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(For the Use of the Secretariat) 

Registered Number. 

34,/,*/* 
Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

2 6 7 E.E wit 

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 

CHARGES AGAINST.  

CHARGE No...U.. CV.3...5.. 

.WAR CRIMINALS 

Name of accused. Unlaiown 

Rank and unit, or 
other official position 
of accused. 

Guard in chate on September 20th, 1941, or one 	the Guards 
in charge on that date of a labour company, supplied by Stalag 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

September 20th,  1941 in the neighbourhood of Stalag XX.B. in 
Comaany situated at Marienburg 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crime list. 

No. i. Murder of Private Webster 
(Subject to possibility of reduction to Manslaughter 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

Private Webster was a member 	a labour coupany supplied by Stalag XX.B. 
He was shot dead by the accused. 	detail is yet available on the British 
side. The German claim is that Webster was taken to task by the German guard who 

is accused because of an act of insubordination of which he was guilty in respect of a 
2easant woman. The Geraan account alleges that ?'a.-ate Webster struck the 
guard with his fist and was in the act of attacking him again when the guard 
in his own defence had to use his firearm whereby Webster was killed. 

TRANSMITTED BY 	 NOW" lel 
 i a t 4,5P 

• Insert serial number under which the case is registered in the files of the National Office of the accusing State. 

(26352) Wt.P.1505,1120 500 1,44 A.& E.W.Ltd. Cp.e,s5 



Copy/ 

tc~ laI; 	 FrasierPrivates 'eacueL_,'Masell_and Wei.,stor 
shot veal). ,;.i 

Serial 	_328 

Prom: The 'war Office (Dirootorate of 1r/sutlers of ar). 
Tot The Foreign Orrice (Prisoners of it ,)e,artaent). 
Sub,;e4.-It: Enquiry ir.to the deaths of .(::er,,,cLutt :'ra:ier, Fusilier 

Hatfield, Private ebster. 1. rivata ,ea, ,.11.0 	rivate 

`-eference 	 Nr.tc 	2/4. of 3rd April, 1)4-2 
enclosin,L a 0(1(1 of n rlemorendre, received b7 the t rotootirf, owe r 
f ran the ;,ernan 	‘...ffioe on the subject of the deaths of thc 
above named prisoners of war: ■■ 

It is recuestecl that t,..e 1crotectin,;1-o.iter 4. my be .1a .XC ,1:- 

(1) 
	

to infotm the r.'„emrin Cov , rrusent that the brief information 
contained in the taarrorar.,..,.izr, of 7th February 1942, cannot 
be accepted as an adaquate statei,ient of the cirotunatances 
in which i.rivates 	Aussell and ,ebster were shot; 

(4 to draw the attention of the German Government to the 
proposals contained in ?orei,n Officio taeraorandurn K. 	')/39 
of 28th 5`ebruary, 194 on the sub,ject of a prone-ure to be 
followed in czczt.s 	yrinoncr of r,ar is kil.'ed or 
severely injured. 

to ask the (',erate.r. Cicienuaent whether they are prepared to 
asree to these 7ropo,-...v1.s and i'Inte:aately to apply that 
ixocrdure to the 	which are the subject of its 
rtemorandlia of 7th ''e- .riary, 1''lt.2. 

.:., -,nec3.) it. )Nelyr. 
t• ;r 	reo tor 0.' risoners of er. 

W4/1942 
Curzon street :,(AISO. 



COey/ 

Staleg XX e, Sergeant Frazier, ,vrivates 	4assell and .ebster 
shot dead. S.N. 34Z2.10736ti 

Translation 
	

I ter.lortIn  
8.33.3 

The Poreie 'Alistry have ti,e honour to oorremicate the followir4: 
to the Swiss Legation in Germany with reierence to the latter's 
memorandum of Januar/ 7th, 1'..;42 (ro.22) and to the memorandum frcia this 
4inistry of January 14th, 1942 (.671.) ooncernin:- the death of the 
British prisoners of war ;!anfield, Frazier, ebeter„ Tea;;ne and. 
Russell. 

:;11 :epteeber nth, 1941, the prisoner of war Teague, whilst at the 
head 	various Britiah prisoners of war of his agricultural company 
who, with hoes in hand were confusedly talking in an excited condition 
of flin4in themselves upon a Germer, guerds aas shot dead by the latter. 

On 20th September, 1941 the prinonere of war Russell, after he had 
refused to work at the place assigned to him, struck at the guard 

hint to task and tried to kxook him don. In defence the guard 
fired two shots at the prisoner o war, one of which, in the head, 
killed him. 

The prisoner of war 9beter, who was detailed to agricultural 
work, was taken to task OR 20th September, 141, by a German guard, 
because of an act of insubordination of which he was guilty in respect 
of a peasant woman. As the prisoner of war then struck the guard 
with his fist and was in the act of attacking hiA kain, the ,:uard, in 
kin omn defence, had to use hire rirearm„ whereby .ebster was killed. 

The i.areign I4nietry will transmit furthtr information respectirk,  
the deaths of the iritish prisoners of war 'eanflek, and :reeler. 

Berlin, 
February 7th, 



Page 

PARTICULARS OF ALLEGED CRIME 

In the absence of info_ ation from the Llan of confidence at Stalag 
a.B. or from his representative with the Labour Company and statements 
of other members of the labour company, who i)resuraa.ily were present and 
were vritnesz,es of what took place We are not in a position to cc:tumuli-, 
cate particulars of the offence. 

The German account of the matter has been reproduced in substance 
in the short statement of facts. The full account is as follows:- 

"The prisoner of war Webster, who was detailed to agricultural 
"work, was taken to task on 20th Septeffber 1911 , by a Gelman 
"because of an act of insubordination of which he was guilty in 
"respect of a peasant woman. As the prisoner of war then struck 
"the guard with his fist and was in the act of attacking him again, 
"the guard, in his own defence, had to use his firearm, whereby 
"debater was 



Page 3 

PARTICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT. 

1. The killing of Private Webster is substantiated by a memorandum of the 
German Authorities dated February 7th 1942 (Sid 328/0103/3681). The name of 
the Guard is not Liven but it will necessarily be on record and as in siilar 
cases enquiry will require to be made through the protecting polier. 

2. According to the memorandum Private Webster took exception to criticism 
of a certain alleged breach of discipline by him and struck the guard with his 
fist. In consequence the guard shot Private Webster. The me:iorandmi alleges 
that such action was in self defence. 

3. No evidence is yet available from the man of confidence at Stalag XX.B or 
the prisoner of war representing the interests of the prisoners of war in the 
labour cotapany. 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 
	

a 
(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 

responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 

committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 

out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence; 

(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

This case is referred to in a summary-  note which also deals equally 
briefly with two other cases, that of Private Teague (UK. C/B.4) and 
Private Russell (UK. j/13.6). 

This is either a case of murder, justifiable or excusable ho...ticide 
or manslaughter. 

Definitions of these distinctions in English law are set out in the 
Notes on the case of Sergeant Frazier (UK. c/D.3). They exist in other 
systems of law under different tends of definition. In the case of 
Sergeant Speake (U.K. C/B.1) the Gem= Court of Enquiry laid. clown that 
shooting was only justifiable if there was no alternative. 

There is no suggestion by the Gentians that the guard fired. other 
than on his own responsibility. 

The defence will presumably be justifiable homicide. It is possible, 
however, that the defence will be superior orders, since a1 order by the 
Camp Commandant, presumably in the nature of a standinr,  order of which 
the tenis are uniziown, was probably not withdrawn till some time in 194.2. 

..:eanwhile the position of the case is as follows: 

(a) Death caused b,-  shootin,  is admitted. 

(b) There is no claim apparently of action under superior orders, though 
such may yet be made. Prima facie full responsibility rests upon the 
accused. 

(c) The defence presumably will be justifiable hunicide. The onus to prove 
this is on the accused, who will allege circumstances which call for investi-
gation before they can be accepted as true statements of facts. Superior 
orders may also be pleaded but would not appear to provide an ac3missible 
defence in the circumstances. 

(d) Assu.ling that the circumstances prove to be as alleged, arguably the 
situation did. not justify such extreme action. 

(e) There are British prisoners of war still in Genaan hands who must have 
been witnesses to the shooting whose evidence 	be available when British 
prisoners of war arrive back in this country. 

While, therefore, it might be contended that guilt or some degree of 
guilt in this chari,e is matter for ar;tu.i.ent the case must be regarded as 
incomplete since all evidence which should be available in due course is not 
yet available. 
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WAR CRIMINALS =TED KINDcal 	CHARGES AGAINST 	GE1PLIT  

CHARGE No.U.....C/B.6. 

(For the Use of the Secretariat) 

Registered Number. Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

i 	. 	1 

UNITED NATIONS WAR. CRIMES COMMISSION 

Name of accused. 
Unknown 

Guard in charge on September 20th 190 or one of the Guards in 
charge on that date of one of the labour companies supplied by 
Stalag XX.B. 

Rank and unit, or 
other official position 
of accused. 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

September 20th 1941 in the neighbourhood of Stalag C.B. 
Situate near :.arienburg --- in Germany. 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crime list. 

No. i. liurder ofl'rivate Russell 
(Subject to possibility of reduction to Manslauchter) 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

Private Russell was a member of a labour cc.2.1.)any supplied by Stalag XX.B. 
He was shot at twice b; the accused. One shot, in the head, killed him. 

No detail is yet available on the British side. The German claim is that 
Russell struck at the accused who had taken hi to task for refusal to obey 
an order. 

TRANSMITTED BY ... 	 . 

• Insert serial number under which the case is registered in the files of the National Office of the accusing State. 

(26352) Wt. P.1,505, 1120 5t() 1 4 4 	k 	r. 'S 	i Gp.6115 
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;;tals~ Iii 	;per arit Frassier 4-1vetes Teatzzet :ussell and ;Jabots** 
itat 	 - 

Iftruns The ,.er (Jfiloet Oiroatoruto or 7.1,3%mers of ar). 
To' 	The loorein Gfriee (i'rison‘3:;-3 of Air e ar :tent; . 
3121),;oots Eavpir,- intc• the dmaths oi• errant 	Pusillf.fr 

rivets ebstert riplto .•ea,l_le an . ri .ate 
Russo A.. 

01.1.1.1•, 	 

 

..111••••■•■••■ -41111•■•••• 	 • 

 

tetferonce Forei 	Moto F. 2/4 of 
enolosin a col y 	Lienurendtar. ;.1.-oeived by Liu . 	 owir 
from the trert4an Voreiji 1..;:ficr? ;In the subJeot or the deaths o;' the 
at b()Ve! named priaor.ors o4 wars- 

it in rei,i.i:ataa that t 	 ,,;.e.r7 -.ny Le asked:- 

(IJ 
	to into:..) , the 'eman .,)-v-ernment that the izief itu'omation 

contained in the :30.,11iill1h(hZ 01' 7th i`ebruary 194.4 cannot 
„ti tcooi,tect Rs an (...lequnte states rat of the 01.110/1113t101301i 
iii whice, mvatua .na,ues Aussell 	etster were shot; 

(2) 
	to Graz the attention 	t 	amain ,::overmaent to the 

provosals ectitaineo in Forei j 	1...esnorandasa ;:. . *13`, 
of '‘,":ath Nth-nary. 15/.2 on the sub,..not of a i.rooelure to be 
followed in cases :;Lary prisoner of war in 	or 
soveroly injured. 

to ask then 1.ennan C.o-vernment whether they are prepared to 
et,ree to those ,roi-Josals a nci Lued.lutely to apply that 
ervedure tc. the caace which are the auk,,•ect of its 
rte.:oral-L(11AI or 7tti j'etruary. 

( iz;31ed;) 
Aro° tcce 	rl sonars o. ar. 

.2.e. 
V 

Curzon !', troot 
94.00• 

1 

r 



Coil/ 

H. Serztnnt 	JG 	,tssell and (bstf:r    

7ranslation 
	 .;terot-re: 

The ''&rein ,i ,..istry have the honour to omstunioate the folicain.; 

tQ the uai3s Legstl.:.r. in cerr.vi.ny with ret'cranoe to the batter's 

isiouiorancina of ,:srearr; 7th, v)1402 ( ; .221 and to the marr.oranflura fr:i.1 this 

.Anistry of ...rivitt,r/ 14t1:, 	 concernini the death of the 

.xitish prisoners or xn'Anfield„ 	 e"Inter, 'iseri . tut end 

Alas*11. 

'in ."e.ptertser j;t1„.„ 1A,1, 	i'risomr of v.er ','caLue, whilst at the 

:teal of vai-iauk; 	 ;:rist.,-Lers t •A6r or his al;riouituftil 

M1.), with hose in hond vmre o_nf1ve '1; talking in an excited condition 

the...1601703 ue.on a Ctrt.1811 guard., .ms shot delta b .r the latter. 

cn .10th .site; der, 4122.-1  the penmIrs of war 7,tussell, after he had 

rent.sod to worl: Lit 	 assi!-,r'd to him, struck at the, guard 

taut. anO 	 kr ...uk hi7,t .i.own. In deferce the ,m/ird 

fired, tyro 	 at the pricr:ner 	.:4r, 	-7);"' whieh„ in the hear:, 

nta. 

i)risoner a,' ..iar e:;Litei:•• 	 uetilleti to tk,rielilturza 

rt 	was ta'wcil to teak on 20th ...ievteLd..er• I./4-1, by :3 email ;:uard, 

'000surte oto not of insubordination of vitliot he *as .,2uilty in resk,ect 
of a peasant %N.:man. 	 pri3::ne.-.- 	rlt Urn, struck the ,,uard 

w-ith his fist and was in the oci of attaolcink, hi.4 a rain, the luau, in 

own defence, haki to use Lin irearrt, wharshy :yebster 

	

, 	 flArth,tr 	 res;:votitti: 

the d.t.:atlus 	 of war F.t.itn:'iol..t *n' 7'rarier. 

Berlin, 

r. abruary 7th, n42. 
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PARTICULARS OF ALLEGED CRIME 

In the absence of information from the representative of the man of 
confidence at Stalag XX.B. with the Labour Company or of a statement from 
the man of confidence in Stalag X.:4.B. and statements of other members of 
the labour company who presumably were present and were witnesses of what 
took place, particulars of the offence cannot be given. 

The German account of the matter has been reproduced in sun- stance in 
the Short Statement of Facts: The full account is as follows:- 

"On 20th September 1941, the prisoner of war Russell, after he 
"had refused to work at the place assigned to him, struck at the 
"guard calling him to task and tried to knock him down. In defence 
"the guard fired two shots at the prisoner of war, one of which, in 
"the head, killed him". 



Page :3 

PARTICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT. 

1. The killing of Private Russell is substantiated by a memorandum of the 
German Authorities dated February 7til 194.2 (3:;.328/0103/3681). The name of 
the Guard is not riven but it will necessarily be on record and as in similur 
cases emluiry will recluire to be made through the protecting power. 

2. The substance of the memorandum has already been quoted. The memorandum 
alleges that the shooting was in self defence. 

3. No evidence is yet available from the man of confidence at Stalqg 
or the prisoner of war representing the interests of the prisoners oP war in 
the labour company or from: any member or members of the labour ccupany who 
may have been witnesses of the occurrence. 



Page 4 

NOTES ON THE CASE 

(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 

responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 

committed on the offender's OW11 initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 

out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence; 

(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

This case is referred to in a summary note which also deals equally 
briefly with two other cases, that of Private Teague (UK. G/B.14.) and 
Private f'ebster (UK.O/B.5). 

1  This is either a case of murder, justifiable or excusable homicide 
or manslaughter. 

• 

Definitions of these distinctions in English law are set out in the 
notes on the case of Sergeant Frazier (LT. Vis.3). They exist in other 
systems of law under different teals of definition. In the case of 
Sergeant Speake (UK. C/B.1) the Genstui Court of Enquiry laid down that 
shooting was only justifiable if there was no alternative. 

There is no suggestion by the Germans that the guard. fired other 
than on his own responsibility. 

The defence will presumably be justifiable houicide. It is possible, 
however, that the defence will be superior orders, since an order by the 
Camp Commandant, presumably in the natur,: of a standing order of which the 
terns are unthown, was probably not withdrawn till so:.e 	in 1942. 

Leanwhile the position of the case is as follows:- 

(a) Death caused by shootim• is admitted. 

(b) There is no clail.1 apparently of actioil under superior orders, though 
such may yet be made. Prima facie full responsibility rests upon the 
accused. 

(a) 	The defence presumably will be justifiable homicide. The onus to p.1.N.Dve 
this is on the accused who will allege circumstances which call for investi-
gation before they can be accepted as true statements of facts. Superior 
orders may also be pleaded but would not appear to provide an admissible 
defence in the circumstances. 

(d) Assuming that the circumstances prove to be as alleged, arguably the 
situation did not justify such extreme action. 

(e) There are :British prisoners of war still in German hands who must have 
been witnesses to the shooting whose evidence will be available when British 
prisoners of war arrive back in this country. 

"17hile, therefore, it might be contended that guilt or some degree of 
guilt in this charge is matter for argument the case must be regarded as 
incaiplete since all evidence which should be available in due course is not 
yet available. 
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(For the Use of the Secretariat) 

Registered Number. 	 Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

1.2kIVKlatui 

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 
UNITIT KINGDO 	CHARGES AGAINST 	G-  	 WAR CRIMINALS 

CHARGE No.  UK - Girr4  * 

aplip _ 
L 111 

The  Commanding  Officer of the tank unit, and 	 
the 	Commander 	Intl  creTi_of +he Germnn tank., 	operating 

befor-the ft. Pylvain 	pozition_southLwast_of.St. 	 

Valery-en-aUX at the time 	 snri in the eircurantqnc,pa. 
all eed,  

No further  identification of 	hone 	2c-usedin.the 
present ease is  possible at  he 	present 	+.ime.. 	 

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

12th June 	19.4.0 	  

	 Valery-en-Caux 	when:before 	the_sector 	of 	the. 	 
British nefence known as the  •4., 	 c'YlYain 	position 

Not xxix.  Ill-treatment.of 	prisonera of 	war 	 

Breach of Article 9 of  the Geneva Convention 19P9 	 
relating to the treatment, of prisoners of war. 

_Aaaault 	and. neglect_of duty 	towarda a. parson-in  the 
control  of the accused, 	 and therefore_heiplesal_or 
possibly attempted murder when full partleulars are 
available esperqally'tn view 	of thn 	abeellce of a 	 
white. flarr. 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

On 12th June 19/10 while fiYhtin- was still in progress outside 
St. Valery-en-Caux a British Colour .Sergeant, previously taken prisoner, 
was placed on the outside of a German tank and driven into the St. 
Sylvain position with orders from the Germans to deml.nd surrender. No 
white flag was shown and therefore the Colour Serg-Int was in langer 
of bein7 shot by his own people. 

TRANSM ITTED BY 	  

*Ins2rt serial number under which the case is registered in the tiles ot the \atioaal Office of the accusing State. 

(263521 Wt.P.15051120 	512) 1 11 	 ( p.(.85 
(26924) Wt.P.1617, P.1139 5,000 3. 14 	IP 



Page 2 

PARTICULARS OF ALLEGED CRIME 

No further particulars are at present wmilable, nor would 
it appear to be a type of case which calls for particulars save 
in so far as they may require to be considered from the point 
of vie of the crime involved in 7rwlish law. Apart from thlt a 
question of fact only is involved. Either the German Commander 
and crew of a tank treated this British prisoner-of-war in the 
manner stated or they did not. 



Pao 3 

PARTICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT 

7vidence in support, or the ireiention where - eidence in support 
is to be found, is in the henle of Prisoner of war ro. T"7 :.!ajor 
General 	Fortune, C.B., D.S.O., formerly ccomandine the ''ist 
(Highlani) Division, which made its les+ stand at St. Yelery- en- 
Caux. General Fortune is now Senior Officer in Of 	A/H 

General Fortune was included in all Officers in Offla-  IY A/H 	, 
who were made the subject of reprisale en o- el-out 'he 7nth eentember 
and 1st October 194. 

A charir,e based on .these reprisals forms the subject or a later 
case. (UK - G/B77). 

In his letter of protest addressed to the bevies Legation in 
Berlin dated October 2nd 194, General Fortune pointed out that "if 
all the incidents of bad treatment of Brit-11'1 -"ecners-of- war had 
been brotel.t 10 ;1.e no!-.11.cc of the 7ritish Governmeet end it heal felt 
justified in inflicting reprisals contrary to the Geneva Convention, 
the lot of German prisoners-of-war in British hands during the past 
year would have been a very unhappy one". He then proceeded to 
substantiate his statement by instances. 

In a later letter dated 21th November 1942 enclosing an amplified 
statement, General Fortune referred to his former letter and eontin-
ued as follows :- 

"Since writing this letter the German papers and wireless have 
been full of allegations of bad treatment or German and Italian 
prisoners-of-war, the tone of all these allegations implying that 
the British do not fieht or treat their prisoners in the same 
chivalrous way that the Axis armies do. I have, therefore, 
compiled a full list of incidents that have come to my knowledge 
in this camp. The majority can be becked by sworn evidence 
(incidents 1 - 34). In a few case e (incidents 77 - 79) witnesses 
can be elven to you for investiration, as evidence is not first 
hand". 

The present case and the neat  else (UK - G/Bf',1) are Fhe first 
two cases reported by General ?ortune. 

The orie,inal einnuscript statomrt of thr' thirty-ntne incidents 
report by !lajor General Fortune is nvaileble. 

St. Selvein is a town about .a mile and a halt' to the south 
west of St. Valery-en-laue. The "t. Sylvain position will be 
familiar to General Fortune and Officers Who were with him. No doubt 
can exist, therefore, as to the action of the Germans at this 
point which forms the subject of the present charee. It is to be 
expected that the. identi?ication of the tank unit concerned will 
emerge when Officers of 'he _st Division still with General Fortune 
are released at the conclusion of hoetilitiee. 



Page 4 

NOTES ON THE CASE 

(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of -
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence ; 
(c) whether the case appears:to be reasonably complete.) 

• 

This serious and inhumane offence is merely one/of the numerous 
incidents of breaches of the laws and usages of warfare which has 
characterised German arms. 

Article 9 of the Convention provides that "No prisoner may at 
any time be sent to an area where he would be exposed to the l'ireofthe 
fi!rhtinrzone, or be employed to render by his presence certain points 
or areas immune from bombards:-mt".• 

The offence is literally within the first part of the provision,' 
and within the spirit of the second part of the provision. 

The case cannot be completed until the end of the war. 

No ark ment is called for to show that it involves assault 
in English Law, and possibly a more serious offence. It is submitted 
however, that the degree of criminality involved in 7nglish Law and 
the punishment, say a maximum of one year's imprisonment with hard 
labour for a Common Assault, is no measure of the seriousness of 
the offence. 

In the present case the offence may prove - much more serious 
when the matter is fully investigated. put if this should not prove 
to be the case the requirement of the Commission is satisfied by 
the provision of a criminal element in contemplation of English Law. 
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/. ween "'. 7-er-cauy and Fbcamp 

   

   

(For the Use of the Secretariat)  

Registered Number. Date of receipt in Secretariat. 
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UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 

 

CHARGES AGAINST 

CHARGE No. 	C7-/=. 	 

WAR CRIMINALS 

 

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

The ommaniimr of' csr of the tank unit, and the 

Commander an,4. 	 G6rman tan,  oneratin7 
between the rt. r-17-ir position south "y  't of c"-. 
Valery-en-r!auy an.-1 Ffcam qt the time and in the • (Not to be translated.) 

circumstances alled. 

No"further  identification '0' +hose accused in the 
prnsent case is nossible at the  present time. 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

No. --ix. T11-tr,  n, 	of priPoners of war 
Breach of Article rl e 	Cenevn Convention 1929 

relating to the treatment of prisoners of war. 
Ari.Emult anameglect  of duty towards a  person in control 
of the ac'- i'^' sr therefore hclilles, 

attempted murder when Mull particular :3 arc) Available 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

On 1. -th June 1940 somewhere between st. Valery-en-laux and 
Fecamp, a place nearly twenty miles west of St. Valery-en-Caux along 
the coast, a Bri'ish Major, accompanied by a subaltern and five 
other ranks, all of the rerriment which had been holdinr the St. 
Sylvain position, which was about a mile south west of Pt. Valery-
en-Caux, were cauF,ht in the open by a Serman armoured vehicle'and 
were taken prisoner. Four of the party wor r nut inside the vehicle. 
Two other ranks were made to Pit between the mulsuard and bonnet 
and the Major was made +0 sit on the bonnet -ith his revolve Y' held 
against his back by a Gorman. Where was room inside the vehicle for 
the whole party. In this mariner the party was driven a distance 
estimated about 17-̂ 0 kilometres, i.s. -ith three prisoners deliber- 
ately exposed 	the sire or ,n7 Bril.Thl still resistina.. 

TRANSM 1FD BY 	  

• Ins2rt serial number under which the case is registered in the flies of the National Office of the accusing State. 

(_°153521 No.O.Irar,  11'20 	500 1 II .'t 	E.W.Lt 1. cp.685 
12024) %S1 	1,17 1%1139 5,000 3 4I 
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PARTICULARS OF ALLEGED CRIME 

No furtcer partL31.11ar:,  'Ice 'V prit available, nor is it 
a case whinh calls for particulars, save in 'o far as they may 
require to be lonsidered fro:1 the point or vte7? of th crime 
involved in 7n:lish La. Apat fro;a tht only th question of 
fact is concerned. 
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PARTICULARS OF ALLEGED CRIME 

A4 
ro furtricr 	 'fj 	pOlPjsr.t avgAllble, nor 18 it 

a case whi(th calls for particulars, save in so flr as they may 
require to 1)0 ';onsidered fre.a the point of vie-7 o: th' crime 
involved 	 frm th.t only the question of 
fact is concerned. 
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PARTICULARS OF -EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT 

7vidence in suppo:-' or 	indicRtion wher-,  evidence in 
support i.e to be found 17 inhe hands of Prisoner or 	ro. 
Uajor General 	Fortuma, 	11 D.r.O., formerly Commandinrr the 
71st Division and now senior British Ofricer in Offlag IX A/H. 

The present case and the nrecedincr case 	- clA3e'4) are the 
first t7o cases of 72 	-or incidrts reN)rdel of'icially by 
General Fortune in circumstances describod-under."Partieulars of 
Tvidence" of the preCedinF,  case. 

The oric,inal nanusorint 	 oP +Iv,  thirty nine inr!identr 
reported by Tajor General For4:,Pne is available. 

clearly when prisoners of war are released the evidence of two 
officers and rive other ranks should be available. 

Pt. Flylgain is a trym about a mile and a half to the south 
west or' walery-en-Caux. 54)ann is between fi'teen and twenty 
miles further west on or near th- coast. 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 

(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence; 
(c) whether the case appearsito be reasonably complete.) 

As was remarked in respect of eee last case, this serious 
:and inhumane offence is merely one of the numerous incidents of 
breaches of the laws and usaees of warfare which has character-
ised German arms. 

Article f! of the Convention provides that no prisoner of 
war 1  may at any time be sent to an area where he would be exposed 
to the fire of the fightinr zone, or be employed to render by 
his presence certain points or areas immune from bombardment'. 

The case is literally within the first part of the provi-
sion, and -"thin the spirit of the second part of the provision. 

The caso cannot be completed until after the war, when 
there can be no doubt that there will be ample evidence. The 
only difficulty which arises, as in other cases, will be that 
of identification. But it is hopectto identify the unit and to 
attach at least a measure of responsibility to the Commander, 
and through him to identify the tank crew. This seems legitimate 
as it is the intention to establish the fact that *here was 
something approaching system in the uniformly bad treatment 
meted out to Beitish prisoners of war who were consistently dis-
criminated n -ainst. On this aspect of the matter every case 
arising out of the campaign in Northern 2rance and Beleium in 
194() affords evidence which is admissible in accordance with 
the rule of the admissibility of evidence of facts showing 
system. 

The criminal element under 7nelish Law is present and the 
note in the last case is applicable. 





rlaes, ranks and units of +hose accused are unknown. 

I' is also uncertain until further information is avail-
able as to *he number of nersons ^ho should he  put on 

trial, Provisionally the officers and other ranks are 

indicated by their nosi4,on,: 
1. The General Comnnr'1,-,  in the district of Pt. Omer 

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

P.  The offiler  

 

the unit which murdered 

   

Captain 7rnest ro„ 	 Northumberland 	 
a  prisoner of war, in +1  =-? nPi7hbourhood of Pt. Omer on 

or about 24th May 1940. 

7. The officer or other rank who ordered Captain Hart 
(continued on page P) 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

')n ar 	about.24th 74 ay 	1940 	  
t. Omer. 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in Nvar 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

_No. 	Murder of Captain Frnest B.L. Hart, Royal 

..Nor.t:aumherland.....rupille.re • 	 

7,Turder. 

(For the Use of the Secretariat) 
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UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 

CHARGES AGAINST 	 

CHARGE No. UK GAY"  • 

..WAR CRIMINALS 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

Captain Hart was captured towards the 11-1 of !lay 1940 
in the neirihbourood of St. Omer. On or aboll* 24th May he tias 
shot. 

TRANSM ITIED BY 

• Itis?rt serial number under which the case is registered in 	s 	ti, • 	()ffic,. „f 

.1'. 1:,05 .I ID, 	:owl 	I if 	. 	.1.1. Li I 	( p.ols 

(;■;9241 Wt.  P.1617. P.11310 5,0figi 	71 



COPY 
(K.Vt. 15/26) 

Nr..St. MR CAPTAIN HAF,T APTVID AND SHOT 
2,• 

Serial No. 63 0103/2993 (P.W.3.) 

