road, Oheriton, Folkestone, 
Kent, make Oath and say as follows :- 

1. I was captured at Fouka on 29th June 1942. After spells 
at Tobruk, Benghazi and Tarhuna, I_arrived at the Camp at Suani 
Ben Adem in or about December 1942 and left it on lot January 
1943. On leaving this Camp, I was shipped via Tripoli to 
Taranto and I was thence taken to Camp No.66 at Oapua. 

2. I have perused the Affidavits respectively sworn by Driver 
John valiot Bowman, R.A.S.0. on 23rd July 1945 and by Lance-
Corporal Walter Faulkner on 10th August 1945 and I confirm 
what Driver Bowman says as to the Camp at Suani Ben Adam, with 
and subject to the comments Lance-Corporal Faulkner makes in 
his said Affidavit. 

3. As to paragraph 4 of Lance-Corporal Faulkner's Affidavit, 
there were two successive Camp Commandants while I waa at this 
Camp: the first was indifferent whether we had fuel or not, the 
second organised parties to collect fuel. 

SWORN at Dartford in the ) 
pounty of Kent this 21st ) 
	

EDWARD kYDREW O' NF 
day of August 1945 

Before me, 
OHARL7S B. SEARL7. 

A Commissioner for oaths. 
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IN THE MATTE} 02 :- 

The ill-treatment of British Prisoners of War 
and breaches of the Geneva Conventions, 1929, at 
Camp Suani ben Adem, North Africa during the 
period prior to 14th August 1943. 

AFFIDAVIT 

I, No. 4122314, CHARLES HENRY bURGESS, Regimental Sergeant 
i..ajor, Cheshire Regiment attached 11 South Staffs. Ashridge Park, 
Camp, derkhampstead, Herts. and with a permanent addreee at 5 Park 
Road, Thurnscoe, near Rotherham, Yorkshire, make oath and aay ae 
follows :- 

1. I WR3 taken prisoner of war on the 29th January 104;?, at 
Ghemmines Lear Benghazi, North Africa: then wert to Tarhuna where 
I stayed about oce month: then from Tripoli to Naplee: then to 
Camp No.66 at Capue where I stayed from the 28th toebruary 1942 
until the 14th August 1943: then to Camp No.53 at Macerate where 
I stayed from the 14th August 1943 to the 15th September 1943: I 
then escaped to the Mountains, was retaken prisoner on the 14th 
October 1943, and taken to camp at Aquila. Later I left Aquila by 
train for Caw VII.A at Moosburg arriving there on the llth 
November 1943. I was released on the 29th April 1945. 

2. During the period that I was at the said Camp No.66 at Capua, 
namely from the 28th February 1942 to the 14th August 1943 ewo 
drafts of approximately 2,000 men each came straight on from 
Suani ben Adem in North Africa to the said Camp No.66 at Capua. 
The dates of each of the two said drafts arrival were approxi-
mately 1942 and December 1942. The said drafts were in such a 
deplorable state of starvation, disease and neglect that when 
they arrived at Capua Station at 5 p.m. one evening, the Italian 
Authorities would not bring them into Camp at Capua but kept 
them at the station until mid-night so that no-one could see 
their deplorable condition. They were all in an advanced state 
of starvation and were almost all suffering from dysentery and 
desert sores. Many were desperately ill, some of the men had no 
clothes of any sort or description except a small blanket as a 
loin cloth and no boots or shoes at all. It was a case of the 
most ghastly and criminal neglect. The most desperate cases were 
sent on at once to Caserta hospital and I heard (I cannot now 
give the name, rank or unit of my informants) that there were 
more than 100 deaths at Caserta hospital from one of the saiddrafts, 

iie Protecting Power inspected, and saw one of these drafts 
and, I presume, reported on their condition. They sent for the 
local General, whose name I cannot now give, and insisted that 
clothing should be provided, and this was done within a few hour, 

can give the name of one of the men who suffered from 
being in one of these drafts, namely : 

Private C. Bradbury, Cheshire Regiment 

he became a prisoner of war in Germany and has snce been 
repatriated. 

SWAIN at berkhamsted in the County) 
of Hertford this 7th day of August) 	R.H. BURGESS, R.3.:,..  
1945 

before me, 
EDGAR W. HUNT 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 
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1. meluvIT or LiCrl. A 	BMRD, -worn 9th Augult 1049. 
Or  t. 	CARICrEit, sworn 7th Sertomber 1945. 

J. LAn'tlAr, =orr 1'3th Jun' 1945. 

e. 	:n7orn 4th 	r124!7. 
TVOrl, 	 77forn 1fth Juno Y'45. 

Dvre  3.12. JOYTAII, sworn P3rd July 1945, 

Werl. 	UjODWIILD, rl'porn 15th Junn /949. 

Ptc. J. 	3';:*orn 4th Augurit 1P4F). 

T_ 	Ft.1.7T1111-Z, 	inth August 1249-. 

7 . 

 AlAilDkVL of 

- • 12 1DAYIT of 

4* AVFIDAVI; or 

5. LeFIDAV.0 02 

6. AeFIDAVI) of 

7. AL'FIDAVI'' 

8. A44IDAVL of 

9. AFFIDAVI- 

1C. ;-.:VIDIJI I 	 --;orn ()1st Auflarlt 1"45. 

11. AJiFIDLVIT Of it. 	O.H. BU:WEai, corn 7th August 1049, 

JocuLc:ntr, arr2 attf,x'Aca. 

• 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 
	 25E34 

(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (h) the probable defence; 
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

12 life
-
, 	set out in tlo Affiavit. 	z.--1„. 	 t.loy 

constit..,te 	 11J. X-CLX ma 	 :t Of  
.the Arti ;1(-- of 	Li,  neva Genvcr-!,dol., 	 rro 

indicaL.ea in tae Particulars of 	Cr_..  

case of dev.th roferr. to b, L/C-1, JooJciil (0.7 in Particulars 
of Lvidence in oupport, par%.9) would amount to Lar-Aau7,hter bj 
Ne,aect, Tice snootier rufcrrc(1 to 'oy 	e, W.,-Ino (No.4 in 
Particvlri- of Evidence in Ouprort„ para.:J) and that referred to 
by L/Grl., 	bartell (it).5 in Particulars of Lvilence in 
Suprort, rara.7) nay _c.4ount to V:ar ,t;rima 	-urdor„ subject 
to the Possibilif,y of .c 

EL. J. LJILPixt 	rrimary 	 2or the conJitions 
:X-the Gal - lik_s on Accusd No.1, witil hir Ocnigr 

Otficc-Th 	2 	 c'snditions, particularly 
on Accu;'-(1 	Little Ali. no o,tter.- t zeurs to ILfwe been made to 
implercnt the _.L'luircl:c!nt -, of tIL v2,:eva 00hventi,Dn. .1.  Pc 'ard -; tho 
cases of -:o stir: (1: '.. -,c ;o are not the sal.° Irciriort, -it_ . 
discrrrarcy in '.1.tc: na-e, of the deccaed) tale rri, .y.ry relronsilJility 
is on Lccused Ns., 	c_conda.cily on their 0:2iocr, Accused 
and the Accused .ios.1 anu 2, as responsible for tile_ generalsysten 
under vhich guard:"fired to hill. 

AccusL_ j  rAead, in rerly to the gereral 	e, 
tria=0,/ only 	,..1/4; use or sur-lie3 c: ;CI.T,:_nt with which 
they were pl'ovided. 4sv.t they 7:oula hay_ t.2 .1c- that 1,,a, .-1.o.e all 
possible enavour_; to Llleviate tho aho,-,_:,;(: oil suprlieJ, and the 
conditions undtr 	 rrisoncra 11S1 :;.) live. ouch shurtary,e, 
also, would not excuse wie lack o1: hygienic attention, and the 
insults and ugly trca ment of prisoners. A3 ro-ards the shooting, 
the guard or guard_ oJno,rned Lad, plead the orders of their 
sur-riors, but it is submitted this 7:ould be no defence to a 
criminal charge of murder or mansluLiater, Their superior' officers 
mi;ht plead that the guards acted in excess of orders, but they 
would ;till no respon,,ible for the conduct of the men under their 
chari,e. 

COL.PLI 	oe GAL. It ,T:ain to confirm the name of Acoused 
Ao.1 and id(Ea.-5-iae other acused, and enquiries are on foot to 
tills end. Lnn iry is also being iLde into the death by neglect 
and the shooting or Flhootin3s, wnich, if :urther evidence is 
rorthcoriing, may support separate charges. dor the present they 
are included in the general cAarge. 
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2586 1  tap / Ai uh/kR 

Date of receipt 

S P: 

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 
UNITED :_INGDJ14 

....CHARGES AGAINST 	LL"  1:' 1.7-  

CASE NoW -  

.WAR CRIMINALS 

    

(1) COT,111-1, TEODORICO 	i (Carabinieri)  
Commandant of tiie Ganr and his successors  

(-) LT. COLONEL PIO PEDINI (Adnin.) Chief AdrinietratIon 
Officer. 

(3) CAPTAIN GINO PERODI and CAPTAIN VPLIO GIAPPEkII.NI.. 
(Infantry) Adjutants. 

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

) CAPTAIN ATTILIO FERRAR4 CAPTAIN GIUSEPPE GIUMPRIDA 
and LI  UTENANT GIUSEPPE CRISTINI (hedical) Ledioal 
Officers 

(5) CAPTAIN UGOLINI (Infantry) Quartermaster  
(0 Guards (Names, ranks rna units unl-nown) concerned 

in shooting and assaults cited in evidence. 

Over a period at present undefined . at least between 
August 1942 0,11.1 September 1943. 
At Camp  P.G.A2  at Laterina.  

• Date and place of 	  
commission of al-
leged crime. 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

Ill.treatment of Prisoners of War. 

Breaches of the Geneva Convention 1929 (Prisoners-of 
War) Articles 2,10,11,17,13,14,13,48 and 54. 

Under English Laws 

Unlawful wounding and/or _1,ssault. 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

Over a period at pre:lent undefined but at lealt between Aurtirlt 
1942 and Septcriber 1943 the Oamp No.82 at Laterina wrlo ,onductel qtr 
a manner contrary to the provisions of the Geneva Convention 1929 
relating to priioners of war. 

TNANSMaTED BY 

• Insert serial number under which the case is registered in the files of the National Office of the accusing State. 

(20655 	I' 2:'••.: 4 5,000 5145 A.& E.W.Ltd. Gp.685 
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PARTICULARS OF ALLEGED CRIME 258 • 

  

During the Lid period the said camp was conducted in an 
improper manner, and in particular in that 

lho accommodation provided was inadequate, overcrowded and 
verminous; the water supply was inadequate; no propor 
sanitation was provided (Article-: 2, 10 and 13). 

Inadequate fooq ration- were provided (Article 11). 

Insufficient clothing aa issuod and there Was an inadequate 
canteen (Article 12). 

Lodical treatment was inadequate and there was severe.short. 
age of medical supplies. T.iore was insufficient medical 
accommodation for inspection (Articles 14 and 15). 

Prioonors 7rerc assaulted and Shaine'. Collective punishments 
and detention of an unreasonable length tioro riven 
(Articles 2, 48 and 54). 
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129. 

IN THE MATTER OF : 

The ill—treatment of prisoners of war and breaches 
of the Geneva Conventions, 1929, at Camp No. 82, 
Laterina, during the period from the beginning of 
August 1942 to about May 1943 

AFFIDAVIT 

I, No. 4459146, i'rivate ADAM WHITTLE WRIGHT R.A.0.0., 
9th D.L.I., AO, Ordnance Sub.Depot (F.T.M.) Springfield House, 
Berry Hill, Taplow, Bucks with a permanent address at 
18, "The Gables., Washington, County Durham, make oath and say 
as follows :— 

1• 	I was captured at Mersa Matruh on 29th June 1942. After 
about four weeks at Benghazi, I was shipped to Brindisi (where 
I arrived late in July or at the beginning of August 1942). 
On arrival, I was sent to Camp No.82, Laterina, from which, 
after about nine months, I was transferred to a working camp 
at Pistoia. I escaped from the latter Camp on the capitulation 
of Italy. 

2. The Camp at Laterina comprised one large compound. There 
were in the compound several bungalows (I should say about 14), 
a large marquee for entertainment purposes and one large cook-
house. 

3. The washing arrangements were provided by taps and 
receptacles at one end of the compound, and cold showers could 
be had in the compound when the water was turned on. Hot 
showers were available once a week. The sanitary arrangements 
consisted of pita, and new ones were dug and the old ones 
filled in when necessary. The water was turned on for about 
an hour in the morning and for about the same period during 
the evening. 

4. When I arrived at the Camp, bungalows wore in course of 
erection;  those who could not be housed in the bungalows 
then standing slept in tents. eater everyone was accommodated 
in bungalows. 

5. The bungalows were not unduly overcrowded and we slept in 
three—tier beds. Each man was provided with two blankets and 
a mattress. Lice and other vermin were prevalent and such 
counter—measures as the Italian Authorities took were not 
particularly effective. 

A. 	We had the usual ersatz cof',!ee first thing in the morning: 
and at 10.00 hours we received about half a pint of rice or 
macaroni okilly each. We also received about 250 grammes 
of bread at 12.00 hours and at 1n.00 hours we again had skilly. 
Occasionally fruit wan issued at the same time as the bread. 
There was a canteen at thin camp but it had very little for 
sale. Each of us was issued_ with about 30 Italian cigarettes 
a week. 

7. 	For the first three weeks I was at this camp no Red Cross 
parcels were distributed; but, thereafter, we each received a 
parcel a week fairly regularly. Latterly, mail was quite good. 
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One bungalow in the compound wan net aside as a hospital 
and serious cases of sickness were sent to a hospital in the 
neighbouring town. The compound hospital was staffed by a 
British Medical Officer (a South African) and R.A.M.C. 
orderlies. Extra food ration3 were supplied for the sick. I 
was never an inmate of the compound hospital and I cannot 
therefore speak as to theconditions there. Malaria , desert 
sores and yellow jaundice were rife, and during the counting 
parades (which took place each morning) it was usual for one 
or two prisoners of war to have to fall out. 

9. The inmates of a different bungalow each day were taken 
for walks and we had a camp concert perhaps once a month. 
There was no library. 

10. On my arrival at this camp I had no clothing beyond 
K.D. shorts and a shirt and I had to make do with these right 
through the winter. Towards the end of January, the Red 
Cross issued trousers and other items of clothing and Red 
Cross parcels arrived. We used to wrap ourselves in blankets 
on the check parades and many prisoners of war were without 
boots. 

11. During one of the walks I saw a prisoner of war (name 
unknown) break away to escape. Ho was retaken almost at once 
and the Italian Officer in charge kicked him and ho was 
marched back to camp and taken to the detention room where he 
was handcuffed. The next day ho was sent to another Camp. 
I recall that on another occasion a prisoner of war escaped 
and, on his recapture he was chained to his bed. I do not 
recall his name or unit. 

12. Except as otherwise herein stated lean recall no acts of 
violence committed against prisoners of war whilst I was 
at this Camp. 

SWORN by the said Adam Whittle ) 
Wright at Slough in the County ) 	Pte. A.W. WRIGHT. 
of Bucks this 25th day of June 
1945 

Before me, 
H.L.C. BARRETT. 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 
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IN THE MATTER OF : 
	

25% 
The ill—treatment of British prisoners of war and 
breaches of the Geneva Conventions 1929 at Camp 
No. 82 at Laterina between August 1942 and April 1943 

AFFIDAVIT 

I, No. 219937 L/Opl. WILLIA" MARK STEVENS, R.E.M.E. 
stationed at 12 Sub Workshop©, Great Cambridge Road, Enfield, 
Middlesex and with a private address at 49 Russell Road, 
Palmere Green N.13 make Oath and say as follows :- 

1. 	I was captured at Tobruk on 21st June 1942 by German Forces 
and with other prisoners was handed over to the Italians. After 
passing through Derna and Benghazi, I was taken by sea to 
Italy arriving at Taranto at the end of July or beginning of 
August 1942. 

0 	After a week in hospital at Brindisi. I was marched with 
other sick prisoners some thirty miles on an empty stomach 
and entrained in closed cattle trucks at a small goods yard. The 
journey to Laterina took about two days and we changed once or 
twice. For the journey we had the usual Italian bully and 
biscuits, having each one tin of bully for the two days. 

3. We arrived at Latorine station some time in August 1942, I 
cannot remember the exact date. We stayed the night on a patch 
of grass just outside the station with no accommotation whatever. 
At night it poured with rain and we were all soaked through. 
Many of the prisoners had only their desert kit, but I fortunately 
had my greatcoat. The next morning we were marched five miles 
or so to Camp No. 92 at Laterina. 

4. On arrival this camp was a barbed wire enclosure and 
nothing else. We were issued with Italian groundsheets with which 
we made tents. There were about three men to the width of a 
groundsheet, which meant that in each tent there wore about 19 men, 
whereas not more than 10 or 12 could have been comfortably 
accommodated. The whole place was over—run with lice and fleas 
and we could not get rid of these as there was no hot water. 

5. In January 1943 huts were built by volunteer prisoner labour. 
I did not volunteer as I knew nothing about building. These 
huts were made of a single brick wall and cement floor. I was 
put into one of the huts. We were provided with palliasses, and 
wooden bedsteads and as there was only a little straw in the 
palliasses the sleeping conditions were very hard. The straw was 
never completely changed but occasionally we were given a little 
new straw to put in. As a result there was no chance at all of 
getting rid of the lice. 

R. 	There were two water pipes running over the woolen troughs 
with taps for the whole camp. There were about 2,000men in 
camp and the supply was quite inadequate. In order to wash we 
devised a form of spray from the taps. There were no hot 
showers provided before I left this camp. 

7. 	There were lavatories built at the back of the huts butno 
drain or water supply to them, so that they were never in uue. 
For sanitation trenches were made which oame within four or five 
yards of the nearest tent and the smell was terrific. When 
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n2arly full these would be filled in and now ones dug. 

	

n. 	There was a great deal of disease at Laterina, colds, 
malaria and dysentery. There were three British medical 
officers at the camp and also Italian medical officers who 
were extremely helpful 30 far as they could be with the 
shortage of medical supplies. 

9. It was two months or so before Red Cross parcels cane in 
and then I got about one a fortnight and in the Spring of 
1943, one a week. If it had not been for these parcels we 
should have starved. 

In the morning we had a cup of acorn coffee and at 9.30 a.m. 
a n :7111 ladle of skilly, apparently made of turnip tops with 
rice or macaroni in it. At mid-day we had 200 grammes of bread 
and 20 grammes of cheese and at 5 p.m. a further ladle of 
skilly, making a total amount per day of about a pint. Once or 
twice a week we would have a minute piece of meat in place of 
the cheese. 

10. We were very badly in need of clothing and boots. Very 
little was issued by the Italians, but I did get a shirt and 
breeohes from them. I got no boots JInd suffered from frost-
bitten feet and there wore many very had cases of this. This 
was due to being kept one or two hours standing at early roll-
calls while the Italians endeavoured to count the prisoners. 

11. The Commandant cf the camp, whose name I do not know, 
was very harsh, particularly in hie punishments of small 
breaches of discipline. The but commanders were frequently 
put in detention for such small breaches committed by men in 
their huts. I remember an occasion, though I do not know the 
date, when a prisoner was chained to a tree, which was the 
punishment for recaptured prisoners who had escaped. 	Another 
prisoner who went to feed him was also chained. On another 
occasion I remember that a naval prisoners, whose name is not 
known to me,was chained. 

12. In March or April 1943 I volunteered to go to a working 
camp at Pistoia which was attached to Camp No. 82. We were 
told that if no-one volunteered a number would be drafted 
there compulsorily. 

SWORN at 21 Old queen Street 
in the City of Westminster 	W. sawrNs. 
this 15th day of June 1945 	) 

Before me, 
HERB7RT DAVIS. 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 



IN THE MATTER OF 
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9  101. 

The ill_treatment of British prisoners of war and 
breaches of the Geneva Conventions 1929 at Camp 
No.82 at Laterina between August 1942 and 
September 1941 

AFFIDAVIT 

I, ”0.4446408,R.Q.M.S. JAMES PERCIVAL, Durham Light Infantry, 
at No. 	N.Z.7.F. Reception Group, Folkestone, Kent and with a 
private address at No.184 Fort Road, Bermondsey, London, S.P.1. 
make oath and say as follows :— 

1. I sag captured near Fuka in North Africa on 29th June, 
1942 by German troops. With other prisoners I was handed over to 
the Italians at Tobruk. I was take/ by sea from Benghazi to Italy, 
arriving at Brindisi on 11'd August 1942. After a few days at a 
transit camp, No.85 at Tuturana, I arrived at. Camp Ne.32 at 
Laterina about 6th August 1942. 

2. From the time of my arrival until January 1941 we were 
accommodated in tents made of Italian grounds eheeta. Those were 
not waterproof and leaks terribly in wet weather. On two 
occasions at least we were flooded out during heavy rain. Each tent 
contained 19 leen and we were very overcrowded as the tents would 
have held perhaps 12 comfortably. The place was infested with lice 
and later with fleas when other prisoners came in from other camps. 
At this time I was a Group Commander. 

In January, 1943 we moved into huts which we had helped to 
build, being made of atone with cement floors. For bedding we had 
palliasses with a small amount of straw in them and occasionally 
we were given a little more to put in.. The straw was never 
removed for burning and new straw provided. Owing to 'the small 
amount of straw we found conditions very uncomfortable on the 
cedent floors. When we moved into huts I was commander of my hut. 

3. As regards water, there was seldom, if any, any water 
available for washing clothes. For personal washing we made a form 
of spray from the taps with which we had to make do until April or 
May 1941 before there were any hot showers. There were two pipes 
with taps over wooden troughs for the whole camp, which averaged 
2,000 men, and this was quite inadequate. 

4. As regards sanitation, there were proper lavatories built at 
the back of the huts, but these were never in use as there ware no 
drains or water. We had, therefore, to use trenches which came 
within four or five yards of the nearest tent and the smell 
was terrific. We would fill in these trenches when nearly full and 
dig new ones. 

5. The men suffered terribly from underfeeding and en e result 
they had dysentery, colds and malaria. We had one inoculation 
whilst I was at this camp, but we were not told what it was ?'or 
I remember three British Medical Officers, Major Mite and Captain 
Barker of the R.A.M.C. who both I think were later taken to 
Germany and a Major Huish (spelling uncertain) a South African. 

The Italian Medical Officers were good and I remember a 
Captain Christi who was a local Doctor who did all he could for 
us subject to the chronic shortage of medical euppliee. He tried 
continually to get more but was unsucceosfull. I myself was in 
the ()Beep Hospital for 33 dqvn with swollen feet and he helped me 
a lot. 
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As reeards food, we would have etarved without the Rod 0roen 
Paroola. These eame in fairly well after the first few weeks, 
apart 'rom a period of 14 days about Christmas 1042 when there was 
none. 

We each got a cup of acorn coffee in the morning, at 0.30 a.m. 
a small ladle of ekilly with rico or macaroni in it, apparently 
made of turnip tops, 200 grams of bread and 20 grams of cheese at 
midday and a further ladle of ekilly at 5 p.-1. The total amount of 
akilly per da:7 was about a pint. We hal meat twice or once a week 
in plRce of the cheese but only a very small piece. Occanionally 
we would have a piece of fruit. 

	

7. 	Very little clothing was iseued by the Italians and the men 
remained in their summer clothing, that is their desert kit, through 
the winter, and suffered severely from the cold. I had a shirt and 
Italiar breeches and my own Army overcoat. 

	

qo 	The Italians did not worry us unduly except for the Commandant 
who was severe on petty things. Ho used to punish prisoners, 
particularly Warrant Officers, by detention in the detention tent 
which well very small. He held the but Commanders responsible for 
°mall matters of discipline and if a prisoner lid not salute him his 
but coreaander would s;ot five days detentthn. If a prisoner escaped 
hire but Commander would ;et ton days detention. 

Frinonere who eecared and wore recaptured wore chained. This 
I saw myeelf. A man who was unknown to me was chained to a tree 
and another prisoner who went to feed him was also chained. 
Fusilier Newton (Royal Northumberland Fusiliers), who made two 
attempts to escape, one showed me his legs all chafed with the 
marks of chains. I took him to the n.edical Officer. 

The name of the Commandant of the camp wan I think Colonello 
Citerine. 

9. Towards the end of August 1043 prisoners were being sent up 
from the south of Italy and the camp became far too full. In 
particular more tents were put up right against the latrine trenches. 

10. On the nth September 1943 we got news of the armistice and 
were told to take it easy. We were notified to remain until 
Allied representatives came. A number of men from the French 
Foreign Legion in another compound escaped and were fired on and 
this I saw and saw the legionaries running up the hillside. On 
Sunday the Italians .ran away and our British nedical Officers said 
we could please ourselves and I remained in the camp while others 
left. 	On the Monday the Germans arrived and said they did not 
want to bother us or be bothered by us getting out of the camp. 
At 4 p.m. however they came down in two sections and took -war. 
They started to move No. 2 compound on the Thursday and No. l on 
the Friday, presumably for Germany. When we got to the station 
went under tho train with two others and escaped. I spent seven 
and a half months before getting through the Allied lines on 16th 
April. damp leaders whose names I remember at Camp 1o.82 were 
R.s.r. Samuels, East Yorkshires, and a South African 
Cockruft who may be at Brighton. 

":i0RN by JAM7S P7RCIVAL at ) 
;'A.kestone -in the County of ) 	J. P7RCIVAL. 
; ,)nt this 19th day of Juno ) 
-45 

Before me, 
G.A. MACKFNZT7. 

A Commiseioner for Oaths. 
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The ill-treatment of British Prisoners or war and 
breaches of the Geneva Conventions 1929 at Cao 
Laterina during the period. August 1942 to Septe7lber 1043 

AFFIDAVIT 

I, JOHN CRAWFORD JARVI7 No. 153782, Gunner, 1st Heavy Tractor 
Battery, R.A. at Tring, Herta and with pemanent address at 2,2 
Dredges Close, Tanyard Lane, Bramley, Guildford, Surrey, make 
Oath !-nd 	as follows :- 

1. 	On the 21st June 1942 I was taken prisoner of war at Tobruk, 
North Africa. From there I was taken to Timimi where I stayed 
two days: then to Derna where I stayed five days: from there to 
Benghazi where I stayed some three to four weeks: from there I was 
shipped to Brindisi and later sent to Camp No.92 at Laterina. 

was prisoner of war at Camp No.92 at Laterina from August 
1942 to September 1943. I escaped from the latter Camp at the 
armistice and wandered for some five months in Italy and 
eventually joined the Allies. 

The conditions in the said camp at Laterina during the 
period that I was there were ae follows :- 

As regards accommodation, for the first three months we were 
housed in tents made from Italian ground sheets buttoned together 
which were utterly inadequate in bad weather. Later we were put 
into huts which had just been built. Here we were terribly 
over-crowded in three tiered bunks, 27  men in a compartment some 
24 feet long. 

As regarda sanitary conditions, there were open ditches with 
wooden bars across, no flushing: when a ditch filled up it was 
covered with earth and another dug. 

As regards food the daily ration was a small roll of bread: 
about a pint of vegetable skilly with a little macaroni or rice: 
a small piece of cheese on five days of the week and a small 
piece of meat on the remaining two days. This ration was slow 
starvation and the Red Cross parcels just saved us. 

As regards clothing, none whatever was issued by the Italians, 
the Fed Oros° parcels just enabled us to exist. 

As regards diseases, those chiefly prevalent were dysentery 
and malaria. 

As regards medical arrangements, there was a hut, but no 
medical parade or inspection. There was one Italian Medical 
Officer. 

I cannot now give the name of any of the Italian personnel. 

SWORN at Tring in the County ) 
of Hertford this 2nd day of ) 	Gnr. J.C. JARVI. 
July 194 5 

Before me, 
WILFRID S. KNIGHT. 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 
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PANTICITARS OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT 
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1. Aeleirmvir of Privato A.V. V•ric-lit sworn ^nth June, 1145. 
A aeelDWIT of Lance Corroral V.L. Stevon'i sworn 15th Juno 1145. 

3. AeeIDAvIT of 	J. Percival sworn intil Juno 1145. 

4. AQVIDtVIT of Gunner J.C. Jarvio sworn Pnq July 1045, 

Copies of these 1ocument-, are attachol. 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 
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(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ;- (b) the probable defence ; 
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

If the facto sot out in the Lff:PrtvitT: nre established it 
appears that War Crizie No.x;:ix (Ill-treatment of Prisoners of Var) 
hr,,,s boon cemnittLd. 

The 	 Lioneva Convention, breaches of which are 
alleged, are ref, 	to j.:1 	 o2 Alleg,d Crime. 

Hosponoibilitar.  .gav primer/ resronsibility for the conditions of 
this camp appears; to 	that of accused nek.bers 1 to 8, being the 
Commandant and Senior Officers and the Officers ro .ponsible for 
the severol Departments of the Camps. In addition the accused 
11:4ted to 	at ND 3 are re .ronAble for the assault.-, while 
their superior offic_r: are re.ron'ible 	the general 
under which .'uch assaults took place. 

Defences. As roz,ards the general charges, all the accused may 
F1777Mt the conditions at the camp were due to shortn.ge of 
supplies and 1-atefia1 hou6h it would be for them to show that 
they had taken c.11 proper stern to eleviate the conditions and 
obtain supplies. As rc-ards the 	 the persons c;-nitting 
them may plead the orders of their superiors which would merely 
bring in those superiors as re:ronsiole. The latter may plead 
that the guards had acted in e ces of orders. 

Completeness of Case.  Confirmation of the names of the accused 
and in partica'r . of accused No.6 is desirable. durther evidence 
of the assaults ray be two' separate charges. 

Enquiries are accordingly 'n hand but there appears to be 
sufficient evidence to make a strong prize, facie case for all 
the accused to ans7Ter. 
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Registered Number. 

, 

Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

rz jEC 144i. 	259b 

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translat,i) 

Colonello FiSeRRAkill 

Commandant of PG 73 CARPI 
June  to September 1943. 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

MidftJune to MidftAugust 1943 
PG 73 CARPI 

No. xvii.  (Imposition of collective  penalti 8). 

Breach of the laws and usages of war. 
Geneva Convention relative to the treatment of 
prisoners of war, Article 46 prohibiting collective 
penalties for  individual acts. 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

r the l'se of the Secretariat) 

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 

....CHARGES AGAINST ITi:LIAki 

CASE No. Wif..I/A 13.3 

WAR CRIMINALS 

SHORT  STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

After 350 Vi/Os and N.0.0s. had been transferred by train from 
PG 65 to PG 73 their c 6arettes, Red Cross parcels and letters were 
stopped for about 2 months as a punishment for the alleged misbehaviour 
of some of them during the railway journey. 

TRANSMITTED BY 	 

*Insert serial number under which the case is registered in the files of the National Office of the accusing State. 

(2055) 1vt.P.252'4 5,000 5145 A.& E.W.Ltri. Gn.t,s5 
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PARTICUI„-kkS 	_11.1.1:' ;L1) CRIME 
260tJ 	• 

 

In June 1943 about 350 W/Os and ki.0.06. were transferred from 
PG.65 at GRAVIk4A to PG 73 at CARPI. They travelled in cattle 
trucks. Before tae party left an issue of iced Cross parcels was 
made to them. At this time the Italian civil population appeared 
to be very short, of food, and some of the prisoners 	all that 
they could to maf:o sure that the Italians saw that they were 
provided with Red Cross parcels. They ate their food while the 
train was in a station and opened the uoors of the trucks so that 
the Italian civilians might have a good 	When they threw the 
food tins away they took care to leave a little food in them. This 

done as the witness Corporal iiicLAUGHLIlt says, "Partly by way 
of 'playing-up/  the Italians and partly as propaganaa". There 
was no mutinous behaviour on the journey but one warrant officer 
escaped. 

2. On their arrival at PU 73 when a roil-call was taken the 
Italians found that one prisoner had escaped. About ,t week later 
a parade of all the camp was held and the Commandant read out 
through an interpreter what purported to be en oraor issued by 
the Fascist Grand Council. It stated that as a punishment for the. 
misbehaviour.of the P!/Os. and 	 during the railway journey 
none of the 350 would receive oigarettJs, Rea Cross parcels or 
letters until further notice; further punishments were pending. 

3. Issues of cigarettes, Red Cro.,s parcels and letters to the 
350 prisoners were stopped for about 2 months. During the latter 
part of August and the first week in September when the Fascist 
regime was cracking up, a few issues were made and letters were 
handed out. On the night of the 8th/9th September 1943, the camp 
was taken over by the Germans. 



C.-I-0, F. 	Ycl'auvi.Jir., 

C/e 65 5.TECil3i*: 
Folkes- exae. 

21121t:":- War Ori -a3s. 	 Oct. 21. 

Sir, 
	 2601 

Rcference yoDur letter DO/JAG/FS/1-2/22(3A) dated 15 in t:  

I regret delay in answerini a',!eve letter tat I di3 Tilt receive it 
until I returned from a 48 hr. iaes. 

Ca) nim the Italians on the joarney f.f-om PC 65 to EIG 73. 
'was only a -27ow of the 35C N.C.O.s and W. 0.$ vibe really "'Lye& 

CO The stoppage 	oigarettes, lottcrs and Rea Cross oarcels, only 
concerned the :40 D.O.O.s and W.O.s and ro: the whole of Fe. 73. 

I could supply you with names of some of the P.O.W.s at this OnnT. 
But as I don't know their private address, and colldn't swear ';17) their 
units, I'm afraid this would not be helpfa. 

I am Sir. 

/our obedient s,,:rvant, 

(Signed) E. A. McLaughlin, Cpl, 



ITV 
I, 3967621 Cororol EMARD 

ezir.cnt, at; procont on the otronat 
ho= celt7-r= at 11:., Lon201Y:70 

.011:!:71 	 44,07 	azi2w- in the 
-h of 65 stra-snit 	.7011CO3 t C110 , 	Dorncncn.:, 

Ceormrvon, a- .1%e oath and ay 

260:4, 

rin'll.21.52-M Or Cr: 1;7.4.14 :.ATZ MS= 
.6.3D leT71!.:1:i::..V.C.? 07 7.".*f:; ri.,11,7iT/I217-1:?2 
('i PI3I;!',014171,15 4P VARJ C P P.G.73 

CARPI 

Pritieh Rational OfYice Clorao 	: 

United. re.tiona 17vr Crime3 Calt.133:1311. l'cfererce r.o: 

T7.61=! 4,47.0U,S Alzo.r ::rg nese • 

1. 	I tvac taLon priconer of:.' war ::cry F.S7cann on the 29th January l9h2, r.hcn 
corvirz t-ith the lot rattallon, ;11). '.'etch acKincnt. 	I tan zont to TAU :14 tramit- 
e:ar:p 17:1C IV I rantair.od for about tto rtonthe, ft-or. thoro I tont to P.O. 66 cat GAVV4 
and then to P.(74615 at (tritTliTA 2x-:n :::'!-IlaT• 	I left .P,Cp'45-  in atIout Juno 19.'1.3 
1:-...1?m1 ror P.C.73 at CARPI. 

4. 	 Te made 
tray-Caine in a 
at this time. 

tho Senrrey .n cattle truecs, about 35/1:0 ;1.0.0's 
3.50 i7,0 	n 	7f,t)r:: vcro tr:..2eforro0.. to 	, 

3. 17.ofbro en, left v.ie to.re icr,uod 	Red Cro.es parcels end we rather vent 
out of our ray to lot tho Italian paptaation aca that ea Britieh prizon=e of rat- 
vto rere provided pith food.. 	The civilian pozulation appeared to be :...,hart of 
food at this timo co litten tea co:ald ve had our meal Tirilo the train yaw in a station; 
to uced to open tho cloors end cprand our food out on tho floor of tho trrok. 
often loft a bit of food, in the bottom or a tin, throw it out so tivot `am o:lvi? Marc 
could pick it tie eatcl judo of the contcnto o2' the tin. We did this partky by 
thw of °playing up' tho 	ena pertly 	rro-73:43r.2:da, but there ral, ra mutinoua 
-ochavicur en the tr.:Ain. 	Mwi113 	jotn.ney, 	one Trarrz.".nt officer did 
cao=o. 

4. ht.31 1:0 	 P.C.r..?..) at e,":1-7.10:i: c roll c:113. vat, tell:cn end the 
found. Out tin.t cnc 	heal onaw:)ca. 	 coven (71...ye z.....ftcr re ar.-ivod c4.: the 
easo the 	 cr&red rt.r:..ao ok all the ts.c;:iixre of the .r.-..o r.ne. roce_ 
out an c:.'do.1.- throunh r!.n 	 thr:.t the orar.;:r 	itaitr.00. by the 
Fascist C'.1-:?1,0, Cour.eil nr6. that ao 	 cur niobohnviola. er. the trz_in 
our nail, 	”arcola 	 yo u2.0.7.:2 ota.71-:cd until fu7ther r.otiee. 
and 1-:e cnid 	for:OKI. y.,tInirimcIlt 3 	C fYer.C:o t-c.r.z; peneirz. 

5. Co=anant was'isonente Cs.1,0217.SLO 	 only 0;:w kin on this 
C! ceenc.ion 1.:ut I had fat 	c.LIcon 	cianca by him. 	I aranot Coed-J.1;c • 
hill LC CiAl2.0 	V.":! 3 30.7.0 aie.tf.:,nco of:? c.r.d 	vorc rou ,  or five' 1..tvl:kan OfTiC31,3 
p.wcent on •the 	Son then tho ordor 	 It.r.,.ve 	toad ✓th_lt the 
C WIC 	*CZ 3 as ve..7 ardent itaci:st and a 	Itnd o,:!ner in the recion 

.tftcr the orOor 	meet out roc .1.-c=ixocl. no let-tcrc, cizorcttec, or 1:ed Cro;.c. 

	

rIrcela fve rAther r.o.co thnn cne month, an6 	ccrAor 	ran_ n:.i%od fa: 
protcot to to c..nt 	tho :Zt.otectin2 P.07=. 

6, 	rem the lat ■;er .1)a.^ t of Aur,r.zt until atol:4; ;Ala eth rkptrober 170 
1%7:COI1C one or teo iost_va of lArear. cnd nizerettr3o, t! fl( the lot-tors 	had 
teen hold up t- •o handed out to U3. 
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7. 	On the night o: 0/9 Emtel.ftY:Ir. 3943 the eznp 
1,sy the Oermenn who too!: ch--.1.17e 	uo. 	LE...tor I -;no ::,ent rtang VILA, 1.11, and 357. 

by the onid 	IttrInX1 
re:JAUCTIn'; clt 6 2nrina Carecno in the 
City of 1.'cot,:irztor th:to 	tlay of 
C.07.0.14. 1945 

F. C. 1.177':C17171 

Cap in, 
Lazo' Ltaff, 

.:.:ill it cry Dor.) azz.t2eilt 
0:Tioe 	.7u5Le 

alb 



1 If I LAP- ()I 	 E IN -VPIJI)1<.1 
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Cont;J.ineu in th,3 kffLauvir 	,.t.ttement of Cor1.)ral 
;AloLitUGHLill who speak:: to all tr.5 evidflnoa summarised abov. 
hftidavit will sorl r,ot:Air.,3 from anott.r wine s. 
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Nons ON "FLIE CASE 	 260 
(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the dq;ree of 

responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence ; 
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

The Commandant will doubtless plead that wh,J.t he did was 
done on the orders of the Fascist Grand Council. The collective 
punishment wu.s clearly in breach of the convention, and it is 
submitted that the Commandant is not entitlJd to 	LUG:16 01f 
of ths defence. 
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ITALIAN .WAR CRIMINALS 

) 

UN1T,Z 	CHARGES AGAINST 

(For th( Use of the Secretariat) 

.,4;i1Ogistered Number. 
2607 

Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

1 7 JAN  1946 

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 

CASE No. 1W—I/B ..134 

1. Nicola FURLOTTi 
. 1!;rnesto GOTTARDI 

Alessandro 
Vir0.1io 

b. Rornolo ROUST 
.... Uto 

7.  

:..embers of the 
i Italian Fascist 
, Federation. 	 

8. Pietro COS..11N, Idayor of 
	and Prefect of Police, 

V.LRONA. 

Date and place of 
commissioli of al-
leged crime. 

12th,.. November 19..0. 

.GR.LLZANA, V,i.liONA, Italy. 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

No. 1.. 	LUrlor. 

Breach of the Laws and Usages of War. 
Breach of Articles 2, 40, 50 and 54 of the kxuneva 
Convention 1929 relative to. t.!ao treatment .of 
Prisoners of War. 

Murder. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

No. 135067 Lieutenant Clive 	 Royal Tank Regiment, 
havin4, escaped from _custody in ITALi, was Liven refuse by an Italian 
lady, one Amalia DALLA-RIVA. tiffs presence was discovered, and on 12th 
November 1943 he was removed by some Fascists to V,!,RjivA. Tie ei6hth 
accused, then 2refect of police at illaRONA, ordered his execution. i 

addition, Giobatta DALLA-RIVA, son of the Italian lady, was taken into 
custody. The first seven accused removed Lieutenant L101+—"ILLI'A:..S and 
Giobatta DALLA—RIVA to an open space at EiRi3ZGANA and executed them. 

TRANSMITTED BY TR::.A Ufa SOLICIToR  • 

• Insert serial number under which the case is registered in the tiles of the National Office of the accusing State. 

(29655) Wt.P.2551 4 	6,000 6145 A.&. B. W.Ltd. Cr.6t5 
(30449) WU' 11`3 .17 5,000 10:45 
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A prisoner of war in ITALY, Liutonant 
an escape and'ultimately wa..,  given shelter by an italf. 
named Nnalia DALLA.RIVA. Ho was to ir e or so -.; 
VIA One day he wts observe a in this lauy's Barden by 

. 1talians. Hi:; presance t::ara was reportaa, anu 0:4 12t:. 
1943 six members of the ittiian Fascist Party statiGa_. 
V.-.■ A wont to the house of this Italian iauy at 49 Via 
OH1.2;VC, And there they arrastaa Liautenant 
an ItaliAn youth, Giobatta DALLA.RIVA, son of tna italian 
They also removeu from the house some property, ::::nsistint_ 
signallin6 flags, part of a parachute, an Italian mia.itia 
uniform, a lantern with batteries and a wiraless set. Lia-,Aenant 

and the Italian youth were taken to the Prefecture 
at 	 Nara they tiara interviewed by Pietro GL)41%, 
of 	 :refact of Poli3J, wno, lattar ttiat same morning, 

gave orders for both en to be shot. Accoraing-y, later on 
the same day, two motor _4ars bearing the two prisoners escorted 
by Fascists from the Fascist Federation at 	 tc,ok 
to a cave.  near GR.iLLANA, 7.;RUNA. The Fascists who comriEea 
the escort were the first seven accuse_. and an aigiltn lta-L7-n 
named P1C3OLI, who is understood to be aaad. 	arrival, 
two prisoners were shot by pistol and hacr.ina.g'-n fire. :%=ir 
bodies were left where trey lay ana placards in 
left on the corpses, one refarrin6 to "An .nglist L"risz-ner 
escaped from a concentration camp, found wit 	re:  

transmitting set" and Lila ot.ler "Born in Italy . not 
traitor to the country". The bodies ware 	 _ 
interred by Don .,:lohele GAR,AaI, priest of 



MD/ JAG/Fs/42/29( 313). 
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ABSTY<AOT 	-.i.riLLNCE 

1. StatemcW; of Amalie WILA-BLIVA. 

This witncss stttos that on 1 Soil i.3 her son Giobatte,  found en =eared 

British prisoner hiding in some budion, teat tho gave him refue and 

sheltcr anti thz,the rcwained viiIh her until 12 7"ov 	The 	tnci 

stter that the Eritish priooner cave her ,n 02 	on v.hich his 

G. LION-riLLIA4S, and his addrass were inscribed. The witness states 

taat in ea:ay Nov 43 tile prisanor vas obsoved by soma Ia1en3 and that 

on 12 Nov )0 some Italian IPC8C523 entered liar hauscl w.arched it, removed 

tome nrticlos includin;.; an old 7.1raless sot, and took Lt. LrOW-WILLII.:S 

and her son liobc.ta into cmstoCy. 	She further sta;;cs that the wireless 

set vas old ond disused end had Leen found by her son Giobetta. 

2. Statement of Don ilichclo 04ZOVZI. 

This zitncss states that on 12 ::cv ;.3 tu -:an-;; to m cniarry in GREZZ, 

whore he found the bodies of to men. He observed that both ,:cn :1-3 been 

shot end one stChted. Ec dosoribos to caracard plsoc.r3s on :L3 

one showing "An Er.:;lish prisoner escal:ca from a concentration camp, rolird 

with a race:1.4-1ns cad tronsmittin,3 cot" and the other "Eoru in )ttli, Jot 

Italian - tn-.1itor to tho countr.r". 	He st,tca that the fo11oi.n ry t;_c 

bodies were conveyed to the ecyr.ec::.y at GRTEMAYA and dv.terrod. 

3. Statement or Ciro SPAN°. 

This vainess states that at the Imginning of Nov 43 he too!: a. party of 

Italians 	tnc Lc9se at MEV°, that he thore found an English.'2rn, an 

cscape nriacner, and e number of :rticles ircluding a radio set. 

states 

 

that the nrisoner and. a youth, DPI,i,(-111VA, cr t%on into custody, 

removed to VERONA and brou&t before the Ma7or, Pietro CUWIN. He states 

that he -::as subsequently told that COWIN had ordered the- c=cation of the 

Englishman and the Italian youth. 

4. Statement of BrunoXIMWEORI. 

This -:itness stato$ that about 'tile mdddle of Nov 2.3 he heard of the Lthootirk• 
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of a British officer and nn Italian boy, and that three Fascists, PICCOLX, 

(:oraRDI and VY,RTINELL:, boasted to him of the shooting 4nd approcelled him with 

..n enquiry al)cut host to obtain a reral'd. EC states that  he was told by 

WITARDI that the latter had placed the placards On the ladies of tic Victims. 

He affirms that 1;40 two victims had no trial and that they had -,:ecn condemned 

without trial by the Mayer, COMMIN. He further states that the era:. class set 

found in the house in l'hich the Britjth °Meer eloltere6. y:as useless. 

5. Statement of ErmonueleAREn4,, 

This witness states that on 12 Nov 	ae rent to c. imrry near aRFZZANA cnd 

there sew the bodies of two dead tier). He observed the placards thich hod been 

left on there bodies. The men had 'been ::hot to 	and the Envlishman had 

been stabbed, This witness was present at tie cemetery when beth 'scales wure • 

buried by Don Michele CARO= e day or tuo later. He affirms that to the best . 

of his knepacdge the tto victimn 1Nd reecivsci po trivl. 

6. Statcmunt of Dr. Upe FTA1CCROLI. 

This witness et:Ites th4t at the material time he was called upon to examine 

tro dead bc1:es lying in a ounrry near (0:77_,ANA. He there found to 

bodies and at_r::ca that the cense of deah was bullet wounds in tie back ef 'the 

heed. 	One sef the bceies had a swiouo stab wcui in he chect. He observed 

e placard on er:%ch belly. 

7. Statoment o;' Don Lnnibnle CCAD1O1Y 

In his str.tement this witness speaks to his discovery of the bodies of two men 

in a money roL,:! GREZZANA on 12 NOV 45. He observed that they bore bullet 

rounds and esrried placards. 	fr.= dercription of the clothing ::em by these 
• '" 

two on he f.rientifies t:lem 	Ciobatta DALIJA-RIVA end nn Blljish:rnn Whor.t6' 

beim; riven 

8. Statement of E;raesto OCTTARDI the seeend amused: 

This accused has made a statement to the effeot that in Nov 43 

of an escort Which took a British 7irl.sore:' alleged to be a spy 

youth to a cave nearGEMANA, where the prisoners were shot.. 

he was a member 

end an Itelien 

This accused 
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admits to firing (pm shot, which hc. 	he aimed into the air, and states 

that he had ocen pcx.ted to guard 	r:otor-cars during the execution. 

9. Statement of Virpilfo FAIVT > the footh accused. 

This accused states that in Nov 173 h3 wc!; ordered to accompany a car con-

taining Italians ane tvo people in cAstcay to GREZZAN.A. He states he 

realised something serious was afoot but not that the priseneis muld be 

shot. Mb states he was not pxesent at the shooting, being left to guard 

the moto-cars. He implicates CaCTARDI in the shooting and states that he 

subsequently learnt that the-Prefect MIM.:111 had ordered the execution vithout 

trial. 

10, Statement of Romolo iOSSI. the fifth accused. 

This accused states that he vas one cif L: party which too!: t'cc prisoners to 

a piece hear CPBZUNI-and that on the ra..7 there he learnt that the two 

prisoners were to be shot and that, vhen the cars stopped;  he kept Observa-

tion on the road. He heard shots fired but he did not see the shooting 

nor the bodies afterierds. 
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PARTICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPOP1 2612 

  

(1)  
(2)  
(3)  
(4)  
(5)  
(6)  
(7)  
(8)  
(9)  

(10)  

Contained in the statements of :- 

Arnalia D:t.LL;t-RIVA 
Don -i3nale 
Ciro SPA ,io 
Bruno ,,ARCHIORI 
v;mmanuele AR6hA 
Dr. U6o FRACCARJLI 
Don Annibale CURLIOLI 
The second accuad, ,Lrnesto GOTTARI 
Tne fourth accused, Virgilio FAINI 
The fifth accused, Roma() ROSSI 

Particulars of the evidence comprised in the ahoy...) statements 
are containeq in the Abstract of loriduncu harawitn. ,ch of tne 
dioht accused is named in one or more of the above statements as 
being involved in the cri-:e. 
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2613 	• 
(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 

responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence ; 

(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

The evidence establistieS beyond doubt that Lieutenant 
LiOii-WILLIAL:S and the youth Ltd,LA-RIVA wore, without trial, 
ordered by tno iascist uayor of VLiluliA to be executed and they 
were snot and killed in pursuance of tnis order by the first 
seven accused. The execution without trial can in no circumstances 
be justified, but it is possible that the presence of tn(1 wireless 
set may be su6gested by the defence as a justification for the 
execution of what appear3a to be a spy . The evidence of Amalia 
DALLA,-RIVA with regard to the manner in which she obtained tne 
wireless set which was found in her house would appear effectively 
to dispose of such a line 	defence. 

It is to be expected that some of tel..) accused who aid not in 
fact fire the bullets which killed the two men may plead that 
they are not guilty of a cApital crime, but taere can be no 
doubt from the evidence tna-. tnose who did not actually fire 
the shots were nevertheless principals in the first degree to 
murder. 
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Date Submitted 	Decision of Committee I 

C/PrF rt yit- 



Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

RAAiseppe CUCCO 
.Syhtry at PG.(36, CAPUA. 

Witnes es: 
2. 	Serje,.,nt Nicola FiMUCC.1. 

•• 	.......... 

Li Jut unant ...ui epp e VINCIGUSRRA. 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

19th Apri 1 1943. 

PG•66, CAPUA, Italy. 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

No. 1. 	Murder - of Private J. 	TH, 2nd Pa.rachuto 

Battalion Army Air Corps. 

Laws and Usages of War • 

2615 
Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

7 JAN 646 

(For the Use of the Secretariat)  
"r4 	

tA* b - 
. Ketiistered Number. 

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 

CHARGES AGAINST  ITALI  AN 	WAR CRIMINALS 

CASE No. U4-1/13 135  * 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

In violation of the Laws and UsaLes of Tar, on 19th April 194'3 
the accused, upon discovering; Private J. alITE who was an escapee in 
the vicinity of PG•6(7, CAPUh, shot and killer him wLien ha had 
surrendered and was holdinL up his hands. 

TRANSMITTED BY 	TREASURY SOLICITOR. 

• Insert serial number under which the case is registered in the flies of the National Office of the accusing State. 

(29656) Wt.17.2524 6,000 5/45 	A.& 	W.Ltd. 	Ge.695 
(30449) W1_1. 114,17 5,000 10:45 
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J;vidence of thl cri.11e is 	 in t:la Affidavits, copies 

	

of which ari utt_ad heret.o, 	short paricul.irs of 	are 
as 

A.c'fidavit of 25E7 4` 	!_al-.an A.: ;3,..•••• 
• 

■-)r. 1:1th April 1943 at 1030 hours 	 un escape 
from 	C.,PUA, in comany with Private W. ' 	AAC. and 
Private j. 	AAC. riaJ escap,-, was affecte, by 	dressed 
up as a aerman sentry and -.L.TH and 7.,;L;... as Americans. 17.)li 
trier: marched 	and 	out of the Camp. 

Wince outside tn.; 	they founts treat u Uerm n Inf.e.ntry 
unit -hich was stationea in t'cle are was 3arryin6 out an infantry 
exercise 	th,Jir intention of m,;.#..in6 off into the rills could 
not be effected without raisinb  suspicion. They therefore 
deciaea that thi only thine to jo was to disappear into a corn-
field which they aid ,..nd they remained in this cornfield until 
1500 hours tnat 

In the con-field 700D was th3 furthest in _:.rd 	era 
TALK_Z were near each.otter. At 1560 hours WAi.,11-. heard Italian 
voices which sounded to be cominc, cioar and closer. ;':'hire the 
persona Lot very near S:...;.TH, 	coula see that they were 
three Italian soliers one of whom wa.i a Serjeant.. One sentry 
who wasa little in front of the others saw &#iiTH and imcLediataly 
raised his rifle, whereupon SUJTH called out 'nor three ties 
and put up his hands. 	was in a sitting positic.n and WAL,rd,a 
could see him. When S...iTE Nut up his hands the sentry firSd and 
SUITH collapsed. 

The sentry then turned hi,; attentic:n on WALK 4R but was 
prevented from shootin, him by the lt..lian serjeant. 

He Lives a aescription of the guard concerned. 
• 

Affidavit of 2684171 Private 'Ailiam WOli, A.A.C. 

TOOL corroborates the evidence Liven by WALAP. and confirms 
the aescripticn of the guard concerned. 
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11.1 T013 ...t..7-27 7.1). 	 Pitrr:.7-7 	 3-11 
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191711-)F. 	 tty. 	!1. 

trITTYPD 1.11,:EM vr%)./ 	 ;- 	Z7rViri'l-f,13? 
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ote oath or0 	followr7,  

1. On 1 	 1)?!.2 	r;rer":g rith V°, i Cfvrienclo 	ctPtvw.cl 
,T.n4 	 Li 	1crnmf 	ilIZil4TA. I Vlb2 t3kon toTLY ars] 

vat: impr::.atrmid j.t Can) 1:o.  93 S.‘,r 	 vthorl T v.-tayoa for 

cao  Inn*. 011 2  A tkrjrY 1-Y!.3 t 	trennreeraJ3 to Pier of 
65 

2. O i 9' A ov 	i 943 -.ill 00712nny ' -1,h Private Y:4.111Ao. MOO, ;LAC :411(.1 	t! 

.1. SLITfl 21741 : lraeoCze 3;ki1ô,. t 	COtcd 	apwl.,:?0, At 	otit 1060 

Oil that day • •).0 43:7-el”cd Iv; 	 ana S..0.1;t1 alA mytQ1. tle 

41:1,21.:..eanr; ana 	thi3 marchvd us 	 Cv.up by ...;%e loain go.*:.. To 

fir 	 tO elof,,r, • 0-.To1 pnra4t. Or -;;h0 r;t).y 7mt iC 

the Bate Tc 	 f 	 ce-born aril an Cam:, 

C:::,:trlan3art 7 1'. yzir. tal;:. 1.37; 1:q 	 ixtricom. 	"t  • 	. 

vqs 
 

t,irit 	ht 	;bc rmA .;11 	oui; 	(2.havtr7 	f !-)1t." 

4.7 .1 lam 	mn ha4 	 fw %Or rIr.fe 
r.iconnain!..;.?noer  

A shovt 0!_utanco itcyl 	 rr, rfl,„. 	 '-o? 	• 
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• 1:43 4 hori trali.ned 	 (.!:1 van :,7% 

mar tiry nom -nra ctrry:2.11k; 	 :-;;f 

4 	Thr, 	03 -C. WI chorrr 1*.t,rnri r,;;Ar; 
Ccroari larracix and M; Vz.r. em.' 
• nh..11J el:Li:: a 1,,-;,t11 M1 ma:cp 
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• hoOrC 	1104.C17 • !Lieh ricuadna to br! 	C7.0nr'r tIna olo 
thny sr;t very npar t7imit li 	eonld narl t1-1.7!* 1;h417 	 ytn1A. In 

whprq 	rcVielaifc Vf.0 I) a rc<5 !;;.zr:Pr..1. 	 r)f: 

• u 1tt10 	frolt-  qf fin ethorn v.pd I roc.r....:111.rrxi 

viv;%4 17F: heg: 	 :r.rol qv, tykrcol 	• 711.11,7- •uzy:vn. 

Smith anl tIle :,cntvy ..vmedfa.toly rrZ7,,a 	

• 

%.4.1r,rcuiwn 	called (DLit 

"IW!thr. 	 d pu.% 	h!inti:1 	 %11,3 

fus3.t opti;.e. 	 Lcfor::, 1:e 	;;.; 
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7..ors:hr 
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11(-11.` 	7. ••• 

col:tap:7e: -:, 	• :Y..: 
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•iti -rarr7.s.r;1* - . 	•!:1-1r, 	"c•-" 	̂.' 	n.1 	- 	1.%1I.7; of 
h7 rmo 	 T.-!• 	n 	i,. • 	 c,1121-: 
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uo/dAG/Ps /40/11 

ae TUE PURDER OF PR1VATZ J. SAITA. 
2 PARAPIETE BATTALICh J P G.66, ITALY ON 

british National Office Charge No: UK 1- 41 39 

United Nation:: War Crimea oommiasion: 270/UN/Ci/9 

AFFIDAVIT 

2884171 WILLIAM WOOD, The Melding Battalion. A A.O., 	nermancnt he= 
addreaa at 66;  Walker Road. Parry, Aberdeen, NAM OATB AND SAY AS FOLLOWS: 

On 30 November 1942 while servingri;h 2 ParaeWce Battalion, rith 
Virot Arm, I wamnaptured and taken priacnor by the Cermana at DIRe.9:03/E, 

naar TUILM, Tho day after I MA8 captured I was taken by air to Italy and vc.f.1 
newt; to P. W, cam P.G,66. CAPEUt.. 

2 	In April 1943 the ramu as adminiatered and starded by ital:,.ana. Mu., 
rompcund of the Capp was administered by Germans and there waa alau a Colman 
infantry and tank unit quartered nearby, German personnol wera often esed cce 
escort duty, Un 19 April 1943 moolf and two comradea ;arced Sivealmen A S. 
Walker, Commandoa, and Priveto J. Smith, 2 earachuto Battalion ., decided to 
effect an escape. At 1000 houre on that day I dreased up as a Gerwan ceoort arl 
marched Smith and Walker out of the camp through a :Ado gate, As rn rare going 
through the gate we passed the Italian camp eommandant, a licutcolonel whoac 
name I do not knom. 

Cutsido the gatos we turned loft and (then about 500 yard aleng the-
road I saw a German holdwebele  Beim; under the imnreasion that ho Tree going to 
eame up and.  speak I shouted "Good moenieg" in Geri on- ha gave na a wove and 
we passed on. I than realised that he Gorman iufentry unit were engaged on on 
exercise In the vicinity. Ohr 	intention its to carry straight cn and 
make for the hills about five mile.: away, but when rn got to the end cr the rcaa 
where we would have to leave it, dibcsvared another German who 17413 lyiag down 
listening to a rireless set.. We had tc, change cur apes and the enly -7-erning no 
eould take was towards the road to the German berserks, Rattor than .,:;o 	far n4 
the barracks we decidod to take the fi-st cove' tier, ceuld whioh was a oornficid 
about 300 yards alway. We, noted that some won and raven were workin4 in anuther 
field close to the cornfield, and when wo thought ne-one nar.1 	 tic led 
into the cornfield,. 

At about 1500 hours that day we were still lying in the cornfield 
approximately six feet apart from each other. t heard a raatling of corn but 
took no notice becauc the corn had been rustling all the 'AnC. The reatnng 
however turned out to be four. Italian tentrice, me of whom wore four eed 
,,tripes and was a aerieant. 

Smith was the nearest to them at Vitas discovered 	) heard hill? shoei: 

"Nov  three firms, am] this nas immediately followed by the report of a rifle, 
1 then heard Smith groan.., I got up on oy knives to surrender and sec what was 
happening,, Walker was in front of me and ee wera marched brick to the barracks.  
Smith was obviuusly dead having been shot throegh the chest_ Be wts left lying 
u' the eornfield. When we got back to the eamn we earn placed in the detentie 
roam and I was with Walker for two days after which time ho was cent into 
Uospital, eUring.this time he told mc he hod eeon the shooting incident crib 
lying in the eornfield, Ito said that when the Italian sentry diecovered Smith 

/the Italian 
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the Italian raised his rifle 3thereupen Smith put up his herds and said: "No„/To_. 
No". but the sentry look no notice and shot- WaIcor than exposed himself and 
the sentry levelled tle rifle at 	well.. The serieant who was with the 
s %;:y stopped him from firing. 	::::3n.try who :?ired 1103 pointed out to Me by 
Walker durirg the following two da;7s, and I would describe hiLL oo follevz: 

.About five feet ten inohoz.. in heigh-;;; of slim build; ssiltxr: 
rt cmpltnci.on; dark hair; aged dhow:: tienty-:3i:c years. 

do not krow any of the mazes et the Italian staff or sentries, 

Omith's body was reittoved -rose the cornfield the next day, but no 
office-: or the padre: 17:_S allcrmd to sec the body, bvt they were 11.1cmed 

to at'-end the ftancral., 

6:.';)i t! 	the above-naiied - WILLIAM WOOD 
at C.; Spring Gal‘f;onr in the 0-1. of Wosui.,:lotor) 
thin third day cit tuvember 19 .!3 	 (4, WOW) 

15.117td& ME 

(S. o.. 
Captain -i-regal 
Military Departrant, 

Office of Ito Judge Advcc Li tO (trine 'a]...  
bond on , 
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EXTRACT 

Copy to: D11,1 SIT; 	Ai;11(., 

G-1(137.') 	/PIC 

Telt Baseba3.1 23/%/5 
	

,) of 

jr 	Judge: 11.1v 0 tato 	, 
POPL?, 111.VINIITATUZ: . 

TAC03/310/ .7; 

Judge Advocate (.i•oat:Mal 

6 Sdzing Gardena, 

Cockspur litrcet, 

London 
ow••••■•••••••••••morOw 

WM' Cr ill; : 

:Urd0/' 	 IT: 6 uctpaa, 
• 

• OOOOO • • • 

I haw.: ,aezn put it pozc',.:)::ion or a file troll the ligtlian 

Vats  .';inistry 	 .̂.1./ ,..• v::oot:1.116 )-1' n,  ?. ,itis7,1 111 iio. 3.U79732  

Priva:,0 	S:oin, 	14uLt. 

• 

40000* O 

According to a roport made, ty Sri;, do :::).7zrandar I f.attrielli, 
Priv/xi:4s Smith eneaped with two ol.-hor Prit it. "6 	 iW.1.-.cr Jane. '.7r.g.wl. 

The 	tro Inpeo An.levioan 	 uldia 	 distmit e(1 	a 

Gor:52,:ty: soldier. 	yore dicoov:)=( :-)y a p.,.trel dt.' four :-.en 

co:an...et:1d ot' 13erjoxat i,S cola Ferimcol. Wh1".1.e) oho othor ic;;o 3.11:.7a9.ned 

Vii-raro thoy wore 	 Smith 3tarte4 to all army. o 	cr..7derce 

vtop by Soldato 	 Cocco and on failinz,- 	do cc) Gocco 

fatal result 

The body 	exa1ti.n.;;f1 whore it lea by Li.ez4-,onf:rt 

7! 	; Li tlsty 	rvf.caa,  at JAI 	iv:co:Ali:1i; to 

this office,..z; 	 /'.45.vre,:e Smith' :3 be.:1"/" 0r+; Or.e VOLVii • s 114.d 

c4co wooed 117 	 f:;.rea Est a distenco sf cm,ir 10 not: co. "3:1*, 

1.,! 	 tlic 3.04.; broast pc- rsetrt.t:I.ns tato the cr.,,i-;:ty. 

# • • 

?or C.1)..orrea; 

1). 3. P., C. 
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• FARTICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPONT 2622 

    

(1) AffidaA.t of 258794F gignalman A.S. VAL2, R.Sigs. dated 22nd 
November 1945. 

(2) Affidavit of 2884171 Private T. "'UOD, ARC. dated 

(3) 6xtract from a latter reference JAG/8/390/163 dated 14th Sept. 
1945, from tie Deputy Judge Advocate General, Allied Force 
Head.ivarters, to the Jud6o Aavocate General, London, 6ivin6 
details of the co:tents of a file of the Italian V,ar .Linistry 
relating to the killin6 of 2879732 Private J. 2L.1TE, Parachute 
Regialent. 

A.B. Providing t:ley can b.! traced t:_.J 	 it -Jdians will also 
b.: witnesses :- 

Sarjeant Nicola Fl...RRUCCI 
Lieutenant Guisepi,s 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 2623 

(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the.offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence ; 
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

Tha accused act ed tion his own initiative and must be held 
solely resi,onsible since the shootinL took place when the 
escaped pris °mar of war tua.ci surrenciered and was kneeling with 
his hands raised. 

There would appear to be no defence. 
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Date Submitted 	Decision of Committee I 
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te. 

0 JAN 64 	- 3 

807561 1108)11 LW) 8145 M&(.  I41 61,1  



Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

1. Natale DUR6LLO 
2. .P.-rrg..  Agostene DALLA -PRO• 

3. Luigi COLO 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

On or about bth November 1944.  
CAMPO LONGO, PADUA, Italy4  	  

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

No. 1. Murder. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

Breach of the Laws and Usages of wow, 

MUrder. 	 

(For the f'se of the Secretariat 

,Rectistered Number. ..r 

47221iclIfi4lg5 

r 
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Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

23 JAN 1946 

1 

14 

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 
.KINGDOM 	...CHARGES AGAINST 	ITALIAN   	WAR CRIMINALS 

CASE No...U4■VB  137 . * 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

In early November 1944, two Allied prisoners of war theri.-at large 
in Italy were apprehended and shot by a party of Italian Fascists at 
CAMPO LONGO , PADUA. 

TRANSMITTED BY  Tild#14SVRI SOLICITOR. 	  

• Insert serial number under which the case is registered in the tiles of the National Office of the accusing State. 

(24655) Wt.P 252 4 5.000 5'4.5 A.& E.W.Ltd. Gp.685 
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PARTICULARS OF ALLEGED CRIME 2626 
-ow 

    

Two Allied Prisoners of War namely No. 104121 Private Jack 
le ROUX of the South African Forces and private Sric GOODWYN 
of The Sseex Regiment, were living in farms and cottages in the 
PADUA area, having escaped from a Prisoner of War Camp as a 
result of the desertion of the Italian guards after the armistice 
were on or about 5th November 1944,  apprehended by a party of 
armed Italian Fascists who shortly after their apprehension shot 
both men dead. 
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iirittah hationni Office Uhm,ge No: IJA4- 02  1.  

United Nation War Crimes Commissiel Eoferonoo; 

	•   .......• i••• • • •• • • •• •••••••••••••4••••••••- • • il• ,•••• •-• 

Aiiiii,A5.1034 CV AiTIOA1T/if Mitjk; BY  ;'i0.j.04.696 (Inv? Vie-itC11F, G C 

NO./04696 Gm. 	COTtlifill°03 .-VISAGD.; etstea under Oath;- 

1. I al* at present living at 973 r.,:•,..inasnok 3traut, Voikarnst, an:1 an 
at tho moment' miting :or IT,- 	frog the 

2. At the f'."1-1 of Tobruk. Cawing Juno 19f1 2. ); ,;,-ao with othurs who wdrs takon 
pm. o.w. 	tho Gerialtleit. 	At tiwt t•;.Fx I wet. In -"ate 33:c1 	 Wc -  woro 
than EA:Alt -..."1-up.4 . tifTt to time 	 caws in Italy. 	During Jan.4.5,  .120 
of us wort, nvnt oi Camo 82 (trukx0) ix) camp /20 (Saonora). Ebro lie hfld to 
worf: for a mai -ey tit:: watts of F„fixsraati in r troii 

.5. Ca 8 309.4) The Go-iv-Ina bsgan to arrest tho Italians with the result 'that 
the sir:1.1,de of our ear.p lied and thus loft us in irirl 1.10ni0.011 to fleo from the 
camp.. 	The 	 thet3 took refugil. 	itaZian:: who 1-1-e:•:0 17011, (I:Lap:Iwo 
torards as. 	tc,e;;. r.tiftwp th ir 1t11mn 	tip Ly ths nasto of .4.X.Faunvim 

‘Jho lived At Via et.13Goi  GaNp0 tong°. 

4.. 	eerit;:ixs 	 tio. 10/1.121 Jack ic Rour and two Englich adidiarc,, th 
'1'M of ono of whorl -was floctiwyr. ana thu, other 1:7hout:' 1-12=I (hd. not knew, found 

about -?li :Akio from wirarci I u-,asUv.Ln , lAth :ta old It:Ilion miaow'. 

.5. IN Ron% sad I -item tezethor px.aotioAlly ':ry 	 fr ui RrAix 
went t livo 'Att.; tht' °la 	 v7ith. 	uox-ita-In 	Wiar.) lived 
at Corte. whiUt hn wai.3 living ttsjr hz l.ii1 ur; a 'Vent-nine-lea sot with which 
he Utter onlxitnactd thoAlt 1t Forovo. 	a 	Roux thet; 	toetit 	ft.f.;11 

.c,bout 
 

6o 1..rXtlEarta. 	riN1,4) ioador of those .E.))rtan:.: 	n rOrria, 

ii• 	An a result 	tho oontnot mac: with ti.0 	 Roux efti:*:11ardli 
lisnageit t Nit the.  Allied ForCna' 	 42,1.0thea tuid 
oUt of the sir on Corte. 	Lator 1itoult 	 tilat tho prtz-tins n-ho wurkud 

tkigt tmea tho utoony for' their 04f1 p13.1..or-,cn 	Volt 	 tho oiothuo 

	

03=unAtiercl for their cam bonont. 	 0.!4:,o`,:i3(.1 to UJ.ii"t?ii; the ronsIt 
thcie(.: ZrAti 	 between le Roux awl tite 	 `13 t 11411 tIv;a:e4 ttt VC:ay 
wichor"i 	him with tias result that he flod frc:ra ,..loar.to to Campo :i.onso vhf:ro 
he found reZuge with the old 	 toU- 	tlita 
Ate FAnusta 	edis 

I, Let' zailtslian by the uoItt of Franc.1F;c1:rt tts14 10 noun that tho ramet:-.t3 
Aoot bin i 4hey 1.:Ntfprt huid or hip. 

0, on the 5 Nov. I had t 0,--AJointmont \OA:4 	WA:X. 	not hire on tt certain 
ttroot oornar at 6p.m. About 	 &kw:fated 
ho.d juc  1et 	house Aihers I hoard a Vo114 of vino aho'Itt and shortly eter that 
en Italia*. giel 	is not ItitYtTil 	r1v 3  (Win t1i c sn6. tol'i :u that the rssolsta 
cad -.shot 1...W1)of 1,7 fr5.orvisrr t•;',.at I matt ilac:avo 	J. then 17..1:.;:.diati.ily fluti into 
the vald. 

9„ 	20.7tj,K; 	obo,..r7; 	 at the 	whore 1:•;r 
ionds iu been kti-al)i %1 	 urrivcd there folIncl le Rory anti Gooduyn dead on 

the eltrao opot whore; they had Z.)ed,n zit the pre-tiouu &y, They we lying on thelr 
baoke 1.* th9 atrtwt, coavlutoly i.trici7verefi. At that time- At had been rain-Lng for 
:30geo (big and thtv were lying in 	 Rou;-: hc-C.Z. a shot through hia.  ClioSt 
and Coo!.irtya hr] br.ion shot through the 10 or vhieh tied paiL.iid throtigh hrIght 
oyo. n'eti:-r IMO laoking at the ,:ierpeos nom.)f tho Itelt.2.ns who ware b.v4n3 in 
the 	/moinity riv thero. 	aakeil. thnr: ik by the bodies had not ton 
ketNovtd, wad Vaey inform rno 1,tat the Fasoioto hv.d Iivcn Instrur.:tiona that they 
f?'1.113t rzAl 	Vv.)/ T;c:tro, 
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10. In the meftntim an 7talic.n Pint Pro-.7c pc lonso ha& rmd ri:vresat- 
atina, to th:: rouclot i.Q. 	 1.;o 1; 	 If.1311)Cfs. 	Thsy 

v 

'..•: 	 ':".;1`10  

-,hun ttr 

11, 	 tYLTZ.,' Aft1:1` V1Ci,( 
prAc;c..... to 

:7;:r ix bury ifi''.vo• • 
thr. 

ithCirt 	 thf: SC:PI:TM:CV tit 
on 'lit:: aolmor whzt).',7, ld 	na6 C;o117,:dn 

13ozcd thc occvezen.w. 

She 	

▪  

;:;ho ;':CJ; 
the ahtlts. 	&tie 	xouhfl 

a tNir4 ono IAn 
• 

E. 	• 	 tt:roi Tho 
a.c thot 

W(3t.t.fl 	EOfl%Ivy 
. n:? ;111:tea cr.-;:if.lioz.11 

lF. -,;111.1t 	 17ae,cialo 	• : 
klemv, 	 .411 n7 '.;;tril 
hotimur could, mi; tall VD 1.4;0 CT the 
could eeu atlo vat: 	t‘n13:naih-A1 
L'ortbir 	 tio,cfla:-,:af.`r.,..). :. 
ts,t-nea)-4,) 	Sit& Atio 	th!..t 
the -V.:0 ix)dion. 	On :1 	/:5 t:10 
t000r.-onvo 11613 17 _11).C;111.i.1 	1.'0.1YO:t.'14(1 If; 

h1,1(1 '4 hat thr.-10 	.f.;he 
ane, that hoy its:-,re.,  in ithu 

two-.  25 :trtt; 
,Atoo 

A0 Po:: :to I 
47t-..,3 told :to 

peztrui 
 loo liven! 