MTN 

From : Director of Prisoners of r. 

To 	s Foreign Office (Prisoners of 	Section). 

Subject : Alleged .;hooting 	ter cc.turc of 
" Hart. 	- 

Information has been received which indicates 
tht.t Copt. T.B.L. Hart v: c captured in thr vicinity of 
St. Omer Lind subsequently shot, on or a' out 24th May, 
1940. 

It is rorted tht Mr. SecrPtry-  Eden may be 
good enough to have enirtes mde through the diplomatic 
ehnnel into the circumut -nnes surrounding this 
officer's de::th. 

(Signed) N. CotItes. 
Colonel. 

Deputy Director of Prisoners of .gar 

Office 
(P.';;.3.) 
Victoria 1244 5xtn..01- . 
19.7.41. 
Copy tQ A.U.S. 
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COPY 

The 'irar Offi-e, 
Hobart House, 

Grosvernor Llace, 
London,S..1. 

14th August, 1Y41. 

Dear Roberts, 

In reply to your letter 
K.W.15/26 of 1st August, on the 
subjeet of the alleged shootinv of 
Captain 21.13.L. Hart, I enclose 
copies of three letter from prisoners 
of war. 	They form the only 
evidence at our disposal. 

G/tptain Hart's regiment wc.s the 
1ZoT1 Northumberind Fusiliers. 

Yours 

(Signed) N. OwAos. 

W. St.C.H. Roberts, , 
PA Dep rtment, 
Devonshire House. 



Dear Mrs. Hart, 

Just a few lines to let you 
know I have not for got you I will 
call and see you ae soon as I get 
home I um sorry to say that I was 
with him till the last I had a letter 
from my wife and she told me bout 
your letter asking about me. 

(Sgd) Yours P.Doeherty 

To : Mrs. .,;.b.L.Hart, 
Primrose Cottage, 
Rothbury, 
Rorthumberland, 
England. 

From: - Pal.ri ,qcDoehertY, 
10401. 

r'up 



COPY 

'Will you let me know if many of my 
Comapny got back and by the way if 
there are any enquiries of Captain , 
Hart notify them that I and a few 
others were with him when he was 
killed, 

lOctrnot from lett:r. fl.om Fusilier 
Gibson, 
2036q32. 



EB 1177 EJB 	 ri:OT 502 

CAPTAIN EN.;ST 13.1,. 	- Royal 
Northumberland Fusiliers. 

Reference your ennuiry dated May 
15th, 1941:- 

After extensive enquiries I 
understand Captain 6.L. li i was 
captured in th-: vicinity of 3t.Omer 
r]nd on -).r,  about May 24th, 1940, this 
officer was shot. 	Although I hL.ve 
been advisri of the circtunstnces it 
would be inadvisable to pass them on 
to you at the prnsent time. 
Fusilier Docherty, CDpViin hart's 
Liattnan, nor; 	:)ri:oner of wnr, 
under3t:.nd took Ca;A,:iin Hart t b 
possessi.ons Off h13 body. 

(30) 	I-win. 
Captain, 

°flag VII c/n. Germany. 
No. 5R4-• 



IN TH7 MATTFRof THE TRPATM7WP 0' PRI-ISH PRIPON7RP 
OP "TAR IN NOT,'HFRN FRANC? ANn BT,ISIUM IN AND AFTPR 7,47  
BATTLF OF FRANOF 1940 

I, ARTHUR PLI7ISCHMANN, a citizen of Czechoslovakia and lst 

Lieutenant in the Czechoslovak Army in 771gland, until recently 

temporarily attached to the 2/7th Battalion The Royal 

Warwickshire Regiment and now returned to the Czechoslovak 

Army Depot, Southend-on-Sea make oath and say as follows :- 

1. 	I left my country after it was occupied by Germany in 

1979. I joined the new Czech army in France in November 1979 

and served as a 2nd Lieutenant with the 2nd Czechoslovak 

Infantry Regiment through the p'rench campaign. I came with 

that unit to 7ngland after the armistice between Germany and 

France in 1940. 

P. 	During the campal n in prance I was a prisoner of war 

for a short time, I should say about thirty minutes. Then 

suddenly the tide of war changed and opportunity presented 

itself to me to escape. But durin7 the time when I was a 

prisoner of war some exchange of remarks took place between 

myself and German soldiers. As I have spoken lerman all my 

life there was no difficulty in understanding and there seemed 

to be no lack of willingness on the part of the Germans to 

speak freely. Their general attitude showed surprise that we 

were fighting. 	They expressed their conviction that the 

conclusion of an armistice between Germany and Trance was only 

a question of days, perhaps only of hours. 	When I remarked 

that I was a Czech and that I did not believe that the (zechs 

would sign any armistice with Germany these German soldiers 

were rather surprised and told me that the German people had 

no quarrel whatsoever with the czechs. They said the ‘'zechs 

now belonged to Greater Germany and were as themselves. They 

also said that the German Reich had no quarrel with France. 

The real enemy was England. 	I recall this phrase in 



particular. 'The Ent-116h bear ',he blame for all evil and 

must be destroyed'. The exact words in German were, "Die 

Englander tragen die Schuld an allem Ubel and musson 

	

vernichtet werden". 	The circumstances and the depth of 

conviction with which these words were spoken made a deep 

impression on my mind at the time anJ could neither be 

mistaken nor forLrottan. They showed vividly to /in how the 

German soldier's mind had been influenced by his education 

and'how fully he had absorbed the doctrines of the political 

leaders of Germany. I was conscious of a curious coupling of 

hatred with a sense of duty mmountiny to fanaticism. Later 

on when I heard of the ill-treatment of British prisoners of 

war on the march from Belgium and France to Germany I recalled 

these words and found no difficulty in believing all I heard. 

SWORN at 1, The Sanctuary 

. 	 ) 

in the City 	of Westminster 
	 FLUSHUMI AISICUR 1st Lt. 

the 	17th day of  April 	 1944) 

Before me, 

HENRY L. BOLTON 

A Commissioner for Oaths. 
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IN THE MATTER of the TREATMENT of 

BRITISH PRISONERS OF WAR IN 

NORTHERN FRANCE AND BELGIUM IN 

AND AFTER THE BATTLE OF FRANCE 

1940 

AFFIDAVIT 

- of - 

ARTHUR FLEISCHMANN 

THE TREASURY SOLICITOR 
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PARTICULARS OF ALLEGED CRIME 

It is not possible at the present time to amplify the 
statement contained in the short stat7:m(mt of facts. It is 
expected that full particulars will be available after the 
!Tar from eye witnesses. 

Pane 1. 

to be shot as aforesaid. 

4. The officer or other ranks who shot or were 
present at the shooting of Captain Hart, or-
otherwise aided or abetted the crime. 

Continued from 

Name of Accused, 
his rank and unit, 
or official posi-
tion. 
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• 
PARTICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT 

Two 7itnesses and possibly more will be available to crive 
evidence as eyewitnesses. These men are prisoners of war in Germany. 

The first of these is Patrick Docherty, who gives his number 
as 10401. It is inferred that this is his number ar,  a prisoner of 
war. The appropriate deriartment of the l'rar Office will identify him 
so that if alive at the end of the war he will be available. He 
wrote the followinfr letter to Mrs. r.B.L. Hart, Primrose Cottage, 
Rothbury, Northumberland, rn7land. 

*Just a few lines to let you kno-' that I have not, forgot 
you I will call as soon as I net home I am sorry to say 
that, I was 71th him till the last I had a letter from my 
wife and she told me about your letter askinFr about me*. 

2. Fusilier Gibson, No. 203(129P (presumably Army number) in the 
course of a letter wrote as follows : 

""ill you let me know if many of my Company clot back and 
by the way if there are any ennuiris of Captain.Hart 
notify them that I and a few others Were with him Then he 
was killed". 

3. Captain C.L. Irwin no" or formerly of Oflag VII C/H in Germany, 
prisoner of war number 784, has writtsn that he has made extensive 
enciuiries and has been advised of the circumstances. He considered, 
however that, it would be inadvisable to pass them on at the presPn+ 
time. 

4. The letters above referred to are attached tor,ether with a copy 
of.- Note Verbale dated 19/7/41 from the Deputy Director Prisoners of 
Tar, "Tar Office, to Foreign Office (Prisoners of "tar Section). The 
reference is P.N. W01074/2997) 

5. Copy of an Affidavit by 1st. Lieutenant Arthur Pleischmann of the 
Czeko-Slovak Army is attached. Lieutenant Fleischmann, while a 
prisoner of war, "?as told by his German captors that the "Germans 
had no nuarrel with the Izncks or the French. The real enemy Tas 
in land. He recalls a, phrase .which translated is: "The rnglish bear 
the blame for all evil and must be destroyed" 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 	 • 
(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 

responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence ;. 
(c) whether the case appears:to be reasonably complete.) 

The detailed evidence necessary to support the charge are 
unlikely to be available until the end of the war. There is every 
reason to suppose that tl-e charge willbe substantiated. The only 
difficulty is likely to be the identification of the accused and 
the decision as to whether responsibility can properly be carried 
back further than those immediately concerned -!ith the death of 
Captain Hart. 

No useful purpose can be nerved by discussing the identity 
of those immediately cPrc.?ri,Pd 	f IP prciscr. 'Au). :'10, t% :n 
d. 	'1:211 to consi_L-r wi.nr_Pr r^srpnribility can be attached in 
higher ranks. 

The evidence of Lieutenant ?leischmann of the Izecho-Slovak 
Army showS clearly the frame of mind of the average German 
soldier. Lieutenant Fleischmann gives the impression of bein-,  a 
responsible officer with a well-balanced mind an(1 a sense of 
justice. He would not have been mistaken in the phrase - Die 
Engnnder.tragen die Pchuld an allem Ube' and mussen vernichtet 
werden" 

The evidence of discrimination against British prispners 
of war at this 	is illustrated in the cases following this 
case. It is likely that the evidence will be greatly increased 
and strengthened when the prisoners of war are repatriated. 
Meanwhile though it cannot be said that there was system to the 
point of massacre there is evidence of systematic ill-treatment, 
disregard of human life and deliberate disregard of the rislats 
of prisoners of war, only compatible with instruction in the 
course of training incidental to total warfare. For this, it 
is submitted, hither authority can properly be made responsible 
and should be made responsible. It may well he that the commander 
in the area, and subordinate oommanders downward should be brought 
to book. All must have known much o' what was going on and the 
failure to issue warnin: orders againsl illegal action in view 
of the Hitlerite doctrine should be h.-ld to identify commanders 
with the misdeeds of tri^ir subordinates. 

Their prosecution will also tend to the identification 
of the actual perpetrators of these crimes when blame and 
punishment can be apportioned. These remarks haveparticular 
application to the majority of' the cases arisin7 from the 
Campaign in- Northern France and Belgium in 1940. 
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The name, rank and units of accused persons is unknown, 
but 	 they should be identifiable by their  positions %El 
follows :- 
1. 	The-officer-ln-supreme-direction-of-the-provistoning 
and transfer to Germany of  prisoners of war  captured in 
Northern prance and BelgiuM in May and June 1940 
2. 	The-officer .or- of'ficers in 	or 
.areas 	included the route or routes of march bY 
which prisoners of war captured at St. Valery-en-Caux 
on-or-about-I2th 	 sntr' 
en_route 	to Germany. 
3. The Officer or officers in charge of the route or 
routes ar-seettons-of-ronte-or-routes-by-which-prIsoners- 
of-war 	'from St. Valery-en-CauX 	aforesaid were 	marched to 
the point of entrainment tb Germany. 
4. 	Officers- and-other - ranks-In-immediate 'control 	of 
prisoners 	of 	war on 	the.rOute 	or routes of 	march_afore- 
said. 

if accused, his 
tnd unit, or 
position. 

be translated.) 

On or about 12th June 1940 

On route of march  passing through places of which the 

ollowing were particularly noted, namely 2•  
Pol, Doullens, Bethune, Sectin, Renaiv, 

Alos,  Forges-les-pux, Hazebrouck, Poix and Lille. 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

No. i. Murder.  
No. xxix. Ill-treatment or prisoners of war. 

Breaches of articles 2, 4, 7 , 10,11 and 54 of 
the Geneva Convention 1979-relating to treatment of 
prisoners of war. 

Murder .or manslaughter-, woundIng/-netr-lect of 	duty 
fcwards  persons in control of the accused and therefore 
helpless, and assault. 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

(Tor the ('se  of the Secretariat)  

Registered Numher. 
011 

Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

13.21uklaty 1 Al% 1444 

 

  

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 

UN I— 

 

 	CHARGES AGAINST.. ..WAR CRIMINALS 

  

CHARGE No.TP:  — G/13.2,P  * 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

Prisoners of war were treated with great harshness by their 
71aa.rds. They were over-marched and fired at when they fell out. 
Rations were inadequate and they had to rely on the generosity of 
inhabitaws for food. when it was accepted, the Germans fired at 
their legs. 	There was no accommodation provided and no protection 
from the weather when halted for the night. 

TRANSN11111:D BY 	 

• !us 	syt ial number under %%inch the case is reaistered in the tilt s nt the National Office of the accusing State. 

I It 	A.:. I-It 	p.f.mS 
(26924, 	t. le.1; P.1139 5,01111 3 Ii 



On or about 12th June 1940 

On route of march  passing through places of which the 

fo'llowing were particularly noted, namely :-  
rt. pol, Doullens, Bethune, pectin, Renaix, 

Alos*,  Forges-les-faux, 7azebrouck, Poix and Lille. 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

No. i. Murder. 
1(). X17. Ill-treatment of prisoners of war. 

Breaches of articles 2, 4, 7 , 10,11 and F4 of 
the Geneva Convention 1999-relating to treatment of 
prisoners of war. 
	Murder-or-manslaughtery-woundlnify-neglect-of-duty 
Towards  persons in - control of the accused and therefore 
helpless, and assault. 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national 

(For the Use of the Secretariat) 

1:01itered Number. Date of receipt in Secretariat. 
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UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 

  

INGDOM CHARGES AGAINST 

CHARGE No.T-F• 

 

WAR CRIMINALS 

    

-  G/B.00  

 

Names and units unknown; positions, from which approximate rank may 
be inferred., as follows: 
1. General officer or officers ccomanding German division or divisicre 
operating in the neighbourhood of St. Valery-en-faux on or about 12th 
June 1 94D. 
2. Officers caornulding units of said division or divisions who cap-
tured. British officers and other ranks in operations aforesaid and 
were responsible for their treatment until transfer to appropriate 
divisional personnel. 
3. Provost Marshal or Provost Marshals or other officer or officers 
deputed. by the G.O.C. or G.O.C's aforesaid to receive and escort such 
prisoners of war to Army control or entrainment to PAT camps in 
Germanys  under conditions required by laws and usages of war. 
4.. Officers and other ranks whether of provost or unit personnel or 
personnel of L. of C. guard battalions charged with the escort duties. 
5. Army Caamander, Area Commandant or Officer Cannanding Land or 
Inland Water Transport responsible for correct treatment of P/W 
between A.H.4. and PA camps in relation to above prisoners. 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

Prisoners of war were treated with great harshness by their 
guards. They were over-marched and .fired at when they fell out. 
Rations were inadequate and they had to rely on the generosity of 
inhabitaw.s for food. when it was accepted, the Germans fired at 
their legs. 	There Was no accommodation provided and no protection 
from the weather when halted for the night. 

TRA ■ NI nur n 111* 	 

• Irs 	 number tintL, r which the case is registered in the files of the National Office of the accusing State. 
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I N 	T ii E 	LATTER OF THE SHOOTING OF 11,7) 
BRITISH PRISCNERS 02 v.'411 AND 'am romniNG T-ITH A BAyrrT7T 
02 ON''' BRITISH PRISON7R 0? 1-AR OU "112 LINE 02 ARCU 
TLAROU:iii FRANCE and B":1J-iIIK. 	GL:4ANI TN OR ABOUT 
14,13 	oe JULY 1040. 

I, EDMUND PRADI, :M„ No.444591 formerly Lanco.Oorroral 

7th battalion Royal Northumborlmd Fusiliorc, and at rrenont 

Probationer Corps cf Military Polico (r) stationed at T'ytchett 

barracks, Aldershot, rake oath and say as follows :. 

1. On April 4th 1040 I aailod with rry battalion for France. 

After a short period of service in the Maginot Line we were sent 

to the neiAlbourhood of Dunkirk. 

2. AFTER such a long intorval of time during which I went 

through many oxrerienoes my memory is not clear as to dates, 

but as far an I can recall, lrroti7e about the midlle of Lay 

wo wiJre 3,:nt to 	Vderio where on or about June 4th we 

became ongaged with the enemy. On or about the 10th day of 

Juno 1940 we wore surrounded and I was made a rrisoner of war. 

AS such prisoner of war we were marched from St. Valerie to 

Bel7Aum which occupied two tx) throe days. Some of the guards 

treated the prisonorn of war rith great brutality. On one 

occasion there was a private soldier whose name and unit -as 

unknown to no. 	had been wounded in the foot and coul3 not 

keep up. In conoequonce he fell out. I saw a German non-

commisioned officer shoot him Ani qr far as I could nee at a 

distance of about fifty yards ho was killed outright, 

4. 	IN tile course of the same march I saw two other cases of 

the treatment ncoorled to T-er r,"- o roll rut. One wncl the case 

of a Lan in 	column 	who apparently wan attracted by 

the possibility of gettinn potatoes from an adjoining field. 

Ile loft the ranks and I happened to notice him bnnfling over an 

he V13 rullin[7, rotAtoon. Suddonly Vloro was the nrunl of a shot 



S 

and this man rolled over and did not move as.ain. The other 

case was :41.3o the case of a man ahead of me ir. thc column, 

tie appeared to collapse though oxhawItion. I saw one of 

the guards stab him in the thigh with a bayonet. tie was 

loft by the road side and I nover saw him again. 

	

5. 	17iien tho colt= 11:A3 just past a town Galled Aalst in 

tiel,;ium I fell out of the ranks with a severe attack of 

appendicitis. The treatment accorded to no was in direct 

contrast to the cases above montionea. I was taken back 

to Aalst to a civilian hospital and operated unon. When 

I had recovered I was sent with other prisoners of war to a 

Oarp at Aachen in ,:germany fl'CL: which I escaped on Juno lith, 

1041. 

	

8. 	1  did not find out the names of any of the guards who 

ill..treated prisoners of war nor was I able to identify their 

units. 

StOitti at 1, The Sanctuary  

E. PHADY 
• 

in the Cr.ourkty of Westminster 

the 10th day of September 	19 13 ) 

iiefore me, 

IfEIIRY L. JIOLTON 

Commissioner for Oaths 



RE TLiE SHOOTING OF 1T:0 BRITISH 
PRISONER::; OF WAR AND 	WOUNDING 
WITH A BAYONET OF ONE BRITISH 
PRISONER OF WAR 

Certified Copy/ 

AFFIDAVIT 

of — 

EDLUND PRADY, L.E., No.444691 
Probationer Corps of Liilitary 
Police (p). 

CERTII?IED to be a true copy of 
the original Affidavit. 

Dated this /36t.day of September, 1A3 
Storey's Gate, 

St. James's Park, 
London, S.W.1. 

THE TREASURY SOLICITOR 
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PARTICULARS OF A1.1,1.:(;H) 
00 

1. The following is one acount of the march from St. Valery-en- 
CRUX:- 

"For about nine days we were marching northwards on the way 
to Germany, as we were informed by German guards. We were carry-
ing no food and on the first day we received no rations. There-
after we were given daily one packet of British Army hard bis-
cuits amongst three men, and occasionally at the end of the day 
about half a pint of black liquid said to be coffee. If it had 
not been for a certain amount of food which was given to us by 
French civilians, it is difficult to see how we could have 
continued to support life. Our food was also supplemented to a 
small extent by potatoes and sugar beet which we managed to 
collect while resting at night and sometimes while on the march. 
This latter proceeding, however, was a very dangerous one as we 
had been warned against falling 'out and the guards were in the 
habit of firing indiscriminately on anyone who Tell out unless 
he had fainted or for other obvious reasons was unable to carry 
on. I recall in particular the case of a private of the Cameron 
Highlanders who fell out on the line of march about the 16th day 
of June near St. Pol, so far as I can remember, and made for a 
pile of sugar beet. He was shot at and fell. I do not know if he 
was killed. This was not an isolated case. To the best of my 
recollection I saw at least three or four similar cases. 

I also saw a German guard prod Private Stanley Westland of 
my Battalion with a bayonet ami hit him with a stick. Private 
Westland had collapsed. The efforts of our Comrade to escape the 
blows rained on him and the failure of the guard to make him pet 
up had a side to them which in our then weak state while being 
tragic seemed also slightly comic. A cousin of mine, Private 
Alexander Fraser Dunbar Harper, who was also in the lot Battalion 
of the Gordon Highlanders, laughed, with the result that the 
guard turned on him and attacked him savagely with the stick. 
Private Harper ran away but the guard pursued him hitting him 
viciously until he was able to escape by losing himself in the 
crowd of troops. 

On the 9th day of our march, I -1J,11 the 'said Privates 
Westland and Harper escaped". 

2. Other brief accounts reported in summary form by A.C. letter 
of 12.3. 41 were as follows :- 

"Had to rely for rood on generosity of inhabitants and at 
times when it was accepted the Germans fired at their lens" 

"I saw a German officer shoot 3 wounded solders" 

":4ade to double through villages at the bayonet point" 

"After capture we were marched 4 days towards Belgium sleepirrY 
every night, generally in the fields in the rain" 

"Our treatment on the whole was very harsh; we were marched 
20 to 30 kms. a day and received meagre rations...Lille first 
camp where me slept under a roof". 

"Our treatment by the German:' Inc,  extremely harsh. qt  times 
we were made to doubl^ along the road, which was particularly 
hard on many who were exhausted". 

"marched from Pt. '/alert' to Lille -?1-  "0 km?. per day "n' 
days from 6 a.m. till 4-7 p.m." 
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PARTICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT 

1. ArmY Council letter dated 12.7.41,alry referred to, (Ref. 
0103/2013) records a number of brief statements of information which 
had been received from prisoners of war, captured 12th June 1940 at 
St. Valery-en-Caux where the 	(Highland) Division made its last 
stand. 	These statements are noted under paragrinh 2 of "Partinulars 
of Alleged Crimes" 

The names of prisoners o" war resnonsible for these stat--nen+s 
are :- 	 • 

Sgt. Duncan 
Pte. Pearce 
Pte. -Ionaghan 
rvrs. :AcAnrus and Tull 

. Hughes 
:7gnms Sutton and Christie 
Dvr. Davison 
Dvr. Tilson 

2. An affidavit has been taken from L/Cpl. Dunbar, Argyll and 
Sutherland Highlanders, who. escaped after 9 days, was recantured 
and has since escaped. The statement quoted'under paragraph 1 of 
"Particulars of Alleged (.rime" is from that affidavit. 

The affidavit itself is attached to a later case in support of 
a charge of ill-treatment and wrongful imprisonment of Cpl. Dunbar 
(UK - G/B 47). Cpl. Dunbar, having escaped on the ninth day after 
capture, say 21st June, 1940, remained at large for three months 
and was then recaptured. 

3. There will, of course, be numerous witnesses from the Flat 
. Division to support the crimes alleged at the end of hostilities, 
when prisoners of war return to this country. 

4. An_ Affidavit has alo been taken from 7dmund Brady, 
formerly Lance-Corporal 7th Battalion, Royal Northumberland 
Fusiliers, also of the =1st Division. A cony is .attached. 

(Continued from page 4) 

to be a matter of policy or system which would be laid down by 
the High Command. 

The experiences were generally much the same, but it is 
considered that the most convenient procedure is to group them as 
far as possible by lines of march from point of capture. Besides 
facilitating the identification of those to be charged by local-
isin7 them, this method will give a fair chance to any who can 
show any attempt at fairer treatment to escape the general 
condemnation. 

st 

ly 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 

(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence ; 
(c) whether the case appears,'.to be reasonably complete.) 

This case, although not the earliest in point of time, is 
one of some twenty chargesp.or rather groups of charges, of ill-
treatment or prisoners of war captured in Northern France and 
Belgium ('.urine the campaign in 1940. 

The arrangement is broadly geographical along the coast, in 
the first instance, from south to north. 

The ill-treatment occurred on the various routes to railhead 
or waterway en route to prisoners of war camps in Germany. 

Although the number of witnesses at present available are 
few, careful investigation by the War Office and examination of 
witnesses by the National Office leaves no doubt that a large-
number of grave charges will be substantiated. 

The cumulative effect of these against the Section of the 
Higher Command in charge of arrangements relating to prisoners 
of war and responsible for their treatment in accordance with the 
Geneva Convention of 1929 relating to the treatment of prisoners 
of war, and their area or sectional deputies,' will be serious, The 
actions of officers and men in immediate charge of prisoners of 
war was such that no pleas of superior orders, if pleaded, could 
be admitted to relieve them of responsibility. 

These charges go to prove discrimination against British 
prisoners of war which accords with the presumption raised by the 
evidence of Lieutenant Arthur.Fleischmann of the Czecho-Slovak 
Army given in his affidavit attached to UK - G/13.28 (-aurder of 
Captain E.N.L. Hart). 

The fact that French prisoners of war in much larger numbers 
were comparatively well provided with food, as will in due course 
emerge, tends to prove that the virtual starvation of British 
prisoners of war and the inadequate arrangements for their 
accommodation was deliberate. 

It is not to be supposed that German organisation would 
have failed for several days before a demand to feed and accommo-
date British prisoners of war amounting to some 10% of the 
number which the German High Command expected to capture. 

No doubt is entertained that the harsh treatment ranging from 
assault to murder will be established when the time arrives. 

It is submitted that such universal breach of the usages and 
laws of warfare in Northern France and_pelgium Cannot be regarded 
as the. responsibility of junior °Moil, non-commissioned offi-
cers and men of the German Army in immediate contact. Blame must 
be apportioned between all ranks, from the officer in supreme 
direction of arrangements regarding prisoners of war downwards. 

It may be that responsibility should go still higher than the 
senior officer concerned with prisoners of war, since these charges 
in the aggregate will be found to amount to a grave indictment of 
German method which would appear to involve the High Command in 
contradistinction to the section of the High Command immediately 
involved. The mass ill-treatment of prisoners of war would seem 

(Continued on page 3) 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 	
0 

(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence ; 
(c) whether the case appearsr,to be reasonably complete.) 

This case,, although not the earliest in point of time, is 
one of some twenty chareesp.or rather groups of charges, of ill-
treatment of prisoners of war captured in Northern France and 
Belgium '.urine the campaign in 1940. 

The arrangement is broadly eeoeraphical alone the coast, in 
the firet instance, from south to north. 

The ill-treatment occurred on the various routes to railhead 
or waterway en route to prisoners of war camps in Germany. 

Although the number of witnesses at present available are 
few, careful investigation by the War Office and examination of 
witnesses by the National Office leaves no doubt that a large.  
number of grave charges will be substantiated. 

The cumulative effect of these against the Section of the 
Higher Command in charge of arrangements relating to prisoners 
of war and responsible for their treatment in accordance with the 
Geneva Convention of 1929 relating to the treatment of prisoners 
of war, and their area or sectional deputies, will be serious, The 
actions of officers and men in immediate charge of prisoners of 
war was such that no pleas of superior orders, if pleaded, could 
be admitted to relieve them of responsibility. 

These charges go to prove discrimination against British 
prisoners of war which accords with the presumption raised by the 
evidence of Lieutenant Arthur. Fleischmann of the Ceecho-Slovak 
Army given in his affidavit attached to UK - G/B.28 (Aurder of 
Captain E.N.L. Hart). 

The fact that French prisoners of Ter in much larger numbers 
were comparatively well provided with food, as will in due course 
emerge, tends to prove that the virtual starvation of British 
prisoners of war and the inadequate arrangements for their 

.accommodation was deliberate. 

It is not to be supposed that German organisation would 
have failed for several days before a demand to feed and accommo-
date British prisoners of war amountite to some 10% of the 
number which the German High Command expected to capture. 

No doubt is entertained that the harsh treatment ranging from 
assault to murder will be established when the time arrives. 

It is submitted that such universal breach of the usages and 
laws of warfare in Northern France and3elgium cannot be regarded 
as the responsibility of junior officer, non-commissioned offi-
cers and men of the German Army in immediate contact. Blame must 
be apportioned between all ranks, from the officer in supreme 
direction of arrangements regarding prisoners of war downwards. 

It may be that responsibility should co still higher than the 
senior officer concerned with prisoners of war, since these charges 
in the aggregate will be found to amount to a grave indictment of 
German method which would appear to involve the High Command in 
contradistinction to the section of the High Command immediately 
involved. The mass ill-treatment of prisoners of "tar would seem 

(Continued on page :1) 
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UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 
ON1T.Z rdNGDOM CHARGES AGAINST. 

CHARGE No. UK - G/I3 30 

WAR CRIMINALS 

   

     

Names and units mown; positions from which approximate 
inferred, as follows: 
1. General officer or officers commanding German division 
operating in the neighbourhood of Paris Plage on or about 
1940. 
2. Officers commanding units of said division or divisions who cap-
tured British officers and other ranks in operations aforesaid and 
were responsible for their treatment until transfer to appropriate 
divisional personnel. 
3. Provost Marshal or Provost Marshals or other officer or officers 
deputed by the G.O.C. or G.O.C's aforesaid to receive and escort such 
prisoners of war to Army control or entrainment to P/w camps in 
Germany under conditions required by laws and usages of war. 
J. Officers and other ranks whether of' provost or unit personnel or 
personnel of L. of C. guard battalions charged with the escort duties. 