°age nn5. thv 
thr; :-!;f17.1s time 
by thi) pgrtifmla 
th., pOwP. 

mr0:- 
Dorollo 
Main Frj.0 Apatilue.  of ("=,!.;r7:. 
Cob e 	

▪  

or at:rapootolo. 
othqr 

 

	

tiro Pt.° 14113.'d 	 -; tilt! 	;  

X;Iirrar 	• 01L0 (1).1  Cr,rtc, 
..alai() Yam.). 

tliun atro0271„m 

15. 	Y. trovn 	 .7.  • 	 r 	• 

Dezrello 	 ti.,;

• 

.•;; 	 •n• 	 t 
in Comen0„; 	 t 	 at; 	• ;  • 

COno Livgi v-,71; ,ocording to T:vo-ollo in 	 I 
- 

on t ttf..1 fAilf; 	 Of 	 hut "Li 	 • 	thr,z; 
Ph, hs., 	7:.CYt;3. 	a/7,0X ar.r.7 	 4412..t 	L:L .7.. ..ot 
rocevt 

	

h3d net kuowit any t),I t 	:7? 	 ' 	t 
611 la() MO 1-).1'tu It174-3f3t1 'Mittit '1764n 	 Mr.; 

• ' 	01; thrt 	 It: kovx :t*IA 
pf34.ntod :tot 

VI 	- • A NCI` 1; 	' 	' .'0,11,C2)M11  tit by 
• ntauci 112t I ui '7 	kt, he livo F 	p 	) (11.111,  to .1'1E% Vad 

tnS1:131:11.V3 Of "tilf' 	 0:? 141 Zit 0, L.. 
Avek: 	t1-0 boater) i7•F.:1 
inqr)t--t. 	Tiq• 	 titcs  
anapihott 	o.• to 

▪ 

 -:.;11•.:; 

• 

.it.:‘' 	prf,zot 

.1 
2.-0. 	 tvo 

itkt 

1 7 Lk., tIO 

16. 	eortain 	.poote,r 
with all h(t-EiNni-aLy.:. "i.iA PICt 	 wf,11 rr.c.tat probably . 	j a  

to -forli0h 
. . 

19. 1 an agreclIblo and alno iIj. npo:Atter. to.v)int 	 FilUX 

:ood,:Nyn ro.*o t10, c3k.1. 	 . 

2C 	1.1012Y: ft t 	N7;,:i0;i71 t 6)-4 .1f.) 	:It 	 .:X)T14in67-3i1 	 71..11C 

COC7.2.i:10ritS 	 bia`5.`7.:0 	
tor:r %ma. tpheye ho 
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- /37 

Ot;t41,8f7 /Cia 

r.-_;'.••294-.;C8 	riNextetiss a eunnar in tie) 
perz=vnt home addrems at 87, Joho Squaro, 2oho 

f.14-roat LXV:::;fra.175,3 nukte Oath 	ct.ly SA alluna  

Wk ..41k pra:ocomr ty i,o Gerikt”e at feobrupl.: on 21 Juno 
tintl tr(40., there, 	1,eivg in :snouts 	ill'iuonf.ru of ;ler 

	

_Cttyro its 72ka1, T war. 	 party 120 rt PALXV, in the 
at.ii!elu of Na 1;x43 	 in this Germs up to Ohl t5,.= 
Avairstiol an no were 	k-cletand en4 t&d that tr;41 could go %ler!, 

op  lit 	I and tyre( ottttr3 	troll: on u* 
Ilmar*Z7 'tr 	*tty-{Attaorn or lima in WON; tryint/ to twoid 
rmartort) 	goAuino 	3t2 	 . • 

1944 I treat f.raTr ct: visit to trim& cr 
:zinc :1.73 s. are b? ear r. runt: a% 	17aGO Itouro that czrening 0.n•« 

t
ot' 

	

 *diozio nauk; 	rt-iv:ate Brio 0‘131.14.71 	11:-.4ex Duzi.}.T4a7:4 
am.. -.110 livq4 !..13 t;:.'1•)7INC•9 Wftl.k1C11 t;Srabeidf„-qtrix1r. (.17)41 Fi tleuth Africtn 
rl;r~ girl .101,111;45 LIZ ELM 	04.rat.i4scepo <waled iir.tt the 17{Lrm gate and 
• 44;s otlt '7:10 	thr.t thrrz Aftr03 g03:1Z 	 the: ter-i1 -.;ner+) pi? 
1.*.e= 7:orle 	;1:-*J haw ooze tinia 

3. 	 fr,01, 	 1741;t: I. 	left th.o 	I wad vial:Lint:and 
.rte mat; 	44iy 	' 	 '.tuccitto. yr...vdc 

4:w-a tlia'welid (Ib 6rx.la 	 t tsf..w that Goottain 	 t:cittin 

2-4(4 be on 	'iv a utr4.:y cf atxn ettf.tt 	!,iarreictra 
who r.,are tiu.eca.benfxrs thou with their ;za.o7-1. arzeo-- 	Thr. Faraoir-ta 
beell:::nea manuarar 	r4111.10 ); van 31:113 	 yar3e away th‘; 
3041.th Arrlafn iA uctutthIng it 	rhor!;upon t o lerie,ar of 
the T..'nuef•Ot :party enve an order nod toe or ;Lis follow,frr allot both 
(loeNrLa arZ 	'6outh fifr'.oana iihey fell tioan either cluaa or 
osrivu.oly u-r.N.1,n;3.erla 	I :viieveachttl. thin pe.rty with r-7 hnnf.1.1 above 
rrif :lead nad 

 
thy ucar:-.4hed rae for hieedr.-.41 c.rtne or Rupert:. 

lef;; 	boa:Inc., of ie-.3f7r;in 	i.110 	Afrionn 
r..ocad :174:1 rat; tOcer '4:o a 1,':::aolot officv in a garage in a town 

called IM 1i DI :74,:r.;C:0 1 mtr:t.rt tz 7ra.lo awv, 1-:•horo i was interrogated 
are, nes:in-:hod agalna 	TIM neva trying 1.o ;find out from ma 
ithother WO h!.:(1 any errao hidticrt any-ohere, ar26 Lilco the Yr:rams of the 
peoplo with whoa we were ltey3,ng. 	I isne then put in the Civil 

nt Pialit for about '6).ree daps. 	During this time I wan 
egr-in bterrorr.tza 'but th.r, tit by the Gera....00.. 	I finally 47,41.1e6 
• ot Otalag YIU, A :':"ors KilicR1 I was rat-wee: 	tho tkneriCEL115 011 

151,5. 
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I would ilesori.bi 

11.14„Itt, Kt -tiros *fa, 
o:taIrtic13, hair ;31e. • 
&mei tbt:$ ototaa of It 

a 

the lend' of tie 1Possoiab pa -1.7 US rOnOws 

..11t, a btot 1.0 ‘stons 6 pa.14*, ta+2.1ael 
tht*k. :le Mil *Pi.te4 new soar 

. foret.e,a0, mod tc mkt itiowerni 	rteCtiSt 
h',/ •Maii ••• • ally 	e" rea•tImiltre 

	

6. 	'Thc 	 ' 	 131 r.14.,•er 	dun tint. 1 Venice. 

tt Q 11 11 	t..atfal )15Kat4A3 
Tirg773F:q.ng 14:&101311 in t City o 

	

lestainttcr 	 Ootd • 	't 	 vtz:cW::; 

194' 

M1;01111 XS 

(50) G. LIAMIATT: 

1,e,st.1 fJta 

Military 1$ay3..,:`,:rqr.lt, 
°film) of th, L'slagt,  ,ilt,t.7c tit fire: 
jearkli S. W 

vir 
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Contained in the Affidavits of :- 

No. 104696 Gunner Gerhardus Cornelius VISAGI/3. 

No. 1629008 Gunner Robert BACKHOUSE, R.A. 



Page 4 

NOTES ON THE CASE 	2633 
(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 

responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (h) the probable defence ; 
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

(a) All accused are believed now to be in custody in PIOVZ,, 
Italy. Confirmation of this fact is awaited. 

(b) This would appear to be a clear case of murder and the 
evidence of the two witnesses mentioned above is considered 
ample to obtain a conviction. 

; 



cit.rt r-Ittirtt 

1. GlioRKI 	_ oRmv; 

Date Submitted 	Decision of Committee I 

1897561 1.8911/11 5.H.on t.,;15 5I51' I.1,1 51 #1 

8  AN 1546  



cit,rt r-fitartt 

09,;wiuki ati ,?1; 
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GHORa0 4rt 

612. Cb 	4.A.C4 	t: 

Date Submitted 	Decision of Committee I 

1• 

1897661 P893/11 6600 8175 616:c Lbi 51,1 

a 6 JAN 1546  



Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

(. 1. )  GHORKI or GORHKI 
Colonel of the Carabinieri;  
Commandant of Camp P.G.35, PADULA, I taly . 

(2) Unknown Italian Carabinieri. 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

August_ 1943, 
Camp P.G.35, PADULA, Italy. 

No. xxix. - Ill-treatment of Prisoners of war. 

Breach of the Laws and Usages of Velar. 
Breach of Articles 2, 46 and 80 of the Geneva Convention 
1929 relating to the treatment of prisoners of war. 

Assault occasioning actual bodily harm. 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in ‘var 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

(For the Use of the Secretariat) 	 2635 
.Registered Numiwr. 	 Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

. 	n)::?4,2;2/U.K1 /086  2 3 JAN 1SAti 

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 
UNITLiD KINGDOL4 ...CHARGES 

AGAINST ITALIAN   	WAR CRIMINALS 

CASE No.  UK..I/I3 138  * 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

In August 1943 Prisoner of War Camp P.G.35, located at PADULA, Italy  
was evacuated. Some of the prisoners concealed themselves in order to 
delay the evacuation in view of the Allies' landini, in SICILY. Captain 

'th.G.A. VIRL:FIT, Royal Marines, and Lieutenant H.A. POTTS, Royal Army 
Service Corps, who had hidden themselves, were discovered. Both these 
officers were interrogated by the first accused and both were beaten up 
by Oarabinieri, the second accused in the presence and on tne orders 
of the first accused. The first accused also personally struck 
Lieutenant POTTS. 

TRANSMITTED 

* Insert serial number under which the case is registered in the files of the National Office of the accusing State. 

(09655) %vt.P 252 4 5,000 5'43 A.& E.W.Ltd. Gp.685' 
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PARTICULARS OF ALLEGED CRIME 	2636 

In August 1943 the Prisoners of War Camp P.G.35 located at 
PADULA Monastery, Italy, was evacuated. The Camp Commandant 
was the first accused. A number of prisoners felt that the 
evacuation might be delayed if they were to hide in the recesses 
of the monastery. A number, which included Captain 	WRIL,hT, 
Royal Marines and Lieutenant H.A. POTTS, Royal Army Service Corps, 
acoordingly hid themselves. However, some of the prisoners, 
including the said two officers, were discovered. Lieutenant 
POTTS was marched to a cell and on the way there he was struck 
a heavy blow in the face by the first accused. Later, both 
Captain WRIGHT and Lieutenant POTTS were taken separately 
before the first accused and interrogated. As they refused to 
answer questions the first accused ordered the Carabinieri to 
beat them up; both officers received a severe beating. 
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YATT.T-A OF THE 4107!;1) SIL7-TREATMEPT OP 
G.' IVA .:14.10.1AEL G.71:0FINIX ALCM WPM, ROYAL 
ItUTiliE.'3!  VIRTU A PRISUIT.R 	111%.4 AT .PADblit i  
MU, ON OR ABC,LIT. Tfl L. AUCTU3T:  1943, 
4.0.1•21111.3.4. 

klational Offleo Chargo Bog 

i'',.attonsi War (i.mc Crir,omi le.oXerinoo: 

41.,Qm vel ■WOMAIM OV,.* 

A t? :15' IDAVX 	. 

G.AiThiti mCrAEJ. GEOLTI;IT ARTUN 17incylv., itOyai 	 th 
ot V alvonetiatt Read, ;',".scuthsoas 	 44r(:;hy I1 CAt'l Z•rrel  

la 	Iwas captur:-.Jat Tobruk on 13 SepteTber 	In Ausuct of 
Onsmp Po. 	35 at Podu3e Eoneaterys  Ita3y. 	IL enmP 	 P-11‘ 
The Cealp Ooawndant for thin comp wan a ccionol in the GP.r.thiniovio I 
r.-.K...!mber bin nar,n. 	he wau a8ed about 55 to 60, 4::..dium h2ight, ltout br 
blood pregsure faces  Pn °ben° and 'boa irit-eur' We. Ile wpm  
riorcl. 	of' a dar:.: brown 1a3.r of a cur:ky 
meal-in:WeM avin„ evon from * -photoL/raph. 

6.)Wfil 	tf." 	 fl t 	0.ampa 	 ' . 
escapld. [.,roup Wes:; the fit - to bo 
0030 hour. 	..;;Ther tbe thi-.:41 or fourth AuEutat 	i91.7.3, 

aL 	toic 	At about 03Q }our''ottiriAo trtigori 	 7 . ■ • 
117. tC.T. 7 *F.T4.Z;r1io tctken out and marched 	 • 
outrAec.. 	nwiting - iins Ictiton with rifle 	tti the 	• 	• '; 
stm1.7. of tho 	tho o...Port who Tiara v;;;J:y eI,14 	otu,; 	 • ,. 

Th-.3 
 

)1Qr 3mcei-crid caused buior,.ng and 	 .. 

3. 	.1. 	theii mvohod in 	Of tho Oorli!amdont who 
Cmimandant started to iati:rroato,  me 	,, n L 

that -!;'.1 	°Muer he had :;.ntcrroept,2d 42d rwAinhlj 	 =51,-2.!  

and .1.e 11V13 boin3 dir..z?oted of. 	At this ti!: tbe 
Jie °Moor rforred to by the Oct'n;vandant 	 The (mar 

th a71o1 11r.. tho vihorcabouta of the other officero who tare ii.1ig 	I gmAd "I 
thig zaid "Did you inLQ/4 to eacai.)o.'. 

'Ho.W 	nald "Through tho mein gptees lie hecilme uorc awry' and dei;lanac:71 to 
urenbouta of the other °facers. I anid 	 Thf: 

bo-711ef:. to the osoort which no b-:bind int!. 	1 ir.:4!ditv.1,1r r;.-0.:'.7 a hit; 371. 
—zlhatI to to bo a flat on the ri&t side of th.:=;' 	 acrozs iTh? 
voom fc,v a disi;ance of about (light feet, th a1i 	Anry 	Ivas t,he-3 1)rotil 

pra,Aoun ponAt!..on and the Goor4.11t t;ai:2 
Lie mow the wheveabout6 of. the other offic 	or vor2s to t1,-mt. icot, 

ari.1I ;tst n,..eched cut and back to t;.-  

Pottu returmad to the oeil and I ley:. t. 11.; iio ma in an 
T 	big .ntcX'rt)w ted 	heavd the 

/),) 	0941•!. 

2.. 	in Auisz.tat c, 1943 after the A].lieu hod land.ed 
IA i Int,--.intion. of movinf,i this caw,  north to :;201.017,i-is.,, 

of 	 ,To tiolay this i.o* inn Ilit}1 ti. hc.ic(,f 	•:-.1,cf camp 
overz.4 by the A1.1.1.. 	0tIt 27 of m hie ovxr.,elver_i 5n cd 

9ain.;e1 a d.-:51ay of ty.T.; least 14. dey to th‘:. inton.ded 	 raa one of a grol.?y? 
fj. ecru 1-) d 	:Villa group ocirtpri.s.: d 	i; • 	Po t1. 	. 	an:-.11 • . 

iunfc.3, VD/ 	nos, 	111V11., Vft1".1: 
• 
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P;:r 	firt twnty-  four hours in which We lierc in the cell — iftrich -a 
15 	9 fCrA IX had no food, nem refused water end hr.td no Vianktf,, 

&h cell had a stone floor, store nails und two r.:na:1.1. 
3:%Lrat ti:olve hours about eleven of tr. )7e:re pushed into this oe.11, 	Afte?.'_ 

day we: ri:ctived food:  blankets and bedding but this was due to 	(:ffox ...; 
oau yr.:ople An the comp° 	Altozether xe \ter...! kept in thi:i 	for 	onyne  

A -.4-tri -:Itta report was givor.1 by each of rtv party to the 36 :liar )3;.1.tialt 
ciao cfoLpv 	 Aountain o  0.B. eho confirmed the DORIC fi and ci:triiis or :An 

pc:Esonno:4. 	 This report was sent to 1:ng1ando 

heAng r..".rchvd to the cell and before we vere interroant,3d J.n tic 
,:;:tkray.nCliit l e office!:  tho Com-lax:dant met us in the pswiage outside if.ne 	Lk. 
Jook.!.41 

	

	 half dressed and said Are you British Off.;.,,ere?" liE: 

lAca'i,:.-4ani; Potts, who is about five feet GiN inch:s and of nwill 
t-lao anid 	 The, Corgi andant innedinte7v, \cl.th :In open '.-tb,rsi;  but tr-iith 

titruck Lieutenant Fotts across the side of his 	Pitta reel,u1 but 
JPAt 110t 

..:Ait":11:-7...;7 the f, 1)Crits. 11:011ed. bil'OFIAEL 
WEIGHT near 

cal the 21.1:?. day of 	 (Signed) N.G.A. Wri.E,11t3 
.gtAir,ilt.)'74' 194.5- 

(Signed) 	VIcztluice. 
Jajor, 

113.itar,y Del)t-Irtrnt,, 
.judgo Advocate C-encral's 
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2Cif; 	 of TM 	 Cr) 
.1iVeYA.,17; 1t, G, 	1/P.IGIV, 	lealris13:  

:i,D'ArRatAik RA., WNW, R7LiV., AIRE 	curliK; 
iaP .pAract, 	ATICATi! 	Allis,:.;: 

APPIDAVIP 

,-....■,,■••••••••••••■••■•■•■•141.41.1[1.0.1e•M 	• 4% 

YIT;f5f A-::1:1.`Mi. ram,. icyrner:v 	

• 

thc 	ism 
nett on ifiNtni )ele::14.11,?; if 3 	frith 1)11'41$1 %WM: hrue addreas 	3A, MILADW:',20F 

	

D Citlf2.3111ZE, /VIMcA an say as 	ens :- 

.1.., 	iaas csaptved 	>,:41:•711 AFRICA in AprAl c*:,11.1,, 	X ;two tetkon to Cen.1) 1To.p.,(4.35 
;.:,;%-z 	r :-.07.t.14 in 4pr 52 	ora r8;11?...lim3 -::1-11-A4a until Atig1;:at i943, 

rovt 	tkAs ,perf.(.od 	(:`M."!"..!111',7PAYZ 	Itnits.n 
-fati t?e t;:wabinieri b, tle nth:0 Or anoRra (or ci,c;Ttia.--A:) 	rixt was agfiti 

4.17/4131: 1x15..tht aL,ont five feet Din inotoei: 	ilen to eleven otang;. 1:2.o3=id 
otrIlle2ticur; 	thir. Awed; stock, 	 corj 

• 

6...-.mit3b1.4 in tetrort.lAtni;,. 
kle [i333 WIrtzteti to 	3, dart; brown rig. 	ea'l Uzi 	VAftiti.,:). &n Augur,i7 194.3 
Iltio.1 	 v.tts (.kvat",-,u:A.tod, 

atmi tee ,'a tho ovacw.tisrm 	Ativut i,3 of Cm 	!?.,1 t111 Isaf: 
of h,11 	lam:lark?, in Slcau, a. 'Amber ov 	 the:intz'Aven ir4 the 
Htint? 	 CA149.111 WILIGHt wad «".n` cc two et:ten7 ;TWO dier)02ratadz 	Mr: 
1;0114; our;ortel by SCW: 	Giviiiintexi to the gaol 11.zon 	,.rore 	t'a. 
CmItz-.:tit.,..^:it s  C62. ono). V,B3L2-.V 	lie struck -14, a vol Ettelly 4,71.017 110:r li33 thr.: 	s 
I 'Efz,n 	 into the cool and aubsequveltki -crought bofcro 	C;reilwatianti: 

): was y..ritorrioliateti through an interpreter ky the auttnariko..1; wit:t x-etiFecre. 
-to 	vtheivii.enuti 	tip other prisoners wilt) hM hidden, 	13111.tril 
zAl-af).;.' 	f.- 1,z;aliSnaeri, 	In the couroe of the irttarxogotion C;tr!es43 
ett 

 
it ordirg !of Golovel GI Ng3r -.4•4rpeatedly at-milk no with Lbl.f.T.e h1.1:tt.7, X tioz,x 

ufweviir2y boxten u.r.), 	I VeS3 then put into en (atioininz mum, 	then hear.{: 
ma-sht)fly 3:kso broeght into the Couratdo.nto Et Oil` iC,e3; 	:1001Ced. 	hrough the 1:ey,":--sle: 

e;:e.; 	•;,;a2taiki WRIGKe. iie Sft3 into 	and sioatori u) as 	irtu 
atn:Itt 11.4141: CV: 	C.C.1.'ihe any Ttalinna olo 1.fer$ inArk-areti eicoeiA 

;My:0 3;t! 	8.114:Anusid DrAile laTfraTt POTTS) 
zt1";,1.rfi flualifizs in thy Tito- of 

c7ff,':.1674VITtl 	 tiEv of 
• 

Ifir:i&.1.; 4)16, 

(aUlni0) 
U$Y.A.8-in Log  al. staff 

;?e,;_ieztnntk„ 
;;;'1,:1ge A.dvolzai) 	val 4.  
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\IC 111 1 I \ 	1)1. 	\ 	N1 I 	IN 	IT( 	I 

Contained in the Affidavits or 

(I) Captain M.U.A. WRIGHT, Royal tiiur.nen. This uffilltiv dollovibo“ 
the plan w:,eruby the prinonern decided to t;unuual thomoelves 
prior to the evacuation of thu camp, that nom, were hisooverod 
and that he and Lieutenant PUTT:3 were intorroLated by the ha 
accused who, when no answers were forthoomihk, to hits  quelaham• 
ordereu the second accused to administor a beatinp,. Captain 
WRIGHT then states that he and other prleoners wore kept :?4 
hours in a cell without food or water, boddinii, or blankets ad, 
for a further 9 days, they wort, retained in this cell arts 
were then given some food and beddin6. 

(2) Lieutenant H.A. POTTS, Royal Army Service Corp u, whoconrIrmu 
entirely the evidence of Captain WRIGHT area upeulin to the 
beating he received at thu hands of the nouond aoGunod. U' 
further utaten that hu was struck a heavy blow by the rhest 
accused. 
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, . 	 NOTES ON THE CASE 
	 2641 

(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence ; 
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

The evidence clearly discloses that the first accused 
ordered that Captain WRIGHT and Lieutenant POTTS should be 
beaten up by the second accused because they would not give 
satisfactory replies to questions dealing with the prisoners in 
the camp concealing themselves. There can be no justification 
for this brutal assault. The offences were committed on 
the accused' 8 own initiative and there appears to be no defence 
thereto• 
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LAJCI-IE T T ,•*%, 	I 
4 . 

Date Submitted 	Decision of Committee I 

3  ;/AN 

1897561 1'898/1I 6000 6! 46 Ilk( • I.td 51/1 
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Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

23 JAN I546 
.„, •,,);2juKi  atig'  

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 

ITALIAN UNITED KINGDOM NNTAR CRIMINALS CHARGES AGAINST 

CASE No.  UK.I/B 139 * 

LUCHSTTI Nilo (aivilia4) 	  Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

10th December 1943. 
MOGLIANO (Map 	Ref. italY, 	18200,000 Sheet 14, 5.5700. 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

No. i. Murder. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

Violation of the Laws and Usages of War. 

Murder . 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

On 10th December 1943 at dOGLIANO, Italy, the accused shot and" 
killed No. 840151 Sgt. J. FORD, R.A. without justification. 

TRANSMITTED BY 
 TRJ;ASVRy  SOLICITOR., 

• 
Insert serial number under which the case is registered in the files of the National Office of the accusing State. 

(99656) Wt.P 252 4 5,000 5,45 A.& E.W.Ltd. Gp.635 

(I--or the Use of the .',Iccretariah 
. 

Registered Number. 
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PARTICULARS OF ALLEGED (AMIE 

About 11 a.m. on 10th December 1943, three escaped prisoner: 
of war (No. 840151 Sgt. FORD, R.A. No. 410927 Private JUY, R.A.O.C. 
and No. 890850 Gunner WIU3STat, R.A.) were arrested, by two 
Italians dressed in civilian clothes and armed with pistols, while 
walking along the MOGLIANO.MACIA■ A road in ta province of iiiACL:;RATA. 

A few minutes after the arrest, a girl on a bicycle 
(Guglielmino PiaRLLI) passed by the scene of the arrest. Using 
her as a screen, two of the prisoners of war (Private JUY and Gunner 
WSBSTLIR) ran away. They were fired A by the two Italians, and 
one of them Mario FOGLIA chased them. One of the shots hit 
Guglielmino P,I;TRZ,LLI in the thigh and knocked her from her 
bicycle. The other armed Italian, the accued Nilo LUCH;2,TT1 
covered Sergeant FORD with his pistol. Sergeant FORD remained 
where he was with his hands above his head, signifying his 
intention not to escape. He then turned to where ili,TR.LLI 
was lying, whereupon the accused shouted, "Don't move by God" 
and immediately fired three shots at Sergeant FORD, who fell 
to the ground. The accused kickJd Sergeant FORD where he lay 
to see if he was dead, but he cried out. Then the ac,;used and 
FOGLIA went to MOGUANO to report the incident to the Carabinieri; 
leaving Sergeant FORD where he had fallen. After the arrival of 
a Sergeant in the Carabinieri, Sergeant FORD was taken to hospital 
where he died soon after admission. 
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1,14/JAG/F.S/45/25(.3;0 
POWID3 

Ili THE MATTER OF TWE :MOOTING OP 
SERJEANT J. FORD, ROYAL ARTILLERY 
AT1.10GLIX.NO ON 10 DECE1:BER 19143. 

somAlimmilmee.D. 	 OaNa 

 

"" 

 

  

Br5.tish National Office Charge No 

United Nations War Crimes Com:lesion reXecnce: 

.60 .0. 	ea 	• ••• 	  

AFFIDAVT:2 

AI. vow maw •ow 	• 

 

a.* 	  

 

I, 110.410927 PRIVATE ARTHUR JOY, Royal Army urdnance Corns, 
vith permanent home address at 91A, Hia'.7-1cross Road, TottwAhau, 
London, H.17., MAKE OATH AND ai,y.N8 

1 	I was captured south of DMINA on.15 Decenher 19b.1. 	I was 
taken to various prisoner of war camps in Italy anc.  on 15 f.,E:ptemter 
1943 I cacaped.from Camp P.G.53 !MOMATA. 	I vlas )elter by sor 
Italian farners in the district. 

2 	On theillorning of 10 Decenber 1.943 I 	:] 	"-.1_ 
road leading from MOGLIANO Tt.) CACF;:=RT..1 	 ;-:, orent 
Ben FORD)  Royal Ar''.;illery, who 1ivE,d at 21j 
Birmingham and Gunner WBBSTER. 	oane 
side of the road ',lho. as'_tred 't? 	e tipie an ; 	: 	• 
ans,/cred tUrt4t4.3,1ezzot e ' 'e eurtfomed wal' 
shouting after ts to halt' and 	-- 
and sail they _both 'had revolvers in ;, 	 • 
if they wero seliolls and WEB6P. 	 ••• ,'(3 
who fired a shot in the air. 	 -ft; 
to move along the, road back tow -d 	 ..; 
very shars,  bend they tpld- ue 	 c.; ,.)1.  
and they stood on the other 
heard, them speakfLnF, to each other ;, 
until a motor arrived to pic;c 	 c. t;‘,  
break. 	YvEBSTEP 5.L id! he 	 ■ 
and VORD said he vould ro 
Suddenly WEBSTE1-1. an of roam'. t'ie 
.WOGLIANO. 	The lorge::-. fascis'6 	-J co: 
At thi moment a 	caite vc,an( 
direction of !..1.C;_lATA 1-:;o:;11w 	 c 
Serje;ant FoRD. 	ThEl laTq.'er 
smaller one vas covF;r:in!: 
her bi.:;'Jcle 	vibe 	

. 	
fa§ ,  ' :t .eat 

did sp I mn :.,ff i
l
n thl Ctifle 

started ruining ht le tYe 
after i.e. 	lie f-Arel abou.t 2 sh 	:;.-3 I 
50 yards I jumped o:-.T th: roa%f. 	Lhe 

Vhon I reached a -.111s111 	da'm the side ‘, 
about 50 yards bolo;! I he! rd ;:lbort two more f3:10t3. 

faruer who 	TS 7;1-.,,:re viWSTH,R ,xes apd took 
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3. 	Later WEBSTER was recastnrcd i»;:t I lived with another 
Italian famer in the district whose nano was Signor Americo 
CATALIIiI until the d.istrict was liberated in bout jivie -1 
when I managed to reach some Poli:ih troops. 

4 	I hove seen a photograph rarked exhibit ?At which. I 
rcconise as a photograph of the Smaller of the Vac) ari!led 
who Er.c'ested us. 	I have seen a photograph marked ex7.1ibi.:; 
which I recognise as the larger of the two 'armed civillels and 
the one vho chased we-  when I ran away. 	I would rece;:r.ic. 
of these two men if I were to see them again. 

I Was repatriated IA Ioingland i.r August 19144. 

SWORN by the said Private ARTITUR JOY 
at G, Spring Gardens in the City .of 
Westminster this 19th day of november 
1945 

Before re 

(31i;(1) J . 

Major, Legal Staff 
A7ilitar;y-  Department, judge 

Advocate 	s Offi Le, London. 

(sgd) A. JOY. 
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1. Affidavit of No. 401937 Private Arthur JuY, U.A 	whu ilovutuitt 
to the events leading up to thu ►+hout.1.i ur 	VoltD, usi 

identifies the photograph Or ti" it""'"'"'"  "r  "" " 41'  4ario FOULIA• 

Will) I II ILI 	,sy a 2. Oopy of thu otatoment of Guglielwtho Pit:1'110,1 ,h' , 
witness to the shooting of Sgt. FoR1). 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 2650 
.-411111 

(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence ; 
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

1. The accused appears to have acted on his own initiative. 
His probable line of defence will be that he shot Sgt. FORD 
while trying to escape, but the evidence of Uuglielmino 
P&TRSLLI appears to rebut this. The case appears to be reason-
ably complete. 

2. Mario FOGLIA is not named as an accused as he was not 
on the scene when Sgt. FORD was shot, and although he fired 
at Private JOY and Gunner Wiii3ST6R, they were on their own 
admission escaping. 
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1. ToRREL,ROss 

It lf . 

Date Submitted 	Decision of Committee I 

I 2 1 FEB 

:89756 	 OHM 6. 1C.,  5iN4' I t.1 51,I 

I en"-Af; 



COMMISSION 

WAR CRIMINALS 

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES 
UNITLD KINGDOM  CHARGES AGAINST. ITALIAN 

CASE No. UK....I/B 140 

(I; the Use of the Secretariat) 

Registered Number. 
2652 

Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

'13 FEE SG 5.;Z t!kt,,,1" 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

The first accused, as commander of the 110 Legion of the National 
Republican Guard and as Officer in charge Militia Headquarters, ASCOLI 
PIC&NO, Italy, gave orders to his subordinates, the second, thirdand 
fourth accused, to shoot and kill 802071 Battery Serjeant Major W.R.A. 
TINDLE • Royal Artillery, an escaped and recaptured British prisoner of 
war. 

TRANSMITTED BY ... TRILASURY 	SOLICI;U7., 

*Insert serial number under which the case is registered in the files of the National Office of the accusing State. 

(29655) Wt.P.262 4 	6,000 5145 A.& E. W.Ltd. Gp.685 
(30449) MILP 11b3,17 5,000 10:45 

1• TORREGROSSA, Pasquale.  
Lieutenant Colonel, Fascist Militia. 

2. VANNOZZI, Arturo.  	 
Landowner. In custody at NR0  Internee 
	Camp-  at T&RNIk 	  

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

5. MASSI, Guglielmo. 
	Clerk. 3n custody at OARO&RI 

ASCOLI PIC&NO. 

4. POLON', Fausto.  
Shoemaker. In custody at "R" Internee 

	Camp at TSRNI• 	  

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

lebruarY. .1944.2 	ASPOLI .P,1 	Ita/Y• 	 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

No. i. Murder  of Battery Serjeant  Major T.R.A. 
TINDLS, 	Royal Artillery. 

Murder. 

Murder. 
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PARTICULARS OF ALLEGED CRIME 
2653 

  

Towards the end of February 1944, Battery Serjeant 1.1ajor 
TINDL, an escaped prisoner of war was apprehended by members 
of the Italian Fascist Militia at or near CAMARTINA, Italy, 
and subsequently taken to the Militia Headquarters at ASCOLI 
PICANO where he was handed over to the first accused. After 
having been interrogated by the first accused he was escorted 
from the office by the second accused who fire.: a shot at him, 
which although it hit him, was not fatal. After a short 
interval, more shots were fired at the victim by the thiru and 
fourth accused, such shots causing his death. 
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VLt IIANC rsi 1111.F.Xedaa 25, 
,:xtraotn 	ntateuent cd 

Disp,Lo, uowpail 
aged 42 yi4r‘rm, umi 
rebidiilg- at VI.: MARCO SGeltIGLIA 25, 
ABCOLI PICENG 

Rho ntatt,3: 

'While I -oats Al duty at the door of the 0ice of Lioutenant-O..)1,:■nol 
rOltArMOSSA., at the Militia I-7.eadquarter$ ASCOLI PICENO, the door of Oolonul Torrcaosaa's 
afficeiaopmeu and E. ii drewted in civilian olotheta 	boing1t out by Arturo 

Venn 	11613 a rt.-xtulvev in Lis hand cn.1 the pi-ikon:3r wisk. %raising -in i'rcnt 
Df hist. 	Thzy Nloro 'aikin 	1on t corviclor tiPt...rdu a land:Luz. 	I hoard three - 
shots. 	A Vey: second:I later I crolsed the oorrid )v to set: 'that :tad ti*pornied. 	could 
Hee the yriuctmr lyind on thta landing arid I could her.xht4grouninfi,. 	Near bird 1.50rii 
krturo 	Fautito Polonj. and Gig 	Ye:13t.f... 	About tcn rninut::-:; later I h4ard too 
Hove shots p.nd 	 pecT:le :it7, adittv, round the prisoner. 	:'i,ater 
11211 brought and the btgly tf! tekker 	 he).pc.1 to -swill tho bloc.::!, off the 

SI,11,D1t/I.) 	• 

04 . 	 11/ 	 •■• 	O. 	 ■•1111,   *MAI 	 as or 	• • 	•• 

4 



POIVI'A Cid:TAW. 
fic,ot f:. u. tht- ,Jo.toment, 	 • 

Gs.otrano, 
died 	yoars, ucas (4: 
raLltlind at V1 PORT.' 	7, 

2655 

ii J 

In pcbrciary 04. marai 19 :4,, rhi.: £3 i; *aployeti art a poi' -.rtv al; tile 
hilt.actufc't1.1.,  of ti7e 	 t.:41Jitti 
)14.14:,  :di "allot* 	fi.rad *in ti..e buntline? , 	L uont to tht,  :Landing, elrl 
fanrozzf,, anti flTugli.crlidt)nktet,ii, ritarigf.ng 	man liho 	lyinz, on t...,4 lanth.nir. 	..1- a,vt3tc■ 

5.10:100. NfeN. 	fald..1.14 by VIAVI102:.!..i. E-nd 	 04,01100 
"rair. 	 hoisstor. flf. 3110. 	Ael7p-n1 
and all :v,: Vv. prirs.Acr in tha tr‘oat. 	 vlso 	 csovek,it 
car.virso rn,.1 	re,..;urrid to my office 1eavin4 four of 	 th 	bOey 
44111:1W 	 :tug) 	vvry 	and I ao. r:rgris that Folonj, 	ti-r=' 
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(1) datractl from statement sworn by Biagio GIALDINI, containing 
circumstantial evidence that the second accused fired the first 
shot. 

(2) lixtracts from statement sworn by Gaetano CLLANI, to the 
effect that the fourth accused fired at and hit the victim. 

(3) Statement sworn by third accused to.  the effect that he fired 
at the body which was lying on the ground, on orders received from 
the first accused, and that the second accused fired the first shot. 

•■• 

.■ 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 	
21359 	41 

(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence ; 
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

This case is complete and f rom available evidence it 
appears that the defence of the second and fourth accused 
will be an alibi. A further defence which is likely to be 
put forward by the second, third and fourth accused is that 
they acted on superior orders from the first accused. This 
defence is not tenable as such orders would obviously be 
illegal and as such need not be obeyed. 

The second, third and fourth accused are in custody and 
a search for the first accused is in progress. The trial of 
the second, third and fourth accused will not be delayed on 
that account. 
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UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 
uLdTibb RI NCUD0,1 
	 CHARGES 

CASE No,  Llii.—I/B 141 

AGAINST....ITALI.  AN 	WAR CRIMINALS 

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

1. 112J, Guieeppe 
Sentry at Camp 1).(i. 70 YAW, Italy in 
January 1943. 

Date and place of  4th January 1943, FLOW, Italy. 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

No. xxix. 	Ill.treatment of Prisoners of War. 

Breach of the laws and usages of war and in particular 
Article 2 of the Lieneva Convention 1929 relating to 
the treatment of Prisoners of War. 

Assault 
Wounding with interit, contrary to bastion 1R -or the 
Offences against the Person Act 1861. 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

In January 1943 at Camp 70, F.:;111.10, Italy a British prisoner of 
war Trooper J. JOiiiiS was snot and woundea by the accused while crossing 
the camp inside the wire. 

TRANSMITTED BY TRSASyRi SJLIC1TUR. 

• Insert serial number under which the case is registered in the files of the National Office of the accusing State. 

(20646) Wt.P.25t'4 	5,000 6/45 A.& E. W.Ltd. Gr.695 
(30149) Wt .P t1r3 17 5,000 10045 
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Un 4th January 1943 Trooper J. JUN!.; a British prisoner 
of war at Camp 70 F6RIAU Italy was boine, to the cookhouse to 
get some water. When he was about 10 yards from the cookhouse 
the accused w:10 was in a sentry box about 10 yards away shot 
and wou:;ded him in the shoulder. Trooper JUI4L!;S was about 2 feat 
inside the trip wire at the time. As a result of thiH wounaing 
Trooper JUNS was in hospital for about 6 months. 
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The Affidavit of No. 7908319 .trooper J. JON6S, The Royal Tank 
Regiment. Trooper JUNA!;S was the victim of this shootinb. 
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;4, • 	 NOTES ON THE CASE 

(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence ; 
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

This case appears to be a very clear ono anti it is 
difficult to see what defence can 134,3 raised. The name of the 
accused has been obtained as a result, of inquiries that are 
being made in Italy and it is possible that further evidence 
will be forthcoming from this source. 

A wanted report has been sent out f or Col. PAPA who was 
Commandant of Camp PG.70 at the time of the snooting and he 
will be interrot,ated as soon as he comes into our 'na.nds. 
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UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 
UNITED iiIklUDOLj 	Tri A i3r• 	 ITALIAki k.1-iiiikw1:3 AGAINST 	 • WAR CRIMINALS 

CASE No.  UK—I/8  144. 	* 

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

 	Ciuiseppi  	.• 	..... . ....... 
LiJut Jr._nt in a unit of t...a Italian Republican 
	 Army- --etationed—at—R6GGA. 	'fiTEWANO.,•--Provin-oe 

of 	Italy, in :day  1944. 
(Not to be translated.) 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

14th May 1944. 
ROCCA SAN STIFANO, Province of Rome, Italy. 

Number and descrip- 	 Llurdar. 
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

Breach of Vcia Laws and .118ayss of War  and in  particular 
Article 5O of tho ,:roneva Convention 1929 relating to 
-Prisoners of -1!!ar. 	  

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

On 14th ..ay 1944 at RuCC, SAIJST..!.Fallo, Italy, a 	h African 

	

escaped prisoner of war, 	143218, LLUIC 9—becaba,rdier J.L. PARii.INSON 
was ciis Gov-drad in hiding ana shot. 

	

TRANSMITTED BY ....TR...■ A`.:11.11Y 	 i.J- . 	 

• Insert serial number under which the case is registered in the files of the National Office of the accusing State. 

(20656) Wt.P.E5S 4 	5,000 
5/46 

 A.& E. W.Ltd. Gp.685 
(30449) WLY 11o3,17 6,000 10145 



PARTICULARS OF ALLEGED CRIME Z669 

On 14th May 1944 Lance.bombardier J.L. PARK-11430N, an escaped 
South African pri.%onar of war, was II, hiding in a cave near R000A 
SAN STI!TANO, in the Province of Rome, Italy. The accused, in 
command of a patrol of about 30 Italian Republican Soldiers, went 
to the cave and, 'placing his aeon at the mouth thereof, e aid "Who 
i3 in the cave"? A kiol.A.or repliuu that someone was in the cave 
whereupon the officer pointed his pistol towards tkie cave and 
said "H!Jids up". A moment later he said "Capture the pri2oner 
dead or alive". Tiler-kJ were shots oxId Lance.bombardier PARE1i430N 
received one in his body. A few hours later he :dad. 
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PPV.e.N'.0 
..e.6R0dAM, 

STATE!.';IT OP :- 	 )7.11.6, %flea ?2. yu•ar.3 4, 
Daughter of AMITIO. 
Rec.:Wing at l'AR.U.1,10 	.:I;, 	. 

M 
OW • 	0* Om • VS I' 

Who rtates 

On the 24th 8epteabor 1943, throe Allied 
soldiers L:prive6. at-my home, .ohich waa at that time situated 
in a valley but 3 kilemotrek. from the villa re of R000A J. 
&EWAN°. These soldi.rh told mo that they had eocpcd from 
the Friooner of 'far Qamp at FARA SA:MA. Province o RIEPI. 

My father gav those soldiery sholtor in 
our home until the 14th May 1944, and during this time I got 
to Lnoti one of the aoldiers very vell, he told me he 'oati from 
SCAM ATAlOA, and that h1 none was '10V PARKINSON. 

On the: n:;.; it of the 13th jay 1944, '1,738' 
ealao to our holo and f0.eIt there all the night, leavin:f in the 
toornin lust biforo dayhreak to 	to a eavo, lthich iu sitqAted 
a ohort distanco ;:ron Hy house. 

About 10.0 ao on the 14th gray 191;4, I -aat 
toac:rds my hou6o, y.han I saw in iront of mo a party of 

30 	Republican Soldio..z, under ttL. Qom:land cW a 
Lieutenant, ltalking towtv61) my home. 

When Choy 	aboUt 	yard, fro my hoHe 
the o&leer 	the: poi: liars, and I evertook them and as I 

?aria sing them the Lieutenant atop pod 	and a:;ked use :U in 
tho neighbourhood therc vas a rock noar river. 	I replied ") a", 

Ne asked !to if there wp.:' 	cort.An family by 
the naHe of PELICIAMEId living; nearby, u.na I replied that X did 
not lf,no-• 

rho Lietenant then 	me to co on my 
vay, and I vent to my h.:!la end inforaod ny fanny vhat had happenod. 

Later that day ny iothor Inforime. ne that the 
SOUTH APRIOAN soldier 'Los' had',can killed. 

About 4.0 ;).L-11. the same Coy two ItElian rrioldiers 
camo to my home, and took me to a housa in the. ville:,La of ROCCA 
Ss StaPA/40, vhere I sal; the Lieutenant who;,! I had previously aeon 
with the party of Italian soldiers. 

The Li..utcaant said to no, "you are :it.if,,RJA 
Marghorita" I replied "'few". 

The Lieutenant than uaid to me, "Yea knov the 
priaoner who has been shot" 

I said "No, I never knot: him and nove.! L=ti hi:Po 
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1211 (1.:'dh.,r then took a lieco of 7 -per :rori hin 
pooket znd saM '',rho f  ,ve 11im7 thisadearGa, 7" 	Y. said "I don't %tier" 
and he then aho7ell no du) 1)a:,) r and naiJI  'This 3. your name and 
address% 	I rclied "Yu.4". 

1,,u!;ennt then uai a t9 mo"Thin 
with your name ond addeus I have ti4ken from the bal..iy of the 
dead soldier". 	I did not reply. 

Khoat thw,o houra later the Lieutenant 
no to Lo to U11 hsiiie. 

X did not knyl tt:e nano of this Lieutenant, 
but I he v,3 	 in WaTi    and if I i,ore 
to use thin man asain rioltld reclooieu 	althou;h I cpnnot 
Ave a detailed dmuri:;tien of him. 

This :Aatowont han been mid over to me. It 
in true end corrk.>nt o  

6iolcd 	IAISERIA Mw.‘herite. 

Statement taken in Italian, road ove2 and her 
signature witnesiiod by Ofl'ioial Intorprete3: CASTELLAKI Mansell°, 
in the presence of Ser,.pant PAW and corporal AXTKEU, both of 60 
3cotien, 14:pec:1A1 	 Branch, C,Y, Folio° 
BORGRESE on the 21st Septcnber 1945. 

I oertify that the above otatenent le a true 
translation of the oriinal to the bec of my knowLdzo and ability. 

Jioed :- CASTELLANI Marcell°. 
Inter;mk.ter. 

I certify that I have o:t:a:oined the original 
3tatoosn and that the alaDVO 	a true trannlat;un. 

SiLnod :- TINA ...1,SPOSITO. 
Interpreter. 
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,o'Orti!MINT. 	 `:' to:7EInfl a  Port to„ 
Ocv or ?fAtinlilro, 

f,  ri £ 1; 19. r% 
w.   NT., 	N. A. 4.1 • 	eft • •••• 	•• am • ...••••■•■••••■ •••■■• rwo.•..• • • wy 

Who etatoo 

During the wintor months of 1243-1S4, three 
Men ono to my home and osked me or food, infonling re that tho 
were Allied aoldiers and had coc5ped frail 	prioone:v of ;Ano 
o'amp at PARA. SALINA, Province of RIETI. 

ti y home ie niloAtted in the oountoy oi6e ei;out 
half wey b,3twecn CATERANO and ROCCA 8. 6TEINO, Province of 
and I know that those throe moored prisoner:; of War wore in 
hiding in a cave which in situated about 700 metres from oy home 
I supplied these men with food, and in the course of time I Got 
to know them very well. 	Thcue soldiers informed me that their 
names Sidra °AIBSSIO, ALAN and GIOVAPPI,•end AL 83510 furtbGr infoomd 
ma that his heme was ia SOUTH rRICA, whore ho WI a olfc and two 
children. 

J2ctwoen 1V,0 e.1, air:? 103 30 aim, on tto V;th 
MhY "iFi:4, I wan noar my house rhen'i :Jaw an Itelian Republicon 
itioutenant 6tandino on ti Liman hill, and in the,  area there wore 
Eroups of Ita]ia:i soldiers. 	Tleo Liontenirt shouted to me to co 
to him, v:hich I diO, and he asked me if I orwwheoe eseoped 
lrisonerz of War were in hioiugo 	X -4-7oplied that I did not 1:now. 
juot et that: moment I herod n ritic shot, on.  the UclitenfInt 
"You sea there are prisoLors bele", he then Occw hiu pistol end 
ordered me to acoompany 	and his men, aod toetilor we woot 
towards the oave, ohioh kno r 1,:o3 the cave that AA:ESSIC end laic 
comradeo used to sholtcr An. 

When we were about ;JO metros from taco cove, the 
Lio4enant otopped me, and placed oi in the core of two soldiers. 
Re then Went onto a small hth sod his mon arrant & themSolvoo in 
a line in front of the cove, 	From where I woe stondincs I 
unable to see into the CaVe cAng o the feet that a largo of ge& 
rock obstructed my view... 

X thin he'ar'd the Lieutenant say, "Vic is in the 
save?" A soldier replied that somebody was in the a810 although 
I cannot remember his exact words. The Officer thou pointed his 
pistol towards the oavo tend said, niffanda Up". 	A moment later he' 
said, "Capture the prisoner dead or alive", 	I then hoar;i several 
shots fired from the noldiers rifles, and at the acme tin I heard 
a cry as though somebody was in great pain. 

Immediately afterwards I saw four or five of 
the Italian soldiers ge into the cave, and a few minutes later, 
they came out again, and ; saw that they were carrying a man 
between them, They laid him on the ground and from where I woo 
standing I saw one of the soldiers put some bandages around his 
aboOmen. 
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No.2. 
-,•-•114•1••■ •• - ■-•••• 

The, L:.,_utenant then °nine to no and said, "You 
;11.6 tor.i. thr.t thof vu-3 no prisonora hc:..e, re have ceptui.od 
and /a) know that In thic neishbourhood •thcr,,,  aro others,. 	Eeoi0 
you have 	to mo you 'lin p', orit wit.  ybur 	Noy Eo 
to your hoile nni fetch r blanket *()i- the .6ovnded priLoner". 	Thia 
05Tice::: than 	thc tro peldiort, 	w.th mo 
accompnny :T:c to my home, I Y P to tv 'lore, and about tr;0 
W.nutes later, I l'etu::ncd rith tho blanket o the Liutonant, 
who rvs st!inCling with hio MOO around the 7.ouneed man, who 
vi zla lyin,; 7n 'L>he ground. 	I looked At Uis man and rocoriniaed 
him e.s bf.:nf; ALT.:3310, the SiUTif AFRICAN ezced prisoner of 
rI; thorn  ihor 1 had first mat at my home In 	 month of 
111-3-V9'4. 	He appearea,  to be unconsoious* 	&we of the seldiel's 
lifted AAZ:610 oni:o The blanket; 	Tic was then carried to ;ly 
hcme and - .3aced OD my bed. 

On the iusy to my hore I hoard ALiiiS61° st,y 
in tho It:AllanLanguai-ip "acque, neve - Sono finito, io ;aboio". 
(Water, watzr, I an finiohed, I die) and the Lieutenant ordered 
somo wator to he given to him. 

About twenty minutes after ALSSIO had been 
put on y bej, on,-  of tFe soldiers told flu that he Vita dead, 
va.s then taken to the village of JIILLEGRA where I wa2 detained 
fox' six eaya in the Cr.irobinieri Station. 

I did not know the name o' the Italian 
.C.eutenant conocrned, but have since learnon that his name is 

and if .I were to oce tbJi ran m:ain :c vould reco3n1se 

To-&y thc 25%h i3opt;omber 1945, Sorgennt 
13-14::cY, of GO klectIon, Sicoial investityiticn Branch, Corps of 
Anitary Police, has ohcqn rn n photograph of a grout of 

iai 	The soldier on the left hand :Ade of the group ho 
in holding 	hand to his .nouth and amokW:  a oiorCtto, 
rucogniso as boin,y, the Iieut,ment responsible for the choo'c.ing 
of the SOUTH AnICAN :soldier, In my presenco Sergeant FERRY 
hus niwkcd this photograph on the back with the lotter 'W. I 
am un,)b3o to give a cletsUed description of this ;Inn. 

This atqtement has been read oval-to we. 	It. 
is true and oorect. 

Signed :- FF,LICIAGELX Stc.:cno,. 

Statement takkin in Italian, road over, and 
his signatu,:o witnessed by Official Interpretere CAST:ULM 
Marcello in the presence of Sergeant FERRY red Corporal AITKEN, 
both of 60 Seot!en, Special Investigation Branch, C.Y. Police at 
RCCOA S. STUANO on the 25th Septc, mb, 1945= 

I 4:ertify that the above statement io a true 
translation of the original to the beat of my knowledge and 
ability. 

Sigm.d 	CAST:UMW Yare:1.1o, 
Interpmtc:!r. 
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3-11A-0. 
Ruca SMPAN1). • 

OP:- 	 Pro..vex, 
egca Z. Years, 
:'.an oflitY3170 
EanidiAI at Via C.O1 
1X(.1:1. 3, ViCei.70. 
	 "VoOSIgP4 

▪ t.tatot;;— 

Ce; Ober 1V1-) I MIS :3-It 	 tho mour`Jain,.) to pnlve.nt trxinrf: 
canixl. into 1:1:to 	.DrAiing t).0.n ztonth)  I or.e.r.iot 	the 
dv, I twit thvao T 1 tT}to irarCtMO. Iro 	ithey ware occapod pr.:want:1m 
or var. They 44i1 not will zA3 their nr..xon, tut t  :7riw that thv vore 

in uniform) 	tho 	nolflizwo. 

I MT/ there otoa 	 of war am,--wera tizzan aft,Ir t;:in. rate,  
thoy naafi 	Svcquenti-j go to a velrkey which in aituatod abotti; ".1.f.A30 
Peon i:ho villas() of ROGUA S. C.42M.P/iIi0 this in tho otaa vanoy tiler I 
ur.ted to go t o avoid tha Ropublioen gw>xlie. 

Co tho 1.4th .tlaw 192,1). obovt, 8.o nal. I Imo in r. Via3.d about 2C0 ua- 
tros from tho villotgo Coutotarg, ivhcn 	a party' of about 35-30 Xta- 
linn Roirjubliacia 	ILW01+5.71L; 4.05.1 thc ratel that land o pant tiro 
citcr3, 	Tro:':c1  .??r,:loevttisug 	t1;:a 	O.ircation of th3 va3.2oy whore 
T. had proViounly nem tho enna-2,1e& 17,....ir;anorn or ;f.?. 

Pi"aano itoldlorn raw() being Icel. 	 &Tula:loan '1::-tauterlant 
vbeco nee I !emu to be 33.31JEI. 

Arter tb) tzt.1.d.:1.crn 1161 y,.:*;,:3:Icel out 	 went irto the ;IstitICCI 

• 	

rifITICh Op "1711 jell 1.14': 	CO. CIL t !IC a.1.(1:3 O7":11,1 	 opponite tba 
main 	tha 0cf,otcxy. 

1;1:;.0 licilar.) a:13. 	 asc., i. 2oo710. 
thr,:121,;11 tho (1aorxrAy of tho 11(xno, 	ciw 1,1:1,..:cnont 	 :17,11i 

n3,0 1, 'Mt; vcrit vith hin 	co76.1a.vc, 	4 (r&I 	 O tho 
rilOrS '..701.11 ti ).:(711.11g a IAA :7oat :t 

7.1Lo 	1...Ttr p' 4:7T owartlei Err-A:1 	fiscal: 	ttno irnaan, 	Fic:au 
csmcc: 	4;lio ?..<36:1 .:voro caotho:1 i. what, 	to to 5 	of 

t 4>UnCL.0 

saiaivrn otoppnet out c3.clo 	;:!':Itan Of t',43 Cor.ctory, one. 
the boay vr.,.n taken 	tbo v :0.7.5410 Ginrch* 

About 5.30 pair tho (me ovanitA„ 1 v:ant in60  the 	awl 
the body lying, on a St ”alt Char i.n iron'; 	tho A3.:;ay. 	I went up 'to 5.t. 
and looked at tho f000s, i tboxt rcowniecd tho holy of one! :̀tom cf.:- 
oaf:A l'irincnorn of Ilar, '*I i% I h(1 f.':.:ent mat :in Ootoi:ar 

I have nincts hoard 	2110 co'zron gosnj.:,s 	tha 
man Tts.n cluk O t he OViif4ill of.' 1:A(:140a:1)14: "IART.It 

I? wore to too EMI LN:Tain X wnilld bo atii.o to x•ocaf...,:pir!o 	c•"1-. 
thouah I in unabla ;(;, Give D. datai1c0. 	 of Pkg., 
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lb 

2h/a r-t:.tc-,,-,1411t 11.;71.1 	::Cf 	t Vr.: 	i'tirj r y(1,  

Siiv,tcont toltr,i1 	 r„1-0. 	:3$.3nnttlro witnanut:: 
3.t.v.1.o2 Ir.tcfrp-gota. 	 t.:1( 	 of? 0c1Gonii •.M14.7 

AITt311, but (4. i3C.0 
r1j iZ4:0041, S. :lFt) ci tilt, 1Yth oyt1.  2,945, 

X car.:?v thctho chow) 	rrtcrt 	t rile t 	 it) 

tro tt3ter.:t 	rkt 

	

Int r.i.3»:;•,t 	• 

I cealtiZy tile; 	ry 	 tclent, c-n4 it ;ho 

,,31N71$1.5!‘) 	. 
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Via ROSA No. 40. 
ROCCA S. STNFWNO. 

STATINENT OP 	:JaCrit Lorenzo., Coutstery Custodian, 
aged 58 years, 
Son of WARDSTrO 
Residing at Via ROW: NQ, 48. 
ROCOA S. STEFANO. 

• 

Who states :- 

One day in March or April 1944, I was standing 
in the village square of ROCCA S. STEPANO, whoro I saw a number of 
Italian soldiers, and an Italian RepublicanArmyitenant, who :u 
was walking across the square. After the Lieutenant had passed 
I heard the soldiers comment that his name was 

.:  

About 1600 hrs on the 14th May, 1944, I received 
instructions from an Italian soldier to go to the village Comatory. 

On my arrival at the oemotory, I saw four Italian 
soldiers, they wore standing around a body that wvs lying on the 
ground. These soldiers, I do not know their namos, told me to put 
the body into the Church.. This I did. 

The body was of a man, whom I had not soon 
before, it was covered with a blanket, and the only parts I could 
see were the face and the boots. The boots wore brown, and 
to boots'I have since seen worn by Amsrioan Soldiore. 

Before I was allowed to leave the Church to go to 
my home, I was instructed by a Corporal to return to the Church tho 
next morning. 

It was oommon knowledge in the village of ROCCA 
S. STEFANO that an Allied escaped Prisoner of War had boon shot thut 
same day by Italian soldiers, and as I had not boon told of the 
identity of the body which I had placed in the Church, I assumed 
it was that of the shot escaped Prisoner of War. 

About 9.0 a.m. the next morning, the 15th May, 
1944, I received instructions from an Italian Corporal, to dig a grave 
in the Cemetery, which I did, and when the grave was finished, tho 
body I bad seen the previous evening was brought from the Church 
to the grave, and at the same time Lieutenant BrRTI arrived at, the 
Cemetery with a party of Italian soldiers. 

The body was then buried with Military Honours. 

Continued. 
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Shoot 1o. 2. 

About Jotober 19b.3  on Alliod Oodiobl Of':Cioi r arrivod 
it the Co,A;tery, end oeutod the body to bo uneD,rthed, Tho °Moor 
oxaoinod the body in Hy t:resonco, e;:tor rhich I covorod tho body 
with earth. 

In .1:uL,ust, 1945, an !alio.; Ser;-;eunt with ';}.'of, 
men arrived at this vili003 3na in H presonc.:o oxhuroed tho body. 
The 8o1olutt told HO tr1u :Judy WLW .being taken to C.P.SSLIO.. 

This ttato.nont 	b;3on rd over to no. 	It 
is true and correct. 

Signed :- MARTA LorJnzo. 

St,:-.teloont taken in italiao, read over and 
signature Ilit110830d by opAciA Interpreter CASTELIAVI Vuroollo 
in the presence of Sergovnt 1.0.!;XJ and Oproor,11 AXTKEP, both of 
60 Section, Special Investigation Branch, O.. Police at ROMA 
S. STRIP° on the 18th Septew.ber, 1945. 

I certify th&t 	above 'tuto,:iont .iv a t sue 
translation of thu origin.xl to tho bost 	knotiode 
ability. 

Si_ f;nod : 	0 ISTELUANI Ma rcollo 
Intorprotor. 

T cer;;ify alct I havo 037eLAiled the original 
statemont an3 that the stove iS ti tLVO transi.atiwt,. 

Sit.;nod 	E6.K61TO 
Int ..eprotur. 



• 2676 

17:0 	0A3ALINO Po. 7. 
• ROCCA S. 32I.a■A;*0. 

Ofilla1452 OF : 	StThGX Armando, Carabiniore No.ao681, 
agod 22 yearn, 
Son of AUGUSTO, 
Residing at Via dol OASALINO No. 7. 
ROCCA S. STFIAAM. 

Who states t- 
Luring May 1944, I ma living in ROCCA S. STEFANO 

an a civilian, and on the 14th day of the same month it waa eola0n 
knnwledgo in the village that a South African °soaped Fria onor of 
War had boa) shot by Italian Republican soldiers. 

I did not witness the shooting. 
About 4.0 p.m. on the 14th qty 19/44, I vas walkr,ng 

through the village square, when I saw two Italian Officers, venom I 
know to be Captain L.-OVERT Mario, and Lioutenant Giuseppe MITI, who 
\yore 02f Were in a Unit of the Italian Rwaublican Army stetionod at 

ROCCA 3. STFIPATIO at that titre. 

As I approached those Officers I heard Captain 
DOVERI say to Lioutonant BEM, "What news of to-day B:CiRTI ?", 
replied, "TordaY Captain, we have made one prisoner, but he is doadP. 
DOVatI said "Why is ho dead ?" MITI said, "We had asked hit to 
put his hands up, but he put his hands on his pocket to shut 
documents, we a)ought ho was armed and was going to shoot c1 ,3nin: 
the Republican Army, so the soldiorls shot him first". 

Theso two Officers then war.!:ed away, and went iuto 
a nearby house. 

The doseription of Licutonant RUZTI and Captain 
:COV.KII are; ITERTI agod about 30 yuars, between 519" and 5'10" in 
height, medium build, light brown hair slightly navy, small brO W11 

moustache, regular oval feature and fresh complexion, *mall nose. 

agod about 33-35 .oars, height 319"-5•10", 
stout build, lift brown hair, brown °yea, =ill brown moustache, 
aoquilinc nose, and spoke Italian with a FIARRCE accent. 

I have thin day boon shown a photograph by Sorgoatit 
FERRY, of 60 Section, Special Investigation Branch, C.M. Police, 
which I reoogniso as being tint of Captain DOVERI. This photograph 
has been marked on the back with On letter "A". 

This statement has boon road over tO me. It is 
true and correct. 

Signed :- SUNGI Amanda. 

Statement taken in Italian, read c,ver and his 
signature witnessed by Official Interpreter CASTML.CII Marcello, in 
the presence of Sergeant Flan and Corporal .A.ITIEN, both of 60 Section, 

Continued. 
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Shoot No. 2. 

   

.411. 

    

    

both of 60.3votioo,/ 

8pcoi7. Trmuatigation Branch, C.M. Poli.00 at POCC! 
the 18th F.tontembor '1945. 

. ,TPAID C 1 1 

I ey'rtiey that thoabove Esta;,t i3 a true 
tranalzAtion or the original to the bObt of nj knowlud.;e an 6bility. 

Signed :- CASTELLAII Marcollo. 
Intulmvoter. 

I Certify that I have e;6amined tho ori3inal 
1;taele.on',; - and that the above to a true tram elation. 

Simed 	.733FOSITO ";Ana. 
Interpreter. 

Th; 
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" 	•117:W. 

I •: I I Pis 

8'r:113U:1:Air 	, 
:=4:t 

CI) f;.?ErP4 

%ha phato.:37....ap.,.1 	.1, 	 : 	'1.- 	C'141 "Ma :itAVU! t(1 
Pr Gio-trrin.:1 di (.11LSti, 

fx,pfut:ld 	 .7.: 

	

Kvi 4.8U 	 i',0111.1) 03' Dr CAPA3S4.) 
t1lo. hz.39 zMfl ; 	.47 ilcztp:: 	t. 3 :21:1i1FANO. 

01? 	 thc 	 tMtiv.tri a 04'4: t 

Ito 1,731;e2 ,  of 411a k511e4-,. 	 t' Se...  

ti!ovink., l'.11.7;.- 4 Dr (.1.(2MsD %Limn. 
oltre:**.tian 

 
that 	CPO tCe.t tho 	 f.:rtA 	O 11Zildce 

nlz.4 	sikal(r),-  (r$) zocui vivis 	 back tat) :ohotodrapti  
say:4)i thot it var, 

14is)ut ri;c 7:17 1111..ia 	w 	Ltct4. 	o?'.‘ 	 o .%7 .. f..3. 13.7 t'Ar:;o 

fet)30;, * 	Lic-it0 	 R1177N314,T.:0 

fv wts' ;A:1 f).4%!:' 1%0 	 LTA tr,:to. 

( '..*.1.c..1.1..f. -ta) 

. Stc.-tertiti 	 Nrild caw:- 	111437-4::t_Y.,M 	 I;;• 
;..- 	 Oit 

T:113  

p. 	':.o Oboe/1-i 	 tl.".■ 
tt;-y 

C 
OffAlsital 1,10 
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Particulars of oViUJflCt3 ru :ont, dned in s tat ornont s of trio follow1:16 
witnusues 

(1) 	AiIflIA, i4arghe rit a 
( ) 	FLICIANGJL1, Stefano 

i ) • Cl AN CARZeLLA Liiovarali , 
(iv) ART , bor :3n zo 
(v) Artnndo 
( v i ) 	GUALTIRi, LuiLina 1 
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1 
(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 

responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence ; 
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

This appears to be a olear o:t.se of murder,. with .9 ufficiJnt 
evictenco to obtain a conviction. The only defencd which .rii6ht 
bu raised 	that Lance—boatbaraidr 	 firau on the 
accused anti his men first out thera is no °viaduct) to show 
that this wv.s so. The authorities are tryin,_, to trace 
apprehend thu accusea who will then- be interrouate 
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Date Submitted Decision of Committee I 

18975t1 P,'S■ Sil 1 	 M;l1 t.i,i 51,1 
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Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

3 FEE 1946 

(rot thc ('s,: of the Secretariat) 
. 	• 

kegistered Number. 
4 

UVIT 
	CHARGES AGAINST 	 A.;.\■ WAR CRIMINALS 

CASE No.  "-Ills 145  • * 

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 

T9nonte CuW-B0 • I< 	 t ' 

(Not to be translated.) 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

GARDUNh; V.T. BA;!;SCIA 

August 1943 • 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

bo . xxix • - ill-triatment of erisonors of war. 

Article 2 of the Uaneva Convention 19 29 

Assault. 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

Privat- J. 01  ROURK.:;, a prior of war, was sitting with his 
friends in the Working Clamp. The Camp Commandant, the accused person, 
who was inebriated, ordered him into the Luard room because he was 
aiakint, fun of the Italian people. Thera the accused hit him in the 
f%ce and ,:hest and ordered him to be chained to a post. The Commandant 
fired his pistol close to him. 	was. left chained to the post for 4 
iiours . 

TRANSMITTED BY . T11:;VU:d 20LICITu.  

• insert serial number under which the case is registered in the files of the National Office of the accusing State. 

(29655) wt.P.262'4 	5,000 5'46 A.& E. W.Ltd. Gp.695 
(30449) Wt. P 1 1'3, 17 5,000 10,'45 

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 
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VT. 
.1C13/41(72(11) 

1:7"Y 	MP'K'Vii Or' 	T.E.113T.F.4531aZi! 
1;70.7Y„1.?i"..:. 	(..1..ATIPOPE IV.T.1411330,IA. 	 0Ay? 

Zlii!7W1/13,q), ITALY 007-71WW.f.' 	C"-"7.7 .,1'11,A 

/Tht.i.on:-.-1. 01 leo C'enr:P,(: o. 

United II:At:loll:: 

X F111.71AtO ,T;0e, 	(*; 	06"h 	t ay ;•,* 

3. 	34.,V 	 e'..v.1 	• ma '.1.1.-ivato 	the roc;,.Iii a 
ilighlandora r;t 4:re,:o1it 	 At the o;;;:ic:-.) 	t.'c 
ilormilncnt hoiTe adOrem; 1.7 .'.;andhurbt Stre.:t, Li.vorpool 17. 

2 	 on.zttaicei 	TOTIMPZ iv; .Tune 1942. 

3 
	

hilT-LA 19/-3 1 vAln a )ri.:30nrr of 	.iod in 	•.•", • 	 1' 
Bre=in. 

/: 	One oveni 
prisocre ono 
and works 1.'or 
211C00.111; ViOro 	_ 
and Craftumn J. 

;.1 111.10.113t 	v.,as aittin6 in the Oar.rp telizinz to c:ome otimi • 
7dr...;•.?ter uhoso home addror:', 3.1 Alder-Ifey,T,iv,prir.ol 

.;:h Auto 	r.:1$ el CD fl1011!) 	Li7G112 0 CI et 

!.;.: • 	Crawfora of 2nd Eqti.alion, '.7;uccin , f3 
rJin of 26 flormane,  

5 	 •.,• 	t 
ny.o: iitchit ;i1 
Guard Room 	said I 110.:, 
GU:A:I:ail:III tilt) Guard. 'Room F.ind 
oever.-.1•11.):!ca with hie fist . 
neat in tho 
'aith 	behinei fl,(.„ 	7  ,; 
;II() • FIC It 0 	helbj.W3 LO 	arc 
about feur houre rind 1.;11,ilro/o 

cl x.! t:10 	 Ton.- 
:• to be vor,.,,  cirun%. 	o cirdov- 
Ain of the 	?'%ople. 
t 1:1-cy wore there ho hit time 
';', 	ovdc,r6d n 1;a3. inn 	pol' 

,-)1 on 13.1)3 it up a reu) c)1' 
vc,%; 

C 	:; Iv  hrj;,(3. 
cell to 

•  

0) into the 
•;i:o .1(77: ,j" 

ly,;3 tr,  
1, 1 

:.' • 	C 	1: 0 

1. :fi;ch.v 

6. 	• no coiv,v.,.:einit, :::01)30;(3 cololitbo 	 (1c.1110, Tr3r-111.Y've. 
atul VMS about five f act nine ;.nehei.: 	 in-1 2  medium 	 a7ioui.; 
thirty-sir 	 Tho. lad; oocoeion Iaw him  ,7, p 	•.::01:q41-.3.11- ... 
before Iezior06., the vo(4c after the fklic-rno landin,7 in r,petcHia' 1.9.3. 	1;r1vo 
net hoaro. anythin  bout him airec. 

7 	The colulltiona in the camp -1•;ore_ reasonably .r:;ood and r..-;N:o:t 2rom 1c intr,:t- 
roont by the 001MtrillaCalt IA) Or Wer 0 3,o other inoidonta of illtro:tment 	Guerde 
th© Onmp. 	We wore employedbLii3.01.»&,; a canal for water :ootwor forb3rotti 
1,fanufaoturere of cardon0 V. 1. Broso:lx,. X belicive tir-tt ilimence Berotti 114.1 
001anbo removed from the Camp beembe of the corft.leinte brouEht t.n3ainat 

ORN ,.w the sai6 Private James O'Rcurke 
at Headquarters)  Scottish Ocr,vcrnie.11  
thic Third Ctay oV ifanuar,y 1946. 

Before no 	(Sign d)P, 
Oaptain Leg,a1 

An Orrioor of the Stafa of the Jui0,7e 	itenowil of the :Troree73. 

j-gn CO J. 0'.;:zoi.mr:; to. 
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Affiditvit of Jai 	OI ROURKit; covoro ;al th 	 rjforrod 
to above. 
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NOTES ON THE CASE dr 
(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 

responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence ; 
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

There would appear to ba no dofonca to till::: charge: atiU if 
the witness 	ROURItE is boliavad a couvioti on should bo 
obt) nact. 
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4.. FRANzifv, 

Date Submitted 	Decision of Committee I 

2 1 FEB sal 4- cp 94-cato:444 
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Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

.13 FEE iga 

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 
UNITAD KIAGLWL, 

 

IIARGES AGAINST 	ITALIAN 	WAR CRIMINALS 
CASE No.  UK-I/B 142. 

   

     

.... 	Karl Ludwig B0c;SCHt; (or BULSCii2;) 	U.C.III  Bn. 
12 Polizei Regiment. 

	 1P Polizei Regiment. 
Unteroffizier BUS. - III Bn. 12 Polizei Regiment 

4: Captain-. FRA.LCINI 	40 Bne 	Italian -Republican Guard 
S. Lieutenant FRANCS 	 
0.11areschiello GUILLATTI - 
1.istareechiello B. 	FRS-CAAI .- 	 
g.Giovanni COB:1;LLI 
1, Doctor CAIIRATL.) 	 Officer, Italian Republi- 
	 can .Guard • 	  

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

6th Nove.._b Or 1943 	 
SAN 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

No • i. Murder.  

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

Breach of the Laws and Usages of Warfare. 

Murder. 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

In the neighbourhood of VARONA there we e a number of escaped 
prisoners of war. No. 40 Battalion Italian Republican Guard were 
ordered to apprehend them. An unknown British officer and an unknown 
Indian were apprehended and taken to the barracks at SAN 	which 
were shared by 12 Polizei Regiment and 40 Battalion Italian Republican 
Guard. There they were shot by orders of the first and second accused 
almost as soot. as they were taken into the barracks. The third accused 
administered the coup de grace to one of the victims and the Italian 
accusact were all present at either one or both of the executions. 

TRANSMITTED BY Taii'AnUrlY SOLICITOR. 

• Insert serial number under which the case is registered in the files of the National Office of the accusing State. 

(2
00449)

g655) Wt P..2
11

25 4 
17 6

,
, 

6000
000 

6145
5 

 A.114 E. W.Ltd. Gp.685 
Wt.i' t-3 	10,'4 
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See Short Statement of Facts. 
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For ovidonco in Support aoo 11—L-i/46 451. 
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	• 

(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence ; 
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

Vitt). th.) exception of the first two LIC GUS ed it, is probable 
that the others 	 that they were actinb under superior 
orders. These accused must have known that the victims were 
only in the barracks for .% very short time and that therefore 
they coup:: not have been sentenced to death by ahy court. 

■ 
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.61 ft4 Rco 

Date Submitted 	Decision of Committee I 

7 MAR 1946 

189756 1'S93/11 6000 S/15 Wit Ltd WI 

fi r!--TretRrow 



Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

Carabinieri DI MARCO Paolo of the Territorial 

Legion of the Royal Carabinieri of ANCOVA Station of 

COMUNANZA. 	  

20th December 	1943 	  
COMUNANZA, ASCOLI PICENA,  Italy. 

Map Ref. Italy 30 12 	6.1.  

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

No. i - Murder. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

Breach of the Laws and Usages of War. 

Murder. 

(For the Use of the .cc/ailal) 

/ 
Registered Number. 

- .-- , 'tiff/N-113 

Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

2 6 CES 641  2695 

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 

....CHARGES AGAINST .. ITnLLA11 	WAR CRIMINALS 

CASE No.  Uli.d/B 146 •  * 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

On 25th December 1943, No. 290950 
British prisoner of war was arrested 
shop at COMUNANZA, Italy. On the way 
Carabinieri Paolo DI MARCO, who was i 
him by shootin6. 

3 Private D.J. DAVI-I,S, an escaped 
by Italian Carabinieri in a wine 
to tie Carabinieri Barracks, 
n chrge Qf the prisoner, murdered 

TWAURY SJLICimo7.. 
TRANSMITTED BI 

• Insert serial number under which the case is registered in the files of the National Office of the accusing State. 

(29655) 1,11.P.252/4 5.0tx) 5,45 A.& 1-...W.Ltd. Gp.685 
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On 25th December 1943, Private D.J. DAV.1, known as "Ginger" 
who Wa2 an escaped ex.prisoner of war, became involved in a 
di:Iturbance in a wine shop at COUINANZA, Italy, in company 
with other escaped British prisoners of war. i,lembers of the 
Italian Carabinieri entered the wine shop and Private DA Vili,S 
was among those arrested. Carabinieri PAULO DI —ARCu and 
Private DAVISS loft the wine shop and were walking towards the 
local Carabinieri Larraciis, together with Alfonso CH1ARAAARIVI, 
who was in attendance at the request of the Laresciallo of 
Carabinieri,. when CHIARIVadiRlIvI heard a shot and saw DI .1ARCu 
standinc, over DAVIit; with 1 revolver in his right hand. Later 
DI 1:1ARCO aditted to th ,iaresciallo that he had shot Private 
DAVILILS, who he alleged, 11.rld attempted to assault hi:A. 



oaccia, 

stuteaP.:.1', 01' :-• 

CHTA9X-1 	gner3ia 
agcd 43 ae:xes  
con or Oievenni, 
✓eel: Wang at VIA LATTWIE0 S, 
PTANDLTA. 

2697 

■••••••• 	••• • 1. 11•101.0 .1. ',eV. F. OP ..1116 glee 04. . 	 —S. 

liho states:- 

3aving visited the son oC' the shooting of "W-...4g , " 1. iii tih ;o 
utend mw roemr. statement. 

Whilst accompanying DL EAWO and Ginger from the c!?ntina tc the 
barrackt., at a point about 10 metres froa: the west end of the brie ;e 

I left ttr,m bec!suse "I.-Inger" WPS quiet and there ,f:id not appear t7) be any renscr,  
for me to go any further with them, 

wenL larch in the direction of the cantim,  and t Y got to the 
end of the bridke 1 heard a shot fired from behind we. 	1 turned arou70 and 
DI NAR00 standing about 	4 metres from there L had 131't• hiu. 	;3.0 Wes ahini:g 
hia tor. upon "Ginger." who was 'lying face upwards on the :2-round.:About 10 metrcf. 
to the risht of where Y. hvd left taem. 

'0etieez. 	A.  le I left DI MARCO ah6 Ginger and the ..eirir% of the 
shot, the on].j sound 1 hear. vas that of their footsteps and they appeared to ha 
walking. Ha6 theta= been a4 quarrel or disturbance I am sure T. should 	h=c1 
it 

This statemenc has been mod over to me, 	V is true 641(:; o7;recq, 

;3igned:- C1TARAAARIN1 Alfonso. 

Sttement taken in Italian, road ov..r and signature witnesf:ed 
Offj,oial Xrtsrpreter PANICCIA Olauelo p  IA the ureaffne 	Serjeallts 	and 
• ANDERPOY, both of 60 saction, 	Thvestigation Bran7h, 

A?,ftrtiIIMA en ihe 24th 	190. 

eery that the &bore avAemeni is a true transla::ion 
original to the best of iv knowledge and ability, 

Signed:- PANICOTA 

cery that I have examined the original statewent and 
above is a true translation. 

Signed:- Celest).na /10.317ine1. 

L.P. 

a 
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tita•!;;- recwt of 

0111‘..P.V.143.1N-: 41f:onto . ua 	Occal 
Agsd 	.1.roartl, 
eon o'citipvaanf., 
7•+) 	Ett 	r..71.T.I.a13120 6, 
A k it it D 0 I, 

vho Istaten:- 

Abowi; 	 the 25th Deocrenr 19450 	w 	.t. t tho }o se oa my T,:otii , f7r 
;tpw at COaliAli2ki whorl I hoard the noise o€ somo ono ruo 'volJAnt'; 	1:ho 1;ti.'0 

went outside and nawliarc:coialio 	 Guisoppo sttnclity!, - at no door 	t /lc! 
cant ina or Cit3d,tARI 	aahat tSLs 	Ho liao pointing, hit re'rolver at some,51ho ore 
arguing 	the cantina.. I wont to the door of tho cantina and eall 	0 
prisoner:: of war fivgui J1fy lYi t: is the padrona and vane of hoc 
after I_ entered .the (!alltina a oarabiniero named ar MARCO folloland r,» :i_rw u 

The disturbanee. was quellod and DY. VA.T630 left the cantina wi.th one n1 '016 
priconero when I knew as 'Llinfor' and I ac::ompaniod thorn at the roqueot 174: tho 
Morecciallo, 	waikod toxardo ':;he Ourabinieri 'billets;  I on the loft, D. MA.W.!(.; 

tho centre and (2,-thger on tho 	• About 40 or 5G metros 	avoonf.ng 
bridge Over the river iiSC4 floor to the Of.krabiniori -carracke. T. loft DI 
Clinger and bogan walking back ttpar,35.  the cantinas 	Noth.i.ng  had boon aai.6 

ee:trim? tho cantina, 	I had only gone abouoi five yaria whon I hoard a shot fired 
from the diaaol..:Lon of at MARGO., 	I won':! bar.17. and saw Gin3or lying on the f:ronnf: 
"at* upwards„ 	DI MARCO WS Stanib.ng over him and 1-115 a lamp in his 7.tJ 	i1;111 
and a niat in his right hand. I aoked Pt IARCO why ho had shot Ginger 'rut he 
Only replied 150.t ho ?MU going to inform the btarc6olaLlo, • 33otween the .tir6o I 

• loft if!. :1!(..."0 on the shot being l'ired, 1 did not hear any 3poJoh or neund frm 
either DI 1W:100 or G411E:Or.  

DI MAW() then went back in -The 
afi:orwards with The liarosoiallo who 

. takon into the 001(1112. 	assiEted 
pro ,;..on- : when D00-;:or c:RELT.A made app 
the loft broaot of the bod-y, 	3: do  

direction of the cantina and returned s hort13 
aunt Cr.r a doctor and ordered -:he body to -co 
in carryirs the body into the 	and we 
oxtitaination and T. bw a bullet prltro!-I ng rroni 
not know why 11L-M6HCO ohot Gingers 

Tht otatement his 'aeon read ovor to rie. 	is .:;rue and corraot. 

Signed: CRIIRAMARINC Alfonso,. 

Statonent tokon - in Italian, read over ancl Elignatuvo w.tnodeed by Official 
Interpreter PAICICCKA Claudio, in the presence of Bergeant:i MOTTRAM and aIERTOW, 
both of 4,0 Section, Special In;-eNtigetien Branch, O.M, POjj.CG at AMANDOLA, on 
the 12th April 1 94;5. 

•I oortify that the above .otatelaunt is a truo translation of the 01•1t i-..1. te 
the boot of my knowledge and.  ability-. 

SI gned ; PANICUIA CI6udios 

cory that I ha'' 	:Ktu.T) nci ire GP1 enal otatomen and illat the above 
;.s a ;ru`• 	,analation;  

Csaeatina MORWTI. 

P./ -  

J 
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14 TP1f- 	G;' 

3' 	• 	 ; 
,SJJ 	 1.4 	';!;‘3;-.  	• • • 

.; 	...)J*.- 

•v* 

A VJJ.InAVIT 
• •■•■ ,11•••■•• 

1, 15:10NIK Wr_L.IAM MAJLE2, 	 Y' 
noN at 21st v:ellh TwdlLF.  ELttalickn. 	 Montgo:Acy:'and 	a peLI.::4!.ci address at 12-:,  Benjamin Load, V;rexhan, gorth Wa1e3,11mke 	ii rJ ytui 

Or. the 28th J!:nuery 1942.1 ras t:3.1cen priscner af wnr at Bch::;i 
sWriva; from there I via i ',:aker to a Camp at Tarhutna, North 4frie:,, wh,re I 	jci 
abut•thre:: weeks; from theto ) was sent to camp POE( t Capua, 	 • 
stayed fo:.? some one to WI() months; 	Prou there 1: wi 	ke o carp 

where 1 stayed soLte 15 or 6 months; 	from there 1 was 
at Cam-doosa. where s tayed for about two motith!.;. 

After the armistir.!er  on or about 12th Eoptember, V:)213f vinrder  
vltimate3,y ot through to the Allied TAT,eu in July 4944, 

2. 	Dnrinp: my vinderingE.: in Itz:qy after May....ng Cow Yb, i45 	C;ampo Toata at the 
time of the said armastirJe 	fiept,ember 19/!. and I heard or 	!aae of the kairler of 
Private "Gkner" Davies. 	T did 	witness the ir: 3di 	 T krew the said 
'(linger11  Davi;7-3 but, did ?..ot meet 1);i1 after leaving loc: 	 at ;:at.alo Tof;to. 	A wn I knew aLed Privbte 	 of the South Wales Bord;7,-, 	and now a 11)cilibr z 	e Spdper Demon,,,tpaion 2ection s., .toed with me a. the (1st 	 T.iattle 
at HurEtmonoew„ 	told 	the following facts with regH.id tc. th iourder of 
sad-"Cingorft Davies. 	Be told :ne that the Enid T!ay.:1..e -2, 	3 	vihic± I ,.:(Tno 
Erecify, was An n 	near Viserata, andtaat he 'cri 	*Li had ilef,-,r6 
FI.,scAst arabinir.,r1 of th distriot vier fl in the said vriA:,::. 	thereupen 	o 
warn two V.riends cf hie whom he knew were .hn. a 	r jij ryirink in 	:713h 
The earahinierL :,ame OP them; thi2Y ran ror At; ar.: 	 was shot in the Lry.,:. ad 
killed. 	I eaanot :say whether tiAe Enid LlakIes was 	 or :In eii1ir clot 
or armed, at the tirae of the Imident in questioD. 

SMAIN at Newtoi:n in thz' 
County of Montgomery this 
29th day of October 191m.5. 

T,W. HURR1S. 

Before ire,, 
11:1,a'sARD J,. aF,ORC.E;, 

A t)orimissioner for Oaths, 



Carabie 	riarrool:e. 

GRDf.P.KRIAltE, 

s',..-At--tecot of :- 

TrXI1ATTI Giu*eppe. Yore/Init.:110 of ";arsbinieri, 

ad 42  years, 

:Ion of Gluaeppel  

r o a El it at CATIATTJER:t 1121P.R.ACX0, 	 . 

GROTTAMMARE. 

•••■•• .0.11111•••••■■■■4 	4.1111• 1111r111•11.•••••• 400,1119■•••■•••■• 

Wht 81;at p3 

rEri::x to ccning to GIrt:Pl.:7.1.712;11.E, I was in oberge cf th! 

Ccrabiniori Sti.0 At COMUNAliZi. 

the ;25 alm-aher .1943, at shout 7 p:3„, I hecrd sound:: 
cluarrellinL; in the :;qu,sre cf  C:IVTNAliZA and h,?ard a wc:aan shout MY 

God they are killing ny husband". T went ti find cut the trouble and 

An the cantina cf GEMINI Eli3abfitl7a I found *ix or seven nritish 

ex-prponora of war quarrelling with the son of the pedrzna of the. 

cantina They were al; drunk and cne of them 	u*ing a kitchen shorol 

to assivAt the psdr:na"s fanilyo .  

I attifipted to quieten theta and they struck me sr.vi 
but with the assistance of sole civilians I finally svcce,eae..d ii 
pacifying them. I sent to tho Carnbini,ari LEA:racks for asaistan,:,: d 
a Carabinie;r:, nuled DT ARCO came into the cantina. I (Itri6ed tc 

the prie,7,ners as ordinary civilians, ,,;.nd ordeiree.DX MARC') tc take th7.  

prinonars ■;s; the Carabinieri ;3arraes., DX NAROO tc1.1: the pvisan-2r* 

awn:v one at a ise, and each 'citric., he was acccmy?tnied by a - eivIrlinn. 

I accopanied DI MR00 ti the Crabinieri barracks 'with tt.o 

'Ant Ttoner and cne the way them I was inforled by a civilian that 

one of the prisoner* had alien drfwn and was lyio2; in the msdway.. 

Thiukin that this D12,6 C410 to the fri7oner boine drun■:, I told tie 

civ:dian to render what aesistance he c;culd and I  ovrrisd on to 

barracke- Them waa still cinsidocab ,1 confusicn es to res,.,lt of the 
quarro: and y wont back: to the caution to resttre o72der. 

On my return to the barrack*, DI MARC-1 infcrNed me thiA h? 

shov 	of the y.vionnera 	I ank,36 him why he tw-.d done at, ana :)J 

MAWO said that while he WO escorting or cf the prisoners to thz. 

bamaeka, the prist:nor had as:..aulte.d hi and that he, DI MARG), hsd 

fird a dhLt in urder to frighten the gisontr, t.1t had shot the prj.son. 

by mieta);:e 

I wnt,to PIAZZA 4 NIVEN1E6 where I .iaw.a prisoner whom I Irlter 

kwA tc be named DAVIE2 and often cal. "Gingz)r", H was lying facF. 

ul;wat'dn cn the ground and there were many pee2le nr,7. und hi 	I 

for a dooctv' and ordered that DAVIS be taken int the C'')M, Don-':er 

GRELIA cam) to the COME and I was EIrclzent when he examined DAW.E1 ana 

prorr:lunctd hin d6ad, 

I reported the matter tn ths PRf.)CURA 	102,11 at ASC3L7, and 

after a poet mortem c4aminatiln by 	o.RxT,tA air!, , r1 :77(aminatizn by th3 

IRONRATORE DEL la and anothsr doct,..r whew.: name I dc not know, I savrN 
directions for 	burial of DAVTr, in the cemetr:xy 1-f C1MUITANZA. This 

was done on, I believe, the 23th De,:ce.ilher 1543, 

/I cine3ti.:.n-d 
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:-.0( :ticnei DI MARCO reaardinp the shc:tinz but he 3&tintr.:.nr:d 
DAvEl; 	assaulted him, 'Under those circumstances it wan 

perliosable in Italian low, for DI UAL01 to fl oc 	revo:ver not 
necu-aaariki 	Lr wound, but to frighten lhe prisoner into arl% 
Miga0n, I wade enquiries tc verify DI 1S4RCO7e statement and 

ouNtticneri 	 Alfrnsc i  who :led acecmpniPa 	11•12Or.; and 
DAVlES frcA the.cantifJ1. CRIARAMARINI stated that he had sk,en DI 7:.:11.0) 
cold DAVIRS quarmllinL; but had nct.interdered because ho did not v:.nt 
tc ;-.'avour one or the othc•.:• 

I made a re?ort cu the matter, copios of which I sent to thri. 
=NAND of the T' :l": 	CARARTNIERI, 	PICa9, and the PROCURA 

ASCOLI 

Co the, day .?ollowin3 the ohoctinz cf D1iVIKS2  al MA:Rerilv.:.,nt 
tL ASCOLI,. and as is onstcanary under these circ.:umetanr:eum he was 
transferriA to an;th:,r town.: I do not know where DI MARCO in 

When I arrest,%4 the priaJneral  it was lity intention t..) 
thf:m to 3scap during the night, but cwing to the shctin3 cis Cinzer 

I wra ehlised tc keep them in custody and they _wore 	token i;o 

This otatewent has boon rend OVPV to LIC. It is true and 
t,3;„ 

Signed:- TQNIATTI Giuseppe. 

S'%:.:to:lent . taken in .Italian, read over rand siipatcire witnes8ed 
by C,fficial IncrpretPx PANICCIA Claudio, in the presence of Seraeanto 
MOTTRAI and 4ND3RSON, bcth of 6.0 	Spec*ol investigation 772.an,M, 
C, ,Police at GRC+t'T. 	on 30th April 1945o 

I certify tint the above ntai7amnt is s tru-.) translation 
the original to the 1:!en-:1 	ny Ilquacilar as:; 

PANICOTA C1atei•-2. 

I oertify that Z have elmoined the orieital atateztl:mt and ilha 
th- abow, is a rte translaticn.. 

b geed:- -isiestina IcAorTi. 

9 
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PARTICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT 	2702 • 
(0 Two statements by Alfonso CH1ARAi.IARINI who was 
tree incident occurred. 

	present 	n t whe 

(ii) Affid.Lvit of No. 3967063 Private Thomas William -;JORRIS, 
Welch Regiment, deposing to the conversation he had with Private 

HOWII;LLS, South Wales Borderers. 

(iii) Statement of Guiseppe TONIATTI, Liaresciallo of Carabinieri, 
who deposes to a state:lent by DI idARCO that ha shot Private DAVIS 
while escorting him to the police barracks, followin6 an attempted 
assault by DAVITS. 

11, -e 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 	 2703 
(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree • 

responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence ; 
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

The accused may plead that private DAVI,!;S was shot while 
trying to escape, but it is submitted that the accu:Led was not 
justified in using a firearm for this purpose. This is 
particularly so in this case, as another person vas also near 
at hand, who was acting an an additional escort upon the request 
of the Maresciallo of Carabinieri. 
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Date Submitted 	Decision of Commit•ee'l 

4 APR 1946 j. 14. r ct JL rs clfgccte,  

• 

NAM! P8113/11 :TWO 8115 Mitt Ltd 510 



Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

LCorrado SO RC3TTI . Wait er 

2.GUisePPe OORNAOCHIAv  Paratrooper. 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

2nd May 1944 at CORI COM in the MAIVADOLA Commune 

Italy.  

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

No. i . 	•:,.urder. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

Laws  and Usages  of War.  

Murder. 

(1.-( the Use of the .ccirctariat) 

Re2is4cred Number. 

411, 	

3)vi<Ncti f. 	 2 S MAR 19111  

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 
UNIThD KINGDOM 	CHARGES AGAINST 

	ITALIAN   	WAR CRIMINALS 

CASE No.  U6.I/B  147.  * 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

In violation of the Laws and Usages of War thu accu ed on or about 
2nd May 1944 at COR1CONI, kianadola Italy were concerned in the killing 
of an unknown British soldier. 

T 	
, 

RANSMUTED In  TRil;ASURY SOLICITOR. 

• Insert serial number under which the case is registered in the files of the National Office of the accusing State. 

(29655) Wt.P 252 4 5,000 545 A.& E.W.Ltd. Gp.685 

2705 
Date of receipt in Secretariat. 
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PARTICULARS OF ALLEGED CRIME 	2706 
filg 

The accused SORCTTI was well.known in the early part of 1944 
as a German collaborator in the neighbourhood of MANADOLA. He was 
constantly sean in the company of the accused CORNACCHIA, 
Ropublican Fascist paratrooper. 

At about 1400 hours on 2nd Lay, 1944 a labourer working on a 
railway by the Til;NA Bridge saw an inglish prisoner of war pass. 
A few minutes later SORCIIUTI and the Italian paratrooper who was 
in uniform came by and hurried on in the direction taken by the 
Znglish prisoner. Within a few minutes two shots were heard 
and the labourer want to tho scene of the shooting and there saw 
the &nglish prisoner lying on the ground wounded in the head. 
SORC,MI and the paratrooper were standing a short distance away. 
The paratrooper said he had shot the inglishman because he had 
kicked him. SORCLI;TTI said that they had fired at him because he 
had tried to resist capture. In the meantime other local people, 
attracted by the sound of the shooting, had come on the scene. The 
paratrooper, CORNACCHIA, want away to fetch the Germans who arrived 
in a lorry some time later. The wounded man was questioned by a 
German officer, after which, CORNACCHIA fired another two shots at 
him. 10 minutes later, since he was still not dead, CORNACCHIA 
fired a third shot at him and he died almost at once. The body 
was than taken away in a farm cart and buried on the ri6ht bank 
of the River MNNA after SOR0:!;TTI had removed and taken possession 
of the shoes worn by the dead man. A few days later the body 
was removed and re—interred in the cemetery at AMANDOLA. 
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tho vntioznr.113rult.I. 20/C1. 4,090.no. an 	tona of  
(Avec!lol.oro. 

 
or 4 1:tt•11-:%th Van ...11V.NOC■:*4A 	 :to )otiorzad 

the 1,413.1.-log iqh 	rmr, 	tiro11.07.0 

th') IT.rst tnn ihwn of the monthc 1.9);•:16 1904. 
nbz,nornr.-X n eervice :In order not tr) C.01 lai3CWat W1,1;1:. he  

rtno 	 7.10r lauun,) ace:: viLto CRiC 
Co:-:,•.ince, of ,414A141)0LA togt:thw leXth 	CaTI17.y, ;Vili.to 1 irrro:icf,.ng,iii;:lo 

with 1.17 in'othei.f:- 	hoerd 	Arman 	 licvo 20.2.1..ca 
t 1 it:y t.f!APt: 	 h:i.r3 1" .f34t thcr:e ,vce"&5 i-ffaCIT1110 41:10ntinofr ar.eiEji.7)aur, 
;Jon (ti NtnJ.o!Age A;;.out 1,7 yzaros  I.-nnt to tin piano* cud on 1.).-3 r0thrii 

"Thoi.:0 tw12'•  10 ilea 	 to a tartv-io 
SOR.Onr.-cx-  ane,. 	 12oratroe;p::z.3  known ie out' 	 an Gorlimn 

	

pi , Rad t 	 wottniied 	F;n:31.i.oh p:oit,oner lu t 110 tleXclt 	01 
:, 0 1,704 uv-onif conf.,o):10,1 	tf.; tho 	 tinvr; X 

wet 'rimsY too} nn J,ntoveat in the mittar no (1130 did las brothore. 
noi;iced that .rh0 ri o tho rry.ix:0 wont to .A.71:a)(.1b1 tt' info 	Mr; 

th3 OJft revatined on Via spot to pfl-.1:ed th.3 youndca man, 
utt:L3 	to 	tro gorre.n lorr3.ou ivn.J.;.e-cis nod G.:;o:::)oi ;.?t tin 3C:0W 	t110 

htvi)oningst1 	tMr81:01.tt ton rinutoes two 01: two() plut 01 :::hotit‘ (70:70 
TLon muv with nor chin °yea tho Body of the 1.11401104' i3oints 

trp.Import;-id on n, 	 to ti,e rIght ',lank 0P t!-to 	Vr`.1.17.N:W1, 0  
thoy dug 	 Ii1LC%!od 	bl; 	 four ori.‘ iVo dikyz had 
patto.:.cas tho 	 0:5 111odi by the 1ov.-0. 	 t.F.kon to tW.; 

eivigttoly 7,!-yuy r ot her C4:kuropp,as 	,,,,,,,, 7.4Nnt o$  t 

IiJ1 fiad th.t ovrot Try ltoe.,Tor, 

	

;Zt 	 triOrit 	 fir:7 tir; 
).1 

Inthing fortito.: t,) 

', I 	I 	.J.1.„17,L.i.) 	 (••;-.1 
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Wo, 	undor...Azna 	 for-As, non of Gaolr/i1:4 iiry ;7 
at 71fAiTIMYTINj the i3/11/1899 	re:Ading ut AMAPLOLA: 	C- VAX. '34TMI 

UQG of !:'ifla0040C.: bovn at A!:;ANTJOLA fari.ovs, state 't hr: Vollo3loc, 
at the .tegucut 	it.1.4?1J3)11. CarAinicrj. 	Cz4limando: 

Atout i400 hours on tho 2nd;:ay 	while wor'kinr, en the 
%aq0. olmtinG rnize, wo heard the nound_of two pistol shot, 
Ati:re.cted by tAu explosions, wo wont towards the place vher-.t ale shl';s 

boon firod. As anon au wo approached the spots :me naw an individual 
lying on the w.ound. re  wan an English prisonert end clues by hirs'us 
stent60.ng SOH ara Corrado, and an Italian paratrooper, On sakin if hfl 

d;,id, ICiCA'.TTI replied that he wan only woundc&. On that occasion 
:psi 1for that th3 paratroopor, who wo did not 1411or at nil, but was LO.O. 
to Ic.) a N40.11011t2t1 WWI armed with a pistol sqdch he wore ors his Lel:;, 

	

SORGETTI 'tie :r4Iaring uhort trousers end a %water. 	(10- 
plotelj u=rvail, 

Irer .!?t th,.1 %lef,:n.!t wo iJaY: the paratrooper letvic3 
ss he was; 	to notify that Genuri 	and and SOR0172-2.1 remanod on tile 
spot, 

Whorl 	cIelvian soldirs arrived after a couple eholr .. a 
r:.ornan 	pleat: coed the woun4cd man taking dovo DOOV 401:02., etzr 
wh.lf„h 	raratvmpa"p exchand v.cmo words vPh with th!) of.T'icor, 
hire ro,..olver add firo nnother tiro thota at the prisoner. Aftor nb)!.; 
tr,n -.e_ntAtoer soing thst he WRO not yot dead, he fired anothar Clot %t 
tho twee 01' his neck, After fhi tho Cormans cave oreore for his 
bp LurIvi on -t-1 spot, but as 1.11. .6uL.iiAl would Lo toes neer this Veroi2e 1 

thi ir;a'~iYr op:s4 tlid 'Now Ifri pick out a spot", ard thus he was tris- 
po::-4›.:1 to tl.:o 	Th.n7. of tho 	whero he ria: hm.100, 

At lac; tom av3 lator, or. Itle orde:r.n of the local tay:thc.r:5.tii A 
he t:.c.;: 	 and. ';:alcon to the PWPOLA ourilatwy, 

Wa aairz. no Alrther ii..:crii:ation to givo, 

Road 	eoeirmsa ard untler-tignrd. 

Sigooa) 	 :ante 

GRAMA72,0 Do.Un2altl. (!forcia]lo) 

IC; 
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it thI 1.;7dex1/4-51d109d 	 Eduu.r6e, eon or VialIDIN 	horn cat 
:==CV.7:X.'1-101W/30 th0 11  /Vi 915L ro nle,ing at 3 IWZIA htte.ct ne?r ajlIg:01,41 
0ccu0W;ion :iabci,Tor 	the Mt AWE:MINT (railwaye) otAktv the 
?ollowing at tho rognext of the Mfil.:DOLA. Oarabinieri Statf!.on (oNannor 

About i 1 00 !wars on tho 2na May 1944 rhi.lo 1 WAfJ at worn on 
the 7:bov;-w)ntir od railway eloan IV the TiZNA 'idge of AMKND0111.1  I ,a.w 
an .1A7,..ish prioonlr panoins a ,short dlotance from mo. I dAd not knoy 
hi !,3 cenla, A fen rainuton inter un Italian paratroopor in anifovm:  
a 9.01.tain SORCHTTI Corrado 0.3:,41 aong, The latter.  who was bovo nt and 
livo) lit AYANDUA, burr :Lod in tho direetion the Englinh prisoner wta 
aoio,. After a 4•/18 minutes I hoard trio revolver ehota. As SO}ZCaTI 
ena the parnt 	TiC) 0 in tho pay of the Pouciet 3 and tho 

thcraght right wiay tnat thoza hId shot at the prlsowx. 3n ordok.  
to rind out v;i141: had h!Tpenpd:  7( took tt flank t* preteal that Y Inn 
• to gGt OCAC W at OV and Iw,;:nt 	the dire,etieo fr0=A ti} re; I hvd 
htart?. tho ohootitm, Art:tying at HID (spot, I ow: tho r,eglieh 
primmer lyins on the szroand bloolina and wounded Au the heac:‘, while 
COETfT t,qd tho per.litl-ooper' wel:e u chort dietzocc fro,:it the .i:'oundcd 
• 01 fleeing :.e, the paratroop*: said that ho bud 	at him 
beoro;so on reacidn;.; himl  the EnIclintimun 	 hits, Seeing, wW; 
110 !:an?oned, 1 cugcmItoe, tc trio thit e dean:: shoold be callod un 
tioe :;n111:4,-,an to 	him 	nt tho car.e tivle offorini 1-clm my b:.cyclo 
to 11).-1,vy into . tut--!to coll 	doco::". The yv.rctroOper Psplied that it; 
vAa apt noco3leup o.G1 hi  vo,ald te.AoE. on ft:ot„ I 34W the lattf,i.  
start rill: Ping At way tell ;GI;; 	tovn,„ while QDROWTI rmained to 
if:nye. the wouodc0. 1,101. On thut ocoa 3i SOROVTI nit:4) told m tht t 
thv 	 tho prim: nor, an he had oppDborf then it hicrwn 
UckE, Artoe thill I returnea to 	place) or work, Jtot Earl hour la 
I .,;f1X tWO (1Q1:11,41.ti vehiclee arrive, Ono s- cv rt loYry, atia thoother: nitz 

vt)h,clo, contsiuing soo'oral Corman soWiars, 
VOW wAnutues heard the ormild of another two revcav er shots, AYLw 
01:1 GorTans kv.d lofty BOR0EVa 	tho paratr000r raraninod on tho cpott  
and l hoard anothor two tho to 'ening aro& Th:;.e was 4:040 ai; the 

.i7aa not, ylit atzde. 	nc.dor to rigid' him ofi, 	got to 
?;nor that the prinonor 	tvaon9orted to the ̀ Mat :':aver by :10RCETTi 
ijuId 	pArat 002cr wh{3 he on LurAcd. .Wtnr n few days he vAta 
up 1:Ind -  takan to the AKOIWU. eeototy,, on the Pr (Ur 	tho 
• ;; Kr it  

wAnot %T. 	vpother Apirt from the -sartraoper!  
sounpx 'lab 	gt t?ze prim es et 

I ht,.vo n0thin8 further tG 4ta to, 

OV 	00 r=d aet under-r,igast'a, 

(Signed) SCUIJ:TI :3daardo 
IIRANDAZZO Raffele (areseifJlo 
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;19!,,Vil 
	l:t th3 17th Avaut ■; -19";;1.j 	tation of:;cso 

Sat70E;:TI 007:TitC1Cs .3011 	S.ALL.,ppot  hc:„:1: at 
23,4V? 927f  iTt..1.t.lt. Z.03 	);:t .37 VIA 	'7,11.„::;0111  n; 

th:3 	of 	 0%* 
at V;;..17, 	 Of 14.v-  thi.a yoar at el:T.;?.iTtNITAt.... 

le hit; ItTInNt:Int 	 ti7o 
prOEIVOO Ot %.:a,i3.1';;;:k2Z0 1f10 th0 2.411-t3LIC:111110 	 Ari t. 
fit:AI:JOU:  EV111 	10;.Vi. Irrnnoq:uen, and J.I31C? ft.i.rn, both s..)..e 
utatinn., 

tho 	y.ay- 	 palining the liqft,ii%0M 
!YdP,P, tl;lt 1.1r£trOOpor Cr47...a.7,CMA (24wIppo (a aritiv) of Avr.LLMD p(Tw), 
'rhos  oTtAng to th *.at thnt, I hld knolvn :din for 5,o.aLl tinv 
6,11od !nn 77tvrn X %AD, apit47„, I tOld hfir that I l 	t:) go tot too 
Iffluntry t=a r,r;;i,-,_n an '''4il1a to WIrit,Tira Plotro a :'a:;ror 	jC hz.: 
nali.! that he motor' to co rl .11ors1 with mo. I ti (15.1c;:t2r,sfp,: 
him by '4o.t:t.i.nr, 	th.A as he wan i;:rAcd with 	tili-?,'.7:-AnhinC, th 

fr1.5:htmr. th9 f'ar.1101'.3 Dale it wollid 	7,;•otit not -:';o oru,o, 
,-ront to ti,T1 	niuxo hvao atmiyiog, loft his co 	at:Li 
z.oc kn=pan,t.4-;t1 -to,„ ovf,.nt?, th,Nt h too had to take a pEt.y.1:,11. to c 1.01102 hi  

n who wail :3tcw:Luirt t ho 1Ti DP.3:10 of jimatrix)rti., 

Kiotig tho Dad Tro ilot 	un%nrrirn p;a:-:.sf.;12 

	

Contrada 	 im"./  
honve, that J.hv.d. to r.:t13. at to sivt: bael: th:5 tvlbrolLt 
.far; ectn retry ray.ml_oun. Thy IMMilOi:In 	 ot 1101  £.1ACiro;?;0 	• 1 

Vacil.; ;In WOO tt 	

• 

±'tor "Pat h Ympliosi -4r:th 
!.:01rxIAIX31.11.;tt 	

▪ 	

that  
taked b:n hoT; hn go l; to hu th,lvo 	hc 

ntatAw. .!:1-!.A I hrIA o4aamod fran 	Wiunaw or ,ffar Cag,p n.7; 

	

:TerkangifIS 	 i' 
t h,"3 1:12121d htlVO tr.; cc ) 	 hill to t 1E2 

t• toll. 	.•N.',SY17"...:A, to ).4?.t n-.1.sh 1;0 *Erso ;An 110 "..rrtk.1  f-1(11; 'irk; 	; 
ti•O.Z1 thit 1Y113 	.3 

IO/ tc. 	Zno  

aLa rzfv6 ai)tro to thiz 	 .:. 
to 	tIL' laat 1;1J r 	 •;; 

&Id not T.r/nt t 	 Vitt  
ZMiO Ycki 	 e-,at then ttcxt•:.e.,  

trm 	 CIO jEtly:2,..ob..ras.rt urt 1 	 t,110: 	 . 
1;z1 	 wilanti., A 0-retivgLe Policrw.tet 	thi 
an( .n OV.C.OU flO tO got. zftiJü up in the ilattce 

tn:,,:our QT tIltiapr of thtnt  oven thoueb COFTI&CCfII.4 nraled 
o*.Nrivx-acr: tiu) 	 - I otaorv,..).' thst au a0Orl tAti 

hitA from 10,z, crqlonont M rime, his 
l'ele 	̀‘;h) hcati. 	 os.mieni. 

d1)nzalmo4g '6o 10.11 thy Prisono4' of Vex:,eU p.s,ople mnila 112-4) 	; 
toz  ti s3 	 at.:4 wou;t.O. nwko if:el-  uilfer z  OpeC.tLJ.y t too 
.13.7Y;(1;:t th3 	vc.r....vs.  much, Tw -o ord must oEinly 
hag,-isti by Vt.'.) ,9,;:o:p10 	arrivod l'onnwinf: tht Cant 

/1;...ftlr brio 



2712 

- 2 

thie CORMOCKLA roturnod to tb.o tone to ro.t thf) 
tO 	COrrisnn Q arid Iro:,.-oJneed on th* opot to riv,a;I:)-% 

-acelnaod van ,.:7,ne.1 to ntr,y in tht co:Epan,y 	tho pe!Ipla 
rotnvond no:intim !:to.' with tho ClomAn:2,, and. t'frAr 

	

try, ,40ung.',od an raimod up and cinzetioned 	Afixt. 
..'int97:".Vitgat JOE 	Saft.c.io 	alcd COlift.400f'.11. to hin 

tAnA 	"lioultt teni liko to einie:3',1h1 offl" CORNACCi-!Xist 
in 	 for :ri.eiutoa tat or the Gcr:ser: 501(110r9 
Or4,0VC,3 tho oivklianr, axv iirtga tin placo and whAlo t'ney 

	

cog ti a 	hoord two piotol nhoto rine.; X ne,:r/ CO1.0zAardik, who 1-oil 
th,.) ohoto t tho Englioten2n r  with the roapon et ill ti his 

hr 	I nos 	tw tho othor civili 13 triad to ay--:?!..o.:ich tleo ij 
to fiaRi vthotikor the EnOishman 	 reoL, tAd ii doing no 
vint,  oellodl u  the C-Ltveaan teold: ee to help 3;r":1 Vele body. to th‹: 
rivcr, itenoro V.; wao intriarle 	 (.1:111 11%.1t Warlt tO do CIL:, anr:1, 
it uric auggautod taldng the body &mil on n uvra 1::v.vt. A 00011 

trV)....trY.A 	the rivor 	pozoibly boc:-.,..o.ree 	the time 	did 
not 'aoa. whet 	'olift eviti& I helped to dig 	 for bu73r.;.ng i. 

It L 5 truo tht.t bofore tiny body wao 7'.11Irit-Xi. X took (Irk thc 
shoed ti't.f. dvad 	tve.s weandt  but J.. did thie tiq e.o to give them to 
th; foPrior 	IOI Eianto, Wig)kö. .t±x1 alt.: for the a littlo 
-i2rcviouc, COVACX)111A. objected and he tool: polneonion or thol, 
puting them in its pouch, and I do not, knoll ..7liat he di_d elith thirm, 

I o.s.1(1:. 1 have m.,:yor boon a molibor 0' tho Ropobl:kvIn 
37,s1.-51eiet Party nos' .havo 	opror,thined with :Li; JAI 	wo3 
the Patr:loto in the 3.4',SNPF. 110I1AC:0 a.1:0A or 	 montho, This.; 
at bteeted by Signom, 	 acreCa Captain of tho Patio 
ron:;.din5:, at 	DOL 	eil. 	Teo patriot I!O Dociano frtm 

	

fitaying t'i'c for deity End !aany o'thora of 1;113:1. 	rouc 	I dl') 
WiritT2 that ;Iv brothor (A.1,0 wno Ropublimn Paratrcr.:.'per„ with yar-x) 
at alu'r in tVii•Cinient,, 

X 1.7ish to point out that I no nothing further 
04)1Cr.(!,GCHt•A Giuneepo 	ipt that 4,1 can bo tracodat 113itC1:.."7.: ) 
whir, In toe h:%e. Vienc.zo, YI110 is a tre...kloreno and Ei7:11 t 	": . 

Oureqa :to ono 3.ou). J bollovi: tit he would he marriOd 	1 

an 	6p0k,:i; 	aOut 	 wAo in it:OAADOhAv 

I :la tumble to giv 	i'nrthor ieeimetion. 

tb:,t poiot a• would liito 	add thit 1.71112:ni tOld CORliE..041:L4. 
t‘,.t I v:otild .iot. help him, niti10 110 Vt1:41 EitrLtigl.ing cith tho if,aglizierr.nj  

:,7.e.loolrilotrcro -cho toe.clicr, in 
rJan ?azo.r.i.ng by. That 1..z; all I know c4 hor. 

Vvnea over. coof ir1d and nndev--aif;nad. 

(Signod) CORRADO SOROSTTI 
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IL trio 	; 	 .77 
at, 	

.:) 
COR1V.Na:  

trAtioz, 	 ;.• 

	

. b 	I 	7 w;1•,;;;! -,1 	(F) 	; 
to be :r t 	 r.r of 	91 ,, , v.4.1!:;c4 	vow 	bed Yi:11. tio4 91: 	 1' 	 of' 	• 	 • 
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.:7.0 • 	 r„ 
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L1 ug1.th :%`.: 	K.; 7":; 	 un 	I; • 
COVOTtld Vã1tl 1,-.00tti At's Woo, 11,(3 	ii from Vile f: 

V3.7 hi.% 	fIT: 	. ttIVI:W). 	Cf•IC: 	t 
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ut 	 ha: 	 ;.-11;.., 7 ,  Lc; 	.r(; 	• 

Jiri thi7 !Tp.,•011, 110 	GN! 
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13-.FLo-as,. -.1..int:lon 
11rster,;a1z.ers VII ht 	1Iva 	un or A1.1111111)0L.A2. .1).rovihon 

ITLIN't  duty noo)..ns  

an 5J 	 yeavo of age, of.itelinn rati.ono.11.tys  
poricanont v.,:2.1yena 	vai,4-sm1rc, 

am at ivonont 	at thio 

1 cm no &hp:* of tilt.) 	(kv op months  but &t 	oil 1-13v.:: 
boon tftor 2 :'r4V- 19, •dhon 	war:. -1:03.6. by tho SIN:MC,0 o-;•7 
(CountIIJ,I,RCELLO (;AI:JI3) to 6:ii; up-the body o:7.' L British Moe..1.ca1 
whic:h bail bun larriod nat -Tho PLIKLAJ rivora  I I:new thin boy t:. F 
that of a raltioh ofMcor 7i110 ;1V3 1:0011 killed by ix° :Mallt=0:10, cot' or 
tYllOrft I kncn' troll 	wl.fent s  blf; not by nana. 

I dos 	tho bo4y,  to; at 	to 	Conetcry 
Lt botmoon Freuoa 	and to 20, 

1 Lis 	tho opinion Vail; tho bogy hell boon bur:I.od twolvo 
1W t tlirl;dor! c1 '1-1  ‘clmn Iuncova:,:•ei 	It had. no comonced t,) 
Th bock). 11913 Crit 01! 	n'ttIls  01' 	 rnd oxdoptinal..ly 
thiuk vcririte. '.1 j1-'o boy 'was L3l05t mskods  iin drry)3r1 in torn uncle!.--- 
pant 	I 6.1,3'n'; 1300 any obvioaa wouliaz on -the boays. although 1 nc:k - 
boon told that -f;ba dooeased htij boon nhat with a pinto3.. 

(Sgd) (413BCX caccw 

:t cory thvt I dl.' tvftnelate( tht Love mniviry to to 
Wtd103:1 	117:,* of:n 	 to hin a4m,taro 	clIponvz 

sgo) ciAtirDio 3:),INT0X 

Tntorprotw .'or 3 1} E Sootion sn 

0VA li,oPoro -an 

	

(2.3(.1) 4 	 ;117,,af,ite 3111141.31 
ittnif.,iyant Wovont Warshas  61 Ar Dit 

ThiaVInvtochth Ylvc nvrbov 19)4-5 
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.11:T 	I 	OF EV WEN(' I.: IN St 1)1)01■ 1 271S 

's• 

(i) Thu statement of Ruggeiro LUPI who statuu that artor the 
shooting SORCJZTI admitted that he had fired 2 shot,; at the LiblIsh 
prisoner of war. 

(ii) The statement o V Agostino POLO! who sew the body boinr; romoveJ 
on a farm cart vid buried in a grave on the bank of tho Rivor 

(iii) Santiloni and Giulio VALENTIN' who saw both aoew:od puroulni% 
the English prisoner, heard shots lint later saw the prisonor lying 
wounded on the ground. They al.;0 saw the paratrooper fire rurther 
shots after the German officer had been to interrogate the Mir,lishman. 

(iv) Thu statement of Eduardo SCRII3ONI who came upon the scone 
immediately after the first shots had been rired and who was prurient 
while the German offiGurconductediais interro6ation. he alas heard 
but did not see the subsequunt shoLs. 

(v) The statement of Piutro VALaUTINI. He saw the wounded mun oh 
the ground and was asked by thJ paratrooper if he know the EnLlishmah. 

(vi) Tne statement of Ureci GIACWO di ETRICO, the urblurtitkor who 
removed the body from the river bank and buried it in the /U1ANh/JLA 
cemetery. 

(vii) The statement of the accused SORCL!;TT1 made to Lite i,laresciailo 
of AMANL1OLA. 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 2716 
(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 

responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (h) the probable defence ; 
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

It has not been possible to identify the victim in this case. 
All the Italian witnesses refer to him as the English prisoner" 
and there is ample evidence upon which tnecourt can exorcise 
jurisdiction. 

The defence of SORCZTTI will no doubt be that he had no part 
in the crime. This contention is contradictea by the evidence 
of Ruggeiro LUPI who states that SORC,J;TTI admitted to him that 
he had fired two shots. 

There can be no possible defence based upon the prisoner' s 
resistance in this case. He had been lying wounded on the 
ground for more than an hour when t he shots that killed him ware 
fi red . 
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Date Submitted 	Decision of Committee I 

897:41 l'898/11 WOO 8146 DI &C Ltd 61/1 

ell byre e'svf,-.---f&,#,  2 AMY 19411 
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(For the Use of the Secretariat) 
I • 

Registered Number. 

2711S 

Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

7 APP • 

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 
	113:1=...L.I.U.G.a0L 	CHARGES AGAINST.. 	 ...... 	WAR CRIMINALS 

CASE No. 	I/B 148 * 

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

(i)  20  Lay,  1944. 

	CUPRALIONTANA, ANCCs:7 .A,. Italy. 

Sometirae. 	1944. 	  

No.I 	urger 

Breaches of the Laws and Usages of War - in particu..ar Article 
2 of Geneva .i.3onventi,- ,n, 	4929, 	relatin7 to -priGoners of war 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

Breaches of Inter-
natio:al Law 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

(i) oil 20  1:ay, 1 944 at CUPRAUCE:12_,Vja, two unknown escaped 12ritish prisoners of war 
wer,:. shot by 1.,t. BALDUCCI. 

(ii) Sometime in ;A, 1944 ten unknown escf3.1)ed 	prisoners of war were 
murler. -1 on tie instructi 	of Lt. BALDUCCI. 

TRANSMITTED BY . Office of ..T,, G„ 0.111....Dept 

• insert serial number under which the case is registered in the tiles of the National Office of the accusing State. 

(296551 
(30449) 

Wt.P.252`4 
Wt.1' 1163 17 

5,000 
5,000 

6/45 	A.& 	W.Lt4. 	Gp.685 
10:45 

2311.DUCCI.,. Lieuteuaut 	-zasuist .,.i.litia at..  
CadiALOY.CATIA, 	Italy in ....ay, 1944. 	  

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 
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I 

PARTICULARS OF ALLEGED CRIME • 

  

(i) Lt. BALDUC0I encountered two escaped 3ritish prisoners of war on 20 Lay 1944 
at CUPRAL0::TA1A, 1.. the Province of Az:xylIAL, I aly, and because they were escaped 
prisoners he sth t them out of hand, throwing their bodies in a ditch. 

(ii) Sometime in , ,ly, 1944, ten unk nown escapcd ritish prison, rs of war were 
captured and lined ,Ap on a brid , e and then stabbed to death , y Fascist soldiers on 
the orders of Lt. BAIDUCCI 



ala 
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10:0.A.J/FIV42/Sts. 
HraVacz 

IN WE HATTER OF ITALIAN WAR CRIMES AND IN THE MATThR OF THE SHCOTTliG 0? TVG 
BRITISH PRISONERS OF WAR AT MONA ON 20 MAY 1944 

....... r.r 	 . 

British Netional Offioe Charge Number :- 

United Nations War Crimes Commiasion Reference :- 

• ■•■••••••••1 ... 

 

M 

   

    

AFPIDAVIT 

843717 Officer Cadet Douglas Cunningham Davidson RAC 0.C.:T.V. 
with permanent home address at Hillside House, Remgreen, Pill, nenr 
oath and say as follows 

1. 	I was an escaped prisoner of war working in Italy with the itel.bn prtior:ls 
in 1944. 

2, Over a period of about 4 months February to May 1944 Lt. BALDUCCI vho 
and worked at CUFRANONTANA was primarily engaged in the round up of cucc47;11  
British prisoners of war who were at that time very numerous in thr., nron 
reoeive4 information from my partisan group that on or about 20 May 19144, Lt. 
BALDUOCI with six men were proceeding towards ANCONA and en the road mot two 
British prisoners of war whose names I do not know and on learning that the;;, 
British prisoners of war shot them wt of hand throwing their bodioa into a 
ditch along the road-side; refusing burial for 12 days. 	I went &lira to tho 
Welt to see their bodies and saw that they had been tommy-gunnod on-: held 
received about 15 rounds into their bodies, One Italian came to me nisei
reported that he had been severely beaten up by Lt. BALDUCC2 bemuse his h:d 
attempted to cover the bodies in the ditoh. After sometime together with n 
party of men I removed and burie.d these bodies; they were subsequently r<.- 
interred in a Christian cemetery. 

3. It was widely known that thin officer had perpetrated msny note nEldlmt 
British prisoners of war and Yugoslav refugees_ 

4, Further information about Lt. AALLUCCI,who I believe vino taken priev,:ne!r by 
the partisans end handed over to the Allies, could be obtnined fro71 X10:0 NCOIY13 
of VIA PANTA 7, ANCONA and also Mrs Lydia Stocks of 88, BlaIrdadic Rena, G4nocm, 
Who was a nurse in my group. 
g. 	Lt. BALDUCCI is almost en exact double of Munsolinl.and *-.t c. the celmc 

bombastic attitude_ 

SWORN by the above named Douglas Cunningham Davidnon, ) 
at 6 Spring Gardens, in the oity of Wentminster, this 
tweluieth day of December 1945, 

Before me 

(Sgd) Rathoreedan, 
Captain Legal Staff, 

Nil, Dept. Office of the Judge Advooate General, 

(dgd) 	Etviouon. 
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LIDATA1M/11.2/64.(1.9) 

HNUAT, 	:EN TIP; ISATTZR OP ITALI.AN WAR CRIVaZ 
IN TM; LTAT1'1:21 GP TIM 31100TING OF 
PRISONERS ce.,  WAR AT kiCONA IN MAY. 1914-, 

1,71.0.* • We...a AurainnAllosmar • APANDOM4.■••11.1••■•••0110 	 ••••••..... • • -••••••••• •••• • • 

Brit;ish National Office Charge Now 

liatf.ona ;far Crime* 	 Rcf: 

	

I ........•••■ ••••••■• 	 tor 	 . • 

1 	J' X D 	,r T 

ItilOCIU; a 88 Blairdardie Road, If.n.*:.ghts17-,11, Gatzsgow, 
SC.TfirL;TID, m-,ka otth avid 3a,y as followo 

1,, 	I on o 	 moan end r married to An N: LO.it,ht-a9n, 	Irioru 
thl rar wn.s Lvirs ls .1to.1y and rho:. Xtmly camo it4to 'iv, war I was in- 
temet 	a ccmientrati.on camp. 	In -obruary 'IP. I cc :wed from Vac: en • 
and ,joinuti up 7iti*.• tho pitrOwano in t; :c 

2, 	&-3.10 irint 	-194. there we •c: about ton comp. 
of -;Var w:Ah ,:or partisan. group. 	Thc.:e men were caught 
Whin w.-3ro no, 	a round up of partise;us and they vex.° 1 
at TR_IsIT';17,1, n tt..o orders of a lit: BALDUOCI, and thorn t 
Th.) nth k. 	 1-78.3 for a 	soldier to otab 

•?.-o 	th end than he man stand:.ng next to '.;ho pc 
halts 50 .;..row 	bod7 over tho bri4: . 	This Ulan wa.0 
ant tOss n on kis 7:1.X.rit ht:O. to throw his body over the 

1-lc.roac:1.v 	thi7C17 tho body of the last wan to b. 
brlige. 	I can: of say ;or certain 171-wther Lt. BA.T.::0110CI 
sorra° 	th;.: crilato =11; the time when 	:Tau ocataittcti, b 
Chu 	sold era ',anc-kor his command, 	The next morni7.4 

irt, the partisans removed the b.-11.os tcF.P...W.:'41.-1 
we:NI 	out in two ro:To of five. 	rent down to the 
the b_rliot which ha'1 1)(3 elk very badly 	about anc.. were 
oor:lx";.k.o7 ., 	Their otomacha had been out open, thoir pr: 
or' , 	Ind their Mete had beet so cut to ribbon:: that 

Witch; their rirtgers had Lvvin cut when they 
to cr:‘;-,: told of tho weapon with whioh they wort, stabbed 

co.,AL.in that tho todien ram's,  wort t1-  ono of t1-70 tan 
of We whc had boon with our pArticiin 	bcoatIco 
woo ta1rcoegnie9.4le thorn \yore mcw 	dotmilm 
mat- o 	witl clear to MO 'oho thfly vc:0, 	The boCioaw,  
then burl --;.1, 

Bz,-•itic..h PrisonoPo 
v.tho PASOISTI„ 
led up cn a ,ridz,e 
.ryritro kill:d. 
.% person on tho 

killod 
;:ton killed himeel$: 
.:Adze, rn) 
killed ova ,: the 
,ao actualL:7' :,t1 the 

I of c.).,..".; 	that 

Bch 
R.f1;er 

whore r.;:loy 
.hurch And caw 
a a isoat 

parts 11:?.d been 
. couidn't To3C0311.1.f:C; 
.a obviously tried 

	

death, 	a:n 
Ftricionwro 

°ugh their focal.: 
clothi:43 witich 

	

a put in 	r.c. 

30 	T sa unable .:,;(1,  doeoribo Lt. BAID1.1-00I, but X do :11 Ivr that ho had a 
wire p.nd ciliA via° lived in ;::i1PRAMCINTPtits 	When 	1(7-1','; :Ilia area  f'31  '1945 
she w5.0 	there, but Lt. BIALLUCCI, I believe, viaa Ili found:, 

SWORN by to said Lydia :.-•re, S at 
6 S,pring lostlens in the City of 	\ 
Ifectixi.ntsts:.,  on the cigth day of 
Fwbrualy 1946, 

BEFORE 111, 

S.:M"-Z.:.); 1-, HONIG. 
Uaptain Logal Stv2 

Drpe.rtatem:  
judge Advo•exto Gencral4 Office. 
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• 'PARTICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT 	2722 

particulars of evidence are contai AA in statements of the followin Atnes2es:- 

(i) (/,!-Acer Cadet DAVIDSON, Doulas Curvingham 

vii) STOCKS, Lydia 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 2723 

(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence ; 
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

This appears to be a clear case of murder and investiLations i the Mora A.ty 
of the crime ale in prolzress with a view to obtainin:2 further evilence in sup ort. 
The accused has been listed as wnnted. 

I 
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FE 	N 

Date Submitted 	Decision of Committee I 

189766. PP:08111 tool) r■ .■ 	!I&( Ltd 51/1 

r141tettirs 2 MAY 1941 



(For the Use of the Secretariat) 

Registered Number. 

2725 
Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

7 APR 

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 
. ........ 	 ..CHARGES AGAINST...... ..... ITALIAN. 	 WAR CRIMINALS 

CASE No..ITK ... r..1/13 14-9 	...* 

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to bc translated.) 

yzazTANE 	  
• • ..PreX.ec..t...of.f.:LiteaRATA...in the .L..rovince..of..)X.O.a.:A, 	  

Italy,...1.:.)...relar.uary, 	19.44 	 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

February, 1.944 	  

14A.ChliATA in the 1:rovince of ANCONA, Italy • ...... ■ .•• ........... •.• ...... 	• 

No, I  Murder  Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

Breaches of Inter-
nationa- Law 

i.:urder 

Breaches of the L - vrs nncl Lisai..es of War, and in narticuiar 
Artie].e- 2 --of----the-Geneva .Conv.ention--- 1929,-- --re1atin!'-• to P-saii 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

?Imo British i)arachutist::; in uniform wereshot on the orders of FERIZIANE in 
February 1944, 

TRANSMITTED BY .... Qr:Cic4.P 

• Insert serial number under which the case is registered in the files of the National Office of the accusing State. 

(29056) Wt.P.252 4 5,000 545 	A.& E. W.Ltd. 	GEMS 
(30449) Wt.1' 1163 17 5,000 10'45 



e 

PARTICULARS UF ALLH ■ kl) Z726 

  

FERIZIANE ordered the ahoutin.: of tw,) British parachutists (names unknown, 
but they held the ranks of 2nd Lieutenant- and Serjeant-1:ajor) who were in uniform, 
sometime in gebruary 1944 at MAGMATA. It was common knovrledge that they had 
previously been iven a mock trial and award(!d the si:ntence of death by shooting. 
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ITI/j/s.GPS/42/65 
it/UAW 

U ThF mmut OF ITALIAW WAR CRINB.S AND IN ITE NATTER OF THE SflOOTIW 0? 4. DRSTIZE 
or WAlt AT MACERATA ABOUT THE BEG-MIN CF FEEVUARY 15114, 
•I• 01.1 • •• MD ••••r•••••• 	 ••..• •••••••11 

 

• M. mow m M ea m 

 

British NatIonni 	Charge Amber :- 

Unitod Notiono War Crimol 	 ', -olforenoo 

Mmmm4 M M .  

 

M M MO. MM 	 • 	 • a. Mr 

 

AFFIDAVIT 
M. Of 111.. MMMMMIlomM. • .011r. rt I Pm..., Moe 

I, b43717 Ofvoc... Cadet; bouolos ConninO:alo Davidoon RAO O.C.T.U. ovington 
with ptiolanout home nddreac .t Hillside Houuo. hamgroon, rill, near exiatol, 
make oath and nay an folloyo 

1. vno an c000ped prieonor of woo viorog iv Xtqy with the 	portioono 
in 1544: 

2. About the beginning of Febouary 	l000 	:000nohutioto, one n second 
1,,t and one a aeojeent-major rhozo n.-moo :t do not know but who had ;vont c. 
winter with my partisan group deoidod to '<moo me mod ottlmpt to roaoh A1: ed 
lines, X was told by a member of my portioan group named NARIO rho after the 
liberation of that erect boo Prefoot 	3AVEIRANO that the two men wow 
captured the same day by Vascisto and tO000 to 1410RATA;O-ovinco of ANCONA, and 
there imprisoned, It Imo compon knowledo that thoyvoro 6ivoo a look trial 
on the orders of tiro Prefect of VAGERATA named FERIZIAn (7. col not ouitc :yore 
whether this name in opalt correctly); the ;,r :::re cent:cooed to La chat, not 
with standing that they were in oomplete Loitish uoirom En0 veering bodge of 
rank and also holding Britich poporo nt idootificotieo, I 610 not coo Woo 
sentence being oarried out bet I did ato tholr graveu in tho ocmotory in 
MAGMATA. 

3.. 	1 was told by the looal population thot menu othor British prism-fro of war 
were shot at about tho uame timo oleo on tho orders of FERMAWE ood I also wro 
their graves in the cemetery in MAMRATO- 

4. FERIZIANE icaucd and o±gncd a Nanifocto pouted in LIAGRATA on 20 or 21 Uoo' 
1944 which etnted that "All foreIgnoon 	Xtoly oocup;.od by t:..c Geri ona rould 
present themselves on the 25 Moy 1944 to V.AOHJATA or othoo 	kleadquorturo, 
All nationalities except British mold bo foeely pardoned, 13ritiob eocopcco 
would be punished under Fasoint T000" 	Tho 1-l000lut Lay rno thlot 	BoWioh 
prisoners of ear wore coosidored no rartioons; nortionno .:tire shot without trial,. 

5, 	FUIZIANE wns c. thialy built man nbout 5'10" in height; obout 45 yoorz old: 
domineering, oorozont and r, typionl Italiou; He ono oleon ohovon 

SWORN by the abovo 	Deuzloo Ounninjuon Davidsoo, 
At 6 Spring Cordons, in tho of t;,' oe YleutW.notor, thio 	(b 1) D.C. too5dnoo. 
twentieth day of Dooemhor 

Before me 

(320) Rathoroodan, 
Captain Levi Staff', 

Dopt, C:fi'i'ic© oe tho judge Advowita Gemara:), 



2725 l'agc 3 

• • ' PARTICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT 

Particulars of evidence are contained in the statement of .flle following witness:- 

Officer Cadet DAVIDSO:" Douglas Cunningham 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 	2729 	it. 

(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence ; 
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

This aiTears to be a clear case of murder, and investif,atioAs oh the scene 
of the crime p.re 	proz,:ress with; a view to obtainin:: furtht,r evidence in su:Tort, 
The accused haS been listed as wrnted, 

• 
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1 
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Date Submitted 	Decision of Committee I 

kt-ucci.  

A 2 MAY SO 
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0 
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■f(97Z•t4 1114,11 	s 	MA(' Ltd 51i1 



Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

CARLUCCI. 

.atationed...at.... 

.04-;,-TXT.T..0..p.'..45I  in the Z'rovirioe of 	:A, 	 

in pebrnary,  1944 	  

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

20 February  19414. 	  

140131: SAP VIGLIO near CFaRIVTO DiE3I in the i'rovinae 	 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 
Breaches of Inter-
national Law 

No. I 	 urder 

Lurder 

Breaches of the Laws and -UsaEes- of- ;:ari  and -in-particular Article 
2 of the Geneva Convention, 1929, relating to Prisoners of War 

(For the Use of the Secretariat) 

Registered Number. 
2731 

Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

1 rfpk 

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 

 

CIIARGES AGAINST.. ..WAR CRIMINALS 

 

CASE No... 	- 	150 * 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

An unknown member of an R. A. aew who had descended by parachute, was shot on 
the 20th February, 1944, on the oriers of Captain CARLUCCI. 

TRANSMITTED BY 	01'fice of Dept.)_ 

 

 

=11.11W.. 

• insert serial number under which the case is registered in the flies of the National Of 	of the accusing State. 

(29650 Wt.P.252 4 	5,000 5,46 A.& II. W.I.td. Gp.685 
(30449) Wc.1' Ik.3 17 5,000 10:45 
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PARTICULARS OF ALLEk i 12.1) 	F 

1..=;,i4, a :ri.i311 	 ,2111ZIETTO D'E3I ind 

Wn.3 o-Itixr,:-1 near 7C--7'..3aptain 
/4:., 	/ 	 %' . [O 	 an-  althou:7h he was 	 74 with badges of 

•47::: 	 ori,:rs of thc: saii Ca:tain 0;a:UCCI. 
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HOAG/FS/42/63 
hit1/4VGCJ 

IN THE NATTER OF ITALIAN WAR CRIMES AND IN iHn MATT-R. CD THE SRUCTCNO,  
SURVIVORS OF A CRASHED R.A.F. PLANE NEAR MONTE SAN VIOINO ON 00 FratWARY 
4.7■■■411.411.11011111411NOWM■■■0110W..... 

 

lit..111•••••••• 

 

• 

  

British National Office Charge Humber :- 

United Nations War Crimes Comminsion Reference :- 

...me Maar ■•••■•••• ••••■••■■■•••••■■•••■•■■•4010 	  

•uuTnaVT 171  

843717 Offioer Cadet Douglas Cunninght Davidocr. RhO 	 Davingtpn 
with permanent blme addreoa at Hillside House Hamgreon, vill, near Bristol, 
make oath and sat as follows :- 

1. 	I was an escaped prisoner of war workiri in Italy :;th thi".4 
in 1944. 

2 	Cm or about 20 February 1944 I saw a British babel which had 'zj:.orpod 
supplies,  to us near Cl'?IRRE D'ESI, Frovinoe of Ancona and I rescued the aurviltDcr; 
excepting one whose nameIdo not know. Capt, CARLUG,.:1 who rcaido and 'acrkncl 
at CURET? D'ESI went out with 10 men to capture this mineing cirma!:, I waa 
told by my pp.mtisans that they found him near Monte SAN VICTNO 	the 
mountains: he was in R.A.P. uniform and wore badger, of rank who inapito of thin 
Capt. CARLUCCI is reported to have ordered his shocting -)ut of and and ho 
buried on the spot. I saw his grave, 

3. The names of the survivors whom I rescued were P-11:, Officer wmaa. J. ora 
Plight Sergeant WOODINGTON, bott of vht,m were aarigntori 	I do no: think they 
can give any further information on this eubjoot. Add:i;lonal inforw.ition enn 
be obtained from the priest of the village,. 3 kilometre3 duo 7,1a.:t 	chair.TT 
whose name I do not know. 

4. Capt. CARLUCCI was tall; well built; dark compon and his nif:.!, 
as I know., still lives at CERATT 

SWORN by the above named Douglas Cunningham Davidaon, 
at 6 Spring Gardens, in the city of Weetminstor, this 
twentieth day of December 1945. 

Before me 

(Sgd) Hathoreedan 
Captain Legal Staff, 

Mil. Dept. Office of the Judge Advocate Ckneral, 

(r;e) 	DtIvikfizcm 
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PAN 1.1( t'l ARs OF FV1DENCE TN SUPPORT 2734 

Partioulnrs 	evi.: cnue 	•,, 	it..1 Ifl 	 fulla.vinj witness 

Officer Cadet ), :T)R , )_ las 3unnin 

• 

1 

p 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 
	 2735 

(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence ; 
(c) whether the case appears ;to be reasonably complete.) 

This alTears to be a cl:fp.r cne of munier,and investi-fations 	secne of 
the crime are in prore.;-:; 	a vices to cbtaini 	furthr t-,vicnce in su;_ort. 
ac.Alsed has been listed as 	nted. 
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Date Submitted 	Decision of Committee I 
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(For the Use of the Secretariat) 

Registered Number. 

2737 
Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

	 41 7 APR !tic 

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 

.CHARGES AGAINST... 	WAR CRIMINALS 

CASE No. ...... 	_15 ...* 

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

I.  
..... Lic.u.texaut 	.uni.t of 	the .. ?,s.c;i.s.t ilitia stationed 	 

..... 	rovink.;.t.  

Date and place of 	24...1arch.1944. 	  
commission of al- 	 .CA 	in the ivvinoe  of  Itsiai.M1., Italy 
leged crime. 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

Breaches of Inter-
national Law 

Ng... I 	 

.„Muraer. 

Jreaches of the Laws anJ (Jsaces of War, and in particular Article 
2-of 	the-C4eneva-Cenventitpl, 	4929J-relfttinc-to-prisoners-of-War 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 
On the 24th Larch 1944, Lieutenant FINAGUERRA shot aoproxi:nately thirty Italians 

and two unknown escaed :ritish Prisoners of War 

TRANSMITTED BY 	 .o.ruce 	 Dept) 

• insert serial number under which the case is registered in the flies of the National Office of the accusing State. 

(2OM) Wt.P.252 4 	5,000 5'46 A.& 11.W.Ltd. Gp.685 
(30449) Wt. P 11b3 17 5,000 10:45 
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PARTICCLARS OF .-1.A.E(;1.21) ('RIME 

  

On 	2/3.th 	• ■ (.1414., ....deutf.,nant FLTAGUERZA, in charge of Fascist trx)oiis and 
qeman 	tmops, enter(1 the vi l.  age of BRACCA3:0 and shot the village 

l'rient, Don POCOG:COLO, and two natives from SCEA.LTL4.11D. 	On the same day duri:i a 
round-up of Partiscuis in his area, he, and troop.; under his corm and, shot 0:: sifnt 
aiyroxiLiately t, 	,;,), ;uL; .1;a3 lam; and two British. escaped 1-risoners of War. 
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Vios/42/62 
GCJ 

IN THE MATTER OF I1AILIA7; 	CRIMF.S AND IN THI AT  TER OP 1117:.E ..HOOTING 0? 
AFPROXIblniLY 30 ITALIAN AND TWO BRITISH .:.-RITDIER3 OF WAR !' BRAGG:W.0 G 'IIfi 
24 /AA itai 1944,   
.0011....11111■■■■■■■■■■ 

 

.00.1. ■■111.m. ....... 

 

British National Office Charge Number 

United National War Crimes Commisaion ftoference 

•••■•••■•■••• 

AFFIDAVIT 

I, 643717 Officer Cadet Douglas Cynninghan! Davidson 	0.0. T. U. Bovington 
'i'ith perman,nt home address at Hillside House, VamEreen, 	noar Bristol, 
'make oath ald say as follow° :- 

1, 	I uas 't!.! 1i:soaped prisoner of war TvorLIng in Italy 	tho Italinn 
in 1944. 

. On or ,:bout the 24 (arch 1944 Lt. FIVAOULREA of MATELCA Pro-v:1mo of Ancona 
mrking in ,Yenjunotion with German 3. S. Troops occupid thc village ef BEM:CM:C.  
Lt, FINAGnIRA had a Brent dislike for the villa go priest, DON POGOCNOLO and t-.7a 
natives fron Somaliland; 	Lt FINAGIM;AA in ohs 'g of Rt??2:A in the area, toot 
'them out Pram their house and shot them in the atreet outs:do tho sch:-„el-houos, 

.14 	After ':hie shooting on the came day Lt- FILAGUERRA 	his Parcist troop:, 
'vent round 	area shooting on sight np...)mximatolx 30 you: Ital;.ans rezerdleas 
:)f whether :hey were partisans or not. 	Durinl; this thoet:Ag, ttm 
:erioonere 	umr ware oleo shot; I cannot say whether thi:: was because tl. fy !ILO 
not presentod themoelves t the Fasoiet'a fieadquort(tro in :3;ipliarice rig). A 
decree that they should do ao or whether 	Sri becauoo 	7seoists thoveAt 
they were n )t dressed in uniform but meraly in rage. 	I 	 tie tJy 
uy partisan and I did not witness any of it myself beceus I 	crEpac0 
:bighting 35 troops on the other aide of the hill, 

is, 	Lt. FL 
aubseque:Ak 
t. long face.  

Capt. t 
clithor the 
olaboratit ci 

:MORN by tht 
Lt 6 spring 
:wentlet.,:l di 

U.CULII(A wao picicod up by the Allier, after 
released. He woo about 5')" in height; 
normal featurco; dark eye3; hair grey; 

of the sroc. brt 
131.-,.:;...;; • arrogant &Ed 
rate 35 to 40. 

:ohn FANE N.C. Green Howard* ( T think he vino I:: 0/pa tiM0 h6jUtqnt 
. or 5 Battalion) ao with to :!1. the timm ut c..)Aot I thin4 
stet I have eaid, 

above named Douglan Cuaninzhard Drtvidoon, ) 
Gardens, in the city 0.27 Weatmipstel., 	 D. C. wifar:i.071. 
y of Decembar 1945, 

Beforo lee 

(Sgd) Ratharced', 
Captain ?gal Staff, 

Dept. (411ce of thu JudGe Advocate General.- 
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PARTICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT 	2740 

Vartioulars of evidence arc contained in the state.aent of the Vollowing witness:- 

Officer Cadet DAIIDS(J:, Douglas Cun:int.;ham 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 	 2741 
(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 

responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, c z., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence; 
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

This appears to be a clea.• case..:order ana investiLnti .Ls on Ue scene of 
the crime are in I, o:ress 7:ith a view to obtain:in -furthr!r ev:-ence in sun ort. 

ac,msed has been listed as wanted. 

• 
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I. CtieLi-Eteo 

Date Submitted 	Decision of Committee I 

89758' 11443/11 boo" t+, 	S1&(' Ltd 5111 

9MAY 1946 



(For the Use of the Secretariat) 

T. -Registered Number. 
d'A 

30 .)1<, 	ler 	 

2744 
Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

1 MAY isaw 

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 
British 4.tiopa1  vrfick,IIARGES AGAINST. 	U.-LUZ . 	WAR CRIMINALS 

CASE No. 	4V.1..  ..V.1152. 

J. 	G.11;,..1441{0...GIOV4.141:a... 0. .07ruppo.o.J.14ai;. 

irigade. L:odevigo. 

(in .custody) 	 

• ........... 	• 

	Glf.611.41t0 Rai.A.TO 	 231ac.4 

tala zun Q.4: 	the 

above. 	 

	20..2ebxuary Gonche Di_CodeviLo, 	 

Piove Di ..Sacco, 	 

ltovince of..eauua,. 	 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

bo. 1 . ;4u.rder 

Violation of: 

The _LAW5 and UsaLcs of .ilfr_un. Iond.. 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

PrivateGta, a Corner ,prisoner of mx, after the Italian itsnistioe 
was shot and killed by one of a party of Italians of the 
Slack irigade. 

TRANSMITTED BY 	 .Office 	ikpt.j 

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

• insert aerial number under which the case is registered in the files of the National Office of the accusing State. 

(29454) WLP152 4 	5,000 6'45 A.& B. W.Ltd. Cp.685 
(30449) Wt.. P 11:73,17 5,000 10;45 
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PARTICULARS OF ALLEGED CRIME '2745 • 

 

No. 666b9 Pte. Thomas H. GAY, 24 N.Z. Bn. 	 was a prisonel,of 
war who escaped at the time of the Italian ,,rmistice from LilleceLtpc 
Fogolana detachment of prisoner of war cauq., /I; 120. 	On his escape 
he remained in the area and was fed by local inhabitants. 

On 20 February 1945, about 0930 hours, acting upparuntly on information 
received, eight members of the 31z,ck 3rigade of Codevigo, including the 
first named accused who was their leader, and his con aged 13 years the 
second named ac,!used, surrounded ite. GAY's hiding ilace - a boat house. 
On being uiscovercd Pte. GAY who -au unarmed rais,d his hnnds above his 
heap in token of surrender, but the second nameo accned s':,ot GAY with 
a machine-gun instantly Lining him. 	The body was left :there it lay 
and the eight men immeUiately loft the .,cone. 
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SACCO, 

2C, 	1+6. 

3. :1272 OF : 	DAL 1)112. 
?ICT■rt] 	F.;11110, 
Prgvioce 

:Jae, 
.\.L;od, 35 yo XS 
I'rofessor. 

dh saith, 

Prbia 28 Oct 44 Intil 3 	b-5 
sh 

Kew 2.;ealand PJ in 1:1:.; hU3u• 
 

GAY. 

About Christi.ias,t_im  

the men. 2hie 	
ig o 	A 

Thomas G.'17. -is the centn 1;:l: 

I have read- ove:. 	. 11 	 -.!.t is correct and 

true. 	I here'h 	
„1.y 

irec escaced 
• Y-.3 named Thomas 

...I these 
t t.A 1  and 

(3igne6 pDiili211A. 

I certify 	
the above sta- mment 

the medium of 	
Of 

zo ar 0, at -2-J:ov. 
(Signed) 

as ta:cen by me thro.ugh 

Interpreter, on 

7357132 Cpl. L.B. JOUES 
73 Section SIB• OMP. 

I certify tha the above tr:-..osltion from Italian ig correct 

and true to the best of my ability. 
. 

(Siile(L ) 
- Official Interpreter. 

C-1 

• 
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9 “ar 46. 

":— 	..utcn.io x 	 Male 
9. . - ,.1 	 di".) 	 .;go 31 years. 
r;( 	 _Farmer p _Du 

Vho sfdth, 
I recenisr. ..;he ncntru '2:,erson on the ::octocraL,11 !larked- 

exhibit ',y' - as Thomas (1_7. He w s, 	to 8 3er 43, a P, at a nearby 
camp. He escarcd at th,.. 	the arlistice but continued tc live 
around the r i.strict. Ife 	hel-ped by .qe ano ethcrs _or 1ccd and 
shelter. 