30. rank may be 

or divisions 
31st May 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

On or about 31st  ,day 1940 and following days. 

On...route 	of 	 march from Paris Plage passing through places 
of which the following were particularly noted, namely, 

Montreuil,  Hesdin, Frev3nt, Aubigny, Bethune, and 

Doullens. 

No. xxix. 	Ill-treatment of prisoners  of  war. 

The acts complained of constitute breaches of Article 

2 of the Geneva Convention, 1929, relating to the 

treatment of prisoners of war.  

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

British prisonere of war were taken on a circular march 
which one witness described as passing through aontrouil, Hasdin, 
irevant, Aubigny, Bethune, Aubigny and Doullens. 	The intention 
seemed to be to impress the local inhabitants with the number of 
prisoners and to humili!-Ate the prisoners. 

'j'}tANSM (TIED BY 

• Inta:..rt serial number under which the case is registered hi the lib s of the National' Office of the accusing State. 
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1 ).\1:TICULAI?S OF M.I.F(;111) 11:1)1k 

Private Harper, who was captured on or about 28th May, 
1940, at Paris PlagJ, gave a description of his experiences, of 
which the Following is an extract :- 

"starting 31st May via ,,ontreuil, Hesdin, v'revent, 
Aubigny, Bethune, Aubigny, Doullens, we did a six...day march... 
This circular march was made by the Germans with the intention 
of impressing the local inhabitants with the number of prison-
ers. We heard that other columns had preceded us and had been 
compelled to do the same thing and in some cases had returned 
three times to the same camp. There was no doubt that this 
propaganda march had its effect on the morale of the local 
population." 

No other detail is at present available. But it is to be 
inferred that the return march to Aubigny from Bethune proceeded 
by a different route to that taken when going to Bethune. 

Furthermore Aubigny could riot be reached from Frevent except 
by way of St. Pol or Arras, nor Bethune from Aubigny except by 
way of one or other of these places. 

Again Doullens is at the southern angle of a triangle 
made by St. Pol, Arras and Doullens, while Aubigny is on the 
St.Pol . Arras road, which makes the northern side of the 
triangle from which Doullens could only be reached by way of 
Arras or St. Pol. 

Clearly the description is in.:omplete but the map shows 
the several places mentionad in ouch relationship to each other 
as to boar out a march such as is described. 
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PARTICULARS OF .\1.1.1.:(;FD CRIME 

Oh, 
Private Harper, wno was captured on or about 28tn ;day, 

1940, at Paris Plage, gave a description 0:: his experiences, of 
which the Following is an extract :- 

"Starting 31st iday via ..iontreuil, aesuin, irovent, 
Aubigny, Bethune, Aubigny, Doullens, we uld a six-day march... 
This circular march was made by the Germans with the intention 
of impreasinL the local inhabitants with the number of prison-
ers. We heard that other columns had preceded us and had been 
compelled to do the same thing and in some cases had returned 
three times to the same camp. There was no doubt that this 
propaganda march had its effect on the morale of the local 
population." 

No other detail is at present available. But it is to be 
inferred that the return march to Aubigny from Bethune proceeded 
by a differint route to that taken when going to Bethune. 

Furthermore Aubigny coulu not be reached from Prevent except 
by way of St. Pol or Arras, nor Bethune from Aubigny except by 
way of one or other of these places. 

Again Doullens is at the southern angle of a triangle 
made by St. Pol, Arras and Doullens, while Aubigny is on the 
St.Pol 	Arras roan, which makes the northern side of the 
triangle from which Doullens could only be reaohed by way of 
Arras or St. Pol. 

Clearly the description is in:omplete but the map shows 
the several places mentioned in such relationship to each other 
as to boar out a march such as is described. 
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PARTICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT 

Private Harper will be available. Details of his 
examination are contained in A.C. letter of the 12/3/41, reference 
of whi,h is 0103/2913 entitled "Ill-treatment on march from France 
or Belgium into Germany.°  

The letter collects ls reports on different routes, 8 of 
which were reported by prisoners of war captured at St. Valery-
en.Caux, which are collected in the last case numoered UK -G/ B 29 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 

(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence ; . 
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

In addition to imposing a duty to treat prisoners of war 
humanely, Article 2 of the Geneva Convention 1929, relating to 
prisoners of war very clearly enjoins on the captor the duty of 
protecting prisoners of war from insults and from public 
curiosity. 

It is submitted that this is clearly a case within the 
meaning of this article. 

i4oreover it is to be supposed that on this route of march, 
as others, there was inhumane treatment. 

It is expected that considerable further evidence will be 
available in regard to the treatment of prisoners of war on this 
route which will admit of a strong case against the accused, 
both on grounds of inhumanity and exposing them to humiliation. 

This case may not be considered of great importance in 
itself. Its value is the contrioution it makes to the general 
picture, with the possibility of its being greatly strengthened. 

• 
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UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 
UNITED iiINUD)M 	.CHARGES AGAINST G &EWAN WAR CRDI I N ALS 

  

CHARGE No. UK 	GIB. 30 	* 

The.name, rank and units of accused persons are unknown 
but the .locused should be identifiable by their positions, 
which were as follows 

(1) The officer or officers in supreme direction of the 
provisionine, and transfer to Germany of prisoners or war 
captured in Northern France-and Belgium in gay and.June, 
1940. 	  
(2) The officer or officers in command of the area which 
included the route or routes of march uy which prisoners 
of war captured at Paris Plage on or about 31st May,  1940 
were marched until entrained for Germany. 
-(3) The 	officer- or officers 	in charge of 	the-route or 
routes by which  prisoners of war from Paris Plage were 
marched to the point of entrainment to Germany. 
-(4) Officers 	and other ranks 	in 	immediate control-of 
prisoners of war on till route or routes of march afore.. 
said. 

accused, his 
nd unit, or 
)osition. 

translated.) 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

On or about 31st itay  1940 and following days. 

on routa ... or march from Paris Plage  passing through places 
of which the following were particularly noted, namely, 

Montrsuil,  Hesdin,  Frevent, Aubigny, Bethune, and 

Doullens. 

No. xxix. - Ill...treatment of prisoners of war. 

The acts complained of constitute breaches of Article 

2 of the Geneva Oonvention, 1929,  relating to the 

treatment of prisoners of war. 	 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rc It -
vant provisions (11 
national law. 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

British prisoners or war were taken on a circular march 
which one witness described as passing through iAontrauil, Heudin, 
irevant, Aubigny, Bethune, Aubigny and DoullenI3. 	The intention 
seemed to be to impress the local inhabitants with the number of 
prisoners anl to humiliAe the prisoners. 

TRANSM 1771 ll Iil ... 

• Ins?rt serial number antler which the case is registered in the tilts of the National Office of the accusing State. 

013591 n1.1'.150 1120 	500 1 44 A.:, 	 (p.685 
os9211 %%1.1'.1s17 1..1139 ammo 3 11 
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UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 
UNIT.4 	 ..... ..CHARGES AGAINST. WAR CRIMINALS 

CHARGE No. Wi - G/11. 	* 

Naiaes and units ,unknown; positions from 
inferred, as follows: 
1. General officer or officers 
operating in the neighbourhood 
19244 
2. Officers commanding units of said division or divisions who cap-
tured British officers and other ranks in operations aforesaid and 
were responsible for their treatment until transfer to appropriate 
divisional personnel. 
3. Provost Marshal or Provost Marshals or other officer or officers 
deputed by the G.O.C. or G.O.C's aforesaid to receive and escort such 
prisoners of war to Array control or entrainment to PAY comps in 
Germany under conditions required by laws and usages of war. 
4.. Officers and other ranks whether of provost or unit personnel or 
personnel of L. of C. guard battalions charged with the escort duties. 

which approximate rank may be i  

oomnandini, German division or divisionz 
of Paris Plage on or about 31st May 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

On  or about 31st ,say 1940 ana following days. 

On_route_of march from Paris Plage passing through  plac3s 
of which the following were particularly noted, namely, 

Liontreuill   Hesdin Frevant, Aubigny, Bethune, and 

Doullens. 

No. xxix. 	Ill.treatment  of prisoners of war. 

The acts complained of constitute breaches of Article 

2 of the Geneva Convention, 1929, relating to the 

treatment of prisoners of War. 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

British prisoner6 of war were taken on a circular march 
which one witness described as passing through Montreuil, Hesdin, 
Frevant, Aubigny, Bethune, Aubigny and Doulleno. 	The intention 
seemed to be to impress the local inhabitants with the number of 
prisoners and to humili,J.te the prisoners. 

TRANSMITTED BY 

• Ins2rt serial number under which the case is registered in the this of the National Office of the accusing State. 

rnr:.1.21 	r. 	11_u 	:owl 	t 14 	, 1_11 1.t I Cip.685 
(2co...! 	r I' 1%17 I'.i 139 	5100 	.111 
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PARTICULARS OF 	 I: 

Ob% 
Private Harper, who was captured on or about 28th :itay, 

1940, at Paris Plage, gave a description of his experiences, of 
which the following is an extract :- 

"Starting 31st iLlay via ..iontrouil, Hesdin, v'revent, 
Aubigny, Bethune, Aubigny, Doullans, we did a six-day march... 
This circular march was made by the Germans with the intention 
of impressing the local inhabitants with the number of prison-
ers. We heard that other columns had preceded us and had been 
compelled to do the same thing and in some cases had returned 
three times to the same camp. There was no doubt that this 
propaganda march had its effect on the morale of the local 
population." 

No other detail is at present available. But it is to be 
inferred that the return march to Aubigny from Bethune proceeded 
by a different route to that taken when going to Bethune. 

Furthermore Aubigny could not be reached from Frevent except 
by way of St. Pol or Arras, nor Bethune from Aubigny except by 
way of one or other of these places. 

Again Doullens is at the southern angle of a triangle 
made by St. Pol, Arras and Doullens, while Aubigny is on the 
St.Pol - Arras road, which makes the northern side of the 
triangle from which Doull3no could only be reached by way of 
Arras or St. Pol. 

Clearly the description is in:omplate but the map shows 
the several places mentioned in such relationship to each other 
as to boar out a march such as is described. 
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PARTICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT 

Private Harper will be available. Details of his 
examination are contained in A.C. letter of the 12/3/41, reference 
of whi h is 0103/2913 entitled "Ill-treatment on march from France 
or Belgium into Germany.a  

The letter collects 16 reports on different routes, 8 of 
which were reported by prisoners of war captured at St. Valery-
en.Caux, which are collected in the last case numpered UK -G/ B 29 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 

(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence; . 
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

In addition to imposing a duty to treat prisoners of war 
humanely, Article 2 of the Geneva Convention l92g, relating to 
prisoners of war very clearly enjoins on the captor the duty of 
protecting prisoners of war from insults and from public 
curiosity. 

It is submitted that thin is clearly a case within the 
meaning of this article. 

Moreover it is to be supposed that on this route of march, 
as others, there was inhumane treatment. 

It is expected that considerable further evidence will be 
available in regard to the treatment of prisoners of war on this 
route which will admit of a strong case against the accused, 
both on grounds of inhumanity and exposing them to humiliation. 

This case may not be considered of great importance in 
itself. Its value is the contribution it makes to the general 
picture, with the possibility of its being greatly strengthened. 



1341uKiGor 

Ofro 	dt)tt.GA 

et:crab, 4.:4 	 p 44=A 

3 trfr_otto) 	it erw•G 

f ;vto 	ea,/ 	• 

	

Jc brvt;iti 	 (Ayi., 	kut4;itex, 

	

6.114 	 c 
I)) 



(For the Use of the Secretariat)  

Registered Number. 	 Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

(; '1 U N 1344 

 

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 

UNITD KINGDLLI CHARGES AGAINST_ Li4340_. _ 	WAR CRIMINALS 

CHARGE No. U.K - . 

   

     

_The. name, rank and units of 	accueed_persone_are_unknown 
but the accused should be identifiable by their 
positions, whichwere as follows :- 
(1) The officer or offiCera in supreme  direction of 
provisioning and transfer to Germany of prisoners of 
war-captured -inNorthern-France-and Helium-in"May and 
June,1940 	  
(2) The officer or officers in command of the area which 
included -theroute or routen- of march by-which 

_prisonere 	of war oaptured. at 	Boulogne. mor 	about 23rd 
May 1940 were marched until entrained. for Germany. 
(3) The officer or officers in charge of the 	route or 
routes by which prisoners of war from_Boulogne_wera 
marched to the point of entrainment to Germany . 
(4)- Offioere and otherranks in immediate"zontrol of 
prisoners of 	war 	on. the_route 	or_routes_of_march afore- 
said. 

f accused, his 
nd unit, or 
3osition. 

be translahil.) 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

On or  about 23.rd .May 	1.940 	and following. 4ayau, 	 
On route of march  passing  from Joulogne  by way 	of  

Montreuil and Hesdin.. 	 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

No. xxix 	Ill.treatment cq..prieoners of war. 	 

The acts complained of_bonstitute infringement. of 
Articles 2  and 7 of the  Geneva Convention, 1929 	 
relating to the treatment of prisoners of. war. 	 

• ..... 	• .• 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

British prisoners of war were marched about 40 Kilometres, 
halted for one hour and then marched another 30 Kilometres. 

THANSM 111F D BY 

• litIty,rl serial number 	 h th."is is  ".14i 5 t,.".4 i ti  th.•hi,s 	di:  N. .,thrial (Mice 	 acctisilict Slat. 

v....1 
1%1139 Z,3 	. 



On or about  23r4.iday.1940 	and  followin6. days.. 	 
On route of march  passing from 3oulogne by way 	of  

.Uontreuil and_Hesdin. 	 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

No. xxix 	ill-treatment 	pri3oners of war. 

The agta. gomp1ained_or Conatit4te  infringement _of 

Articles 2 and 7 of the Geneva Convention,.. 1929 ....... 

.relating to .the.. treatment of_priaonera_of_war. ........... 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

(For the Use of the Secret(iriat)  

Registered Number. 

f34/10eIGP P  

 

Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

( ,L14 1844 

 

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 
UNITED  KINGDOM 	.CHARGES AGAINST 	di:;i1,1111; 	.WAR CRIMINALS 

	

CHARGE N. U.K 	(11./B 

31. 
Names and units unknown; positions from which approximate rank may be 
inferred, as follows: 
1. General Officer or officers commanding German division or divisions 
operating in the neighbourhood of Boulogne on or about 23rd May 1940. 
2. Officers commanding units of said division or divisions who 
captured British officers and other ranks in operations aforesaid and 
were responsible for their treatment until transfer to appropriate 
divisional personnel. 
3. Provost Marshal or Provost liarshals or other officer or officers 
deputed by the G.O.C. or G.O.C's aforesaid to receive and escort such 
prisoners of war to Army control or entrainment to P/W camps in 
Germany under conditions required by laws and usages of war. 
4. Officers and other ranks whether of rrovost or unit Personnel or 
personne; of L. of C. guard battalions charged with the escort duties. 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

British prisoners of war were marched about 40 Kilometres, 
halted for one hour and then marched another 30 Kilometres. 

.1.1t.-kNSNI r1 i I'D BY 

• Insert serial number under which the case is registered In the files of the National Office of the accusing State. 

(26.,:t2 	 1100 	500 I 41 	\%.1_t I 	(p.683 
%, 	1.1139 5.11011 3 
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PARTICULARS OF ALLEGED CRIME 

R.S.L. Hayes, who was captured on or about 23rd ::lay, 1940,0 
at Boulogne, is recorded as having stated as follows :- 

"We wore marched a uistance of about over 40 401H. stopped 
1 hour then marched another 30 Kms." 

He gave the route of march as 	ontrauii to Hesdin. 

Reference to the map shows that from Boulogne to .dontreuil 
is 36 Kilometres which approximates to the witness' estimate, 
whether about or over 40 kilometres. The next stage, if that 
stage is from Ilontreuil to Hesdin, is 22 kilometres as against an 
estimate of 30 Kilometres. That would mean a total of 58 
Kilometres or over 36 miles, as against the witness' estimate of 
70 Kilometres or over 43 miles. 

• 



   

Page 3 

PARTICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN. SUPPORT 

 

• Hayes will be available and details o: his 
examination, extract from which is quoted under "Particulars of 
alleged crime" , are contained in A.C. letter of the 12/3/41, 

reference of which is 0103/2913 entitled "Ill.treatmont on march 
from Franca or Belgium into Germany". 

1 

 

The evidence of other prisoners of war captured at Boulogne 
will become available at the and of the war. 



Page 4 

NOTES ON THE CASE 

(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision (h) t he probable defence ;. 
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

In this case, so far as appears at present, the offence is 
primarily one under Article 7 of the Geneva Convention 1929 
relating to the treatment of prisoners of war. 

The last paragraph of that Article is as follows 

"The evacuation of prisoners on foot shall in normal 
circumstances be effected by stages of not more than 20 
kilometres per day, unless the necessity for reaching water 
and food depots requires longer stages" 

The day's march in this case,after days of exhausting 
fighting, was three times the stipulated distance, and there is 
no reason to suppose that the length of march can be brought 
within the exception. 

Judging from other cases there is likely to be much more 
in the case than at present appears. The nearest railhead was 
Arras, 55 kilometres on and it is unlikely that military 
requirements would have permitted this comparatively early en-
trainment. No useful purpose, however, is served by conjecture 
pending the availability of further and more detailed evidence. 

• 
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STOREY'S GATE, 

ST. JAMES'S PARK, 

LONDON, S.V.I. 

PHBK/HBD 
Letters should he addressed to— 

THE TREASURY SOLICITOR, 

and the 	 f et-owe quoted on !be 
e ,rrr 	!hr /eller: 

WEB/III(a) 

elephone 	: \\III IEHALI  1121 
LXTENSIO : 33 

Telegraphic Arklress "PRoc roitsx, LON 

Code wed: A.B.C. 6TH F.DsT., 5 letter. 
29 August 1945 

-:CEIVED 

1-: SEP 1945 

•, • 
Sir 

GERMAN 'AJAR CRIMES  

UK—G/B 32 
7nited Nations '.'far Crimes Reference 135/UK/G 32 

The attached copy affidavit of BSM H J 
Prince is forwarded for inclusion with the above 
Charge. 

There are seven further copies for use 
of Committee I, but it is understood that the 
Committee does not wish to receive copies until 
all further evidence can be made available for the 
purpose of putting the accused on the Committee's 
List. Should the name of the accused already be 
on the Commission's List it is understood that 
Committee I is not interested in further evidence 
and in such cases this Office limits itself to 
sending evidence to you for the copy of the case 
in your Pile. 

I am Sir 
Your obedient Servant 

Officer i/c- 4ar 'rimes Branch 

Treasury Solicitor's Jepartment 
The Secretary General 

United Nations War Crimes Commission 
Church House SW 1 
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leged crime. 
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crimes list. 

. 
r0.771.".% I11 —

. 	- 

o, 4, ft, 
In", 

; v.+ 1,-; , 	art _4. 
gro 

References to rele-
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UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 

CHARGES A6.1IN:7-T 

CHARGE N 

WAK CRIMINALS 

  

and units unk.own; positions frcr, which 	Late rank r..1.7 
inferred., as follows: 
1. General officer or officers c-IrrIp.aditz Gemar. divis.d.= or iivisic. 
operating in the neighbourhood of Calais on or al-Q-..rt 26th 1"..ay 194.C. 
2. Officers cxruanding unites of said iivisicr o divisims who cap-
tured British officers and other ranks in ....-pera.t.=s a.fcL-esaid arcl 
were responsible for their tre atrent until tr-e._- sfer to 
divisional personnel. 
3. Provost Marshal or Provost Larshals or other -offiot-r. o' offt_ct.rs 
deputed by the G.C.C. or 7..C.Cts aforesaid to receive 	escat. 
such prisoners of war to Army control or errtrpi,v--s.r.t 
Germany udder conditions required by laws and usages of 1r . 

4.. Officers and other ranks whether of 1..rovost 	pers.„..ael 
personnel of L. of C. guard battal'icrs charged with 	escort  
5. Army Cc:manlier, Area Occr.andant or Officer '..3ri-v-.A.niring Land or 
Inland Water Transport responsible for xrre.o.'. treautent 
between E..::. 4. and P/1i cars ir. relatioL to above T.risoners. 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

7ri+Ish 	 o' 
sortInuously 'or r-  hours 
fsvry or. 	 Thr,r 
marr;h1 anor 
no 	 g*'111 1  

'rrt 
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• Ins...rt serial number under which the rase is registered in the files of the Natianal Office td the 
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PARTICULARS OF ALLEGED CRIME 

711' particulars of the allel7cd crime arc contained in 
the affidavit of No. 6,042,909 Corporal David Hosin7ton,D.1.:!., 
Kin7ts Royal Rifle Corps, s.:orn 10th Soptember 194, copy of 
w 	ie at ached hereto. 

(Continued from Page 1.) 

:Aurder, unlawful wovnding, neglect of duty and cruelty towards 
persons in the control of the accused, and therefore helpless 
persons, 2nd assault. 
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PARTICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT 

Corporal Hosinr-ton will be availlp tnl in hi 	r.ce his 
affidavit will be o!fered in evidi.nce. 

Other priPonerP of war taken at Callis will also be available. 

Corporal Hosinc-ton's affidavit, reflects conditions which one 
would suppose were ineurportable. F. was much pressed to ensure 
that there was no exaggeration. 

r 1%. 	Since detailed information has become available of the march 
tAr..ataan Corporal Hosinrrton's account of ..the ':larch from alai 
,..;aso -; to sound improbable. 

Corporal Hosington's military record and his personality 
give the impression of a keen sense of responsibility and 
sincerity. 

• 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 

(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence ; 
(c) whether the case appears:to be reasonably complete.) 

This case provides a forcible illuptration of the 
discrimination against British prisoners of war foreshadowed 
in the statement of the German soldier to Lieutenant Arthur 
Fleischmann of the Czecho Slovak Army when for some half 
hour, a prisoner of war. That statement was that Germany had 
no quarrel with Czecho-Slovakia or even with France . The 
real enemy was England. He concluded with the phrase: "Die 
Englander traken die Schuld an %Hem Ubel and mussen vernichtet 
werden" (see affidavit attached UK - G/B 28) 

411 
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On or about 'Oth June 	1940 	w' rollawing_days 	 
On_route_of_march_from_Dunouerque 	passim,   throuah-the 
lemon lines towards Bele.lum en route to (lemony.  

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

`7o, 7.7-1-.  Ill-treatment of  prisoners of war. 	 

The ants complained of  constitute beach of laws 	and 
usazes'of warfare and in particular infringement of 

-Arti-clee.  2, 	/, 	and-m4-of-the-0erieva-eTonventiod, 
19'7"q,  relotinrr to +he tratmenf of 	prieonerm or  war. 

(Iontinued on pocre 7.1 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

(For the Use of the Secretariat)  

Registered Number. Date of receipt in Secretariat. 
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UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 

CHARGES AGAINST 

CHARGE No. "•':•- '7 A3 	* 

WAR CRIMINALS 

   

Manes and units unknown; positions, from which approximate rank may 
33. 	 be inferred, as follows: 

1. General officer or officers commanding German division or divisicns 
operating in the neighbourhood of Dunkirk on or about 20th June 194.0. 
2. Officers commanding units of said division or divisions who cap-
tured British officers and other ranks in operations aforesaid and 
were responsible for their treatment until transfer to appropriate 
divisional personnel. 
3. Provost Marshal or Provost Marshals or other officer or officers 
deputed by the G.O.C. or G.O.Cls aforesaid to receive and escort such 
prisoners of war to Army control or entrainment to PA camps in 
Germany under cc editions required by laws and usages of war. 
4.. Officers and other ranks whether of provost or unit personnel or 
personnel of L. of C. guard battalions charged with the escort duties. 
5. Army Cannander, Area Commandant or Officer Ccinuanding Land or 
Inland Water Transport responsible for correct treatment of PAY 
between A.H.q. and P/W camps in relation to above prisoners. 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

Bri 
with food 
if they. t  

night in 

fish prisonerP of war were not adequately supplied 
, and in some instances were struck with leather whips 
ook rood from the local inhabitants. They slept at 
fields. 

THAN i I1TED BY 	  

• Irs .•rt serial number under which the case is registered in the files of the National Office of the accosiag State. 

(191: 	 t I:0 	5INI 	I I I 	t. 	I .3 It I 	( p.685 
t.,A,•J21, 	tt t 	1%1139 5,1poo 3 11 
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PARTICULARS OF ALLEGED CRIME 

Private Astley, who was captured on 20th June, 1940, at 
Dunkirk, pave a description of his experiences, of which the ' 
followin7 are extracts :- 

"Food was scarce 	Prisoners or war were able to 
obtain rood from local inhabitants, but this depended 
on the 7uards. In some cases leather whips were used 
if food was taken from local inhabitants 	slept 
at night in fields". 

No other detail is at present available. 

(Continued from page 1). 

(4) Officers and other ranks in immediate control of prisoners 
of war on the route or routes of march aforesaid. 
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PARTICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT 

• Private Astlev will be available. Details 0-P his 
examination are contained in A.(1. letter of the 1V7/41, 
reference of which is 0107/291 entitled "Ill-treatment on 
march from France or Belrrium into Germany." 

It is presumeA that further evidence will be available 
from other prisoners of. war captured at Dunkirk. 

(Continued from page 1). 

Assault and nerrlect of duty towards persons in the 
control or the accused and therefore defenceless 
persons. 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 

(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence; 
(c) whether the case appearsto be reasonably complete.) 

ale 

This case is just one or a series of cases which adds a 
few strokes to the picture or German barbarity and discrimin-
ation against British prisoners of war. 

Victory seemed to be in sight. The cumulative effect of 
the evidence justifies the inference, it is submitted, that the 
Germans had a particular hatred of the Bri3h to which they 
could give effect with impunityt  4.4 Mt. 	•-v VA -54-t% 



(For the ('Sc' of MC SCCICialiiii) 

Registered Number. 	 Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

oft 

136 vg CI 33 	 1344  

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 

 

.CHARGES AGAINST " 7")T.A.N 	WAR CRIMINALS 

   

CHARGE No.  U.K.- 0/7  * 

The name, rank and units or acnus0d nereone are unknown 
but the accused shollid be  identifiable 	by 	their 	ponlIions, 
which were as follows :- 
fil-The-officer-or-offtnerft In 	supreme 	dir-ctin 6P-The 
provisionin.d 	 and transfer toZermany..ar 	prisoners-of  war 
captured in Northern ranee ond 7p1n- ium in 'Tay and June, 
1.40 	  
(P) The 	officer or 	officers in command of the area• which 
included the route or routes or march by which prisoners 
of -war 	captured 	at Dunkirk 	on 20th 	June 	1940, were 
marched on 	their 	way 	toB.elTium.en.route 	to Germany 
through the German linel. p7)....The 	officer or 	officern in 	charge 	Of the route or 
routes 	or 	sections  of 	route .or 	routes_by 	which-prisoners 
or war from Dunkirk were marched to the point of 
entrainment 	to  

(Continued. on parte. 2..) 

of accused, his 
and unit, or 

1 position. 

o be translated.) 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

On or al)out 20th June 1940 and rollowing days 	 

On_route_of_march_from_Dunaueraue 	paasinv  thmuah-the 
German lines towards Belpium en route to (lemony.  

No.  X71.X.  Ill-treatment of  prisoners of war. 	 

The its complained  of 	constItUte breach of lawn 	and 
usages of warfare and in particular infringement of 
Artinies--2, 	/4 10,11 	and m4 	of  
19" c, 	 tr-9tment of 	prisaners_or war. 

((1ontinued on porre 7.) 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

British prisoners of war w-re not adequately supplied 
with food, and in some instances were struck with leather whips 
it they took rood from the local inhabitants. They slept at 
nirrht in fields. 

TRANSM ITTFD BY 	  

• Insert serial number under which the case is registered in the tiles of the National Office of the accusing State. 

(24052) WI. P.1505 I NO 	54M) 1 1 I 	 Cp.685 
121t9211 11't.P.IN1: 1'.1139 5,4081 3 



011  or 9'.).0Ut_20th.June_1940 	f'ollow.ing days 	 
0n route.ofmarch.frompunauerque 	passing 	through-the 

9n  lines towards Belrrium en route to (lemony.  

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

Nn. 	r. Ill-treatment of  prisoners of war. 	 

ants oomplainnd or  oonetitute breach. of laws 	and 
usages of warfare and in particular infringement. of 
Articles 2, 	/, 	10,11 	and m4 	of-the Gedeva rxwmentlon, 
19P9,  relatinr, to  +he  +T ,i+mr.n+ of 	priennare_of war. 

(!lortinued on page 7.) 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

(For the ( •se of the Secretariat)  

Registered Number. 	 Date of receipt in Secretariat. 
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UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 

IIARGES AGAINST 	 .WAR CRIMINALS 

CHARGE Nn. 	 77* 

Names and units unknown; positions, fruit which approximate rank may 
33. 	 be inferred, as follows; 

10 General officer or officers commanding German division or divisicns 
operating in the neighbourhood of Dunlcirk on or about 20th June 1940. 
2. Officers cauraancling units of said division or divisions who cap-
tured British officers and other ranks in operations aforesaid and 
were responsible for their treatment until transfer to appropriate 
divisional personnel. 
3. Provost Marshal or Provost Marshals or other officer or officers 
deputed by the G.O.C. or G.O.Cts aforesaid to receive and escort such 
prisoners of war to Army control or entrainment to PA camps in 
Germany under conditions required by laws and usages of war. 
4. Officers and other ranks whether of provost or unit personnel or 
personnel of L. of C. guard battalions charged with the escort duties. 
5. Army Comander, Area Cctoraandant or Officer Commanding Land. or 
Inland Water Transport responsible for correct treatment of PAY 
between A.H.g. and P/W camps in relation to above prisoners. 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

British prisoners of war were not adenuately supplied 
with food, am in some instances were struck with leather whips 
if they took . rood from the local inhabitants. They slept at 
nirrht in fielOs. 

TkANsM117ED BY 

• Ins ,rt 5yri.11 number under %%Inch the case is registered in the files of the National Office of the accusing Slate. 

(26952) 	Wr.i• I I . 11.20 	:ono 	1 I I  

(20921) 	1Vt 1'1.1; 1'.1139 5;1,10 3 
1).6 tiS 
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1).11:TICULAI:S 	.11.1.1.,(;11) (11A11., 

Privat Astley, who was captured on ?0th June, 1940, at 
Dunkirk, gave a description of his exTeriences, of which the 
followinr,  are extracts :- 

"Food was scarce 	Prisoners of war were able to 
obtain food from local inhabitants, but this depended 
on the 'uards. In some cases leather whips were used 
if food was taken from local inhabitants 	slept 
at night in fields". 

No other detail is at present available. 

(Oontinued from page 1). 

(4) Officers anti other ranks in immediate control of prisoners 
of war on +he route or routes of march aforesaid. 



Page 3 

pAR-ricuLARs OF EVIDENCE IN st . ppora 

Private Astlev will be available. Details or his 
examination are contained in A.C. letter of the 1r-17/41, 
reference of which is 0107/2917 entitled "Ill-trtment on 
march from prance or Bel7ium into Germany." 

It is presumeA that further evidence will be available 
from other prisoners or war captured at Dunkirk. 

S 

(Continued from page 1). 

Assault and ne!,lect of duty towards persons in the 
control of the accused and therefore defenceless 
persons. 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 

(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence ; 
(c) whether the case appears:to be reasonably complete.) 

This case is just one or a series of cases which adds a 
few strokes to the picture of German barbarity and discrimin-
ation against British prisoners of war. 

Victory seemed to be in sit-'ht. The cumilative effect of 
the evidence justifies the inference, it is submitted, that the 
Germans had a particular hatred of the Bri'ih to which they 
could crive effect with impunity, 4.4 tr.f•• 	 •-•.5 
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(For the USE of the Secretariat) 

Registered Number. 	 Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

4,14. 	f37/UK/C/31  

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 

... 	 WAR CRIMINALS 

CHARGE No. tr" - e./7.- r4  * 

The nqme, rarr,  an' units of ar.-sed persons srP un7-110r, 
ed, his 	but 	the 	aocused should 	be idertiflable .by  thalr 
lit, or or tiers, which Were as follows :- 
L 	-tl) The 	Officer 	or 	orriemrP 	tniri 	Aion 	or'thp 

proJd_sioniarr lnd transfer  to  Germany 	o." r:-4 -0nprs...of 
slated.) 	war captured in rorthern Franc,,' or-': n-1 	4r -sy and. 

June T140 	  
(") Tho.officer 	or 	officers in_command 	anna_which 
included +lac-,  rout's or rout-e of march IT,- "!h7h nrisoners 
OYlar eTtYttIr'el at 	UherbOlThrt. 	on 14th 	Ju1is-IrT4n, were 

_marohed_until_2ntrainment_for_German. 	  
(7) The officer or officers in charrrs of the route or 
routmm or g(;etionm 	or rol)te 	or rontft by 	Which prisonerp. 
of 	war 	from_Chnrhourg were. nanched. to 	 +11P point...of 
entrainmmnt to Germany. 
(0 	Officers and other rins in immerliate control or 
prthoners_of 	war 	on theroute or 	routes_of_march-afore- 
said. 

Elate and place of _On_or  about_14tb. 	 JunFl 194.0 and ralloTinr,  
commission of al- On route of march from Cherbourg  towards Belrrium.  
leged crime. 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

 

No. 7th. 711.-tr,s1+710nt of prisoners of war. 

 

  

   

    

References to rele- .• The...9„ote 	 . e .. 
vant provisions of 	 --nrfare an 	 r 	Iflro 
national law. 

11  0" 	(revs lonverr  11Th 	,re 4 r-1  

tr-stment o prison0-s 0^ -sr. • .......... 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

British prisoners or war on the march from Cherbourg 
towards BP17tum were only -riven a daily ration of 4 07S. of 
black bread an some weak-  eoun at ni,rh.t. 

TRANSM 	BY 

• Ints:rt serial number under which the case is registered in the hies of the Natioaal Office of the accusing State. 
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(For the  Use of the Seer,'lariat)  

Registered N umber. Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

_On_or 	n-' 14th 	 June  104n 	 aril 'alioTin 	 

On 	 rnrtrnh rrom Chorbourp,' to—IrMs nelrrium. 

No. 	711-trogtmert of pri'7oners of 7f1r. 

7ntP 	T,oMpllAnerl  Of oonet1.4711:te 
'vqrf%ro IrA irfrincrr!mpnt  oP 	 '''  

4- r 	rri.Porie,rP  or  

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in xvitr 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

usamrls or 
1 1 
	thr, 	Corvr,r+ior "n 	 4n 4.1..n. 

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 

	CHARGES AGAINST.... 	 W:\ i■ CRIMINALS 

CHARGE No.  TT!' - 
	

r ,  4 

Names and units unloaoval; positions)  fram which approximate rank may 
be inferred, as follows: 
1. General officer or officers commanding German division or divisions 
operating in the neighbourhood of Cherbourg on or about 1/4.th June 
1940. 
2. Officers commanding units of said division or divisions who cap-
tured British officers and other ranks in operations aforesaid and 
were responsible for their treatment until transfer to appropriate 
divisional personnel. 
3. Provost Marshal or Provost Marshals or other officer or officers 
deputed by the G.O.C. or G.O.Ct s aforesaid. to receive and escort such 
prisoners of war to Army control or entrainment to PAI camps in 
Germany under conditions required by laws and usages of war. 
4. Officers and other ranks whether of provost or unit personnel or 
personnel of L. of C. guard battalions charged with the escort duties, 
5. Army Cceraander)  Area Commandant or Officer Commanding LzZnd or 
Inland Water Transport responsible for correct treatment of PAT 
between A.H.Q. and PA', camps in relation to above prisoners. 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

Bri*Ash vrtronerr,  on ,1,11.,  or 	melr(Th from Chorbourrr 
to7rftrr1s nfll-tum here on17 -riven 	1-11.y rn+tor of 4 07S, of 

brr,9.1 	VOMP 1'lea,1r r,our q* !Ii-ht. 

M 111E1) BY 

• 
II sit s Lai number under which the case is registered in the files of the National Office of the accusing State. 

SW 1'41 	E.W.Lt I. ( p.685 
 81 i II 0044) %t t. I'. It.,1; I .1 WV 	,0( 	• 



Page 2 

pARTIc 171.:\ RS OF ALLEGED CRIME 

0 

Private Cabey —ho .71s captured on 14th June 1940, at 
Cherbourg .!V3 	r.iriPtiOn of his ennriences of which 
the rollowir- II an extract 

"Received a daily ration of 4 cy.s. black bran, 
:,r7 some 7:eak soup at ni,7ht." 

No othr detail is at present available. 



Page 3 

PARTICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT 

lethey should be 

Detgilr or his exsminatior are r,,ortglrel in A."7. 
letter of 1r'.7."1. r("rerence of -!lth ts n/O/n^17  erfiflea 
"Ill-fr-lfmenf on rlirrth from 7rrtnoe or Belrrium info rer7alny". 

If it 470 br,  notr,(1, ls in nr-ylous CI.SRP of fbe type 
from trectfrir,n+ of prisonerr7 or wqr or the march from 

point of cqpture thqt further evidence shoulM be available on 
the conclusion or hostilities, 



Page 4 

NOTES ON THE CASE 

(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence; 
(c) whether the case appears:to be reasonably complete.) 

This case, on the route of 	fr 	Oherbourp7, should 
have core first, ::oo7raphicall7 spein-, of thE, six cases of 
prisoners of war captured at points on th coast of Northern 
France boEirning with U - 	(pri:7orerr, of war captured 
at F.t. Valerie.) 

co rar as it 7oes it ir ,11,r177 a war crim-,  since in-
huraqne treatmrf ani failur2 to provide foo,1 rations e',1.17- 
1,1rt in quantlty and quality to that or Ce-f..::an depot troops, 
are both involved in a daily ration of 4 ounces of black 
bread, presumably in the morning or at midday, and weak soup 
at ni°ht. 

It is expected to supply fuller information when 
further witnesses, now prisoners of war are available. 



139/(//c1C/36—  

• 

• 

lit,L,c 
—T- 

.216.44 	da C 



The name, rank and units of aonused persons are unknown 
but the accused should be identifiable by their 	poRitione 
whih were as follows :- 
PIN-The-officer-or-offtcers-In-rnpreme 	dirn•ctiOn of 'the 
provisioning  and transfer to qermany Of 	prisoners 	of war 
captured in Northern France and Belgium in 'Say and June, 

-1940. 	  
(?)  The officer or of  sus  in  command of 	the area-whidh 
included the route or routes of march by which prisoners 

---of-war-captured-at-Steerrroorde-in-7!slifrium-on-P,Stli- TrtY, 
1940, were marched until entrainment  for GermAnY. 	 
(7) The officer or officers in charge o" the route or 

-routee-or-mections-of-route-or-routeR-by-which-prigcners 
of war from Steenwoorde were marched to the 	point-of 
rurainment to Germany. 
(4 ! - Offtders-and-other-rsrts-in-immediate-control of 
prisoners of war on the route  or routes 	of march afore- 
r,IA. 

of accused, his 
and unit, or 

1 position. 

o be translakil.) 

On or about PrIth May, 1940 and following days.  
On route of march from steenwoorde in Belgium  passinP;  
through places of which the following were  particularly 
rofc!cl, namely, HaTebrouck, St. Pol, st, 	Omer, 	 and 	 
Doullnns. 

Date and place oi 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

Ill-treatment or  prisoners of war. 

The acts complained of constitute breach of laws and 
or warfare and_infringenent_or!ATIA31as_2.,1.40  

71 of the Geneva conv,,ntion, 199, relating to the 
treatment-of-pri-soners 	or war. 	Neglect of Iptv towards 
persons in the power of the acelleed 	 cind_therefore 
helpless persons. 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

No. xxi,r. 

( For the ('se of the Secretariat) 

  

 

Registered Number. 

13V/Uilla135-  

Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

19/14 

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 

	CHARGES AGAINST 	 WAR CRIMINALS 

CHARGE No.  UK - 0/B 7" 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

British prisoners o" war ---,re marched about 40 kilometres 
a day on fool consisting of British bisnuitS and soup made from 
boiled bones once a day. They slept in fielle at niryht without 
cover. 

1 ■ .1 N 	1111:1) DV 

• 
us rl serial number under which the case is registered in the files of the National Office of the accusing State. 

0; 	■■ •I 1.-,•1.• i2(1 	:ow 	I Ii 	.■ -■ I 	III. 	( p.685 

■%t l' 1,1; P.1139 5.tno 



(For the Use of the Secretariat) 

Registered N umber. 	 Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

	 (3 ViUtetal35- 	 

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 

....CHARGES AGAINST.... 

CHARGE No.  -C - GA3  

WAR CRIMINALS 

35. 	 Names and units unknown; positions, frora which approximate rank may 
be inferred, as follows: 
1. General officer or officers ccmmanding German dirision or divisions 
operating in the neighbourhood of Steenwoorde on or about 28th May 
1940. 
2. Officers commanding units of said division or divisions who cap-
tured British officers and other ranks in operations aforesaid and 
were responsible for their treatment until transfer to appropriate 
divisional personnel. 
3. Provost Marshal or Provost Marshals or other officer or officers 
deputed by the G.O.C. or G.O.C's aforesaid to receive and escort such 
prisoners of war to Army control or entrainment to PAY camps in 
Germany under conditions required by laws and usages of war. 
4.. Officers and other ranks whether of provost or unit personnel or 
personnel of L. of C. guard battalions charged with the escort duties ,  
5. Army Conmarbier, Area Commandant or Officer Comanding Lath or 
Inland Water Transport responsible for correct treatment of PAY 
between A.H.q. and PAY camps in relation to above prisoners. 

On or about Pnth 	1940  !Ind followir dav-. 	 
'`n route of march from Pi-  eenwoorde in Belefium  pas-infr  
throucrh  places of which the followirr were  particularly 

, namely, HaTebrouck, St. Pol, St., Omer, 	 and 	 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

No. XX17. 	 of nriconerc of war. 

1- acts complainerl of constitute breach 	laws am 
IgrarPrire and.  infringer:tent ..or!Art.i.:...1.e.e...2.,.7.0,f) 

of' the Geneva, convention, 19191  relritinfr to the 
-■-•eattnent-of-prifroners-  offwar. 	Nerrlect 	 towarrIS 

persons in the power of thr? sclovsmd In  therefore 
helpless persons. 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

Bri Flh Pri SOrterS o" 	7rere rnetrcherl. about 4-0 kilomtres 
day on food consieti.nrr 	Bri+1Ph hiPcuitp anal sour) made from 

boiled bones once 	nary. They plent, In !tells at 	-ithout 
cover. 

B 	-NI 11'111) BY 

• Insert serial numih.l.  under which the case Is registered in the tiles of the National Office of the accusing State. 

:pm) 	II 	.Lt 	Cp.6815 
(1 2 ■■ P 675) 	t..150:. I ID) 

tt t.1'.1:+1 7. 1•1130 0,""" I I 



Page 2 

PARTICULARS OF ALLEGED CRIME 

Corporal 27'arkhamw.lo '?a, captured on 28th May, 1P40 at 
Steenwoorde gave description of his experiences, of which 
the following is an extract :- 

"Column of prisoners was marched about 40 kilometres 
a day and the food was British biscuits and soup made 
from boiled bones once a day. Slept in open fields with-
out a cover". 

No other detail is at present available. 

Alb 
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PARTICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT 

007-porql Frankham should be available. 

Details (Y his examination are contained in A.C. letter 
of the 12/7/4l, reference of which is 0107/2917 entitled "Ill-
treatment or march from ?rance or Belcrium into Germany." 

As in all cases of +his type the evidence of other 
prisoners of, war captured at the same time and place is ex-
pected to be available on the conclusion of hostilities. 



Page 4 

r 

	

NOTES ON THE CASE 

(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 	• 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence; 

• (c) whether the case appear4to be reasonably complete.) 

Articles 10 and 11 of the Convention of 19P9 relating 
to prlsonem of war clearly enjoin on the captor the duty of 
providing adequate food and accommodation for prisoners of 
war and of not subjectin7 them to inhumane tr2,atment. 

Article 7 requires that they' bn not marched more than 
20 kilometres a day unless the necessity for reaching water 
and food depots requires longer stages. 

The Germans anticipated the capture of the whole British 
Army and should therefore have been prepared to deal with a 
very large number of prisoners. There should have been no 
difficulty in accommodating and feeding.% tenth of the 
anticipated numbers. 

The names of places mentioned as on the route of march, 
if correct, point to some confusion In the movements of prisonei's 
of war. Doullens is 0 kilometres as the crow flies, and over 
80 kilometres by road, almost due south of Steenwoorde and not 
on the way to Germany unless the railhead was Amiens, 10 
kilometres south of Doullens. 

St. Omer, on the other hand, is east of Steenwoorde. 
It mixht have been the first big town on the route of march, 
if it had been circuitous - otherwise it is difficult to 
find a reason for such a route seeing,  that !iazebrouck is 
the nearest r9.1.179,y point to Steenwoorde. 

Considerable explanation is called for and will no 
doubt be supplied when prisoners of war are released at the 
end of hostilities. 





The name and rank of the accused are unknown, but it is 
presumed that he was,  or they were, as the case may be, 
a member or members of the German Army Medical Corps. 
(1) The first 	accused ie -- identifiable ae-the dommandant 
of the hospital established in the former French 
Caeerne at St. Die in the early part of July, 1940 
(21 The second accused, if more than one accused4-is-
identifiable as the receiving officer (it other than  the 
Commandant) at the hospital established in the former 
Prench-Caserne-at-Stw-Die-in-the early part 	of 	3ulyt- 
1940 above referred to. 

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

In 	the 	early.part of 	July4.1.940. 
stil_Mles  France.  

No.xxix. Ill-treatment  of  wounded  and  prisoners of 
war. 

The acts complained or constitute infringement of the 
law and  usages of war_and_in_partionlar_of Article 1 
of the Geneva Convention, 1929 for the amelioration of 
wounded and sick in the field. 	 
Neglect or duty towards helpless persons by refusal_of 
necessary medical attention and failure to provide 
sufficient -food. 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

(Fpr the Use of the Sec)Jariat) 

Registered Number. 	 Date of receipt in Secretariat. 
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UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 

BRITISH 	 CHARGES AGAINST 	GERMAN 
	

WAR CRI N 

CHARGE No. U.K.G/g.44  

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

Corporal 'Ernest Evelyn Lister, n.C.M" was a member of the 
Supply Reserve Depot Company attached to the clst Division. On 
or about June 13th, 1940 in the course of withdrawal in his capacity 
of driver of the car of the Officer in Command of his unit, he was 
in a bombing raid at Neuf Chateau, where he was hit and lost 
consciousness for three days. When he came to he found himself in a 
French hospital at Bruyares near Epinal which was staffed by personnel 
of the French medical corps in charge of an officer of the German 
medical corps. Corporal Lister's nationality was not disclosed and 
he was well treated. But in the early part of July he was transferred 
to a hospital in theformer French Caserne at St. rile. In the first 
instance he was received with apparent sympathy, but when his 
nationality was discovered, the receiving Officer in the Hospital 

TRANSM ITIFD BY 

   

(Continued on page 2) 

   

• Insert serial number 	It which the cas.• iv re,:istered in the lilt s of the National Office of the accusing State. 
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PARTICULARS 1)1' ALLEGED CR I AI 

The particulars of the alleged crime are to be found in 
the last few sentences of paragraph 2 and in paragraph 3 of an 
Affidavit by Cpl. Lister which are as follows :- 

...."On the morning of June 14th 1940 we arrived at Neuf 
Chateau where we met the officer in command of our corps 
in the Saar Valley. About 8 or 9 o'clock there was a 
severe bombing raid. I was amongst those hit and I did 
not recover consciousness for three days. I had been 
wounded in the head and thigh and had undergone the 
operation of trepanning. When I recovered consciousness 
on June 17th I was in the hospital at Bruyares near Epinal 
but I do not know how I got there. The Hospital was a 
French Hospital staffed by the French medical corps in 
charge of an officer of the German medical corps. 

*3. In this hospital I was well treated by the French 
personnel who did not disclose my nationality. The French 
medical officer in charge of my case was an Alsatian called 
Muller. In the early part of July as far as I can recall,I 
was transferred by ambulance on a stretcher to a hospital 
in the former French Caserne at St. Die. On arrival the 
cases were passed in one by one and seen by a German 
officer who appeared to be in charge of the hospital. I 
could not understand what he said to me but I guessed 
that he was asking for details of my case. I handed him 
a chart and X-ray photographs which had been given to me 
when I left the hospital at Bruyares. His attitude seemed 
sympathetic. At that time I was wearing the jacket of an 
old French uniform. The officer asked my nationality in 
French which I understood sufficiently. When I replied 
that I was English he threw the chart and photographs 
away and went to the next case. Later on when he had 
examined all the other cases he looked at me again and 
gave some order in consequence of which I was removed. I 
was the only British prisoner in that hospital and the 
callous attitude towards me at the time of my arrival 
continued. The food consisted of a small amount of boiled 
barley once a day which was not eatable in my then condi-
tion, and but for some food supplied by French soldiers 
who visited the hospital I do not think I could have sur-
vived. I received no treatment and had to do the best I 
could with the help of other wounded to change the band-
ages on the few occasions when bandages were made available" 

(Continued from page 1)  

(or the Commandant if acting in that capacity) threw the 
chart and photographs away and went to the next case. 
Later on Corporal Lister was the victim of neglect, lack 
of treatment and inadequate feeding th'oughout his stay 
in the hospital. 
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PARTICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT 

The only witness will be Corporal Ernest Evelyn Lister, 
D.C.M., No. T/106185 R.A.S.C., 191 A.A.M.T. of St. John's 
East Cliff East Looe Cornwall at present attached 60th A.A. 
Bde. Coy., R.A.S.C. Newcourt, Topsham, Devon. It is expected 
that he will be available to give evidence. To meet the 
contingency of his not being available, he has Fiven an 
Affidavit part of which has been quoted. The Affidavit is 
required in support of another case (UK - GA Fl) to which 
it is attached. 

• 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 

(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the dffetider'g own initiative, or ih obedience to orders, .oir hi carrying 

. 	. 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision.; (b) the probable defence ; 
(c) whether the case appears:to be reasonably complete.) 

The identification of the accused in this case should not 
present difficulty. The attitude of the hospital authorities 
Ao Corporal Lister who was the only British Prisoner in the 
hospital appears to have been remarkable for callousness and 
discrimination against him. It adds therefore one further 
proof of the system1Ratic persecution of British prisoners of 
war which characterised the campaign in Northern France and 
Belgium in 1940 and it is submitted, should be made the 
subject of a charge. 
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(For the Use of the Secretariat) 

Registered N umber. 
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7/uvial s3 

Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

 

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 

CHARGES AGAINST 	GERMAN 	\VAR CRIMINALS 

CHARGE No. .11K. G/B 	45 * 

The names of the accused are unknown but they are 
identifiable with indications of probable rank and  
units by their positions ex follows :- 
1. The medical officer in charge of the 17/21st-Hoepital 
in Boulogne on or about May 22nd, 1940#  which had been 
taken by the Germans. 
2. The Commandant-of the Prison at Loos- from on or 
about 25th September 1940 to piebruary/karch 1941 	 
3. The sergeant of the Prison duard at the Prison of 
Loos-and probably a- non-commissioned officer of 

 during the above mentioned period when Corporal 
James John Hogan, D.O.M. was interrogated 
4. Gestapo Agentein the prison at Loos whey during the 
above mentioned  period, assaulted Pte. Hoyle of the  
Buffs. 

BRITISH 

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

September  25th  1940 to February/Mareh 1941 

Loos. 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

No. 	1, Ill-treatment of priooners_of 	war. 	 

Breach of Article 1 of the Geneva Convention 1929 for 
the amelioration of the sick and wounded in the field. 

Breach of Articles-2. 50.and-.54-ef-the-fieneva 	-- 
Convention 1929 relating to the treatment of  prisoners 
Of war 

(continued MIMI,  2) 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

Formerly Corporal Norman James John Hogan D.C.M., R.A.S.C., No. 
7444749, now discharged from the Army, was wounded and became a 
prisoner of war 22nd May 1940. He was taken to 17/21st Hospital 
in Boulogne. The food consisted of six biscuits a day and a little 
soup. He was subsequently transferred to a Camp for convalescents 
at parisdPlage 4th June 194n .Prom which he escaped the same day. 
Two days later he wasrecapturedsnd taken to Lille from which place 
he escaped on the 8th Jumo 1940. For rather more than three months 
he remained at liberty and had hopes of reaching unoccupied France 
but he was recaptured by the Gestapo and imprisoned in Loos fail 
for five months/ solitary confinement after the Germans discovered 
that he was an escaped prisoner of war. 

ItANS2,11111i1) BY 
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I'- 	:ATTER of brutal 
tr.atment of Coroorai 
IT. J. J. Hogan, 

AFFIDAVI? 

of 

Corporal :7. J. J. Hogan, J.C.J. 
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PARTICULARS OF ALLEGED CRIME 

Corporal Hogan has sworn an Affidavit, a copy of which is 
attached hereto. This Affidavit includes all available particu-
lars and may be said to be complete except for the lack of 
information as regards the names of the accused. 

(Continued from pale l) 

Assault and false imprisonment and neglect of duty towards 
defenceless persons by denial of suitable food in hospital. 
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P \RTICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT 

The only evidence available at present is that of Norman James 
John Hogan, D.C.M., late Corporal, R.A.S.C., No. 3444749 who has now 
been discharged from the Army and is at present employed by the 
Britannic Assurance Co. Ltd., as an agent, and is living at 
Barcroft Street, Ramebottam in the County of Lancaster. 

From paragraph 8 of the Affidavit it will be seen that Hogan 
escaped from a Prisoner of War Camp at Mulheim in Germany in March, 
'1941. 	Since his return to this country, though he has given very 
clear and satisfactory accounts of his experiences, the reactions on 
his genera health have been at times rather serious and medical 
evidence could be produced if necessary showing that he had clearly 
undergone ill-treatment which would afford some general corroboration 

At theend of hostilities Private Hoyle of the Buffs will 
presumably be available on his release and return to this country and 
will be able to give evidence in his own case and to prove the 
presence of Corporal Hogan at Loos. 

In paragraph 5 of the Affidavit a certain Captain Lowden is 
mentioned as having been in the hands of the Gestapo and on his 
return from Germany no doubt he will be able to give valuable 
oorroboration and support the charges against the Governor of the 
Prison and other personnel as at the time mentioned. 

In a note entitled "German Breaches of International Law which 
have not been the subject of Protest through the Foreign Office to 
the Protecting Power", dated the 23rd October 1942 and prepared by 
the Prisoner of War Department of the war Office, the general detail 
of this case is referred to under the heading of "Brutality and I11- 
treatment". 	The note includes the statement that the Germans 
discovered that Hogan was "an escaped prisoner of war but neverthe-
less imprisoned him in solitary confinement in Loos prison for five 
months", thus indicating the view that it was also a breach of inter-
national law as is clearly the case. The viewwas expressed in the 
above mentioned note that Hogan's reliability was good. 

(Continued from Page 11 

At an interrogation by the Gestapo he was struck in the face 
and kicked by a sergeant and by the guards of the escort. While 
in Loos jail he saw Private Hoyle thrashed by agents of the Gestapo 
and on another occasion deduced from Hoyle's appearance that he had 
again been beaten. 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 

(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence ; 
(c) whether the case appears:to be reasonably complete.) 

The facts of this case are clear and the first and second 
accused and probably the third accused should be identifiable, 
without difficulty. 

In the event of the Governor of Loos prison (the second 
accused) and the sergeant (the third accused) being identified, 
it is to be expected th'it information would be made available 
as to guards who participated in these offences. 

It may appear that the charge based on insufficient food 
in hospital is not a very serious one. It has its importance, 
however, as tending to establish the existence of systematic 
discrimination against and inhumane treatment of British 
prisoners of war. It may be pointed out that this was in 
effect the beginning of the campaign. The Germans were well 
supplied. Early victory was confidently regarded as in sight. 
There was no sort of justification for seizing medical 

i supplies n oaptured British hospitals which were needed for 
British wounded. It cannot be too strongly insisted that 
actions of the Germans at this time reflected complete dis-
regard of obligation towards prisoners of war for which, it 
is submitted, they should be made accountable. 
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Registered Number. 
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LNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 

   

...CHARGES AGAINST 

CHARGE No. 

   

..WAR CRIMINALS 

      

   

— VD 	̂r * 

Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

31 Jul 1944 

Names, ranks, units unknown; positions as follows: 
1. General officer or officers commanding German division or 
divisions operating between Cassel and Hazebrouok on or about 2nd 
Junes  194.0 
2. Officers caamanding units of said division or divisions who 
captured British officers and other ranks in operations aforesaid 
and were responsible for their treatment until transfer to appropri-
ate divisional personnel. 
3. Provost Marshal or Provost Marshals or other officer or officers 
deputed by the G.O.C. or G.O.C's aforesaid to receive and escort 
such prisoners of war to Army control or entrainment to P/vt camps 
in Germany under conditions required by laws and usages of war. 
4.. Officers and other ranks whether of provost ors unit personnel 
or personnel of L. of C. guard battalions charged with the escort 
duties. 
5. Amy Commander or Area Commandant in places where alleged. 
oircuitous march took P14 4.4- 

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

On or /1011  ^Ial! Junn  rAn lnl c'011 	 
On rout" or mrtroh Prom *h- Cgpso/-717,Throuck wren. to 

7-1.1brcti. 

I  

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

710 7,;7.7 i T. 	T11 —tr`'1,1- /1 /- 
	rri,Ponors 	7mr. 

Tho rinfs (;ornplctinel o' oonsfitute br-ioh of lq-P Prel 
usfv,es of wsrrsrp snd Inrringomon+ or ,ir+Tole . or  

tho Genevi. Convention, 1929)  r21s.firr to +h- trofttr-,  

of  priPonors of war,  

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

British prisonorp 0 , -117 1̂1pri +0 ql-oqi 

clrr;tiitous rnii-1-.r. in Or-'in 	o i. ;r■ f-' 	 -1,• .  

'FRAN 	MI' 0 1:1' 

• 
ins.•rt serial number under which the case is registered in the tiles of the National Office of the accusing state. 