During 	he had bLen living; in .y house, but four or 
five days before he was 	led he b, cr, lo afraid of the continuous 
searches 	P -and sew.ht e21111;e in r, small boat —hich was in a 
boathouse near PGGOLIT... 1Tior to 	 uy house his clothing 
w' s washed and I xnew that he w s ..et in csscssion 	any firearms, 

On thc evening of 20 ).'cb j, 1 3rxi ITC:LI.) and rave 
some food. 

s 
:.bout 1630 hr.,, nelt -day:  on hearing that a an ha,d been 

shot in a boat at lVICAJ.Ji.„ I immediately thought of 	and went 
to the spot. There was no one present, 121d in the boat I 	the body 
of Thomas 	He had been shot treugh the head. I then came away. 

I can toll you no more. 

I have read over the -- ,:;)Irc st.euent. It is correct and 
true. I here%dth append rly ,ignaturc. 

31110.,20 

I 	 t 	 statuaent was :caken by me, 
through the uediu-.1 o2 	' 	 Interpreter, on 
9 licr 46 at C. - -0;1. 

1464a57 L, Et 
76 i..)(CeiC;n SIB a ao. 

I certify that the ,,'oove tr. ns1,-..tien from Italian is 
true 	corr,,ct to the hest of 

igned) 
I nterpro tor. 



 

FOGOLLC,. 

20th Lar. 46. 

2748 

Ei OF: NiLLIN Giovanni, 
Fogolancl, 
Codevigo, 
PLDUL. 

hale. 
:,-;e 27 yers 

Labourer 

 

.dhe saith, 

about 0900 hrs on a day in Feb 45 I wIl:; working near the Bridge at 
FOGOLLNI,. I was accompanied by ZENN:,R0 Giuselve. 

I saw arrive a group of CODEVI00 Black Brigade. Four came on bioyoles 
and four in a small motor car. Ofthe :(311 in the vehicle, one was GHELLERO 
Giovanni and another his son RLNLTO. 

The groul: held a conversation on thy_ bridge, then s,;read out leaving 
G=LERO Giovanni, whom I forgot to mention ;as their—GomrftndliN., standing on 
the same spot. They surrounded a 	boathouse, in vihich, was a small motor 
boat. 

I saw one of the men gc to the boathouse, then fire a shot into the ail". 
Other members of the Black Brigade closed in and I saw GHELLERO Renato firc 
a shot into the boathouse from his automatic rifle. 

I did not know at the time what he fired at, but later 	that he had 
shot a man who had been hiding. The dead man I now know was a British 

I saw GHELIERO Giovanni and his son REICTO drive off afterwards in the 
motor vehicle. 

I have had the above stz..tunt reaa ever to me. It is correct and true. 
I herewith as end 	signature. 

(A.gned) NI= Giovanni. 

I certify that the above statement was taken by me through the medium of 
WIVLSSORI :arid, Official Interpreter, on 20 "t:,ar 46, at FOGOLiiNA. 

(Signed) 14(48557  Sgt G. !EVIL:. 
78 cetion SIB C. 

I certify that the above translation fret; Italian is correct and true to 
the best of 7y 

(Signed) 1:aric 	_iORI. 
Official Interpreter. 
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2C 1:111. 46. 

'olana, 	 /1.r:ed. 35 years, 
Varm Labourer., 

11). o s . th 

C-n a day in Pa,  45, the date 1. do not reLlomber, about 0900 hrs, I 
was workin. near the brid2:e of VOGOLiKh.. 

I saw arrive at the. 	four members of the Black Brif,..ade 
COWTIGO. Tho:i name on hie:voles,. Not lok: aft.r ther.... arrived in a small 
motor vehicle in which • 	the on-  hander naned f.i1;57L12.0 Cdovanni his son 
PAIR.TO and. to other Black :r3r-'..rade members. 

The eipht men held a short conversation on the bride and I then saw 
(4-IIIT:4.;RO Giovanni order the v.v.:L-1 to poSitiom; which surreund.cd. 
boathouse about thirty yards from the •brid;,e. 

In the boathouse ilas a small motor boat which had on it Et wood.en cover. 

I sa:.-1.  one -)f the Black Bri"adc climb aboard the boat, lift the cover and 
imr.lediately fire a shot into the air from his pistol. I then say BROCC—DILILLO 
and GI'L..1-MIt.0 Renato approach the boathouse and as Glit=a0.112.:nato smt the man 

..-tho had been discovered and who had raised. his hands above his head, he 
dropped. to his knees, placed an automatic rifle to his shoulder and fire& 
The man, ,thom I now kno,... was a British 	(Iropped into the boat. 

aura 	the time that all this too:: •- lace (77!172.11,120 Giovanni remained 

on the _ 	:e and. after the shot had been fired -.;eiit •trefeitiatc to—the—iiiot or 

vehiCle. ;lc did not r7c to 	the body o-7 the dead ran - but drove away 

1-rith his son and the oth,r two 	arrf,ved •..-rith him. Thu other four 
membcrs left on their hie:'clos. 

I later on::: the body of the dead_ 1.:-v-J-1 and .74`,%; 	 been shot through 

the head.. ;lc 	wecs.ring 

I have hfla the above st:-.el.cat rerj. over to me: It is correct and truo. 

I herewith 	cad my signature. 

(Apned.:-  :41_211:4:RO Giuseppe. 

I certify that the above st:..tc'Icat •%/al: 	by ra..: threur!h. the mcaum 

V....DT..-_;;SORI 	 T.:-..i;erpretcr, on 20 	, at FOGOL.:i.. 

;Si :ned.‘1 14.64.8557 Eirt G. 
78 Section SIB 

I c 	y that the above translation froT1 Itali,7J1 in correct and tru.: 

to the best of 	ability. 

( Si r:ned 5 iari. 0 1, Ciff. 1.),30RI , 
Official interpret‘-r, 

alt', 
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CODEVIC-C. 
	2751 

15 liar 46. 

SPINELLI) 
Via Clarubbie, 	 .47;e 46 yrs, 
CUTlaGC. 	 Street Cleaner. 

ho saith, 
:;..'or the -past twenty si:: years I 	be en embleyed by 

the Commune of COD:IV:CC6. On rt, 	in 	t:-.ember of the Black 

	

of COWNIC-0, nit;.led . 2 a 	J =rime (new ctez- e.I.sc.,,d) 8  called at my 
house and instructed ,.ic to convey the body of a 	from -;:here it 7,-as 
lying inside a smE.11 boat near 	(CCtrali:;) bridge, to CODIVIGO 
Cemetery. 

1LOG hrs tne :3:71ae dry, t..cc....ompthied by 
3 7-Z ',OF ;:i-ohele 	 and 	I i1eno of CODEVICO, ho 
• rivin a s.-t.r,11 hor.„e-t. 	cart, I arrived 7-t the s ;ct in 
7CGui, 	previousl , 	c! 	 I vent to a small 
boat in a boat-house, arm,: . there sr.::: the dead body of a ..:tan, fully 

lyinE face uppe-ritost in the boat. I have been shorn 
",--hotoEraphs •.iariced 	'C', 'DI and 'Et and recognise the body 
shown in the photoil r:aphs as that of the ,aan whom I Sal; in the boat 
and no:: Know to he ..;:hera.As 

I placed the body on tilt; cart and tooic it to CODEVIGO 
Cemetery, where I placed the body in the :.:ortuary. 

::bout 15GC hrs the 	 accotapanied the Vice 
Tretore, Dr -ITIZICH, and a :,,hotoEr:.ler, all of PI M; 	;.J.-CCO, to 
COTEVIGO Cemetery. -!'he doctor c: grained the ooey aril the photographer 
took photographs. The Vice ..retore then c7dered me to bury the body 
in that cemetcrY. 

I obtained a coffin fro-. tat:. car:-..- rinters shop in CODEVIGO 
and placed the body therein. :.bout 	ors,. rt. 	whom I do not 
Know, arrived ancl c-neucted 	 ..ssisted by 
itilIZON Michele I int:-,rred the 1,ociz• in .':;CTIr.-1.C-o Goaetery about 18110.  hrs 
the same day. 

I have re2d ovc tilt, 	.tatt.:ment. It is correct and 
true. I ber.--Aiith afitend 	:ift.Z3L':C.UrU• 

(o:Lrned) S11.1T-.1..2.Ct Idetro. 

I certify that the above st;,..teuent ya.s tp.icen by me, 
through the ,aeditra of VALV J;sertl 	Official Interpreter, 
on 15 	4.6, at corirvic-o. 

(„,ioled) 7357132 Cpl E.B.JCNES. 
78 Section "alB 

I certify that the above translation from Italian is 
true a/.:: corr ct to the best of -fly ability. 

(Signed) :lario 
Interpreter. 
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i'IOVE DI SACCO 
13 :_ar 46. 

STATELENT OF:- FANCRAZIO 1:asiero, 
6 Via 24 ;iagzio, 
HOVE DI 3_,COD, 	 Age 57 Yn, 
PADUA. 	 Photwaphor. 

Who saith, 

On the 21 Feb 45, about 1500 hrs, I received instructions from the Vice 
Pretore of PIOVE DI SACCO, Giuse,ppe GASPARINI, to go to the ilortuary at 
CODEVIGO Cemetery and photograph the body of a man. This ..:an I now know was 
named Thomas Gra, an escaped P1. 

I went to the Cemetery and arrived about 1600 hrs, being then alone, and 
whilst preparing my equipment I saw the approach of a body of the Black 
Brigade of COD:VIGO. os I was afraid of them I left the Cemetery and went 
to a nearby house, returning only after the departure of the Black Brigade. I 
saw on my return, that the clothing of the dead man had been searched and -
such articles as toothpaste, toothbrush, comb, tobacco pouch etc were lying on 
the slab. These thinEs were not -present when I had first arrived. 

About 1650 hrs the Vice Pretore and Dr ANDRICH arrived. The doctor made 
an examination of the body and I took the photographs which are shown and 
marked Exhibits 'C', 'D' and 'E'. The negatives are marked Exhibit 'F'. 

N
On the same day thataI took the photograhs, it was voiced around the 

district that GHENERO Renato, the son ,f GHMLERO Giovanni, the Commander of 
CODEVIGO Black Brigade, was the one who ' :Id shot the Pd. I describe GHELLERO 
Renato thus: Age about 14 yrs, hei1ht about 51, build oledium, hair dark, dress 
black shirt, grey-green uniform. as of a violent and wIcked character. 

I forgot to mention that at the time I took the above mentioned 
photograph I was emrloyed by Luigi BL1TTISTI, a o:hotographer of PIOVE DI SoC00. 

I have read over the above statement. It is correct and true. I 
hereorith apdend my signature. 

(Signed) iasiero PANCRAZIO. 

I certify that the above statement was taken by me, through the medium 
of August OOLONNA, Official Interpreter, on 15 :arch 46, at PIOVE DI SACCO. 

(Signed) 14648557 Sgt. G. IkEPHiji. 
76 Section SIB CMP. 

I certify that the above translation from Italian is true and correct to 
the best of my 

(Signed) :august COLONN::. 
Interpreter. 
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PIOVE DI SACCO. 

14 Mar 46. 

STATEMENT OF:— Dr Cav AaRICH Pietr, 
PIOVE DI SACCO, 
PLDUA. 

',/ho saith, 

Male, 
Age 68 yrs, 
Surgeon. 

In my capacity ;_..s Comune Doctor I went, on the 21 Feb 45, about 1700 
hrs, in company with ;07v C7A(.1")ARIIII the Vice Fri tore, to the gortuary of 
CODEVIGO Cemetery. - 

There I examined the body of a man whom I now know to be a Pi named 
Thomas GAY. I found that he was dressed in a pair of woollen overalls as 
worn by a mechanic, and anderneath a brown coat and trouserso He wore a 
pullover and shirt. All the clothing was of civilian type, but the boots 
were of the type worn by militaryi The body was very clean. 

I found the cause of death to be a bullet wound which started from a 
point 11 cm above the centre of the right ear, the exit wound. beint, 8 cm 
above the centre of the left ear. The bullet, which I judge was of a type 
fired from a 'Mitria', had gone through the brain and death had been 
instantaneous. I estimate that the bullet had been fired from a distance of 
about 30 yards. 

The body was examined by me about 30 hours after death. 

The report that I made at the time, is contained in the file of the 
Communepand which is marked Exhibit 'Bt. 

As the shooting of the man was caused by the Black Brigade, I would 
say that that was the reason that a more strict enquirywas not held as to 
the Fits death. 

I later heard through the talk of the town that the person rho shot the 
Pit was GHELLERO Renato, though I cannot verify what I have stated. 

I have read over the above statement. It is correct and true. I 
herewith append my signature. 

( 	ANDRICH Pietro. 

I CERTIFY that the above statement -:ias taken by me, through the medium 
Jof i,ugust COLONNO, Official Interpreter, on 14 Liar 46, at PIOVE DI SACCO. 

(SGD) 	14648557 Sgt. G. MEPH.i.M, 
78 Section SIB CI.P. 

I CERTIF1 that the atcve translation from Italian is true and correct 
to the best of ray ability. 

(SGD) August COLONNA. 
Interpreter. 
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_Ix 51 yrs, • — FO Cr f..-;  

C. 2 	 , y 

CL■ T 	 j:11C, 

)t tabout 0930 sirs the 

I -.-;as cold that the per.on 

c Itenato, aged ::-.bit 

CeraNander of the 

To r:13r mew-ledge he -.-: 	so 

next ilorning. I did u...t see 

responsible for the Killing was 

15 yrs, and -..-:bose father 

Blacx 3rig^.de 	GODEVICe. 

It 

The -2.-)h. tos.r ...• 	.1; .7,7 (1 11.-:;iibit 	ybich I have been 

shonn, sho-..s Thoyaas 

I have had tie ..LsrArest tement read over to :le; 

is correct and true. I 	 .q)-racad ray sip,nature. 

..■ '(31-ff: 
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"ho saith, 

I first 	Tho.: ,.s 	̀.7 on the 3 mr,13. F.c.. was 

cscaT...,c1 	froa the P7 	::f 	 j 	ridcin his co.-anH to this 

district I provid(6 	 food :- .1-3/:1 sh.31tor. 

In -:.eb 45, the -31acK 	 starLd searching the 

district for escaped F. 	 Th s 	left 	house 

and toox r,..fuge in a 	 hidden in the ree6s on 

the 

I la.,t sa. hi.. • livo 	 23'.0 hrs on the. night 

of 20 )'eb L5yhen I tocx l'.DLt '6" Ai. 	 then in the oest of 

health and in 3ood 

(')ipn- d) * E'R.P.0 Cristiano. 

I certify 	the 	 st..te.aent N;as taxen by Tie, 

through the ,ediu.-1 if .,ui-ust 	 InterLretcr, on 

7 Mar 46, at CO.T.;GHESI CODEVICO: 

.(:Jignod) 1462055 7 
76  .̀.iectien ID azD. 

I certify that the above translation 	Italian is true 

and correct to the oest Of -.1y ability. -  

(oigned) 	 COLOI7TA. 

Interpreter. 

I 
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• 

STATELENT OP:- GASIALIFI GiuseI 1, 
9 Via Davila, 
PIOVE DI SACCO. 

Kalo„ 
Le 5C yrs, 

..,c r. 

Who states, 

On the 21 2eb 45 	as on - .anycecasioris, tc the :;retcrels 
absence, I war. acting 	71ce 	 :)1. SACCO. 

As requested by the a.'ocurator of State 	the Tribunal of 
PADOVA, I wont to the Cor..etery of 30DEVICO where, according to the 
lga,yor, the body of an unknown .,erson had been taken. 

Everything i have done s ics(rihed in the verbal ,rocess of 
the identification of the )ody, - Ihich was -ale out and is to be found 
in the file hearing the nuil,er 138/45 'rid whieh was given back the 
same day to the ,.rocurator of State f the Tribunal of PADOVA. 

The oroness bears the nirSher 938 of the register of the Procura 
of State of PADOVA. 

I subsequently su-Jmitted the :thotogrsphs vihioh I had made by 
the photographer BATTIM luigi fru:, PIOVE DI SACCO, %nd I perscnally 
gave instructio_s for them to be taken in profile from both sides and 
facing. 	The medical exrert, whc in 1:y presence carried out the 
operations, was Dr. AND-R121i ietro fu Antonio, residing at present in 
PIOVE DI SACCO. 

I know that the above mentioned file has been marked by the 
English authorities Exhibit IBI. 

(Signed) G. GASPARINI. 
V. 17-retore di PIOVE. 

Signature witnessed by: 

(Signed) 14648557 Sgt G. MEPHAM. 
78 Section SIB CMP. 

I certify that the above translation fran Italian is correct 

and true to the best of ry ahility. 

(Signer) 	VALVASSORI. 
Interpreter. 
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PADUA. 

20 Mar 46. 

2== n7:- ,77:OrrAD-717:7,0 771"SCG Marcellina, 	2emale, 
Ago 32 yrs, 
Housekeeper. 

Who saith, 

husbrald EDOARDO was 7lee Commander of the Blank Brigade of 
CODEVIGO and which was, I believe, attached to the GNR of PIOVE DI 
SACCO. He was shot and killed by Partisans at the time that CODEVIGO 
was occupied by thew. 

One day in Feb 45, t:-e date of which I do not remember, ry 
husband, accompanied by CHILI:MO Giovanni, who was his Commander, and 
his son Renato, went 	ratrol in the area of PCGOLANL, CONCH. 	I 
later heard that a !r.an 	killed and now know that he was en escaped 
British PIC 

MY husband never told me what actually took place on that day, 
but on a dey prior tc his arrest by the Partisans, he told me that he 
had not been responsible for the killing of the 

I heard through the 	of the village that GITMLT.IRO Renato had 
shot the P.17 vithout orders and after the 	had raised his hands in 
token of surrender. It v:s also said that because of that GNELLERO 
Renato had done, his father had threatened to shoot him. 

I can tell no 

I have read over the above statement. 
I herewith an end ny signature. 

It is correct and true. 

i J, ,Dgned FIUESSC Marcollina. 

I certify that the ahove statement -ir:s taken by 170, through the 
medium of VALVASSORI 1:aric, Official Interpreter, on 20 	46, at 

PADUA. 

(Signed) 146443551 Sgt G. 1,Ual 
78 Section SIB CMF. 

I Certify that the above trans.k,tizn from Italian is correct and 
true to the best of ny ability. 

(Signed) 'Mario VALVASSORI. • 
Interereter. 
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ST,M.f :NT CF - BROCC,DILLO r cella , 
Virg Roma, 
CODEVIGO, 
Province of P;LDUAL. 

CODEVIGO. 

19 1:ar 46. 

Female. 
.4L,ged 31 years, 
Maid. 

Zno.saith, 

brother was the Vice Comander of the Black Brigade of CODEVIGO. 

Hi:: na:,u was EDW,RDO but they usually called him FIORE. 

Alen I heard about the shooting of a man in FCGOLai. by the Black Brigade, 
my brother did not tell me at that tie who was responsible for the shooting. 

The day before he 	f'.rrested by Partisans he told me this story. 

He was present at FOGOL;IM and also present was GHELLERO Renato, son 
of the Com:-.ander of the Black Brigade of CODEVIGO. 

When the squad of Black Brigade al:proached the boat, without receiving 
any orders from his father, GHEILERO Renato fired at the -crisoner of war as 
soon as he saw him. He did net receive any orders from me or from his father. 

He told me that aftermrds the father of GHaTF,R0 Renato, was so 
annoyed that he threatened to kill his son with 

He did not tell me any more. 

The above statement has been read over to me. It is correct and true. I 
herewith apend ..y signature. 

(Signed) BROCCA,DELLiL Marcella. 

I certify that the above statement was taken by me through the medium of 
ViLVASSORI-:uric, Official Interpreter, rm 19 rr 46, at CODEVIGO. 

(maned) 14648557 Sgt G. Id:PHiLM. 
78 :erection SIB C:i2. 

I certify that the above translatin from Italian is correct and true 
to the be.,t of 	ability. 

(:2,igned) Mario VijAV-,3SORI. 
Official Interpreter. 
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ST,2111INT : GHELLERO 
Civil Prisor,, 

• Piazza Castello, 
.,Aged 4.8 years 
Faner• 

,;ho saith, 

I have been eautionel that I MI not obligel to say anything unless I wish 
to do so and that 	I do say will be s.- ritten down and may be given in 
evidence. 

(Signed) GHELLMO Giovanni. 

On 20 Feb 4, s as CollAnler of the Squad of Black Brigae of CODEVIGO. 
On that morning I hal to Lc; to COWCHE to collect, by order of the Chief of 
the Province, grain and foodstuffs.  -dith Pe went ,.y son /2E11,0.0 and two other 
members of CODEVIGO Black Brigade. 	e went in a small motor lorry driven by 
my son. There went also to CONCHS, the Vice CoLmander BRCUSIDELLO Fiore and 
five or six other members of my squad. They went. on Licycles. On arrival 
at a spot called i3OSCIIEr2014.•.., because of bad road, the vehicle could go no 
further and I loft it in the charge of my son and the other two and walked 
the rest of my journey. I searched the house of BOSCHETTONA, which stood 
about a mile from where my vehicle had stopped, and then made by way back. 
On the return journey,  I met Vice Commander B.RCC.DELLO and a squad member 
named MAWR'. This is the story they told. me; On their arrival at the 
river rear FOGOladiri, they saw in a boathouse nearby a man they did not know. 
They went towards him for the -purpose of making him prove his identity and 
when near saw the man raise a pistol as if to fire at them, whereupon one of 
the Black Brigade group fired his machine :un at him and killed him. The 
dead man was dressed in civilian clothes and a21-)arently it was not known 
that the pan who had been killed Was British and an escaped P.;. I only 
discovered that the dead man was British when I was wiaced in prison. The 
group had searched the body but had not found any identification. They had 
taken frora the body an Italian Eilitary greatcoat and a 'Beretta' 9 calibre 
pistol. I did not go to the scene of the killing and made a verbal report 
of the incident to the Black Brigarie 	.. asder of PIOVE DI S.:-.CCO, who was ray 
superior, I reported the man's :loath to a clerk in the Municipal building 
but there were no questions asked 	I was told that it wuld be reported 
to the Secretary and the 2odesta. I was never asked for a further report. 
I wish to state that neither myself nor 1..;:son REN30 was resent at the time 
of the shooting of the 1;;T. I always 	juty as a Fascist but on no 
occasion dial cause any harm to be dent) to 	I loft CODEVIGO on the 25 
or 26 41 45 and came to 	where I was c-:.._.tured in Jul 4.5. My son 
went away at the same time as I and. I have not heard of his- whereabouts since 
that date. • I wish to state that in Io,  capacity as Commander of CODEVIGO 
detaehrent of Black Brigade I assisted mahy persons to escape deportation to 
Germany and in the sr_me way hel.codPartiaam to escape capture by German 
troops. 

(Signed) GEETIPRO Giovanni. 

I have real over the above statement and have been given the opportunity 
to Lake any alteration or aijaition where necessary. It is true and is 
ir,ade voluntarily. 

(Sigted) Giii3t,T-1110 Giovanni. 

/I certify 

0 
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• I certify that the above stateLlent ;els taken by iae through the raeditua 
of COLONIL", .'.w:uz:t, Official. Interpreter, on I ?I:1r 46 at P..,DU..t. 

(Signed) 11+648557 3ct G. 17.2E11. 
78 Section SIB UP. 

I nertify 	the 	trarislatior froi:. Italian i3 true and correct 
to the best of 

(S'ii;nea) .•,u6ust 
Official inten;reter. 
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affidavits have been recorded from the following:- 

(a)  1. Fabian Jilvii; 
2. Lennaro Guiseppe: Lnd 
3. Nalin Giovanni. 

all of 4hom were spectators Au witnessed the 

) 4. RAL 	Pumpilio, who ti,d Liven shelter to Fte. GaY and 
to other N.L. escapees and who produce.> a photograph Arch 
he took of Ite. CaY. 

j. Fincato antonio, ho had Liven -hultur to ftc G:tY ir:mediately 
prior to 20 February 19•,j unu .,ho saw GaY's dead body in the 
boathouse about.100 hours on the day of GaY's death. 	This 
aitnes, identifi,:s the fourth witness's photograph. 

6. 3pinello Pietro, who remcved the bocky and ha( it burled. 
This aitness identifies photogr. phs taKen of the body Ailst it 
lay in the muctu:ry lirLor to burial. 

7. itncrazio Lauer° who tow: and produces photographs of the 
body in the mortuary. 

8. Dr. C.,v 	iletro wi.o exailined the ow." in the mortuary 
and describes the nature of the wound and cau:ie of death: raid 

9. Gaspani Guiseppe, the vice ±-Tetore of viove Ji Sacco whu 
ma:.e a record of the identification of the body. 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 	 2761 
4 

(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence; 
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

(aj The pri:Anry responsibility rests on the on the seconu nameu ac-useu 
for ahich there appears to be no defence. 	It i., clear that the 
first nareu accused sears a prima facie resi,onsioility since he aa:. 
the leader 4f the armed party .amt directed the operation to surround 
the boathouse. 

(b, The first named accused has made a statement under caution denying 
thLt either he or his son were present during the incident, and he 
lays the blame on another member of the party of eight aho was 
subsecuently shot by Italian partisans - as also were the remainder 
of the party of eight. 

(0) The case apl ears o be reasonably complete. 
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the kil1in by shootinj, of 1:o. n 
and r2/ 30:52-152 Driver ,71 ,1Lea 	, 	. 
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by a  1.1.•_./IL: 	 • 	 .a!,t 
ACI:..141• 	. 21a° so.coti.1  
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tirs/JA13,/;'...i/4.2/91.:.(2C.) 
OGC7+;;P.4.3e3 

•L';.• 	 !1:■. 	 . • 

• •  

• • 

2 

7.- 

fat i 	."!eo 

LT,11ed 	lore 	 . 

••• 4. • • a, 	0.• • • OW • 	say 4.10 dNeuce• won at.. 	•-• S • • 	 I. %.• 	 4.• 

.r T 

to .5 	t , A. O. 	munont 
56„ vno, est tirtc.41)13t-enfl, Lenion., 	rartkc) 

1 

1. J/..1110 1%0 	litO EP'. ,̀.."7::.1.3 	 e%.*:;t1 

r):,;ra 	tillery. 	On 22 .tulo 	(1',.)t2.11't 3 it F  
r-t Ctia prieoner or war clqvu ir 	Afrial !Ind Italy uatil Lztx-rirzd 

et Gen. 73 situated et 	c'boat :•?0 fr:Uerz.,treLa frcin 
oeceped frem thin comp 	 f.:1; 	 of 

2. Pro-.1 the on until 	 who X 	 •c y tbc,  
rovonce I spent most of 7..17. 	 rer.r tho 'VILLA (7;01IT:::.. 

	

nero wore three .-"thor o:-pr.-.sonrs ovfn,, 	'. 
enc of April 19144; their 

Private Jettes 
Privnte (Eries (0.14X)11 	norQn 	 ati, 
Driver anufee DIDC(X7, 

On tbveo eepn:Aitf,  000so-lon” Yi .-!..)i/t t4 	 tget 41:7=2;1 to 

	

occupied territory but 	ere 	 ,̀;4,  tal.ways rotriod 
to tbe noighbourhooi.7 of VTLT....1 	e.:3 tIze 	 it•exe QE12_1(.1 
and other 7-)enzer.ts nor by, .copt 	 coo& 

3. 	Towc.z.Y.Is ti./10 end 	p 
the niiti.voo wet 	 to 6k-it reltaotan.!:, 
of repriosie by the Crerrnans who hn(1.1. f:71,rna:t,T 
reprise la ro /IC-Arbour 	1/43=-13 t .3;1 
been 1ookin8 after urt b.e.O. bow? c gccA 
1411,111 CONTI and wsnt into hidine, in t. 
:In turns to ep <rat in 

t>. 	On 30 Apr11 	ant 
did not get took that 
wrong but it wmo not untll V.112 

who told tin thr..-1: 
Lv G v3.11.f.tg* y):1'nr 	 name 
had asked for food. 	The per.onnts 	. hf.r7, 
them vrirrJ„ 	3.01ii.,011 -and DITC;(*.a. 	 I .  
wbioh the7 %slanted mil 	t.r) t.ek(2 
to have it 	ttsout'fle. 
beined  in en uprovir aLd the y2UOZ.,F)till 
DILCCar. L;en t for the '..k.'r.-annt tthe cam err. 
COM.  fUltl./C.A. 	tho nest Flas tre -ltzgas.r:  
tbAt they hat:, LA:on tE.1:.o.n frrn 

thir mc 
aivc w 	 to ienr 

....C.I'r";3 
%fr !tit..1 

a7 Or 
t`0 

. • 
ric. riot a 'SU: 

on 1-172i rrei.dc,r.ito „icy '2nd 
be.:1 ugy to npro 	gavo 

jfl b.c....:ae 
tn 

eze.'ect int 	holo 

1,7 to tbr, gaol t 
talel rx-i_1.;?1 and rlysell' 

. 	s the at 
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we heard. of GORDVN and DILXX ?: untIl 

5. 	(L tho day ms ITerc lib,Ixatcd ,A‘ch 
the vxim CONTI viherc 1 mea told b the. vict:t 11D1, tint Ur anCk 
DIDOWY had been ohot on about 2 i..by in CU. 	)2;-  the Ttc-xlata not:InP. 
under orders from the Germano. tft,:ir 	ucqt 	C,  
I ltierst the nemea oi; t=ie Xtalinn f 	 on.,L3,cdtc 	:manc 
capture GOulX:h nnd DiDCOC-A. 	r - 	- 	 DWG 111:40  t X Law 
it to a mcnter of tn P1c1theLee 	f 	_ 	 so,,zetim,  ;!) 4u1:i 
aftcr t 	bIYTh 	: - 	. %. . 	 :zpow the 
a:17.x of these lvalinno 	*c aaid Inrc C.173" 	 I olao 
learnt in COn:LIVAN2A the,: vthrJ:-;TWCE; aD,11 	 chot, txothor uIth 
4 oth.. esc-prieoncre 	ti o 	 tO 	thz,T. 	A 
17-asciat effloor, snmedcOiLI,VO6 	t 	eracetion rald X41:1J) he 
sari that 6kZcii mvn pot &.s.a he .111ot him Cf:', 	',Aravo.e, .:.0=FriCti. ran 
wen knoll by marY of the inhaUtants 	 co-7-nitted 

slur/net es-larno.1:11-5 2f 

a 

6. X (17; not llnow the nnme • 11,z:Voer 
viuinity oV G0,717DMIV.. 

7. 1 had in PY pmeesolo, vatil I htle.: 
at AZOOLI, a copy of c not-lco - .13tad at 4.;i. 
thst 6 ex-prloovern of wor hcid.b,?en chot fo 
of tho diotrict, The narm o Ui 	vas 
the notice, 

).0 the 

tj 1;e a<Af2 7-'c',OUraty .C"CaiCC 
;f;  ti:Lir te po7w1atien 

r4.1d 
i; typo 	tic bf)ttem 

SoLEal by the clove named John 'thonnott, 
nt 6 F;pring Ga1,2ens, in the oitj of 
Vrestilinatax, this ,, 	 day of 
arch 1946, J. 7:_j0n1;ctt. 

(:aned) 	ix:; 
Captain Lego/ StaiT, 

Pil, 'Dept. Office or the judco tie-oFats 
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li,::2LARL-.4442./aLir) 
COCIVillY) 

'ir 5.Vi (s. Gt 
57r...74.1 rxma. OF 'i -s 
iia 73x. Pl'IISCY:Tfot 

ITALY. sizi ma 191 

2;1'13) 
OCT27Ii':. CV SIX 

Co7fintiViTXTZA 

"ow" 	•ne••••■••-••••••••• •••••••••0 •••••••••••• 

British 	Orrief chvi.co 

Unit ed J on i "Cal. Cri!C Co.-A.-A ti 

APPIDAV 

I, Private. Thcim STItAPp :11,1ast Su1rcy 	 rc-onthco dilreno 
at 9, Amios Street, IIATTPIRSLIA, 	3A•to oath C'.flt. 

I was captured near `...11T,IS 1n ram 
3311.soner of War camps in North. Africa c-r.d 

19.14.3,1 ozostvel. ftcri this 
in the COLIERAI\TZA arca eoL,  tont of the -4-k 
July 19/4, 

Fanoccl thy cug,1: vr.vicus 
:Ctnly, and arl-ived at Coin 53 75.1t_CV2A 

n fle-1/.:cr1:er I 9!:.3., 
0 1  unti1 -tido area wan literr.tcc:l;  

2, 	On Cr about the 1t of 1,co.y 9114 .1, .riith come of ■-.Zr cororaclen, war-. in 1i:ill-ins 
in a cavo near C01$11.1N!1 :.Z.A. eemetry. 	At oc!...e 	eca.ly in the liorp.iny, 
sounds of what appeared to he 	p_:un 	 -frcrl the d-.lrcr.-..t.L.n o:r.' the 
cometry, this fire only lastca a short 	e , anI ':at 	 d by a nue o irn • 
of single shots. 	We 6.id not rczr cn at onticn to this as we thou:21;1c it -can 
probably GerZEMS on ti.aininL, 	ail 	eve !ing, ho;;L:ver, scoo 
came to bring us food and they told uo 	ccra: B.th c:: Vrf,_uonol.p 	lif Cl 

been picked up on the previoutni, n(1. Ind bon shotthat morning" They aloo 
gave tt it a typewriti;on piece of taper c.:.-ving, in the Ital:ian larEur,-0, the renconn 

for the shooting of t haze izcn., 	One of '61.43 It rairalo tranolatea thin decui:lent fo:: me, 
and tho substance ot the miting TIV.5 that ::heza 	 fcr 
robbing and demoralising the district., 	;I: do net :mow the 	tiny of thor.:e 
who were shot nor e.o II altr,'t the ntmes of r tyVar.ei:Vcs cr Ccrr.r ::es,:cno:lble for 

the shooting; 

3 	I have hoard. of a I.'aseist (naici to :0 an officer) 	P.OSCIOLI. who 'te 

ware roxned against as bains viclently Ant 	:Loh 	I. alco had inforriati ;.:11 
he had been responsible for the captu2e e:Z ccveial 	)-!.2..itish prisoners of 771r.. 

SWORN by the said THOS aiTAT? 
at 6 8prinz; Gardens in the City of 
PreSTMENISITRth1.0 TTfIY IPL3.1.1 ac.ty 
of MARCH 19/1.6. 

SWORE ME, 

(SIGNE10) 	7", HONK. 
C!ite.in Legal Staff c 

Military Deloextment, 
0Mico of the judge Aavoeate 
LONDON, 

. "2. . '11t1  17P, 
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CONTRADA COST: 

    

Statement of :- 

   

FERRETTI Gino, farmer, aged 31 Yeerr• 
son of Umberto, 
residing at CONTRADA COSTE 2, 
MONTELPARO. 

Who states ;- 

.About September 1943, I joined the local patriot grnup of 
MONTELPARO and took an active part in fightine and hindering the 
German and Fecist troops in the area surrounding MONTELPARO. 
After the armistice tetween Italy and the Allies was signed, there 
wore a great number of escaped prisoners of war roaming the country-
side, who had eucapod from the various concentration comes in the 

provinces of ASCOLI PICENO and MACERATA. 	The faciete in this :Iron 
from time to timo would make organised searches for escaped prisoner: 
of war and one facist, a certain ROSCIOLI Sottimio of MONTP.-RINALDO, 
who was the Political Secretary of the facist party in MONTE-RINALO 
and whom I have known for six or seven years, took a very active 
part in organising these searches for escaped prisoners, and I know 
he was very ruthless in this work. 

About January 1944, I was in MONTELPARO,, when I saw ROSCIOLI 
Settimio in oompany with a militiaman. 	ROSCIOLI stopped Inc and 
said to me, 'You are a prisoner', to which I replied 'No'. 	There 
were a number of people standing by, who;  on hearing ROSCIOLI refer 
to me as being a prisoner, informed him otherwise 	ROSCTOLI W3S 
satisfied and went away. 

About the 24th or 15th February 1944, I was returning From 
SARNANO with another pRtrict, who at this time was living near to the 
cemetery in AMANZOLA. 	This: patriot, I am unablo to remembee his 
name, entered his house and I continued walking along the road to 
COMUNANZA 	When T. was about 50 metres feom this house I steeped. 
and on looking round, I saw a number of men. v-ho, 	could see, were 
composed of racist' and Germans, surrounding the house, amenEr,st 
these men, I recognised ROSCIOLI Settimio. 	At this time I saw the 
patriot, whom I had just left, along with his father and mother, 
walk out of the house. 	I saw ROSCI OLI and another facist raise 
their riflos and fire a number of shots at the throe persons. 	I oa- 
them fall to the ground and shortly 4.fterwards the patriot and hie 
father and mother died. 	I did not go to the house, but carried on 
my way to MONTELPARO. 

On the 26th of April 1944, I swags reterning from SARPAND to 
MONTELPARO, having been to SARNAND to deliver some letters for the 
patriots there. 	When I was near to SANTA Vr?TORIA, 1 caw a i)costy 
of four men and amongst those men wa.1 ROSCIOLI Settimio. 
those men were armed with automatic ee.flee and hand 	 f en,  
ROSOIOLI and the other throe men firing their rifles at some 
prisoners and patriots who were endeovouring to necwee. 

grenaael of 

During thi: 
incident some of the prisoners made heir eseeoe, but two British 
and one American prisoners were arreoted and taken to MONTELPARO, 
from where one of these prisoners male his escape. 	The other two 

were then taken to ASCOLI PICENO. 	: was later told by a fellow 

patriot that those two prisoners werl late)! shot, along .with two or 
throe more -orisoners, near to the co!-tcre.  in COMUNANZA. 	A-ehert 



2169 

time afterwards ROSOIOLI was again in MONTF,LPARO a,nd I was standing 
near to him by the canteen, when I her  hee. rc him boasting that he had 
shot the two prisoners he had previouely arra3ted near to SANTA 
VITTORIA, near to the cemetery in 00MUT4.NZA. 

I was later told that ROSCIOLI woo involved in the uhoot5.ng of' 
four escaped prisoners of war at the L1A-OEB bridgc, near 
MONTEDINOVE. 

This statement has been read over tr tc 
	

It is true and 
correct. 

Sig-10C :- V.0-!RETTI Gino. 

Statement taken in Italian, read ;vur and signature witnc3zy33 
by Official Interpre:or, PANICCIA C1ou310, in the sx.enence of 
Sergeant ANDERTON, (:)? 80 Section, tiTec%a: Investigation Branch, 
O.M. Police, at MONTELPARO, on 24th Ocotor, 1946 

I certify that tho atove ste';omen in z1 t-..2uo translation of the: 
original to the best of ny knowlodgo ald ability. 

PANICMA Claudio. 
• 

S.T./. 
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PARTICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT 
42.71•70 

1. 

1. An af...'ijavi 	1,,;,,  ,. •/..v:, ,..; .:o'liti _ , 	_, , , ....,. L .,_. 	•-_-.-'  

rirroct of (k..Dcd; r.-.,,CL _,::_..)._,\.....;.,.., 	nr.C.; oil ..._. ;...._.......1 ::.• a3.3.....,::,. 	,,,;_,•:,1.i•_, a -!..,Lon :„,i 	: ....: 

$1100 ',..in;, and of ..lie no',..i.oe si-ned by 	... . 

2. ;six a.fi'i.C..avit by 1'riva4:0 -:i101.1a2 .:i......::. :- , i, an t :31.u..roy ..Ze;:)_:‘,ent, •eiho heard tlie 

sliootLn; .frol-. a IliditiL: -Lance 1.,:ni. 1:::t3 .....,; L. 	, , and wlio alr:o ,:i‘R..:..;Llotalls o'..:' 't-,1-le 

not -!..co refe.1•red to abbe. 

3. .1 state ,.,nt 1)y ;lino 1.;'._._[...:..:.-..1 .2.: ,".rat'....- 1. 	,' -,.• .C57 of 7:,.,,,..' _Is 1.1.:12U , '4:10 S7tA1 1:7/0 

ritish and one .,-tr:lerican 1...:. ... on.• ...,,,. ' L• .... 	,.....7.7 at : :;;7''_;74 1,:...2.0 oil tIle 

rii I Ali.. 	$_2. 12'21 later ;.leard. .1t2i-ruLLI .,;,:-..;'-:,_(iz 4:.:•11-c. 7:e 1.1net shot. two of noso 
.i.-,.:H.:. 
:',:i;,-----• 	ixisoner::, of wnr nea. •;;;;:t.1....:.;.*. c0yet:31.y. 

:.-., 
.--,-;.-,t• 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 

(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence ; 

(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

di.rot ev"..dence "..: 21'.....-.'-.:'..n :  ....., 2k_a_,I ",,n t".':, oh.o.)1; n , rind 
alth.oul:11 t1.2 ..ii,:ness _`..;.._ ..',.277" overheard. h .2-1.,:,I bon.-,-'2 . ..- :  t...,-'2 	c "..n,:, •:i.,ot two .'.._ . 
these t- 'o -.- :..- of ....- not i..e in fnct anLr uf the s 	- o , .,: 'Li ( ".).? ..,':IIC:1 lour wore 
1U116.en t .t.' ...::.; 	'j t.; . 'lit:3(i. 	.:1 	. ..... ■ 1  S LlOtiee, t.i(1 %1110 '.; : .' L; .ot O. O 	anout the  

• i  7 -C' 	i;:11.(..; 0 ,.1..i3C1-1(2...3 cap42.,_red on 	. ,. 	.6th ._ ....11, bat ...t is not 
-):. ..::!‘nt dny ,,o-.• --,..-. whnt dato - .L's.:7:-....T L'C'alr:' ' -", . 	.. ' t.:-1•11 	_ 	..:",-i: :)onstln:7, 

about the shoot"..:-. 	,:-.;:,:., f,J; 	,„ ., ---.....: :,-.--4..c'....11'. .•.,' 
.11C...:It...:IJI .../: s -.L. • "Licl:. , ■ ::: 7.!1 n H.11.1.11:. 	.n n -7n,. 
exiv.i.ned at 	;,..".., _. :....; ::,, 	,.n• .,.' ',h :.....,......  

evid .nce desirable .../ith reard to 
notice snying  that p...ison,2-..rs owor 

Incriminn. Le hi: 
. _ , 	cOSLiine that he ;ave the 

ns he will 
.i.;zolvet.1 in .ne :latter. 

Ars accused, direct, blt 
the second accused. 	rile mere signing of a 
had been oho-. for bandiGry is not suf'icio: 
was ,:;o_randant of th 	,13r...i3on at •; 
orders for t. 	 Le chonld 	a,_ 

prooably have eviden.:e t 	5ow 

It ';.) .1d be l osni:d.e or the fir5t accused to plead that he had orders to 
exec,:. 2 the prisuLors 	thrt as far as 	'mew that the:  had heen J-ilty of 
banditry and te-rorisa%ion. 	In view, however, or '2W:0:I'8 dealings with 
escaped prisoners of war :enerally, this iefence should not be difficult to upset. 
If it ts proved that the second accaseu p 	the. shootin;- of the 1-.0.1. without 
trial, ok that, having heard-nbut the shooting after it had been carried out, and 
having regard to his official position, di nothing to punish the peri e'rator, Lt 
is diffic.lt to sue what defence he could raise, other than :ossibly "no orders 

of a superior officer." 

'This case is at p:.esent very um. isCactory, a witness of t 	hhootin_ is 

ell ost essential, or at least a 	.5 that can corroborate 	'I's staterent. 

To viT3 of the fact tha-., the exec .t. 	JP1; public ':nowledge throujlollt 
very soon after its occurrence, -It 	_robable t'. - .e Yas s ,e eye-w.ltness of 

tha nctual execution and who nay sti:: be resident in J., 	. 	.:fforts 

he ;lade to a 2rehend nnd mestion 	_• • 	2he head of 	 :014c shoad 

oe ased if he can .1.0.,ce ha o%ice with 	's nvcie on it, nuk7, .7htch wns 

• handed to then in : 	by lrivato 
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(For the Use of the Secretariat) 

Registered Number. 

3.104/OKI ,),13102 

2773 
Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

i AMY 1946' 

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 
British  National (7,ffice CHARGES AGAINST.... Iti l an ......................... WAR CRIMINALS 

CASE No.. WIAL.15.4.■ 

  

     

(1) Col. ZUWARI, commander of the 63rd Tagliamento 

	(.2) 	(Apt. 11Ab4a,  oompay  commander  of the .  Ord Tagliamento Bn. 
	(.3) 	Capt. VENTORINI., 	believed to be a  Fascist  pnlitical agent  
	 attached to the  Ord Tagliamento  
	/..(4) 	 Qappellano Antonio INW-tr;j0IAL4GLI,  chaplain to the 

63rd 2agliamento 4n.  

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

15th .tpril 1944. 	 Varallo  

Province of Vercelli 

M. R. D5507 
1: 200,300. 	 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 
Breaches of Inter-
national Law. 

No. 1.  Murder 

j,-;under 

Violation of the laws and  usages of war  contary to 

regulation  2, of the Geneva convent ion. 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

In April 1944 the 63rd Tagliamento 104, under the command of the 
first accused occupied the area of Varallo. 	At this time several 
British prisoners of war were hiding in the countyside, dressed in 
civilian clothes. 	Amongst them were the three victims in this case, 
who together with a number of Italian partisans were captured by the 
63rd '1agliamento lin. 	on the 15th April 1944, the three ..oitish prioners 
were marched from the school in Varallo, where they ,sere being held 
prisoner, to the cemetery wall where they were shot in the back. 	"he- 
bodies were then interred in the local cemetery 

TRANSMITTED BY .. J. ,. ;' s office 	Jepartment. 

 

    

• Insert serial number under which the case is registered in the flies of the National Office of the accusing State. 
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1rree escaped 	prisoners:- 

No. 84.7083 	';`rank 
2. '4(:). v-A.)75 	c. 	 I. • ) 
3. No. 3314J81 3p 1 . • 	(E.L.I.) 

dresses: in civilain olctnes here hiding in tne Varallo district. 
2ney were captured in a round up on the 9th ,pril 1914. and imprisoned 
in tae sch-n1 at ',"arallo. 	In the early hours of the 15th 	194.4, 
a sentence of death was read to tnea uy the third accused. 	_ it 0o03 
hours on the 13th 	they received holy Jonamuninn from k3appellano 
i.ntonio Intreccialagli the chaplain to. the 63rd ragliamento 	who 
stated that their deaths nad uen ordered by the first accused at 
1130 flours on the 15th 4)ril. 	2he victims with hands tied behind 
taeir oaoxs were marched to the cemetery where they were shot in the back. 
The officer present at the shooting, believed to ue the second accused 
went up to the viotims after they had ueen shot down by the firing 
party and shot each victim in the nead with a pistol. 
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Via Pio Franzani, 
VAR-LLO. 

21 Dec 1945 

STATEMENT OF:- CORTE Battista, 
Via Pio Franzani, 2. 
VARALLO, 
PROVIIICE OF VERCELLI. 

Who saith, 

Male, 
Aged 39 yrs. 
Fishmonger. 

I am an inhabitant of VARALLO and have lived in this town all my life. 

At VAR,ZIO, on the 9 April 1944, about 1600 hrs. 
Milanese, Piazza Bocioloni, V-R4',LLO, I was taken into 
of the Guardia Nazionale Republicane, and escorted to 
Piazza G. Ferrare.• There.  I was charged with being a 
aiding the Partisans. 

whilst in the Cafe 
custody by two members 
the Scuola Comunale. 
Partisan and with 

About 1800 hrs. I was interrogated and was then placed in a room in 
which there were other prisoners. 

A fellow prisoner pointed out to me two men, handcuffed together, as 
being two Englishmen, and a third man also handcuffed as-being an Australian. 
I later came to know these. men as FRANK MILLER, JACK McCRACKEN'and WILLIAM 
BROWN. 

I have this day been shown by Sgt. HiMPFEDI W.E., S. I. B. photograph 
exhibits marked "A", "B" and "C". 

"A" I recognise as FRANK MITJ.M. 
"B" I recognise as JACK. MnCRACKEN. 
"C" I recognise as ':■11-oLIAM BROIN. 	They were the three Allied 

soldiers who were imprisoned with me in the schoolroom. . 

At 0200 hrs. on the 15 ,Iril 1944 we were taken individually into an 
adjoining room and there our sentences were read out to us by a man in 
civilian dress, whose name I was told later was Captain VENTORINI of the 
Legione Tagliamento. This was the man I had previously been interrogated 
by. A total of twenty-six prisoners, including myself, and the three 
Allied soldiers, were sentenced to death. 

My description of CuptainVENTORINI is as follows:- 

Age 	..bout 37 or 38 yrs. 
Height 
	

" 5 ft. 6 ins. 
Build 
	

Robust. 
Face 
	

Round, with red complexion. 
Hair 
	Dark brown in colour, greying at the temples, and 

brushed straight back. 
Eyebrows 
	

Thin. 
Eyes 
	

Light Brown. 
Nose 
	

Regular. 
Mouth 
	

Small 'nd tight lipped. 
Teeth 
	

Sound. 
Moustache 
	

Light Brown and clipped. 
Beard 
	

Small and closely clipped. 
Wears pincelnez and has 1st. or 2nd. finger missing off right hand. 
Wore light brown civilian suit. 

At 0600 hrs. the same day, Holy Communion was administered to all of 
us by CAPPELLANO ANTONIO INTRECCIALACLI, of the Legione Tagliamento. 

He said, that our deaths had been ordered by Colonel ZUCCARI, 
Commandante Legion Tagliamento. 

/He 
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• 
He said, that our deaths had been ordered by Colonel LUCCARI, Commandante 

Legione Tagliamento, and went on to say, that, if we cared to write to cur 
respective homes, we could do so, and he would forward the letters on. 
then sat down to write, at a table with about fourteen others, amongst whi:th 
were the three Allied soldiers. 	On completiont'all letters were collected 
bi-C..PPELLLNO ANTONIO INTRECCL1LAGLI. 

I have this day been shown by Sgt. H1MPFEN 7.E., S. I. B. a photograph 
marked Exhibit "D". (INTRECCILLAGLI), which I identify as the C.J.T.71T,ZO, 
who administered the Holy Sacrement. 

..bout 0900 hrs. Colonel ZUCC-RI.sent for me, ,and informed me that as 
I was the father of six children, he had decided to set me. frde, on condition, 
that my sixteen year old son, FRANCO CORTE be held as hostage. He told me 
that if in future, I, associated with, or assisted the Partisans, my son would 
be shot. 	I was then set free. 

I did not see any more of the people I had been imprisoned 	but I 
afterwards heard, that they had been shot outside of the local cemetery, 
IrRa1,0, about midday 15 April 1944. 

I have had the above statement read over to me. 	It is true and 
correct. 	I herewith append my signature. 

(Signed) CORTE' Battista. 

I certify, that the above statement was taken by A, through the 
medium of DI ZGGIO Alfredo,. Official Interpreter, in the presence cf 
Sgt. ,..SBURY N. on 21 Dec 1945. 

(Signed) 955185 Sgt. HIMPFEN W.E. 
78 Section, S.I:B., C.M.P. 

I certify, that the above statement from Italian, is correct and true, 
to the best of my 	 • 

(Signed) DI 1.11,GGIO Alfredo, 
Interpreter. 
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Commune of Varallc, 
ITARALLO. 

21 Dec: 46. 

'wed 27 yrs. 
:eriest. 

3T.:.TEMENT OF:- N.,"iSCIMBENE Giovanni,. 
Oratorio, 
MULL°, 
PROVINCE OF VERCELLI. 

Who saith, 

I have been a :riest for three years during whist time, I have served 
in VARALLO. 

On the 9 April: 44, I was in the Via Don Giuseppe 	VARALLO, where 
I saw, a number of Italian civilians being marched towards the Scuola 
Comunale, shish I knew was used by the Fascist, Guardia Nationale Republicane, 
as a prison. 

Amens the prisoners, I saw an Australian soldier whom I had previously 
given food. 	I did not know him by name. 

At 0900 hrs. on the 15 April 44, a rumour was circulating to the effect 
that a number of men, who were then being held prisoner in the school, were 
going to be shot sometime that day. 

Abcut 1130 hrs. on the same day, I was outside the Scuola Comunale when 
saw nine men-in civilian dress, with their hands bound behind their backs, 

escorted from the Scuola, by about fifty Fascist soldiers of the 63 B-Itaeliene 
"M". 	Among these prisoners was the Australian soldier. 

I fcllowed this party of men to the local cemetery of VARALLO, and there, 
the nine men in civilian dress were lined up: facing a wall outside the cemetery. 
:3ehind the men was a firing squad consisting of eighteen men, under the command 
of a Sergeant, whom I cannot desnribe. 

An Officer then arrived on the scene, and told the prisoners that if 
they would join the Guardia Nazionale Re:;ublicane, they would not be shot. 
Not cne man responded, and this Officer whcm I cannot describe, then gave 
orders to the Sergeant in nharee of the firinl: squad, to carry on with the 
executions. 

The Sergeant then -- ye the order to fire. 

Each man.was shot in the back, in the region of 
dropped to the ground, and the ()Meer whc had given 
choice of joining the Guardia Nazionale Republicane, 
each in turn, and shot him through the hand with his 
were then interned in VnRLLO Cemetery. 

the heart. 	All 
the prisoners the 
or dying, went to 
revolver. 	The bcdies 

I have this day, been shown by Sgt. IIMPFEN, S.I.B., photograph 
exhibits marked "A", "B", and "0" respectively. 	("A" MILLER, "B" MbORAOKEN, 
"C" BROWN). 	I recognise these as being three of the men, shot in my 
.presence at 1200 hrs. on 15 April: 44, outside the Cemetery, I/A.4+1LO. 
I recognise as being the Australian soldier to whom I once gave food. 

I have had the above statement read over to me. 	It is true and 
correct. 	I Yerewith append my signature. 

(Signed) NASCIMBENE Giovanni. 

I certify that the above statement was taken by me, through the medium 
of DI MAGGIO ALFREEO, Official Interpreter, in the presence of SGT. ASBURY N. 
on the 21 Den: 45 at VARALLO. 

(Signed) 955183 Sgt. EIMPFEN 
78 Section, 0.1.13., C. M. P. 

"B" 
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I certify that the above translation from Italian is correct -.nd true 
to the best of my ability. 

(Signed) DI MAGGIO ,afredo, 
Interpreter. 

• 

• 
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-VINCE OF VER.071-J  I. 

8. 

STATEMENT OF:- 	 fendente, 
• Bar $vci. 

FOB 
PROVII• 

iiho saith, 

Lced 58 yrs. 
Cafe IroPrietor. 

I am a Cafe Proprietor and have lived in FOBELLO durinf7 the past 
twelve years. 

In March 1944, two escar,ed British P.O.Ps., dressed in civilian 
clothes came to FOBELLO, and remained in the surroundire: hills for about 
three weeks. 

I speak a little Enrlish and I made the any'intance of the two 
Britishers, as a result of them oec,sionally visitina my Cafe. 	I 
believe the christian names cf the two men were FR.;11K and :11,1.1;,ii: 
respectively. 	I did not see them in FOBELLC after the third week cf 
March 1944. 

A the beginning cf 	1944, a Comiany cf the. 63 BataElione, 
Legione Tagliamento, under the ccm.-nd of a Captain EaBRI, came to 
FOBFLT,O, and billeted themselves in the AlberEc Posta. 	Cf4tain F. BRI 
occasionally visited my Cafe and in this way I came to know. his name. 
Beyond saying that he was a tall 	I am unable to describe Captain 
F.,,BR1, but I think that I should be able to recorniso hi_ ag:dn. 

Lbout.0800 hrs. en the 7 ;,3ril 1844, a Serfaeant and two Erie ate 
soldiers, all of the Com'eany stationed in F0EU,01  calm into my Cafe 
and the Serpeant informed me that Captain FABRI wished to .see me at once 
at the Alberro Posta. 	I accompanied the three men.tc the Alber:Ic, and 
there I was placed in a rooml  in which there was 'Areay five local 
male civilians. 

• 

About 1000 hrs. the same morning, 	111,-.ERI entered the room 
with - man in civilian dress who 7. had.previcusly seen in FOBELI;01  and 
had been told that he was a deserter from the German .:,rmy, and had been 
associ-tinr with Partisans in this area. 	-.E.VBRI, then in turn pointed to 
everyone in the room and in Italian, asked the Germ '.n which of us he knew 
to be Partisans. 	In rather good.  Italian the German informed the Cal twin 
that three of us were Partisans, two Communists, and myself he only knew 
as a Cafe Proprietor. 	then informed us that we were about to be _ 
taken to the Bataglione lieadquarters, 	 eiLhteen kilometres distant. 

about 1030 hrs. we left FOBKLO by motor lorry and proceeded towards 
VLRALLO. When about four kilometres. from VAW,LLO, the vehicle was 
storied by an Italian Officer who I knew tc be Colonel ZUCC-RI, Officer 
CommandinE 63 Bataglione, Lerione Tagliamento. 	olonel ZUCC,RI conversed 
with Cnytain FABRI, after which he turned to us 	told us that we would 
be taken care of. 

• 

On arrival at Bataglione h, 	which was at the Scoula Comunale, 
Piazza G. Ferraro, our names were taken by an Officer and then we ware 
transferred to •a room in the basement the door of which was kept secured. 
There I saw about thirty other male civilians and -._nEst them - iere the 

two escaped r.o.w., who I had met the previous month in FOBELLO. 	They 
were I-',nd4buffed tofether. 	I went over tc them and they told me that they 
bad been informed that they were going to be transferred to a P. 	c%L.p. 
They pointed to a young fellow in civilian dress who was %Ise-handcuffed, 
and told me that he was an AuStr Ilan soldier. 	1 did not sleak to the 

Australian. 
/Two 
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- 2- 

Two or three days later '.e were all taken individually to an office 
where we were interrogated by a man in civilian dress, whc, I was later told 
was Captain VENTORINI. 	I cannot describe this can but believe I should be 
able to recognise him aeain. 

At 0300 hrs. on the 15 April 1944 we were again taken one at a time 
before the men, who I believe was Captain VENTORINI. 	He told me that 
because I had served wine to Partisans in my shop I was to be shot. 	I 
later spoke to the two Britishers and several other prisoners rid all 
informed me that they had been sentenced to be shot. 	I had had no trial, 
and as far as I knew, neither had any of the others. 

At 0600 hrs. the same morning Holy Communion was administered to us 
all by a CAPPM,L.NO, who afterwards told us that our deaths had been ordered 
by Colonel ZUCCeRI, Commandante, Le!7ione Fagliamento. 	He went on to say that 
if we cared to write tocur respective home we could do so, and he would 
forward the letters on. We all did so and the letters were then collected 
by the CAPPELLANO. 

At 11.30 hrs. 15 April 1944 I and about five others were freed. 	The 
British and Australian soldiers were kept prisoner, together with the other 
condemned Italian civilians. About 1330 hrs. I was told in W.RALLO that 
at about 12,00 hrs. that morning - 1:rty of nine men consistinl,  of six 
Italians, two British and one Australian had been shot outside of VARALLO 
Cemetery by members of the Legione Tagliemento. 

I have this dey been shown by Sgt. HreaKEN W.E., S. I. B. , photograph 
exhibits narked "A", "B", "C" and "D". 

u 	MILLER), I recognise as the escaped 	who i knew as FRANK. 
• "B" McCRACKEN), I recognise as the escaped Austrlian 

BROWN), I recognise as the escaped P.O,,W who I knew as WILLIAM. 
"D" INTRECCIALAGLI), I recognise as the CAPFTaLANO who administered 

he Holy Sacrament, and who told us that Colonel ZUOCARI had ordered our 
deaths. 

I know cf no reason.  why I or any of the other Italian civilians or the 
escaped Allied 	should haVe been arrested and sentenned to death. 

I believe I am right in saying that the 63 Bataglicne, Legione 
Tagliamento left VARALLO and the surrounding localities in'the last week 
cf mey 1944. 

I have had the above statement read over to me. 	It is true and 
correct. 	I herewith append my signature. 

(Signed) DELZANVO'Defendente. 

I certify that the above statement was taken by me, through the 
medium of ORTFLLI Umberto,- Official Interpreter, in the presence of Sgt. 
ASBURY N. on 8 Jan 1946 at FOBELLO. 

(Signed) 955185  Sgt. HIMPFEN W. E. 
78 Section, S. I. B. , C. M. P. 

I nertify that the above translation from Italian, is correct and 
true to the best of my 	 • 

(Signed) ORTELLI Umberto 
Interpreter. 
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1:11. Drnal )  
15)  ;:alker Stre-t)  

Partiek)  
Gl%agzw)  

Scotlaria. 

.5th 11.7ve. ler) 1 944. 

Dear 1:other & Father 

This is the last letter I will be able t -  rite as I ,et shot 
today, dear f:41ily)  I have 1-AC 	ny liZe r y countr: %nd 
everything that was dear o le I hope this ;-.1. :All be over soon)  
so that you %ill all have rece IThr ever. G--'d-bye, 

rsAller)  1.other) 	Davie )  
Harry)  Charlie)  

Your over loving; Soldler son and brother)  

Just a few words to tell you that y7:ur son 	was shot 
because he was caught and arrested iD civilian clothes. I 
assure you that he received the co)1Afirt of our religion and died 
in peace. 

The Reverend :_-_thcr, 

In 
("Am. 

(Sgd., 	 .ntreccialagli 
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15. 4. 44. 
Just a few words to tell you that your 
brother Fred was shot because he was 
caught and arrested in civilian clothes 
I tvisure you that he received the 
comfort of cur reli!don and died in 
peace. 

The Reverend Father, 
IL CAFFEW,NO 

(Ten. Intreccialagli .►ntonio) 

(Sgd) 	J. A'altonio Intreccialagli. 

Hiller, 
14, Hilnorcroft, 

Re tf ord, 
Notts, 
. Enrland. 

Dear Brother, 

beinrt shot in a quarter of an hour's time. 	I-was caught 
in civilian clothes and am being shot in the back for it. Give 

lcvo to all at Retford. Remember me to Elsie and also Harry. 

Love with my last wishes, 

Your Loving brother 

(Sgd) Fred. 	847083 Sir. Miller. F. 

P. S. I hope the war will soon be over 
and you will have peace in England 
and always be happy and content 
at Retford. 
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Pte James Campbell McCracken 15.4..1944. 

My Dear Pop, 

Just a line tc tell you that I will not see ycu again as I an 
going to be shot by the fascist in Varallo this morning. would you 
let Mrs Beggs know what has happened to me please, also I left my 
alloppo with Phyllis at Ballarat so you can do what you like with it 
now. 	I hope you are all well just at present so give my love to 
all the Beggs also Gwen and my girl friend Phyllis and hoping she 
will be happy without me being there with her. I am with two 
English boys and they are going 7rith me. 	I hope you not that 
letter that I wrote to you a fair while ago. How is Melbourne 
I suppose it is just as bad as ever. 

Lots of love to all from your loving Brother 

Mink Goodbye 

x- x xxx x x 
x x x x x x x x 

, Mr. John McCracken, 
85 Curzon St., 
North Melbourne, 
Victoria, 

Just a fey words to tell you that your brother was shot 
because he was caught and arrested in civilian clothes; I assure 
you that he received the comfort of our religion and died in peace. 

the Reverend Father 

(Signed) 4'.ntonio Intreccialagli. 

IL CAPPFLT.i.NO 

(Ten. Intreccialagli .:,ntonio) 
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3Latments of:- 

1. CVRTX dattinta of ita pin loran/Ant 2. Varallo, who was 
himself one of the partisans taken prisoner and gives evidence of;- 

(a) The identity of thn three ixitish victims 

(b) ,leading out of talc death mentance by L;aptain Ventorini. 

(c) The administration 	doly flimiiunion by Etrapellann 
intreocialagli. 

2. 14:■3011111LEIS.; Giovanni of Oratoro, Varallo, who gives evidence 
of:- 

(a) Identity of the three Liritish victims 

(b) 4ye-witness account of the shooting. 

3. DaZADIO Defendente of Barsavoia, Fobello, gives evidence 
of:- 

(a) The identity of the three isritish victims 

(b) The reading of the' death sentence by ,;aptain Ventorini 

(c) The administration of Holy :olaaunion by :;appellano Antonio 
Intreccialagli. 

Letters writen by the accused at 6 o'clock on tne morning of 
the 15th April, each of which is signed uy Intrecoialagli. 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 	 2785 
(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degreedif 

responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence ; 
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

The evidence in this case shows:- 

(a) That ;;o1. Zucoari ordered the death of the three Liritish victims. 

(b) That Japtain Ventorini transmitted tnese orders• 

(c) Captain Fabbri was concerned in the round up and was probably 
the officer in charge of the firing squard who himself fired 
a shot into the head of each of the victims after they had been 
shot by the firing party. 

/ (d) The fourth accused was concerned in the affair.• 

There would appear to oe no defence. 
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2787 (For the Use of the Secretarial) 

.WAR CRIMINALS  	United aitiona. 	 CHARGES AGAINST 	Italian 

CASE No. 	a.-/ 	3. 	.* 

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

1 

i.,..Caporale...i,laggiore.lai.:..liTI,..Laigi. 	 

Z7. 	
In CL3 tour. 

::...0aPOreaa.i.:Lig,IQre... .:a..11r.. 
 

 Pietro ....... . ..... ....... 
1.,.._.ie.rj4int...:.iajor.._1I3CI.,....Jettlinoi, 	r.ot .in euatcr..i,;.. 
ii—lerJecint....i=7.12.12.1I,../e1iLun. 	 L:Ot...in..cus.tedw..,..believed..deacl. 

5.,301.1.1.A0...RWM.T.F.T.Id,...11e1.1.0, 	:,::ot .in cus.tody. 	 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

.6f.421.20:zoLLT, 
1.Y0t. 	  

N umber and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 
-=',reaches 
International La:. 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

The accused, together with a number of other menbers of the 1,1ascf, st P.eimblican 
Guard, on the date stated, on instructions received from their sLTerior officers, 
proceeded to a nu-mho:13e in order there to arrest Private Joseph Douglas 
Australian Irlperial Force, Private J.T. (LAW, 110.2 Few Zea.land. ...X-Deditionary ,A)rct-3, 
and Private Daslie George BAIT, No.2 New 1;ealand .::.apeditionary 	cmcaped 
,),-isoners of war who were then in hiding at the said f!-Artnhouse. 0i arrival there, 
the five accused fired at and instantly killed Privates ::ii,V)L7Y, MARK and BAIT. 

TRANSMITTED BY  	Cfrice of J. 4.1.. 	(: 	) 

• Insert serial number under which the case is registered in the files of the National Office of the accusing State. 

(29856) Wt.P.252 4 	MOO 615 A.& E. W.Ltd. Gp.695 
(30449) Wt 1' 11r3 17 5,000 10:45 

,--_,Rdgistercd Number. 

3416-3/pqrt/10.1. 

Date of receipt 

t 7 ' 

in Secretariat. 

I • ' 	• 

.1.. 	. idunier. 

-3reech.ez .of.. the..Lave arc'. 1.1384_,Te3..of 
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PARTICULARS OF ALLEGED CRIME  278E4.i_ 

The party to which the accused belonged, on the date stated, surrounded the 
farmhouse in which the victims were hiding as aforesaid, and after surrounding the 
said farmhouse took up positions at a distance of about twenty yards from the house. 
Then the second, third and fourth accused went into the fare house in search of the 
eacaped. prisoners. As theytmerged froa the house, the first accused fired a burst 
from his machine-gun which immediately caused the victims to fall to the ground. 
Thereupon the second, third, fourth and fifth accused fired a- burst f.rem their 
machine-guns whidi caused the deaths of the victims who were already prostrate. 
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1,15451.`URA, 
CARRARA. 

17 MAy.  

STATZPINT 	TCRIIABUONI 
(Father - Domenico, 
Mother - RicoiArdi 
Via Romagnarc. No 1, 
MASSA,. 

Who elk:1th, 

Melo. 
Aged 32 yearn, 
Cv.etabor, 

I pined tlt' 	Lesion Ba,rficatrarns t  whilh later beccns tho 
115 lan MONTEMLO (GNR), ors )0 SeT, 	an0 rAmained there *ant5,1the 1ibraticn.  
belonged to the 2nd Coy ,,,,cmmAnded 	TORPZ Rem:to. The 'En Corr.:ander. 

-.it* Major MANMEDI Alensandro. 

The Bn moved to BIELL6_ is Feb a. cud ..ry Coy went to &EOM 

At about 0400 hre on 24 Apr 44 Sgt Major 	Settirno 	mo 
up and told me that I had to go out on A patrol, 	At 0430 hiss oholAt 20 o.7 uo 
left the barracks at ANDORNO 

There were Ipresent:- 

2nd Lieut ORLANMO, 
Ogt Major RICCI Set.cia.o 
Sgt 	QUATTRIM ArtArc. 
Cap Major MU6.02TI plotr (Nie!cnevaed iTUB0'). 
Corporal MUSKTI 

and a civilian spy guiding the poxty, 1 cannot remember any Doom ntmac. 

At 05/0 hrn to arrived in sight of a farmhouse, 7AMETTI Luici vcc, 
in charge of a machine gun for which I was carrying tbe 	 -Fe took up 
a position 20 yards from the farmhouse on the right flan c. From thin position c.o 
would olearly lover the door cf the huasc, we were in%:tauctold to Prevent anyena 
leaving from it, 

RICCI. MATTRINI, and lbSETTI Pietro rent incido the ferrliour.o. 
I unaerst. 	they ?ref.: loC.ing for escaped 	PW, They ware inide• 
for alou 	minkAtes. 

I then maw three 7A:5.soncrs cools cut cf tic farn housc and :1=n:;: 
themselves against the wall on thn loft Aide of the t!,:)or. 

MUSETTI Luigl, as ec,)11 as 4c &law the prisoners shouted cut "ALT" • 
(halt) and riming to his feet with his laAehine gun ho fired a In1;:o.■: At the prisoner:: 
of 3 or 4 shots, 	The prisoners fell into crouchinfi, pcsitiens againnt the wn11. 

RICCI, WATTRINI and MUSETTI 	onme out 	the door and 
looked at the prisoners. 	I turned my ho:::(: wt7ay its I did not wont tc mltah. 	I 
then heard several more shots and I bc1.3.ove thnt PICCI, 	 nnd MMTTI 
Pietro, who were the only people present there an fas ae I could soo, fi7;ad ou t!:c. 
prisoners, killing them. 

With my own ,eyes I saw MUSETTI Luigi fire on the prisoners with 
a machine gun. I am quite Qertaln that RICCI, QUATTRINI and MUSKTI Pietlro 0:1 c7, 
fired but I did not actually see then 	umn oycr, I did r( 	noa 

reloading their weeponch 

ORLANDO mitt down fre:n 	weiton- ona rmbukod RIXT, cla!Z!f')/a 
and KITEETTI Pietro for the firing. • 

/RIJC': 	 end V.U0EITI Pietro ontcr:ed 	 



• - 116 

2790 

the 
fetrmheuae and brought cut 3 Qr L -=.ro 

None of thoao 	 Atone of our party 	z.'31:.ndcf!. 
To tho boat of my knowlodz;e wm,3 	 ca=5.cd an7 

havo thin day boon ahown 	1.,1:Aograp2 :narked :::hlhit3 	7-12 
If-rom ths toaturce and °lathing nho?rt thevoon T 't =: 	thou:,  12,:c1.7rr.phr: 	L• 
photogrephe ‘f the followin3:- 

Exhibit 	- The man i:zrlalq.; K: 2 
	

EM: iluigie  the man 
that I oav fire 7::U:h a ;7 lohino gun a3ainat the 
priocnoro on t;Iu mnrw,nc  of 2h.Aor 44- at th,) 
farmhouso at..rArc4  ANWOTO di:VA 
The men mcAod with a X n Ian left leg la 
TORRI 

Nxhibit '1.42 - 

The 	priucnors -:;ore zrtnorte to tho berraoko 
I holievo that thay ,,-;oro later ocAnt 	 nt '.:MIA. 

T of n add no further 51)!orint2 	tho above, 

APOFQ 117.x7".4. 

I hfAvo read over '.ho Ebor:,! 	it. 	It in two 	oorrco-:% 
herewith append kir signatura: 

oevtify that the above mtatfL.In 
Of OOLLEOP 1 Leone.  Official Interr-Jvter, on i 
CARRARIL 

(34;a06) TORITIGUONI 

was. t:atin by e  •-.;hro;.,43h the mec...dln 
Moy 141) e  at OAR RAM, Pretrir.,n of 

(E:11Pe=a) 	RONDEL. 
1667355 r..st imrar.r, 

70 section 3113 CWV. 

I osvvil- thaZ- 	 trttnr!:a 	rrcri Italian in ocrrect and :",,'st 
tc the best of wy 
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QuestuT, 
(*AMARA 

Apr it  

arArgkr_112 	FLIAIA iecnanio#  
(Pattie!. Att5.11.0), 
(Mother NICCILI Fiona) , . 
Po 28 Via Altericto Cibo, 
Bedizzeno, 
CAI. ARA, 
P.r.-.f‘rino.e of M/f.=. 

Male, 
Aged!: 
rZarbl e 

Who sale:, 

I joined thF- Fascist party in 192.5. 

( 30 (Mt .  I joined the 85th Blackshirt Bn here .Ln CAT:Rini. 	I vale po.n:od 
to the 2nd Coy. 

The &Inured to NOVARA in De:,  le, and changed ifa none to the Mairr..iril.0 
Bn MIR No 115. The al Conmander was MajorMAIII, mu Coy Corrine -der wcs 
TORRI Renato. He later became a (apt. 

The Bn moved to BI1L A in San 14, ray Coy went tc., ANDOPN0141(11..A. 

On the evening of 23 Apr LJ4 at about.% - 17CO bps tabour. twenty or my C,oy, 
including myself, were instructed to he -2_1eF.I.dy at 0-4,00 ',1111; on 2L Apr:bh. 	go 
cut on en expedition in the surrounding hilly to round up e.:icapci. Allied Pt's: 
This instruction was given by Lt TORRI. 

We set out at the scheduled time. At about, C:i00 lira cn 2L Apr 144 we 
arrived some WO yards from a farmhouse. 	I was left ;v:ith three othrs:rs F.1t% t3li 
spot to act as guards. 	I do not 'Know this IlarIVS of these tree men. ' 

The rest. of the party including 2/Lt (121.400, Sgt Maj 	Sett,i.mc; 
(CARRARA), Sgt. Q,UAT.CRAII Arturo.. (CITVARA), ,:aap 2.fa;: mu :Dm Pietro, 
Sold MUSKITI Luigi, (CARRARA), Sc..16. ATPUCNI Daig..!. (Glue) di 	(CAIPARA), 
Sold GIAMAR.EIZAI Rinaldo, (CARRAR4), Cap Maj 	Ale-loandrc, (CARRARA), 
Cap Maj armitni Alessandro, 	 Soli RCCCHECTI Ne3.2.c. (BIELT..A, and 
1 civilian spy. whose nani T do. not know, went up to the fOrl7i101.13e. 