(463 52 I %.■ 	' I 505 1120 	61)41 
(26924) V. t l'Ih17 1'.1139 5,000 
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Registered Number. 	Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

/ 74/(//16150 	 3 1 YE 1944 

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 

	 CHARGES AGAINST 	 777T-V.Ir 	WAR CRIMINALS 

CHARGE No.  TT'  - c?/Z3. _  

Names, ranks, units unknown; positions as follows: 
1. General officer or officers commanding German division or 
divisions operating between Cassel and Hazebrouok on or about 2nd 
June, 194-0 
2. Officers oammanding units of said division or divisions who 
captured British officers and other ranks in operations aforesaid 
and were responsible for their treatment until transfer to appropri-
ate divisional personnel. 
3. Provost Marshal or Provost Marshals or other officer or officers 
deputed by the G.O.C. or G.O.Cis aforesaid to receive and escort 
such prisoners of war to Army control or entrainment to PA/ camps 
in Germany under conditions required by laws and usages of war. 
ii*.. Officers and other ranks whether of provost or unit personnel 
or personnel of L. of C. guard battalions oharged with the escort 
duties. 
5. Army Ccianander or Area Ccmmandant in places where alleged 
circuitous march took P144-4- 

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to he translated.) 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

On or itout f1111. Jun 	11.10 111-1 	 d9vs, 
On rout(' or mqrol! "rvi 	Capsel-717obrouck area. to 

1qMbrqi. 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

T11-treatmon+ or nrioonors of  Tar.  

The qro-s oomplqinel of oons+i+W-,e br-qc!'n of lq-e 1r0 
usa-ri of Tqrrqr and inrrirFromr-n+ of ir+1.01e r".  of  
th(,  Genevi lorionfion, 1009, ro1q+irr7 +o +h^ tr,,atmcmt 
of  prif!onorq or war,  

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

Bri+ish 	 - 	 '•) 

cIrc,Ilitous r'on 	r. (yr,' iMnrog r 

TRANSM 	BY 

• 
Ins?rt serial number under Which the case is registered in the files of the National Office of the accusing State. 
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PARTICULARS OF ALLEGED CRIME 

Tho 	 shout 2111 Jure, 1940 
between 01.0n,'1 )11'1  1117ebrour, 	v, 	1- 1-iption of nie 
experieLc- s, or 	the 	nc• is in 

"On clrture I -a:1 :larahed in the 	 Cambrai, our 
route wl- a circular one -ith the idea of i'apressing the 
inhabitants". 

No other detflil in at present available. 
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PARTICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT 

Driver 	preslylqb1- 7'111 be aviilale.for rlIrthsr 
eaminntion in due cours, s.r.1  to annear 	r-ive evid-flee 

■.F. 	
in person. 

Details or his e.5mmination arP contained in 
letter of the i"t'/41, referenc- of -orInh is nlo7/n017 
entitled "Ill-treatment on march from nerance.or 
into Germany". 

It is to be noted, ss in nrP;rious charqes based on 
inhumane treatment or nri7oners of war on the march from 
the point of captur,,  to entrainment or embqrkation if 
transported by inland water,7ays, that further evidenne 
should be alrailable on the nonclusion of hostiliti0P. 

Clearly Driver I.!rtr+in's stn+rnA911+ is oneThich cqlls 
for el9boration 	 11(-417 +0 hs. sunrlemente0. by 
other wtnesses 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 

(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on 'the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence ;. 
(c) whether the case appears:to be reasonably complete.) 

Article 2 of the Geneva ConTontion 1229 relatinff, to 
prisoners of war enjoins on the captor the duty o' protect inn 
prisoners 'f• 7.ar from in,,rlts and from public curiosity. • 

It is submitted thctt the German action complained of 
here is within the meanin- of this provision. 

If it were an isolat,x1 instanc,. 	this type of proceed- 
in7 ind on further invcstis.ation i+ was not ver,,  clearly 
shewn to be a case. within the intention o' this anti :le, 
i+ might possibly be allowed to pas,. But there are similar 
cases - one (UK -C/B 10) has already' be - n recorded. The 
two cases next follo,rin!:,UK C/E 77 and UK - G/B 78) are more 
serious. The four torether clearly irlicate at least 1 measure 
of system. Th- recent statemDnt of 	Germans, of intention i 	6. 
to march Prisore-s carte 	 r red in the o_'.aarpay peo,Kthrou- 	

r).0 
h Paris, 

has also corroorative value, since It ,::oars the state or the ' 
German mind in retard to this barbarous practice, lens' since 
discarded br civilised nations. 
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l:egitcrcd Number. Date of receipt in 	ii 

/ 75/UK/CIS/ 	 3 JUL 1911  

UMTED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 

....CHARGES AGAINST 	 ..WAR CRIM1N .11 

CHARGE No. ''  — 	* 

Names, ranks, units unknown; positions as follows: 
1. General officer or officers camaanding German division or 
divisions operating in area including Hesdin on or about 28th May 
1940. 
2. Officers commanding units of' said division or divisions who 
oaptured British officers and other ranks in operations aforesaid 
and were responsible for their treatment until transfer to appropzi-
ate divisional personnel. 
3. Provost Marshal or Provost Marshals or other officer or officers 
deputed. by the G.O.C. or G.O.C's aforesaid to receive and escort 
such prisoners of war to Army octtrol or entrainment to PAY camps 
in Germany under conditions required by laws and usages of war. 
4.. Officers and other ranks in immediate control of a group of 
five British Officers who were prisoners of war in the streets of 
Hesdin on 28th May 194. 
5. Army Cccamander or Commandant of Area including Hesdin. 

Name of accused, his 

rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be iranslaltd.) 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

• • III-trrItm-rt  of nnisoner- 

oomplained or oonstit/Ite bre7nh or 1 
ussr,:es of warfare and inrrInc,emen+ or Artiolo 
renev-i '7onventon, 1920, relatin7 to th.e trea 

r '1  .0ner.c'-oP  Wqr1-41,4141 	Ar4.141.1e-l-of. ... -thrt-Crn°v.a. 
7 	for the amelioration of L1-1 -en-litter of 
'r-1  "lrtl' in armie,,  fn 
"-1Tot of  riutv  4'0'7r0r,  hr1p1-7n Denvorp. 	 

anl 

e  of  

4 m-rt, of 
Conv,an-+ ion 

■-ounried 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

Five Brit ieh 

stand in the natter` whil 

of them were -onnd.nd, one he 

was .111owed, un'Al et t-

romoved in an amb,ilinoe. 

prionor7 or  war, were mado +.o 

print- went  on ror four hours. Three 
in(-  in r fever. 1'T MPdien1 attention 

or o'er period. two of them "ere 

i'RANSM ITTFD BY 

• lus!rt worial number under which the case Is rettiStered in t he 111(s l)f 	Natina.il (}flee id the accusing Staie. 

‘‘,.1.1.-,0: 	 1.N I 	Lt 	( . p.685 

utttit.t.1) 	Wt . 	I t‘ I 7 c.11311 5,0410 3 44 



Page 2 

1).\10•1( . 1 . 1..11■ 	OF .11.1.1.:GEI) CRIME 

An unnamel or 31' who 	ureJ on 29th 
1940, at Hesdin gave 9. desription of hie ey,rnerionces to 41 

cm, 	•  

Somerst i O'1 	:[..A/H, or which the followin,„ 
are extracts 

"At Hesdin, on the rleth la:!,.1940, I an.' our other 
Bri-!.,ish officers were mad 	ost1r1 for 'our hours in 
the -:utter whilst sundry jeerinr went on. Three of 
the officers were wounded anl one TfIS sufferirr,  from 
hirrh fever. 

I asked for medical attention which could have 
beenriven as there were several Wrench and Bel:rian 
::,edical officers in the street. This however was not 
allowed. 	At the end of the f'OU2 hours two of the 
officers were taken away in an ambulance". 

No other detail is at present available. 
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PARTICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT 

It is presumed t7W 'hn unnamed offic27' mho  rfavr,  the 
above inrormation will be available. Details or his 
elmminition are contaired ir a letter or the 2nth November 
1042 from Brirradier Somerset 	S-1 °P L,,72tion at 
Berlin. 

The letter collects 12 renorts of lirferent war crimes 
committed by the Germans and renorted by prisoners of Tar 
at OflaF IX A/H. or which four relate to incidents in 
Northern Prance and Be17.ium and are thererore included in 
thin series of cases. 

The evidence of the other Four officers or some of 
. them should also be available on the conclusion of hostilities. 

1 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 

(Under this heading should he included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence • 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence; 
(c) whether the case appears:to be reasonably complete.) 

:on+ 1 on has 1r- q - 1•)- ,n mad r ' the rrevir  
Geneva Conv.Jrtion of 	 l7" - la' .=i -  - to r 	2 - 	0" 
war rLich requirls prot0ction of p:iPoners of' war fro:J is 
arrl public curiority. In this case is added the nej1,0" 
duty to respect an.1 protect, tr - lt ri`h humanity an:? car- "o: 

the wounl-d 	urilnr the Gen,va Confhtion 
concluded on +212 sal.1 11- ha lir- 7os I's objs-c` the 1Jrlio-a- 
tion of the r:on lit ion o 	h- roun-lr,  1 ,n si 	in ar.nir,- 1r. 
field. 

All witnesses are still prironc:rs of' war in Germany. Proof, 
therefore, rill no' be a7Ailane until after the war. It does 
not appear open to doubt, howevnr, that five officers, of' whom 
three were "rounded and one rar sick, wnre treated in this :manner 
in the stronts of Hesdin as 2.11ed or 	alle71 late, on or 
about 178th i.:asy 1040. 



/76/1416/52 

Suboutta ..)ect's"uryvt, 

// 1,14 

ail4.44441,&52_ r 



nn or atoo!. n  
ln route Qf 1 , -111  passinz thcounth  placer 

`.he fo1lowir7 were  narticularl:i noted, namellik. 
V.rkienciennefl, 	 HalA 	  

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

of which 

No.  Y717 	ill-treatment of  prisoners of war, 

The acts comnleaned of constifIlte brenrh of laws and 
usares of warfare and irfrirqemert of ArticJee  
and 11 of the Geneva Conven+ion 1o2), relatir- to the 
-tream-e-nt.. -of 	Tri.moner-s o.f 
Nerlect, of duty f- owar7?s heirless nerons,  

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

(For thc / the ,Cccretari,a) 

Registered Numher. 

/7g/IVX/6145-.Z 

 

   

  

Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

3 JU1 194A 

   

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 

	 . cHARGES AGAINST.... 	 WAR 

• CHARGE No. ... ..... .. 	• 

Names, ranks, units unknown: positions as follows: 
1. General officer or officers comraanding German division or 
divisions operating in the area which included Douai, Cambrai, 
Valenciennes, Mons and Hal. 
2. Officers commanding units of said division or divisions who 
captured British officers and other ranks in operations aforesaid 
and were responsible for their treatment until transfer to 
appropriate divisional personnel. 
3. Provost Marshal or Provost Marshals or other officer or 
officers deputed by the G.O.C. or G.O.C's aforesaid to receive and 
escort such prisoners of war to Army control or entrainment to 
PAl camps in Germany under conditions required. by laws and usages 
of war. 
4.. Officers and other ranks whether of provost or unit personnel 
or personnel of L. of Co guard battalions charged with the escort 
duties. 
5. Army Ccutruider or Area Commandant in places where alleged 
circuitous march took place. 

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to b tra)lAl(lt,t1.) 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

British prisoners of w,r were taken "or 14 dais  on a circular 
march whirl,. one ..-itnss described as nasrinr- throurh nonal, Clmbrai l  
Valenciennes, ':Toni and. Hai. The intention no doubt "an 1-(7) imnress 
the local inhibit arts - iLh +r% nuimber of TrIoners and to .c,:miliate 
the prisoners. 	Little food "'at provided, nnd fhP prir,on:y.F3 
MOSt nirhts in the fields. 

-rILANSNI 	1) 

• Ins?rt serial number under ohi.h the ease Is registered i n  the  tiles of the National Office of the acult%in 41 Slate. 

(p.4,85 
(203521 Wt P. I MI:. 1120 	:A NI I ; 
(26924) 4Ct.P.1,..17 1%1139 LINNI 



pARTICULARS OF ALLEGED CRIME 

Driver Bucknall, who was captured on ?7th 
Armentieres, F!ave a description (3•.' his expefi2cces, 
the following ii' an extract :- 

1940; at 
of whichf 

"Te 7er.e marched for 14 days in a "ride circle. Little 
food and slept most ri-?hts in fields". 

No other detail is at present available. 

COcat 1.4"ea—r-r-41u-122€0-44 

A---(+12-444Via43h—Ref-04144044444 
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PARTICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT 

Driver Bucnall 7ill bn available and details of his 
examination are contained in 	letter of tlie 
reference of which is 0107/^n1.7 entitled "Ill-treatment on 
march from France or B 	into Germany". 

It is to be noted, as in previous oases art ,incr from 
treatment of priponers of 77ar on the march from point of 
capture that .7urther evidence should be available on the 
conclusion of hostilities. 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 

(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence • 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence ;. 
(c) whether the case appears:to be reasonably complete.) 

This is the fourth case, the others being LT:: - G/370, 
UK - O/336 and UK - G/D 37, in which prisoners of war were 
exposed to avoidable publicity, presumably for German 
propaganda purposes, as seems to be now proposed in respect 
of prisoners captured on the French front. 

On this march of fourteen days insufficient food and 
shelter were provided. 

As regards the circuitous nature and .length of the march 
further information is called for.. Ueanwhile the following 
points may be noted: 

(a) Armentieres and Hal are about the same latitude and the 
distance between them by road i.e barely one hundred kilometres 

(b) Cambrai, the most southern town mentioned., is about 110 
Kilometres by road from Armentieres 

(c) If the towns mentioned were the route of march the distance 
to Hal, via Oambrai, would be about 217 Kilometres 

(d) If the meaninc' of Driver Ducknall's statement is that the 
"wide circle" was completed, the total of the march, if the 
direct route from Hal to Armentieres were. followed,the total 
distance would be rather more than 710 Kilometres. 

(e) If this march occupied exactly 14 days and ended at Hal,' 
the daily stretch would be about 17 kilometres. If it ended 
where it started at Armentieres it would be about 22 kilometres. 

No useful purpose is served by conjecture but at least 
it seems clear that the march was circuitous, and it may well 
prove to have been of excessive length. 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 

(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence • 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence;. 
(c) whether the case appears:to be reasonably complete.) 

This is the fourth case, the others being 	- G/3--71, 
UK - G/376 and UK - G/D 37, in which prisoners o`7 war .., ire 
exposed to avoidable publicity, presumably for German 
propaganda purposes, as seems to be now proposed in respect 
of prisoners captured on the French front. 

On-this march of fourteen days inr,ufficient food and 
shelter were provided. 

As regards the circuitous nature and.len!,7th of the march 
further information is called for.. :leanwhile the following 
points may be noted: 

(a) Armentieres and Hal are about the same latitude and the 
distance between them by road is barely one hundred kilometres 

(b) Cambrai, the most southern town mentioned, i about 110 
Kilometres by road from Armentieres 

(c) If the towns mentioned wore the route of march the distance 
to Hal, via Cambrai, woul be about 217 Kilometres 

(d) If the rneaninc of Driver Bucknall's statement is that the 
"wide circle" was completed, the total of the march, if the 
direct route from Hal to Armentieres were followed,the total 
distance would be rather more than 710 Kilometres. 

(e) If this march occupied exactly 14 days arvl ended at Hal, 
the daily stretch would be about 	kilometres. If it ended 
where it started at Armentieres it would be About 22 kilometres. 

No useful purpose is served by conjecture but at least 
it seems clear that the march was circuitous, and it may well 
prove to have been of excessive length. 





(For the Use of the Secretariat) 

Registered Number. 

/ 7 7/Uk/6/53 

 

Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

3 i Jul 19e. 

 

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 
T .77. I .CHARGES AGAINST 

 

WAR CIMilNALS 

  

  

CHARGE No.  " 	"  * 

Names, ranks, units unknown; positions as follows: 
1. General officer or officers commanding German division or 
divisions operating in area which included St. Omer and Doullens 
on or about 3rd June 1940. 
2. Officers commanding units of said division or divisions who 
captured British officers and other ranks in operations aforesaid 
and were responsible for their treatment until transfer to 
appropriate divisional personnel. 
3. Provost Marshal or Provost Marshals or other officer or 
officers deputed by the G.O.C. or G.O.C's aforesaid to receive 
and escort such prisoners of war to Army control or entrainment 
to PA camps in Germany under conditions required by laws and 
usages of war. 
40 Officers and other ranks whether of provost or unit personnel 
or personnel of L. of C. guard battalions charged with the escort 
duties. 
5. Army Ccomander or Commandant of Area including St. Omer 
and Doullens. 

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be tran.slat,t1.) 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

Qr 1141.14- 77r,1 4114 ..... 

'-7een 	 7f. OMer  '!rri not:Ilene. 	  

No. 7%71.X. 	T11—trctltrlt,r," oe nr.1.,-nnerr 04'  ..7!n-'. 

The ar,te comn17i.1.ne(1 of cnr^*I'l -te 1-0‘,,q(!h of lnArs inr! 

of 71.' ̀-1„r' 	ln.1 	 n,1-,(710n./... trf.,,irmPmont_Of 

o7 the 	 Oonven'ion, l2 , relrttinr, to 1 	4'.--tr."-?..t-iert.  -of nr-f---rIn!^-- 
Nr,71(c;f. o^ 	y 	 holnirm  

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

Br a `  	h p i - nr.r, "  

ra..9.1-, 	plr'y 	 ?ranch 

other party pas them 1,11 41-1r,  

On arrivq.1 the Brit ish were net. ',11o! 

of foori from the inh,thitqnfs, thonc,11  

• 

th 

rim 

:7n 	f.o 1P4-  the 
Omer +.oTou11ens. 

nrrsnn1-.9 
Fri-meth wr.re. 

TRANSM FETE!) BY 

• Ins2rt serial number under which the case is reL,istereti in the tilts 4,f tli! \.itiwitil Office td tin :tut tisitit”; State. 

(2015?1 W1.1'.1505 1120 	:.00 I t 
(20024) 1Vt.P.V.17 1'.1139 5,0.10 3 

I 	,'. I t ! 	p.(045 
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PARTICULARS OF ALLEGED CRIME 

An unnamed prisoner o2 "'`LL' v'M '71s captured on or tiVoiVeli 
7.1*:. June 1210 at 	Omer r17,7, 	 of hi3 eTmort.... 
=21-.c.?s to Gneral Fortune at.Oflaff I" A/A, of which the 
followln: i- an extract :- 

"Or or about '71.'1 Jur,- 1cv10 , 	-on:-is4 inc. 0- :rout 
lnn 	o4'fic-rs and 	and 	hundr--) French 
prisoners 	bc,ino- marched from f'4- . Omer to 7ouller-. 
At the start the BriLish headed th-) column, and the 
German guard on bicycles continually shouted at 4- - 1-n to 
march faster. This they did. The 	'izi 	on a 
lorry shouted at them to march faster and ,7ir-1 bursts 
from a machire-gun to the riht and left c).' the col~ in 
and over their heads. After outdi7tnncin[r the ?I- -0, 
the British were halted and the French allowed fo pass. 
When the French were %bout a mil- ahead, the British 
wer made to run until they had caught up again, t:-en 
halted snr1 made to run again. This was r2pegted five 
times in the mid-day heat. On arrival at Doullens, 
after nine hours on the road, the BriJ- ish wer, not 
allowed to partake of the refreshments offered by the 
inhabitants. The French were allowed whatever they 
could get." 

No other detail is at present available. 

( 

14.11444114421-43-w44 
6.44 	.Lio--44„-P-c4v.a.g10.44.-r 
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PARTICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT 

;.411:4011.0.- • . 41.-It has been s4- 17,1 by General Tortrre 	 nrisoner 
whd-aupplied the above informal- ion Till be availa 	to rrive 
eiidence.on oath. 	netailc of his e7v1mination are contained 
in a letter of the Ntth November 124 from 7lajor-General 
Fortune 1.B., D.r.O., to the STiss Le ation at Berlin. 

The letter collects 40 renor+n of war crimec committed 
by the GermIns or wnich four relate to incidents on tl-re march 
from Belium or North Trance, ant ar- ther^forn inrqudnd in 
this series of cases. 

It is to be noted, as in nrnvious CISPS arisin- from 
treatment of prisoners of Tar on the march from noint of 
capture that further evidence should br avaiTable on the 
conclusion of hostilities. 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 

(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence fit 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence ; 
(c) whether the case appears:to be reasonably complete.) 

At first :!ic7ht th57! report reads a., 	h tho march 
from St. Omer to Doullens took 9 hour: only. As the Jis-
tance i about 80 kilometres this "could not be possible. 
It is to be inferred that the ,giStance was covered in two 
days or three at most, although prisoners oT wa-t are not to. 
be required to march more than 20 kilometres a d- by Article 
7 of the 1929 .Geneva Convention relatinF to thi treatment of 
prisoners of war. It is not to be supposed that this in,qd-
ent did not oc,.ftirand that the circumstances will not be 
established clearly when prisoners d' war captured at St.Omer 
at this time are examined. General Fortune would have satis-
fied himself before ircludin7 this statmInt in his report. 





(20352) 111.1'.1:4■:,  1120 SOO 
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(For the Use of the Secretarial) 

Registered Number. 

17glocHsit 
Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

3 i JUl &La 

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 

( . IIARGES AGAINST 	 WAR CRIMINALS 

CHARGE No. 1—  - r.  40 * 
Names, ranks, units unknown; positions as follows: 

1. General officer or officers ocamanding German division or 
divisions operating in the area which included route or routes of 
march by which prisoners of war captured at Bouillon on 27th May 
1940 were marched until entrainment for Germany. 
2. Officers oannanding units of said division or divisions who 
oaptured British officers and other ranks in operations aforesaid 
and were responsible for their treatment until transfer to 
appropriate divisional personnel. 
3. Provost Marshal or Provost Marshals or other officer or 
officers deputed. by the G.O.C. or G.O.C's aforesaid to receive and 
escort such prisoners of way to Army control or entrainment to PAY 
camps in Germany under conditions required by laws and usages of 
war. 
4. Officers and other ranks whether of provost or unit personnel 
or personnel of L. of C. guard battalions charged with the escort 
duties. 
5. Army Conmander, Area Commandant or Officer Commanding Land or 
Inland Water Transport responsible for correct treatment of P/W 
between A.H.Q. and P/W Camps in relation to above prisoners.  

Or  or - .011t..2 4th --- 1940 	and followincr 	 
Or 	of m‘rah, 	 -throur41 places or whiAh 
ol 	Ter  partioPlarly .noter14..naely.v_noulllon and 

r.Th 

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

nrironera of 	Tar. 	 

The acts complainerl of r;onstitute breach of lqws snel 
usages of warfare qnd.infrino.emrt or Article_2_of 	
the Geneva Convention 1121, 	 4n the treatment 
of-  prironers-of-"mr. 
Assault, awl Unlawf.ul.woundina. 	 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

Britteh 	French priPonerR o" war were marched from 
Bouillon to Bertrix. On n P+ fan hill leadin- out of 9ouillon 
tho reap' ruir1 harriel }he 19.nf NIPS wl+h +115 ba,'onet n11,1  
finally ran one mnn throurrl,  the +hir,h. 	The UnterofP17tor 
in cl7nrc.m reneatell,,  Rtrunlr khe men -fith ft erIne. WI,,,y1 
werP entrIfnerl 	wpre nlIcel in lirty 	over-o-r77,14 

,n1 	clogs cqrriqr,r.s. 

TVANSM I171:1) BY 

• 
Insert serial number under which the case is registered in the files of the National Office of the accusing Slate. 
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p 	11. ARS. OF 

# 
A . 	 o7 war 	 not 	present 

qtrai3 " 

	

	-0 was (, -1_ntured on 24th May, 1940, at Armenti 	s, 
ior or hif7 experi-ncs to Bri-al_ier I?, Somers , 

at c)flag I 	of which the followin- is an extract. ;- 

"Or 	.lornin- of the 24th May 1910 a column of prisoners' or 
war about 2,000 strong left Bouillon to narch to Berttyl. The 
column consisted chiefly of French -ith a small party or British 
officers and men brin-ing up the rear. Proceeding up the steep 
hill leadirr. from Bouillon, the pace in rear was irrsc-ular, the 
last files Irlying alternately to halt arl run to been closed up. 
The guard incited by a young Unteroffizier brandishin- a cane 
harried these men at the point of the bayonet. One man, failing 
to keep as close as *Icin thought necessary was thrust throu-h the 
•thigh by the bayonet of a guard. The Man 779.9 	 4-(1 *.h4' ft̂ St 
halt where his wound was bound Up and he "Tap cr_Tported for the 
rest of the march". 

This incident would appear to be th7,  same as f77-'t recorded 
by Major-General V.M. Fortune at the same camp but presumably 
from a different source, as follows!- "On 24th May 
Bouillon, a German infantry battalion passed a mixed column o7 
French and British prisoners. 	On clearing the way for this 
battalion, a Gerwir guard bayonetted a British v other rank who 
had stumbled. A deep cut in the thigh hal. to be bandaged with 
handkerchiefs and the man was forced. to continue th2 march. An 
Unteroffizer with this column continually belaboured th,,  
prisoners with a thick bamboo cane. Later he was severely 
reprimanded by a German officer .7ho met the column. On 27th 
May the prisoners were entrained in mixed cattle trucks and 
third class accommodation. A British major who travelled in a 
cattle truck describes it as having an inch of coal-dust on the 
floor and containing 65 officers. After complaints of over- 
crowding 6 were taken out. 	The journey lasted 2 days". 

No other detail is at present available. 



r 
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PM:Till- LARS OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT 

The indication is clear that, in the absence of accident, 
the nrisoners or war interviewed 	Brirradir So!nerset and 
!!ajor Seneral Fortune Those r;t,“::len+s are set out above Till 
be avrClabLe. The statements are contained In tTo letters to 
the Swiss Ler,ation at Berlin, froM 13rirradier Poriereet al 
General Fortune, both lettere 	 (1.1m 

Brie-adier r7o:neeel-'!". Letter collects 12 renorts of 
different prieoners of Tar in 0,7'177 F'.  A/R. ae to "tar Crimes 
committed by the Germ,n,  in different parts of vuropc,  nd 
includin,r 4 on -"IA- mar  c71 from rorther.n ?ranee or nelrfium 111 
or Thic71 are included in thie series 

In ad,lition to the tmo unnamed Tttnessee, or Those 
reliability it is assumeA that General Fortune and Brio-n(11er 
Somerset were satisfied, the evidence or further witnesses 
should be a!millble on the ..conclusion of hostilities. 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 

(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders ' r in carrying 41) 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the . bable defence;. 
(c) whether the case appearsIto be reasonably complete.) 

. 	. 	N 

This case 17: within the Co1117iont s li. tt of. War crimes, 
has a criminql element in 7ncrlish law an: constitutes a breaeh 
of th,-  Geneva ConYention 110.1 r^latin- to the tr2atment of 
prisoners of war. 

The charge primqrily ceneerns those immediately in control 
op the prisoners of war awl these present the 7reatest lifficulty 
of identification. tut those in authority, thowil they mirrht 
esc::.pe liability for A few isolated wronc-ful actions cannot 
resist the implications of the emulative effect of evidence in 
iso many Oases, 

f 	It is submittel. that the case shoe ld be filed though it 
cannot be completed until after the conblusion of hostilities. 





. Names and units are unknown; positions, indicating 
approximate rank, are as follows :- 

1. General officer or officers commanding Oerman division 
or divisions operating in eie neighbourhood of Holebeke 
on or about 27th May 1940. 
2. Officers commanding units of said division or 
divisions who captured British officers and other ranks 
in operations aforesaid and were responsible for their 
treatment until transfer to appropriate divisional 
personnel. 
3,provost Marshal or 	provost Marshal's or other offioer 
or officers deputed by the 	G.O.C. or G.Os. C. aforesaid 
to receive and escort such prisoners of war to Army 
control or entrainment to P/W oamps in Germany-under 
conditions required by laws and usages of war. 
4. Officers and other ranks whether df provost or unit 
personnel or personnel of L. of C. guard Battalions 

(Continued on page 2) 

From 27th May to 3rd June 1940. 

On route of march, passing through planes of which 

the following were particularly noted, namely,Holebeke, 

Oudenarde, Alost, and Termonde. 

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be 1ranslat,,1.) 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

No. xxix - Ill-treatment of prisoners of war. 

The acts complained of constitute breach of laws and 
usages of warfare and infringement of Articles 2,10 and 
11 of the Geneva Convention 1929, relating to the treat-
ment of prisoners of war,- -- 

Assault and neglect of duty towards helpless persons 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

(Fur the Use of  the Secretariat) 

Registered N umber. 

cV /i/I/k/Cr/S-7 

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 
BRITISH el • /9  CHARGES AGAINST G7R.M 	 .WAR CRIMINALS 

CHARGE No. UK G/B 41 * 

snowr STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

While British prisoners of war were being marched from 
Holebeke to Termonde, 9 officers and 40 other ranks were locked 
for the night in a cowshed deep in liquid manure. At Oudenarde 
the prisoners were put for the night, in the gaol in bare cells, 
20 - 30 to a cell. At Alost a German soldier struck a British 
Lieutenant-Colonel and another officer with a stick injuring 
the former on the head. On entraining the party were packed for 
17 hours in cattle trucks, sixty five to seventy to each truck, 
with no straw or latrine arrangements. The Germans supplied no 
food in the whole seven days covered by the above events. 

TUANSM l'ITED BY 

• Ins2rt serial number under %%Intl) Ow CaSc is registered in the flits of the Natioaal Office of the accusing Slate. 