About half an hour after they left lie I heard the sound of well DM'S 
fire. It cnly lasted about one minute and then e',eri.rthing mnt silent aga:'.o. 
A further half hour elapsed and the party returned bri*-ing four prisoners. 
one of Whcm was white and three dark skInnal. 

2/Lt CRIANDO gave us the order to accompany the party buck to comp. 

When the party returned I saw that MDBErTI Pietro .1,c1 a slight cut on 
his face. I did not see any arms which had ever been in the possemion of 
the prisoners. I did not see any wounds on the prisoners. 

We all returned to the barracks at. ANDeRNO MICA. The prisoners wera 
taken into the garden and fed. I believe that liter ti;.;t day they were cc:' 
by lorry to the Bn IQ at BIELLL 

Mile on the journey back to the barracks, aril lotel. in talking, I heard 
that the following men hafad fired on three other eaaped :9W 1 thc h1Fd atterlpted to 
evade recapture. killing all three of than:- 

/3st Major EICCI....... 



Sgt Ilkor 
Sgt 
Cap 
Sold. 
Sold 

2792 

Iii Liettinio. 
QUA1•17:21ITI kvtiAro. 
14,131ri Pietrn. 
WHEN". Luigi, 

I heard these men aLtail.*:-. to chi. oting, aleo that 2/.i CRLP.TCO hd stoaxxl 
all shooting a'Amost as sool as it. qarraenced. 	Frar v.h•- t I was tad I do 1.1,„!-, 
believe that 2,-1,t GLI.e4,11X) g;=,-;•-e any orders to fire 	t th3se 171i af.-.-tefi.on Li 
own initietive1 

I did not sett •:1 berilos 	tte 	,tho 1l be r 	at any tirae, 

On this erpedi -i-Jon 8g.7. Qu;T.taaq: was dressed -1: 

I never heard tathe man in the fa-rithwee 1m, -  
against the millers of nly• Coy. None of our p!.Irty • 

I desc:rilxe 2/1.rit, CRI,MX) a 'o:;:lovez::•- 32 years, 
skinned, black grey vary hair, bIa ees, clean 
Went a lot with wcner... 

I deszrlie R32U ettilro 	 49 years 
greying hair, dark eye:3, cLean f.-Thai.' -3n, regular feat: 
hand from wound. in s a1•7 

I deecrite 421-, C.,LLIT3Y1II as fc 	years:. 
dark complexion, Liack entootlt 

I des :trite-  C€.p Ma.) /vit..ZEIr2I He ';r vs f011.2,1e`.1: 
dark canplexion, 'dark izn.o1 har, .)lao.k eyer, ciei 
Nicklerved "TUFO". 

11.:E 	ktnd 
0;.11.1.13d. 

ncxraal build., 
za:salar foatureo, 

thin clear skii:nea, 

IT:A.'071g:ky built, 
: 	1, 2.0.2ge nose. 

./ 	5 71., 
-4 3 1, regular fe:-.-itures, 

I deserit-e Sold '.-41.18F.)711I 	 )0 	5' 9", very t:Lin, 
pale face, ble.:Ik Erroth hair, 13.:--owr ayes, clual 	 rose and. 
rather long. 

I desc:rib.3 Ant-C.f.. Luigi. 8E3 ft :19Ft 3 :- 	 .3*T. r12Fit 
elo_nned, smoc3t-.1 blsok hair, da:.01: ey-:s. 

I descIribe GIRTAIR[J,3 as foil. ws:- 	 thin, clear:. L37 - n,• 
light, coloured, hair re&-eding at, the tem:21es, g:T•e•:: e. 	..t.taan shavcn, 
face, normal faatur.E.s, 

I deecrit.a Cap Mi .,: arcwiti 	 ()f 
5' 9", nomal xji1I,lligatly dark ,- :.1d.nr:ed., 
eyes, clean shifen. 	a:m1.1 BCE, r .n 

I describe Ca 	SPCI-td jles,ar o ((xi: 
5' 8", norm). iuilã, (1zrkish 
clean shaven, regular features. (Lod looking. 

33 
, 	Xi_ black heir, 1:1; 
i 

AID-C1113 a.5 3 
hair, b::,own 

I describe Sold:Z(a,.‘,ITE:n.l: 	as follows:- 1(.-  , Z 	. 5' Li", .30-171-3.. 
build, tanned ;a/71)1ex cn , cicoth 7"):14,ek 	brown (- • . 'lean shac:en. 
Regular fee.tir,?e. 

I have thin d ay been 1:31C.k.'.1^:10 gra:PhS marked r. 	tivy 1a1'..1):.t 
Exhibit 	art Ebc.111.t 	P.,:n11 the reatureE ant' 

	shomn ther?cl 
I identify thecle photogrer)h.3 as --;- )1 	p'flotograliho 

EyLhthi.t 	L pcm-?-: 2' anat:D. 
- 1. 2/It; 

2.. 

.4.4.641 
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Sold Giiktitlik0.414I 
Cencen. 

The ra3h marked with a eroas on his left leE 
Lt `MEI Renate. 

Exhibit 'H' 	r.PLATOO. 

I do not Mow What happenel to any of the afore-laentioned eter 
liberation as I left the UCEIF.BEILO Bn in ,Jun )44. 	) do not ?crow whe:.,2 any 
of them are. 

I can add no further infonnatien to alc etc', e. 

I have read over •the above statement. 	It is true f:tnd r.:orrect. 
herewith append my, signature. 

• (signed) FIC-1AIA Leona: le. 

I certify that the abm'e state:nent wt takenby re 1:7.11,0101 the rnedittm of 
CaLLECNI Leone, Official Interpreter, at CAMARA, Provinte of P;TASSA, on 26 An-J.- 
46. 

(Signed) 	E. F. RO/MEL. 
7667835 Sst HMI 

.78 s.;:.,tion SIB (MP. 

I certify that the above translation f:• an Itztian :TA correct end true to 
the best of my ability. 

(Signed) torte 011.fCRI. 
Officiri;. Ir.terp-roter. 

FURIEER STATEMEHT:- 

I now renter that on the roae..., beck_ to the barrt:::017,71 tat A14101410 ItICCA aft.: 
the shooting had taken place I he ;r" MU3ETTI Pietro 	.*he following, veraion 
of the shooting: 

(ILTATMETI, RICCI with 	1?iet1'o 7,,ent into the ffamhouse and foun.l. 
the thret, prisoners. One pushed hff.iliffia Pietro in the chest and attenIfted to 
escape Whereupon hl fired. 

I heard IA(REITII Pietro distinci.ly risk the two agt CATITIVINI and l'af -'7 -̀.1. 
if they had seen him get pushed in the chest as that wet aw-  he had fired. 

Mt TI laigi said that he was outside but distilcUy heard him say 
that he had also fired. I know that ho was and. ',71th c sub nr...othino gun. 

I am quite certain that I heard. 	end. RICCI ..ay that they 1-:?d. 
ti red. 

RCOCHEITI Hello said, 9.An_the is he sparsto5  arr!he t.c to siaarate". 
have also shot, I have also shot). He was armed w*.th a 

(Sign 3d) 	Leonardo. 

I certify that the e.bo,.e statement was taken kr ins 1--,-iroucth the medium cf 

cazzon Leone, CLE'fir.y2a1 interpretei,, on 16 May t.6, at clAAARA, Pro-Ance 
CAMARA. 

(Signed.) 
i 567 	8,27,t RCP:DX(4 E.:F. -L. 

See.ti.en 3:13 
/1 ,:tertifir 	 

(I 
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I certify that the above translation fran IttILE:n is correct and true 
to the beet of rnY ability. 

(Signed) Leone cammu. 
61:cial Interpreter. 
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3tatenents sworn by 

(1) TG ZI :A,3lial , ruo, Clf 
( i ) 1■11-GAIA, Leonardo. 

'Ale latter afTiclavit is of particular irai)ortance in relation to the fifth 
viccused, in view of the fact that it aliege. that the fifth  uccusea .1-Initt& to 
haviry t:312.:en part in the killing of the victtIrs. 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 	
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it; ' 	 • 
(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 

responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence ; 
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

irr .  t e assured thEtt the accused will pld self-defence, but there is 
ample evidence that the vi ctiLts were un-armed and that the sa:.rch -t.),.-xty was so 
numerous that the uce of fire-arrts could in no ww be justified. 

• 
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Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

6 ALG gig 

(For the Use of the Secretariat) 

Registered Number. 

,38?o/ uK „ft  /ei, 

UlaTE.)  	 ..WAR CRIMINALS CHARGES AGAINST 	.T.MLIVII 

CASE No. W.-..1/13 157 	* 

TRANSMITTED BY Office of  J.A.G. 	Dept). 	 

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 

MIMMINAI■11 

1. 	Captain --brie° (.:A1-10:.!....a 
Z. 	ieutenant ,T;ttore  COLITACria 	 
3... Qavtain 	Fedele V.A.SCOITI 

Captain 	Dwico 2JALTELi.1 

TODY: 

JUSTODY. 
..n.; 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

....Between. October 1942 and..October 1943. 
....... 	Ir.:- 57, (1111.113.1'IGI TAI TO , Italy, and U.) :E, Italy. 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

Breaches of Inter-
national Law 

14 	 Confiscation of 2roperty. 
	NQa  25 Breach of 1Zules  relating  to  the Red Cross. 

.Stealing. 

	 Stealing of .aed. Cross supplies. 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

The accused in their capacity of officers in charge of the administration of 
prisoner of war Camp 57, GRUPPIGRINO , Italy, between the dates stated, were concerned 
in the stealing and conversion to their own use of Red Cross )arcels intended for 
Allied prisoners of war under their control. 

• Insert aerial number under which the case is registered in the files of the National Office of the accusing State. 

(29656) Wt.P.252 4 	5,000 5/46 A.& B. W.Ltd. CR.685 
(3(1149) %I.'t 	I k3 17 5,000 10;45 

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 
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Over a period of twelve months the accused and their superior officer Colonel 
CAL:ATER2A, who is now dea0,frenuently confiscated Red Cross parcels in the posses-
sion of prisoners of war and also on many ooJ:asions 2revented such Red Cris parcels 
from reaching the addressees. 	The parcels so confiscated and diverted from their 
intended. use ,-ere sold in the Italian officer's and men'r_l messes and the proceeds 
used for the benefit of Italian -2ersonnel. 	Some of the roods vrere diverted to 
the homes of the acoused themselves. 
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UDINE. 

7 May i.6. 

STATEMEHT OP: - SENECA Giusep.t  c, 	 Ma3e, 
Via Giovanni loddine 	 Aged. 5A yerr. 
UDINE. 	 het i red. 

Who saith, 

Fron Oct 42 	Sell 43 I vis 6cocnd in command of P Cmp 57 
which was situated at GRUPPKAANO, Frovine cf UDINE. 

There were 20/25 officers on the staff of 1117 Cam 57 Lut 
can only remember the followng:- 

(1) Col CALCATERIA.(decessed), Commandant. 
(2) Maj FAGOTTO. Officer commanding No 2 sector. 

Capt GUALTIER1. Adjutant. 
Capt CAROZZI. Interpreter. 
Capt ZANETTI. 
Capt VASCONI. Administration Officer. 
Capt GHIARDOS1. 

(8 Liout COLNAGHI. quartermaster. 
(9 " MUSSI. 
(10 " MAMMA. 
(11) 2/Lt GIORGI. 

The camp comprised of some 4,500 Allied P and by virtue of 
the ever increasing numbers being transferred to the camp it vas divided 
into two parts i.e. No 1 Sector and No 2 Secor. 

In addition tc being second in comet nd of the map I was also 
off icor commanding No 1 sootor. 

There were abcat 600 Italian solders, and some 30 Cara-
binieri at the Camp, and they torformed guard andpatrol dutic$1. 

Col CALCATERRA vies a very uncouth and severe natured man 
and for the most trivial off eleez cortl.,nj.tted by .:.;he IV harsh treatnent was 
meted out. 

On three occasions whilst CALCATEPRA was absent I assumed 
command of the camp, for peripds amounting to one week in Oct 42, one week 
in Deo 42, and one week in Apr 43, I had no hesitation on these instances 
to release PR who had been imprisoned for trivial offences. 

Sometime about Dec 42 - Jan 43 a Fii who was collecting fire-
wood in the camp area, was fir?ed upon by a sentry for some reason unknown 
to me. I heard the shot, and upon investigation I found the Pit war 
receiving medical treatment for a chest wound in the camp inf irmary. Ho 
was afterwards conveyed to a Hospital in UDINE, where he finally recovered. 

Several months later I remember seeing the body of a PR 
lying alongside a coffin in a room behind the infirmary. I learned that 
this 1 had been drunk, and was ordered by a Carabinieri to return to his 
barrack room. The PR refused to obey the order and ho was shot on the 
spot by the Carabinieri. 

I do not know the names of either J or the sentries that 
shot them. 

T 

Red Cross on:r,-_,10./ 	 
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Red Crows parcels arrived in bulk at the camp at very 
frequent intervals. Capt CAROZZI was the Officer solely in oharge of 
the oollecting of the parcels fro% CIV1DAL3 rly station, end the sub-
sequent distribution of them. As fax ao I knob every prisoner received 
one parcel per week, except on one occaeion during May 4.3 nben one eeecel 
was allotted between two men, due to tho fact that few pr rcele arrived 
at this period. 

CABOZZI had one parcel store situated inside the camp, 
whilst another store was inmedietely situated outside the perimeter of 
the ()amp. 

On few occasions I noticed that the store inside tho ceer, 
contained an ootimated nuMbero of 5,000/6,O00 Rod Cross parcels. 0n 
another occasion during i91,5 I saw about 4.0q/500 pairs of shoes in one 
of the stores. I underetood at the time that these shoos ie.:A arrived 
from the families of the PW. It is my firm opinion that the sh000 v:oro 
not distributed to the pritonero, although I em unaware of their sebso-
quent disposal. 

From Mar 4.3 onwards a fortnightly search was conOucted 
throughout the entire camp, mnder the direction of CALCATERRA, involving 
the confiscation of cigaroites, tobacco, ten, coffee and soap. Those 
commoditiee were ultimately sold in both the Italics officers and =ens, 
canteens at prices fixed by Caet CAROZZI, The proceeds were not utilised 
for the priaoners welfare. 

On roturnin;; from DiI1HE on a day in Apr 1r3. I learned that 
four tine of "Capstan' tobacco had been reserved for we. ('rapt CAROM' 
informed me that this was my ration out of a recent confscation of 
prisoners commodities. I bought thee° four tins of tobnoco, but sold them 
next day to Capt GUALTIBRI, being AZ he von very keen to buy them. 

I remoaber cn another occasion ehilet in the Gasp Off ice 
seeing about 60 tablets of soap stacked on a tale. Thin soap vas the 
result of a recent seareh cf 1W ouartore. I saw Capt qUALTIRR/ eeproech 
the table and take away 2 cr 5 tablets of soap. S. do not know whether 
he paid for it 

Sometime in KAy 4.3 ect General =MIMI, ,Army Commender 
UDINE. During the course e our ocrevereetion I .13forceed him of the senrchos 
and the oonfiscation of Bei- Cross commodities issued to kW and their subse-
quent sale at the Canteens. General ZANTIIHI absolutely disapproved of this 
irregular procedure and said he would loot into the eetter. 

Some days le ter I VMS called by CALCATEBRA into his office. 
Evidently he had reoeived sale correepondence from =MINI regarding ray 
recent conversation with hie. CALCATERRA informed me not to divulge infor-
mation about the camp to arybody, and that in future I will attend to my 
own businese. 

The last time I caw the parcel store open was on 20 Aug 43 
when it contained approximately 2,000 parcels whilst the store outside the 
camp contained only shoed. 

On 7 Sep 43 I left Pt Camp 57 and tee admitted to MISURIDIA 
Hospital, UDC. 

Ce 12 Sep 4.3 returned to pw Camp 57 to collect my kit, and 
found a Coy of German as troupe reking final arrangemente for the trenofer 

of the prisoners to Germany. 

I asked GALGATMRA/,,,A, 
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Iv 	 , 	 c.v,.  

C‘ ...E1 	Lth 	 2  
.P1' Ca'," 1.11O 	: j. 

Wis) saith, 

1.: 2 I. 
of CAMPOC.O.N07:2;7;'221.;;:,:.,T.TO 

• 

	

, o::;)a 	.n.Ls 	 71113 	 Cf 
at-aity to spev1:: 	 T 1.;:ne-d at this roe,, 

i 5 Jn 43. 

The 

the numbr of 

c4tained 3,50%) Co7Lonl.L;1 

alno 20 	7.;:nssian a 
iraz.easeel F.° t!:at it 

The 0.)- 1 

Vittoriyo 
oo.'ly 194.2_ 	Alp.onot 

Itere in closD fricnshiT 

(1)  

(2)  

?ascists„ cne. 

of early 	 All 
d olv 

iself oomp3.'i-.:1,2 of n..7.!:?.rous -:looden bal!raolis, 
'3 varied 031-isAr3bly. 	Oa t'() :,0,,eve it 
woops ancq.abol.tt  500 	 =c 

num1=r suo:iuettly 
j, (SP.0 at 	cir)te oV 

or Italian ofi'lcs, t AO 	 two 
t;:le ir,a!rj 	 !f7::1(.1.:73 of Colo=1 - 

11.13.1' tC17.:13 3 	): 

;117..;-.e above .1-entice- le& office:1:a 
1)0 1.0.4f30a to 	"3411:11;E::::e2.=1" ('Ierror 
reC 	 i;1. 	ULt.LTL Jo caLL,2 

Li: tt COLiLl(kil Etr 

Luong 	p:4,:sett.ers WOTJ t.70 4CaO31 Cfi'icors, 1;43jOr 
BIA43 of Burr_side, XX1,;1.1, 	 D.116 Ca?tain AVThG3a'so 
Australian. 	It vi 	• (1) 	 -,;he vto:-.1: of thes,'I te 
officers. 

Obstacl 

efficient Ee:?-v.:,.cs.- 

hospital, only in very v 

urseci by CA 

anti not to listen or to 

tho two Australian Uffic 

were constantly :AV; aed 

pl:Lt dat.i..-r in ;6-  

not seat 

.- .al and urgent o)aos. . 
4.Z.12..T111,-1, to deal h&J.-shly 

own :2raps-.1sa1..:,4 

by 0c1 CALCATT.751.A. 

y "t;Goards 

onts to 
liao also 

-ttith the 

complaint.s fro,-11 

to avoid 0vercro4ding 

IL: Dec 	a batch of 300 New Zeal_910 
arrived s-:; the camp. 	'2 	we in a . co;t2lete state of er.ccia-Aon 
end some of the& were 	liv-Lnz; slcolctons. 	Il'opt.3atQaly 
in writi?:e and by ward o.!*  laouth that Red Cross -farcels containing 
special vitamins be dist:!.ibute.z:: to these men. 	1,!,7 :ee,;uest was flatly 

refused by CALOATMRA, o..c at iz time I know that there were at least 

3,000 of these parcels =crick! in the camp, and supplies arrived 
regularly. 	For two we: : nc 	eels ViC-.1.3 diStr:IfOuted, and. after 
thet only partial:kJ. 

The res.( t as that so - ral of these 
fell, sick and one died ar bronchitis wilich develoned 	r: 

in ordinary conditions could have been curd 

Onstrict instruotions/ .. 
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On strict if. 
severdty, v,rgi.n sea- 
prisoners. 	Yaximum 
Harsh discipline mess 
of nil places of soci 
who refused to ha-Je 
forcibly sh:.van. 	Th 
that the Australian p 
inhumeniV, and that 
Col CALCAMP.R.I. 
enforced anc: several 

Ona evening 
prisoner who was 
calup for tht- purpose 
of the carabinieri. 
fired a shot at the a' 
the breast of the pri: 

The wounded . 
by me after summary t: 
miraculously recoverec 

The carablnic 
CALCATER-U and reward( 

It was repor-
different periods woui 
to cross the barbed w 
approaching them. 	TI 
were invariably praisc 

fro.a Col 0.:JiCATTIR12,1, th:3 ut6ost 
Ames on in;:nuaanit:!, \tas used against the 

;Lntehces were ilapo:;ed for 1-.;.vial offeheus. 
es were adopte::1, for instance, tho eloslni; 
activity for lass,; periods. 	6aae soldiers 

it saai_: cut ,:icre strapped to enairs end 
was reportod to LIE: by Major 	who ea:Jed 

sone:;!s had reported this  and othr cute of 
iblic opinion ran var.; hiF,h there a:ainst 
erated and harsh measures of vt&ilance were 

A.soneva 7iere vac i 

n Dec 42 about 1900 firs, a Now Scalar=': 
tinE wood near the central stores of the 

a fire, was surprised by cxe 
earabinicre, who had hoard sob:o noiso, 

llier as he mode off. The bullet penetrated 

tidier, in a st3to er collapse, was rushed 
a..itYzent to the upIrE hospital, where he 
, but 	lung 'All be pemanently weakcaed. 

in„auestion vas hit;hly praised by Col 
with a period of leave. 

c1 to 	ttat other soldiers were at 
Sad whilst ottemptiniE or suppostnly attemptinz, 
ra boundsiv. 	Othars wore shot for =rely 
a carabinieri or soldiers who did such shootiaz 
and re 	bCo 	'Vwarded y 	AOKI. 

In Feb 43, v4 i 17 :prisoners escaped throujh a tunnel dug 
under the camp and viol 3 recaptured, all suffered severe penalties, 
a:ld some were put in i c)ns. 

Abuse and thi 1)tc were constantly being used by Col. MCA-
TERRA, Capt OARRUZZI a Lieut COLPAGiU against the prisoners. 
I heard from time to t '..re such expressions ca "Those mercenaries 
should be shot" and "I want no pert of these savages who tried to 
con_uer Italy" and "At the first interference of Ymoslav bands 
I will machine gun all the prisoners, no one will escape death. 
These men are no soldi ws, but savages and bandits.” 

It was common Imowledge that Lteut COLNAGHI, in his 
capacity of Camp Quartnusster, made daily illicit profits on the 
food bought in UDINE fn.. the prisoners' kitchen. 	GOLNAGEI was 
commonly referred to b.  all the camp staf2 as "The Gengater". 

As reported t) me, on 8 Sep 43 when neve of the Armistice 
reaohed the camp, the V officers together with their men put 
themselves at the dispx,ition of the Colonel, in order to fi,:ht 
the Germans. Col CA1.11/.1MIZA told them to keep quiet. 

On 9 Sep 43 taey again urged Col CALCATERRA to let them 
free to join Yugoslav :Artisans who were at that time only 15 kilo-
metres distant. Col (11.LCATIMA infonaed them that he was awaiting 
instructions from UDIIU. 

On 	Oer 43/ 	 
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03 10 Sop 	e telegram arrival stating that CALCATERRA 
1.15.0 hie own disoreti -w. 	Thc Colonel ordered all prisoner? 
to get ready to b2 a:t ftee. When all was ready, OALOATERRA suddenly 
u.ianged hie decision r ad ordered them back to the barrack:, saying 

,?/ould not let the free. 

On 11 or 12 $ej 43 a Garman Cx.lpony arrived at the camp on 
ooked 	tho cleltve:ry of tno prisoners, sad Col. OALCATZRRA handed 
them over. The pri_eoners ve,:o then marched away b' the CerJons, 
vho.left L'cur 112r1r4.i et the comp. 

It was than taot Col. CALCATZRRA vtllin3ly seconded by CARi.;01_.2,I 
and OOLNAGUI, commerc:cd wholooale looting of the prisoners stores. 
They were aided in tAs by the carabiniri. Thousands of Red Cross 
p.orcels, orjuipwent, 	 =dical'eupplies etc wore t.70xn, 	Thcy 
also looted the safety box containing foreign money and valuables . 
belonging to the prioners, 

I desoribe Vol CZLCATTICA 33 being.  about 68 yrs of ago, 5' 
height, clean shaven, completely bald, round face, round shoulders, 
grey eyes, pale complexion, stout build. He has a daughter living at 
OASTAGNOLE D'ASTI, Rmvince of TURIN. 

Copt CARRCZ2I I believe to be now residiaz at MILAN, Y wou:d 
describe him as beina about 35-40 yrs of a,,p, 5'8" - 5'9" in ir-2ight, 
slim build, dark wen, and clean shaven. 

I have been shown a sat of photoqraphs numbered 1 to 11. 
Without hesitation I recognise the phetogro:9h of the man marked number 8, 
as being that of Lient COLUAQUI. I do not 1:now his present whereabouts 
but he may still be :tri 

I s?eak Eng-.1sh and have hod the e.bove statement read 01.r= to 
It io true and correct. I herewith append my eignature, 

(:;if;.ned) Christian MAUEONZR. 

I cortify thot the sbove statement vas tai:en by me en 23 Nov 45, 
at COLLOR-El)) DI MONT,.L.,3ANO. 

■1iOk. 
n\ 

■•,)  

2734763 ::-;;;1; NON.:-; P.. 
78 Section aI3 
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3 Mny 

STAT52MV 	BR3sJ1 LLO tigo, 
fuoria, -1.1-.;ect 

UDI1113.- 	 rost 	In-'C 

Who frtith, 

T haVO *Ootm 	c 7ent Office Tnerector 
the Central Font Office UDI112, Tor the -:ast 7 years. 

Prior 	the Itnlien :1:70.irAiCO in Sep /0, Rod Cross 
pe,rceln end sup-aics er,--1-.1)6 at lazfr] Rly Sien at re,;plar inter7a3., 
destined 2cr Allied MI :S OcInp 57, Qi;1111?"--IGI0. 

Invarichly the cone.±J;Tment o2 parcels were sk..ned for 
upon receipt by an it-lin officer from the cmp nmed 
CAROZZI. This eirrnetrre I hc:m ascertained frcM the Post Office 
Records as 1;eino- cerre: 

Betrcer 	43 and F7,s-.) 	3,113 p:0r2 n::ricd at 
±o Rly Station, MITA-13, .or the -prison:ern at (vmp 57 	:ncc parcels 
were stored. at the Rly ;?ost Office end surbsecuently -2.ollected by 
Capt CAROZY: 

On 20 Sep 43, a let 	was 	by the Director 
of the 1-`ont 0722ice 	Col OfM.: 	carrot-Ind, crvrot,:u3. 
CALCLTORR.t.. had been ad7isr,d that a con5;if;nment c,..? parcels hed 
arrived at 1TDI 7.71 end he i 	tea :1.:11 	 .;;IKtt lie wotilci c 
an o..:7icr..,r to the Pent -)flice to collec-'4 them. 	Attached to the 
letter ran en authoid.ty ronting Cap.:: Luigi 7!Ela pcnnission to 
collect the r,n. reclic 	s 0.11-ol'ity VLISI rii;":11 and signed by Ein....ieo 
QralirclitiLT. for Col 011 Ll2R?. 

On 2 Oct 4.3,  3,25/, parc-As were teicon 'rcm the Rly 
Post Office agoirst the .ir:naturp of an Italian Lieut. This Signatrre 
in the Parcels Rceei,-)ts ':?ccter aptearn cornintent 7ith that of 
Lieut COLNAGEI. 

-1?rodt-ce the]. otter erd attached authority received 
from Co]. CALCA1Ri. or 20 Sc 43, 	 Coilec*:::1.01: 0? the 
parcels at the Rly Station Post Office, ;12)77.7% Mir, letter and 
authority is Tc,arked in tri:;.  presence es beinf.; 7::::(0.7)it 7-71  0.'16 tit 
reSpeOtiVelY. 

I pro. alco tic Parcels Receipt Register sho-inE 
the mamas of the priecno:.s to whom the respective parcels were 
destined to, taco bearicl the siTaature of Lt COLlikat, the officer 
mho received 3,254 -ec,rotals on 2 Oct 4.3  at the fly Post 

This ref:ist:r in w:ar2:oa in c-cy.  Ilrecence as boint-; 

I avc7:11d the csbove ststemant read over to yr. It 
is true and cw_.rect, 	herewith apsend my signature. 

("Signed) Ugo BRESSOULO. 

that no above statement was telmn by re 
throu6 the wdium of I rto Floric, Official Interpreter, en 3Hay 
4.6, at MINE. 

R.L POINTER.  
250777 S 	ILL, Sgt ,.  

78 Secticn SIB k.,11. 

I certify that! 

Exhibit W. 
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.1. h... 
tut 	 :- 3; 7  yj 

in 	navf.! 

3.. 

doc.ling ir. Dontal r' LC(  
19/:.1 vv.:: Lieutenznit 
a% 4.1-1c.i.t)P212.&112:0, 	tho 
Oar t,3tt .1,y 1 
i:•0(--r .,7.0C. Jui,oalavien 
the: cari.)..2. ho.ld the z 
of ?.:-..cnch, Gelman  

":3 :Iooro  or 3LC ii 

lai_ rf.1.11).1.ies,. 	 . 
T.I;15.an  

	

oi 11..0. 	 D.' 
r,Irz..ivol Lit 1;113 

	

uerr 	De2-1.;.21-.101 	 t 
te  

*.f.'n71:1 

• 

Aftel 	been at the (kr:a a short ahi2e 
Dominioi 230a arvivecliat 	C C;np from thc Y'0,7 Oamn 
(ii0j4ZAINO) . 	.3f -ter this, 	c3:Atinned 	 until 	 0.2 
6,0D0 were ac,..1crilociated 	c 	Cam Co.-::aur.-1.-nt was 
Vittorio E.:m1r.tele. 	;.le whole time ;;hat I 	at :;'co C.`,111p, 
i3 ;;o 	y ittiI :he diz..bc :Arent of th(., 	 that I am able 
to rems..x.ber are the folic . 	. Col. ;:-.;.CA 	isco 7/110. 7/a.".1 2ra in 
Commer.d, he Waf: 	 The Ledica.. 	ros 

.B.LaTIARDI who a7.*::::..ved 	Camp in 192:2 and stve..1 th3.-e for Ln:.r.t one 
yea: • 	Oaptain t2-riiii.ral;2%.1 7:as the Ac.1..1;:el'artt tit the...3or.p. he arri-,red afey; 
weeks after IlyzIAT 	 8t 'the Cam until the diavc-teent. 
CaRaHDOSI Antonio waL,  tn. .a3.7,e of the 
genoral store3 of tho Com'?. 	Lt. .14:XiCHI 	nilarzo of thesc storo.L1 
when I arrived at thi; Cam? evil ho ate.yed at the Game in this co.nacity 
about one year ikn Ito 	-this sore =Ind as aIloyCc alsewhe2e in the 
Camo. 	It vaa. then that 13;'....1.A. 	RiDOSI took over these (71..-itiCE• 	* 	• 
am able to reffoLibor 	 V.11,SOCNI who -oa 	t- th Can rii 
the whole of aw polled of ;:erviee there 	Capt. V.UJJ1I was the 
Administraton Officer. .: do remember it. Z.AZIMTI but I em unable 
to l'ember the L•artioular eniaoyment he  
there for only a few month., in i 	. 	. KR/1174:13. Was 	Char E0 c 
the Fire Brigade, about thy beginning of i 94.i until tha di.sbrndme.ai  
of the Camp. 	Lt- BARI$(1.1Z.T. was at the Camp for a ver;i,,  short -2eried 
in 194.3 in the capacity or Payra.ster. 	Lt, COIRARTI was in char:;e 
of the buying of all food-ftuffa for both the Italian porsopnel ;z 

the Ps(. He Was at the (aim durinz the whole time that I was there: 
Lt. MITLSI was an Officer Di the Guard Company from 194..: and he went 
away on sickness in 1942 .:txd returned to the Camp in 194.3 as 
Assistant to the Adjutant, Lt. COPJA was the Catholic Chaplain and 
he arrived shortly aftel.^ 14e arrival of the first prisoners of war 
from BOIh}1O and he roma::.:acd at the Camp until its disbandment, 
Lt. WHO was a Dental Of.t..:cer and he arrived at the Camp in I 91.3 
and remained for only a far* months. Lt. ACCAHDO PALEOLHO was the 
Madieal Officer to the It;illian Troops- I believe Lt.. IL Mb:ME 
was a Compound Officer ar.:ving in 1943 for only a few months at 
the Camp., 
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• ;'• 
• s?'r. 	 . 	9 - . \ 

,Tune - er 	1 
who .tia:.-;• ccr:aoyc. 

dAlibart:tly.ent of ; 
who !et Cl aLVInterprater 
the na:te of ono I thinlz 
Offiler a C:ipt. AillINUCCX.I 

remained at the Cc 
vas Tolle 

unab 	to rone'fb,n: who real. 
t lent ; !3. leavin; 	thr 
Camp 	V:hilst I was at th 
at a house at 71a DUCA 
thre.: kilometrcZ fro,a the 
abou:: 0800 pool's. and left 
1;;.' enti2e Cutics consisted 
prett.:rd staff' and 1 was in 
the ;:amp itself. 

t r::.• 

2.1:0 
. 	..190 

as 

I at the OiA.13? -2..2cm about i-,he 
1; Car*. 	There .',as also 
) the .'io-rbs, and two 3-1h1 
• 411:-S1:;71.1.. 	)arch or 	:s..,; :nal; ::er 

the C;.imli as an 	 "cut 
i) for a fe,.7 months sic loft oakag to  
:e.; by another Oapt.z.tin -.:hose name is an 

me at the Cur.:] for .about tr: 3 
:(! :11.0nt 113 prior to the disbandment of the 

Comp I was allrxxd to live with r,yfamily 
.;7.1 14o. 12, in crani.f...al which is about 

itIo. 	I usually arrived at the GL .13D 
the evening at about 1900 hrs. or 2030 hrs, 

cif service in connectiun with tha Inter-
:10 viay concerned viith the discifline or 

; c 

" • 

The Ca was about 2/3 of a mile on each side 
practice:1.3.y stI.,..1are 	 huts wore built from 

to t..5r.e until .5;000 to 6,0 i Ps0-3-  were accomodatcd the 	in 192;.1 
the ..,.nfirtuary consisted of two large wooden bits. One but beim, 
"divit.ed into tao parts. 	i a part for use as an o?;erating theatre 
end he serlond ocrt cents! cd about eieht licds. 	The other hut, close 

	

,..as used for 1:latients .t:ffering With infectious ailr.onts. 	The 
reds in the Infirmary 	irovided with kt:2e.eial blankets and white 
bed t heets. [,bout 	ts  € Infirmary vats onlared and the tao 
were connected by ilea= of t: covered passaviay.. 	the top en0 . 
of the ...1.aric huts were was: bo.7-1.3 and 3.atrines and .'hen the extension 
of tt.c :Lnfirmiry to 3:i -01.30( 	SE.Ilitarj aeC. 	z. .6 ion was made 
avai able. :Also added to the infirmary at this 

s
tar was a Dental 

Liurgt::::y and t ais Dontai. 	£1 °1 	 about -  the *pring Di 

1943.. 	I 1 19.;.2 a stone bc.:115.:33 was added to the Infirmary, this :vas 
to kitchen.. 	f;T i1 	am able to reneml-icr thore would be 

6 C,..v 2f:wads. 	[?acs Occ„picC: 33r only 0ffice:2s and the other five icy 
`amts. My c.uty at 'it 3 Car.;p did not include the slioervjx...ion 

of ar: r Of these comnoands. 	I omitted to zontion that in addition 
to Lt. ITEM, who -1.,as 	lie...ital. Officer, there Y::e7e tin other Offitters 
11010 :.,re qualified as Dentists. 	Those two Offtee:z..s: were kajor 
8.31 :=3)1 and -;Jto ACCARDO 	who .1 have Ireviosly 	ixation 
of... 

I can re- 3s-1-1  in all it- cases of shooting at tha 
Call) whilst I was there. 	1 le only one which v:as prescfr_t 
lamed Lately after the shoot ig was in the case of a P.O.W., celled 
Biers :WAR'. It would be •a mut 1900 hrs or 2000 hrs in the wintertkiLe 
Oi 1%4 . I was dia.% at t ie time in the Offf.oers mess when a Sold ier 
arriv.te and informed 00.10•C.4. CAThlikiA that a P.O.W. had boon shot.. 
I acc.impaniod Col. CALCATII:I. i and the Medical Officer of the day 
(I forget who this would be) to the Infirmary there I saw the P0?.' 

was bleed:i )g from the side 	the nose.. BICKEIRSTAFF 
was g 	Medical treatment Ind was sent to tho Hospital at ITDI1E 

otler to ha vu his nose Gpi :rated on. 	In No\iknnber 191.1.1 I rem I ilbe 
an in, :i.Liont at the Jamp cor..a timing the cutting of the hair of the 
Psaq., 	1 arrived on the scie ie in company witer, Col, 0aLCAFIRR.A 	The 
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; 	 ; 	 -; • 
, • , 	.; 	

• 

. 	1"• 

I L.. 	V 
;

flpi..11." the (3::-.•2 ar;:: 

.::e 
Ck 	 17h.i 	 • or 	 • 

• • .-;.;::Vo 	 le%-r ...';•• 	 • 	0113 
• ,vas 	sto-2.--; 	 :71•?:ttr to 

in -:;his -01.1-11:-.2.in:3 
tacica.i 1-re_Eatt.0.1:IT 

./,.-

• 	

i ij 	at Ore.: 
: • 	-; he 5.r 	 ho-'ever 	Car.i.Cd JOE.:17 	 wvs asfO.3T 	When a load of 

	

ct the railway st 	at I„ 	 c'elaY•so vkialt t o • the.sa:i..Ivray 
3a-lq) 32eailer bE::C..:71().15.111  cr.d 	ztcud of 	 uni.cad:i.n.?;o1 tC -4..arnelf.;„ 	(.43 arrivtll 

dul.y W;)3 170 eXII;Ilt -le the 
.:‘1'oe.i.f that.  the sealf.1 rrerc. intact 

;1.y 	the; Cam? I.,z),ader„  
7 17; 	 atti..13 	 tirao“ 	*era 	caaea.. • 
•
kdt:;Jyt 	V ei.1",ish 1,:ed 	 rdere small 

--;,2"'.! were f 	 The ter,or.ioon 	C,Z•03:.:z itrce.1.8 wore 
-='t)r 	ijsChir 	 iszmad rem 2::111..EIC:3.. 	We 
)arge et-trier. of' 	• lz oods: 	i..1.1.0.1hir,g and YeetiCa1 

a-; the Camp through ti ,.. fled 
flaead ii:tiodi..e.toly at the disposition 

f Ian-*dicta 	t: a .74.c.jor Bfl1iS. 	All :tied Cross suppli6s e itred at -;*;he Oatap 	:.:eorazd in a book kept for thi 
Tti 	

s 
book 	.1..Ltton by tile Si;- I.nreter 1,:ho 

t3 be 
 

o duty C.,. 	day of the hrrival of the goods 
aay 	 pek!,e.e. from -thio book each r.ago 

,!• 	V h -3 211 the 	7.; 	 the 	W138 art (t:hilorsow,rrt; 
 the .;.s.let thtit tt...ere were eape:)ified 

• : 	iiach page va3 divided itto 
date to bc.. wr-..,-tto-.01 in the first . 

T... 	i;ite :3k; ;

• 

.1 -.Q 	 (!! VI 	e• 'the paree.1'.a hat-4 beon 
_;'ro2 	also 1-,0 	izatted j, itt tario third e,:loittrna the.; 

2 I.Elr ; 	Of a /IC?* RyJe t; or ot)-iv 	wh.,, had reeeivLA 
the 1,4 rcle.t :to 	t 	•_:ziniT, 1,p ,?t; 	 1■ F, 

1 

•.. 	
• 

• , 

:•.,• 	. • 
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Ocrlinuon „ 	- 

icimetimes EtECIWYT Wils relieved from his duty in which case 
8gt, Major TO1L8 would be present at the store to take his 
plane, I now recall the' nano e the POP who4 referred ce as 
WHIP, his nano was John BooT or r3O0TH, With rep;ard to the 
procedure edopted for Private !'arcs?: this was a little dii?cront. 
On the arrival of the private parcels ot tha roi.kfo station at 
CIVIDALb or in UDINI J. went to the rAlviay station 	cemeany 
with Camp loader h-BECROFT, and again the sufficient num7aor of 
POW to oarry out the uniot:ding of the iwrcals, :lenerally 
speaking I found at the lest OMeo eoolleto rocords resardinz 
the parcels. These raccrds contained the particulars of where 
the parcel was from and to whom it War. to bo delivered to. 
This list I chooked in (=junction with the no4tw of paroslo 
and if any parcels wore dauaged or opened a note was mado to 
this effect in the presence of the Camp Leader. Tiro parcels 
were then loaded and brought to 'the Cam; vhore they -acre etora:  
in the but of which have already explained was set aside 
for the personal Parcels. The private parcels woro recoAed in 
a book kept 	storo, 	This record was kept by Pat JOHii i!O0TI1 
(or BOOT), 	Thir3 record book vao similar to that which Rio kept 
with regard to the Red Cross parcels, 	lihon the PC, received t!le 
pared' he was required to sign for it. 	If any parcels 'acre 
received at the Camp for a'POY who was not at Comp 57, the 
particulars of the parcel and to vhem it was for vas fo:,vvri.i.c6 
to the Red Crosseltnerities and later information wculd be 
reoeived from the Red Cross inotructins that tho parcel be 
then forwarded to some et)er Pe( W Camp where the POiV woo detained, 
I omitted to mention thai; when Eod Croa parce2s wore to be 
received at either CIVIDA:JE or MUM railway station, a fo7r 
doe preViously a notification would be roceivod at tho Cemz) 
from the lied Croaa cuthorties as to the quently 	percels 
that had been dispatched for the Camp. TX the seals were broen 
on the railway wagon or tile number of percale Tihieh arrived 
at the railway station did not correspond Lith the numLor 
which had beenatated would arrive for use at the Clamp, a note 
in triplicate would bo sent to varinue Dlacos, I knot that one 
would be eont to the Red Cross sna en other went to the Mlitary 
Authorities at UDINE, This record would be sivned by the Italin 
Offioer present at railu07 r„tation , whieh arcs' be ;Tsy:Icif or 
en Officer deputizing for me, the etailp Leader, end thin - 7.ould 
also bear the endorsement of Col, 0;',LCAT72, 

On abcut the 9th or 10th G.  September 
1943 I went to my home in CIV1DALE. The day artor I went to 
the Military Hospital at UDIN) for the nurpcce of boia3 exauimd 
by the Military Doctor there as I did not foe. - roll in myse:!.f 
and I thought I was suffering from Pleurito 	had 
previously examined by the 0.bdical Officer at tt,c Camp (14t, 
PAUJI830) and he had advised me to visit the Nouital at UDIM 
I was not detained and returned to py hoc at 0.1.71a1W:l. and viers 
to the Camp where I 2ollrld the Patr already paraded for despatch 
to Germany, The Camp at this tic Was in the (;harge of a Cermon 
Commandant 	He waa to Cept, of the 'S3'. Cola CALCATERRA was 
present at the Camp at that time. 	Col. CALL Ti! 	informed Eg 
that I could oollect my kit from ,tle Camp and return tc my home 
at CIV1DaLE 	Which I did. 	This vuu34 be abcAt the '.3-th Sept. 
1943. I remained several daysafter days at C11.11DAIE. having 
released myself from the Italian Arry end wont 	SCIOLa near. 
to THIN aoocepanied by my wifo and two ohildrwl- I lived in 

SCIOLES at the home of Signor GARONWT1 until thla 25th 

1945, and at the armiatioe with Germany I then r;oeic Iv family 
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Continued 

(5 ) 

to TURIN, living at Via n 
About Hovambor. 1%5 I :nor 
have always had III busine, 
coy arrest 	I do know t h, 
railway station at UDINE 
19/0 	I had at that tim( 
I had nothinz whatever to 
at any time illegally dini 
oontents and any allezatic 
Any parcels received at ni' 
TUYIN, or despatched tkci% 

with my Dental businc 
or J.:ental equipment of 'Jai 
BERLIN at my various addrc 
I carried on dy business 
pr:I.vate business .ruz.Ing 
finished. 	I therefore de 
addresses in Italy. Thor 
record of these sondinss c 
MILAN, All these parcel:,  
from the German firms. 1 
the name of an other firm 
Another firm was MAMOR La 
at TURIN and MLA can be 

roini No. 22, the houno of uy mother. 
a with my 2 amily to ;ULM where I 

and whovo I was et the time of 
t 	Cross parcels arrived at tilo • 
nd OTVID4.1.E of 	the lith Sopter:axr 
fipished duty at the Camp end therofoc 
Co yith those ps.rcein, 	I have not 
coed of an-; Red Cross porcoin 	their 
n that I did no is absolutely false. 
addro:;a at (D/MALE, FZI012/:,E, and 

fT JD:, have boon  entirely in connection 
Lis, 	I have in fact received 1-j largo eD SCS 

ions kinds from F.VJOUTORTEth and 
snot. at MILAII and OIVIDJILE where 
?;".c" Meirch 151;5. 	I used to attend to ru 
: eve.- ngs after my duty at the Camp as 
si)atehod a large number of parculo to several 
) were sent to Dental &Tates. A COMdlete 
.1 .1 be found in my offices at TURIU and 
contained only Dental articles which came 
lo naue of the firm is 2P,DA of MI:COMM.& 
e?.11ed PHAINADEliT4L also from PAANCOPORTEM, 
/3AT0RICIM of BEVJAN WANSSE. At ray ofticon 
round the reoenlls of thcse roceits, 

5gd:- OAROZZI knric o 

have read over the above statement, 
It is true and correct and 2 have had the ooportunity of makinz any 
alterations. 

Enrico CAROMI. 

'Statement taken down by: .:rio AIMS, Srlt. 60 Lcetion, 

• Invest ration Brench,.0:P.,Police, CI;T: 
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2D9 P. L tt' 
O.M r. 
27 :May i946. 
111.0 6■•••■001.01.... . 

FURTI.;!-Ti :_lAT73.10INT OF :- 

CAROa Enrico, Oriptein, 
son of :filar lea eorge (deceaeed)e  
No. 	Sri.e TORINO, 
MILAN. 
•••• IMO OP •••• 	a• • • ••••• 

T have bean ceutiots? that I em not obliged to aay anything unlese 
wish to do so but what ever do eay will be taken doen in writing and may ba 
g*ven io evidence. 

(4;d) 3. CAROM. 

follows: - Further tc my stele ,eat _lade by me on 4 Aeril 194.6, r  can state us 

During the time tha 
of P's0.W. kit took place on 
may times this took place. 
*tarried out by the officer it 
Interpreter. 	As a result o' 
parcels were confisct tod frOQ 
believe was to prevent P1 5.0. 
escape attempt. I do not kr 
place but were passed on by 1 
taken included soap, cigaretl 
varied in Amount on different 
brought into my office with a 
carried out the search. 	Alt 
COL C.PJOATERRA and then the 
wished to buy them. Naturol 
and on other occasions all of 
would buy some of the article 
of *these articles was aleays 
I was told that this money ..a 
Pie.0.1ir, 	I do not know If t 
I had no further in 	in 

I was stationed et PG 57 I remember that searches 
a fee oceael.ons. I cannot remember exectly hoe 
I never- took part 1.11 this searches which were usual le 
charge of the perticular compound end the Compound 
these searches certain commodities of Red Cron: 
the P's.O.W. 	Tho object of these searches I 

i. accumulatine supplies which slight aseiet in an 
who gave the order for those esserchee to teso 

13 Camp Cemmandent. 	The usual supeliee which 'Were 
'33, tee and sometimes coffee. 	These supplies 
eccasiona. 	After a search the supplies wee:: 
list, and handed over by the ofCicer who had 
le this I would show the Sist to the Camp Commanilent 
e.hicles eould be sold to various officers who 

somo officers did not buy any of the articles 
would buy a smell Aare. On some occaelons I 

s meself. 	The monies I collected free the solo 
landed by me to Ceptoin Y.S60dNI, the ;V.:411th. Officer. 
used for ;ho betterment of thtt food for the 
.s was correct, es after handing over the money 

effeir. 

I know that similar sear lies took place with the Italian soldiers, 
who received Red Cross articl in exchanee for bread etc from the P's.O.W. 
It is possible that when thee supplies were later sold that the moniee obtained 
were used for the betterment ..f the Italian soldiers's food. 

(6gd) E. CARUZZI. 

I have read over the abo'e atatement which is correct and true and uncle 
voluntasily. 	T can speck the Enelish language. 

ISO) S. CAROM'. 

Statement taken down by N.E. /IDDLETON, Oeptein, D.A P.M. (SIB) 

D.J-1,G's Office, CIN, 0i4' 
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:1 

ctlifidcno,2 	 07)1ie to 
co c;-..f; thotz-ivth.111 / 60 .t.wf 	bc nritten 	 1)o ;:;.,vm in kvinee, 

z.beu;; the. (.th of 7.c) 43:  L COMAGM: 17.tallc0. 
at 1--iasza :::is*f:'Ori 3, CrA.U.,-Povj..oPc e.;7 VDTB. 
,1:3.0ed a3 n Oers' 	 the C.:12i-!crs of the 

cam frox the (,:;ariaen CJoNand, G3sa del 
in it COINP, 	bc:Irch-,:n I 	tour ;.;reupe of 
oov/osed ot ff.vc or sf:: perclo. Lt CtliWaL 
Qt.CQ1:3 each contaihini: about 200 

took the ciEorett-as  • PRP,IPRL1LCCO ,eherc 
nj .'eroily, 	I 	that thcae ei:rettes 

to orf.sonerso. Camp 57 and .. would not have 
Am taot that 	colEiAmg: told He the (!:.zerettco 
o nib: .- or 	previously taken =ay by 
dove the renainim g.:ou:os 	p,;.rcels were ror 
0A107,74, Copt QUA:UTERI an0. for Lt Celaral. 

oppolt;h7:.ty 
is true :‘:.nd 

k3icned) :A:(7,(31c WSCONI, 

uve x%:ild over iho abve statemmt and have hcd thc 
of nak.ng eny olteratian or a6ditiDns Micro ncelsol.7,ry, 	It 
is nod voluntm-ily, 

(2Jined) cdc1c VASCOa- 

:utfy that the 31)072 stateTcnt was taken by re 
through the mcdiu of Pato 	Cffio:al Interpreter, en 23 Apr 
46, Et 

(3it.:ned) R.L PuIRER. 
%/20777 sj1-  P0T1YP4R 

78 L:;ectien LIB CMP. 

I .crt:_fy that thc above tr:Insiation frofl Itaitn 
is -true 	correct. te the beat of wy 

(Signed) Dotto LOM. 
Offinta Interpreter, 

into 1:-.1.s bAroc..1 
This at: -ess v.-as t; 

:1,111.0 )7  
Peaco. 
pereSla, each grci.  
gave no 	Or !:3 
FA! 	eiarct: 

I 'Jac 	Y..esiaance 
wen) inteed for 
taken thun but tom 
had been taken frc.) 
the Gezni-,ns, 	I 
Co? 	 Ca 
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■; YILI:v 4( 

tho 

• 

66, 

In May 0 .3-,'isene.6 	Wax. Camp 57 =s est.:,blisbed at CRU.'.=PIC-1'1211'0, 
POO 

The same mLinth I 1-  
I remaiee: in this capacity u 
after t!lc TtaVan kmistice i 
feared GcrwaDY4 

The entire staff c 
600 solliers, 7:0 Carabinicri, 
and senb7ies du'l.es whilst th 
of the Camp by iii i and day 

p,)e to the ever in 
divided into Ccur 80Ct7374 

Col 0ALCATErah cf 
ranging in the fAlcaing sequ 

(i) Lt Col SWACO - V 
(2) Major PACOTTO 	C 

Capt S:11v:ET.TI C 
CaPt VASCOn - A 

a 
Capt CAI:07:MT - I 

(6)Lieut COLNACIIC-
(7) Lieu t LOSCDI - 

Red Cros::: supplies 
wad althouji i was AdjutLnt cL 
inveice res])ccting the natun 

Capt a&Rozzd was i: 
his responsibility for tir: 
the poi 

Scmetiwe ding le.  
uoted through-)ut the entire Ct 
cigerettes'.e  tobacco and soap 
possession of more ofthese cil 
warranted. 	The cigarettes, 
at Capt OAROZZI'S cffioe her 
reasonable prices, 

t1-..; Camp rheri! 	vas 'later -2rted Lojuta7c:.-. 
I- T11 te Camp rns handed over.' to the tieralans 
Sep 0, when the pvlsorers ':ere subsequently 

' 

	tns- 

he Camp was Italian personnel comprisi:Ig'of 
toad 25/30 officera, The s--adiers carried out guards 
Carabinieri patrolled the interier and the per:½ic tc  

tintaining striat disciplinary measure. 

)..asing number of :irisonrs arriving. the .:"amp 
k an officer commandins each sector. 

;he rcu was the Camp Cemmandant, his subordinates 
.3.ces 

cc Ccmma;ICant and 01:7cer Commanding one secto-
cii.lmanding one sector 

..inisLroti)n efficer. 
nmanded one sector for Short peri-A., after which 
E2St' ire Camp cvzrter fasters 
c.rpreter, In ccmplete charEc 	su7ervision 
Red Cross supplies at t:ho CAL1P, 

rrp' Quarter Yasr. 
command of a further sector" r-,2 the Camp 

orriver.. a the Camp at cLmparatively regalax incr\n' 
the Camp I at:vol.- rec,-dved any corespDndeucc 
of Rea Cross commodities that arrived thee. 

complete charce of all 	 supplies ant it was 
lectiun aJd. subsequent distribution of the parcels tc 

s 1942 	early 1943, fcrtniEhtly searches re:..c, cr- 
ap, under instructions issued by CALCI:TEURA, and 
re cof:fiscated if the prisoners were fortad to T:e in 

redities the:). t'nan the distribution of parcels 
obacco and soap were then handed over to me or left 
it was later sold amcng the Italian ()Moors at very 

was 

The proceeds from.; 

collected by Capt VASOONI. Ac' 
specific purpose of supplemen. 
not for the welfare or the pr: 

ha sale of the iigprettes, totacc and soap were 
j,ristatin Officer. who utilis2c1 this money foa? the 
ing the P.::od rationing of the Italian soldiers and 
.soners, the source fr...1m whore the money came 

On three -..iscasions cnly I 'cunt these ccmmedities:  hAnding the money 

to vAscula, 

VASCOld. wa& 



• 
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V_IECONI v.,a,s also •71 
an( thc-15.,  

	

Coif:ail-led. any: Of tile 	1-  
I- 

t7.3.0 
tLt.'t 

(.7 
%.E.;21,..! 

I Le 
itho -Alah!.-.7.. 	I 	 z 
:co held. at the 

,e 	1_n charge .-:r.th? 
in 	 :E C 

cie 	 :•■••••:.•;•• 	 . 	. 	 . 	_ 

• •' 	. 
• • 	. 

'Coca:re of no 	 -L . 	 • 
:!". am fullSr convinced. 

Seve::.4 shooting 
priscners occurred Alilet 
fmeideKts but I mmembe 
tarter surroundinE the 

sentAx:.3 responsible, tle nz. 
1,000 llze fmm CALCITERRA 
any dates of the :,.;b_i-,otinr in( 
the subject 

On 1 So, 43 corp 
imm,,!eiato trasfer i the prf 
persenrA. left the Camp fearj 
into residence at o .noarby 
to Jiy 1.v.ime. at LELL 

;-; t in(f :fl 	:1C deatjic. 
Camp, I 

reports cr.,:::...tten by CJLCtT. 

Lf prisL.,ners whilst attemptiro: 
carnet reoc111, 

tu periods 
odd. 

troops came to 
iier. to Cer,Lary., - The . 

they vas...,  
roweininf:: there cnt2.--1-. 

On 2() So 2 43, I 1.c 
Camp ft tne 	purt..sofic 
On 2..ny a:rrival I Tnurc. 
Com,cane; siturted 	a buildir 

	

An 	01'f 	mess 
saw the...e 	t 

	

COLINA(*OI. t 	Qrart.r.; 

	

There 	0:Lso Capt C 

	

officer :named 	...1.::.):Jrati)30 	I ca 
-...;:hat time CllitrALE,.. 

1 1.1.'11.0 6. to CIV:r.11i:r...J.g,  
receiving, it 

.J(3.11:11:Eaa:•). 7.7as in 
•.; nwaed CASA. 

clue 	 -2.711.1).C.'3.;.; 
faell S 	 CC:J.11.13ml.;  

estabru:hea at •Piazzr: Risto:;.-.1. , C JICL. 
t -.Ga -i.a.eviously been on t 	staff -at 	j - • 41 . 
Y.faster of-  the Camp -.ca s in c:rmplete- 	cf 

Capt VA.WOD1, Capt 	ana a .:1c6ical 

	

,:lot remember tile 1*.r. ales ftu 	 el'Et 

Ore ;_.a..y about the 	Sep L3, 0011.11.UT..1 
vehi.o:.e laden wit.o...iZed. Cross _Juppl 34 	These supplies -.701' 	0:2  

• at the officers mess. 

The following a 	: he.a an occasion to 1771sit CO CI in hi: 
the mess and. there 1 saw abcu 60 or 70 small parcels stacked at one side 'of 1:is 
room,. 	No conversation was h 2d 7...earding the parcels. but I recall havinE r:eticed 
t crlARETT11.3' written et some 	the labels c.Y.? the parcels,. 

I have never recei red an:".- parcels frem COUTAGITI cir ap.;yone els.e 	ti-me 

About the 'beginning 
informillE me that he had brouj 
parcels in accordance with 
that a room was to be prepared. 
there. 	T. oeunted the parcel 
accurately remember the numbe-.4. 
elzceeded 2,000 in all, 

of Oct 43, CON:a.ACHI came to mo at Casa Del Fasc.:;. -; 
a load of parcels from 	17C. Sn., 	I 

ructions received from CALCATTSRPA the pro7L.u:-. 
and I was to attend. to the storage of the 
during the process o..? storace ux1 although I cannot 
of parcels brcught from the mess. I 1,:nc.:7 that they 

The prcels varied. 	in size end I believe a nu.nber 	the7a • 
containk-..d.tobacco and ci,r-aret-1-.,:s, 

The room at the CciTanc3_ wa then .1.c:eked. and I retained tha key, 

i 	not a s'ar 	, . . . . 
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• PARTICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT 

Sworn statements by 	(i) Giuseppe aTTILA 
(ii Dr. Christian LAURONER 

( iii Hugo 31a1SA77131,TD 
(iv Enr i c o CAROZZI 	1st Accused. 
(v Fedele VASCONI 	3rd Accused. 
(vi Enrico ,JJALTIERI 4th Accused.  

2818 

Although a large number of other affidavits are available it is thought 
that the above would be sufficient to secure conviction. 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 	 2819 
(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 

responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence ; 
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

No possible defence can be envisaged. 
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Date Submitted 	Decision of Commit,ee I 

3 CARDS CHEcKtro" 

ithIST 43 

189756 1'893/11 5008 Snf., 	1.3,4 51,1 

a 9 ALC 1911 



(For the Use of the Secretariat) 

Registered Number. 
2821 

Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

6 AU 1946 

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 

CHARGES AGAINST......__ 	 

CASE No 

- 	- 	- 	• 	, 
)) 	 ,.. • 

.WAR CRIMINALS 

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. • 

1 , 
.1 - .• 1.1. • .4 • 

(Not to be translated.) 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

• 

• • 
' 	 - S.. 	• 	.• 

Number and descrip- 
tion of crime in war 	- 

crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

of 
• • 

... 	• 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 
• 

I. • 
• 

' A 

2. 

1277 

TRANSMITTED BY 

• Insert serial number under which the case is registered in the files of the National Office of the accusing State. 

(29555) Wt.P.252 4 	5,000 5'46 A.& E. W.Ltd. Gp.685 
(30449) Wt.i' 1163 17 1,000 10'45 
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Or 

Date Submitted 	Decision of Committee I 
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' 	 '• 

7 	
. 	• 

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

- 
' 	v  •  

• ............. 	• 	• 	....... 	• • 

Number and descrip- 
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 	

. . ... 	  „ 

I 	I,. in2  

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

:L 
• 

(For the Use of the Secretariat) 

Registered Number. 

3e7/ 

2821 
Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

6 ABC 

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 

CHARGES AGAINST 	 .WAR CRIMINALS 

CASE No. 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

+Ai 

• tt 

)... 	 ,sa 11 

TRANSMITTED BY . 

• Insert serial number under Which the case is registered in the files of the National Office of the accusing State. 

(29655) Wt.P.252 4 	6,0006'46 A.& E. W.Ltd, Gp.685 
1:10449) 	11't.1' 111,3 17 5,000 1,(115 
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1. 	J 

P 	P 
Ao, .4.11114 	•■••••1 

, 	 . 
..110a. • 1. 	• • 	 a. 	 • 

•." 	 wows. so.. 
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I , ',"k10 t.tofersig1:.(4. 	 tt-a lat3 Voreit•vw 
3--)E1TINT- 7 ZC (Pevic;c) on. t)-.5:t .• 	1 

P 	a' 	tio fcj w: 

On ',ae 	 9/44, I wasi1V1fl yr': 	 prieel; cf tbi 

	

tit 	 tete lc. the ever•inr. tetvxx n 	(•.0 "icure ;Ind 

	

. it.*rj ant, --a.irc:ra.f; f r,and„ looking up, oc.w 	 airc:rof 

	

so; 	 iipirtilit3H;e3y.  . f icr,. vitt: iTheli 
tu.p"':' 	; 	 hoer o 10 110101' 	Or. & cotintry hence 

inc • 	*.i.)roni 	ro I var.; , 	 to "::•1 -3 lcute. 	I lexr.cd.i.atr33y 
ti ,ope 	 .t a ptuit:oan ar..t 	e:Vicer I 'ix LY),Ti. cr3en3 	17e 

r V1E3it; 	u2ene or any cr:toncti 1111.ue, aie.11; to altoit the crew 

	

oecape. 	tEl I 	ti:.. 	'reu.rn-liot.v. 	 o rainu'i:os f ran 

	

houef-1, I 61IW an ai 	n lyitig en -,:he gr'Cktia• 'it 1

• 

4y 4VE:.:3 /lie ptirt3.3T- çened 
,? aCbtr-a, 	atini,T. Vjfl CE113:f.ng oui 	:,•;;!.,3i.en 9217.!.ng for,  Wilter rfe 
"t its", 	At 	nr_frfe 	.1:arkers of tic Fli1" Priged.,F, aryrivx-1 15n:1  '3",71 

I *CI t r.o airraur,. 	Arc: 3 tlx-nite 	cg.:i8CE: 7cf.,Ritt I 
1,:t.eft. 	:Ai:- IN worst 	to g:i'e 	Water tc- tile 	 ;1- 	f 

• eris f€ him. 	.72.37LAW.iNT 17;sti:on o ck tht bci t th2 
E-uc hit!..),:j.in 	1-tio i5t;.• 	EbCj tie. 	 txL reclov•Al h,ii6:;.;r1rt•-: 	7 

	

monf.y. 	1/11:.e; 1 	 on, A C?.133'lr:T. 1111,C .1 ern 	y ( 

kiltia:.tt3..e for ratitz.L., -.1 lerrine, k.E:143(Y.1- and a.:(1n) 	f;':-.E ;LiC!Itlti t1", 

	

/.:1.-sj fwd., Itilf.) oet 	 cam 	 i;he .;i.. 	. 
1.'; 	o gun 	'.11. 	 014.; ;::, 
it( 	 fie then 	 :I.; under lho 	• 
tit !' grfe, 	tit 1t2 :3111t):1( r.:1t; be alotiirbod 	retnr-ned. wfl 
tit::,.:tCEL c.c.J1 	hen 	cs. cno al.ritztrl't:(L03U1"r 	4 C 	w:'e erkJ c 

c,)t, 	 prsmielrc t, c reit;-777. 	h,:;.)..1, an boxo. 	41.E1  

	

i•:3 he 	I. 	 clar,l, 4  . 
eti ; • 	id );.; •;: atilt I 	 draw 1.177±-i2V 	 onF3 
fai 	!fie. 	0.1) 	 Ati.v atf a r.i.iv,z2..-:-/ar of an hour, the 

.4.th 	(ATICE1'. 	lelvk t,h!) :e•lecik ,Brigade if • 
tip, iti ley °VII documstitz, but f1-1.53- 	Jr) the 
the.„ fiekad 	t iyhe('t 	 an,: 	(11» pilet. 	oti'.11. taive). 
rj 	 then 	:t• to .:71-1!" bustling hc.lcs in o -der to r.ler. .1.14 te 
si .•cen 	 their' dcatiat,nt?... 	...laty.rell,y, tame hal beer. 
tt ect. 	After 	iri 	or so, tile officart rei;uniel to the ivaancloi alnun 
tt-. 'rot 1.4 	dtad so . At left. 	An soon : 	ta:1 left  
• 17..n11.s 	 .(A11.1.17.1 	jaoirift, ring anl ttle icok 
• ta.,tx;n€. 	 he olareci with 	 ZI Lo::k the xxra6:rat!:: t.o 

flrxre 	Y then .1e1":-. .41eacent: sal saw 1.te airman's ,7..o3y 	EV4(11:301's 
liatev, on the 	I /least -:9144, the rn w hoci.kctit to tba Oweterv, 

p.L 	f in thi Cemetery kortuarv: '; )37 the Bi.ack irde 	V4.hen 
thq, Jeff I Wi Mc:. ' :trig 	of the c'erivrtezy 	the .rman -  ,hot)s in 
hil hurl an'.4, band the) t,:er,  to another*  PTSMO, his c:o.11eate. 	The aiiraan cytr. 

n€,;x:r: 	 with the !ti,ileii.0.13 c the oth,v alurer. 

11 	 gyor ; 	 nar irit:•,  

	

a0110-", 	 'utb atd, 	

▪  

it 

7.?:,e.r,-:netirt Meflro  
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1L. 
.6.141 Ss... 

• ..4}i.; 
s • 	 • 

-Vs()) ;l'AP,..; • 	t14PP1' 	r 	.. 	• aurrai., Stosma.4- 	 4.•■■■•., Oat, 

1) 	ui.le....aagric.;, 	Eti-a.i.o of 1.)::irt:Ao• ar  
tta at Ii 	Pie 	 livang 6o. 	 111 rtie 
cfb  fi:itta2  Alla Rom, sa:. 

rte 	c1 itie ?nci AuguAt 1944, 	:Lezr.ng in t?.;e lAya(ift In the 
cot yard cr 	 1. wa;-; peptise/1 end .;.he Blat.:k Bri.gade ;vere tecer us, 

A6 2. 	•rsoun3, 	we awaiKeitel !4 a plena c:'•923hj.rig inc the rcoC of 
my :uJ3e 	1de aircrelri was a 	ist win engl.rea acmter ar$1 

VP it: fDonea, 	I4.1? . 4;fe art:iretnily arJ. nc. b.ro 	faT1v were jr thO11,:xse. 
I 	 Y.tki 	-ouse tu.Lsth 	,-*as 	try 	rf5 
Thy; _fixer end 	 cia 	Trj_enla ee.,•e1 IV I Ito U4t bui 
ate]. 1'6 wee rric;c3S.b3.‘i 	E.Wle rrr eez'ond t. 	'rj. w:fe 	ti.ree 
Or' ad :L.; - :12 	all 	thcim 	in the flie, 	A;.4 17V 	Nae t,urned, 

tck 'out,  li'101,1fteu;._ went 	Ater, 1: .0; r.,ot oarre 	frail .!:he 
bay 'et-) I slaw 	the 	t parachatie ani. TJ ailn...Av 	 3.n 
pat..., but I 3.ert• him tc 	to the aesietan::e of 	 raw next: lay, fry 
naiktaboure told ti) thal 10 bte.-2•;,-  .i.013iDS of th,ve (4meti had tt.ien ra.,e;;;,i Cr= 
the plenea 	do ii-A lulu; what hiveneci to tee al/mar, that I saw or the) 
ei.x...:Erot that 1e IAi and vos bliaieCi in 1-iie1cci1 ceuet,)ry a 41,Et; 1.ater when 
rkiralons of 	 tboa • alma.; ram) also ttrej.ezt, 

13eirig ;inat):11,  to 11441"".1.. 1.7 he 91K..ve has been reed r.:,*€.:p 	me and 	is 1:ruez 

MottK. 
28,i6/1.150 

Leesed : ,3gd0 Dens 
31 OPeErgio Ugo, Wig?d.Coiestuya0 

The above) stee.tedeW vas taireL 	me and need oer 1.•<. 	vr:tneue in 
tbe ivesea:te r F,:itlecr 	rule 	1 	PC:1:. 

I bine ere-t37 	 :I I to the k:ei4-. cr rty :4151:1ily 	krIewlf.dge 
ttv Efiglish 1ar401-40. 

ji..seph VLce 	iti Itterpr'3i•07.`•,,  
Fte: A.,F, Police,. /4-api.r.,e 0 
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owovussaretixe 

Ecs.f 
Wallow•••••■•■•••■•• ■•••■••••••••■ 	 4". 	 mka 

aVa-41.4.10:i-ueeppe 	 a 
Avid 	C 	)11,0 ( .10( 1(10) on he : 	'3( .„. I al 

31.ssi-a 	.: 	t.! 

I 	tthc,. botr; 	metres it'au 	fr.Ler..d DAVI Erminior 
.5.14  rig-r,t:ci 	21.41 	 afier,  abou'i-  23. (I.) text.,:s 	nip awakened k7 
dI citod, expl?:eion. 	I vitn ail-  al. aw that DAVI Etir.oi hz.-aise wa13 Oorring, 
liTridiate.17., I went .t:) • ne p'16.7e en1 Olen I go*t.  thcre fund ti-at tile cause of 
Iff.4 fire wee tin 	twcpenglnel aircraf;. which 1:ad fallen en the house 
Au about 13 or 	rretrtv away Vora .ino house I ear 1-n worpenee. parachui:e and lin 
tiii w 	Y1Eg tai airuti ., who wa calling cu 	 "rfar Mother, V4ter"-, 
:;:kta•ore 	give him any aselstance,. ebait rive r,:antere of the liak Bride 

tch T rt:cogriieet MTh' and CO3C1 	elartecf;. to shake him to 
Inr...kv him •,-alk- 	At 1::.;e: mix:7A,, a Germart Offjcer, • belie. he w.x.) Captain .  who 

	

bre twin 	 ''he member@ o the 11LT. k BriLWe for the iti.r19..ti•;3 
7ietle,  wo-e 178:1dea tt. him anci f_.cra then I ta4crEitocd the ainnert 

wm, in Auntrallen., 	this poi t• t I left to give ix3iSta1;CV to the others 
.tuc',9r the Milne, 	Af.E1' about an hour- an a half, I re.,.urned home whereI 
iusd c;titaide ny doer,: Ihe airman; 	We t•rought him ewe water tu,.. be we 
a.uay :1694, 	Tte Ble:k Brigadf., then se'arclied hitt at-;1 tcoli: away all It 

caalone) the 	n igea left outside ray house au 	and 'the following 
rnuzr.ting I Eit3w.ete:1 ir r=_::..overing the Ihvez retzmiLit bodies from t'le air;:raft, 
1it 	tte 	".7t:e tr.t,• of 	firat afrfm9n was talen to the villoge end was 

deky 	or, 

Le &bie etatecont is the i-Puth and 	real 1•:.: over., 1 	ow name, 

t 
/4.5, 	witrieestxt 	r3gd. Smorgen Cie 

:3g 	Oreggio Ugo Brig: cd410stura., 

1Y.tb abt;':e atatectalw wAe aken dcwrt by re in he preaerr.e of 3?.1;12-.H,‘ Harting J 
11■',, Police;  and la ts.anale-.Teki, to 4 he beet of mi.  ei)ility ard Irrowledge of the 
,1.41.144 lemuage, 

-ttign,) .Joe Vuost Official 
RA-F Poli:e, 
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St WIZ, :1`  
•10y • • 

	

t i  a 1:1-43.nigned fIT:4111;1.".t3-• lilt 	of .1alel_oiii i he 	Mar:Inge:1i 
!,...tertifc....-,rn 	1'ont c 	13: iAs.; 	da. 	one z o ct tile 	4./. 9 I 	:or:in 	it 

( R :iigo) :  I: ai a NO 	OWii :- 

	

On the nirht of • 1 2n1 tIviliet 	I wan cf-31:.ed to is.'.ve 
atialetance f:.; I n 	3i71119.1) it-CN SY Ca dyliq. 	 st the s,,z- eno 
I “as 	fr1L31 %rat •.:11( p..iO vt..0 still alive„ but Iltriost in 1- 7-ie satie breath 
• toit tct r:;:)ur az:r. 	i*rc;on 	 n ma clecd, 	CexT,rn 
C.7i'icer wai 1*.;ht-.) ai 	n to te Li.e1 in 	g-xv.len„. tut ow2_ns to my 
• intar-za T mu ab:te ) Ila\rc• 	1k131.1 to 	iT Comtery. 	A cof.eirt t.r.s 
;;;.xó and ci he L 1 	1t U )renetre 	th 'Ty hcl.c), he MD p:taccd 
11 the ;.:c.ef'.).n n3. wa3 bn.ri.ed the effilo WY, 	iTo cTe•-•'-'0 Ekeinl him in 

.....`fak, I e:t-:Ett rid 	 I 	that I ..e 11,,A1 it 2_egaI1OCL1 nd 
a.yseered to hrc Itaa •;..1-red. hje brzi. 	I iAt nt)t 	ttn,' mote o 
ozi hie Le:;k: oface- 	noticet thatt arotu)1 hf.e. neck he 3-xi': es) IdentLty :11.0c 
• whicb. 	cav P 	A :-.':. and, a r:me: 	ich 	do nf.:: 	 V'..1. t.2o we Weve 
h.reying tat, '01,3r 	t Be a Pelver, 	 wsz.T.o;•it It,12.ma nax. I do nc. 
reierater, Co i.ncl: the f ,.-Ler.-  exxl. lieft.tited ':o 	 to tas: 	'Oa btu:led thin 
air.nlan ln the Litre &al ) es we 1:uriod the r:Tt.%ns 01' the other -tarn ainDan: 
re coffin at the ba'.7 ton con*i Hire the .;cuipl..att.) boy of the one Jinn r..nd the 
oic' on 1o9 colttans tat', rapaine of the O113 Lrac. At obc.ut '&3 cal oi'.  Juno 
Vie! coffin f1113 tinbtar'.41 by ft.al:ar. soldiers fai:ci 	Ctfacep vino it tee 1,3EicV, 
evAt: a 8::otsinal. 	The ortfin tvak.: no :),penai :x.x:aar3e of th :.nine  

wok.fic). rotizn z.t sat 

The abe,.;.,3 staterai.-• is •dyri ra;.h ard 	 over I sign 

!Was 
8/19-5 

80, W.-ilia Ceecher:dn 

W:tr..essed:- 	 Ugo, aca.g., di Quantum 

Th abovo statemer,i Rae taken doln 17-y me an "cilf preec 	of 
Herding J. _R,A, P., Po) lc and ik C armttly revs el tsj rn to ihe tezt of 
ahlity aid IcLovie3ge c te Ii13h Languaw. 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 
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(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence ; 
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 
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UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 
United ;:i114;u  CHARGES AGAINST 	Italian WAR CRIMINALS 

  

CASE No. 	 1.14 -  I/4.5 1:39 	* 

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

 

	} 
1111 

-:;;ialkat". .:enente.  
Interdretor at ,:risoner of ;ar 	.j.751 

ari, Italy in 1945. •  

, Lieutenant-colonel.  

gnu 	at the above ca m2 

 

  

            

            

            

            

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

22 January 1945 at Prisoner of 

.sari, 	 

tar ‘'..)arap • 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 
,3reac.iies of 
Internat ional 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

X/44- Ill-treatment of  prisoner of war. 

ana mound in„  contrary to section  
the Offences against the 2ers:A-1 Act. 

	,-Aveact-A  of tile.. laws and usages of • far and in  particular 	

irticle 2 of 	-;eneva Jouvention 	1929 relating to 
of 	'tiers of war.  

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

Japtain , ecrge „nntagu 	 ::arines, was caught by 
a Jarauini.eri jatrol ,vetting through the wire of an inner fence at P.(;.7-.), 
sari pre)aratory to an esca)e. attem,..A. 	LIXCii-EjicERS:LL, wan interrogated 
t~f i;tie accused ESPIliCS i.; a cA.1. 	 was also present.. on the 
instructions of the aCCUSCU a.X01;1!;14,!!;itSylilj was assaulted in order that he 
would give the panes of ntner )risoners vino were concerned in tile abortive 
escape attempt. 

TRANSMITTED BY Office of Lhe 	( il. bey 	 i 

• Insert serial number under which the case is registered in the files of the National Office of the accusing State. 

(29855) Wt.P
.213

52"4 	5,000 545 A.& E. W.Ltd. Gp.685 
(30419) Wt.P 617 5,000 10:45 
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PARTICULARS OF ALI.i..C,FD CRIMP, 
	2831 4„eib  

Cn thilage11021A January 1945 Japtain 	 in company witn 
tit 	.1 

some others - attewteci to escape from F. G.75, Bari. 	ihile the rest of the 
party were waiting in hiding 'japtain t-.3 ,ALL went forward with a 3ergeant 
to cut the wire which formed the inner fence of the caiij 	 marli- 
1!;CIL.;;SAL was caught by a patrol of garabinieri. 	-after OCillf,  interrogated and 
searched at the Italian camp office he was taken to and locked in a cell which 
was airty and verminous. 	At abut 3200 hours, 22 January 1945 -Ml..k''1'wards 
entered the cell fralowed by LAY:..AliZ,IC and the inter.)reter 	 • -ASPINoSa 
told nxcii-Efjia!;Its.-aa, that he had to give him the names of ,,he others concerned 
in the escape attempt, 	if1;.C-i.:_MiRSALL, refused to give this information. 	An 
hour, later ESPIiiell and Lii'22:t114;IC re-entered the cell with about six other 
Italians. 	NIXCN-2,01c.a34.T, still refused tc give the infordation ji:SPINCSA 
revired and he was thereupon beaten aoout the chest with rifle-butts until 
unconscious. 
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V,i,AJAG/gM4 -2./49 

THE- MATTER OF THE •I LI TR-F,AT : 	T V-Tj ) 
Auaaje.  03.1 	Iti-ny-;.3.M3L.;.,..11a, AT 
1',(T.75 BATJ II'. JANtARY 

'q,itiu'a National OMILIe Charre No 

petioro -fax. Crimes cort!isson reference: 

AFFIDAVIT 

••• • le ••• .4 .0 	FOP deo on 

. 1, GI:.UN.N. ;as:".;:i410 .NIKON-E(.0A.414, Caytatn, 11th Btttaliop, 
,Royal .arineos  1mt P.1.14  Group, MNBDU, with permanent hama uddposc 
at 78 West 	31i, Leonardo, StIbBOA, 1:‘ 	uATI: AIL) 6A).  Aa 

,FOLLCA;O: 

I vas oapturea on 14 September 1942 aurins• the f3ea bor;ae 
raid on Tobruk. 	reaohed Ov.mp F.GA75, Bait 4-.)/- % 19 3c,..).)er 
1942 end 1 was there Ilan. 22 January 19lili whet I wau Toved t,) 
a can net -eiacuma. 

. Camp P.G.75 wt,s_commanded by a Oolv.ello OrofelIc (.1 )1 
not certain of the spelling). 	The so3otld in command wc%; 
naggiore whose name 	do not i7.now L•ilti. the interpreter fla9 
Tenente 	 The second in, coutland was primart:ly r-3e90n2tb1, 
for the offic‘ra at Ce,:.) P.G.75, 	S.B.O. when I arrlvoti 
wau Lieut-O'lonel De Birch RA41.141741cctOtapteri Mieklethwaits, 
joint 3.B.O. with hint. 	The latter tJok olier comploe34.  wh=w 
Lieut.-Colonel DIrBtayh bedmme 70_1 qi,Ji-loft.the curio abov.i; 
:.!hristmas 

On the nigAi 2-1/2! January 194..:4, in the oorpany of 'Aunt. 
Co:mander N. 6dott..Ell1ot, R.N., Lieut L5scarea, Taccw:liseDrae 
Corps., 	TOV.OLIBE.i0 also or the Intellirlence CO"M, an.: EtIrjarif 
Glondarba2:e of the 2retorian 	U.D.F., an at+teyTI: :an ma:to 
to escape. 	Thi)e the rest of the, ntxty wire wcitint; in 
1 vent forward with th3 Oerjeaut to cut tho wire. 	That cut 
through the lnnea tencl when was cLnGht by a patrol Jf 
carabinieri who !.nfoll7vd me that they' hu,.). been Tarnod tha 
attempt was to he rAide. 	We were taken to the Italln o:T1c:e 
an o. interroliateil and suarched, 	Glender,'aze littd tven. so?1!„tte6. 
from tn.?. and I did not 	Min agaia. 	,,tc.r two hours I vc.z 
locked in a cell which v 	yea.7 dirtz and verminous. 	A:, nllout 
0200 hours twc oarabin:eri guards Orme 	Y!ollowod by tho tocn:.)d 
in cormad and the inte.rpreter Ten3:4e S7111oza, 	 c;i0 
I had to give the alarms of tho othays-kn 	attemt. 	Al ::.y 
refusing to do no he sLid I would be made to do so. 	I ./ac ttcn 
left aloae. 	An hour later, afforozimately. Spinoza, the ne.con.? 
in covelald, tha two carabinieri guards and foul. other soAiers 
returnod. 	I waa held backwards over a table and SI,Jnoz 
that 1 had better vile the informatioti ho aeLea for. 	I renxcar  
lie then raid that the Luards had be(-!n told not to hit me ..r. the 
face as it would show. 	on my again refusing I was beat :n abcut 
the cheat with rifle butts by a guard from each side. 	Cahie to 
to find myself alone. 	Next morning about 0530 hcure I *oiiled a 
arty leaving the camp for No.17 at lAsoeaza, 	I mana,7o: t': f(v.. 

a me88aV to 3.1).0. CaFtsin 	 Two da;t1 
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	is 

''i=icea:1 - 1.I eollaprf.od ar.“: was :•.•-1 bed'or threc 
n.ncler 	 1;earr.- 	 .;adia.1.1 of•fice:.. 

7,ent to Camn 1.1-.) at l'uaula and then to 
whcre T was at 1..7-$ 	e of the wr-L!.'itice with 
tool: 	er tie Ci..jt• 	we were mo,  

G.errtay A :i. ca-116(.1 fr , i .i - 	 Nas 
roved to Gerramy. 	I Nan 	 on 1,L. 

-0ei,a-,riation leave 7 v!ac:. c) 	to 	J't", 
!there 1 havt 	 rsince recc-j., 
Di the 1oat1i-0.-_; up • 1, 'Bari. 

0* 

nocond 	(!•,:.:.TA—waa a •? ..agF,•ir.): In. 	 . 
rent 	(.1.a lic$4 	solc.A.er d 	;:c1 was about .50 yearn -.21,i; 
'.5fns to .!ft Lin t7 	c*•:trei:lely-coulent, velv,hing boat 4.) ,,t:,••f. 
L' very rod face; g;f 'IL:1r; eyes el J(wy 	g1f bluc; hi t,)3,t 
ve 	dirty; prominf.,n1; 1-,Ating oat. 	 e:.;eeptionally  

vaa nic:k nt& 100 	 c...na his naric i 	a w: been 1.at'...-nN%a., 

• . wws.,yar15..ed anti 111.-1.1cr in Eavis 	Do had t act of medal 
he vknot 	black.r.%, hat a or linplet-xil,it, 

. 	 • ' 	.• 
• Ter.ente 	 -:Yvi a blackshir:i. 	Lo van a fanatic LAd 
mer:;ber ef 	iucil., 	11.:1 -'61a and Intelli7ence. 	He vas :;Igod 
25; abort 	Si s 	•%ery thinI4fair Naii,; brown ffe;; •. 
gouleAion t:.4d ion. 	 ICkee WEB 'eleaere and, p1..-k!aej 
lacking. : fe wore 	&inesaf$,J, 'had. 	 featnrc(4. 	Jio vas , . 
et,J,deTat in 	t rc; 	 .• • 

1 . Colonelic 0..t-ofe,?,.1,1 was,. I believe, in 
V11it3 3ged aiiout. 50; fibOUt 5f1;'10in.l• 

wi:,)11-4,t4. about 12 Ettcne; hair 'liA3 grey z,..id 	 hro 
wasc.,= 

 
tJ1E 19o4ing men and, •.rer,,  d1gniitc2..• He 4eptecti:;1151 4 

. : . 	 .... - 	 . _ 	. 
..,8 	•ii'.1•1e.above were at Bari befo.re I tii:ftd , anc.7.1  I o=3111.10*-; ELY .1.0' • 
. if).rig theY.Were there a-;ter !I left. 	, 1 al's. tl.riable to cleamcv.,-lbc.: •. :.: -..y 
o t,he guards Or eoldi.cais .,•.v.'iac -took :c.aa't in the ,  beatirg• u.) 
c,s,•uld not recognise tht.r ztgain as t:le 3.ip;11:,-..vva... very •bad :in t-.3-!e 
cell. 

3,V02•df b.,'! the. said GaRtuATI 
.0•ECliGE 
at .,b 3pring Gardens ip..the 
City - c4e3twLnSte3. th: 	13th 
day Of tioyer:bee 19.1ii,J • 

Before Nei 

1• 

(sd) 

• ;•.: 1. 11 t as.if 	cp&rtt) ent , Jrifig.t 
-'Advocate • Gen -_-ral 	0:f:T5Ce, London 

• 
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AfficialiLt of Japtain lerrge „:ontagu N:XM-BOKEt2SALL, Aval -irides, war 
the victi41 in this ease. 

4.11,1,••••• 

- 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 
	

283: 
(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 

responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence ; 
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

Tnere a2_,ears to oe no justification :rr the assault and s until the 
accused were :,resent at the tiue the incident occurred and were the only 
two Italian :ffici:rs in tne cel- 	)eatin6 up AUSt have been ordered by 
tat,-.11 in cruet` t.i a: in certain infor.lation. 	,ccused are in custody 
in Italy but have 	been interro;Atea ,,,enerall:/ and not on this articular 
incident. 	Arran6eAents are cciik; .;we fora fur—ur interro„;ation. 	Uaptain 

nas been able to identify .?ii-orns of both the accused as 
being 1Lenesses of toe t.o.rfficers prese:it at his beating up ana under whose 
orders the lacoers of the 3arabinieri (who have not Jeer i,entified) acted. 
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Date Submitted 	Decision of Committee I 
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Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

/6 SEP 1946 

 

   

   

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 

 

,IGDOtt 	CHARGES AGAINST 	  	WAR CRIMINALS 

 

CASE No. .... 

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

I.iAUL'A,  :Francesco (.1.N 
Italian Soldier 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

	BAQ.U. ADM 	Ca.rp,  SARDE:IA 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

	Ito.. 	 1. 	1,PRDat  

[URDER 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

The accused was a guard at BAOU A1-31S Prison of 	 In April 1943 there 
was an air raid at night and all the Prisone...a of Jarin accordance with orders kept 
inside their huts vri.th the doors shut so as to show no li fit. 	The accused seeing 
light shcwrinr,  from one door fired a shot at it. 	'he shot passed. through :the door and 
"Ailed Private 	',ATLETZ, U.D.10 ., who was 	on his bunk, 

TRANSMITTED BY 

      

 

... 

    

     

• Insert serial number under which the case is registered in the files of the National Office of the accusing State. 

(22665) Wt.P.252 4 	5,000 6/45 A.& El.,,W.Ltd. Cp.685 
(304411) Wt.P 113 17 6,000 10;45 
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See. siloq.statencnt of facts, 
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Ne, 18650 Gert Jacobus Coeteee states:- 

On the night of the 14th Apriee '194,5!  I was detailed 4a,  0/M EngelbrecW 
to keep a lookout tor lights burning in our camp at Sardinia. 

At about 9-15 p.m. I heard a eifle shot and as I turned the corner of the 
Bungalow I nbeermcd an Italian Guard openine the breech of his 	 then 
heard a sound frog the but into which this Italian had fired and went to investi- 
gate 	ton entering the but 1 observed Privaee Reynolds and another sergeant 
(name unknown) removing the body of a pereon from the top bed in the hut. 
recognised this person as 3:rivate Hetley. He was mortelly wounded and died short- 
ly afterwards. 	1 aasisted to remove Private Batley to the sick hay, where he 
was examined by an Italian Doctor. Hatley died at about lo.55 p.m. same day 

The Italian gulrd continued his duty and ate Italian officer, known to us 
as "Piet-Fatique'' toot over investigation. The-next morning this Italian guard 
was placed under aree3t and remained under arreet until our departure from this 
camp. 

do not know ;he name of this Cemrd but his description is as follows:- 

Height about 5' 9". Complexion, very dark, Teeth, Two front upper teeth 
missing. Olean shaven. Dark hair not too wavy. Dark eyes Medium forehead. 
Straight nose. Slenier built. 

I am positive .ghat I will be able to identify this man. 

SA1 Engelbree'at now at Vdortrehkerhoogte and of the S.A., Permute Force will 
be able to sepply the names of the officers in chrrge nf the Italians end pre-
bably the name of tein guard an cell. 

The Red eroes eleo came into camp and investigated the sheoting. It may 
have been the Italien or Swiss Red Cross. 

None of our men, as far as 'I know, was called toeLve alk: account of the 
shooting. 

Later, during ehe enquiry, private Hank Lawrence e and a person named 
"Ginger" were arrested as the to responsible for Batley's death it being 
alleged that they had opened and peeped through the door. 

private eleyno-An ought to be able to supAy the names of the two soldiers 
mentioned above. 

As far as a.  =11 recollect the two ma were not punishc.d. 

When we left Saadinia this Italian sentry remeincd behind and z hare not 
seen him since. 

Coetsee 18C50(e) Const. 
The camp sta'f at the time consisted of 

;WIZ riga bre() 	. cS.it. Force) 
lenoph 	ottorney) 

Been. Loew 	(Nicknamed Bekkie) 

SUD. G.JGOoetnee 18650 (1?) Const. 

Tae deponent has acknr.11edged that 11-. kmwo and understands the contents of thir.., 
.9 , Tida?it which was sv,orn before 71') 

Jcppc 
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e;: 	9777 Sig RkIltiEt ■ ;;tet:hen, 

I am ex V0-9777 Sig Ile. ves. S. dische 	'h, 	P cn 31 3ep 45, presently 
residing at No 	 Street: 	 oi.ployed by the G J.)  Uitenti.460, 

During my term of service with the if P 1 
of rear at. Tobruk on 2i.6.42. 	one p n 
Sardinia. q During our stay in this 
whioh w3 were not required to extin:Ti: 
14. Apr 43 there was an air raid over.  
that we occupied in the p o v camp v. to 
ing through this, and rte Rogers of the 
in Johannesburg, wi;s ptering tilt -,ugh 
The Italian seWlv outside the buttL;alo7f Y- o :t!.nalag apprax 18' fron the doer and 
must have seen Rogers,  shadow. 	With 	,,,,r1/)g, he fired. 	The beds in the 
bungalow were three tiers, and the secoo: 	 top bunk from the door. I 
was occupying the bunk imv,Oiately belot,  7c1- .1t 	The buflet passed above thc 
head of Rogers at the door, and above q,;' 	 entered the boards of Hativ!Li 
bed above me, entering his back at an ane !:ac: coming out a his chest before 
it was spent. 	Inmediately the shot vas i'ired the lights were switched off, and 
then it was discovered that uatley was wounded and the lights Were switched on 
again. Disregarding the sentry, we fetched the stretcher and the Italian doctor 
and conveyed Hstley to the 	rcoa about 50 yards away. BY this time the red 
was over and 	returned to bed. leaving Hatley in the MI Rcom, 

In the early heats 	the followin,z morning I was awakened by Lawrence who vas 
accompanied by vn TtaLi3.7) scntry, and was told.that I ms wanted by the Camp 
Commandazrt. 	They had already t:ken a st,.2.tement frac,. Lawrence and Rogers and then 
they proceeded to veation me, but T refused to divulge any opinion or information, 
because . had no idal that Natley was dead. I learnt later that Hatley had died 
about an hour a.f:tr 3 etas wounded. Later I was again interrogated by the italiane 
and on this occasion I gave the the =me infrmation with reeard to the doer 
being slightly off latch as I am giving now. The Italians were at this time 
trying to force Rogers, fiL:wrence and self to .state that the door was wide oon 
and the light shooing through, but none of us would be forced into aditting that 
the door was open because this w;:s not the truth. An Italian Leneral who was 
apparently in charge of the area attempted to force Lawrence to write a letter 
to Hatleyfs parents :i',:ating that he, Lawrence, was to ble= for having left the 
door wide open. This Lawrence refused to Co, and we were htter informed by the 
Camp Commandant that 1-az. sentry responsible for firing the shot hu.d been imprisoned 
for ten years. T do not know ivhether this is trur! or not. 

(Signed) REEVES 

Deponent acknowledges that he knows and understands the contents of this affidavit. 
sworn to before me at I'OR1.1: ELIZABET11 this tenth day of J:\  A.?': 1945. • 

• ■ 

???? 
Witness 

{Signed) ???? 
ex officio Co=issiondr 
of rcths for ;;he Union 

of south Africa 

ww; fut-1; 2 ? S and was taken prisoner 
Arifh I etas held was Camp 110 

there t?ere frequent e.ir raids, during 
l .ii's-. Shortly after sunset on 

The door of the bungalow 
a ::hick of light w:;:s show- 

! t:),, 	,elieve is presently living 
r7f Iro door at the ack eel_ fire. 
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A 	I,33 

CX11, CIVIC LUPO= 

STA!..r_ !..E.`; • 
ONIVrasa■lows • 

I au an o:• 	 IIL'un 	o t1a2e3CC1 on 	 R.: F... 7.4o. 
2740. 	rcoido t1,1.-. 46 	1141a  27:d1vorn 

fi. i70.11 at C2 110 WITOZNIA in 4Tz,-.rraary 19430 	t;:f..3 eopl,oyed in n 
rorZ;it, 	 7.211/1et,  or l'ACV.D.13.- 	'jaw tvorI;;nr.z party 77(9U cc-,Dloycd 
on filo coal Ninca. 	azan in Cirdt: 07;.' t110 Pnrty. 	',1i2.5.1:3 at VI:7,a ,zs-.1.,9 I 
Lula= ?to. L. 	ho 	Q Wari.111 raZ 2 T.S. Wc ?Toro alkwtorc,3 in aorrhm 
60o-at 7l of ue0 	C 	o nicht oi?  14.4.43 et olratt 10.0 .#9.:o.z 	an 
WA: Raid .9.orc; 	liatito in ttto rftvr.24.t!o T:`ertt ou Cad ttloo in otic' 
or tho cuszp csak.3 411 1,;ho Xt.,,ii.rexCautonramto. 	V7c heArki tho &irons Esivitv, 
w.-Arnin3 o:' an Air :Ad, 11.71 	154tt; in Cho 	O t 	LC v.cze (D 
put out. 	I knov: or no inaltract:kona ilbonf 	tho1ht ut aurl.n:-,1 
an Air P.Gid AlorDe 	Ttpro zzorc In:MID xir 	0.:AA.11147e Wheil tt7.‘,  
v/o.r not nut tAtt. 	Tho la„Q.17. 	that thz 3.ighto tAVOMICi the ex:1p 
158.170 	prottion. 	V.7o 	IA • t1.4) cov &a.,..fat 2 t 3 avant23 ad/ 
durinr.; to.AttthJhttil 	 Rclido SU 	tho litrttto ok* tho cc:19y or 
airrooks nor° rv.,.‘t. 	 im,at tthc:.:z;anz6).10zQ 	torpific 
t1-•t *go kopt tho 'in 	 'iore oloLc(2.. 
novo Two no pr.-Won . 'or 	 with tki 	itit thvt ti o light 
mod to aline outf.,.nt) tho Co-artyarii. Thins zn 	7?6:10 -no Guards 

on duty t....o.toido 	owod, ";:n7.1: cy rizod to oor0 into tho va70 tro 
alirtakinoiri for the, ki4.103 	 .'ro 	 unt outr.e.c. 
tho 22a-rooka. aout 10,0 p.ta. 	4.5tLe tscro .-.but 
in the 31,111U2101:. 	 0'e0 eleelling7  'athGrZ Z7c.AD 	•%111Z. 	?to R

▪  

ia:1:E2:1 
vas otonding on tho rde c the apor the door vfLc5 	T;;;;;I: it c7n3 
wsrpod from abixat 	Poyhola t4 tho 	ULa 1ft zpaco e•W abrAlt 
throutzh 17igett the liest 0014.1f:t fit-01.10. 	Ti7C TieineiViA3 	 ,2105 ed. 
beard no warning f.'rEvai tho G.tzo.rarr. tot 	aielt ov.t. 	vite 
on this point„ 	TZ:o 	ticto 	1=;m,-7 	of tho (k?',.7QZ;QTICYILI.1. 
WAIL in tha vicinity 	iL 	ti 	ihn ohet;,,tra a ot:at, 	 i

▪ 	

ht 
tho tL tho nhot 	 oittln., on t 13.4 of 'vto 
X022;1 or T.S. Aar.41 who litr= at 13., ii7.;;Q? 

Iftd valc !About0 to 10 root g'rkgEi th door. 	74.-12,4121 T14,1 Etem4ont the 
t lug, and aloo th 	noving 

Sig. arrraRi 	EVL, .1,ttoll 2 S'?. S. 	who livooi.t 111  
BAIPOT.P. litrQeL t  eCKE 

Cpl. Lin:1J:7 KR,512a. Atteh 2 T.G. 	NORT:tr:400.1.t D, mr2 

Set. LW :`"),-Ugii7Olali., 2 11•5,3* rlo.3, Garif3 	L'•41. . 	3./aVITS, • 
GaniuraL, 

Pte. WAREY LJX.ir177, 2 	1'AL1 11,117Fi; 

UTJX,STCa!„ 2 	YSINLOJR SXLL, 110 MITCRAT) ST., 
2. 730:7. 7268, Jauvonour4I,. 

• 

/2w0oCi0V 

• 
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M.11 these men. %A.).1 be ab:c to te:-.ti4 to the chozit3.11& 	I do nzt 
know tha name of thc Guard who shot HATT 	cad rlae 	 from 
the Italians but aid not Eel; 	na..(1„ 	Tho only irlfor:1ti3n they 
me vas that he vas in gaol. Copx 	 COT'; E 	the kolice 
Batallion was a membe:e of the Ca Mp AYilitary iDliCe. Ke vac on duty 
at the time of the shaotin3. 	io ctzü1y awtht the aoAmmITIJI 7:ho shc.t 
BATLEY. Just as the shot ':t 2ircd 	 T= claw;ht the C,uard, he 
held him until. the camp duthoritien eanv don to investialte an4 harfea 
him over. The next nornin 01. 00;'115M vointed out to re the on ,:,ho 
the shooting he vas in the aol at the 

At the time of the shooting 	E6v,diaaccq:: of the S.A.A va7J :a711) 
Leader. 

!UTLEY was in bed at the ti.0 he wau chot 	Lc wj3 in the thiTa 
top bunk from the door. 	I do nnt 	vhet'ilor he .:;are -,,cleep or awake. 
The bullet came through the sanel of 	door in an Imvarl direction. 
BATLEVS bed W911 about 107  0" fro:.; the rix.ax. After the boaaet posea 
through the dorm, it penetrated the bed bars of JIAMY'0 bed, about 

inches thick, entering HATLfff'S ;Jack and ca:a4 out throw:h his chest, 
and then went through the tiled roof. 	XII my opinion the GuareL who fired 
the shot must hecre krovn that he would hit aor.eorly by the direction in 
which he fired the bulAet. Cp1„ CUMIN mared the neat on the ground 
from where the guard fired it vas about :k5 to 29 Peet froA the docr. A 
plan was made of the scene of the shooting, This p3:an vas in possession !-,f 
the Camp Loader prm LICETJBBECI.2. S.Latelilente wove also made by 26rel:La 
PoWff0 at the time. I m positive that Lo warning Ns given before the 
shot was fired, 

(sad.) 0.C. La-UVCE. 

The Deponent has acknowledge the he blows and underrtartio the contents 
of this affidimit which was soorn to before riltrf at Johomreobma this 28th 
day of December 1945. 

(Sad.) 	C.C. Jones, 
Active Citizen Force. 

Ex-officio Commissioner of oaths for the uniolls 

S 
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STATEIF.6i.g! 

FRM:iRIOIK. SUFIS]) P.WERS 

States: 

I am an 	 end ex 2Tivatc 	30')55 	iovaal *7cottish. 

I arrived at camp 110 SARDLIIA on the 23rd Jar:aary 1943. We were 
700 South African e.o.w. in this camp. 

Vhile in this camp I knew '1;e. 	 We occupied adjoinin;.; 
cubicles. During Ayril an Air Raid was in proz.;ress. At this particulsr 
time I was in the bu%slow occupied by I?ce. HATIXY. Noi we were verbally 
instructed by the Italians throush our Group leaders that in the event of 
Air Raids all doors end shutters. to the winOms c'.ould be kept closed, Lut 
the lights could be kept on. 	It was ict.:ccn 9 and 10 p.m. I was sitting 
on the floor of the bungalev during the Air Raid, I was listenin to rei:arlx.: 
passed by Sgt. LAWgENOB on the . :)ros,ress of the raid. 

Sgt. IOVRENCB was standing at the door lookL.z i,hrol.h an of;ening 
in the door. Although the door was olosed it was varocd to such an extent ti::: 
a person could teep throush and catch slimpses of what was han-2?enivig. Sgt. 
LAWRENCE had moved away from the door, and a few feconds later u shot —des fire,1 
through the closed door as I vas rassing the door, that shot rust haVe missed 
me by inches. I naturally had a fright aild ducked in a doubled up 
I remembered a Pte. HORD of the Signallers called cut RouLas are you hit, 
someone switohed the lights off rhen the shot was fired, and almost 
lately someone else shouted switch on the lights there is somebody hit. When 
the lights were switched on I saw a oroNd gathering around so::ebody. I could 
not get near enough to see who was hit, but heard that .Fte. I!stley had been 
shot. A few minutes later an Italian officer enterer; the Bungalow and 
seeing what had happened to Pto. Hatley 	 ordered liatley to be 
taken to hospital. 

Pte. Hatley vas unmicious ,:hen he 	taken miry and I was told 
never recovered consciousness, but died shortly afteraar&J. 

After this I went to bed and about 11 p.n. vle were all pulled out 
of bed and questioned by the Camp Ceuz,andant. We 'were not given tine to 
think but Nat questioned where were you when the sentry save the order to 
put the lights aut. I said that I never hear& the sentry givo any order 
that the lights must be rut out 

I may state that it was custamerzr to keep the lights burning during 
Air Raids. 

(sad) P.A. Iogcrs. 

Statement taken by me t -lis 10th day of January 1946 at Cornelia. 

(Sad) C. v.d. iJinde, Lt. 
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ef...s,11t., 	Of It 1,0-1.0111 

: 	• 	- ..•014•  44 a■ • AI . 	• 
•••••••■••-••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••■•••••••••••••••••• 

I tva-, n ex P. C,, 	 prczcIlt, 
on the stren3V.I. of Dia-cerdal DeriOt 	 Fors..:1  
JohanneabLrg7itin diseherge. 

rcn lr.otel Charlton Terrace, 	 johornen.- 
horg. 

I vrtt.5 at CriAi ,  110 	do.ein67 April 1%3. 	I was 
employed at the 	Nine 	*tiorkin,'; hule 
at this Camp I know et,). 	 he. wo..s 3.n -n-e 
same itezi.ment as • revoell, 2 T.3. 	Wo wore. siyartc.rc.c. •in 
harraoks there, rtproordraotely.  100 P. 0.1i. al celpiag 
three tier bunks. Pte 	siert in one of the top 
bunks ovpositc the top of the door • of the 
About tile vidille of April 1943 there was an Air. P..aid 
about .9.0 :p.m. 	W(..! heard the sirensi•;:,o, and clOr.ond 
shutter:, of thc 	And e.:Lso the floor. 	The lights 
were 	t horning. 	It; proviouo roidu 	 wen:. 
e..4VO,Y5 'loft berninF. 	I eiid not heor 	T.r.ro.in:,  to 
put the, lights outs 	 . 

DurinE.1, At) 	 th,:: 	Ctr;riril:terj. crolc 
tl.:e 	Vet: 4.34.7 stop ganloof;.y frorl 	olo-.)17.t. 	At 

the time of the fol.r Raid X ,:-.•asii 	I ocarpir:•6 a 
budo near 	 Pi 	-iyan a-iso 1n,bod at the 
tiro° of the Air Ro5..c.i.In z)reviou.e. Air ilal.do 
not warod to put out the lights, but :notr tc cc 103c 
the shutters and 'tile: )pi ts wero Icopt on 	This I1.7!1•2?eneci 
on sevoral 000anions. 	On tl,e 	 Sh,ot the 
rtrct .thinz, I knerr abort 	•oos tho.t I got a 31101V:-"X` of 
splinters in r,v.  face fro;r, no o'oc•:::::en boards of :;.P 	7  s 
bunk. 	3 got up and then 	 1-.Ool.00" 
shout "Turn tho lights out". 	This wo..c. 
tool!: ploco. 	I am C.3.7;ite 	 no 
given to put the 3.i.Orts out 
I do tot 'onovr who sho-uted "put •t1-.1:-.• 1to  
was one of our on P.0.1.% 	Iam cd..,■t:ldn of tho. 	Thlre 
was no Italino ,Guo_;:•do  in the:....rradto 	ti s tiLe. 
The 3.5.61ita went out for about o. minute, somoone,. :yo,,,r 
the switch turned them out. 	do not know who turned 
them out. I wont :otok to bed, I. then htard somebody 
shout that soeboily bd been shot, 	1.1‘33:: 	17V,:."C torn- 
e3 on merlin. A P.O.W. by to novo of 
2 T.S. next t7o 	n75outo6. tir.t :1 1112Ii7.0 1 	beri 	ot 
I heard FATIEY t;ronnin, tor: STA of t' 	3/".  
LTIGEIEZ:C1-172 rushed into the1-_,arra.-;:•:s fc.,.11'cive.& by an 
Italian Office, rhos?: name I onaiiot rmciaber. A  
order3ty. come ITith -toe,o. 	They to:E...o.tice• out mc 
bunk end took him to the CAM?? .lik'c:1-1Cra R1-5.0:1. 	About rid- 
night we very inf;:nled t,..Toni: of onr own 2?.0.T;. 
name X caonot ete that :7-71-4.1.o;!• 

The next Tooreind. I saw.Wber,:. 1 -;/1211At hAet been f..red 
throu8h the door. The bui1et aloo hit the 
Hatl.ey'o bunk 	vrhich the splintc.,..s fell on me. 	The 
bullet then hit tlw roof. 	The shot was ..,?ireel iarca 
outside the door ;;;;; one oc.'tho ri;Limn Gyarcln. 
quite certnin that no ranyinL, rcsa 	 shot 
was fi2-ec1. 

After the fir:inki 	"T'•• 	 tllfs  
gos:-.:d re sponsiblo 	 •-- •": 	- • 	7 - 	• . 	. : '7 
■•fr:-.12. 	be: triC 
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was not requested to pa',r.e any statement at the time 
oil the shooting. 
After the shooting our ovInPalitf..ry Police caried 

out an investigation. They examined the .door and bunk 
to ascertain the position fro there the bullet was 
fired.' 

I know the guard who fired the shot vras nr:ested and 
plaoed in tho guard room. 

(60.) D.raccitt. 

The deponent has acknowle6ed that ho knows and :alder-
stands the contents of thin affidavit which was sworn 
to before me at Johaaneabinv this 3rd day of january 
191(J5. 

(31.1:d.) C.C. Jonos, Catnin. 
Activo Citizen Force. 

Ex-officio Coulissioner of Oaths for the Union. 
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AFFIDAVIT 

rotas KOP72,11 

'cater 

I am an ex P.0.4. 	My P.eg. No. was :::2:;(6. 	)cosj.do at I:). Handbmy 
Court, 'exec Ftxoet, Johannesburg, 	Du,.ing ApYja 1911-I vaP at Camp 110  
SARDINIA, I was employed with a working party on a Coal Mire, I was 
quartered in bavraoko -mith appro3imatoly 100 otho P.ON. About tho 
miedIe of April 1.943 thoro was an Air Raid about O. p.m, Thn :Lights 
in the barracks and tho Red, White and Muo lights of tho camp were nn. 
at the time. 	In alt ?review. Air Raids the lighta have novo,. teero.pu 
nut. On the night in queztim no warning was given to put the lighto 
out. During an Air Raid it was tho custom of the Carabineiri to cow; 
inside the vamp fa): tho purpose of keeping P.O.W. in the Bworanke, 
Italians guards were not allowed in the camp without a Carabineiri escol-L. 
An /talian sentry carJe into the camp on thiD particular night without 
an escort. I did not :Joe him, but he was soon by Corp3. COETME 
114. R. of the camp, who was a msmber of the Police Brig4de and comes frem 
Cape Town. I underltand 	COEMS also saw the Italian Guard fiKe tbp. 
shot. He was oxt dtil at the times. 	On the night of the shooting 7 vas 
in my bed, in the foux-%h burk fxom the deo!:-. 	klgt. LAWRENCE came to my 
bed to light a eigarotte and just as he lit the cigarette a shnt was 
fired.. prior to the shot being fired, no warning whatsoever vas gi:,rn to 
put the lights out. 	7: am quite.) poaitive on this poin. 	After the shot vc19 
fired the guard came up towards the door and shouted "Fut the :).ights 
I did not actually sal  ;Lie Guard come towards the do7D71  but I hoard the 
shout from him. I understand Corpl Goetze° vas aboui; ten yards avay at 
the timm. 

After the Guard shouted "Put ou the :%..7.ghts" the lights wore 
but this took place after the shooting 	Fhortly afto the lighto Verc 
switched off somebody shouted that someone had been shot. 	.7 got ou.; 
of bed and found that rte. BATLEY had boon shot. The bur...et passeC.. 
through the dem!, then the bunk and threug%. Hatley and lodged. 	tho 
I helped to carry rtr7 fat ley to the hospital in the caw, 	Ile died abou t:  
midnight or late. 

Shortly aftor the shooting took placc the Italian GoTimandant are. KfrYC.na  
offioar and the Italian irterE.-mts:_-. came and ,i_ockna at the bal:raoks. 
was ono of the P.O.W. called into an office(1) ' .*::06 by to Wabl a statnrann 
through the Ital:Lan Intorprotn):,, but a as unable to 	 h7 ga,6 
a correct version of wha4; I said.,. He had only a sIivt knowledge 3f Erlie:7. 
The statement was retained by the Italian authorities, 	Sovora othc .  
R00.1N. also made stataments, 

(ogL; 	I.. Eptznn- 

The deponent has acknowledged thai: he knows and urderatands the contents 
of this affider,lt which was urio).11 	bofcro me at JohInneabug ths :.d Day 
of January l9460 

;-70.1.) C.C. Jones, Captain, 
Aeive citizen 7Yelco. 

v.ff;.,Ac Comosione of Oath fm. thr 
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AIVIrtUrr0 

GILBERT Wit 

States- 

I e-21 	 32i4-77 on fitr..7,nth 
H,N. P. peadAg mob. 

I reside at'tho PRM) 39akory 45 Third Alve. Alborten. . 
I was a P.O W in caw.?No.OSARLEIA, 
cannef; remelter the dates ut it ..z botwoen J:inualW 
and July 19-5 

One eveAing at about 8.30 P.. the Sirens went for 
an Air Rid.-11 the lights =I': 	ont. we heard the 
raid going ,41 but it cw.,s soiw distf4Ace away fro: 1 us. 
I was in my thingaloN lying aown, Alen I hoard a 27i:fle 
shot outsid,, I did not tae much notice, asi tho.gut 
that It was just en Italian getting panicky. 	hmrd 
moo from th! 'ext busgalcv to mine shouting. 74e looked 
through the wfndow and saw that soltebody were Inin3 
carried out 	3hortly afterwvras I hoard that it ;as ono 
of our P,O,V. named BATLEY, who had been shot by au 
Italian sen. r, named BRUNO. 

The sew. r;, claiiaed tha, °veers !?ere given tna all 
doors and loincovis must be kept closed durng CIA tt 

Raid, and ti:ai someone had coned no door, and that he 
fired to sezri: the P,Q,W, who opened the door. 	nis 
appears to te untrue, as I -fersonally inspected the.hole 
through the door and the angle the bullet went :farouith 
the door. 	It was definitely closo4, the bullet. passed 
through the dcor in an ppward course and hit Pti. Aaticy 
in the chest 	wan sleeping in zhe top bunk. 	.7?::e. 
Batley was tuyied in a civilian cometori at 3.:MXIII3 
Italy. 

Nothing wz,s done to the sentry vhc fired the allot. 
The Italian claiming that he was in tic;.: right. 

G., 

The deponent has acknowledged that he knows and v.n,ier-
stands the contents of this affidavit which was cxern 
to before me f:t Alberton this 25th day of januEwy -946, 

(Sgd.) C, 	17.d, Li3de, 

Ex-officio Commissicner of Oaths for t.7:c Orion 



DONALD PATERSON 1r07.C.STOg. 

States: 

7 am an ex P.O.W. 	Ay Reg. fro =s 27598. 	T reside 
at the Windsor Hotel, 11() Pritchard Streot, Johel.ne3hurg. 

	

During April 1943 I was at Cr.mp No. 110 SARLIJAIA. 	I 
was employed with c working party at tho Brink end Tile 
Works. 	I lived in barracks with about '00 other P.O.V, 
of the party. 	rbj.le in this (amp I knew Pte. HATLEY 
of 2 T.S. H, Q, company. 	We were both in the came 
Regiment. 
During the midac of April (.;943 et about 10.0 p.m, 

there was an Air Raid, 	About 7.0 p.m. the same ovenins 
vie had been issued with Red Cross Parcels anc at no 
time of the Air Paid we wore enjoying the contents of 
the parcels in the Barracks. 
At the time of the Raid, no order was riven by t;-,e 

Italian authorities to put the iiizhts out. but our 
Group Commander Sgt. C.C. LAWRIZCE of 2 	told, us to 
olose the shutters of the windows rnd doors, which wo 
done. 	On previous Air Raids, the lights have not been 
turned off, only the shutters and doors have been olostd, 
During March and April, w© had quite a few Air Raids. 
Shortly after the raid commenced, I was in bed. The 

lights were en. 	I was inn bunk next to Pte. H.P. 
LEVITT, nearest to the door, and at the time of the 
shot splinters fell on ray face. 	Shortly,  after the 
lights were put out. I heard no warning to put tha 
lights out Somebody shoutod "Somebody-  is shot" 6nd tho 
lights were then put on ngain. 	It was then disseverod 
that Pte. HATLEY had been shot in bed, the bullet );;v,-- 
ing his back and ramie out at his chest and lodged in 
the oeiling. 	The bullet passed through the woodwork 
at the top of my bunk and then through tho bc4.7om of 
Hatley'e bunk. 	"..?to. Taatley was taken out of hie bunk 
on his mattress. 	was taken to the Camp Hospital. 

The bullet iras t'i::ed through the door of the roe/. 
It went through the upper part of tha doors 
Prior to the fi:;%ing of the shot, I heard no warning 

'to put the lights out. 
The camp Comment-lent sent for me about half an hour 

after the shooting and I was asked through the Inter- 
preter wbyihad the door open. 	I then replied that it 
was impossible for the door to have been open, as the 
bullet passed through it. I pointed out to the 
Commandant that the fact of the bullet pasoing through 
the door proved that it was not open. 

(Sgd,) D. P. Hudgaton. 

The deponent has Ecknowledged that he knows and under-
stands the contents of this affidavit, which was eworn 
to before me at Johannesburg this 3rd Day of JcInuary 
1946. 

(Sgd,) C,C, Jones, Captain, 
Aotive Citizen Forne, 

Ex-officio Commissioner of Oaths for the Union, 
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AFFIDAVI .-----._._ 

Nx No. )753 trcra. PaRSYW, "Qudley liamiton, duly 

I an ex ao. 957 	 , Ductley iPuailten, proormtly residir.g 
A% NO, 	kier:Thr,osd Road, port 	 and employed Ly NOsrrs  i7uhcLt 
Davlen, Port sl'insbe. 

During my term of service In the UD F I wan in the (.-!Al.i3do Sig. Coy, and 
was taken p.o.w. on 21 June 42 at Tobruk. 	;:fter boing detained in varicu: 
oamps I was sent to Camp 110 Sardinia. 	This was before I rm.:Is ::ent to 
Camp 4a Leipzig. 

During my stay in 	camp (Sardinia) wo hnd many air raids, and during 
these raids we were not required to put out tho lights in the bungalows. 
We were, howeve, required to stay in the buugalots, and the Italians 
used to send two members of the Carabinori to keep guard. At about 
10.00 bra on 14. April 0 and air raid was taking place. In my bungalnu 
there were about 78 p.o.w. 	On previous air raids we had not been required 
to put out the lights, and on this occasion we did not put them out either. 

Without any warning a shot was fired fro:: the outside the door into the 
bungalow. This shotIasmadthrougil the bed boards of the ted occupied by 
No. 221474. Pte Hatley B,F.C. entering his back and coming out of his 
chest. Batley died about an hour later as a result of this wound. 

I do not know who fired the shot but I understood that the responsible 
persor had been arrested by the Italians thaaceives.. 

I em positive that no warning was given before the shot was fired beoaue 
I was sitticg near the door and would have heard the voice outside. 

(Sgd) 	D. H. FOIMT/1. 

Deponent aoknowledges that he knows and understands the contents of this 
affidavit, sworn tq before use at PORT F.Luitagui this eigM day of 
January i945. 

(sga) 	4. A. PUACOCK 	Capt. 

(Sgd) 	? 	 ex officio Commissioner. of 
Sgt- 	 Oath:' for the Union of South 

Witness. 	 Africa. 
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fk9 

&TAlainacrr 	 twanant, 33 ;fool's, 
zca: of ft'atoctoo (deceased) 
rcsirlinc at ilia 	28, CAPCAliZ)..4. -"--- ...... --" 	. ■••••••• 101 • ••••••• • ,■• 

• 
::he stotes:■. 

••• es.. NW • •••••• -.••• 

	

I hz-,ve bean cautione(1. 	I an riot obliz;ed 	cazr crything 

	

tulles!" I rich to do co but NhOtel,',...2: 	(.* 0 Zr:',/ rA3.1 be tal.:en do:A2.n triting, and ray be given :n evidc2,!Pe. 

Frcneecco, 

	

Aboti.t the 10th Lpril 19/A. at obeli::: 22,30 hotz.-a 	1.;e:n cal 1-..1.1ty Fie 	Cr.p corrh.v. tr'a BACII 	8ARDEir.A, 	a!--. sir raid slo:.:ct si(gaal clearly Licunded. 

	

It wan 'cart erf 17y Cuties 	C 27 to cnsuro 	Clir!n:; air-raia 	ef:ificient blac?.:c.ut 	t.1 	intt.:1_12C 	rVOCCCCCLI i; 	1.;:71:C to carry ott this extki.. 	At; I passed rilis-tzad 	I noticed 	doer xi' cne of the huts in tllc cc::potind to be v-lc.":e. 	and. 17.:o or three p".,iif;eners standing at tile donr 7:::tch:1218 the ;.:221 21::e 	 kas 	e3.rcot contrast to 
 

Cain  orders on 	1.;110-,1•30. a bean of 	3.5 .,:,ht; to esca7c, aivinE; ;way the pen itim 	'7.; IC C3,  11-). 
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•  
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Itfter aliout 15 dcys I \inn transferred to another 	Camp at S. KICHELL".7.?iere :eel:Dined for about 6 ::-.anths 	hw:ed 	ftrrther the ineidont until spi:::oached by ifao 

	

1;a1--c71 	Italitn, 
the tmderaisued ofr1t4r1 interpretc= IMPA 
undernigned Sgt. J. milln; of Go Section, 
Police, at .AFRACOLL, en 3.5 L.1.1.0.1ct 192 6. 

red..elica Pcpa 
ftd:- 	Dfzby 

r end over and aii;watu.ie v.:It/teased b..; 
Feclerica, Zl the prezence of the 
Special Inveuti5:stion 
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PARTICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN SUITONT 2853 

(a) Statements of South African witnes:-:s 	.1)Zzi.M, LAW:MQE, 120G1,11Z.S, 
LEVI?, KO 'Lai, NUIIISTO; ■ , .'012i3r1r,-i and L .1111 nearly all of whom can say 
that no warning of a light showing was given by the accused before he 
fired, and that the door was shut. 

(b) Statement of an Italian Doctor, :e'016.1a-E,:;..::, who treated l'AMIX before 
he died of his wound. 

(c) Statement by the accused in which he admits firing the s;lot which 
killed HATLEY but staH;es that the door VP'S open and that he only fired 
after his thrice repeated or..:er to close the door had been disobeyed. 

■••■••••• 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 2854 

(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence ; 
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

The evidence is overwhelmini: to the 7,f2ect that the door of the but 
was not cy,■en and that the acJused gave no :arning before lie fired. 
Nren if the door had been open the ac.:used would not have been justiAed 

in taking the action he did, without giviuf- a ..proper 
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(For the Use of the Secretariat) 285f,  
Registered Ninnber. Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

,6 SEP 1946 

JNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 
UNITED KINGDOh. 

 

CHARGES AGAINST 

  

WAR CRIMINALS 

    

    

  

CASE No.  UK-118 161  

  

      

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

4 

DE VITO, Giovanni,  Italian Army. Guard at vrisoner  
of war working  komniando near 13t-M'aj.::,iI Aerod.rotae,..I.t.aly. 
In custody at 20 1,),," Camp. 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

	 „u:us -f..; 194 at or near 13it.l;'a)ISI. 

Number and descrip- 
tion of crime in war 
	

( i) 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisior,, of 
national law. 

31tEACHES b f 

I NTOR NATIoNiu LA,  

i4144141.#6140/14 	- 	 tit t.,11 i010 

'40101101.4411.4"PrI49161. 	Larder. 

tt rRiNe 	of IFLEvANT 	A 1771.0,..0. 

geNEV A COW V  glir 1111  • 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

'_The accused, a soldier in the Ttalian 2,..rmy, who acted as guard 

to South „frican native prisoners of war on the date stated, shot :7146 

lrivate George PHINE, a prisoner of war, such shot resulting in the 

prisoner's death after a short interval. 

TRANSMITTED BY 	Office of , 

• Insert serial number under which the case is registered in the files of the National Office of the accusing State. 

(29856) Wt.P.252 4 	6,000 515 A./k B. W.Ltd. Ge.685 
(30449) Wt.P I 1.N3 17 5,000 10'45 



Pa:;( -  2 

PAN 	1,ANS 111; Al 	;H) (Amu.: 	2857 

:he victim, Private George 	was a :number of a working 
party of prisoners of war and on the date stated he had absented. himself 

a certain distance from his fellow Prisoners. The accused, after finding 

him in a vineyard, ordered him to rejoin the working party which the 

victim refused to do. An argument ensued in the course of which the 

accused fired the fatal shot at Private 

• •■•••• 	.14••• !We .11.6164 
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SI 

On 	'.1.13 the btt.: I&-, -1946 	 detail re. 
duly snore states: 

I was a P.,0- V. t. 
On the 9.:;11 August;  194.3, I was 
atembers cf the ii,,M.C.. 
George Donny, who Wet 2 tit me).ther 
given a i:eato We all 	ficwn 
Penny, who want and sat dant un 
Two members of the Italian Fb11 
went over to the deceased ;.,3d i. 
doeyeased refused and thi. 
same. Cary.binier.i a.pproachet.. the 
join us. The deceased goi- yip 
ored he wanted the Carabinicri 
and she+. the deceased -:through h 
Carabinieri re-clung his rifle 
cannot remember, and tqrsolf car 
Yras subsequently told - i*-,hat Lece 
hospital and died on the wcy. 

Icier the Italians in Camp P.,G-.85 	Tuturanc., 
t rlember of a 7,-orking 	Cc npriz.;.ng 

Air Field.. 	I wa acquaint,:d with tie. Pi- 711!.6 
)1 the same7 working pa.r. y., 	At 
under 1301e- r '30 a except U:e da,-...eased, George 
ier a fig tree about. 100 yo.r& 	where we wore: 
:e (Caratinica-1) were guarding 'As,. Onl of th0 
astructed hint to join the vest of the par4, The 
tient then left him, 	After ab::ut ton Lrinutf:ts the 
dreclased again and motioned to him with hie arta 
sxi waved •ft.i:h his arm and fres hio action we ga!7h- ,  
0 go away, 	'The Cara.binieri .;*.ten unolung hio riVi 

shou:'.der 	I mu not certain which one,. 	The 
:nd walked avray 	Three other3., whose names I 
led. the dee EY ased to the German Inf irmary. I 
sed had been removed in an adnaance to a German 

I am not acct.ain ed with the name of the Carabin-lori who :hot the 
deceased nor the nau,e .:.>f the of car guard 	The former was tal:1_, light-c!.,.splexiorr ci 
and thick set., 	I em -onabIc. to give ary furtl-ber details. 

I consicier tto a tion az: completely unjuetafiot and. spi'coful 

NAWAND:3- La3Hia 
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sTAT:VAEL 

No NT.. 22559 3/Sgt Dick Ktumme 
stationaa at the iqative Atilt 
duly sworn states:- 

on the 21:-.1, .Jun 	194 
Axis vorces. and vas transpor 
approxmately A00 NatAve 
to 1z..C.W” calk,  85/1r tit brind 
At zrialis .1 was appz,inled C 
a working party. or 5!K; b.1 

on 9 August, 194, th 
Nkose )n charge <. Whdn $ka 
JOrlian Nkoso informed e the 
liar Ghat& Josiah Nkot•Q in 
party end enered an 'Outif-Iit. 
Bounds' Area with an Italish 
been shot, Jos).ah inund Ger 
and George 14irri vas roved 

Jes:taK Fkose informed 
esoorting the workina party hi 
Thede :Jack uniformac3 

T thnn preoeo5c0 to ti 
Dianno ark; vras 	 tre 
'II:Woe° also 4nformed me taat ; 
"Out or' Boards" 	whit l he. 
pic.ty without permq.ssion, 

a soldmv of the Union Defence Forces at prese: 
.ry Corps, ai37e-4-s8.3 rspot, HoiVierhee•  Trnnsvaal 

I wu.! twill en prisoner of './7at at Tobra 	ne 
:eó to 2,0:1_ Camp 05 at Tilerano, ita)y. wirn 
ury Corps personnel, 	itoll Tuerano 3 FT ro 1;c1v06 
sl. 

Leader !Ind amongst my du.tioo T. had to ..:ee th& 
repot at the lain Gate at 059') hours dajy. 

working party reported as itsmO, with Opi Josivb 
rising party arpived banl in natal?' at 1700 hours C .  
Vt.,  74- /146 Pte Ceorge 2nia had bean shot y c_n .a-
ormad me that (4drge Ptiri hal 3olt Ule vorkinz 
4s" Arva. 	Josiah Ur.000 also (x;:oved th-:,  "Out 
uard ar 111.1 bad beam infcrmA that Geor3e ?hiri rluC 
ae phiri unconscious and art Ai:by:lance 	prcource: 
n a militaiv, Hospital in lirihdjeJ. 

ao that George Phiri had not been shot by a Guard 
t by 3=0 other italiano dress :d in blacl . unj.form:,!.. 
were Emoding the "Out of 301:1As" Aroe, 

• Gar p Coilmandant,'mo Italian i,nmed Captr,an Pel;r(7. 
2 that Gr.oi..ge phiri. had died, 	Captain pota.os 
,orge phiri had beai shot b,1 T.talion Guards of t? 
G,lorge p: i.`1., had entered lif!.:vr 1e1714: the 

then ree:..iesteb ?erm: 
this requeat was refine& sf C. 
to the 	Camp 1,eadlr, 

oanani'. lupply aq, r 
wnrking party ao X 	no co; 

• to see the body and ts Ltterd the lour :  
retros Bianco, 	i tlirna r.7.ortad this 

iJor Hauilton cf the South A.ris•In 	 . 

.en or lefxriptionn of the .,tallan Guards of the 
:.nto 	contact uith 61w.rds thiEoielves. 

wa-TNEss OOOOOOOO 

C9",991?  

• see••■ •• s• #411•4.•. 

?*:"-??';'??7?? 

  

The dvonont itoknovied;es a.hat le knows and undemtanrls the cortent5 of 
tho aforegoing affidavit, 

fore to before mt.- 	 day of ApriL 194f c.t the :;,1, r„ riisperSal 
Depot, Ebdderbee. 

? ? ? 
!Wm, 
Oatl 

for the Unla... of Souih Afr:3•ca. 
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STATEMENT OF 

who states :- 

CAVALLO GLovanni, burn in 1880, 
peasant,reiding in Via Umberto 
Maddalena N,,7 

  

Having been duly maimed of n responsibility as a witness I make 
this statement voluntarily and do understand that it oan be used as evidence 
if so desired. 

Sgd:- CAVALLO Giovanni (4 mark) 

I was working in a Tineyard behin7. the Brindisi aerodrome in August, 
/943 when I witnessed the following incident 

One afternoon about 4. o'cloA I saw a negro PA. walking near to a 
vineyard where I was working He was about 30 meters away from me. 

Shortly afterwards t heard some voices and looked round to see a 
member of the Carakigkri telling the P.W. that he was not to w?ilk in this 
place and that he musVleave at once. There was with the Carabiniori ono 
other man quite what he was I do not remember,. There was some argument as 
to which direction the P,W. wanted to go, tho Carabiniere insisting that he 
went in one direotionx  the P.N. wanting to go in the other, This led to a 

/ slight argumenth  and the next thing I saw was that the Carabiniere was strik 
ing the P.W. with his hands. 

I resumed working eAd almost immediately I heard a shot and looked 
round to see the Carabiniere *out 20 meters away with his rifle in his hands 
but not not aimed at anythint, 

I noticed that the ,).11/. was moaning and laying on the ground, he 
was bleeding and it was then that I knew the Carabiniere had shot the prisoner 

The Carabiniere wer% away in the direction of tie Camp and I went 
and looked at the man who had been shot, He was not dead but was moaning 
and bleedingtfrom the blood it appeared that he was shot in the region of 
the upper arm. I did not tcloh the body,, 

Shortly eterwards in ambulance arrived and took the negro P.W, 
away. I am unable to descri.v the Carabiniere except that he was short and 
had a round fall face,, au for the other man with the Carabiniere I cannot 
describe him. 

310:- Cavallo Giovanni + (my mark) 

Statement taken down by ma ittn 28th day of May 1946 at BRINDISI through the 
medium of FASIMENI Alberte qualified English-Italian iFterpretor. 

Sgc1:- W.G. ATLEN 

Capt. R,A. 
War Crimes Inweattgation Branch 

Office Naples, C.M.P, 

/I PASIMKNI 0c............... 

0 
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PASII,TITT Alberto certify •:iiat -:. his 	b truo statolecat 	li:taliar. 
given to use by the above rgy:..cd. 

Se: PASIasla Alberto. 
Interpreter. 

I certify that I have trana-atod the above atatement to tho boat of Iv 
knowledge and ability. 

Sgd:- PASIMENI Alberta. 
Interpreter. 
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STATEUM2 Ole: 

209 Prisoner of War 

AFRAGOLA. 

2pd April, 191:.6. 

lip MO. Giovanni, aged 23 years, Earner, 
living at Via Marton° 63, CAPRAELIOA DI LECCa, 

Prop. LECC3. 

  

Who states: 

    

I have been cautioned that I am not obIL7ed to say anthin3 
unless I wish to do so, but whatever T say will bo taken down in writin3 
and may be given in evidence. 

(:.;ignod) ri VITO. GIOVANNI. 

In August 1943 I was attached to the 64.0 Mobilised Secion 
of the Carabiniori, and stationed at the Brindisi Airport. 

One day in this same month I was on duty in company with an 
airman, patrolling the airfiled when I saw a shadow in a vineyard. I 
approached the vineyard and saw a negro Prisoner of War sitting unetr 
a tree eating. I went up to the negro and, in Italian, asked him what 
he was doing there. He did not answer me. Then, making gestures 
with my hand and pointing to the other Prisoners of War who were on the 
airport about 600 metres away i tried to make him undoratand that to 
was to rejoin them. The Prisoner remained sitting and said to me in 
Italian, "If you don't let me go away. Tomorrow you will be any pris-
oner and I will hit you with many punches°. I moved may rifle from my 
right shoulder on to my left in order to have my right hand free. 
Than the Prisoner got up on to his feet and seized my left hand; the 
rifle slipped from my shoulder down along my arm and the negro seized 
the sling, and then the barrel - whilst I endeavoured to tabs the butt. 
He evidently wanted to disarm me. 

I must add that when the negro first took hold of my loft 
hand he struck me on the face two or three times with his fist. 

I endeavoured to regain possession of my rifle and the negro 
tried to prevent me from doing so by pulling the rifle by the barrel. 
During this struggle any right hand fingers accidentally wont on the 
trigger, and, as I took a step bank in order to free myself, a shot 
was discharged from the -71fle. The Prisoner fell to the ground. I 
told the airman, who during this whole time had been watching without 
intervening, to remain on the spot with the Prisoner whilst I wont to 
report the inoident to my Warrant Officer. 

(Signed) 11 VITO. GIOVANNI. 

This statement has been road over to me, it is true and 
correct. 

(signed) LE VITO. GIOVANNI. 

Statement taken by 	
E. DOWNING. Sergeant, 60 Sec. S.I.B., C.A.P. 

through the medium of :- 
I'ASIMENI. Alberto, Official Interpreter. 

• 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 
	2864 

(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence ; 
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

The evidence in this case is somewhat conflicting and 

in viu., of certain allegations that the victim not only threatened 

but in 	illysically attacked the accused 	may be anticipated 

that the accused will plead self-defence. 	The decision as to 

whether the accused did in fact act in ,ustified self-defence 

appears to be the main issue in this case.. 
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Date Submitted 	Decision of Committee I 

18(4501 111913/11 WOO 8/45 M&( Ltd 51/1 

2 1NOV 1946 
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42/cl/fir/it  fio  

Registered Number. 	 Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

1 2 NO') 190; 

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 
......... 	CHARGES AGAINST 

CASE No. 	 

WAR CRIMINALS 

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

Jruaohea of 
natioqP1 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

.1;  

4. 1", 	. Clic.: ...A.; Ol t 

ticeueuu, 
of 

their return to tits; cai.T. 	 ou.c. 
i_i thu r 	. 	:CC ,11.L.)0 

ideto]. 
for 

• 0 	• 

li 

TRANSMITTED BY 

• insert serial number under which the case is registered in the files of the National Office of the accusing State. 

(29855) Wt.P.2651 4 	5,000 5145 A.& li. W.Ltd. Gp.685 
(30449) Wt.P 11r3 17 5,000 10;45 
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PET.F.R. 3iiLY BUZ! O.R11  

am an z:x P,O,Vi.  
My present address is r/o 	 17.1eo:? 
in vnrioua t O 	Cai.rps in 	 ;. 	 ,..'; 	. 

107 TORVISCCOA, (I d11 not 	 :LbFX-1'0) 
15th May 191!.3. 	I. was  ace-Nal)an ic 1.;;;: 	JC7.175lJ23, S . 
unknown) Corporal C.F20:1,11-ITS:C3 (I thin!: he w:Is in the ;LA, 
unknown) and Pte 13RESL:r2 (deossod). 	'.re ;101.70 nn-:t0ä to got 
VeRIGHT and McDONItliD. 	Vie were reep,pturecl 	OVOni.n3 of the 21s •; 
we arrived back at tho cEnr. 	tl:.e OVOIlitIP, of the 22nd Raw 19!:-3. 	t 	.:ere 
to the office of Colonel. in charge :of f..e Cta::1-2. 	He was ,:c11 1:no:70 to 
/fICITA aa I we t' aceompany him on his visiting rounds in tho 
arrived a t the office he •:*.•ame outside and said 	to the of.:P'oet _ "You thou.ght 
you could escape", t;:en he ordered chains tele() brcmght and he cssizted to out the 
chains on to us. 	Whilst busy he ay.w..0::ed us all in the faco With his tri:en hane. 
We wore then marched. into 	offiee viacre he tried to e::tract the names of our 
helpers. 	We refused to give the.n.Li3,G•E'UL TY5 and.BR7-4alza were then tot_en 
out of the office and I lia3 fUrtbe:0 cuestiono6. by the Co 	but I refused to 
zive the names. . Ho tbe w.13.0d out hia automatic pistol, troi: 	.'inc safety eatch, 
pushed me into a corner ef the room atidsaid ho 	soing to shoot me if I did nr:t 
tell him the naiios of our lielpers. 	I still refused.. 	11e then put the .sfot:;,r ctif 
(-)n again, and struck me several blo,.vs in the face with the pistol, _insistiws to. 
the names of the men v.the helped 	 5.i.122 were eut and two of my bnck teeth bad 
chips broken err. ...14,Truco was bo.dly bruised. 	The if 	t)f us were sentenced to 
one mon.ths ii.nprisonment without an:f.  blankets beins•sU:gplled. 	Whi:.:.st (Jolene?. 
was knoking me about with the pis-tol, he .!-JrCered the on who usually remove the 
refuse frry.-a the Camp to be fetched_ to his office, intimating -i;hut he 	-;;; 
held them reaponsible for ..Assistinr, us to C:;Cape atS he had diseovored  
hidden in refuse bo::ea and wheeled .Aut of. the Cam. Before we 
between us, WRIGHT and Mcl.))NAI.AD that should 4ito be recaptured rather 
innocent P.0.74. suffer through our escar, ive 	devuige their- na;s, 
men who were called for 17e::e in the Hyaiene Section and had nothing. to clo w:m Dl 

escape T thought it better to givo 	 the nz.vies of WilI(1-1T aria Me:00.1.7.) 
lieseription of Colonel DrICITA 

Colonel of the Carabiniuri. 
Home in Sicily. 
Married. 	Age aboat 	Yoar3, Hoi.v,bi;  5' Y1  -- 6' 
St-)cky tuilt. 	Hair 	dark. 	 g,?:'0,7. 	 )'yos 

ined 	• - 

The deponent acknowledges that he kno:/s, an undorstLuds the 
coot-el-y.8 of this affidavit. 	Sworn to borsro 11(1 at The enstle, 
CAPE T(WN on this 6th day of ML 191:.6. 

(6ifr ed) C-. l.,ietsman (7). 

ryf 

Col: the Union 	•- 

WITNESS 

(Zigrfed) ?????=???.???????? 
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VIDAVLO 

JOHN EgTEnt LAMB 

Sworn titatoa 

I am an ex P.O.W, 	1 ail! a Sat. in T.S.C. attnched to the third Fiala Rest. 
lay Regt. No. io 31060. 

I reside at No. 23 Tenth Locum Forthmond, Denoni. 
I was a P,O.W, in camp 107 TORVISC030 nenr.TRIESTA Italy. Sgt. BLYTH P. of 

the S,A.A,F, and myself decided toescape. • We could not find a satisfoctory monno 
of eacapino and eventually joined force;; with a avaun, S/Cpl. OFIDIm3IIII4 both of 
the S.A. Irish. BRESLER sug;ezted the idea of bcing oushod oot iu the dirt bones, 
but we wanted somebody to co operato with us and &aided on Pte. A. WALLS, M, WRIGhT 
and Mc DONALD. The first two mentioned were both in the S.A. Irioh, and. MC ADNALD 
T.S.These throe men agreed to help us end the plan worked out vory satisfactory. 
We nom pushed out in a l'ox filled tro nith dirt OD *heel bnrr000 and we wore eomped 
in a refuse pit outsido the caffip. This haooned at about 5 p.m. on a sundry after-
uoon. We laid in this rofuse pit until Tout 10 p.m. We then stared off in 
Northerly direction. Vie were at laroe for oix days when nu wore recnoturod nenv 
border of JUCOSLAVIA. 	we:o takon in an briay truol: to GORIZA whoro we ver° handed 
over to the Italian OARAWNIE1E, they locked uo up in the local naol, ond in the 
afternoon no were brought befpre en Ttalian YlaTOR BAVOIA. Ho cueotioncd uo and 
wanted to know how wo managed to got through the &fence lincs. We pointed out to 
him on -;;he man tho plo.co wo coossed tho river neor GORT7A. He did not boliovo thot 
ne could ;/ct through there az thcoo -aoro too navy patrole, (of course this wan not 
the correct iaormation). 

All this time wo livod oz  condom:ed. milk and chocolate. 
We naked him for food but he refused to give os any. Vie were lockea no rosin 

and at about 5 t7., UL we wc.n7c oot aboard an armytruok tinder arced escort end token book 
to camp ;07. 

The camp ecaaandant, 'Colonel MONA was thure to moot us. We wore handod ovor 
to bim. 	 hanacuffel and ohon wo were handcuffed he came op to QS and 
slapped each of us in the face with bin flat hand. he took us into hie office nith 
the interpreter (Nenned TURCO) and ho nented to knoW hon we osco:oed. We told 	thot 
we had cut a hole in the fenoa end noot cut. 	IIc woold not believe thin, so ho cot: 
hold of ETTER BLYTH in his of.n.co th000toned him with hit revolver and alto atrucic hin 
with the revolver cn the side o•O Oio head. uma then told him how we got cut and 
also gave him the naes of oho too 'n us out. We were kept hcnOcuffed and lockod up in 
gaol. The following doy VRIgHT and jlic DONALD was arrested and locked up with us. 
We were kept in gaol for Miny dayo on bread end water, bet Fto. WALLS when bringing 
our food always brought comet:ling oxtra until the orderly officer caught him with the 
result that he opt lockod up pith us. When 'sic got out of gaol the four of uo were 
transferred to camp 57 UIDIFAO when) wo ronnincd until the caoitulntion of Italy. 

Colonel N.1.01 	(SICIJIAN 
Ago about 63, Licight about 	build fat and flabby, Complexion fair, Hair very grey 
almost white, eyes blue, alwms stoked a cigar, and out and out Pascist. 

To give anybody sonic idea of what sort of man ho was. He uso to COite to camp 
at 2 In the morning drunk ordor the guards to fire bursts of machine gun fire acrons 
the camp and at timeo Curing ;he night he use to cone into cut hate and rave end shoot 
in Italian. Nobody knew wha-; he wonted or whet hew anted us to ao and if any one was 
awake he would strike him with whatever he could lay his hands on, nobody oloo 
assaulted us, but the colonel. 

J.?, Lamb. 

The deponent has ackoonlodood that he knows and understands the °entente of ',:is 
affidavit vhich wan 000rn to before me an Benoni this sixteenth cloy of ;fay 

(3 o.) O. v. d. Linde, Lieut. 
4ctive citizen force. 

Ex-officio Conniasionor of Oaths for the Union. 
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1 
A.T.Y.V.rDAV3:T 

MX Cora![-us 4-ft--1.0- 47.-r5 

Sworn States 

am an ex P.O.Y1. 	 ;:(-f 	•• 

Was 86522. 
I reside at the 3taf: lioss Randfol! 

was a P.O.W. 	 FtaeYi:• . 	 42 uati-.. Juhe 
Four of us P.O.W. escal:od di .ring Lay i 	) 	iLYTi; (2) 	c ;;. 7  ) ." 

5ROSLER and :yell. 
Wo were Iiheoled out :n dirt bozcj or w'oeel barrows by Pte. VTALL3 Pte. 

l'iRfahT aaa Pt0. jr DONi7.4), -t about 5 p.11,. 	(2:t:.c:.J in a refuse -pit 0' ''O the 
camn whore tie m.laiued in h..dini until darL. 	hcae:ed for J0.40:3LAVIA: Wo were 
at lsr8e for six days .when C 	moo:pt.:yea cloze to thotorder o juf7po3.avia by 
GURSEMERIA Troops. 	They %ook us to, and 1ooed us in e.aol at CJP.P.T.Pt. VfWO*6 
kept hero one day when 	(ro 	 to cLu:p 107 PCIE.?E!1'0. 

	

The CsLlp Commaneant (oloaul 	v:'s there to receive us. 	He h:-:.OL us 
handnuffud by The carihinieic and he thou o::dcred therr, to 	us but thoy refuse,t 
to do this. 	T.Ze 17,ecame 	excite, c..c un to us antt slaFed us iu our faces 
the bnc7-.7 0? his hand, and he orelef2GO. t:A)C iblnieri to tnize us into his f)ffic.,. 

He lined us LW against the 1 all a v 	 i tr. tell hilp. ho7; %?!: ..L‘ocalLed - rJ 
helped us. 	We did not tvan to dJ'...:,elos,t ho: 	by the hl p of who we esc::.:u&. 
He drew his revolver cocked it 	 ;AMU against his head with his 
revolver. 	He had tic thoroghl:- 	 rou.,embor whether 33t. 
after he Was 	ittCk told thc. 	 •hu 	 us to osca.pe. 	',.7ha-..; I do 
remember is that the interl-,*etor 	.told-tu; tIrlt they knew hew we got out sna 
who azIai2;to.1 u3, we wore nu.-1 bs.ck into the loecup. aha the nxt E,Irning WRIC'ar2 
Ric DONALD 7):13 brought and lco1!:c4. up with us, and the six of us dey.-e kept in :aol 'or 
30 days on bror,(5. and wo.ter. Pte. Walls who clwaya brought our food mankca to 
bring us a little el:tra unt:1 he was caught :lins thin ex-:t:ra ;.'00a into us, aro. he 
was also locked up with us. After we wore released out of gaol the four of u, trn 

escaped v:ere 	it to Oc.lap 5 UD:CEI 
The de:lovi-f-,t3.o.A of O. lonel HIOITA : 

Age, about 65, 
Hoight about 
Build Stoutish, 
Fair complexion v 	(.,!-ro:.: o a. always s:noked a eir. 

(:c) D.rJoidenhuys. 

The Deponent has acicho7ledg( d that ho kylows and understands the centents of this 
affidavit which was sworn 	befereme at .dfontein this 27th day of .Nay 

(hi.) C. v.. Linde, Lieut. 
Ac Ave Citizea Force. 

	

. 	 of Oaths for the Unio. 
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Vt-1.11'n."7"M 

JOME ROY DON41th 

Sworn States ....11.1•11001.17/ •-••■•••• 	•■■••• 

I are an co 	 :v was dischoroccl on the 12.2.1:6. 	11yRoF. No. was 3Vo56. 
I resiife ot Re. 3U -ROSSIPTA Street, 1..coots Part:, Johonuosburc:. 
I was n P.O W, in campNo. 107 TORVISCOSO 	fro': .LoroAst 19? 	.:412(.; 

copitulatioo of Italy on the 3th Septonbor 
While in this camp seven of us 	Planoed to oscaFe. We were three in ' 

yor party (1) Pte. M. -ttRiGaT, (2) Pte. to W.1:114, (3) ondoysolf. 	The otho,  oectioo  
being Sgts. SIXTH and LNAD Cpl. Goldonhuls and Pte. J. P.R7S!VU. We could not all 
go out in ono party so oe decided to spin a coin to see which of us should go. 
side lost the toos. 	It was agree& previouoly thot the lozerz would assist tho 
winners. 	The only manner of ezcace woo through the dirt carts, so ,Ayself snd Pte. 
WRIGHT wheeled the four mentioned out in the C!'! of boos two at a timu. V!‘c wonaEce. 
the escape undetected we Cit.ed. then in a refosu pit outside tho camp. Tho four 
escapees wore at large for oil: daz7s. . One niht at about 11 p.m. I wos nulled cu 
of bed by t wo Itaiian carabinioro who escorted me to the camp Commandant Colonel 
AICITA a (SIMIAN) for in 	oo Ito,  entering his office I saw tho Icor 
prisoners lined up agoinst the wall their hands =re chained. behind their 1)c:eke, and_ 
at the satire time as I entered hiz office he, the colonel DICITA pointed his revolver 
which ho had in biz hand at me. NO was very excited end shouted to ice asking m 
whether I knew the four prisoners, and whether I c1ro thorn to escanc. Be kept Lc ,  
covered with his rovoJ.ver. 	It told him that Y. :C7CW the four priconerz and thot 
helped the to eseopo. 	Ho wanted to knot: how, I helped them, I refused. to toll hi :o. 
He got up walked round his .:•oblo to where I vas ntsodAng waved. his revolver in my 
face and said Italy and Cars:any will win the titer with this, meaning tho rovolvcr. 