I 	Sun 	I 	 1-.11.I..t I. 	< 

i 	11I 11 . 1-17 I.IL.0 :omor 3 II 

Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

ALG 1944 
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PARTICULARS OF ALLEGED CRIME 

A British prisoner of war whose name is not at preEient 
available but who was captured on 27th May, 1940, at HolebeS, 
gave a description of his experiences, to Major-General,V4. 
Fortune at Oflag IX A/H., of which the following is an extract:- 

"From 27th May - 3rd June 1940 during a march of prison-
ers frcm Holebeke to Termonde, the following incidents 
occurred :- 

5 Officers (including a Lieutenant Colonel) and 40 
other ranks were locked to spend the night in a cowshed 
deep in liquid manure. 

A wounded British soldier was found lying by the side 
of the road and the party was forced to wheel him in a 
wheelbarrow for about 11 miles. 

At Oudenarde, the prisoners were put in cells in the 
local jail, 20 to 30 in a cell which was bare and had no 
straw. 

At Alost, a German soldier struck a British Lt.Colonel 
and another officer with a stick. The Colonel sustained a 
deep cut on the head two inches long. 

Later the party was entrained, 65 - 70 in a cattle-
truck, with no straw or latrine arrangements. The period 
of the train journey was 17 hours. 

During the whole period 27th May to 3rd June no 
rations were provided by the Germans". 

No other detail is at present available. 

(Continued from page 1.) 

charged with the escort duties. 

5. Army Commander, Area Commandant or Officer Commanding rail 
Transport and responsible for correct treatment of Prisoners of 
war between A.H.Q. and I)" Camps in relation to above prisoners. 
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PARTICULARS OF EVIDENCF IN suppnia 

,-It is presumed that the prisoner, or prisoners, of war 

W•gave the above information to General Fortune will he 
Availp.ble. 	The facts set out above are contained in a letter 

,.,„AwfJithe 26.11.42 from General Fortune to the swiss Legation in 
Berlin. It is stated that they will be substantiated on oath 
if required. 

The letter collects 40 reports of different prisoners of 
war in Oflag IX A/11 as to War crimes committed by the Germans, 
including 4 on the march from N. France or Belgium all of which 
are included in this series of cases. 

It is to be noted, as in previous cases arising from treatment 
of prisoners of war on th,,  marc from point of capture, that further 
evidenco should be available on th^ 	 hoilitios from 
other prisoners who shared the everiences of the prisoner of war 
responsible for the above account, some of whom must have witnessed 
or been involved in the events particularised.. 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 

(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offenceoh  
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (1)) the probable defence 
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

The particulars supplied through the medium of General 
Fortune are not likely to be inaccurate. They will have been 
carefully tested by General Fortune before accepting them and 
putting them forward. They reflect in a marked manner the 
strong anti-British hostility, passing far beyond normal hos-
tility as between Combatants, snd add further evidence of system. 

It is to be expected that further evidence will be avail-
able at the end of hostilities and though in the meantime the 
case must be regarded as incomplete, the narrative of events 
bears the impress of truth and is in accordance with expectation. 





(For the ('Sc' of the Secretariat) 

Registered Number. 

c:10,5/vA/r15- 5' 
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UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 

BRITISH (WO  CHARGES AGAINST 	GERMAN  

CHARGE No. UR - 0/B 42  
WAI■ CRIMINALS 

    

Names and units are unknown: positions from which approx. 
imate rank may be inferred, are as follows 

General officer or officerd commanding Berman diVision 
or. divisions. operating_in the..neighbourhood of Neuville 
Vitasee on or about 21st May 1940. 
2. Officers commanding unite of said 	divisiOn or divisions 
who captured _British officers.. and other ranks in-opera-
tions aforesaid and weresponsible for their treatment 
Until transfer to appropriate divisional personnel. 
3. Provost.-Marshal or Provost_Marahale or other 	 officer 
or officers  deputed bythe G.O.C. or G.08.0. aforesaid to 
receive and escort such prisoners of war to Army control 
or 	entrainment to.PA camps-in_dermany. under 	conditions 
required by laws and usages of war. 
4. Officers and other ranks whether of provost or unit 
personnel or personnel of L.--of--0.-guard battalions 
charged with the escort duties. 

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

On or about 21st May, 1940 

On route of march  passing through  places of which tle 
following were  particularly noted, namely, Neuville and 

Nouvillion. 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

No& .. zxix. Ill-treatment of wounded and prisoners of  war. 

The acts complained of constitute breach of laws and 
usages of warfare and infringement of Articles 2 and 11 
of the Geneva-Oonventionss1929,relating to the treatment 
of prisoners of 	war and of Article 7_Of the Geneva 
Convention 1929 for the Amelioration of the condition 
of the wounded and sick in the field. 
Neglect of duty towards helpless persons. 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

About 80 British prisoners of war were marched >a distqnce 
of 20 kilometres from Neuville to Nouvillion without havinp had 
any food for the previous 24 hours. Two badly wounded men were 
supported for the whole journey, no transport c'or than being 
provided by the Germans. 

TRANSNI 11'11.1) liN" 

• Insert serial number under which the case is registered in the files of the National Office of the accusing State. 
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PARTICULARS OF ALLEGED CRIAW 

• 

An unnamed officer who was captured on 21st May, 1940, 40 
at Neuville Vitasse gave a description of his experiences tort 
Brigadier Somerset at Oflag IX A/11.0  in terms Dpllowingt 

tiOn May 21st 1940, at Neuville Vitasse, south-east of 
Arras, approximately 80 all ranks (British) were formed 
into a column. As Senior Officer I made a quick check 
and found one sergeant with a badly shattered arm and 
one private with a painful foot wound. 

I asked three German Officers standing near whether 
they spoke English. One said he could. I then explained 
that none of us had had food for more than 24 hours,and 
asked for refreshment before marching. I also asked that 
medical attention and transport be permitted for the 
wounded. The officers turned and walked away without reply. 

The column marched an hour later to Nouvillion (20 kms). 
The two wounded had to be supported the entire distance. 

No other detail is at present available. 
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PARTICULARS OF EVIDENC I N SUPPORT 

It is presumed that the officer who gave the above II statement to Brisradier Somerset will be available. Details 
of his examination are contained in a letter of the 26th 
November 1942 from Brigadier Somerset to the swiss Legation 
at Berlin. 

The letter collects 12 reports on different war 
crimes reported by prisoners of war at Oflag IX A/H of which 
4 relate to incidents on the march of the captives in 
Belgium and N. France and are therefore included in this 
series of cases. 

It is to be noted, as in previous cases of the type 
of case arising from treatment of prisoners of war on the 
march from point of capture that presumably abundant further 
evidence will be available on the conclusion of hostilities. 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 

(Under this II 'ading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence," 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence: 
(c) wi n 	the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

Articles 	of the two Geneva Conventions of 1929 re- 
lating to prisoners of war and the amelioration of conditions 
of wounded and sick in the field very clearly enjoin on the 
captor the duty of providing adequate food and in the case of 
wounded, medical attention and means of conveyance for prison-
ers of war and of not subjecting them to inhumane treatment. 

It is expected that considerable further evidence will be 
available in regard to the treatment of prisoners of war on the 
route by which prisoners of war captured at Neuville Vitasee 
were taken to Germany. In order to cover the various areas and 
routes it is considered desirable to register this case though 
the evidence will not be available until the end of the war. 
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Names and units are unknown; positions from which approx-
imate ranks may be inferred, are as follows :- 
1. General officer or officers commanding German division 
or divisions operating-in-the neighbourhood of Lille on 
or about 13th June 1940. 
2. Officers commanding units of said division or divisions 
who captured British officers and other-ranks in 	opera- 
tions aforesaid 	 and were responsible for their 	treatment 
until transfer to appropriate divisional personnel. 
3. Provost Marshal or Provost-Marshals or other" offider 
or officers deputed by the G.O.C. or G.0s.C. aforesaid 
to receive and escort such prisoners of war to Army 
Control 	Or entrainment to PA camps 	Germany Under 
conditions_required by laws and usages. of war. 	 
4. Officers and other ranks whether of provost or unit 
personnel Or-personne/ of L. of 	C. guard battalions 
charged with the escort duties, 

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

On or about 13th June 1940 and the following  days. 

On route of march from south of Lille to near  the 
Belgian frontier. 

No.xxix. Ill-treatment of prisoners of war. 

The acts complained of constitute breach of laws and 
usages of warfare and infringement.  of Article. 2 of 
the Geneva Convention 1929 relating to the treatment 
of prisoners of war. 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

(For the Use of  the Secretarial) 

Registered Number. 

• 0200/4G/59  

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 

WAR CRIMINAI. 

CHARGE No. UK  - 0/B 43 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

While British prisoners of war were beincr marched from 
the Lille area to near the Belgian frontier their treatment 
was bad, stragglers being shot at. 

THANSM 1111.1) 

• insert serial number under which the case is registered in the files of the National Office of the accusing State. 
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PAI:TICITARS OF 

Private Jones who was captured on 13th June 1940 south''  
of Lille gave a description of his experiences, of which the 
followin is an extract:- 

"Treatment bad, stragglers being shot at". 

No other detail is at present available. 

ti 
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PARTICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN SLITORT 

Private Jones will be available and details of his examination 
are contained in A.C. letter of 12.:3.41 reference of which is 
01b3/2913 entitled "Ill-treatment onmarch from France or Belgium 
into Germany". 

The letter collects lR reports on different routes, 8 of 
which were reported by prisoners of war captured at St. Valerv-
en-caux, which are collected in the case numbered UK - G/B 209. 

It is to be noted, as in previous cases of the type of case 
arising from treatment of prisoners of war on the march from 
point of capture, that further evidence should be available on 
the conclusion of hostilities. 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 

(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 1114 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authoritv.or.a legal provision ; (b) 'the probable defence ;. 

(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

It is expected that considerable further evidence will 
be available in regard to the treatment of prisoners of war 
on the route by which prisoners of war captured south of Lille 
were taken to Germany. In order to cover the various areas and 
routes it is considered desirable to file this case though the 
detail is brief and it cannot be completed till after the war. 
On the face of it, it is clearly a war crime and since the War 
office was satisfied with the reliability of the information 
and has passed it to the National Office, it is swgested that 
it may be accepted with confidence. 

,41 
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Names and units are unknown; positions which  approximate 
ranks may be *inferred, are as follows :- 
1. General •officer .02/-• officers oommandinp German divi-
sion or  divisions operating in the neighbourhood  oftheLa 
Bassee Canal on or about May 20th 1940. 
2. Officers commanding unite of said division or 	 
divisions who captured 10 other ranks of the 7th 
Battalion The Worcestershire i4egiment and about ri0 
other ranks of other units in operations aforesaid and 
were responsible  for their treatment until transfer. to 
appropriate divisional personnel. 
3. Provost Marshal or Provost marshals or other officer 
or officers  deputed by the  C.O.C.  or G.O.C's  aforesaid  
to receive and escort such prisoners of war to Army 
control or.entrainment to P/W camps in Germany under 
conditions  required  by laws and  usages of  war,  

(Continued on page 2) 

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

On . Or about.May 20th 1940 and thereafter 	till towards 
the end of June 1940. 

The events complained of took place: (&) In the neigh-
bourhood of the La Bassee Canal: (b) On the march from 
the La Bassee Canal. towards Germany-via-Arras; (c)-At 
Malmedy; (d) At a oamp,to the  rear  of the Siegfried line; 
(e)On the train journey from Dortmund to Thorn Podgorz 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

No xxix. Ill-Treatment,of Lce-Cpl.Green and other 
prisoners of war. 
No.xxx. Employment of Lce-Cple Green and other prison-
ers of war on unauthorised works. 
Breach of the laws and usages of warfare and in particu-
lar of Articles 2, 8, 7, 10, 11 and 31. of the Geneva 
Gonvention,1929, relating-to-the treatment. of prisoners 
of war. 
Aseaultprobberytunlawtul wounding and neglect of. dutV 

towar
towards helpless persons bY failure to provide adeouAte ds 

 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

(For the Use of the Secretariat) 

Registered Number. 	Date of receipt in Secretariat. 
4/ 
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UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 

UNITFD KINGDOM 	CHARGES AGAIN-I 	GERM AN 	 WAR OW!! N.U.S 

CHARGE No. 	 UK - G,lB 48  * 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

The facts of this case fall into five parts following the 
five stages of the experiences of Lance-Corporal Green on his 
way to Germany. They included deprivation of personal effects 
including gold wrist-watch, gold ring, a silver cigarette case 
and an English pound note; unlawful wounding of himself and 
others; neglect by the germane to provide rations or shelter at 
least for some nights on the march; humiliation on the march and 
in a military camp; compulsion to perform tasks of military value 
to the enemy; and transport by train under inhumane conditions as 
regards food and accommodation over a period of three days during 
which prisoners of war were locked in cattle trucks without being 
let out once. 

THANSM 11"11. 1) 111'. 

• Insert serial n 	her under which the case is registered in the files of the National Office of the accusing State. 
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TOM at Stromness 
) 

in CXO County of Orkney 	 (6gd) S. GREEN 

this 27th day of September 

Y43. 

Liecro 

James G. Warwick, 
Provost of stromness, 
and J.P. for County of Orkney. 

" lro true !n 

SEAL. 
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of Ootobsr, 1943 

Treasury Solicitor's Department 
Storey's Gate, 

St. anee's Jerk, 
London, S. a.1. 
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PARTICULARS OF ALLEGED CRIME 

A reasonably full account of the matters which form the basis 
of these charges is set out in an affidavit by Lance-Corporal Green, 
copy of which is attached hereto. The particulars may be summarised 
briefly following the five stages of Lce-Corporal Green's experiences 
as already noted. 

(1) After capture on or about May 20th 1940 prisoners were ordered to 
work a ferry for military purposes. When they refused they were 
assaulted and wounded by bayonet thrusts in the legs. Subsequently 
they were deprived of all their personal possessions. When Lce-Cpl. 
Green tried to save his photographs they were torn up and he was 
knocked out with a blow by a hand grenade. He lost several teeth and 
his face showed scars as late as October 1941. 

(2) On the march towards Germany they were given no food for three 
days and apparently slept in the fields. They were marched by circu-
itous routes and ridiculed before the French inhabitants, in parti-
cular at Arras. 

(3) At Malmedy they were made to work on the preparation of a run-
-ay for the use of gliders. 

(4) At a military camp behind the Siegfried Line Lce-Cpl.Green was 
one of about 14 British prisoners of war who were employed on 
emptying latrines under revolting conditions. No other prisoners of 
war were so employed. They were given their food last and were thus 
humiliated especially before the French. 

(5) On the journey from Dortmund to Stalag XXA, which is reported to 
have been situated at Thorn Podgorz, prisoners of warwere accommoda-
ted in cattle trucks, 60 men to each truck which only gave room for 
each to sit with legs drawn up almost knees to chin. Each man was 
given half a loaf of bread and no water. They were then locked in 
and remained continuously locked in throughout the journey. 	The 
journey occupied three days. 

(Continued from you 1) 

4. Officers and other ranks whether of provost or unit personnel 
or personnel of L. of C. guard battalions charged with the escort 
duties. 

The Commandant of the prisoners of war camp at Malmedy. 

6. The Commandant of a prisoners of war camp behind the Siegfried 
line. 

7. Army Commander or Area Commandant and officer directly in charge 
of entrainment from Dortmund in Germany to Stalag XXA at Thorn 
Podeorz, 
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PARTICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT 

The main burden of proof will fall on Lance-Corporal Stanley 
Green, D.C.M., No. 4911273, R.A.S.C., who at, the time of the events 
which form the basis of these charges was serving in a battalion of 
The Worcestershire Regiment. Should he not, be available to give 
evidence in person an affidavit by him, above referred to, will be 
available. 

It is expected that some corroborative evidence will be available 
at the end of the war from private Cyril Bagley, also of the 
Worcestershire Regiment, who is still a prisoner of war in Germany. 
Some further charges as well as some corroboration of a general 
character may develop when Captain Seabrooke of The Worcestershire 
Regiment is released. There is also some expectation of tracing 
some of the men who shared some of the phases of green's experi-
ences. 

When Lance-Corporal Green arrived in this country after his 
escape he was interrogated by the appropriate Department of the war 
Office. (P.W.2 (a)). Under date 27rd October 1942, a note of 
'German Breaches of International Law which have not been the subject 
of protest through the ?oreign Office to the Protecting power' was 
drawn up. Under the heading 'Brutality and Ill-treatment'(pararraph 

sub-paragraph 3 is as follows : 

"No.4917277 L/Cpl. S. Green, R.A.S.C., was captured at La Bassee 
on 28.7.40. His valuables and money were taken from him. When he 
protested at a soldier tearing up his personal photographs, 
another soldier knocked him out by a blow across the face with a 
hand-grenade. He lost several teeth and his nose and mouth showed 
the scars when he was interrogated here in October 1941. Ve was 
sent with 17 other British prisoners of war to a point behind the 
Siegfried Line where for a fortnight they were employed in 
emptying a large latrine-pit. When the level grew too low for 
buckets to be used the prisoners were forced to wad- in the 
filth." 

The note otates 	 leliabilIty or L/Cpl. G:c'een is :rood. 

Apart from the testimony to confidence expressed in corporal 
Green the report has corroborative value since it testifies to 
evidence of wounding in the face. 



NOTES ON THE CASE 

(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to'orders: or in carrying 
out a system approved by aut 	y or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence : 
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

Of the numerous persons who should be arraigned at first 
sight there would seem to be but little prospect of identifyire 
the indi';idual captors of L/Cpl. Green and other prisoners of 
war on May 26th 1940, a total number or roughly forty men, who 
treated them with such inhumanity. But there is good prospect 
of the Division being identified and the Divisional Commander, 
which might lead to some of those directly concerned being 
traced. Meanwhile it is not suggested that the charge is com-
plete against those secondly accused and that they can be 
classified other than as 'C'. 

It is alro very doubtful whether the Camp to the rear of 
the Siegfried Line can be identified in consequence, of which it 
would be impossible to indicate the Camp Commandant who should 
be held responsible for the outrage on British prisoners of war 
perpetrated there. However, the Camp Commandant is listed for 
the time being amongst the accused in the hope that the Camp 
may be identified. 

All the other persons alcused are clearly identifiable 
since the approximate dates of the matters which form the basis 
of the charges are known and the places where the incidents 
took place are also known. 

It is submitted that this case should be regarded as sub-
stantially complete except in respect or the accused persons 
mentioned.(List of accused (2) and (4) ) 

Emphasis is placed upon the Affidavit of L/Cpl. Green, 
which, it is submitted, creates avery good impression of 
accuracy. The course of events affords a general corroboration 
of his story. For example, Arras, which is barely 30 Kilometres 
from La Basseet was reached much later than should have been the 
case if the march had not been circuitous. His subsequent con-
tacts and movements could be easily disproved if they were not 
true. On the hole the view is taken that an impressive narra-
tive of events isadded in support of the strong inference to be 
drawn from Lieutenant Fleis3hmann's Affidavit attached to 
UK - G/11; 26 (Murder of Captain E.B.L. Hart), and to the cumula- 
tive effect or the inferancesto be drawn from the intervening 
cases charging war crimes on the route of march. 
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UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 

UNITED KINGDOM 	 _CHARGES AGAIN -r G'RMAN ('RIMINALS 

 

CHARGE No. UK G/B 47 

 

   

The name, rank, and unit of the accused are unknown, but 
they are identifiable by their positions, as follows-:- 
(1) The examining officer of the Gestapo at the Caserne 
Clibert at Lille who examined Lance Corporal Robert 
Dunbar, D,O.M., 	then of--let- Battalion Gordon Highlanders 
on or about the 20th September 1940  
(2) Two other examining officers of the gestapo who con-
ducted a further-examination of the said Robert flunbar 
at the  same place some two days later. 
(3) The Judge who tried the said #obert Dunbar about the 
end of September 	1940and sentenced him to  
solitary confinement. 	  
(4) The Commandant of Pi,ontstalag 190 near Stuttgart. 

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

Between on or about the 14th September  1940  and on or 
about the 30th September 1940. 

Lille. 

Number and dc:;crip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

No. xxix. Ill-treatment of prisoners of war. 

The acts complained of constitute infringement of the 
law and usages of war and in particular_of Articles_2,4, 
50 and 54 of the Geneva Convention 1929 relating to the 
treatment of prisoners of war. 

Assault and il'alse imprisonment. 

 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

Lance Corporal Robert Dunbar, D.C.M., a prisoner of war, having 
escaped on or about 21st June 1940, was recaptured on or about 18th 
September 1940. He was imprisoned at Loos for about a fortnight,durim,  
which time he was taken three or four times to the Headquarters of the 
Gestapo at the Caserne Clibert at Lille. There he was examined and 
assaulted on refusal to answer questions of military importance. 
Subsequently he was tried on charges of having escaped and providing 
himself with civilian clothes and a foreign identity charge, and with 
sabotage. He was acquitted on the charge of sabotage, but sentenced to 
five months solitary confinement on the other charges. Re was sent to 
serve his sentence at the Prisoner of war camp Prontstalag 190 near 
Stuttgart. During his confinement his food consisted daily of a drunk of 
black bread and a small tin of so-called coffee in the morning, and a 
similar amount of thin soup in tho evening. 

TRANSNI 	ED BY. 

• Insert serial number under which the case is registered In the fibs of the National Office of the accusing State. 
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.:ATT411 o? TH.16 	 a ...it 	Ttifi -IA ;.:Ir 
THE 	GSH....,Cf BC:Jag 

lab and 21st JUN'S 1540 anti the B& :7..:. 	 1. .1.4 4,. 
mail BY 	GBSTAAG CR OTUk 	 .I.Gli:r13 of 1...in..:eGoiLOtim- kOZ&NT 

1JUNenit, 	 No. 2079107 formerly let Battalion Gordon Highlanders 
nos 2nd Battalion %melon Scottish between Se,Ae-oer 154J and Zenruary 
190 oontrary to the 	 A= in partioua6r 
AZLICI.. 2 to )* 46, 	AMA 5,4 C.'? :)7 or the 

of the ,2.7th July 1y29, relative to the TAtAT.,i.%A ,e .A.I.;unE.A,ti JP .A.A. 

AFFIDalrIT 

I, :t.:1!!.MT DUNBAR, 	 Na. 287',107, Lance-Coriorel, ltk. dattalion, 
London Scottish, formerly 1st Oattelion, Gordon Highlanders, .cake oath and 
say as followese 

1. I enlisted in the Gordon Highlanoers in i,arch 153d ark: aaa i.osted to 
the 1st Battalion. I went with the said Battalion to ?ranee roul.r.. about 
three weeks after the declaration of .ar on Germany. .in drriv41 in Frialboe 

we went through a period of truininti, and suLse,otaitly in 
1940 we were sent into the outost line of the agi14:t _ins. 

2. In or about the month of :i.ay we were in Action against tae Gera.anu in 
the acid outpost line. 	snort tiers later the .?ritish trooi.8 in that line 
were relieved by Frenoh troops and we were sent hf train to the Sofas* in the 

neiEhaourhood of Abbeville. Cur 3ettalion and e battalion of the ;;look -atoa 
on our right were th".n ordered to ettaok h wood held. by the Germans wnioN oe 
in due course olerao. Put French trooia or; cur left 'Dein, unaule to oulie 
,roigress oar left flan* voss expose, and we were Atil:.rsan :4 6 series of 
rear-guard aotion': to t. Valerie on the Stn o”,  .--)f June 1W:. Ir. t:v! 
corning of the 14. tf. (V),' or june, after bein, in action, e were 
and the reimina of tat ettalion, aLsountini„, s000rAn, 
about a nunired 	 :acute ,risoners of our. 

due cr-urae we Ant Itif"a* 	 'nosy. For about 'sine 6.!1:4 )o 
.e mere maronin;; nortt ).4aWas ee iere i urr 	Lof .:ormen 	 44P *evt 
osrryini no folla end on the fit It day we receiveu no rations. There,fi.er *e 
*ere given daily one eaoket of dritian Arial aaru uisonits &IAA/At throw ,:,en, 
'nu occesionsA.y at the end of the day auout half a l int of :lack li,uia soli 

to be coffee. If it bail not been 	p oertain fvoow.t of Lous . ar.ich WAS 
given Lo us 	french oivILinns, it is diffioult to see how ea ooulo have 
continue.; to sup;ort life. (.ur foot: was (awl suidplewented 	alkali extent 

by potatoes end soi;ur beet which we SISAS01.1 to colleot while rustia4 at ui,at 
and ensueti-les while on the march. This latter krooesaing, however, eau a 
very 4.1n1,,,.!rous one as we hao been warned against fallint out an., th, guerne 
were in the habit of firinz indiaoriilinately on anyone who Tel. out old:as 
he hao fainte6 or for other obvious reasons was unable to cowry on. 1 recall 
in ;articular the vase of , ,rivets of the :ameron Highlanciers who fell out 
on the line of mroh about the 1 6th day of June near dt. .:4, so far as I ems 
rensmber, and wade for r ,its of sugar beet. He was shot at end fall. I do 
not mow if he was killed. This was not nn isolt.te. case. To UP! beet of my 
reoollection I saw a least three or four at -lilt:J.  oaaes. 

4. I also saw a lermsn auard prod ;rivets 2tanley ;.eatland of my Battalion 
with a bayonet and hit him with stick. rrivete 4estlend had oollkoed. 
"he efforts of our comrade to ese*.oe the blo4e rn_ren on r.i Ar.o the failure 



or' the eueei to make hie get no had a sloe te the Ahioe to ,ur t:ier 
weak state while being traeic seemed also slightly clofeic. 	cousin 
of mine, Orivete Alexander ?reser Ounear Harper, who ose also in the 
lit oattalion of the eordon Highlanders, laughed, pith the result 
that the guard turned on him and !Attacked hi.;, savagely with the etick. 
e'rivate Harper ran sway but the gutrn oursued hie hitting hia violoee-
ly until he AVS Able to esoftee Elf loeine hiese.li in the Grow) of 
troops. 

j. 	on the 9t4 day of our meroh, I with the side .rivates -estland 
and flarper escaeed. Ciroutesteooes soon foroee un to separate gel es 
I am informeu anssi eerile believe .rleatea 'eestien1 :ete Harper were 
not recaptureu. I iayself aveidee reloaeture l'or a eerioa of about 
three munths (luring whioh tilee, having been su,elied with civilian 
clothes, I eaten) as a waiter in a ?ranch cafe, e asing as a 3elgian 
refugee with very alight knowledge of Prenoh on the sueeoaitioo thet 
ray mother -tongue was ?lemish. ey recapture to k lace on or about the 
16th day of Seetember 1)40, as a result, as i verily believe, of inforee. 
ation given by a .rolish woman lor the sake on reward. I wail taken to 
ft prison at Loos. 

4. During my imerisonment st eoos, which 	about. e fortnight, I 
was taken three or four qaetptAyllOsaeuartere cf the eesteeo at the 
Caserne Clibert at eillei (in he dOoeifon of one 	Auoh exeeinatione 
I was threatened by an olfioer who brandiahee hie revolver in ray feat, 
*nu subsequently when i refused to answer euestions as to the eosition 
or my Unit und on otner eointr of military information, he gave Ale e 
blue in the ,south with tee outt of his revolver knookine out a tooth 
whior ham been reeleoeu by b raise teeth since my return to ereat 
eritain. On another occasion tea days' later two other officers 
sere exaJdning 'we. They were moving about the room shoutine ,uestions 
at le Eras tioe to ties stenoing over mm threatenineiy and eicteting 
notes tv n an taking them doAn on a type-writer. Amongst the matters 
on whioh they wanted information was en alleged lenuine, of paretreops. 
It eiTeftren that two perachutes had eeen found in the neighbourhood of 
the place where I had bee-  captured and - ooe this it was inferred that 
I wan one of a body ehioh has been landed. ke all eueations on this 
eueeect coulee only be ensweree in the negative ey reelies were diseless.. 
in: to 11, interrogators who knoceee ee about, oinchine me one from 
either side. I do not know the manes ranks or unite vi those two eetn, 
but : think free their ehouloerebedges Azle their authoritetiee '.rumor 
ttet they were ofeioers. 

7. 	About a week after the exeeinetihl lest referred to or rather less 
I was brau,ht to trial together vita tee ?moon eee..rietor oe the oars 
where I had served as a ealter ea eeove 	 krill his daughter, 
eotn of *hoc. were aeere ox :41 ieentity 	hew cone, tees the riek of 
eeerieneine ea. I seas charged that ,hila .' „riaoner of 	had 
eaceled one erevieee eyeelf with 	clothes ami 	eereiee identity 
Gem,. I aaa also eocuseu of seolteee out tee erverietor of tne cefe 
and his daughter deposee to the 1..ot that i roes Ay custom to ate/ in 
the house after my day's duties 'sere acne 61E14 that 1 hen not left the 
ereelises. It WAIS therefore i e oesille that T should nave been guilty 
of 'sabotage en, his charge w.ra withdrawn. I ees sentenced to five 
months twittery eonfinement on the other enargee. The proprietor of 
the *rife wn sentenced to one year's ieerimonoeet. His daughter was 
elae senteeoeu to one year's imo.ilsoneent which was inoreased to seven 
yeesrs ehen, on being removed Pro,: the .ourt, she shouted out sosetning 
vihion I was tole by the in(erereO:er wet to the effect that she knew of 
many other British erineeere 	er Aho she he- heleed but thet n.itrin 
would ineuoe her to divulge teeie n 	whereabouts. 



8. I was sent to serve tv nenteoae t%) ttv 	 9J ,ax' Cam; FrAltstalag 
1%:?0 near 6tuttgart wed 	 iritionar ai s. nueLer 006. 

term of solitary confinement my fooz aonsi*-teA daily of • chunk of olhok 
bread whioh I mould not sat until the ,ands of hunger compelled we, 	h 

small tin owe  of so-oalled coffee Ln the a.orning 	n si. filar hi,ount of thin 

sot, in the evening. T was often so meek that I ooul4 softirce1, wove about 
my oell. 

9. I was released from solitary confinement after four' an.: a eibif 
by which time it was the worth zi' iiebrtiary 1941. Two nihts aftere.ori i 
swiped with Private Martini; a .Jeapaton rider of the Royal Coris of ii6nala. 
In due course we reschea 1.1.Jland and stiosequentiy worked our Roy through 
Belgium and 00aukied Prance to Onoccuiled Prange where I was interned at 
vA. !.qTpolite du Fort which I gatheroo area about eighty kilometres from 
Marseilles. ix. or about July 1:41 7 esciaea from this internment cam,: an 
was assisted to cross the Spanish border. Subsequently, however, sow days 
later I was arrested end interned at ;lace anich I uncisrstx>0 was called 
Pi41;aras or ?yips-mi.. .a.t a later period I was iwriauncd in the gaol of 
:Jaragosvn from which I was trunalerre6 to liarcelona and thence to ;.iiranda 
d'Ehro. I was liberated frau the last nameu interment ot.mi at the instance 
of the 1.citish ailit,ary -ttache at ,d‘irlu. I was thin sent to nAbralter 
frm which pleat. I was repatriated, arrivin: 	(.:reenook on or about the 
12th day of Kovember 1541. 

Soli:Xi at 	 1 
in the 	of 
this 	 day of 	 ) 
1943  

.341fore me 

)owsissioner for uottehs 



u? iA 	Td LEIS LP s.Aft0H 
THROUGH (ALIAIE;., 	 8:4141U - 
oft THE 14A";Tc ttiY iTlt4 12th and 
21st JOS 1940 and the BRUTAI, Tlz.ATMENT 

ILleiGA:, L4-..i/:./.4i4CLiT Thy THE 
(JquTh 	 AGMTS of LAMM-Ma 
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the original Affidavit. 
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Treasury Solicitor's Dei artment, 
StL;rey' s Gate, 

St. James's Park, 
London, S.W.. 
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PARTICULARS OF ALLEGED ( NNE • 
The short statement of facts, first supplied by the War 

Office (P.w.2 (a)), has been expanded in an Affidavit by L/Cpl. 
Dunbar, a copy or which is attached hereto. The paragraphs 
which refer particularly to this case are numbered 5 - 8. 

• 
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PARTICITAR OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT 

The only available evidence is that of L/Cpl. Robert Dunbar, 
D.C.M. No. 2879107. L/Opl. Dunbar at the time of the acts 
complained of was in the let Battalion Cordon Highlanders and 
had marched from St. Valery-en-Caux where his division, the lst, 
Highland Division, had made its last stand, the remnants sur-
rendering 12th June 1940. L/Cpl. Dunbar is now in the 2nd 
Battalion London Scottish Regiment and should be available to give 
evidence in person. Meanwhile he has made an Affidavit a copy of 
which is attached. 	This Affidavit lovers experiences during the 
first nine days of the march from St. Valery-enl.laux en route to 
Germany. It forms part of the evidence of UK - G/13 29. 

So far L/Cpl. Dunbar is the only witness. But Private Herring 
of the R.C. of S. who escaped with him should also become available. 
Conceivably it might also be possible to trace the owner of the 
French cafe and his daughter who are referred to in paragraphs ti 

and 7 of the Affidavit 

There should also be some corroborative evidence from German 
recordopparticularly of the Prisoner of war Camp Frontetalag 190 
near Stuttgart where he served his sentence. 

A measure of corroboration is also obtainable from Corporal 
Dunbar's dousin Private Alexander Fraser Dunbar Harper, formerly 
of the let Battalion Gordon Highlanders, now also of the London 
Scottish. 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 

(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carryipg, 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence 
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

The identification of the accused should not present so much 
difficulty as in some other cases. Their positions were such that 
ordinarily they were likely to be held by the same men for some 
length of time. 

L/Cpl. Dunbar creates the impression of a reliable witness 
and it is submitted ;net the case may be regarded as complete 
for the purpose of indicating the accused and demanding their 
surrender. 





(1.,or the ('se of the Secretariat) 

Registered Number. 

0209/vKA 62.  

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 

UNITED KINGDOM 	CHARGES AGAINST 	 GPRMAN 
• ..• 	 . 	, 

CHARGE No. UK - G/B 48  * 

WAR CRIMINALS 

        

        

Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

- 4 rAtif.  tea 

Names and units are unknown, but their positions, from 
which approximate ranks can be inferred, were as follows: 
1. The Army Commander or Area Commandant responsible 
for correct 	treatment of prisoners, of 	war, captured. 
in the neighbourhood of Abbeville on about Sth June 
1940, between. A.B.Q. and P/W camps in Germany. 
2. Officer in charge of inland water transport between 
Belgium or Holland and Germany on or about the 27th day 
of June 1940 when a large number of British prisoners 
of war were transported in a barge by river or canal to 
Germany, some of the prisoners being men from the _st 
(Highland) Division captured in the neighbourhood of 
Abbeville. 
30  the Officer in charge of prisoners of war on the 
barge in question. 

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translabd.) 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

Round about June 27th 1940. 

On inland waters from Belgium or Holland to dermany. 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

No.xxix. Inhumane treatment of prisoners of war. 

Breach of Laws and Usages of Warfare and particularly 
Articles 2 and 11 of the Geneva convention 1929 relating 
to the treatment of prisoners of war. 	..... _ 
Neglect or duty towards persons for whose reasonable 
maintenance they-were responsible 

snowr slATENIENT OF FACTS. 
Prisoners of war captured in 7rance on or about. June 6th 1940 

were sent from Belgium or Holland into Germany by barge. The voyage 
lasted five days. When once embarked they were put under hatches 
where there was only standing room. Later on they were allowed on 
deck for a time. Neither fool nor water was given by the guards 
during the whole of the voyage. The only sustenance for British 
prisoners of war was a slice of bread each about half an inch 
thick provided by the Dutch Red arose as they passed through a 
place believed to be Rotterdam. French prisoners of war who were 
well supplied with food did not help their British comrades. Mutual 
recriminations led to friction and the British were put under 
hatches for several hours. Several British prisoners of war fainted. 
The first food supplied was on disembarkation. 

TR.\NSN1 I I I 1 1 

• Insert serial number under Ns hien the case is registered in the files of the National Office of the accusing 

(20352) 	%%1.1'.15415 1120 	:;011 	I 14 	, I ,■ i t 	c p.6045 

it.:419241 	1A4.1".1s1; 1'.11M1 5,000 :I 41 



1. 

4.  

F. 

/N THE HATTPR of BRUTALITY TOT ARDS ANT) TH" 
TRFATI-NT OF TrIT/SH PRIrONPRs OF TAR BY OMAN 
MILITARY P7RSONNT1, ON TH7-I "'AY FrOl Flleme' ANT) 

TO GTLIAITY CON-flAY TO 	P-.INCIPLTr 0? 
IMT"'MATIONAL LA"' AND IN PARTICULAR A7TIGL"Sts 4, 
6, 7, 9, 11 and 74 of the IN=PATIOVL (10PV"NTION 

D" AT rIPNTIVA JULY 27th 1929 IN R"LATION TO 
IvIsOirrr OF "'AR 

18 .7V" MUIR LANG cOLTIIP, noC.I., No. ?9S7PR4 Private'  

Prd Battalion Arsyll and Sutherland Ift-hlqnderes  At present 
Driffield, East Riding of Yorkshire 

stationld at/Thlk-wn411--Otalertelpo, foRke oi.th an say as followsi- 

On S-ptember 15th 19'r9 I beim. twenty VORol? of rt.-,e was 

called up in the 	 I WAS instructed to report at the 

Rerimental BIAO of tho Arc yll and Sutherland Ilic,hlanders At 

Stirlin5,  Castle Stirling. In or about the month of ?ebrunry 

1940 I was tooted to th,! 7th Battalion and I went to Franoe 

on draft, 

In 'Isy 1940 the BRttalion having been on luty in the 

Aaginot Lin- wls 'ent to Abbeville to Aeot the thr^at of a 

German advance in that direction. 

The Battalion went into notion on th early mornim,  of 

June 1rd o' June 4th 1940 Tn 4  after fierce Pi-htin- in which 

heavy casualties were sustained Te wore surrounded and com-

pelled to surrender on about June 9th. I was sent to a 

Prisoners cW mar OAT near Jona in lermsny knorn as Stalag/XO, 

"Pe were marched into Belium ano through Belgium to 

Holland on our rrRy to Germany. This march occupied about 

throe,  170,7 	 '-'. rich tine only occasional and wholly 

insuffioi^nt 	-rere supplied consistins* of dark brown 

beans and mouldy blaW7 bread. -e were mainly d'4.v,.ndent upon 

fool and drink sunplior! to UP by th 	 porulation as 

we passed through towns awl villa76s. 

From Holland 7e were taken to Gormlny by river, 

were embarked on barrres and put under hatches where there was 

only stan'in room. Sometime after we had started the hatches 



were op.,ned an we wen Allowed on deck, The voynre 

112ted 'or nbou` five days, re were carrying no food and 

riven neither foo-1  nor water by tiv? 7uards ''or the 

rholci or 'his time, The only surt,m%rle we rociv,?dras a 

slice o' bread each .bout !r 	an inch thick which was 

;riven to us by thr,  Dutch 'ied cr,oss 	No passed throurth 

place which I thourht wan 7iotterdam, There were alio some 

French Prisoners of war who were well supplied with food 

but they chid not, help Iv,  out, 7Altual recriminations lend 

to 'riots or. and the British were put under hatehee fon 

several hour-, rf- were 171 very played out and several 

men fainted. On diseribl,rkstion we were rJven food. 

Eubsequertly we pros,-;ede:1 br train to a rlistrIbutinp 

cr.tr,  from which I VT - 7 s.,rt to the Prisoners of !war Camp 

aforer-lltionod, 

SWOhN at Lilburn House 

• 
City and 	 )  

in the/Oounty of 7 
ZeWCaSt1C-UPOnTYne 	

J. GOLDIE 

tide 17th drij Of September 	1043 ) 

1;e ?ore me, 

HEN R? II;JLEDEW 

A Commis3ioncr for Oaths 



Re BRUTALITY TO"'ARDS AND THE 
TREATMENT OP BRITISH 
PRISONERS OF "'AR BY GERMAN 
MILITARY PERSONNEL ON THEIR 
TAY FROM ?RANCE AND BELGIUM 

Certified Copy/ 

AFYIDAVIT 

- of - 

JAMES MUIR LANG GOLDIE, D.C.M. 

CE.TIFIED to be a true copy of 
the original Affidavit. 

..9-etveroe•a-&< 
Treasury Solicitor's Department, 

Storey's Gate, 
St. James's Park, S.W.1. 

1744. September, 1943 

THE T.T.ASU:RY SOLICIT:- 



IN THP lATTril of TH7 1177AT17N".: OT? firInPn 
r T.'"17" OT,. mA7 BY 1r7z1AN '!ILITAPY r'IRPoNN'T oN 

-/- "AY 7!Ig re'?ANc7  AND 13-i.nrum 70 17Tr'AlY CINT7'Arrf 
70 TH7  Prl-irt-:T 07 InTirotTATinNAL TJAm ncl Tr 
PArITICULAP A7f/-LrS 2 40#  7#  9#  11 snl Ni of 71-7 
INT7 NATIONAL MIV"NTION '!.An,' AT www JtILY c7th#  
1I'V in R7LAT/ON TO illtN--r oF "AR 

Is "ILLT".1 	no.1., ;4). ^q77912#  priintn#  
11th lmttqll.on Arryll an-  PutherlInd Hi-hl-rdnrs of nrc%sent 

etstionod tt Bqr”ow in Furness, tsnomehire# 7IPP o,th 

Pity As Pollows i. 
on/istect in t;.! irr.”11 	Cutheri,n0 ,TillAnclers on 

Jlnumry nth 1111. I 71S on eorvion in :song 'Tony" sno Chinn 

with the rind 71mttmlion °ron July 	to somettnn in 11'xN 

whorl th.- Fisttslion '7RP trIrsforrol to InOis, "1111P in Tolls 

sqw servile in thrs elcalsni (forth "est Prontiorl os-Irsipn 

in iglr srl in thn "mliristsn Cqmpsirn in 19'x7, rillrAno th e 

lsttnr osnnA.on I WAR "nlITICIP(1. 

Pe 	I wort on to the, 2epervo on Pintrtry nth 1!'' Am; 17AR 

rr10111rA to thr' Colours or tYlo outbres of "tr on Certenbor 

'7101 lmNO, I wort to mrsnor- on Irsft 'o th^ 7th Hitt/3110n 

(""1°  Connsnvi pit tht,  1,orinnint- or 114n. 

N. 	In April 	104n tho Bsttnlion , ss on ftlity in part 

or thr outpost lir- to 	 Tine but 7v,  wort-,  7ithIrswn 

gni pont to 1bbo7111e. ti moot 1. merrvn 	-71u- to tho out.- 

noyr-7v,nt by flornIn "otiose. 

4. 	The risttslion 	Into sotion on t% ,- early norrin- or' 

Juno Ind 0- 4th 1040  111. sfto^ rierco '1.-htin- In .11I nh 

hom7y e•am;-ltif,r,  wart, sustainel th" r-rsnts we r^ slIrrounriof! 

T V1110 br1(119-1" 	IlrlsonPr 0° mqr sn't oomrollod '0 surrondor, 

mr 7  in 	ooursn 	r1:11t. to 	r'olrrrnprs oe '"qv,  ri'm, neve,  

Jnra in :7111n7. This os-T wary kno-tn Rig otslmr IX C. 

our way to th" rrisonors or "'sr 01-1p georormim 

worn mmrohnd into Bel•qun lro trourh 	to lollsr,1 to 



a river 	toofr to be tho 	 naroh onupcx7, 

about three) woek!1 Jurin- which tin=; only oenanioral rations 

were supplied oonsistin- or a small amount or dark I•own 

ban2 e‘n ,  a plos? or -aouldy blank broa0, '"o wore mainly 

dopende.mt upon food and Arink nupplied to us by tho nivilinn 

populltion as -72 pissorl tiusou:h towns 'Irr,  

	

'3. 	Cfhen 	arrivod at the rivor to -=7hion 1 havo alronly 

referred we wore very (.7hausted, :iovertheloss we rforo put on 

bar:7os wif.hout fool, nom, . o" us inclulin myself under hatohos 

and the others on 	The barp.on worn rronnly overcrowdod 

and wo wore on tilom Pas tbout five days, "to wore oarryinp no 

food and ,,Ter- 'riven neither 'ood nor water by thf7 ("lards for 

the whole of this time. The only nunt(►nanoo wr reoeivod was 

a slier. or broad osoh about hilf 121 inch think an.1 not much 

bip"or if at all than hal"' t nlioo from a standard "nrlish 

tin loaf whi7h was rivon to US by th^ Dutoh R&1 (Irons as I 

wan informed tro verily bellow), 	wor all almost at our lnat 

rasp and soverAl .Jan fainted, r)n Oisembarkation we wore pivon 

rood an' proceeded by train to a distributin- °entre from 

whioh I WA0 SOnt ;ith ot-tiern to the Prisoners o -nr Camp 

aforeslifi, 
) 

	

S"'Jili at 	 ) 
) 

) 
) 
) 

in tho County of ) 

this 	day of 194 ) 

Bofore me, 



10% 

Re TH7 TREAT 7NT OF BRITISH 

PRISONERS OF 11',U BY GERMAN 

MILITARY P7RSONN7L ON THEIR 

WAY FRDM FRANCE AND BELGIUM 

TO GERMANY 

AFIDA7IT 

- of - 

Tinian :AACFARLAN7, D.C.. 

-.6.■•■••■■•■•-••,•■••-•• 

THE TREASU;Y SOLICITOR 
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PARTICULARS OF ALLEGED 11:1 \11.: 

Nothing requires to be added to the short statement of 
facts which are taken from the affidavit of James Muir Lang 
Goldie, D.C.M. No. 2985254 Pte. 2nd Battalion Argyll and 
Sutherland Highlanders, copy of which is attached hereto. 

No. 2977912 Private William MacFarlane, D.C.M., 11th Battalion 
Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders also gave information which was 
embodied in a draft affidavit which was approved by him. Before it 
was sworn he was sent overseas. A copy is attached. Proof can be 
given that the statements contained therein are facts to which 
private MacFarlane was prepared to swear. 
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PARTICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT 

The evidencefs contained in attached affidavit and draft 
affidavit and no doubt the evidence of several witnesses will 
be available when the war is over and prisoners of war are 
released. 

Privates Goldie and Macfarlane whose statements have been 
referred to are expected to be available as witnesses in person. 

No doubt there will be other witnesses at the end of hostilities. 

Should Private Goldie not be available his affidavit should 
be admissible. 

Similarly the contents of the affidavit proposed to be 
sworn by Private MacFarlane should be admitted to proof. 

Both these men made reports to the war Office Prisoners of 
War Department in the course of duty on their return to this 
country. Evidence of such statements should also be admissible. 
They are summarised in the note dated 23rd October 1942 referred 
to in other cases which is headed "German breaches of International 
Law which have not been the subject of protest through the 
Foreign Office to the Protecting Power". 	Maciarlane's report 
dealt mainly with another matter, but his reliability as that of 
Goldie is described as good. 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 

(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of • his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence ;. 
(c) ' whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

It is subkitted that no doubt can be entertained of t1-,  
central fact namely transportation by barge from Holland, or 
possibly Belgium to Germany. The food conditions testified to 
in many other cases provide evidence of systematic semi-
starvation of prisoners of war which affords strong corrobora-
tion of the statements of these two men. 

With two reliable witnesses available, subject to the 
vicissitudes of war, the case may be said to be complete. 

Of those accused, while none can escape responsibility, 
the officer in charge of inland water transport would seem 
to bear the greater degree in a case of this kind. 

/.4 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 

(Under this heading should 1w included t lie view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authorit v or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence :. 
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

It is submitted that no doubt can be entertained of thg. 
central fact namely transportation by barge from Holland, or 
possibly Belgium to Germany. The food conditions testified to 
in many other cases provide evidence of systematic semi-
starvation of prisoners of war which affords strong corrobora-
tion of the statements of these two men. 

With two reliable witnesses available, subject to the 
vicissitudes of war, the case may be said to be complete. 

Of those accused, while none can escape responsibility, 
the officer in charge of inland water transport would seem 
to bear the greater degree in a case of this kind. 

ed‘ 
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(For the Use of the Secretarial) 

Registered N umber. 

0/UK/G/g 3 

Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

4 AIX 19411 
411% 

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 

Ancvm KINGDOM 	CHARGES AGAINST 	 G7111" 	 .\\TAR  CRIMINALS 

CHARGE No.. UK - 	49 * 

Name of accused, his 
rank mid unit, or 
official positiOn. 

(Not to be translated.) 

Names and unite are unknown but their positions from 
which approximate ranks may be inferred,were as follows:- 
1. The Army .Commander or Area Commandant at Walsoorden 
on 29th June 1940 

2. The-offiver In charge of inland water transport from 
Walsoorden to Germany on 29th June 1940 

3. 	The officer in control of prisoners of war on the 
S.S. "Konigin Emma" on 29th June 1940. 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

29th June 1940  and following days. 
On route by S.S. "Konigin Emma" from Walsoorden to 
Germany. 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

No.xxix. Ill-treatment of prisoners of war. 

The acts complained of constitute infringement of 
Articles 2 and 11 of the Geneva Convention 1929, 
relatimr to the treatment of prisoners of war. 	 

Neglect of duty towards persons for whose reasonable 
maintenance they were responsible. 	 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

300 British and 700 French prisoners of war were packed 
on to a small paddle-steamPr, the "Konigin Emma". The holds 
were full and the deck too crowded to permit of lying down. 
There were no sanitary arrangements. the food was bad. The 
journey lasted 40 hours. 

1L1N:, 1 11 11 1) 11.y 

• Ins?rt serial number under which the case is registered in the tiles of the National Office of the accusing Slate. 

(L'i02) wt.P.tr,)).-  II 0 	500 1 II 	■ 	1 	1,t : 	t p.655 

1269V, 	Wt.P.I:+1; 1'.1139 (,I.NP 3 III 



P age 2 

()1 .11.1.1.1(.1.1) 11:1111.1 

A British prisoner, or British prisoners, of war in Orlagr,-  
IX A/1.1 gave a statement to General Fortune of their experienoe4 
on this voyage of which the following is an extract:- 

"On 29th June 1940 at Walsoorden, a party of 300 British 
officer prisoners of war and 700 French were embarked in the 
"Konigin Emma", a small paddle-steamer. 	The accommodation 
space was quite inadequate, the holds being full and the deck 
so crowded that it was not possible for all to lie down. The 
journey took 40 hours. There were no sanitary arrangements, 
the only facility being a perch on the side or the ship. Many 
of the loaves issued were so mouldy as to be uneatable". 



Page 3 

PARTICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT 

IV 	It is presumed that the officer or officers who gave the 

a
apve statement to General Fortune will be available to give 

evidence. The facts set out above are contained in a 
letter of 26.11. 42 from General Oortune to the Swiss Legation 
in Berlin. 

This letter, which has been referred to in other cases, 
collects 40 reported war crimes committed by the Germans of 
which four relate to offences committed against prisoners of 
war on their way to Germany and are accordingly included in 
this series of cases. 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 

(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence pi§ 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence; 
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 	 ' 

On the assumption that the facts were as above the 
offence is clear. 

It is not to be supposed that the fact of this transfer 
by boat to Germany would not be correct or that the conditions 
which were charactetistic of the German attitude towards 
prisoners of war, particularly British prisoners of war, were 
not substantially accurate. 

It is expected that considerable further evidence will 
be available. 





Names and units of accused are unknown but the 

positions held by them, from which their ranks may 

be inferred approximately were  as  follows 	:- 

1.  The  Army Commander or Area Commandant at Lokeren  

on 12th August 1940 	 

2, 	the officer in charge of inland water transport... 

from Lokeren to Germany 	12th August 1940.  
3. The officer in control of prisoners of war on the 

barge in which prisoners of war were oonveyed from 
Lokeren  to Germany 12th August 1940  

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

12th August 1940 and the following  days, 

On route by barge from Lokeren to Emmerich. 
Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

••• .... •• 

No. xxix. Ill-treatment of prisoners of war. 

The acts complained of constitute infringement of 

Article 2 of the Geneva (lonvention'1929,  relating 

to_the treatment of prisoners of war, 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

(For the Use of the Secretariat) 

Registered Number. 

6 4 

Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

Ta; 	;r lyet! 

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 

BRITISH 	g) 	_CHARGES AGAINST GvP,111 AN 	WAR CRIMINALS 

CHARGE No._ UK - G/B 	* 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

About 1000 British prisoners of war (of all ranks) were 
embarked on a coal barge -ith Trench black troops. Crowding 
was great and there was no room to lie do^m. The journey 
lasted 48 hours. 

TRANSM ITTED BY 

• Insert serial number under which the case Is registered in the files of the National Office of the accusing State. 

con..2.1 et f.i..r4r,  II O 	:,toot I 4 4 A.& F.W.Lt L C p.685 
(.?■;trzi, 	%% t. I'. 1..17 4%1139 	5,Inno 	3 14 
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PARTICULARS OF ALLEGED CR I M 

A British prisoner, or British prisoners of war in'; 
Oflag IX A/H. gave an account of their experiences to 
Brigadier Somerset of which the following is an extracts: 

"On 12th August 1940, approximately 1000 officers 
and men were embarked on a coal barge at Lokeren en 
route for Emmerich. They were very crowded and there 
was noseparate accommodation for officers. At night 
there was no room to lie down, and if the hatches 
were opened for air the rain poured in. Black French 
Colonial Troops were in the same hold as British 
Officers. The duration of the journey was 48 hours" 

No other detail is at present available. 
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PARTICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT 

It is presumed that the officer, or officers, who gave 
the above statement to Brigadier Somerset will be available 
to give evidence. 	The facts set out above are contained 
in a letter of 26.11.42 from Brigadier Somerset to the Swiss 
Legation at Berlin. This letter collects 12 reported crimes 
committed by the Germans of which 4 relate to offences 
committed against prisoners of war on their way to Germany, 
and are accordingly included in this series of cases. 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 

(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence "5  
committed on the offender's Own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence ;.. 
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

In addition to being an offence under Article 2 of the 
convention relating to prisoners of war,on grounds of inhumanity, 
the action of the German authorities is open to criticism on 
other grounds.However liberal the view of British officers may 
have been towards prisoners of war of other nationality and 
race, the action was intended to humiliate them. 

It is expected that further evidence will be available 
in due course. 
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February 1947 of 

	Jaworzno 

(2) 	Rilfpoeten...Franz .. 

and place 

prisoners working_ in the mines at 

Watelawek, a.guard. at the same date 

Name of ;Accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

(1) Fahrsteiger Wilhelm Rempe' in  charge _on the 21-b. 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

2Rth February 1947 

Jaworzno 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

(i) Murder 

Murder or 4anslauptiter 

(For the Use of the Secretariat) 

Registered Number. 

-?/3/tizie:-/sy 	 

Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 
BRITISH 	CHARGES AGAINST 

	
GERMAN 	WAR CRIMINALS 

CHARGE No. UK -  0/13 R8  * 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

The second accused shot dead Private Isaac Zassler, a Palestinian 

prisoner of war, 

THANSM VII I'D BY 	 

• Intort serial number under which the case is registered in the files of the National Office of the accusing State. 

%N ■ 	Ilf$1 	:o1.1 	I 11 	t. 	1 .1% I.t i 	cp.685 
1^I7 	 14 
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PARTICULARS 01' ALLEGED CRIME 

Particulars of this case are contained in a report by 
R.S.M.S. Sherriff, No. 10,77q,, who may be presumed to have been 
the man of confidence, which may be summarised as follows :- 

On the 25th February 1943, Zassler proceeded with "Torking 
Party R. 561 to the pit at Jaworzno, at which the party were 
working. On arrival Zassler did not take up his work, and upon 
search being made was found by the first accused, Rempe, lying 
on his chest in the locomotive shed suffering, as he al.Leged, 
from pains in his leg. He had not reported sick that morning. 
Rempe telephoned to the surface of the pit to Unteroffizier 
Kalenski, who thereupon came down and ordered Zassler to work, 
which he then did "with good will". Kalenski then returned to 
the surface, but descending again some time later to see that 
all was well found that the second accused, Watslawek had shot 
Zassler dead. According to their own account Aempe and 
Watslawek directed Zassler to change his place of work, the 
latter actually going with him (armed with his rifle) to show 
him where to resume work. 	On the way Zassler turned on him, 
grasped his tie and threatened to strike him with his pit lamp. 
Watslawek then fired three shots all of which hit Zassler in 
the head and killed him instantly. 
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PARTICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT 

There were so far as is known at present no British 
witnesses of this event, 	R.S.M. Sherriff's renort is based on 
a report made to him by the Germans. It is possible, however, 
that some other members of the Working party in question can 
throw some light on the matter when they emerge from captivity. 

Copy supplied by the Tar Office of R.S.M. Sherrifft s report 
contained in a note of the British Legation at 3erne dated 27th 
July 1947 (Ref. xxi/7m0/47) is attached to the last case. The 
relative extract has been copied and is attached. 

Copy of the German Memorandum addressed to the Swiss Legation 
(K.W. 2/4A. No. R 10,(V;4 dated 15th June 194'0 is attached. 

0 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 

(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view' of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence; 
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

This case is based largely on inference. The admitted 
fact, however, is that Hilfposten Franz Watslawek shot and killed 
Signalman Zassler. 

This, it is submitted, is a case of unnecessary use of fore. 
it is unlikely that a man armed with a rifle, and with comrades 
no doubt within call, should need to shoot dead a man who is 
attacking him with a pit lamp. Moreover it appears that the 
accused shot the deceased three times. It is also matter for 
unfavourable comment that neither Watzlawek or Rempe reported 
the occurrence to Kalenski at the surface. It is arguable that 
this indicated that they felt no great confidence in their 
position. 

It may possibly be that Rempe was entirely innocent of the 
whole affair, but since he was in charge of the workers underground 
it seems logical to couple his name with that of Watslawek in this 
charge. But as regards Watslawek there is a prima facie case which 
he is called upon to meet. 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 

(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence; 
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

This case is based largely on inference. The admitted 
fact, however, is that Hilfposten Franz Watslawek shot and killed 
Signalman Zassler. 

This, it is submitted, is a case of unnecessary use of for;e. 
It is unlikely that a man armed with a rifle, and with comrades 
no doubt within call, should need to shoot dead a man who is 
attacking him with a pit lamp. Moreover it appears that the 
accused shot the deceased three times. It is also matter for 
unfavourable comment that neither Watzlawek or Rempe reported 
the occurrence to Kalenski at the surface. It is arguable that 
this indicated that they felt no great confidence in their 
position. 

It may possibly be that Rempe was entirely innocent of the 
whole affair, but since he was in charge of the workers underground 
it seems logical to couple his name with that of Watslawek in this 
charge. But as regards Watslawek there is a prima facie case which 
he is called upon to meet. 
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• e 11•CrO order00, impolitely, uw it member of tau gutir0 to 

recove >ur boots and olece thum in the luggage ruck.. 