WRIGHT who was aico hauled out was thca marched into the office by the cars-. 
biniere on his entering I VES pushed by the colonol beside the four prisoners. The 
Colonel then started on Wriht asked him the same oueetions. 'iright refused to talk, 
upsetting the colonel to such an extent that he raved and danced around, swearing and 
cursing all the time, sayinri that once 2]!USOLIRI gets him airforce going there will be 
no more England. because Italy and. Germooy will win the war. 

The six of us were then token out and looked up in gaol. 
asked Sgt. BLYTE what the ;_)ThoO on his face wore, LAMB answered by sayrn3 

that the Colonel had struck 1HE':17; on 	side of his face with his revolver. 	J\fter 
we had been in gaol for 10 days tho four 15risonors (escareos) wore taken out of gaol. 
Wright and gy—solf remained in Joel. I heard that the four prisoners wore taken to 
eamp NO. 57. Wright and loyseil:' were kept in gaol for three months on bread and 
water with no blankets. ' The too e! os were taken out of prison daily by guards to 
the refuse pit and asized. 	:,:000 do Lt chic racy when they dutp the reful:n but we 
never told them how we had osststod the four .:,CI] to escazo. 	Colonel NICITA (SICILIolf) 
Age. over 60, Height about !-,'15" or 6a, CoJsoloxiou fair, hair Grey almost white, cyoo 
blue, Build fat and flabby, alwayssslbkoo cigars. 

(sga.) J.R. tic Dons16- 

of this 
1946. 

The Deponent has acknoolcdoed that ho knows and understands the contents 
affidavit vhichms sworo ;o:)1,efore WO at Gerai.ston this 13th day of Juno 

Gud.) C. J. tit. Linde, :Walt. 
Ac;:ive Citizen Force. 

Ex-officio Commissioner of Oathn for the Union. 
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0RRIC13 ITitT(N71' 

;imam Ames 

I am an ex 
83599. 

reside at No. 1;. Se 
I was a P,0,17, i. 

camp two South African 
and. asked mo whether I 
arranged our plans for 

The final plan 
6J... Irish would push L; 	- 
7:heel barrom3 with 
actually ear::.ied (;u;. 
refuse hole, ond came 
3REfiLLL J, 	7C managed 
and myself returned. hc 

ApproAmately 
bEek to the camp and le 
locked up tho Italian 
locked zle up with the fz,La-• 

Cpl, Geldenhuis had [. 
that the Italian colonel t]. 
his pistol. ' The other 

I was orrested through 
some informer who got to he: 
enlnnel taxed me of havdtv 
WC were kept in gaol for th:. 

After our release out 
to, I believe, soa.,c panishme 
remained in the same camp ft 

I did not witness the 

i.cc '1> ;1-1-.ed. 
ho.cr f.fter they were 
JCL. C out and also 

abou. 
3) 	 They al3. told me 

--7-U (:.! 	 '7. -7:.'Tf-3 in the 	with 

no 	 l'our ic 	There must have been 
	 who i-.72ormod the Italians, 	The 

.,;() Gscaye but I &flied this. 
'2 On j122::. brOr.(7 .;!ti 

fx,03, Dim 	 BR.Lef3L1:2 '.7orc cent 
lt 	-1!Ii; I CO :::Ot 	Wilere thi. Cn111) VMS. 	I 
)51 V.110::0 IZ.'.12 0 managc..d to escape. 
-Assaults oz the fcury...isenerE). 

cond. Street, 
Ho. 11:17 
• , 8 	;) 

4:i-ie.:A Le 

and 
:7 

'or -i:1:e oth: 	: 
0117;7, 

-led Qua'otors.Vonterspost. 
ItvlY 611H11[7 1942. 	:Mile in this 

!41:3, 	 BLYTIFE, ap?ro.-?.ched 
z-treed. to help them, 

and. a. Pte. ."-."O Donal a of the 
-,-,t1t of c :- 	throuEh Oho zr!ain gate on 

vet-s.ctahle:. 	This plop wcs 
st:,tc:(:,. above. 	We duluped the-] in a 

 17013 El. (2) Pte. 
, 7  as the Y.irst t‘.7o. 	Le r:onald' 

, ;:7Tright. 

The Der.onent has acknowle4e 1. that he knows and understands the contents or this affidavit which was sworn to before 7.e at V'enterspost this /6th day of :17y 

(6.) C. v.d. Linde, 
Act:,:ve Citi7;enoroe. 3x-off io Onsmissiecier of Oaths for the Union. 
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111tait.: rare non tninod in 	 ; 	; 	herowith. 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 

(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence ; 
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 
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Registered Number. 	 Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

immum  3 FEB 1947 

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 
Alutted an&I..4 	CHARGES AGAINST 	Italian 	 WAR CRIMINALS 

CASE No. '04-146 163 	 

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to he translated.) 

	custodj). 
	 ,3ri;ahierpItalian AnAy. 

•• 	........ 

          

            

            

            

            

            

            

       

•.• ...... 

    

Date and place of 
commission' of al-
leged crime. 

2 January  1)43, GHIOZA,  Greece. 

Number and descrip- 
	

(i) 
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

Sapper 	TO3EN, 	ealand :;nay, W9F involved in the retr:.eat of the .3ritish 
forces from Greece and during the retreat was given refuge by ;reek civilians. 	thiist 
in hiding he wore civilian clothes. 	In January 1)1+3 the accused D3.-IILIO Uiscovered 
Tobin in a but together sAth another New zealand soldier also in civilian clothes, 
named '6'a:ISTTIR. 	DEILao took Tobin and Aebster before his superior offi,-;er, the 
accused VIWUZZI. 	An interrozation then took place wt -,r! the help of an interpreter 
and then because "robin was in civilian clothes and earrying a revolver, VITTOZZI took 
him into the open and shot him in the back of the head, :Ailing him instantly. 	No 
trial of any kind took place. 	J.3BL,I0 was al...os-s; certainly present when `:robin as 
shot but has not yet been interrogted, If a:!;'iMIO is founu to have assisted at the 
exertion, he will be joined as an accused with VITTOWLI. 

TRANSMITTED BY. fice of the J.A.. C ilA 

• Insert serial number under which the case is registered in the files of the National Office of the accusing State. 

(20655) Wt.P.252 4 	5,000 5 45 A.& E. W.Ltd. GP.685 
,:;0449) Wt.1' 1 k3 17 5,000 10 45 
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cu.'. TIoTup. 1--?op tS'anq 
ao-r.I4(-) 	rr.7.-1q gr.Tn Saa.rtHu  

1 	 T 	t-!p1 	JV4nII1T oATJ 
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...)tate::ient of 

Who states : 

I wish to add the 	 to 
Sjt. 	on the 27th o .12 J 1 . 

I 	present throuLhout 
arrested by the I 1iani, c: 
interrogation 	in 
thera through 	his In 
questions. 	b. c auk. 
both — fl1a cnd his 

_ 	-.Pt- , soldiers, 
_ 	 ?he 

i)ffict:r was in -.Gurr()gr1.-.61:13-  
:L 	ncit heo.t. 	swori . 	ony 

.id 	 eu for 

	

sporting gun and a revolver 	found ln Lai_1122.a.' hut. 	During 
their arrest which I witnesse, 	h..d the .z- evelver in his hand, but 
had lifted both hands up. 

the interoogo_tion the Italian Officer sho 	nl:r the shorting 
gun to the Britisho....8 and 	adcd'iyted th:.1.t 	his o-.71. 	The 
revolver was i.ot sh-:wn at the interrogation, -.41.1.ch las.ced o:bout an hour, 
during 	L12110 ,re, ..odned 

when the inter -,:ugation enCed, the 	01...;.o,..12 waved to the 
Italian Brigadicre who was st.-tnclin,; in 	the aor)r; the latter 
took the two '13ritishers and ITV.-,::G.IiJOS 	 nearby house, 50 fautros 
away from Iv house. 

hi-2.1 hour of the 
Interrogatien. 

Liter the ._.;xecutin nd b.riJ. c,f 	 I 	:-1.tated in Ler 
previous state:Aunt, I -;.4..:turned 	 t., 	the 
Officer had left. 

ncY,n the next day I 	the Italian 	Laving towards 10/Ks. 
with his men. 

I deseribu 	't'LBSTEr.. 	..1.- Frox 6 ft. tall, heavy 
build, -..7ith reund face and dark bre'du 

I describe SPYRO), •.s follows 	J.itle 3:7.octer 'ion ,1,23i.,T=1•;., of 
medium build with wavy blendG 

I '..escribu the Italian 0fVic 	ts folLu, :. little 	ter tc- n 
011_1*3`1.11.1  of hOlairy -nuild, dark cc faexion, with dark drown hair. 	I'll 
recoLnize him if I 	h:,1 

as the i.an on the right, and 	 as the i.ran cn the left. 
To—day I a. s:iown a photo 	iixLt "0" in which I recognise S2-.71t0 

then I asked 4.11:.:1].:, where he 	 he said he was an I tzlian:  
born and raised in 	and hod 	the 	occupAisl 
as Interpreter. 	Lt.. 	 dressed in 	 Thu 	the rust of 

the Carn-_einieri. 	I did not observe any r,1:11: 	 f his slot:yes. 

I (3,.;scribo hiia as fAlows: '...kp.70x. 5 	in. f:.n height, of 
,7tudiG,.. build, fair 

/The 
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The ahoy, : strtuLlunt 	 (, u -:.; to 	!In.:: 	touu 	correct. 

Village 	 on 

18 Oct. 19 6. 

3tte,..ent taken down in Gou,k," read over 	 %,:;.tnessed by the 
undersigned Official .:xy.T.lttr•r,.f.:uo 	 6 	. 	 CU, ? 

	

1-ip .40 	C• in thu presence of tau Up dvrs.,.0 	 z 
at 	 Greece. 

0 J.. 

) 	T 9 "7  Z11: 'tj  
Cr..tptain. 

certify thaG this is L, trite trchnlaGi 41 of th 	 Gru,k, done 
to the best of 

Intucproter. 
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VillAL:e of ...;.3SC, 

Province of :10 

ST..T:11,aiT OF 

LI1.7.312.1-201-OULOS GI;ORGI:i of 
age 46 years, .:ercho.nt, 	 O;;;SI4.. 

-iiho states 

I was born in ;.OSSL, (krovincc of C(*).ZJ.. 	). 	I lived till 
Oct. 1 945.   

In hat7 1941 I 	approached by Doctor 	 ar6T:.TEI.OS, 
a resident of the village 1:.:...S1'LNIL. and 	 of mine, who 
introduced tle to two civilians who later told :..te they were British soldiers. 
Their names were L:._L TOBIN from NZ..1 	and GCADCV `,1.0STilil on 
1:11-Giaar: 	TOBIN was a private and .i11-3;DT.-:',R a Sergeant. 	They told me 
they belonged to a 1:_echanised Unit which fought in CORINTH at the retreat 
of the British Troops from GiCiaL; in :4Dril 1941.  	.,1126T:2 and TOBII: were 
dressed in 4,r,:y slacks and • shirts and civilian jackets. 	They were not 
armed. 

Dr. P.i,1-',.CONST.,11TINOU E. asked me to help and hide the.-:. foum the 
Italian occupation forces. This I accepted voluntarily. I took them 
and introduced them to iv 	 They could not speak Greek. I 
taught them a little so that they could move around freely and make their 
stay in the village more comfortable. .:ifterwards I introduced them to 
some of mine and Dr. P42.,.C(I1ST4'..iCTII:OU's trusted friends, an-iong whom there 
were DILITAIUS TSL:ITZIS and his brother 	 residents of GHIOZ... 
During their stay in ay house, TOBIN and 1-/EBST.11: gave me some photographs 
which DIviITAIUS TSItaTZIS had taken with his cal..era veith view of procuring 
them with Greek Identity Cards. Vie wanted to supply' them vrith Greek 
Identity Cards so that they could depart to 	and thence try to escape 
to the kliddle East. This plan was not carried ut because we did n -)t 
manage to find the necessary Identity Cards. 

During the period if.&BST7...d. and TOBIN were _Living with me, the Italians 
used to send small detachment in the 4,rea, 	 our village, to seek 
and requisition feed and animals from the v.:_liao,ers. 	'Therefore I had to 
be very careful for the safety of uy Britico. 	 and I advised them 
not to move around much. 	I gave a s;aa.1-... 	 (.2ypc Brov,ning) to 
TOBIN and WEBSTai acquired a pistol from one of 	Goeek friends. I 
also advised them to use Greek names. 	Thus, I called -,/ 2,a' 	with the 
Greek none of COSTS SI.i.T08., and TOBIN with t -ie name S&M.-.0S DIlaTRIOU. 
Two villagers knew them with their Greek names. 

after 18 months of continuous stay in 	 IEBSTER and TOBIN 
who by now became good friends with the brothers TSMITZIS, started using 
EVALiGELOS TS:d:ITZIS t s but in order that they would not be discovered by 
the Italian Carbinieri who started visiting our village more frequently 
asking food and animals. During this period food was provided to the 
Britishers by Dr.1--'.APJ.CafST.i.:-:TINCII 	 Ilivangelos and me, but I 
held Qrself responsible for their upkeep. 

On the 8th January 1943, 	and TOBIN were using 7--"LII22:I6' 
Evangelos' but near GhlOZ,L. 	They visited my house at 	en my son's 
birthday cn the 17th January 1943,   and loft the next day. 	I 2oserved 
that night that they wore not carrying armee The reason being, that 
friend informed them that if they were aroestee by the Italians and found 
aro.ed, they would be in great danger. 

/In 
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In the af tern_:e.; 	the 1 
ca;ole 	hcuse an. JI r 
sleeping  in his but - by a 
animals in the 	of the 
I triirlis 	 • .. the 

•,-,-hen, 
fro.., 	J 	h:p,.cned to 1k in 
dressed in  civilian 	slee 
who return 	anc:. n.rehehded th 

tt 
or 	 :C....IL., for 

of 	 L. 	 said 	the 
:.• 

Ie 	 f: 	j.:! 	t: 	2 r 
the 	 the but  

.7ed the 3-x-.....njeri 
•Ir 

The next :.ruing I heard 
friuds wn.s shot dc,d b.- the 
of 	fre:n 	 and 	• .e 
detach...Grit 	 of' LL 

to the village of GI 	 she retunied 
Italians going tOI&X3 
.,....;B6T.L.a. 	Then  I unders...c 	that 	the I tali 
ht dark I went to the oe..0..:r: • -..here I ..•-bservc.::: 
which I took as T03: s 

.f 
16 	c.fterneon 
th::6 

I st-.-•nt 	r dac.,:hter 
SC sa'.: tl_ 

ha • sh: t, 
eLh :lie of' u.-.,_rth 

..s the Italians started 
hc.:1po.:d the two Britishers, I 
fact I 	arrest...Z. 	t • 
hiding and u,.:keeping  
the Tonente VITOGL, Vitt: 
from N.thoti I fled 
Cr.rabinicri 	suspec ting  
I denied the charge and next 
VITOC*,, interrogated ,ae 

suspec Li 	 y for having  
had to b. 	c. 	 In 

	

Later y t:.e 	_ 	1: sus: t for 
3ritish .1dik_.cs.t 	r.. 	_by 

•)f' the 6.-„:abinieri 
to the 	i.n 'coin:4. 	I 	tht-.-;.-. the 
le and ho no "(7 	of the truth, 

I MS set 	 f-.A1y. 
in the Greek 

In 4.pril 1943,   I fled to thr, 'Ans. 	I ,Aut 
Di:dtrius who 	 .xecuted by the Italians. 
He said that TL2J., 	as 	 uhk, ht:.; at' by the C.- rabinieri 
under Lieutenant VL.O. ,ts _ 'terse 

Durik;  the period of' their stv, 	c..ne 'IL, 	grave 	• their 
phetc,::raphs. 	One of 	tti ph ctus I handed in to Captain Bd. of 
the D. J • .•• Cr. 	I h.  vu Sentt GL:11.7, is photo 	his facdly 

I describe 	as follows: __bout 1.8o ,dutrk.s tall, of he-vy 
build, with d Lek brc..a. 	blue eyes. 

I describe TLBL a. follows ab,..ut 1.75 ,-ietres t.11, 
with blond hair an: blue eyes. 

""5" , a 	'I  ryl C" . 
In 	ibits "B" and 

',Tas kink:6 by 

Today Iau ahown three 
In :if.xlaibit "h" I reco nise 
"C" I recognise th. on on 
the Italians and, the .t7...ch:  

ph7)tozucloh3 
the :.lan as Sgt. 
the right as th.:.,. 

• n thu left on su 

I describe Lik..utehant 1L1 of' thk... 3 : 	 ...bout 
1.78...etres tan,- 	 , 
about 35 years of 

The above str,:caauot w1.; over to . comxt. 

_ 	eyes, and 

Villr. of 
Dated the 16th Oct. be r 194_6. 

Si•.;t; - )  



• 

Z884 

-3.. 
State..len t tr.::: en (I-, e.. n in Greek re 	.-.vr 7n: 	 1_7 the up:ersine.7. 	 iy In ter2re ter .T/0.Y 5084 	cj.n t .„ J. C. in t. 1).- uc... of the un: 	," 	n.r) tn ...T. f the D. 	Cr. , 	rt 

Bezzina. 

I certify thn.t this is r:. true tr .nsl 	 C.'-reok dec.:U..10n t done to the best of :.-or 

.3 ivil n.nou Sit.  
Sgt7friterpre ter. 
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vs 

	 OF 

.171:1t-2S, 
c 

stat....st 

..t 	 :41 , 	- 	 I 
where I 1-c.vt:  

Co!. 	 ":1' 	: 	I

• 

	....T. Uld hici 
two British 	1iors •. 	 • 
tre.l.vs. 	I 	 • ,; 	 uso f:r .bout 
ten clnys. 	th . s .1),„ 	C, I 	r.1c 	!..:. 	I1- --": 	 cr 3 
USO(.1 tO pr.ss. 	 ovory 	_T. • 	

• 

:ten tc 
with me to 	viii 	n. 	T.' • • 11._ 	 fin t 	t.Z.: t-i 
to • a friend of . -Inc, LE. 	 6C,j r 	

- 

then in 
the wo,..cis outsiC.J. 	 • 	yr..2, I u1.-;oe. 
foc:d and clothiu: I cLultf. 

The twc. I3ritishers say 	t...06111.... until al.),Alt 	of 1942, when 
I took tite,1 to C-LIO/.. ,here they' 	 but nc-.r 
caso used 	visit thell hore uite froquontly. 

In licveuber or -.;/1or of 1942, I sn..-„-  • ri of th,..:sk.: 	

▪ 	

soldiers 
pin being .71.,.r.cli(.1 thr.:ugh 	Ji1.JL by an ,....-;cort of about 15  Italian 
Carabinieri•  I 	 tk.A. 	 n.rabini71. 

	

XILOK...6TRCIT hadf.1...he two 	 no 
been tc_ken 	 the either "ecut: -.t 	iC 

I e4-.1. unable to 	 n • _.„fi 
solfliers. 	One was t.1, 	U i t, 	built, 	 rd1 
complexion. 	Sa.i.1.1 	 Lcri'7..., n, 	 caw 
from Now-  2:I 	CI1C 	 5 fuct 9Liich,.43, 	1r, 	, 

This str.tc.-..,..nt ha boon r‘..a:3 ver to 	, 

Statei..iont t1:-.n (11 --4n -  in Grook, 	 .i-'6,lossocl by 
the un -7ers-.1.E,..nod Official Intoriy.- oi,o .,:- 	 in the 
1)n:sr...lc, of Se.:g,.7..nt 1-;.. Downing of 95 	 , 

GriA,c,...:1 	26th 	 -±-'.  

' 	• 

. ■ -■ 

T.-  . 

I certify that this is a true 	 .n cft- 
to the :bust 	:y 	7t; 	 . 

In torproter. 



2886 

KASTANIA 
Province of Corinth 
GREECE. 

ADDITIONAL STATE(_ 1'T OF: 

lei2ACoNSTANTINOU Efsthathios, aged 80 years, 
doctor, residing at KASTAKII.. 

Who states : 

At the end of May 1941, I was residing in the village of KASTANIA, 
where I lived 711 my life, when my nephew, Doctor PAPAOUSTANTINOU Constantin, 
from the villa-•e of -KAELEA, sent me two .73ritishers who wcre coming from 
TRIPOLIS, with a view to hide them from the Italians. In fact I hid them in 
my house for ten clays. As the 3ritishers arrived in my house at daylight 
they were seen by all the villagers; as the Italians started visiting our 
village on trucks I was afraid they were discovered and thought it would be 
better for me to hide them in the FENOU district. 

I went to the 	MOSSIA of FENOU and met Mr. LIKBEZOPOULOS and 
asked him to help me out. He accepted and immediately afterwards we met 
NANAPOULOS Sotiris, SMDAIUS Joannis and KkiiiiMELItS Fanayiotis who all 
accepted to cooperate by hiding the Britishers. The latter remained in IAOSSIA 
for about a year during which period I visited them and helped them with 
food and other necessities. I also add that my son did send me from Athens 
clothing and shoes which I gave to the two Britishers, who used to visit my 
house very often at dark. 

In the spring of 1942 the Italians were visiting the village of MOSSIL 
more frequently. I then decided, for their safety to transfer them to the 
village of CHIOZA (MATI) where I introduced them to Mr. TSIMITZIS Evan:elos, 
a shepherland geatherd who had a but in the hills in the outskirts of the 
village. There the two :Altishers stayed till January 1943, when they were 
arrested by the Italians. . 

I am convinced that their arrest was made by chance and, whatever is said 
about their denouncement is incorrect. The Italians were searching the area 
to find and requisition goats and sheep and then they then found out the 
Britishers in the hut. They arrested them and took them to the village of 
CHIOZA where they killed one and moved the other to the village of LAVKA the 
next day. 

I went to LAVKA to try and talk to the British prisoner whom I saw there 
and recognised as the one we called with the name KOSTAS. He was escorted by 
the Italians and I was unable to talk to him. 

Today I am shown a photograph marked Exhibit "A" whom I recognise the 
man who was arrested by the Italians and taken to the village of LAVKA 
and whom I have known for two years as KOSTAS; he is one of the two Britishers 
I mentioned above. I describe KOSTAS as follows: about 1.75  metres tall, 
dar.ic hair, heavy built, reddish face. lhirin'- his stay in my house, he told 
me he came from LONDON. 

I describe the other Britisher, 'Alom ;:e called SPYROS and whom I 
learnt afterwards to be the one the Italians had killed -t 1TIOZA: 
he was a little shorter than KOSTAS, fair complexion, of medium built 
and blond hair. He told me .he came from New Zetland. 

The above statement has been read over to me and it is true and'correct. 

KASTANIA, dated today the 17th October 1946 

(Signed) E. PAPAC(21STArTINOU 

/Statement 

t`S 
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Statement 
by the undersi 
STYLLNOU, 
EZZII\l/, of th; 

-2- 

taken down in Greek, rt;•-..(1 
.neC, Official Lrny Inter; ret.,,,• 

in the presence of the 1,1 
1). J. 4.4. G. , C. 11. F. 	Sr 

• 7_,i n-ture viitnesseet 
./ 	rrA.811. S.,r, cant E. 

nod 	 n,..-11 
Interrretor 

aptain 

I certify that this is 	true tr J.slation of the ori -inal Greek 
document done to the best 	krr-.:13di-e -n bi11ty. 

(Sif•necl) E. :-)tyli-nr...)u 
Interireter. 
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STATEMENT OF: 

TSIMIT:dLi 
.-. Berl /1.r. 

een of etirius, 
er, reeidilv et 

 

• 

   

     

the states: 

    

In Yey, 1941, I e.ct two :)ritish soldiers near TIOZA, who told me 
that they '.ere tryint• to hide from the occupying Itelien troops. I offered 
to let them use a but which I own in the woods ou-cside e_IOZA, and said I 
would take them some food. 

Until January of_ 191.3, these two British soldiers remained in the re -ion 
of CHIOZA. They spent part of their time ._;teyin: in ely hut, and the 
remainder mevini7 about in the mountains ne-r:.y endeavouring to evade the 
Italian troops who sometimes raided the valley to steal sh:ep. 

luring the reried of their stay nerr my home I became 'veil ecquinted 
with these two ritishers. I know thorn 	".-aczTz,s" and "S].-", which are_ 
the Greek names they used. They ;aye me several pheteuxaphs -nd their names 
and home addresses which I wrote dewn on a liece of eaper. This paper I 
have today handed to Sergeant deownin:. of the Special Investi etion 13rnnch, 

i as well as three photorephs of the soldier who I knew as "Sei6S", but 
whose real name in En:lish was TOBIN. 

In January of 1943, these two men were 7e ain liein in may but near 
CE1OZA. On about the lath of 	.eenth, I rcmeeber I :as minCin,• some 
sheep on the far side of the vL11.y, 	aiLl not return to the but until 
about 5 o'clock in the eveeie:. 	e '.y arrival there 	caw tint the two 
Britioh soldiers had left, and ee. HI: V a neijieur, GMITSAS Leonides,. 
that they had been taken eeey es ,e..e.re by Italian soldiers. I also 
learned that my father, ::.y eife, 	eister-inlew had been arrested 
by these some Italian troeps, and .::.re to-be hele ee hostaees to be released 
upon my surrendering eTself to the Italians at EICZA. 

At about 10 o'clock that evening I went to the ayorls house at 
CITIOZA where the Italians were etayin, and told them I wan responsible for 
hiding the British soldiers. I was taken into a reem, and in the presence 
of two Italian soldiers, I was slapped - and beaten with a pistol by an 
Italian lieutenant.- 	short time later I was taken into another room and 
there, in the presence of the two :raptured British soldiers, 5 or 6 Italian 
soldiers, a Greek interpreter. name: ANIMAS from PATRAS, ee well as the 
Mayor of CHIOZA, who 'Nas at thet 	DARB AOUL7 I:etres, an,-; his nieces, 
-.311B1 ONOVLOU Constantin; and :. -6AeULOO Parecbevi, I -des interroerted by 
the same Italian lieutenant who had beaten me. Yy interreeatien lasted 
nbout half an hour, and at the end of this period the eirl FIL.e- eLOU 
rareshevi, left the room. The lieutenant then started interreeetiN.  the two 
British prisoners. This was done in Greek, sometimes by the lieutenant 
directly asking questions, and the remainder through the Interpreter 
ANIREdS. I underst ed all that was :-A,11 in Greek, and Burin the course of 
the interrogation of r'elUN, I heard hi., 	it bcinT the ewner of e pistol 
and thirty rounds, a ehut-un, and .some Ee fish books, ell of which '.eld been 
found in my but by the Italians. 

At this -.:orient the -Italian lie:tee 6 	U 	order to ti'e t_tart.ls and 
two or three of them took TCIIN from the 	I did not see him aain 
after this. I was then teen, to -etherwith the second I,ritish soldier, 
whom I knew as "ROSTAS",_tk. a house near.):: where we .ere iven a meal. 
Later we were keit for the nit:ht und.r the uard of some of the Italian 
troops in another house in -EIOZA. 

/The 
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The followin Cy we '.ere  !,oth taen.  to L'ArK. v.here I 'It:ved. one day. 
I was released the day after 7:iy arrival at 	and I returned done to 
CHICZ4%, where I found my f-thor, wife and sister-in!..1-m 	in at liberty. 

I do not know th,,  aar.x ef any of the Italians-mho Came to 	- hen 
the two ritish so7di,,rs were -1-.rest,d. They -,:ore about 20 stron: , under 
the common,: of. the lieutenant. I ';:ould describe this lieutenant as beini: 
about 32-35 years of e, 6 feet, •ell built, dark :'rown hair, clean shaven, 
dark complexion. He .'.ore a uniform ef dark ;:ry with ta old stripes, the 
upfer one ineorporatir a small c7'.:1-.:ae, on 14E. lower p,.rt of each sleeve. 
I did not see the ca .):(' the lieutenant but I clic] see some of the caps of 
the soldiers, and I 	.r the badF:e a Lia a Uiab, circular in shape, 
with several flames I::%yTh the fu,ia at the top. These flames appeared to 
be blown to one side, but 	do not r-5:11ember which. 

This statement has ::,een read over to me, it is true and co,ir.ect. 

(sicned) E. TSIniTZIS 

Statement taken in Greek, road over and sioature -. - itnessed by the 
undersigned Official Interpreter 1.PS.;;IC.,-,LOS i':nayiotis, in the presence of the 
undersirned Serk-eant. H. :"owninc, of 95 Section, Special Investigation 
Branch, 	Police, • C.M.P. , near 0L10&1 (I.TI), on the 27th September 194.6. 

(signed) P 12ak.)los 
Interpreter 

H.Downin 
Ser,eant 

I certify that the above statement is translated from the oricinal 
Greek document, to the best of my knowledce and ability. 

(si('ned) P. Takalos 
Interpreter. 
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61:;.ak..,..ent of : 

-e, cf: . _ 
!LEI. • 

..qr.:'..;•a IJC.CA at 

t VILQ 	f 	..' 	'1' 	ieris at  
ca..e to 	cy on. of 

Pa.squale, 3f t 	 : 01. .  

Otm afternoon at a_out 
Lieutenant and the •••.aresf,...-..11o, _cved tc 	V: 	 Y. 	, 	the purpose of arresting to Dri-tish 	 - ,ith the , tneir Italian Interpreter. 	Before the-  le:.ve, 	"noare Lieutenant sa - log in'oro;,-cn Greek. 1uar.:el "to-night I s:Lz.et.1 Ln„-iniz 

The next day they retuened at 	no -...;:en 	 friend it./.....D4-161 Pasquale, he told c that they had . 	th . yuv 1).3 d vy at Gi-IIOZA trio British 	and had brought the ..-)ne of t: 	 Thu other British P.11. -.as 	 The 
Lieutenant and the Inaresiallo 	 J., the 
having the •±•Jritish 1.-cisener 	the.. (in fhel,-.• 	 :hen they 
reached outside the ce.ietrany, t.iout. and the 	sto,-„ed dorm to 
tie their boot laces; -.cccedin[,:, 	thir 
got at,  with 	14ste1 in hc..nd and shct 	 at the back 
of the head. 	The killed 	 . 	 villa,•;c: Stith the 

-=ilong, with the other •3ritish Prisoner, 	, 
aC.;••(.1-_:1:: named TTZI.j Ewengelos, thou ti..y 
Later I heard that 	_7,T:2;13 

(,±) 

brou-j. at at LOKI& 
tOO at (11.-IICZ1. 

:.•, 	(GLICLA). 

ic 	.LiSOULI S. 

tate-nen t 	 rearl. over :-.1; '• 	 tn 	eci by the 
undersigned 	 .f.nte-ts-f,ret-,-er 	 R. it. Si, C. , in the presenoe of the 	 CLpt. 
LiMc,,, G-reece, on the 9 C.;c, tobot. 1 914.6. 

qtylianeuj.  
In rete-,:. 

A.Te Bezzin•- . 

I certify that this is a true translation of the ori:4n,11 	 done 
to the best of ;...y oowid c and 7illity. 

Ini:ern-ceter. 
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i., 
r Ivince of Corinth, 

ST..77,':7,11'11  01.1:  

71TLIOS:. 7mArius, aged 5C y,ars, 
Grocer, ).-.sidng 	 Corinth 

states: 

tho past thirty-six y_ars I Llv,. b, n ryocer and have r_sided 
over my shop in 

During the )ccu,-., ati)n -if Greece by the Italians, several groups of 
Italian soldiers us ,c! to make ergani ;_i r.ids .n farming villages to steal 
sheep, Lambs and G--t: ,:tc. 	I r 	r in January 'A.  1943 a party of 
such soldiers cane to ',Tr.,. 	Tf y 	r 	:bout forty and ;bre cii]oanded 
by a Tenente VITOCE. 	I b liev. 

Tenente VITOCE, durini-  his stay in 	lived in my h..use. 	I 
remerber one night whilst he was here I answ rrd th, t(1--11 ne and the call 
was from the Italian Brigadier at Gr'!07,A. 	He asked for T_hento VITOCHE. 
I called the Temnto and he spoke with the Brigadier for ..., .1, minutes. 	I 
could not understand 4.--10 conversation but it seet:JI to me that VITOCE became 
very excited. 	-Alen he finished sneaking he t-111 Ile that two British soldinrs 
had been taken prisoner by his detachm_nt 	GHI07-. ITJ called for some 
mules, and with some of the other Italian soldiers he 	L:Tn. almost 
immediately, going in the direction •if GHIOZ". 

Tenente VITOCE returned 	L'. '1;_. the follinp.'day yith his tr ops, who 
had-with then a Prisiner who I hoard speaking in the English tong m. , I 
only saw one -- risoner. 

_11 the Italian left L.V1‹:. two days later taking with them the Prisoner. 

I learned nothing of VITCCE except that h.r., had a oractisc as a Lawyer 
in Italy. 	I would describe hi:. as: ago 35 y ars, about 6 fe,t in hcight, 
'wc:11 built, Dark br,wn straight hair, slightly dark complexion, clean shaven, 
large brown eyes. He wore grey uniform with 	straight gold bars, the 

top on had a circle, on his sleeve. 

This statement has ben read over to me, it is true and correct. 

(Signed) =ICS. DE: ";T: 

Statement taken down in Greek, read over and sign-ture witnessed by the 
undersigned Official Interp.eter TS,,KI&LOS Panayiotis in the presence of 
the undersigned Sergeant H. DOVXING, of 95 Ser.ti n, ,3pecial Investigation 
Branch, 	C.M.F., at Ltwh..., Greece, en the 27th 	 1946. 

(Signed.) T3LIG,LC3 
Interpreter. 

( 3isned) DOWNING, 
Sergeant 

I certify that this is a true transItation. If the original Greek, done to the 
best of my knowledge and ability. 

(Signed) TS..‘KLOS 
Interpreter. 
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,r1 , 2;..,: 	19th October, 1946. 

3T 2. L TIT of : 
reoi-linL;  at : 

-;113. 

iho status: 

I H011.3 10,1'716, . called by th, Britis[ ii.Ltary 	to give 
evidence regaring th death of a 	Zealanier n1 th.. 	.pturo of another, 
in the Provinc,_ of Corinth - _Ati by th, Italian Forces of Occupation in 
February, 194.5, (if I remember Jell). 

I can testify 	folloAng: 

To prevent sti.rvtion I had ,;:oved aith 	f ii tp th viii  
waiting for my country's fr lu,L. 	Togeth,r aith us Jero 
soldiers aho re..iainded behind after the evacuation of Greece. 	They were 
looked after by different people_ of th,_, province and -Kept concealel fr_a 
the centres where the Italians-were stati,)ned. 	ctul1y thy Jere under 
the protection of the faAily call . T6T.TI from th., village of 
One of thu brothers of thu f:Amily serving a.th the Gre.,k Country ..s.'21ice 
helped a lot, Jith others, fur the ono New'Zealander to be savud. 

,bout the ,:nd of j:.nuary or beginning of February, 1943, Italian 
troops and Carebinieri camped at L.vif- for few days. 

One day a few Itlian and Greek Country. Policemen hal!ing with them 
two or three Greek cLvilians 	guiles, wont to th. vLlla;-; 	J:1 with 
tho excuse of buying :,heep; the real reason though unicnoan; but it 
seemed they -were collecting inforrntion 	the two conce.led New 
Zealanders. 

I b,lieve that, bco : I r..:..oker1 occasionally by n 
Serje:.nt ,Hjer callelD15J:LIO, 	occupying 	rom in r  father's house. 
He as trying, 7ith investigating questions, to gain inforati.n ab)ut 
conceLlud British ::1 -1diers. 	It is understood V.:A they already had some 
iniefinate 

In the evonin of the s:„..le lay I ias informed by telephone that they 
had arrested t-:!o British soldiers. 	t onto the Officer-in- charge of 
the let:'.ch-unt and DIBILIO (4hJ 	from J 	of 3TCITIr, as he told me) 
and a few soldiers left for 	 they returned :iith one Nce Zealand 

soldier. 

Men at night I was 'lone with 151.7.1LIO I Jas inform',  by him that they 
had killed one of th, Nei Zendurs bucus he aas carrying a s revolvur. 
Then I remarked to him that this action -.-..s .::alt the International 
Rules of Prisoners of 	he replied 	 a dog". 	His .rlswer 

surprised me .:n3 male cc angry. 	To icy 	n, why did thuy not try him 
by Court :artial, his ruoly ws."The 	i:„.ru" (tapping his revolver 

aith the palm JC his hand). 

I w:,&_infor,od later the vict 	Tay. no resistence. 	They were 

arrested in a but owing to insufficient 	:sure of safety 'being taken. 

I don't think fly uf th Greek a_re respnsible-for their arrest. 

I held responsible the Italian Captain ':h 	a lawyer in civil 

life, :is I was toli by 101.7ILIO. 

.130 
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Thu t...stif,,in;;  

HO'.) TO 

St-t ,L 	 in r;ruck, 	 wit-nessul 
by th.. 1.1.n.Lrsign. 	Ofeici.11 	Inturi)n.tc:r 	50811. Sjt. STYLI_J..TOTJ, • 

in th._ pr. 	■.'tY 	'.in rsiri 	C. _pi:- 	4,. T. T 	of af-.0 
(r. et. 

San'. 

InturgivA :r. 

Sgnil. ... T. li'17147-1"...-. 
Captzdn. 

	

I curtify that this is 	truu•transl:Ai n 	th 	 Greek, 
t') th..; bust of•ly knowiulau LJO. 

Sjt. 
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Judieiel  1Tisen 

Subject:- Statement. 

the unCerei 	 Vittorie, Ce; Salvatore 
born in F-le eer 	- (,,ncon, ) .n Le'y 20, 1916 
resieline in ,i reeee 	66 Vi- 	 'emirate, 
Employee; Lx 	of the 	re 
make the folk win 3-tete:,,ent:- 

In the wintr of 1942-43 	-.1jointed CI:ficer 	andinc of a small 
Carabinieri Unit, the duty was that of roundin; up,"-in the area of LOCA, 
soldiers of the enemy Army who had 1 )een si -nalled as bein:.  around those 
mountains. When I _arrived; et the sit e_11(ef4 area, I -7-,s -ol, by some of 
my men whom I had sent on patrol in order to rather informations, that in 
the area of LLFGA they had caltura, krecisely in a town celled rTIOZL, 
two soldiers of the En, lish rmy. I ir,E.ediately -dent to The spot and 
personally proceeded to the identification cf the two prisoners who 
resulted to he two Hew Zealand soldiers 1Jho stated to be irivate soldiers 
and not officers. 

These two soldiers :7ere weerinE civilian clothes and were in possession 
of a pistol in e very 	condition end of 25 live rounds. 

When I asked there "Whose pistol is this?" Cne of the two replied "It 
is mine". Followino this reply and jursuent received di positions as 
regardini r.y duty, to r•or Teat repuenance I proceeded to the execution of 
the New Zealand soldier whe had stated to to the possessor of the pistol 
andThmmunition. 

I lish to point out 11' t At that tire 	vas in possession of a written 
Order relatin,: to the execution, on the skots  of cll the soldiers of the 
enemy Amy found in possession of err:s and w acinL.  civilian clothes. 

• I wish to add that the above mentioned.Crder surely was ./191; issued by 
my Company H.Q. hich did nothing, else but sending it to me; I can 
remember that this Order wes issued by an Italian l'alv H.Q. far hither 
superior, may be, by the VIII gray Corks he,vinc juris(Ucticn in that area; 
and if I am not mistaken at that time i/o of the VIII Army Corps having 
jurisdiction in that erea; and if I am not mistaken at that time i/c 
of the VIII Lrmy Corps there was General i-LFUNDI. 

I feel the duty-of addin; that after the execution of the soldier, 
I immediately ordered the men, who had carried out the execution, to stand 
to attention in sign of respect to,dards the fellen soldier. At the same 
time I informed the local authority in order to have the body of the soldier 
decently buried. 

I her epeend my *nature 

....,:e• -,) IPTC/ZI vitt,rio ,•nee 	, 
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PARTICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT 

1. Stute:flents by the following witnesses 	enclos6 herc.iith who depose as 
to the arrest and interro:ation by VITTliZZI, of Tobin and to the fact ttrjt it was 
K:.own that Tobin had been snot after the interrogation :- 

BAR3oPOULOS Petros (2) 
Geore 	 .d.1.1.1.110j 

.:::fstathios (2) 
	

HURAS 
Evan3.elos 

2.  The accused VITT.dZZI has node a state-ent adidttinif, that 11,-1 shot Toan. 

copy of this statent is enclosed 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 
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(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying • 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence ; 
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

ith re,iord to the accused VITTo..,-I the evidence is cothplete and tne;:a 
can be no defence. 	pith re;  ird to the accused i-ERILIO, if as a result of 
nis interro,Lati6n it is ,)rove6 th.lt ne was present and assisted at the 
exechtion, he .oust be held liaole in the sa..:e .e ;ree as Virf,uZIl as an 
accessory to the 

... 

2.. 



Date Submitted 	Decision of Committee I 

1 2FEB1941 

CARDS CHECKED I, f 3f 53 

89768 1 'st,3,1 I 	s 	I,v3 51,1 
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Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

  

.4(0///i/X/911,2 	= ,6 FEB 1947 

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 
BRITISH 	CHARGES AGAINST 	WAR CRIMINALS 

CASE No. 

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

Te,lente Francesco WALESSIO 	(ILI custody) 

An officer of the Italian Army on the staff of 	. 

LARISsA Concentration Camp. 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

   

October  194 to .4ugust 1943 

      

         

   

LARISSA Concentration Camp, GLEE. 

     

        

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

ix) Ill-treatment of Prisoners of War. 

Offences Against the Person Act  1861,  Sections. 18,.. 2.0  and 47. 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

Prisoners detained in the 1.,I,1-3SA Concentration Can (including some 
British Subjects) were consistently ill-treated. 	The accused forced sick prisoners 
to parade for roll calls when unfit to do so and on many occasions he struck 
prisoners who refused. On account of the escape of one prisoner in October 1942 
about 150 prisoners were forced to run the gauntlet between two lines of guards 
who slashed at them as they ran. 	7 prisoners died OS a result of this ill-treatment. 
The accused was in charge and present throughout this incident. 

TRANSMITTED BY 	Office.. of_the_J..A.G4. 	Dept. )• 

• Insert serial number under which the case is registered in the files of the National Office of the accusing State. 

(29655) Wt.P.252 4 	5,000 6 45 A.S: E. W.I.ta. OP.685 
130449) Wt 	11.1.3 17 5,000 10 15 
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PARTICULARS OF ALI.HiEl) CRIME 

 

The LARISSA Concentration Camp was a concentration camp for 
political convicts. 	Several escaped British Prisoners of 'fl'ar who had 
been rearrested were cenied the status-of 'Prisoners of .iar, tried before 
the Italian :alitary Tribunal for Greece on charges of espionage and the 
like, convicted and sentenced to long terms of imprisonment and sent to 

Concentration Camp. 

The accused was an officer on the staff of the camp between 
October 194.2 and August 1943 and was in charge of roll call parades. 	He 
forced sick prisoners to take part in these parades when unfit to do so 
and on many occasions he beat those who refused with his fists. 	They 
were then left outside in all weathers with their hands tied. 	Signalman 
NUT-131401,, a British prisoner, was forced by the accused to work while he 
still had an open operation wound. 

In October 1942 a prisoner escaped and could not be traced. 	About 
150 prisoners were subjected to collective punishment. About 130 of them 
(mainly Greeks, Palestinians and Cypriots) were forced to run the gauntlet 
between two lines of Italian guards who slashed at them with equipment belts 
and rubber truncheons as they ran past. 	then they reached the end of the 
line they were clubbed with rifle butts. 	7 died as a result of this ill- 
treatment. 	The remaining 20 prisoners, including 5 British soldiers, received 
less severe treatment, namely about six lashes with a whip made of stout cable. 
The accused was in charge and present throughout this incident. 
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• - •...1•••-• %Ks • -.al, • ,..711...• •••111,. at As ■••••• 	a•-••••••••••■ 

'.1ffl.ve [V.:as:go ;to: 

70.06 	C.01Ap.4 f7.0.flt!vilon reforonce:- 

/ • 	Pz 	I-2 	.' 

• • .....•••••••.•,••••• •••••3 ••••••••■ •••111P 	 ■••-••••••••■••••.-••• 1.• •••• ••••••• 

aptain in 

permeawnt 	teal:clic. at Pluebol). wood;  ile. -27•:-; 	.•• 

IIJ rxtz ../ st-ser ae t 	osm 

.; 	In thc au41.:16r ot 	 VT.0 ner-itng with P. 

.:n3 t. ccueralo. 	On ii AtLe. 1941. on the gorter;:#.1 calAtatiort 

	

prinone:7 toE,other with obottt tTio undzot and fifty ot; 	C.-  

:ti Liotatonent 	;iwroll. 	Ftlon $#Tet6 being  

truck in wh.f.nh IirG4 trevellins 	5.mo1lied ii,. - • 

a 	 tlieloh I got 	fractured Dukle. 	Imty aftorm •,7L1-• 

%la GAL:1M in pqmatted to a militAry heapital fo:r 

utisr at 	... et, ARMS. 	I remainod thoro ror hbout ala 

=ece.LeC pdAy for thioh I *ivied r000lptci Gh to CArna-:1ft_  

e.;:g.Aed tNa hvv.p:Lts.J. ,rt-4011tur. 	Shoriay arterwar,3% 7 oeooped 
Isie,..ttonant 	 csad wok at largo 	 th.e Jatddla 

Dv.rtkis i-sho times 	VALt in A7.1MIS X 14',:a3 tryiks to 	 : 

iy eisieepo 013 of  ;;Iltsi 00'41trys I rites• nontetet 7ii varloue !.;r 

ar,1-1 rags clothed awl fod.+Iy t011., 	novo 	 olothas durlk, 
• 

Oa 15th Scp.tomeer 1 94.1 X vita 411.1Nted k.):: Vie Xtalir.t.ha 

4:CYROY pile;tit 5t71 A.TEZ:Cz'S whore I revained 	 ctfter ay.  tritain..s;13;;; 2. 
haure apo!gort of ;7.4y oxperierA3c2 in this prison in anethar e.ffidetvit, 

ntf.s :tn prI.Joz Ma: denied th. statue of a vasonerof ni tt.3: and .3ttt3 

lty 1)vot.itelt to tdvial in May 1942 on a oharEo of military ■72.1c1  

eiti-henatItt 

 

a: a eharGe of attemptins to orgent3o a rovolutert in

-RealfteiTt„ 

 

T 	trit.a tonic place before a milltra'y tribunal 'Licit 	t-; 	' 

43i 1  At,116 	wati oorr•-'iscteaO the firat che.t.go and nolItooloGti 1G :- 

Sear:1 imprlac.nwont 1 -tAt 1 :; acqW.tted on Vv., acocild obargc. 

Zhortly after ray triA. t Wfu3 BEA to LidaSeit Concerttrei:t ..;ep • •). 

914e wan a eoneenrarAon camp Vol politioal 	'ict: used raa on 

ate near the eer4ro4o. I oomiaLst.,6 of one cempouad nurrounded by 

Vo4-,404, 	elj-1(e: bute 	vthicil thepr•leoaero verc hoonod Wore  

of er air forne 'oc.ram. ither.# 7 r'irct it to the coneentvatio... 

were abbec't: a torlsansl priewnarc,  thava & thoy wen7c all free i.J.) 

covo.:Aces: 

facing the 	 sa•rived at about the Dame 

Pr'.:tvatt4E Late;  The Cheshire Eegiment , 2Privato V. Ditthl-nr..a:  of VAC 

iift`! 	 e.tJ.con.y. 1a.,700 	-.4:,•apct--COrpt)re.2. J. S. (.4,01GWA, cCt o 

Or 	 i"Olietv,, 541 or tflaccA had known in AVER& priam 	2o 

:;C:Itlit:443711J.  in the eamp 	30V1 e..a.1 *taltcd -111provtgnant on row/it:tom 

AV)IIROF - pricon. 	Ito food wan a - 1f.s.v1re rtatlon Lsnd tiro oamp wan stft. undti:L - 

no?).tieti.At 	 addition 't hati the adVkrotage 01' being able to kcor) oi 
be in tlic 09,:n afx. 	tr en'  conditione deteriorated viy nenaitiers7-1:0;;:s• 

co :12-rauffeion:t waehi..)g, cooking and la:Pat cry anocemodatfs.on tialn 

al‘t,N.741\3 ciLaartort3 beosne eroti7dod ond the priaonera hot.:i .to• 	 pi 

tiZA-a'alSLt ta0 r.,/tV14) Wdr 0 to Al Ian aoldfi.ore.  

	

1.1-Ao ...sectvetny wilioh 1:nm...id the soartic wats cht-inEod 	 :'..• ' 

	

the Ctisty,',1).X. 	 there taro onlyt'Arve 	 but 

1-)tfei.t 0104.V. 	3014 ca: al.t. of 	r7..amp offit:e?...ts t‘.is:tve 

	

time. The Ilan carp ataf1 o otoorn gene:L.0..1y 	 . 

rc-:t.-Taaatatrat of the .rwak, of on.s.)tain Lind fovx 

	

F , 	 • 
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6 	iltlackyk.13tc or47,,otrad but apparate /7r(.71 5t i;40 Trsk; a aiatil 
ul.th, 1. think, r_411i) 17,et in l thiuvaa mod v.e: z;rartait =cap :or 

,:u etArly 	 e 	Qt a into av r acra and .1.ntroduzei-.1 
Ffintar,, 	1:1■V LeY7 Z1644 EhrealAwl'Oalry icrcop  and na.s,,d 

from the 	ory, i ofwL..e ooze to aee r_re. 	Flo dILIC-....2304 the poatini.lity 
and eftor ttmago nucaler 	 ow.. comyouna 	:Ese.0 

tO C43:3490 (Wring, ttik 1n€911141(11 when the Viether 'Vca hot. 	I b..!..d :Loft r: 
111a4-).).:ot 	the inaido 	w..cpa r1,..4 	tnwnteetd to crawl undo this CITY,1 t4rOaa 
7:Alr /NV 	 Lhrenakt, Ch' fir13t eiitt. 	The ttentrlou VICVD 48V1112 

'7i001 fiit,t'tft Erna t1ft.6 Oat. CO t43 	t LL-V:Ort1)11/4017 whoi WO. had ree.chad dii 
...-.,eteem the to 	funoeo thero •-■1i; 	7.01).d oi 	t thwoor 

%3 14,7 4-till for a llet? i..0.ni.;,tea and th<ju. ttrtç. to cru.71 ;Aar or;t3 
tL. Vge C0k0 doin4; th:■.atOvere noen by a nezr...ry riLo 

:;too,"-1 yr;-?.z•zked via ...'•ihttt 	17crc oiip vad I repliedth 	re 
tvisoap.:%43. 	than told W3 to go baai: thronh ttv.'i wire and vra  

Lo. 	Rot 	h but b/I:cre krivato t'.1.ntc-: had reachod the CO:1:9017.11;to 
j-, rviliv..7 had zoln toci. 	riflo tbove crAt hot-an aad Lice. 7, 4,.o rot, 	114,t 

to 	11Z. 	.44 	rerou3t a tt4a al;orm theuardt3 Cf.lo,"40 Out.  
ocrjwiat-:ac-tor 	oat-ores". of).1kliqra CM3C tiarOCif..1 01:d tool; ",Z1 

*zreirc: 	c 	 kitato 67.)•cl ;3trUCk 1:19 	 fteta ol:t the :-:,(1e3 
:ftv;e, 

were then te'den t(- the caraaret , c oefico and zeararle0. and 
The ttAinzrio 	ut zlod the Italian :nort 17e.:3 i10:t tr:).,:rato 

• plavr an cee:.:?e with cro ao 	Wea a,911.5c7nor: or 7.8Y: r1012001. 
and .1". VIZI) JA: t 	 X told.-4.:ciA that he ht.Idre3d,-.. 

••••,..,•:- • 	ne and ha arid tig.tt'ac nuzr3rer vLtsI ovrt 	iftor ov.2 fiztorv,, , 

	

ttrae*P. Cratz:Zeto ei•ad tied t o to1rai polo° vrIth our 	c.i7,o7e 
faoirc 	t ic polC. To D•ovj:laalt---1:;ajor paretlet: o or.rd 

atzTarted to flo "..)rivato N•inter on kti.t bore bat with a 1o1.7.F: tUr 
tVU;MILOCO. Art for he had rece:.ved twonty illern1 he r,pavad to 
tbe pole en44 hiI boely 	The It!.%11.!:qui 	lord him up and 

jJ 	Qtr rc.orc; lewhea. Jeaving hitt uneenc.ou.. 	They then estrc.6 F.I.C1V26  

	

121111e36. FAy.c.1Mrt ovor my heed. An Italian f.:Gr,.:10.7.1.1:". nauo% Roaai 	f4von 
rael. 	After!: X had received thc.: ifirot tIenty iec 	lt 

:;•A did not fool .:;nt. pala ."..0 badly. Part Irv-roi ny i2oE,6543 the 
tho tru outf';:o1r, the co/Toy/y.7. nc crk10.ztod t 1-40 JOb 

reo:i5._ved forty 16.o.'nea andIvrea thesi 	t.1-0..) 	to to 

	

6c;loT•gt irlt oaf/. 'But' rtk.iber trht 	th 	';YC VOY„.0. ti!.ozz,c-1.1 nt:x3 
bp; inlable3 wore then halt' an ir.zh 	 tkl• alddlo of 

wite wart. Many o the guerda 	 rite. 
tat 1recolvad. -.4•an sovare (me e:nd 	MA' 	 cow4derable 
tsoveral weeka. 

t:'zle leer vro 	 LThri 1:431;:!7Z1to rseryzrrate cotit. 	t'C 
1.7.orb.A1 VirozAght z:e an onG•mott5 :wal arr.1ti tO r.dttat 	wry: •IC173! norr,:,v 

• b 	he.d to ,̀.,-;aa.t gre. L 	got ma:rCA.th drooled. 	Y 1(lomed from 
ooryiti'al ap.d othek glaarilt that thin ool't o beal.:14v, la a 

..:Irat an dot oitich e•arape tv.3.(.. 3: bore tht . 	 il:owe 
ho 	acting vz.c.,10:c. tho orr of 	o etraiarix:t%iit. . 

a:4tart„_ 
to oac...)pr. too 	.4. 

	

t: pac 	
, 

e„ 	crttly f.2. 	:ihavt3.:r 4ti.;;VP,. 
t.7.7.ere 1?;-.7. 	eilaik3e 	ai.r..4r.tn-i.d&tit. 	The o);f:Loor who he.d been 

to ths t 	arr a oaptairi., 0.7,)out fiVE2 feet tea inabsr,j hcli4 t, I rtri-.4CA: 

rircliarvy aripeariknoo, 	ie& eleau-zhavon r1.74 
rirae tol.dby!:7,1..n.rda in the camp ti-4at ie waa 	br.-12;:oa: i:1 ov 

-.1id that lie h1 bOfl pro::ient of the TUR:fl■ brmeh of the k3iiii".3.-‘ 

• th:i cad of July ho n•ar• azeotudad by 8r.o1;:it.:7,-  captain who VC:2 rfrot.:b .  

•' 	;Mtiaa 	heis'o.t of thin band, 1' 	, end with `olus.. 	 :Tog 

of 	tic 	iTZOC atzlavuinant -1.15tL1 	Latter 

• .1 	 i'letor our attemt to escape I *LIB 	 co t 

lai ■ . OW,  R4 ituatad next to a lavatory r" .1nd aczy:txttod fron 	-Iv. a bc...3-;•0 

• Ta- ooU 	bot•t ten feet Try el. fry...1.• f 
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but 	
:••, 

z-,01,-.1-J, C. 7' 	•-.- '-i_3.1,117-;Ctercrelci&t• 1: 	 - 
.‘ 	.; 	:, 20 	 a 	 C 	

of the ,-(-)1.....int.,ct..0.z.•44 

bL.,..(.41z;;; 

4.;wo 

ca:3 t11.0y rev. 	 iftlozz t 

.:•:. s.; 	 VICr 	olti,',:.)ed wit h-rif 	
,t1I)olat 

vyord 	 thie 'hay 	 e-3 	-oiT1t 
•, • 	; 	 .:::t111 &Vas 

WF.:43 40i:sac-al te.).k.  :in ties ;:sity; 	 tic 	 .7 
7.-  • 	Tito '044641  soc4A 	 c3cairJs • tole nod C.4,'  4,•a 

• in f;t1A7 ce4.1;:. tbar.4"7,-,, 
ecf:li; for 	 uno or i-..110 prisoners irx the trifttin it CE,Atp eme. 

'lite b,;on .7:•,r0r.:ent o•). 
cli*tributeti 	 -• have r%-•-•tj.- 

/ 
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Gnited .tin arCed..ees 	e. 

, 	 : 	 : 	 in the Cor of. 
nert 	ee7.0 at 97 ..VrottesJ.ey 

, as follows:- 

-1. 	I wee 	efe: 	 19)...1 	 in the south 
of Greece wheee. eervin.: 	 Division Provost Compary. 
I 1.-;er. s :nt t( 	r p nd ti-:en to a. Prisoner of 
Wer 	in E310,0771-,:.. 	t; -.t 	 from a train near tho -fucoslav 
border while we -eere 	eent 	 eede contact with Greek 
etriete,  and after a f 	-eftee -.11e1..c:1 	s:ent racu]eeratin--: I Tr:.7.cle Ely way 
toe, 	 .I errived 	 -.bout the 'end 	L.1111t 194.1 having 
tel:en about a month to get there and went to the house of some Greek 
eecele whose address I had bon elven. I etayea there and at other 
addresses in =NS until 11th 	 194.1  when I was betrayed by a 
Greek merchant and 	sted by the 	 Durinc the tine I was at 
large in :MIENS I was wearing civil- n clothes and-  made contact with many 
Greek : -.triots and ee- 	 escaimd prieoners of war. 	• 

2. ..Ifter ny arrest I 	 to 
	

01.-.' prison in ..TINS and was kept 
in custody there until 

	
si,c- en about my experiences in 

this _rison in another 	 r. let June 1%2 I vas tried before 
a sp ecial TeilitaKe tribun-  1 ihirf: s' -.; to try civiliens. 	The charges 
against me litere 	 and 

	
jone and ein: in possession 

of a firearm.. 	The 14-aliens re:ee_. 'rllowmo the status of 3 risoner 
of war althouh they had found 	.64. en - c when I was arrested. 	I 
was convicted by the court and s 	. .c;d to twenty-si.:.: years L.risonment. 

3. In July 194.2 T. was sent t 
concentraticn ce-.7.1-  for -clit:;_e .1 een- 
I riot tin. -2re 	tain 	. 

of 're: 	 . 
East :.Airrey 	 -.I 

tho 	j6LIO 

The - t'eer 	ee -..•ceee 

eoncentretien 	:11) which was a 
4.cte. The only British prisoners 

tiee 	 Private Vlilliani 
to J. E. 	TN of the 

L. of t 	heshire Regiment, 
_ris.eers of i.r by the Italians. 

Cr̀ rooko and Crotanz. 

- .eras in 	 r 
Italian veldiee 	 1;y 
veer° no n- 	1.' 	 .1 	• 	' 

;.: 	' 
risoners 	' 	 ,enac, -.- 

about 	risonere„ 	 _ 

.e,rovided by a company of 
than were relieved. There 

There were over a 
nsl3tod of one compound. The 

I shared a rocm with 
rates I)I15_1GT-U3T.JRNI 	and LAIC& 

5. 	Soon 42:: 	 _ 
planned tc 	. 3 yli I1 L.. 

the New Zeal 'a- :J e;zpeaitionesey• 
of war who was then in e. 	_ 
used as a sort of transit 
Private 7INTE.:Z had succeedec.i 
comround and making his 	ee 

,ncentratlen co.p Captain SAVAGE 
the e-eei with a Private :MITER:  of 

' 	 Private WINTER was a prisoner 
- 	 the main compound which was 

• r -;,)_lors of wax.  on their way to Italy. 
_ 	3_ i'lf; 	through the wire into our 

3..-LV.IGE whole he visited several 

teld 	 ine.nt:',.on and I watched him 	Private 
,-.T7'::;.c.-.e.ke their -A;teT _t -%o eecy. a. 	it was 1.n the heat of the day when 
'tho 	-uards were not an th, 	 getting under 

/the 
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th.L.. :-.'i-r.-...1; -.:: 	 S . -.•. ;7 .j.,-: •• .-./.-(-:.-, -!,•, e, and ont:.) 

.: 	-',..:: 	.......• . 	 , . 1--. . .-•.-..!-::, 	ne of the :uards 
-1,.::....;!--.. •:'-,-. -..., •-•-.. .-..-•,-. 	 .,, 	 :.:-.:0'. -,, 	-;.; 	. •-•.. 4.:•: ; .-'.,..' ■ '; -.,-/-17; t'..-ie;•:‘ 
.. 	.:. 	.....„ 	,. 	• -i. ••; 	.... 	• - 	:1_; 	... -1,ir. -1;.. -...„; I.' 	, 	. 	....i.,i• 	reached 	tie 
(7.:C* -:., i 1.:, :_..!: 	'....., 	.-:: 	:ft ;, i 	 I: . ... 1' 	: ' ' 	' *.'i T.: 	'_. 	. -,-•-.:'.. - . • .1 	l'..*:',.. 	".:".:; 	• '. :i.ven. 
__to 	•••„:•., .1-'1:: -.;.....t .,e......: 

 

- ..% ......2 	..,..: -:-..7„-: e--,- ..f.--; i-. 	- 2- ...-:. -L)ok. c ., -. o of 
C;•. _ t ---.1..: 	'.... .....•'..... 	•-,..,..., 	 . .:,..7:.2 	-.,-.: 	'''.- I.:- .:. -,i1-- .:,le 	- ::.7--it .:.oent 
•-.:....,_.:: • 	-!.:. 	 -:::-.. 7. 	-.7..-:-.:; 	11.! •:•_•.' :',.''. • 	.21,  ', 	..l -:::::!.11 	• :.5 .. 	t 	.in 	.Si.i............,(.;_•.: 	•-....nd 

:.:::-...-...rd:3 the •....in 
.• -.t 	.-.±. 	'.--.1-,. ,•1•- .:- ...,_. 	, 	.: ,:.'; ...Li 	:A., -1-,, 	:0 .;.-- 0 	-I.:,-,3-.3._ ,:.•; 	our rocns so tliat 

forut a guar.ter of 
' -f. I -.....- 1.7 -1.„ 	-:-.11., _:,-.. 	.;1_, 	 -.C' .-' 	:- ' 1.:.:. 	'. 	-- -. -1.• r,•,-. -,- • ...-f. 	a --:-.in I saw that 

	

..,-.„.:: -..::::.-,..] •z• 	-. 	:: -X.',  :•.: 	. li. ;.]: , 	.:1:-1.:1. II 	f: r; 	' ,cliincl his -e.,..ck. 
::.r-2_-.7.-.to . r.i.: -.."-•17...... :lad ..e..).•..,-.. :7.1 -1 -,!...] t.--. • 	1: ‘.I.•: ---.. I 	--.st in the ecupound 
and tit:0:i. -,/c)r.: left t:i.-..).-..--) 

7. n Itaiian serjeant 	 lax-% be sure af his rank) 
who was on the cal.:- staff J.e:. o ae 	 soon joined by an Italian 
corp.oral. 	I do not know the : 	of 	 •f these soldiers and I do 
not think I should recoz:niso thc- . a': in. 	 went up to Private ...TINTER 
and untied hit.: from the teleLr•: .: 	st. 	They then removed his shirt and 
tied 	facirc the tele,i-r— ch  est .ith his it ads above his head. 	One 
of them — I cannot be sure 	 t:ien start to flog Private ...MITER 
with a whip adc o. a sincle sr- r. of rubber cable about half an inch 
thick, throwh the centre of 	 ^ 	 -Are ran. These implements 
were very often used in 	c 	by the cu-rds and the staff who worked 
inside the cani, always carried ther. 	)rivate -7INMR was flogi.;ed on the 
back and received about 30 lashes. 	Ir e then 	:red to fairt and he 
slitj,ed down onto the :round. 	 _t 	 7,ave him about ten 
more lashes as he 1.  z- 	 o was then left there, apparently 
uneonscieus. 

8. _TIlo 	 t on wer t ar)ss to Captain SAVAGE, pulled• 

his shirt .:ver his 	 t -: -;(.2 	to the tree with-his hands 
bovo hir 	 La. 	 • 	1 	• 	 '! 	1.11. 11110 Same way, 

7 	 1 • 	 the course of the 
flo in: the 	 the cor; 	and rroceeded

• 

to lash into 	 •roly than the cerl..:ral had done,
•

This 111o:7r:int.  t-o: 	 .11 the iTisoners and after•

it h,-1.! finished 	 -qero left tied up 
e-..:':used to the full := 	 ev nir when they were removed and 
taken to so7-..7..=te 

o• Up t to his tit.ie iT h, ., not seen anyone floa•ed in this 	 the 
camp thou .-•!:-'. the --:1„1:7.rds..lre..2uentIl:.-  lashed 'out .  with their Wift-)s at us 
a-.1.oners if we were slo-,-; in 	 - ;r•-  if we •c,,t 

in. their way. 	I do not 	 was at his ti and 
do not think that I ever 

10. General conditions 	the (171-.u": were 	h 	dysentry, malaria 
and all sorts of skin diseases beinE :)revalent. 	Sanitation was very 
primitive; many of the T:riseners were in a ,aeak state and it was not an 

uncommon sight to see dead body iyilv in- the compound for a d2y or two 
until it Was removed and taken away for burial. 	 - 

11. After their flo-yinz 	 •:r:.C. Private WINTER - were each 
ker-.-t in solitary confinement in 	 `.7e used to €o and talk to 
them and 1,--)ass thin;:s throu;• 1116 	 -Torture of their rooms when we 
could 	The roe::: in -.!hieh 	 was cy'nfined was about 10 feet by J feet and I•17:1 . 	

was boarded ut except for 
a small openin:: 	 -t 	 .11 	at the bottom of the 
door 	 tho • 	 had. 	It 71E-,.s eguin:ed with a 
bed 	 Th.() door there was - a cesspool 
-,:thich 

 

	

was covered 	- .o 	 e, 	 -1.̂ .."'os•  which were frequently 
removeC -.then the cess.i.:., 	 .nt. 	On the other - side of the 
wooden --artition which 	 ine 	 of the ro.•---r:-  there was a 
12.vatc-ry which was use(' by:•risonors. 	fia was always filthy and often 

• 
	 /overflowin;-, 

4 
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everflt 	-„ it; 	 • :u:..t 	- 71.; 	 • 	-• 
very '• • d. 	 • : 	 • ;1 -• -1- - .1-e• 	• 	.ne• • 	-the • -••••.ce wes 

	

•••:• 	 e•l 	 i; 	-.:-.; 	:11c•wed Y.111t; of 

	

:L7•1 	 7• 	 to (•,•.; 
"..' 	 1;1 1 • .1-1.7( 	 -rr t3r.t it 	.:: ea.r that 

violent 
le; 	 -'• 	 the. 	 :erder 	et lei 

31i( 	 ..■"!.. roe 	• 	-;:hr. 7 	 7.;tc:13_3 
rir, eeet, 	 •eid 	 Tale; 	 :Hee:. and 

I ;Ted suceeed..2 	••e":"- in • 	 frce. 	 a:-  us. ix: et -7 in 
. 	 s re • 	 lc:.  tc. 	 • 	an injury. 
-. -. U 	rt 	 (Int 	ni:;it with him in his ;nem 

elle of 1.1.- 	 Leins there. 	-•:e• e.e.•.de 
•••rerious cee• 	 .1: 1 	:-.1uceeec:e3 	 hie. into the comp 

'.• 	.-;;;-7. -1..aed by the it ee:e.2. 	 sent hirr. to a 
eilitary 	ifee..1 outside the ce-rie whore he ste:eel 	scree _time and then 
returned ix) the concentraticn 

: 3. On the day thatCertain •:-..:;-.1.r.AC-E loft the ee-,;.--.1 ic ital I received a 
flocr.L7ing in the following. circumstances: 	• 

A con - ment rf focci fro:'. the e,reek Red Cress liad beer. received and 
the Italiene intended to -Ake see- 11 issues of it over a period. 	The 
Greek rrise.-te'r.• -.1).-1:ef'ited to this -• ,ere-...use they ...-ne1.7 from. expe.rieree that 
when this 	•....,.;:••.■.! • lot of it vies stolen. 	An argument arose 'nd the 
Greeks openly s 	that the (A would be stolen unless it viaS issued 

reelletely. 	The ite].lar.s eeid tht reerisals would-  be taken on ecceur.t.  
of 	 e 	 t c 	 _ 	ers , 	The Italian lieutenant who 
was en the (1:7.1::: • etaff -.rent roun.." •th -  iee.-e!e arid selected 2.:risoners 

	

tc l. uniod. 	eet 	 -,7isoners so selected were 
floa.-,..ed by the e:u.••.rde. 	 rt3 -'aere bein•-  picked out from 
the :-, e.rade I 1•;_ai:ene•-.1 ••'- c. -lee 	.. 	 -t7e 	hospital /here I 
had been seeine: eff 	 e 	 - ee 	 _eie.e.ed on me and told 
:-.13 to join t7..ese wb• 	 I received about 
half e. • Ileeen lecher. •.;•:th tele 	Le.) 	 e on ry bare back. 
The re 	t .1' this 11 • -in • • 	. 	 se 	L 	r .-.dnfu1ie is sorretiriles 
as e.uoll :•...•• • 	inch 	 i:ossession of a certain 
emcurit 	 •;:reee•iol se:, • ;lies nuch er• 	 Dettol .•7;.nd other 

een1J. us:. on • ritoners •.•ji( 1-1e..1 received bee...tings. 
I 

I  
■lid rat dole..., 	I received 	beetir•:. 	i it victs only aften-iards that 
heferd from other Leci:3eners wl.c;y the itali•-eis 7:ad done it. 

11.. After. Certain 	 broakdo;rn had started, but beforo it reached 

	

its worst, he had a tem2ora.1.7,,  leverovement. 	Just about this tie:: en old 
fo.i.:10 Greek --•risoner -.•ihe did not care whether he lived •or died 

succeeded in escaping, fro:.' the 	 7,"/hen this vies discovered the 
Italians could not believe that this prisoner had succeeded in escarins 
and they suspected that he had been , iurdered. Accordingly they ,eade 

a very extensive and thoroueh search of • the whole of the camp, including 

the cesspools end wells and even etu••; up part .of the c.•••?..;.ip. • The last ee-.21 
to be seen with the escaper was terribly keaeeked nbout by the Italians in 
an attemlet to extract inforreation from him. , :e denied any knowledge of 
the escape and when the Italians found nothine7 a parade of all the camp 

was ordered, and an announcement VV.:3 :-- de thrcufh the interpeter that if 
no information was forthcoreing by 	 (dock that day reerisals would 
be taken, 	about a euarter to feu,: the irisoners started putting on 

...their tleicl--,:est clothes, althouA it •,i•ei etidsurm:er, as a. protection asainst 
the beatins which was to acme, 	e'eur c l olocl.: nobody had volunteered 
any information about The °sea:.  o 	 thee_erisoners -aere 
lined ur, outside their huts. 	 :eye: 	treined on the cam -  from 
diff.:rent 7,oint:::- and relThi.ere 	 tiL n d u 	ml de-an the curr.. 	The 
hat co..-.m Tt 	-.;.:re or 	• 	to ±o 	 from each but to undergo 
unishment. 	loP :T;• 	ino bout .1fty ris neirs, who Vig re principally 

Greek doctors, leayere, eclice 	re;e:iler people ef good standing. 
z•ryetere 	 end ;;.•.'71. L ...1\1 :eeee also in this hut. 	The but leader 
-.; 	••• Greek 	 •.‘ 	:..; 	Id he 'eee.;.d net ick cut yoel-le for punishment 

/but 
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'out th 	 -..• 	 -.sized for other volunteers. 
• .7 	; 	 -t 7 	 • rd also Ca-,-.tan SLWGE 

wh. 	. 	, 	 ; ••,•.• - :ith the ocou:;ants 
ur 	 -- • 7 	: 	 I 7 	 not „allo-a 

.: • 	 •." 	 Tvrenty of the 
-.'• 	 • . 	 :I._ • 	riv 	 1.vst.:11.  

7: -.!.(.:•;,:.,_;;; on excert cvel'OOrAS 
• ..• 	 ;).. ti 	or four li•••shes with the cable 

15. The but le--der:1 fru. the other huts 	i5e out their prisoners for 
unishment ani! -ahen they .,•ire rry.:Iy the 01: 	cf the camp forced two 

rarlizs f ein: inw:-,rds. 	Each Of them was 	with a whip, belt, stick, 
rifle ; r ther 	 the .- risenerso  who 11-.C, been ripped to the 
waist, -./ere :ado t:. 1U1 the ::-untlet between th‘.: two ranks of soldiers. 
As the: - .- •:.ssed, the A-li.L_ns struek them ,.vith their weapons and i2.enerally 
when they reached the other end they were knocked out -.1ith a butt stroke 
on the :Lead from a rifle, but one or 'cm were forced to go and run the 
gauntlet a second time. 	This teok j•I.,ce in full view of all the ether 
prisoners in the cfutp. The beating which the volunteers from our but 
got -aas light corpora() -.-.1th the treat lent which the other received. 	It 
took place after the men detailed fr,.n one but had run the gauntlet and 
before the remainder were fi-)reed to :lo 	 lle.ny of the prisoners 
who were punished in this way were - Yn a weak condition and several of them 
died during the.  succeeding .-iays. A'o'ut 2C0 prisoners in all were punished 
on this occasion and the 	L.:uaecis nut.bered ..bout 50. 

16. 3c.ie  time !.fter 
	

the weather was still hot and the bugs 
and insects in the 	.; r vey: 	yi.-ive.-tes NATHAN and DITCI-MURN and I 
started sleepin: 	 L'• hut. 	This was reported to the 
Italians by a C-rco: i.. r 	• rte.- ;do he.d done it once or twice the 
camp interl:reter 	ed CS' 

	
who -.Jos a Greek prisoner serving 

a 30 oer sentence • 	 inter rotor and lvas friendly 
disposed to the • 	a;;;3: 	- 	•.z — 3>;-;- 	that Privates NATHAN, 

-'rid I .'acre 	o -  • "- - the ffice beildinfOutside the compound. 
The 	guard toc... us 

	
As we went into the building we noticed 

a lot -ef t han so-I:dors stal, 	about -,ith their shirt -51-)oves rolled up. 
DITCH:HT:air was taker inte roc• • nd three soldiers followedhim and the 
Italian lieutenant I have • 	- referred to. 	After about a quarter of 
an hour he came out in a dazed (-3:, ndition and later he told 	ho had been 
beaten u: by the three soldiers in the presence of the ,officer. Private 
ITATHAN then went into the ".:!(:M ',nd three fresh soldiers-  folowed him. 	Fe 
also was beaten u in the se.3:e •7-1e.nner. 	I was the last to go in and three 
fresh soldiers also foLlowed me. 	The Italian lioutenont.  stood inside the 
doorway of the room with a wateh in his hand. The three soldiers then 
proceeded . to strike me about the head with their fists. By the time I 
went into the room I ,7uessed what was going, to ha en to o and I therefore 
got in a corner and succeeded in . 2rot_cting at-self to a certain extent as 
all the three soldiers cre-aded in at the same time and got in each other's 
way. 	I was beaten up 1n this w.y for about ten t..inutes and received, a 
severe lmocking about. When I came out I was in a somewhat dazed condition 
but I did -ask the IVlian lieutenant through KULUFA(OS who remained outside 
the room why we had received this treatment. He answered through the 
interpreter that aGreek had informe7L1 him that the three of us were sleeping 
in the passage in order to observe w1,.',t 	the guards were changed sc 
that we could make an escaae. _Et is true that our motive for sleeping in 
the ,:assage was to observe the 	 e.ddition to escaping the insects. 

17. • I remained in 1Al2.1SSA concentration caL-ee until November 194.2. 	During 
the time I was there- there was I 4. lino. :.rre oharze of com..andant. 	The 
comparw which found. the guards was -loo chalk-et.) once. 	The occasion when 
the riscners were .ado to run th€ 	entict ocem.'2 	before the change of 
commandant but I do not know who either or these rri....:ndants were and I 
could identify-the:,-.. 	The tr,lian li)utouie1t t5 hom 1 have referred was 
an ar officer, -.bout feet 5 inehe: 	height __1 of a ediub, 

• • 	..1•0••••••• ••• 	••• 

— • • 
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io 
had dark, wavy hair and a irosh come;:ion and a thick, dark •::oustache. Le soice no En.:lish. 	I could identiiy i a -.in. 	LI:art fro::: the camp cazi,
:mdant and this offic, ;ho I thin:._ as there Jurin 7:ost of my stay, 

there was only me other ol:fieer whoa,. I aa.“. a was, I think, a caj:t:An, but I only saw 	rarely -11a I could not identify :dz... 
18. In Kovehe 1:,;12 I -::as taJn frc. 	concentration ear: :: to the L1720.1? Prison in =T:':3, where I was A-.e.t fur a short ti. c. 	Conditions were very ::ach 	 nc y 	visit to this prison. 	In Dece!nber 1942 I was sunt 	-2_nitlitiary and hter to 3ULMON.1 Penitentiary. 	In kctk"V:Ja; 21305j. I 	treated fairly but severely as a conder:.ned convict. 	Mc:21 it 	caitulated in Sciptember 1943 we were li7)3ratud by two 	

the SUIIMA Prisoner of V.ir Can) but after a few days of 1 Iwe 	ne-caltured by the Oermrms when they over-ran the c a. 	I 	 sent to Stal!7,T 344 at 1111.!SDORF in 17-ermany. 	of ore 	_azso 	,..._oraa this oa we were moved out of it and I eventu- lly 	rzr 	 •Tshoslovr'_kia and succeeded in ruachin,: an ;:,r_ric-In 

19. ...,fter I had left Italy i "rote out a clt..iled account of my exl:eriences. I wrote this on a memor 	3'0 and it is :.ew in u.y i.ossession. 
SWORN by the above-named 3-675 3.1.221,212 COL::1N 	(Scd) j. s. COLEMUT at 6 S,rin: Gardens in the City of Wcstrinstex this twenty eichth day of Juno 1945. 

Before me 1i. G. Do L. '70R=21 
C _ tain Le: 1 rt-if. 

Office of the Jud;:e Ldvocte Generls  
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.,!) Lit 	. 	 1, - . 
 

e r c. 	dti 11. 	 ! I 	:1  
...._,11 

	

- 	. 	 if r....ticn .•ut 

	

:;)uri 	 1._ 	. L.: 	• •. 	u 	 ho : t1ii • , Ut 	t 	
Ut 	 ,.enc;rral 	r ,f I:11e c 	rc 	. • 	w 	 hr,uh the interreter that if n • inf 	 :.ade 	u.r 	in tile .--).ftern 	 •,ui: 	 •rave any inf 	 hut; - 	 : A.:11 Si' -1.1 each but 

but -...ere then freed t . un the r • ; 	• rr r 	L 	• . 	 r.ch 	-.Ale::: was an:led 	th ;LC-I 	 .';LL • 	..1.3 thu ,,..,ris,•nor ran tile 	 ..- a 	n ilto reached the uter ut 	 ti uci: 1, 

10. The 	 ur hut reflise•1 	 f„r i:.t.u-lisht..ent but called fer volunteers. i,lonty ..r.' 	 ur hut volunteered i.14cludinis; private 1,-AE, )7.-.rivate 	 -.rat6' 	 Because vi.,1w1tecrej.i. 	• :_-.. t 	
were detailed.. Each us re,celve.1 a!:: ut 	 ur 	 th,.. ,!a3le vzhiii, but wre were t. 	...ur cli 	. 	t 2. ar 	jaci..ot. 

11. 	t1 	 1'70. ' I . 	.(.; 	huts  thu 	th:It 	ve• lc , 	 '11 	ut twr. c...n•cl. fifty i.i.i3f. : or 	 thio 	 rt.; ti.. fifty Italica). ..rur i:to t. 
f2icers were ..:res.o.nt. 	 .L 1H.1-tren.t..ent a;.-)-ut sovon rht 	 ..1U1'11.1: 	 711k.: c'..:1.L.:.and.r.trit at this tjue efficer ef the ran.: . 	 • ;....ut thirty-five te forty years 
ld a'oc..4t five foot nine inch. Li li htUt a typically Italian 

-.dive thick Irk 	 clean sh:Lvon. I de not knv his nay.o. 

12. At o: 	1.urir._., the :lutt.u1-.1-.. 	the weather -,-;as still h Private I L:11-L 	 1. 	s-tartocl 	in the assage -f our hut. •I•e 	I thi. 	 3sove the ii.sects which were very tr.., uble4.eat thIntril..e 	 u t 	z...Aoh the sentrie.;
rtunity

were 	t 	 .1-xese2itc.:,1 itself. 	....fter abeu.t 	 L 	 Us t hat 	t 	ni reLert •..eJ t 	t. tht_. -ate of the cet.f,r...un.:. r- L.n•:1 -..ere iciet there 'LT 	
na in c 	at the 	He t,ok us with 	uftrd. t 	IL 	: 	:10 	und 	-..hen 	cal.-le int, the 	 .iers 	v.ith their shirt sleeves 	a . 	

a rnwhich was in-an int fact the 1L-wat...1.7. 	 :,r ht ut and it vms clear by his a:.-, -.era-ancor that he hc.J.. rc c. • 	. 	t 	 Later •:n he told 

	

that-- he had e n kn,ckea.' a',..ut in •tJa r 	1 	.Ltalians in the -,:;resence the second in 3,-;).-1.1and. 	 lavatory the second in col:Liana wras there 	
:hey 15roceeded kriock 	 • .vith their fit anu kicking This Iastc fur 	:1. 	 0..).;:..e Jut I felt quite daze.6.. Lance-c.--)rin ral 	ii 	the.: 	

an received silailar treatlient. 

1 3. 	The 'tali. 	utortant 	occ , 21: ill C.,••-.:Liztai,j. at this tine '.ac an -arr.)y efficor h. a a U ut Vivo fe..t he nches in hei;ht t./-1(1 of -a wiry build. I think hi; 	
should think abut 30 3k:ars Ad, 	I :ever ..ise.:vored. 	, ;.0 
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°raw: c.f the iTu,11,7,e :;..avecate General. 
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zsla 

my'AT/R-3/35/5(3A) 

IT.Vin-f31TIMin OF 3A7M7,1 

T.A111.01Y.).3:.(7.Lei Ti1 	 OPV. 

itRXTXSE 1:APIOZ4b oet,xci OWAGN 110: 

11111. 	 OXIXtSSION 

P 1.$Y.:1 A IT 1 'Z. 

I, No. 23012 Mcipl, ELIVIIOU Ih!aI100 of tho VA41.!;STIOE VIADIIIM- 

Dg130T, 	 Ria0V1)1!, 	 wiQoo parwmant 	afklma 

	

111233:710, SYRIA, rialto w,th 	ofw no i'ollacs:- 

k ; tho or_:' 	 1;741 5; 	 viith 1039 F.tov4a01.40 co:;, 

(auEsTalzg) Royal Enginoorc 	C-RE4111. At thio tiTzo tly oaapany ;',.0 

vainute,A, rAx.itins evavuat::.on, On the ii:3th April X, -alon8 vith other 

reeiliborn on titv ompany; wan capttreed. 	the GlailS11S. Af-tor 	captnro 

thref: eocavol3 car.-:1 wan .voc;apto:tld on each octottzion. Tih detaile of 

lyJ osonir.a have boon siv-zn in nnothor 	 Nvimtvally wr.3 tolcon 

to AINROP ?.t'it:2'an 	 whore 	 frail riovelallor 1941 until Jun.-; 

1942. 2; 	trivi 1:.;-,F Military Court 	.4.1.T.jT3 on or about tho .:anao 

E.,nd sontonood to Ana. jecra in:priooimmt. I have apokon bout nor 

trial *Ala txnatment it OER01 V303 n to orithv 	abovo -fo?orri)a 

to. 

2. 	Tem;rilia tho 	 Juno 03.• in early .11.1"./.y 	out to S.:.1,1T3V.k.A. 

0.'ncoutx'ation aro9. `}Tip .t% oarlp oo:itainod 	 prinoncrz 

amio US Voola bad boDn into-1..nod 	 cazap, bt fore the outbroals o' wrx 

.a; 	 certain flAri p,...wooncol who had been oaptur:d t7erin3 

alai Il:it1~; and 11"“) 	 oontonocd to -.1-aprizonctent 

thOkie 1-Kirclenp ware (1,5P.12. 	 :tFte. !'Cis tiNR TAKE, 	YADCUPUIV, Z 'MU 

zraLidatat, pt 42, Fib`, emi, (m(i 	 oro? T2.10 	boon tried 1.)y tho 

wtwo covv:= tc,:-.5 41001f. All 0 un wore 	 tho otateri e2 -criaonnro of 

Thor, vAiro 111'no ()nor P.ALIF.:31.i .i;I:IN 	 of q7 (3,0141Ti;tly, %tiito t7c o 1.0:30 

LIGOLTO.:iCia kr441/19X treAtIV3rit 	iti100,5 'WIDE ViCIVil ;'}fft. 	 .'an). 

	

01-1-T1OT ool&f,.orn; to. 	 thc 	 Co7...pn 

uncl VAL, 	EIUMNAI 	tho 	 wcro tan() 	t'zr.1,i: ca'Ap. 

3 . 	LZALIAki 4.;;;..re 	 The:„.o WO14 no clArabin:erl arfloo 

thor. Thn oontili,out4 	 ; 	 when :c ir 	avei.v.-.:6 

Tpert; 	111)0'A POUV 	1' 	 prie ortorzl c.tltl - ttooe 	no% 

ovum, nnam uoniifition. no rzktions 	179_ro adequo.to thp.n iv`; .11,VIV.ZOP and 

th1,2.'o Into iilora oilaao for ezereio tlizn 	2, ".1k01%, ii.%ter on thin. 1.1;:to of 

affair° ocymod t, nd. the ration:, wove cut by nza-rly three quartore. 

oonditionn boorno verj 	ane. 	 lie 	 b1.17;..o evoryiihorc:. 

Lavatory eonditiono rare inadoctmto. 	tho eleeping cp,Artora b,,-;earae novo 

cum:dad. .6.Dwr 	arrIved 1re u 7 :aoreo iricionero LaL1 t;O til0 a-allp 50 thl,t 

numberg inero.-.;sod 	.:;here war, no ()cirri:a:pond:1oz JourW.313 	14.000 

4.. 	The prioon nuthoritioo oado fl) atteK:pt to o;17.%) for U3 t'od tbo olly 

01ot 11=.113 +;;o 14,:i'301\TC'd 	ithr 	th0 90d CL.0o3 %,hoao 1.':?.')e ocit 	v hoz:: 

await T. think van; 5-* 	 r.ktr 114 i'd0:1 and olotlarri 7I:15110X,.;1? 111:: 

100t1el DrilIntrie 

• 4 C 
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y 	dotc,incei 1u th citr v 	 1912 until 	 190. 
01.`3.0d .110,E111 	 t'*cj or tho Oeirriandaritt'. Tha tivat 

tbean Jj Cznr (07,7%th:.ir at the tiize 	Xkre..1,-,,,-ed or ie.: camp ve.,: 
itor I did. TiliO t=3:0:t1 cat '3 a alptain oa-7 

bot-acon 30 and 35 yeo.:•9 	 flitiaye 	 in untrort.r. 
ot.,,anot 15r ribnt 	 :Vag but tho 	 c4.F. 	c.9.n remlaber co -  
oirrtctlo brown to;) 	 broae7, 	

• 	

runs:dart down 
then 	tHf.: 73ideo. 7; cannOt V4:4A.A3ber thz colot.r oi'  the :.:.;tvipe. 

	

tils) 	eoloLas  C.13 the brcsof:hf.Y.:•, vr.i.th r belt -.7:7 . - 	to a 
oalt. 	yo,o 

(0.30 ,,(01, ) 	•-,;i:Vjs; 	 br..6.17,:m 	thy iicio itheveciir% 	Vfar.; of 
obova 	 b:orr.d nhooldero. V(.7 had do.-1:. 

• 

but 'Wan Or a 
thit) 	 ;if Z slur  him. Fe wafl 

Gomtindatit for voile ::)onthzi but, 1 do riot rmhor theell,zzot 	 1:11-rixt 
ttniz ;v1t4t2 	COrti.,-,Andvnt tho 	 alloae- to beat the Pr:X:011:4'M an& 
CQVI101..Vy,111:tfilV 	 E.3de .146 Wail I 	teo%no nc.:.00 oP th.au ao fr,r 

1,-...710 ,̀',7. 	3: cannot recall any 4X:0:Lae OfttM6 
et' prioon:.;r3. 

6. 	, 	ylo ntort Coan-nndarit V.P.t 	can ren-f.,--nbur War, a*:a•tito  ::-M11):11:;TAUCh, 
do not 3.,ni!1:r if tic nunf.loodod the Connaoaant 	trat wantion&I and 
not . 	 ti 	)I-9i0e1 	VPAG 0031-tatIt3Lflt, Nommtiva wro ar, retty_ct:-_k 

yearo. D'o via3of cUui httila, 	ho:1,&lt about 5 raDt 10 • 
• brotit 	which IT:v.3 	 th:7.);  

• ) uniforraiiriti ortn roc1. ou horoebz:cli 	 tho 	 ;-.10 
anco::::.,2tnicd 

 
or. it .'r1w& by rinothor zaln 	Iiannt.,:-.-aed 	a aron::,. 

u.:int.aly rode t. 1iht brnncolotwed 	 b;vt I 10 not ve.7,,ii.,-r:b);' 
cof.)  th.,3  otilor 1101'00. 	 :".:11CO;Nte.(10  W.; 	no 

flCTil3 	:;ti 	tho!.Lt 	 ;1,) 71;::14 00:Trntit?-111.-„nt 	• 
knuci() 	üìoi 	 114.13:0 t:Olt 	 7,74  
..hon the Rd 

plg.1:70)t 	l'aptdr;;C.el to 	 i1110 	11311'Kay proents. thi:•ou;,.,h un 
intrx.liretor, aria on on ocoucion on the di:ly artor oucha vi5lt by the Rai 

C7rono, Ptos-h. 	 *Kil5.W. 

• 	

D'I.C1:-.AITIN who h-..a IletTn ationf6 tho:--se who co!'•:-  

	

to WA:: 747-ifloo tura 	 thz.ra (:)tz; 	afte1C7:17.'il.0 -anl 
to ilaVO 	 up. '.;:hey tole.1 no uftr; thi;t thoy 

	

Oy the 	 iir...,.?ziclicru and tli;; rzo.zon 
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(olorKsdi eyeas  brov•in Ilniry 	tthel'S7. t300e.IoLViriCit,rti 1.701.*0 
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to 	ontoido 	1!7Zt fO7r 1410 1'011 Cr\l.:!.0„11; 
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viao 	 Vat) Z.L1 	r2it.iat au.. 
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prclisnt. Next tirsy ,ve vror-.7. cot; olloi...cd Qat 	ttla Latn utti;f7.1 t;votsinir when 
Tto vmko oral:ill for 1-Aa. 	DE33.101 or2.c).,:1 	 o'finv.sle o rx1) but 
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oath hut EiGlaftratt:4 viv.11.g tho notlton tho othar lint° tw.tr,hgd,.7 itrc; but wo tho 
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WO Tart: voquircti.. Whon 	*quad !i .v.). fallen out `4-_ ,ITZ-13-13-11 ordorca -unco t) 0.11 
ouv,  exAtg.t co •t!).3-At vfo -;z4)7..se 	 thu 	 thon Es:v.eit; to I'm 

t'ao linos aaolc:if,.4.1"..oc 	u.€-; ij..tt r.i..x*lo hatto 	;31.t'a 
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r1tjah rat:;o/a1 'nefce Lc! 

United -3;tion“ WrA. OPi?100 

A P 1DA if T 

I, IRRAURT.C:F. JOVN 1:114adat 	nvrapcv !,-;;:.9679 a 	 !4) 	7ign atttt:toned 	llorth 	7,7o:(4.c:;_k rith pamanont 	e.i.c7,ve:- :ihezte PPM:  West 1;b11,:,,w, ZA_Jesoy,MApshirc. 

1 nen tatf.,,:! 	 cn the 29 Apra 
serving With 5 22.r nazi. ;71:8, 5 L of Co u1.1  Construction 'Coy:  3 L og C. After zone 
in Greece I otoased in July 1921 an. was at 
was arrested by Italian carabinfori in plaL 
was at :lare I wort plain clothes and T wan 

had hidden just before 	arrest, but 
!C; was in order to save tic life of a 
shoot unless .t nhomd thca wtr k hefi. 
to the OarakAnieri-Headqu'rtera  at 
exporiences there in anotier aftidavit, 
takea tc the Avoref Pris)n in'Athens tf; 

the 30 So.9tembor 	'Ass eharri,cd-bcfor 
of being in pcsaon of firearms and 
I was denied t're 	Ar a prisoner o2 

that was an ere4ed Lr: 	pxdsolter of wf 
2 	.f the boa 	of 
OaAp to serve my sentence 
I met seVeral British Ser 
charges of ospoinage and 
Pte. Ditehburn, Re. Lake 
the concentration camp-wh 
oarly in October. 

)otober 19).:2 I 
• The ooneentrat:i 
iee pornonnel thei 
imilar 
andTte. Nathal!. 
n I C::T:L706 but hc 

to Larissa Conc:)ntrni...I.on 
or =4'1!) as for po7.it:.cal convt.7. 
o who hee, been con,fieed on 
!hen° included L/091 Coleru, 
Cantain ..0.M. t.:tavag  was not 
re/,:urne6 there frL7,4 

3 	The cfficer staff of the cemp 
who wao in charpe of the :nto:_ior 
Lieutenants or 	2/Lieutenants  
until August i943 and during  the 
of the interior of the c;Tfp wr.s 2AieuterAnt 
the name ras spo3t 	lie I elonged. to 31 Inf 
years old, nearly- 6' in ncight, of thin built 
and sunken eyes. No had fair hair and a de: 
spoke no hnglish. He alAays attonecd tha rl 
were held every morning  aid evening in the 1:?. 
changedseveral ',.;i:aos 77111.3o 	nao at Larieca 

Tcwards the end of CC;e1;er 	ola 
poor physical condition succeeded in Er:ca 
absence was discovered on they mornir:, 
that a prisoner had oscapel ap they had mny 
They checked through the Erisoncrs three t5s 
Oretian they eet us on in working  partie3 sea 
digEing up parts of tha callp as they suspactld 
his body concealed. Fothing waa ais.00vared an 
parade me °ailed. 2/licatenaat Deluael wa 
announoed through an intexpi'eter who transla:e 
of the Oretian was not ro-..7rie by 5 o'clock th. 

/hut * 	 

in v. 	* ** 
*1. 6 

±. • 	
• 

G 

Aftes.: 	was 
I 	e-.7okon 

niddle of 
it Ay t2ial which tool :  
a a .1itary court cn a 

'154,17 yearn f!my.:-..i.sems,t, 
T rper..ly 

r, 

f the C;(11-.0.ant, ar offiC ?r 
and tzerolly tic' er ;hj'. 
officor, 	I remF.ined in 

was there the officer in 
Dolusel. ' I cannot bo 
untry Regiment. 	Fe  we.3-a1).. 
with a very  
k akin and was alma shave:!, 
11-calls 	the prisoners which 
ison yarJ. 	The ether offie:. 
Concentration Otrii;,. 

pri:3oner who wae fn 
:6711 camp. 	When his 

could. not )01:c:c 
r ,f3tod 	 (3:7z1, 

rnen the; could not '.if 
.ohing. the cess-pool, welln, 
that h) had bczn) Rlulderc4 ai 
lato on that morning anotho.: 

in ohn:Te of this pa.:-..ade and 
d into Greek-that if theliody 
evonin, 20 prisoners.from 
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ht.H- 	Co punialL,S, 	Yhe 
Nothing was dimovered teld :).'..)out 5 o'clock th7:.-i; 

'A.° was nailed. 	The ...wider of our hut tho was a Greek polieci.lal% 
t1 for ru.n.innmenr and asked for enether 19 voluni- ners,  

t..,1:201-1,-!rs in cur hut cons:.sted of Greek lawyers and doctors and people 
ctamling snd also TICal Coleman, Ptc. nitchburn, Fte. 

m;r:self and Car..tain &lasso who had returned to the camp from hczpitel. 
Tae accouw_cfiated in a email hut but was attached to our 

the virposeofrc-J1-calls. 	All tno british prisoners voluntoored for 
::.ucish,:ent but we Aroula nr t allow C.:an:min Sa..Pafte to take part es ho hod 

r)certl. -  returned frc.n hospital. 	20 vAunteors frrn our but 
5 :1...:, shes cach 	th.a back with 	s.7h;..p rid' of quad cabl.o which is 

ruh:)or cor.i:ed cable abc.v.t 3-  inch thick wit four wires down the :riddle. 
throe -.7hir.s ....fere a common 7:capon in the CaiTIO anc.1 lz-Jany of 	guordo carricti 

110110::' El were pinked out by the it:iiruis from eanh of th oth:yr 
ra.::s and forced to run bot.yeon two liner of ::talian guards 3C.Ch ofIihola 

•1A3 armed wh a Cable? Whip or leath?r equirnent belt. Ac the .prisoners 
between the 	lines of Euards th6 guarson on side:-...lashA them on 

;ho bucks !.'net thn guards ol the other side s'..ashed atthorn across the chest 
face, When they roach !C the other end 	the line they• wcro knocked out 

, rith 	but;:, stro'.-:e from a ifla un.less they ..t.u.1od to dodo 	2/Lieut. 
; )alusel 

	

	p.resunt during the whole tihle enc. I saw him draw his revolver 
shot i.n front o '.' a Palestinian ca".2.1ed Simon Potroe, who hod boon 

.: - hroug'f,the 3.ines, in ord.o... to make him run -; he genntlot a second 
13 . ):1; i an cualds WC...e taking part Lt 'no beginning and I think t hat 

jein- id in latex on. 	9 huts of 1W5.f.30.11C?..9 were punished in this way,. 
111/Ti.%C .:'of pr-:.sorers cc..tainly exe.eeded ifOn 	Two ofprisoners wore 

ax1 I saw their bod:.es carried away aid Put into a :coal at the back 
the 	I. room which was u;se.1 es a mortuars„ 	171VC of the other 1-Jrisonon.; 

a3 	result of thie 11.1-treatment durinr, the no.;;Itfoidun- 

lo Yr'y 1920 I as 
..tv,ndiAtis. 	I returnee 

an _Ten operation Vipur.t 
he os-,h ir pr:Lsoners such r.v 

:i17..c.irone., 	I get a chit 
-An! 

 
no fit to work and all 

on ay ocat...nuing 

hospital r larisea and operated. on for 
to the concentre.tion camp in June although I still 
, and I was forced to do the ordinary work with 
, digging tronchos and clearing the 	;:und for an 
rom the Italian c3.ial officer stating that 
howit I showed t hi 3 to 2/L5..NAt. Do.I.u.301 he 
ith the working ps..ty. 

F.Y.'ora October 19142 to ,:une i.94.3 the Cowin 0.1nt wo.6a Ceptaln who .Y. 
;;rt 	oco.aoins ridin round the cal.ip on a horse. 	He hrd dark hair but 
I cannot !:.7.E...scribe hfia exacily. 	I could recd 

	
him twain. 

3 	r2he next CorZar,ncir,uat 7,as a Ii.i.eutonant, wh ) 	about 25 to 30 3,- (1:11.0 old. 
rbcut 5'6" in height and of medium bui cL 	He was good-looking C2.10. 

der!: v,-svy hair. 	H.:: was olpen sha.ven. 	He w. .9 ONlarilant for about 6 
T 	next Commenclt was a Captain who looked : .bout 50.. 	He was short, r.L.-ther 

.10. a fulL, fattis face and a fairly dark complexion. 	I ‘las told by 
p.m.soners -s;ht he hal been Commandant )f taria. Concentration Co:12 

he Oen...-43n4J,rit who ?..is in charge when : : arrived 

Prc - n October 19L.2 untii. the early su:uaer o 1943 rt. Corporal Aozsi 
Ell Clorp.)ral Orsini ?;ere 	members of the camp staff. 	Corporal ROS5i. wa 
T..onlote5 from Private soon .fterI went there. 	They both belonged to 313 
1.i:fen-try Regiatont. 	Corpor .1 Rossi was about 5'3" in height and rather stout 
with a Pal face (nd.dark ha:.r. 	He grew IrICU8i;acho while I was a prisoner. 
Tit was about 224. ye.ars. old. 	,3orperal Orsini ta.s about 5'10" in heig,ht, thin, 
are. had a t;.‘in face with sh ..r.? features and a prominent nose. 	He had drc 
heir, we...3 clean shaven and ;as about 27 years old- 	The only time I saw 
Corpora:1 Rossi ill-treat a risonor wasen occasion when he flogged a Greek 
oalled Laki,. 	In ecitlon vu l h other prisoners Latch had boon forbidden to 

to a 	an pri;loner t( -.Thom in f;:ot he mei engaged to be marri:;d.. 
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vimon and children we -e accommcclated in a sopnra-“) compound which 
• ,zepur-ted fcir. our ocvound by a barb-vi. re fence. 	On tho da; whet. 

aossi mi Oorpoill Orsini wore loaf! the eam-o c tranofer to 
✓ia, Laki saw thc oii and took the opp)eunity to go and speak to 
the woman. 	Co:parai R(:) 	however caur.;ht Asht of him and got out of tho 
truck in which no yras abolt to le:tvo the clop, wont back ond thrnshod 
▪ zArrelel3,-ni;h a cab1.7 whin. 

• CorporclOJu1 a1w) 
▪ pre-orea to strike pr 
often beat a:eol.; who s 

th.! nal:e of "Bo.as'. 	Pe 
m:,.kc him cry ou,, 	I ha'.r 
si:s.nd to attentor with t 
with a v'nip. 	:c.t.  the pr: 
him with his wh*. 

T carried c. cable wip with him in camp and 

fferd tILIyi= tsCeabiel3=thr:jrtrq J11%,r 
did this withol:t (ny l'eason o..d just in order to 
lie  soceinsarhiemt i;eal asnogitll-een  "Btorliakzel 

i.i:  
at  ecItaroetthe!, 3  Mmackt,ct hhim 

ioner moved at all Corporal OrAni would thrah 

11 	1-0.com  the erd of 191L2 until I loft the carr.p I waE, in charge oc the distri- 
bv_tir:n of Red Cror.s suppl: .es to British poronnel. 	I do not ea., chocolate 
rveelE and somstili.es gave my chocolate to tie children who wore acoomulatcA 
in the womens' coni:ound h It who oameintocur compound. Sevea timos I 
wLs caught doine•?.: this by ;orporal Orsini an en each occasion he handcuffed 
me to an 01oz:trio-light p )st arld left me there on eove occasions for at loug 
as 48 hours. 

12 In August 190 I was taken to Hisdara Camp noar Athens and was there 
at the tine of the genera: capitulation of Italy, 	After that wo 7cre hold 
over to the :1oraar3 and a: ter being passod to various camps and hospitals 

succeeded in escaping ( ql 11 November 19213. 	I resorted to the British 
Military Eission noar Ath( ns later that monta ;)nd was later repatriated to 
Cairo, 

WORN by the above-named IlEDBRICK JOHN NUEBWi 
at 6 Spring Gardens in thc City of Westminst:r 
thiE ftt day of Aufz,ust 19;5 

:TE:FO'ZE 
(s. LEIOETER-WAT.11) 

CaptaiA 'Legal Stlft 

lbLitary Dopartmon:, 
Ottice of the Juq(! Advocae GencraL 

F. J. lilliailk;fi. 
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PARTICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT 
2920 

Affidavits of the following :- 

Captain A. C.1.; SAVAGE, 	s. 

Lance-corporal J. a. OOLELAN, C.3.; P. 

Private 	DITTIBUitN, 2 N. Z. E. F. 

Lance-corporal E. LANIADO, Palestine Royal Engineers. 

SijnalLion 	NUTBI..C.:, Royal Corps of Signals. 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 

t 	 6st 
(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 

responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence ; 
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

This case is complete. 
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UNITE r  NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 
United Kingdom 

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

...CHARGES AGAINST 	Italian  
14  

CASE No 	- 	1
5

1116  * 

C-42;AVI Pasquale. 	(In custody) 

Carabinieri Guard. 

WAR CRIMINALS 

•••• .............. 

(Not to be translated.) 
••• 	....... 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

Camp P.G.  91„  AVr.Z3K,;0, 
aith July, 1942. 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

(xxix) Ill-treatment of prisoners of war. 

Woundimi with intent. 

Offences against the Person Act, 1661. 

Breaches of inter-
national law. Breaches  of Geneva Convention,  1929. 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

The accused shot 	 a 3ritish prix .)ner of weir, and wounded 
him in the mouth and neck. 

TRANSMITTED BY 	Transmitted by: Office of the JitG(Idl. Dept) 

* Insert serial number under which the case is registered in the Mee of the National Office of the accusing State. 

(206551 
.111.140) 

Wt.P.252 4 
Wt. P 11t.3 17 

5,000 
5,000 

5 45 
10 45 

A.& E. W. Ltd. 	GP.655 
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PAR'fICULARS OF ALLEGED CRIME 2924 • 
The victiL4 was brewinv some tea near the b -  rbed wire fence which sep-

arated the Indian section of the ca...lo from the C ,riot Pris:.ners of war. Cther 
Indian pris:,ners of war were standin near tlis wire throwing ur exchanging 
cigarettes anj f,,od with the occupants of the ad,:oinin;F:  comlound. 	The accused 
and another Italian sentry cane up and ordered the prisoners of war bock into 
their b.,rracks. 	 414.a l: asked to be allowed to finish ma-inz the tea but 
the accused Acked the tea over and dra,ed MULAI.E.D 	awa:z. 	In the course 
of dra• ging eiLiA10 kal; away the a, cased fired at him with his pistol, wounding 
him seriously. 

-4, 



S T 	N T  . 

Z92t) 

  

N:. 5189 DFR SHEh MOHD ,f "L" S In, 	stags 

In July 1942, I was a 	c)nfine.1 at Camp, :,G. 91 'ILLY, On 
28 JULY 1942 at 1330 hours, 113. 5870S. ::OHD L2:111,7 was brewih: tea with 
s.:,,me other i7O1i's, at the place all:,cat,, f r such purpcses. I was also 
present there at that time. On that lay tw ,  new ITALILN sentries were 
mounted for guard duties, They entered in the camp and saw us cD-Acin,3 
tea. They came at the spot and asked U;:i, ;AHD ;.MIN ":;hy are you c3okin6; 
the tea?" SdR MOHD ,,MIN atswerod that this placL is alloated fer aWs 
ftr ciokin purposes ty the Camp C:ml. 

They (sentries) kicked off the tea ani 	 MOHD LMIN 
the Quarter Gd. SWR MOHD AMIN made a request t the sentries t see the 
Ind Camp C :md tut they took no care ant one of them sh t S.;11 NOHD LMIN 
thrJ1L;h the mouth with a rev,avor, He fell lIwn Al the ,:rund and the 
Italian sentries warned all 	that no 1):4 will ,27: near him otherwise 
he will also bo shot. 

CQU H,',V Maj. ;.H MAD LLI of 4/16 i'unjab Re:.t an Swr Mohl Sher of 
The Central India Horse wero also present there. 

The case was brourlit to the rctice of a representative of RED 
CROSS Society but I - do not know the result. 

SWR MOHD AMIN was sent tc, a civilian h ospital in Italy and 
after a few lays I left for Germany with :tiler 

I SOLEMNLY LND SINCERELY- declare that all the information ,-J.verl 
ty me in this statement is true to the test A' my knowlei&c and.tolief, 

SIGNATURE 	5189 Dfr. Sher Mohammol. 

Statement made and signel in my presenc- 

(Sgd) 	? 9 9 9 9? 

M.A7r, 
OC 	Sqln C.I.H. 
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FIDAVI  P. 

I, MOHAMED AIIIN No. 587c.  a L/Ifr. at present serving with 21 C.I.H. 
India Command DO SOLEMNLY AND S .NCERELY DECLARE as follows:- 

In July 1942, I was an —0.-4. cAlfined at Campo i,G. 91 ITALY, On 
the 28th of July 1942 I was brev..,m2 tea at the place allocated fir such 
purposes. This was near the b%-1,ed wire which separated our compound from 
ore where non-Indian 	 w,ro kept. A Sikh T.O.W. whose name I do not 
know, was exchanging a tin of R. Cross lilk 	Cigarettes with an Egyptian 
i.U.W. across this wire. Two c.:.ribinieris, whose names I lo not know came 
up and confiscated the milk an cigarettes, ordered a number of 
nearby to disperse. 

I was told tc move as w,11, tut as the tea I was brewing required 
only a couple of minutes to boi , I %skeI them to wait a few minutes. They 
kicked the toa over, took a hol:. of my arms and started dragging me. I 
domamded to see my camp leader Then Tle of the caratinicries, I do not know 
his name, pulled a revolver out .nd chot me through the mouth, 

Has. Major AHMED ALI 41' Punjabi and SALAR SHERMOHMED 21 C.I.H. 
were present when the above inc.lent occurred. 

I was later charged wit:. a breach of discipline as a result of 
this incident. I was tried in ; NE, found guilty and sentewJd to 3 years 
imprisonment, but the sentence as remitteI. I had a civilian lawyer acting 
for me at the trial but had no opportunity to talk 	him before the trial. 
The trial was conducted in Ital. -,11 and all the precein7s were not inter-
preted for my benefit. 

I SOLEMNLY AND SINCERELi DECLARE that all thy; information given by 
me in this statement is turn to Ale best of my knowledge and belief 'and I 
make this declaration pursuant i ) the Stat4'ory Declarations Act 1835. 

Dated this 26th lay of I.,bruary 1946. 

(Std) M. AMIN. 

DECLARED LT 	 ) 
this 26th day of February ) 
1946 (pursuant to the 	) 
Statutory Declarations 	) 
Let, 1835. 	 ) 

) 
Before me, 	 ) 	 (Sgd) ???? 	Major, DAAG. 

Deolali Sub Area. 

An Officer of Field Rank 
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.IEC/13120 LIEUT AHMED ALI having been duly affirmed states: — 

In july 1942 I was a prisen,,r ef war at Campo F.G. N's  91 along with many 
thers including Swr. MOHD AMIN ef C,ntral India Horse, On or about 28,7.42. an 

incident ,ccurred which resulted in th., sheeting of Sowar MOHD AMIN inte his mouth 
by a Carabiniere — of the Camp. Lt that time the whole Camp was divided into two 
main appartments in one of which we were imprisoned and in th, other the Cypriates 
prisoners of war who were brought there the provieus night, On the morning of the 
incident some -)f our men were c-,)king Indian iced Criss feed parcels at the small 
fire places recovided for the same. That was done every mornin7. The cooking 
place was quite close to the wires which separated us from Oypriates, 

FACTS  

On the merning of 28th July 1942 I was sittinre in my barrack talking to oAnc 
other prisoners. Suddenly someone shouted my name outside. I came out rushini7ly 
and saw Sawar MOHD _AMIN being dmiged by two Italian soldiers at a distance of ten 
yards one was a Carabiniere and the other was a sentry, The Carabiniere took out 
his pistol at once and fired into Sowar MOHD AMINis mouth, On this the whole Camp 
inmates came out. But we were advised by ://0 SAVANT of IACC who was senior in the 
Camp to go rack to our barracks. Sowar MOHD AMIN was left lying on the ground. 
The Carabinierl reloaded his pistol an. kept standing at aiming position at Sowar 
MOHD 	 He ordered the other sentry who was armed with a rifle to report the 
matter to the Camp Commandant. During this pause I was toll by some of the priso 
ners who were cooking things and also 1,y these who were watching the new comers 
(Cypriates) that some of the Cypriates from the opposite Camp uccing them cooking 
things demanded for some eatables and cigarettes. Some of our men gave them some 
eatables and cigarettes. The Carabiniere objected to this. He kicked and handled 
some of them very roughly. Seeing this Sowar MOHD AMIN who was standing near by 
told the Carabiniere not to ill—treat, the men like that but report about them to 
Camp Senior who would deal with them (3owar MOHD AMIN knew a bit of Italian and 
used to be tho interpreter sometimes). The Carabiniere and another sentry with a 
rifle caught hold of MOHD AMIN an threatened to take him to the Italian Quarter 
Guard. AMIN requested that he may t, taken to the Camp leader first (who was IVO 
SAVANT) according to the usual precedur.;. Then a Scuffle ensued and both the 
Italians tried to pull and drag S.war MOHD AMIN along to the Quarter Guard, Just 
then he shouted that he may be at let-Let taken before DUD AHMED ALI as his barrabk 
was nearer than W/O SAVANT's barrack. On which they did not here him and then ho 
shouted you. 

Then an Italian Officer, an interpreter and some other Guardsmen came to the 
scene of ineident. They talked a little to W/O SAVANT and removed MOHD AMIN to the 
Hospital. :hen they wont away I heard from other prisoners that the Carabiniero 
himself demanded cigarettes from them. He had collected some cigarettes too, Sowar 
MOHD AMIN dissuaded prisoners from giving cigarettes to the Carabiniere. This was 
another source of annoyance for the Carabiniere towards AMIN. 

After this the Senior N.C.Os ef the Camp gathered up and deeided —to lay the 
following conditions: 

(a) They would refuse takin7 Italian rations, 
(b) The Carabiniere should be severely dealt with, 
(c) Not to eat anything till the Red Cross representative arrived. 

The whole day ne one ate anything and in night the Camp Commandant sent for me. 
He threatened to keep me in the Quarter Guard as long as the Muslims would not eat 
anything. He.also approached the ether NCOo and told them that the (b) 	(o) con- 
ditions would be complied with at once. On that they agreed t, break hartal. 
detailed a Sowar to go to AMIN in the Hospital dayly with en Italian Sentry, On 3. 
8.42 we were all removed to a German Stalag IV B MEUHLDURG and AMIN was left there, 

Pandu 
15-9/46 

 

SI/ AHMED ALI, Lt. 
N. IEC-13120 

   

   



Ccrtific,I that this statmont 	;iven by NO, IEC/13120 Liout. .".F.MED LLI 
in my presence nfter havin bcon 

M.L. SHi.H, Maj or, 
15-9/46 
	

C 1:1t, Transit Cnmp, Pan.lu 

(Phone lanlu 115) 

NO.L/27, 
Transit Camp, 
.0. 	(I.SSLM) 1 5-9/46 

Ro6imenta1 Centre, 
The Jat Rodmont, 

BLREILLY  

Subject: - .;1',R CRIMES 

Fcrwarded ili quintriplioate wit:: ref. to y-Air NO.0245/27 ilatol 
14 /.1.7 46. 

Syofl 
	

Cd/ 	311LH, Major 
15-9/46 
	

Comftt, Transit Camp, 2an(lu 

(Phone kanlu 115) 



CONC=RATION CAMP P.O. 91 
H. q. OFFICE 

Ref: 4167 	 3300 

TO 	ROYAL ARMY 

29 July 1942 
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POW OFFICE 	 (0) 

SUBJECT: -Nnunding tf Indian PW MOHD AMIN No. 587D 

With. reference to my 4155 dated 28 July 1942, the Indian Pals 
interned in this Camp started a hunger strike this morning as sign cif 
pretest. 

The chief trtuble makers have been found to be the Mahnmmedans 
wht are of the same religion as the injured mall. 

I immediately topk special measures concerning the guarding 
of the Camp and I Ordered that the co-operative canteen for the Indians 
only be closed and I Lave stopped until further orders the distribution 
of food parcels. 

Le a result of th,,se strict measures and my further intervention 
with the N.C.O's and the Camp Loader the question has been resolved and at 
this moment (19,30 hours) the Camp has returniA to normal. 

I will collect information concerning the author of the 
the sedition so that he may if necessary be denounced to the Military 
Tribunal., 

MINISTRY GE WAR ..401.BINET -, Command IXth LRMY CORPS have been informed, 

LIFT. COL. COLMANDANT 
(TIRONE PIETRO) 

• 



2930 
H. 	IXth LPMI CCIRPS 

OFIE - PG.; .SECTION 

REF: 	012/2263 	 P.M. 67 	3 Lug 1942 

SUBJECT :;OUNDING OF INDILN 	MOHD 

• TO: 	H.n.. ROYLL ARMY - PO'd 	 P.M. 9 

On 28 July last the above-mentioned 	of Camp 91, was 
surprised by the Caratiriiere CERVI Pasquale, while he was throwing 
cigarettes and other things to the llearby camp of the Mussulmans; he 
was invited by the above-ment.oned Carabiniere to follow him to the 
Duty Officer, not only did he not obey, but he teased him catching hold 
of him by the arm and attempting to push him. 

In the meanwhile Private GILIBERTI Michele intervened to 
help the Carabiniere, who, had in the meanwhile been surrounded by 
other Indians with threatening attitude and seeing that GILIBERTI was 
also in danger, fearing to be overcome, ho drew hi' regulation pistol 
from its holster and fired 	'3hot at Fir MOD AMIN injuring him in the 
lower lip with exit of the 11:_let at the nape of the neck. The other 
Indians went away immediateL and calm was restored. 

Afterwards all the Indians interned in Camp 91 started a 
hunger strike. 

The sedition was stopped by the energetic action taken by 
the Camp Commandant and every:hing returned to normal. 

The wounded man 	taken to the Civil Hospital and he is 
not in danger of losing his 4 fe. 

As the Carabiniere 'ctud promptly and behaved with energy 
I have given him a money prix, of 150 Lire 

THE GENERAL T/COMMANDER 

IENRICO ADAMI ROSSI) 
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COPY 

TO THE 1.ILITA16,  TRIBUNAL OF 	 A.:2E 

SUBJECT: 
	

Denunciation of the PW MOHD L1v.I11 No. 5870 as t,Anc guilty 
of the crime mentioned in articles 199 and 200 Chapter 
V Section I of the Military Penal Code of :ar. 

I the una_rsignad TIRONE Pietro, Lieutenant Colonel of 
Infantry iu S,P,E,, Commandant , f Concentration Camp P.G. 91 under the authority 
given )1y 	Militaru Area Pescara, letter 3/11434/P.G. dated 11 August 1942/XX 
and the order contained in paragraph III of the Military Penal Code of War, make 
the following denunciation:- 

"On 28 July 1942 at 1500 hours, the Carabiniere CERVI 
Pasquale, who, is a member of the Group of Carabinieri attached to the Camp I.G, 
.91, was on duty inside the Camp near the Zafferini Barracks, with strict orders 
to prevent any contact between the Indian PW's and the Mussulmans, who were in 
another Camp close 11, separated from the above-mentioned barracks by a wire 
stockade, when he saw an Indian in, a certain MOHD 	 5870, throwing ciga- 
rettes and other things to the Mussulmans, despite the strict arders to the con-
trary which were known to all the Indian PW 0 s. 

After having reproved him, he intimated t: him with 
gestures to follow him as he wiohed to take him to the Duty Officer 	the Camp, 

The PW 	only refused, but started teasing him and in- 
viting him to go inside thy; Zafferini Barracks where the Indian 11is are 
acoomodated, 

The Cara..niere then took him by the arm endeavouring to 
take him towards the Guardroom bit the P4 reacted and took hold of the Carabi-
niere and tried to drag him towa-ls the above-mentioned Barracks, In this way 
arose a struggle during which the left hand of the Carabiniere was scratched. 

Private GILIBERTI Michele-who was on duty with the 
Carali9iere and who was standinc a few paces away saw that from words they had 
passed to actions, so, he promptly went up to them to give CERVI a hanl thus 
enabling him to free himself from the hold of the PD' whc continued the struggle 
with GILIBERTI. 

CERVI was convinced that given the strength of the PW in 
question, he could beat GILIBERT1, worried by the hostile attitude of the Indians 
who had approa0ed in considerable numbers and fearing that he might be overcome 
and disarmed, drew his pistol from its holster and having stopped back a few 
paosg fired a shot wounding the PW who fell to the ground. 

Thu Indians, on the order of CERVI, went away and only a 
few of them approached the wow-Ca.:1 man and carried him to the Camp Infirmory. 
He was examined by the M.O. and was found to be sufferin,!: from a wound caused by 
a fire-arm with entrance hole.' in the lower lip and exit in the nape of the neck,. 

As the wounded man was suffering from hemorrhage and that 
he was unable to speak or swallow he was urgently taken to the Civil Hospital of 
Avezzano, although he was not in immediate danger of losing his life. 

It has only teen possible to interrogate him to-day owing 
to the difficulty of speaking. 

I judge that the Carabiniere acted promptly in self-
defence, while I am of the opinion that with regard to PW MOHD 1JoIN articles 199 
and 200 Chapt V Sec I of the Penal Military Code of War are applicable. 

/ Attached are. 	 
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Attached ar,,: 

1) The interrogation of Cara 	CERVI Pasquale; 
2) The interrogation of Priva - _ GILIBERTI Michele; 
3) The Medical Report of the T.trect.)r of Sanitary Services 

with regard to the injuri:., suffered by Carabiniero CEitVI; 
4) The Medical Report of the :.,rectr of Sanitary Services 

with regard to the wounding of the F7 MORD LiIN; 
5) The interrogation in Engli;:l and translation into Italian ty 

Cap. Magg. Mario DEHO' of the Indian PW's: Private AJITSING, 
Private GIAN SING, Private JHER MOHAMMED, Private AYRIK SING, 
Camp Leader, (',.arrant Offc.)r N.R. SAMANT); 

6) The interrogation in EngliA aril translation of P. MORD AMIN 

Made signed and closed on ''ae. date on which I sin 

CONCENTRATION CAMP P.G. No. 91 — c.M. 3300. 	18 August 42/XX 

LIEUT. COL. COMMANDANT 
(Tirane Pietro) 
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MILITARY TRIBUNAL OF WAR 	 R:ma, 9 May 43 
aup, 

TO H.q.. ROYAL ARMY 
P.M. (9) 

Ref: 617 

SUBJECT: Penal procedure acainst the British P':;. Private MOHD hmin 
son of Sohorc, N 	5870 — Concentration Camp I,G, 01, 

and, fer informati n 

To H.Q. XVIIth ARMY C0i:PS 
Personnel Disciplinc Office. 

I.M. 17  

In accorlanoe with article 2 of circular Nc. 47450 datod 
23 Novembre 1941 of this H. q., you are informed that thc trial against 
the British PW, Private MOHD ;,min son of Schorr, No, 5870, Concentration 
Camp F.G.' 91, P.M. 33oo, chw.ged with disobedience and violence against 
Italian soldier (article 199 ani 200 of the Military Penal Code of :gar) 
will tako place on 26 June next at Rome, at the Military Tribunal of 

War, Piazza CaIroli 117. 

The above Itommunic9tion is made f r the purp:sc of the 
regulations of the Geneva Convention dated 27 July 1929, which came 
into force in Italy by' Royal Decree on 23 Oct.:.bcr 1930, ND, 1615. 

THE BRIGADE GENERAL PRESIDENT 

— Alfredo Lrnora — 
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Ref/ 51/120979/3 

TO THE MINISTRY OF 	CLBINi 
(Ref 3/96792 dated 14-5—last) 

P.M. 9, 	20 Atw 1943 

ROME 

SUBJECT: Penal proodure a:-  nst thy, Indian P.,: MOHLIdED hmin. 

The Military TribuILl A' War if RDMC at the sitting on 26 June 
last, found the above 	 accused ;guilty  and sentenced him 
3 years military detentioh th XXXXXXXXXMIKN and granted a p.:Ird -)n. 

The copy of the finA.ngs will be f?rwarded as son as they are 
revived ty this H.;,, so that article 65 )f the Genova Criventi3n may ho 
complied with. 

FOR THE COLONEL I/C OFFICE 

Lt—CA. G.1. SI,,EONI 
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Statement by CERVI l'asquale. 

I have been warned that I am n.:.t 	 make a statement 
and that if I do, such statement may be usc.d in evilence. 

lasquale. 

My name is CERVI lusquale. In July 1942 I was servin-7 as 
carabinieru at 91 	Cami at AVEZZAA. One :day I was detailel by the 
:.0. IC of the carabiniuri fr sentry d%ty in the Indian a ropound North 
cf the ZAFFERINI Barracks wila the specific order to prevent contact bet- 
ween the 	 in that coLI)ound and those of neighbouring cemp-)unl 
occupi€ d by Arab Ps.0.7. TL two compounds were separated by the usual 
barbed wire. L group of perhps three or four mon were preparing tea in 
the open. Some others were Ltanding nearby; one cf these was throwinc 
tins and packets of cigarettes int) the Arab compound. Seeing this, I 
warned the i"s.O.W. to stop and took a few steps tcwarls them whercupAi 
they withdraw into the nearbZ barracks. h few minutes later tw) came out 
to repeat the exchange of goo's. I again ordered them to desist and they 
withdrew once more. After a short while the same men came out again and 
throw some articles which fell halfway .cutween the barbed wire. Seeing 
this I approached them and V.,y withdre-7 into the barracks, I followed 
them with the intention of taken them to the Guar! C,mmanding Officer; at 
the same time another prisoner came out of his barracks and asked me what 
I wanted, expecting by gesture his inte%tion of linderjw-  my purpose. I, 
making a gesture with my hand;, sail: HY:u COMO officer". I repeated 
this order twice, as the other did net m'Are, I -:;7A angry. Ho, seeing me 
get angry, gave me a push whi3h knocked me over. Another soldier on duty 
with me, GILIBERTO Michele, LJeing me or the ground, came to my aid. He 
had hardly arrived when he received from the same priscncr two kicks which 
nearly threw him on the grour. At thi7 moment I ,:77.t up and seeing many 
other prisoners, perhaps abev-, fifty, rennin,; towards us, and afraid of 
being overpowered, I fired at random a T:istol shot which hit the afore-
said prisoner in the mouth. Thereupon :ome of hit companions hastened to 
fetch their compound leader.v.o came and reinforced order, dispersing the 
crowd. Some prisoners remained on the spot to give ai.d to the wounded 
man. 

I declare that I have made this statement voluntarily, that I 
have had the opportunity of reading it and makin.7 corrections to it, that 
it has been read to me aloud and that I understand it's meaning. 

(Sad) CERVI 2asquale. 

(Sgd) D'AMILO Angel-,,  2/Lieut. 
Y.7itnesses. 

(Sgd) R, GOLODETZ, Capt., R. Si,:s.) 

AFRAGOLA, 
17 May 1946. 
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1. Con L ii 1 ih the utete,eentu of the following witneLnea 

(1) 
	

(ii) 1;61111.1.EDAiliJ. 	(i:i, Lt. it;igLiD Ala 

2. Yr1181 a tions of extracts 1:r m the Italian Ctoier Jetting out the 
Italian licce,u1 of the inci lent are also enclosed. 



Page 4 

NOTES ON THE CASE 
2937 

4 4. 

(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence ; 

(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

The accused appears to have made use of -his .ire-arm aEainst an unarmed 
prisoner of war in wholly unjustifiable circumstances. 

The accused will probably plerd that the shot was fired in self defence, but 
it is submitt,:d that the use of fire-arms was entirely unneceLsary to effect the 
arrest of MOHAI,ED 
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Loa4-7,9-ri kAi r 	erv.-/  

Date Submitted 	Decision of Committee I 

3 0 OCT alai A 	
7'T"r7K-7") —WIT 65 

1874 P318, 5S WOO 5."17 M&C Ltd. 51,1 



FORTI, 	ir7( 

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

(In custody) 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

26 December 1'.V; 	  

2.:nt-,0 Italy 	 

by analogy) (±) Attempted murder 

	 agiVeVA 	  
Relevant orovisions of the  ikisoolo  Convent-W-1  	0 

treatment of  prisomrs of war, 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

Breaches of Inter-
national law 

Attempted murder 
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ii(sgistered Number. 	 Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

id a 

(Far the ('se of the 8ecretarial) 

• 

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 
• 

Italian 	 	 CHARGES AGAINST 	 WAR CRIMINALS 

CASE No. 	- I,ts 166  

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

On 26 December 191i.3  two British prisoners of war in Italy, who had escaped, 
were recaptured by the accused who was an Italian Fascist. 	Both the recaptured 
prisoners of war were handcuffed and marched towards Farno by the accused 
another Italian Fascist. 	One of the prisoners named 2.,.:1/:,AN msnaged to free his 
hands from the handeuZfs and he and the other prisoner, Sergeant PARTRI, then 
att,empted to make a break. 	.!;11...id got away and hid. on the side of a hill frost 
whence he witnessed the recapture of Sergeant PAZ2AID. 	?he accused removed the 
handcuffs from PARTRIX,E and ord._:red him to continue marching. 	ire then, from a 
distance of a few yards behind Sergeant 11,RI.C3, shot him in the head. .1);.RTRID:,:. 
was left for dead by the side of the road but his injuries were - not .:'a al and he is 
now to give evidence against the accused. _ 

TRANSMITTED BY 

 

Office of the 	 Det.) 	  

 

• Insert serial number under which the case is registered in the files of the National Office of the accusing State. 

■hts5) Wt.r.212S:27 sin. 2tin r. Rco. 745(4) 
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Li :LE 	 E 4 	 7 
AT YALE;':IL, ..i -L'ALY, or 7:1; 2r 	 120. 

...... 	 .... 

I, Leonard Ernst 	 wi th . 	 addre;:s .t No. 
Latchmere Forest Grove-, Cowplo.in 	o, th 

I an 27 y 	of 	e, and Ex 	:nt 	 211.1 
Battalion, 	 I t..in 	Mi on h 16th A ri , 	7, • n 
joined the 1st Battalion, 

In December, 1938,'.irafted to ....he 2116 hattaliun, 	 .de, 
in India and r-mainod there for :bout 5 months. 	Lid 	 _,JA 0,d 
abroad and shortly before hostilities c.:,..-:cnced 	vt, d 	 and 
later to Egypt. 

left my Regiment :.,bcut larch, 1940, to take up a. o. 	Instru:.tor 
at the ...Addle East Weapon Training. Sohool in Palestine. 

I rejoined my Battalion ab t S.0 ber, 1941, ill the. Western Desert. 

In my first action in November, 1941, at Sidi-Rei:;ei.7., Lorth Africa, 
I .:,..s taken Pcisoncr et" War by the Gerains. 	I %,as taken to A Camp just 
out of Tripoli. From there I w,(o take.n to a Ca.:Ip at C3 )Ual  Italy, on the 
25th December, 1941, and remained there for no mmth. I was then sent to 
a permanent Prisoner of War C,Im:), No. 66". at S,:rveuliano, 	rctaincd 
tlere until the capitulation of Italy in 1910, Nihon I c!,:.e)cd into the 
mountains. 

I remained free until 	2:.)th December, .19/1.5, 	wh-:.1311 time I 
had met a soldier who I believe. 	Pa....-..trooper Redman of the 1st • 
Battalion Parachute Ry-i.aent, au.1 om.1-,:r Prisoner of 	 unknown). 

On the 26th December, 1943, the three of us 	Crz 	'tt 
Volibki.a by two Italian Fascist Guards. 

'do had been stayin!-.' in the. village 	eve 	 ';;C: could 
not got forward owing to hostile troops •.q."1 

About miLicinj oa tnat date t,h., 	,T ;., 	into 	vine shop 
got a drinks  and while we were :rinkfc ,;(1. c.:o Guards 	in. 

They OakTIG steaiallt to 	and orckr,:d us to suLvon:...r. an 	did 
not hurry one fired a shot in th.: .±L. .t 	

t 

We were se..rched, but the:)' Tom n. 	.12.1 vic 	then tf:1,1 to marc.-.„ 

Thfi Guards did not speal.:. 	 underr, -i;ooj the- by -their gestures. 

We had only gone a sl.o.‘t 	 - en I in 1 a 1.q.-GF.11:, as I VPIJ the 
leading file. 	One of the r:u • 	 '4 1. (1 	s' 	passed 
close to me but missed. 	I 	 u 	 v.'11. ye, and being 
exhaus.ed I tri.d to h; 	a house, 	. 	n 	the Cu::,r.1. 	I fv  
lying on the ground, 	: 	to me and u 	rc.d me t- 	or. 	As I was 
getting up he hit me Ewa- 	shoulders 	:)utt cf his rifle. 

He ordered .ne to 1.-.1::sc my 11 .,1110 an1 then .Arched 	 11._:re the 
others ...,ere ,daitiny. 	I ..f .s the soarch.d 	 1 „ith 	11 -,:)12 in 
front of me. 

We then proceeded to march. 

Coming to tho noxt vill7e,e about three (: 	 ..0 
met a small party of Yup.o Slav who were rAso 
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Aftt..r 	 th 	. or so ti)e le:tratrooper 	 another 
bid to csc , 	 17... • 

1 -,::ned to tackle the rear 
his rifle 

Redman tncl:1,,:: the 	 brou..ht 	th. 	..;1, I -.,enb to 
aSSiSta0Ou. 	I co.'l n.. 	11.10h as I 'xas 	 a:n.3 fin1inw it 

impossible to do ituch, 	Iv 3..1 :c 	ALTA) whilst the Paratroop_r :..scaped. 

The other 	 shots, Uu. ReCiaall 

In the ceanti:-. t:: 	.nd I had i::ot to our feet, ..:nd I vr.s ordered 
to dut 	hands up. 

At this stare one of 
off the ground (I ber_€,ve 
him in the leg. He fell 

were then ordered 
I had only taken one 

from the renr, the bullet 

Slays s..ttempt.-,d to pick u ,gin article 
an ov..vcoat), and one of the Guards then shot 
brt was or'iercd to walk by thu Guard. 
to 	-oh for., .rd with our hands in the air. 
or 	ste - s .,hen I -:.s shot throu0 the head 

heed st below the ten w1r. 

I collapsed, and ;;hen T. rccover..d I fo,.ind the handcar:=;; :lad been 
taken off iiy 	ts and I h . :d 1..en 1,. ft on e; Cr:■11 • 

- Half dazed I made 	,.vay bc.ok 	-..hei.se T  n.,J: 	 mot an 
-irl :,':.tti 	r..sist.:nce I i!ot to -the 	•„:lere 

collapsed. 

The next I ructe.ber 	hearin 

I was plac,,d 	t stret...her 	 ip 	.in i 	rond. 
I as examined by an 	Doci.;or, 	injection, .11)1 1).,.. -3r. found 
wself in the Italian iilitary 	 I ,..etaa- ned for 
six -wr.eks. 	During thi; 	 on was Ilerformed relloving the 
eye and pieces of bullet sh--.1 ,1,1. 	This one:.-ition was pereormed by an 
Italian Doctor. • 

I was then h, .nded over to the Germans and sent to GerLany, and in 
September, 194.5, r•-ipatriatcA to England. 

The 	sc;:l, 1. 1, :1 by IZQ caused by being shot by the Guard, was 
the loss of 	 , 	ail still attending Park Prewett, Basingstoke, 
for treatment. 

I was dresst:d in English batJedress the ‘71101.: ti1•10. 

I do not know the nfmies of the two G.-, rds. 

The one I tackled was about 35 	5 fe t 4. inches, slim build, and 
dark. 	He was drossel as a Cor,,oral in 1...seist uniform. 

I think I could recognise 	again. 

I hardly noticed the oth,:,..c Gulrd. 

As far as I car. ec 	.ct, 	 -fr.- 1 tar-. v: 	;:e in the 
Valley Castelinno. 

I am complaining about 

Taken an3 sworn before 
July, 194.6. 

77.11t. to uu -..ler 

1. LJ . 

Cowplain 	Station on -t'he 9th day (41  - 

H. 1Erti.lO711  

Justice of the Pe:.ce for the County 
outha,np ton, 

„ 



Mr 

• 

of 	92, .?utnez.' 

in thc County of L.n,:lon, 

iaake o:-Lth 	 foil.: 
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(1) 	In Jr.nu. .ry 1940, I voluntoer,y-. for tho 	,-.11.1 join .1 th -. juke of Oorn-111 n Light Ini'antry 	j;41-1.... 19) O, I V011.111',;6 	, an. joined 
thc. 1st P:rac:ut 	tt1on - 	nur.th,:r 	5443909„ 

()...,ft6r a pe:_ricd of 	 'tain 	:1.,:ra • . 
tho invasion forc_s in 	 I ent...,re,it in C,  • 	1)42. 

(3) I serve in, North 	until abt 	 ;Jhen I 
pris.-ner by the Ger:......ns at Tunis, 

(4) I was then sent to Italy 	 :In an 
of War Caatp knovin is P.G.G6, -,./hich wanr 	ln. 	1 	the: 
until about July 1943, and vas 	 -,nt..1.;tL±n Cam 
known as P.G.53, which wa..1nr liacerta 	i ■ort on th, _ 	oit 	a. 
r:-.1ined at this 	for about ,ine ,:iont:1 and tLen 
transfer to a Cm17 in Germany. 

(5) Before I was transferred, hoveuVt.r, I cscapcd and 
towards the British liiis which at tty.‘.t tic were in the South or.' Italy, 

(6) I,bout six .arcvs %ftcr illy 	I 	:•• rty of:British 30idiCrS 
who had escaped from anotho-r 

(7) The party inclur,Thd a Serreant 	i'artr.1 	 R6giraent, 

(8) Sergeant 	 :tn 	 LW: Is- de our 
way south until 	to Gr.vn S-Loso ,.;i: 	.o11:1 the 
stabilised and th-,.t we could not 17.Ct an Lttrtlr, 	We then Ind to 
retr-lco our steps 	the,  north :n 	t±1 Et 	19/44, 	 to 
live in the countryside 	the • hel;,: of Italian 
h.10 to avoid recapture. 

(9) t this tirix; - Easter I 	 ,and I w.rc in a 
village nniael VelL.chia near 	 the 1-2rov-....nce of 

'acre at an inn when two o.1.1.- d fo.sei.it  in unifor.s. 
caotured us. 

(10) I subscquontly found out 	n. 	th.;:3:. two 
they lived and 	se 	 th.; 	 during 
ra,y inte rroation at liodle s torn to the -2.3ri 	 . 2w or 
about July 1944, by N'inich ti.a. I had e  	- am. 	 they 
lived in Piano. ;Lnnisiato.' near Teril..o. 	I ofr:1,1 	 t' ,  
opportunity arose. 

(11) On our capture by he 	o 1.41:-..sein, 3 	, it 	 of 
the inn but was caught aft,..r ru-cnins7 a n,,oct 	 t en 
to the inn. 	Ye -.Jo cc then h.. n.1 co 	 1.•:;•iti(1.., with 
a padlock by the two FAccists. 

(12) Serco,-,,nt Partridge an] I we,-e 	 b;„-  
along by a river to.;cirds 6 or 7 ..C.103 :co' 1 the 
scene of our crtptire. 	On t;., 	 thn 
2..-ien who I found wt;re one Br-;. 	 „ 	nalaej j 	r 	Kaj n,,1 two 
Yucto-31ays who, I think, wore also :lc...J. 

(13) The five of us ,:iere then narched 	sivii71.e fiLe i ft one of the 
Fascists at 	end. 	After a time I 	 ci1:1-:;1:1 1.4--1 told 
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Sergeant Partrii e in En 	- .11 it 	: dtne. 	 to 
;.r, and enc. pe. 	I 	 I at aoke. ■ -.6he 	 'Cm., 
r,ar of th. file in 	..)-trtrite join.:1 in thi. 	li. Ti 
other Fanct:.!t on 
with his 	no • 	.1; t 	 1.Y:11 10%/1) th. 	01.  ti1(.; 
which was on a my -n 	 H I 	Lack alon.7.: the p-‘th an1 .hi in 
some bush.s to reL:ain 	, 	•! 	• t to try an I 	Join St 
Partr:Ven.6. 	 1*-.1!. ar. ' ;:h . • .• _ 1.'1sci3t3 cau,irtt, hi.. an1 took 
him back to th cth. 	r 	r 	th oath. 	 onl-stcnOd 
his hands and 1-1r, 	.111.1. 	 or a 	 :111 -1 611C. of 
the Fascist:3 then si-,ot 	1).A- 	throuJI the bacl: of his he - d 
fron about four or five 

(10 	As th{.;r:_. -.4e .„-eoth ,,.:,•ties of Fascints searchin,:: the countryside 
for prisoners, I realis,.:1 	hopele,38 for ne to do nivthin-, except try 
and ,7et wray. This I 	 lain,: i r.vr anl iaking ij 	back to a 
village wh. re I uas known 	 th,. re by niOrt.fall. 

(15) I heard about trio da;,,s 	fro': 	ers that a T:ritish soldier 
had been found wounded in the had on the ;Iountain path. 	I licard the 
soldier had asked fcr Lic and that 	S._:iNeant Partridge. 	Front 
further enquiries I learrwsI he had betx taken to a hospital in Ascoli 
by the Italian Policu who lookcl aft r 	v,...ry well. 

(16) I understand SrEuant Partri:Ige is still alive and in now in a 
hospital in this country. 

SWORN AT lism Scotland Yard 
in the County of London 
this 11th dy of July 1946 )

i Iienry RC nfl 

Before Lle 

(Si:zned) Eric Doals. 

A Coi..uHioir for Oaths. 
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Statement 	:- 

sOn 
.t 1  

2120-, Ino- 	16:1—. L. 

Who states:- 

About 17.00 hours one dw,-, 	 ..r 	it 	cr 
I ',vas looking of ter 3oiIk Lai-Z.)8 
yards from ri mountain trf.:ok fr.- 1 	 .1-1 I 

cry in Italian of, "Help. 71:-.,;E:o:,'„)." 

I saw .a.LOISI Vincenzo ..1r,:ssod in the unifor.a of an Italian fascist 
:Aarchinw along the mountain track from 	towards 
He was Lading a group of five or six men. I 	 Vincenzo, stool  
raise, aim and fire his rifle past his ..rrou. , 	soaet:,!ng behind theo but 
at what I do not !elm becaus; I could 	becauLe 

I saw a 	running back alonL t*.le Qountain track tt.l.rds 	0. 

roup of fiV or Jii Ja,n, .nd 
.,scist uniform tithe :.1 I ,:nt.17 

the bacI7 cf tic; lest 
'.;or 	r. 	, 	rifle 

	

mirch'n 	1rd and 
. J 'IA of 	ri 

w 	and saw.  
And 	Jtill. No one 

I next saw ia,OISI Vincenzo lcadinf, 
following them was a man dr.,30-3 in I 

1;'ORTI Constantino. 	H,. .::s Dointin.. his 
man in the group,. 	I saw :.(2 	Cons:;1.1't; ..ne 
to his shoulder, point it at the group. ‘„,f 
when they were 	yards 	ront I 11_ 21 
I saw smoky cone from thc, 
the last man in the ;rouo f^' 1  
else stopped 

I art roAu conotanv_m walk up to 'Aryl vrithooi, stop in , at the 
boot' of the fallen :am which 	lying on tht. mountain 

The . p^ ty riirched out 0.;: wy si;.fht and I wcnt home. 

I cannot describe , nyoni.; in the pz:rLf and I o nut kno,.1 if any were 
handcuffed. 	I do not Imo. 	injuoi:L -,ero 	to the ,pan who fell 
to the ground when i e -..9 J'Jut by VORTT Constantino. 

This statement has 	re +d ov 	to fae. 	It is true and correct. 

Sitned:- L.71.1L: ZI Naz,zareno• 

S4atemont taken c.rwn in Italian, read over an signature witnessed 
by the undersigned Official Interpre..t r LUCCI,RIPT T.c000llo, in the 
, )resence of the undorsigned SCVL:cant Th(LIDSOIT of GO Section, Special 
Investigation Branch, C.iiPolice, n t   C_5T3:1".iL, Province 
of TSR4.A.D on the 3rd ;.url:ust 194.6. 

SiLned:- LUCCI:::CLI Leopoldo, Interpreter 
TH0,230N, 	S C cge an t 

I certify that the above statement is r,true tra-ool.‘tizn t0 the 
best of ray knowledge and ability. 

.r.,UCCI„:iii-a Leopoldo, Intc:riruter. 
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Statcr.ent of:- 

MSC,: 	f••r:-.1er,  
son of :LUX...TORE (d.occ•'...:ea), 

•.t 	37, 
Provin•::: 
••• 0. • ••• ft& 	fte 

Who states:— 

.1bout 15.30  hours on 	 1943 I •.' 
near to a -,..iindow-•in j hou.7•., 	 ,• 	 ....• 
along a mountain track fr Old 	 t/C-`% i • - C tL. 	 • 7::;1. 	I 

nan whom I icnoyi 	 in Itrdi 	C•Lscist 
uniforu and he Vms carryin 	rifle 	he .;:•:; 	 r.even 
prisoncrs of war and behind but cl.o•-ic tth 	pr2.20ns; 	C.L 
a ;an whon: I have been told by other villa..._ers 	no;:ted 
lie was also dress,..i in the unifon.i o: an Italian fascist n his rifle 
wfs.s pointed at and close to the b%cks of two prison..rs of 	whou I 
oau vierc individually handOuf...cd. 	One of the haniouffed ,.•risLners 
of war I knew as R.ICC;IRDO and the oth,:r I 2.:w 1%-i;,-.Y2 the su evening 
lying on a bed of straw and sufrin fro.. what aarcid to me to be 
a f. uns'not wound from below.  his ,:ar to ns:ar his ju. 	I cannot re..ie:-....ber 
his r...u.le nor can I -:2e...ie..iber on wW.ch side of his hi he was -Aro :1136(3. 

I do not kno,,i the other 	 1TINCEPLO or CWST-diTINO. 
Both lived in P1.11‘10 

I saw CONST.2IN0 a Latter of a 1 eW Min LI te B and then 'no was 50 
yards avta;yr. 	r - cannot describe Mil, nor could I reco, irise hii if I 
s'7.vr hi;.1 again. 

I have been told 	is no.; •]u:,1. 	iu was 27 	5 feet 
7 inches, robust build, dark Irdr, eyes an: 1 	 unsha-,  en, rup,Aar 
nose and ears. 

I have not seen either VIL'e.t.17',f,0 ar CONS'.:1:01'10 since 	1943. 

This st-Ac:...ont hs been re,,:•:; over to no. 	It is tru. 	correct, 

Statement taken down in It:TU.(113y ru1 over:iI iwre Iritnesced 
by the undersigned Official Inter'.- ter LUCCLIRI1TI Le:_ t)oldo, in the presence 
of the undersigned Ser ,..•- nt ThOi...PSOlg, of 60 Section, Soccial InvesLition 
Branch, C.:•:.Polica, at 	_Province of LSCOLI PICEFO,''on the 5th i,ugust 
194-6. 

SiLned:— LUfC.LJL 1 ],;o1 10, 
Interpreter. 

/4D, S 6 rife ant 

I certify that the abo‘:e stateixnt is 	true tr....mil:I.-ion of the 
original to the best of Lv knowled:e e:nd 

Signed:—LUCCI....lia Leopoldo, nterpret 
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PARTICULARS OF EVIDENCE' IN stIPPORT 
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Stntements of the followinL witne3se2: 

(i) Sergeant Leonard Ern,3 	PAilTRIDCS 	 Henry 1ED:r7 

(iv) r2ASCA Lnirri 
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NOTES ON TH I ('ASE 
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(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 

responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority-  or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence ; 
(c) whether the case appears to he reasonably complete.) 

• 

This aivears to be a clear case of attempted murder and should the 
accused atteiupt to pl oad that P:,itTAIDCLe. was in the act of escapin -  when 
he was shot it is considered that his plea is bound to fail. 	;i3.l the 
witnesses can say that .1."Aitr2;t1A;L was mak.inL no atte.Apt to escape and the 
fact that the accused reiitoved the handcuffs 	 PAR'. RIX;if. was 
recaptured is extre:::ely significant. 