L' (1w:elm:kt in in' rrovt-Aer 	 i •  •f te:Acti 	repeuted 

tilt: order, it r. nolite re -1. ,e8t. 

S. 	c 1:)riltusted twit the floor ti.vu too dirty for our 

stockinged fuet, Imo regAeated Cot an of'le.•e be brow ..t, to 
lisouss the 	 UP 	off'icc re. ' 

4. interuretur 	 43.1chi.. o:' 	 cevurP/ 

sol ,',1ers buret ini, tar com.,ortticnt. 	prooec , !ed 

allingely to built us about nit, the butte of tacir 

L. ersonel ly 	Lev not at ruow. - 1 V•141:1 (le:lief'''. by the Moor, 	(hi 

in their (.4therneab to ':;e amongst us they 're,401e1 pant 

1:W10)0c:red thlMr further inaide tut. onry-imetv 

5. limy ...ere au. sorted ay to  •feldi.tb6l, purple *ith teutonic 

c"tol*:ncnt, with a dre*n pistol with v, hich ho quelled our 

obje:!tionn to being, butt,  red about. In ::sy judgi,;(nt it see 

en ,cer tr; ',hoot, and rome of our lives rung 	(.1 tareud. 

idt, ce 	 fo(Ity,cor 	thc. recik, 	subsided. 

7. 	• lien wt. resche. 	erourg, 	 .ho 1166 been 

etructz in t..c 	Ass not rure f 	 able t•. get along on 

foot, but ti friendly interpreter warned 	he hud bette7r 	e;, 

r OtriCilOW 	t 1 ■ C !Eldwebel referred t."..) in ( -t.rnitzliph b wren es 
It rr)  cease, 	loc.King for an exe,:re 	sho.".. one of us, flOki 

un.douLte.:4 1y do so it' the. r kc.rt' any slim of ever, rat I 	7i:;K 

on the march. 

J. iiameu of tom: there present: 

Cspt 0.0. •4,ight, 9th Lanoera 

" 	Clough-Trylor ( 01cm/este, A,t s, 

P. corfield, h.o. 

E. 

	

	ort int r t.;oltistrearG. or ,iretif 
..urteea 

U. Rohr:, 	.u.Y. , . 

Pl. !t. xolerel 	tcn, 	. . end 	utra.,  t of other 

Qrficers. 

9. 	-n vvrivel at arburg wu reported the epinuiie to i;r1e. 

.,0mcrect, IA ..enior %/Meer f 	party. 

togd) (1, ;Y . 
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.Astement by 	. 	. -ouden, of this 804m:ov a  
regorrilly. sn evrsult by ,:ieronn :-.01diers on 
isritIsh .:fftc(-r, 	. ebouL 

•••••■•••••••••■••■•••■•••■■••11110 

Ith re ferehoe to t-o incident to vIltioh you rfer, 1 confirs 
7 .ens A wrmuor of the .:arty of oficers, ntver7,1 of WhoPe 

nr 	enenM. 

6riefly, the oireurtoten:_er were se. folloto:- 

. 	e, were ordered, Impolitc-ty, by A member or the gusrd to 
re,ove ur u.7;to nal pinoe them in the lugY:ne 

e lomsned nn interpreter, uho one fetohe4, !Intl repented 
they orooer, nt r. roltte 

o protested thst tae floor io too dirty for our 
stockinged feet, nr. retzoested Lint en off ic4t-r be brou,t, to 
discuss the .ettr oith uo se officers. 

4. 	.'ne interpreter lcrt, eno r flomcnt or t,.o inter eeversl 
.:.errIvn eol/iire buret )111.11 the oemlierint 9n.1 ;:rkmeeded 
siviA)gely to besh us ib'ut with tree butts of their rifles. 
4:;,ersonn)ly i uel. no'. stmex - 1 k.es (Jested by !,ae loor, end 
in their eagernehr tf) be smongst ;JEt t,,ey 	 p.0 c end 
belebo,,r(JA tie further InPide tile earrings/ 

0. 	AAey were nu i)orted by e feldwobel, purple with teutonic 
ci.eitemont, tith e dreun pistol wit.' whiCh 40 quelled our 
ot.jvotici'ne to being bettered ebout. in Ay jutignt tie lne 
ee,;er to roora, snn some of our 11.es hung by r 

b. 	d 0.0Utt 	footuenr .tn t.it; rem:, s::0 subsided. 

7. 	.hen we rescow' eruurg, ;(4;t.. 	h Tftylor, 	had been 
struoK in t.ie leg, Ass not nurt f being able Lo get slong on 
foot, bu,  e friendly interpreter unrne4 	ae 	better Keep 
up sollenu*, so the f'eIduebel referred t,) in ppregrsAI b %\ein o 
betel cee.e, -use lorAsim; for nn excAte to snoot one rf us, rnd 
uould undouatedly do so if thcec uert r.ny sign of even str4, :liA 
on too :Arch. 

Necies of BOMe trs present.: 

Uspt 	right, 9th Lsnoers 
'I 	elough-dIsylor k Oloucester 
" 	P. Corfitld, 

K. Aortiver ‘12oldstrosn or t;renrdler .1unrie% 
J. :urteee 
G. HOhme, 	. 

Vl. ,t. holsnd Alen, 	. end P number of other 
`4Ifigere. 

9. 	Al errivm1 nt nrburg we reported tnc e;leode to ir1g. 
LIonrrset, 	 offiodr 1' .41r psrty. 
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.arrannee, 
-ocKley, 

Alpex. 

-tatemeht by ._;apt. 	. _owden, or two ad"reao, 
regoritni; an mei:twit by :Jeri!pn.o4L.iicrs on 
britlaa •fficcr, 	. aboul. ‘AA:,orr. 

ith reference to t e incident to i.hicie you rcfer, I confir 
tent 1 was A ever of-  ti.c Arirty of ofticero, se.ver:.1 of wL.oec 
na:,es 1 append. 

briefly, the oiroo Letsn oo *ere ay toloto:- 

;. 	e were ortemi, 	 by a member of the guard to 
rer4me our boots am! ..1Lace tuem in the lug460 

t demanded An interpreter, who WAV ntitC)Wei, !tod ret„ented 
ttew orriar, nrt r pc)) 11a request 

3. •e protested tuAt the floor was two dirty for our 
etooVinged feet, An! relatel thot an ofricvr be 	 to 
discuss the .4)t,it.r 	:AI As officers. 

4. trpre ter 1, :'t, And .1 ,-toole.nt or two jett:r 
•;arr-Ah soi.iicIrA burst into toe cor:::•( rt.. fl PTO prOCItecied 
sgyn.pay to Ort...1 uss obout 	t..c 	or toeir 

; .,arc not str,..,t,; - 	uso oehteo fly 	.loor, and 
in timir 	rnens t) 	 t 	 rrir40 1 oil ;AN t eat and 
beitiboured those fort:,er 	thc otirr 

ale/ ..ere su.,.:orted by 0 feldwtwel, olrple wit:; teutonie 
excitement, v.it ■-. A drawn dintol 	v,hich he quelled our 	• 
objectione to beine bAtt repl neout. ,n , judght he was 
eo$,!er to ri.ot, 	''Orx• 	oor ;.1t:s hung by n 4.hroad. 

6. c oleo(' 	.ur footwthr ri t 	racm, 101:A vubiliagd, 

7. ueo 	 t. 	h ";nylor, who /a: boen 
structi in Cl/ 	Wee not ohrt r being able t get along cri 
foot, cm' a friendly interi;reter anrned 	he had betV:r 
up so:::ebow, so the feldwebel r*rvrr*.1 to in ooragrrh o :ire A 
h0r1 CAte, was lo.itting for P41 exe:Ast to 'Moot one 1-  us, And 
would unnoubtedly Mo so if thcr.:! were any sign of teem straggling 
on the '::arch. 

S. ROM 48 of some t.cra , resent: 

Copt -.4.Q. 	 Lancer' 
4 	Clou4i.-Tay1or k 	ilouocptc 	ti,A9 
"N. Corfit;11, 

x. .Aort 	r 	ildatrtom or Avneoier ;unpin/ 
4. urtets 

 oh.*, . .!. . 
?Li 

	

	4oland 	 . . ond P nuniber of other 
:iffictre. 

n arrival nt mrburg wt• r000rtod tat c-oieathe to , ..rig• 
-nior :friovr 	ur 9orty. 
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.taterient by :apt. 	. • olOen, of t.&la 	t,. p 

regli r t i n; 	 .:Zrtpzt ol:tcre on 
1(3 r 	. . 	abo4 	?Qt, OV • .1A_ 

refer(!not; to t. t inoltient to 	yO7.& re.cer, 	oonrlris 
t.,pt r  ...cc t3 :4!:14.:C-11 	:Lerty of of. iccra, sclicr!- 1 	siawe 

; a; OLIO. 

t:oc uIrc,;:lutsn cep rwre 

c titre or!exe 	 b,y s member of the 	tr.; 
rti,s-ovc 	cruo:c 	I'louc tiler. in tia: 

i• • 	tt letcrin,ied an interpreter, bei.41%) vr,r,  tVt.C:11C) o WWI rel,teted 
artier, NU 0 ;•011te re42t..441t• 

• e l:ratt:rete : tuft tue floor t,r,b 	'7itet.;1,  for our 
stooi:Incii feet, aryl req..,est6•1 tiint ^rt Offi.c;cr be urou .it, 40 
rilSet.fie tne atter 	ur rya officcrs. 

4. 	I nterpmtcr it: t 	rloca..nt Or time 10.41.tr t.tevCr1:1 
co/ -! I e. re buret S nt 	cora:.:art• n 	!in 	e!,(3 

alragely to beet& us about viit4, t.,e butts ot' tueir 
cruonnliy 	not strum'. 	vat(' oetitc,: uy t;&t.: •oor, pm! 

in tiacir et...term:tin to ue eArano;et 	1.&,ey 	 tutu 
belaboured to :net furtl.er inside tut carr,pa, 

Li. 	',bey isere au .ortegi by a feldwebel, 	 tt.u.tonic 
exessi4crit, a1tt, cT (.1rok•n diatol 	'fluion tie quellese our 
ou,,icotionn to beine, ustt rc.0 nuout. 	r, 	jtides: it CA; tma 
coser to 	 1, GWE -7 our Ii' ela curt..; uy r '.urct;(i. 

t).t\CC 	'tat fout.:&tar .n t.i. 	 stassilcd. 

7. 	In *I: rescue 	crburg, 	 i& •••aylor, ‘,Liu iia,1 been 
stmol,. in 	leg, ob0 not sum r 	nbic t get along on 
foot 	cit.' 	rrien:ti,V 	'vett r &,ArTK.. .1 -  lit: ititft bettf,:r 
up ao:'lebo*, 60 tix 'cl1V/Obc1 rer'erre 	in otrogrr'i, b r.fl 
;ler,1 enue, 	lo,:ein.; for nn ext:..erte tt PititiOt one 	1." us, t,nit 
‘,)141(1 un.doutrtc , i1,1' 	if ttz 	 rim) or t:Ven Pt/ 	!:g 
on tne 

01 	 ;rtscnt: 

Govt. 	 5)1.4. i.anoera 
...lough—Try/or k .;louotrtc, 
P. 	 . • 

art ic&er 	,1,1ct rt.er.. or retie Hier Alm 
t. 	urtems ,1 	 . 	• 	. 	. 
1. 	t. 	 • • . 	nu: 	of 'oi tier 

Asricc.ca„ 

4. 	n ser1vp1 at 6rourg wt rc.i,ortcd t..c :,icode. to 1.401,:. 
;041p,rovt, 	 .1*•locr 

l ride t} 



The names  rank and units of accused  persons are unknown 

but the accused should be identifiable by their  positions, 

which were as follows :- 

1.,_The 	Officer in command of the train  by which  prisoners 

of war from Oflag IX A/14 Spangenburg were sent to Warburg 

on 10th October 1941 

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

2. Officers and other ranks in immediate control of 

prisoners of war on the said journey and in  particular 

those 	in 	charge of the coach  in which the events  

occurred which resulted in the present charge. 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

10th October 1941 

on journey by rail from Spangenburg  to Warburg 	 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

No. xxix - Ill-treatment of prisoners of war 

The acts complained of constitute 	infringement of Article 
2 of the Geneva Conventions  1929, relating to the treat-

..pent of prisoners of .war,  

As  

(For the Use of the Secretariat)  

Registered Number. Date of receipt in Secretariat. • 
3  filo!  cpg 1944 

  

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 

	BRITISH 	CHARGES AGAIN r 	GERMAN 	 WAR CRIMINALS 

CHARGE No.  UK - 0/B 71  * 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

British officers were ordered to take their boots off and 
put them on the rack. As a result of their demurrinv at this 
order due to the state of the floor, they were beaten with 
rifle butts by the guards. 

TRANSM ITTI I) B\' 	  

• Intr!rt serial number under which the case is registered in the files of the National Office of the accusing State. 

013531 Wt. PASO 1120 	ta) 1 11 A.& E.W.Lt I. 	p.685 
(.,69.21) 	t. Inl 1'.11311 5,001t 311 

........... 	 ... 



Ad:- The Treasury solicitor 

Warrennes, 
hockley, 

4lissex. 

Sept. 10. 1944 

Statement by Capt. G.S. Lowden, of this address, 
regarding an assault by German Soldiers on 
British Officer, P 0 _••.:• about Oct/liov. 1941 

With reference to t.,e incident to which you refer, I confirm 
that I was a member of the party of officers, several of whose 
names I append. 

Briefly, the circumstances were as follows:- 

1. 'A were ordered, impolitely, by a member of the guard to 
remove our boots and place them in the luggage rack. 

2. We demanded an interpreter, who was fetched, and repeated 
the order, as a polite request. 

3. We protested that the floor was too dirty for our 
stockinged feet, and requested that an officer be brought, to 
discuss the matter with us as officers. 

4. The interpreter left, and a moment or two later several 
German soldiers burst into the compartment and proceeded 
savagely to bash us about with the butts of their rifles. 
Personally I .was not struck - I was seated by the door, and 
in their eagerness to be amongst us they trampled past me and 
belaboured those further inside the carriage 

5. They were supported by a feldwebel, purple with teutonic 
excitement, with a drawn pistol with which he quelled our 
objections to being battered about. In my judgment he was 
eager to snoot, and some of our lives hung by a thread. 

6. We placed our footwear on the rack, and subsided. 

7. When we reached iarburg, Capt. Clough Taylor, who had been 
struck in the leg, was not sure Jf being able to get along on 
foot, but a friendly interpreter warned aim he had better keep 
up somehow, as the feldwebel referred to in paragraph 5 was a 
hard case, was looking for an excuse to shoot one of us, and 
would undoubtedly do so if there were any sign of even straggling 
on the march. 

8. Names of some others present: 

Capt S.C. Wright, 9th Lancers 
" Clough-Taylor (c Gloucester Regt? 

F. Corfield, R.A. 
" 	R. Y.ortimer (Coldstream or Grenadier Guards) 
Lt. J. Surtees 

C. Rohme, K.O.Y.L. 
Fl. Lt. Roland .Jalen, 	and a number of other 
R.A.F. Officers. 

9. On arrival at ..arburg vie reported the episode to Brig. 
Somerset, the Senior Officer of 'Air party. 

(Sgd) GUY S. LO',,DR;N. 



Page 2 

PARTI('ULARS OF ALLEGED ('RIME 

Prisoners of war in Oflag IX A/H pave a statomPnt of 
their experiences to Brigadier Somerset of which the follow-
inn- is an extract :- 

"On 10th October 1941 during the train journey from 
Spangenburg to Warburg whilst playing bridge in the railway 
carriage, we were ordered to take our boots off. This we 
did, but when we were further ordered to put them on the rack, 
we demurred because of the filthy state of the floor, and 
asked to see an officer. When the train stopped at Kassel 
one of the guards jumped out and spoke to an N.C.O. who came 
back and the guard then proceeded to beat us up with rifle-
butts. There were no breakages of limbs but several officers 
received injuries". 

Since then one of the officers who made the Complaint 
has been repatriated. 

He is Captain Guy Stuart Lowden, The York and Lancaster 
Regiment. 

Copy of a statement of the facts, prepared by him to 
which he will testify in person or by affidavit, as required, 
is attached. 

de 



Page 3 

PARTICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT 

Captain Lowden is available as a witnesss and presumably 
other officere*ho joined in giving the above information to 
Brigadier Somerset will be available. The summary which was made 
by Brigadier Somerset wascontained in his letter of the 2g.1l.42 
to the Swiss Legation at Berlin. 

The letter collects lf? reports of war crimes committed by the 
Germans in various parts of 7urope. 

Brigadier Somerset would not have made such statements if he 
had not been satisfied that +,ham allegations were well founded. 

As has already happened in this case throuph the circumstance 
of Captain Lowden being put in touch with the British National 
Office in another connection (see UK - G/B 

0 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 

(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence ; 
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

Article 2 of the Convention relating to prisoners of war 
very clearly enjoins on the captor the duty of not inflicting 
ill treatment upon prisoners of war. 

If the sanctity of international Conventions is to be 
maintained, i+ is thought that the lesser offences against 
their provisions cannot be safely ignored. Moreover it is 
suggested that the steady application of just punishmentby 
reaching personally a large section of enemy offenders will in 
the long run have a more widespread effect. 

International Conventions, though having no expressed 
sanctions, represent attempts to codify recognised Laws and 
Usages of war. 

Clearly armed forces whose members have suffered by reason 
of breaches of such Laws and Usages have the right to impose 
appropriate punishment. 

It might be considered to be unfortunate if the educative 
value of the correct exercise of this right were ignored in 
cases where the offence is clear and identification should be 
possible in due course. Captain Lovrden's statement makes it 
clear that there can be no defence. 

011 

•• 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 

(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence ; 
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

Article 2 of the Convention relating to prisoners of war 
very clearly enjoins on the captor the duty of not inflicting 
ill treatment upon prisoners of war. 

If the sanctity of international Conventions is to be 
maintained, it is thought that the lesser offences against 
their prOvisions cannot be safely ignored. Moreover it is 
suggested that the steady application of just punishrnentby 
reaching personally a large section of enemy offenders will in 
the long run have a more widespread effect. 

International Conventions, though having no expressed 
sanctions, represent attempts to codify recognised Laws and 
Usages of war. 

Clearly armed forces whose members have suffered by reason 
of breaches of such Laws and Usages have the right to impose 
appropriate punishment. 

It might be considered to be unfortunate if the educa t ive 
value of the correct exercise of this right were ignored in 
cases where the offence is clear and identification should be 
possible in due course. Captain Lowden's statement makes it 
clear that there can be no defence. 
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Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

& tic 	(gal, 

Registered Number. 

74 	 3r2g ( 

r 

The naine,rank and units of accused persons are unknown 

but the accused should be identifiable by their  posi- 

tions, 	 which were as follows 

la 	The 	Commandant 	of 	the reception camp 	at 	warburg 
on or about 13th October 1941 

2. A German soldier who at 	the above time and place 
struck British Officer with his rifle butt aril broke 

his arm. 

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

13th October 1941 

marburg 	  

-  Ill treatmInt of prisoners . of war. 

The act complainad of conatituteSinfringement of 
Article 2 of the Geneva Oonvention.10q91-relating to 
the treatment of prisoners of war. 

Aaaault. 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

(For the Use of the Secretariat)  

UNATED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 

	BRITISH 

 

CHARGES AGAINST WAR CRIMINALS 

 

CHARGE No....UK 	G/13 72 	* 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

A German soldier struc:( a Drifish Officer with hin 

rifle butt and broke his arm. 

TRANSM HIED BY 

• Inert serial number under xvhich thy case is rt.istere(1 in the liks of tilt. \atio:1:11 Office fd the accusing State. 

C0:152) t. P.1:4 1120 50  0 

(.0924) 1%1139 5,000 
1 41 •, 
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\ I 1.1.:(;11) 

• 
A British prig _)nor of war in Oflag IX A/H gave an 

account of his experiences to Brigadier ;3omerset of which 
the followinj is an extract :- 

"On 13th October 1941, whilst awaiting a search in 
the reception camp at Tarburg I saw a German soldier 
reverse his rifle and sth.ke the arm or a British 
officer. By this action the officer's arm wa: broken. 
The incident was witnessed by several other officers". 

No other detail is at present available. 



Page 3 

PARTICUIRS OF EVTDENCE IN SUPPORT 

It is presum7,d that the officer whose arm vras broP:en, 
together with the officer who rave the above statement +o 
BriFadier Somerset, and other witnesses of the assault, 
will be available to Five evidence. 	The facts set out 
above are contained in a letter or 2.11,42 from Briralier 
Somerset to the sisn Legation at Berlin, settin7 out a 
list of 12 reported war crimes committed by the Germans in 
various parts of 7urope. 



Page 4 

NOTES ON THE CASE 

(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence ; 
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

The breach of the Geneva Convention relating to the 
treatment of prisoners of war, is clear, and the observations 
under this heading in UK - G/B 71 apply. 

The identification of the Camp Commandant should present 
no difficulty and since surFical treatment will have been 
called for, sufficient attention will have been drawn to the 
matter to enable the second 'accused to be identified. 
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(For the Use of the Secretariat) 

Registered Number. 

• 32 f 11k lati 
• 

Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 
	BRITIFT 	CHARGES AGAINST. 0.73, VAN 

CHARGE No. UK - Gib 	 73 	* 

WAR CRIMINALS 

The name, rank and units of accused persons are unknown 
but the accused  should be... identifiable 	by 	their positions, 
which were as follows :- 

1. The  Transport 	Officer 	at Ifteenach, mid-July 1942 

2. The Manager of the Goods yard at  7isenach Station, 
mid-July 1942 

3. The Shunting  Staff at the same time and place who 
used a tuaan ronrai_ninn wounded officer-  prisoners 
of war for shunting purposes  

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

Mid-July 	1942 	  

At_Eisonach 	  

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

No.xxix - Ill-treatment of wounded and  prisoners  of 	war 

The act, complained of constitute$infringement of Article 
2 of the Geneva Convention 1929, relating to the treatment 
of prisoners of war. 

Neglect of defenceless persons 	 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

A hospital coach containinp.  19 wounded R.A.?. officers 
was used as a "buffer coach" for shuntinp for 7 hours in 
the Eisenach Goods Yards. 

ItANSM 11'11.1) 

•

..... 

• Ins:rt serial number under which the case is registered in the likti of the National Office of the accusing State. 
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PARTICULARS OF ALLEGED CRIME 

• 
A British prisoner, 	prisoners or war in Oflag 

IX Arri save an account of their expert mces to General 
Fortune of which the followinr is an extract :- 

"At Eisenach, in ',;id-July 1942 a hospital coach 
marked with a Red Cross containing 19 wounded R.A.F. 
officers, was taken from a siding and used for about 
3 hours as a "buffer coach" by a shunting engine 
which was "making up" other trains. The coach was 
eventually put into another train. 	The German 
Feldwebel in charge of the prisoners of war had 
telephoned for permission to have the coach attached 
to a passenger train but had been told that it was 
to go attached to a goods train". 

No other detail is at present available. 
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PAITICUI,AIS OF EVIDENCE IN st•PpoRT 

It is presumadthat the crfficer who save the above 
statement to General Fortune will be available to rive 
evidence. The facts set out above are contained in a 
letter of 26.11.42 from General Fortune to the swiss 
Legation at Berlin, settin;-  out, a list of 12 reported 
war crimes committed by the Germans in various parts of 
7urope. 

The Feldwebel in charge of prisoners of war may 
possibly be a witness. 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 

(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree oli4  
responsibility of the accused -in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence 
(c) whether the case appears to he reasonably complete.) 

It is assumed that there was a military Transport Officer 
at this place who should be easily identifiable. 	The Manager 
of the Goods Yard at Eisenach Station and the Shunting Staff 
should also be identiCiable since they would be in the 
permanent service of the railway subject to man-power require- 
ments. 

I 
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(For the Use of the Secretariat) 

Registered Niunber. 

 

Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

  

• 33d/i/k/e/76 	74t taii4  ofis 

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 

CHARGES AGAINST (77'7!N 	WAR CRIMINALS 

CHARGE No. UK -  0/13 74 

BRITISH 

The mune, rank and units of accused persons are unknown 
but the accused should be identifiable by their posidons, 
which were as follows :- 
(1) The Officer in supreme direction of the provisioning 
and transfer to the mainland  of prisoners of war captured 
in Crete in May and'June 1941 
(e) The-Transport-Officer-ftt-euda Bay) 	Crete, 	who-.em- 
barked  prisoners of war for Salonika by way of Piraeus 
on S.S."Arcadia", on 23rd September 1941 
(7)-The-Transport-Officer-at Piraeuswho embarked on-
S.S. "Arcadia" for Salonika 30  prisoners of war in 
lieu of those who were disembarked at Piraeus 
(4) Officer in charge -of- prisoners of war on i.5. 	 
"Arcadia" between 27rd September 1941 and about 9th 	 
Ootober 1941 when they arrived at Salonika. 

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

23rd September  1941 and the following days  

On_roIlte from  suda Bay  to Piraeus and Salonika 	 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

No. xxix - Ill-treatment of prisoners of war 

The acts complained of constitute infringemen+ of Article 
2 of the Geneva Convention 1929, relating to the treat-
ment of prisoners of war. 

......... 	--• .... 

Assault, false imprisonment and neglect of defenceless 
persons. 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

About 790 British prisoners of war and 900 Greeks were 
embarked on the "Arcadia". All prisoners revardless of rank 
or health were placed in the ship's hold, without adequate 
provision for washins7 or sanitary arranements. 	On arrival 
at Piraeus the fit prisoners of war plus another consignment 
of about 390 were kept on board under similar conditions 
until they were dispatched by sea to Salonika. Reprisals 
were threatened if any atte'npts to escape were made. 

TR.% 	11 1. I) BY 	  

*Insert serial number under which the case Is registered In the files of the Natin,ial Office of the accusing 

	

50.1  1 I 	.%% I.t I 	( p.683 

oar.' 	‘1,  t 	1 ,17 1%1139 5.1000 3 1 	 • 



2 

l'AI:TICt .1..•11: 	012  A1.1.1.:(;11) (1:I \11'_ 

• 
A British prisoner or prisoners of war in Oflag 

IX A/H gave an account of their experiences to Brigadier 
Somerset of which the following is an extract :- 

"On 23rd September 1941, approximately 350 British 
prisoners of war, including 3 Lt. Colonels, 13 other 
officers, medical officers, sick, wounded and protected 
personnel, were embarked together with approximately 
SOO Greek soldiers, many of whom were seriously ill 
and wounded, in the ship "Arcadia" at Suda Bay, Crete. 

All ranks were put into the holds of the ship 
without any distinction between fit, sick, wounded, 
Greeks or officers. There were no washing arrange-
ments, and the only latrines were poles over the 
fore-part of the ship. On the deck, in full view of 
these latrine arrangements were three Greek women. 

On arrival at Piraeus, the sick and wounded with 
one medical officer were transferred to an Italian 
Hospital ship and the Greeks were disembarked. The 
other British prisoners of war were taken ashore for 
one night anJ tiaen rel.embarked with a further 350 aT1 
ranks, mostly medical officers and medical personnel. 
The prisoners of war were on this ship under these 
conditions for 14 days until finally disembarked at 
Salonika. They were told on embarkation at Suda Say 
that in the event of any attempted escape, ten men 
would be shot for every one that escaped". 

No other detail is at present. available. 
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PARTICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT 

S 
It is presumed that the officer or officers who rave 

the above statement will be available to give evidence. Tn 
addition there must be many other witnesses who will become 
available in due course. 

The facts set out above are contained in a letter of 
25.11.42 from Brigadier Somerset to the swiss Legation at 
Berlin, settincr out a list of 12 reported war crimes committed 
by the Germans in various parts of 7urope. 

Reference is also made to this episode in a letter of 
the same date from General Fortune to the (wise Legation, but 
the account forwarded by Brigadier Somerset is the more 
detailed of the two. 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 

(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence ; 
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 	 • 

It is expected that considerable further evidence will be 
available in 

expected 
 to the treatment or prisoners or war on be 

transferred from Crete to Greece en route for Germany. 
The gravity of the offence of the third accused is less 

than that of the second accused as owing to the number dis-
embarked avmercut,drat Piraeus the accommodation was not so 
restricted. The conditions, however, were not improved. 

Clearly there is an offence and it would appear that it 
should not be overlooked. (See remarks under this head in 
UK - 	71) 





The name, rank and units of accused persons are unknown 
but the accused should  be identifiable by  their posi-
tions, which were as follows :- 

-1. 	Camp-Gommmndant 	of Prisoners of 	war at Corinth 
on the 4th June 1941. 

2. The Officer or other rank in charge of the 	party. 

of  prisoners of war at Corinth on 4th June  1941 	 

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

subjeoted' to delousing  treatment in circumstances 

described below. 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

4th June 1941 

At Corinth. 

No.  xxix - Ill-treatment of  prisoners of war  

The acts complained of constitute infringement_of 
Article 2 of the Geneva Convention, 1929, relating 
to the treatment of prisoners of war. 

Assault and neglect  of defenceless persons& 	  

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

(For the Use of the Secretariat) 

  

 

Registered Number. Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

 	•  337Juulci el  

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 
BRITISH 	CHARGES AGAINST GFRMAN 

	
WAR CRIMINALS 

CHARGE No.  UK  - G/B 77  * 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

About 90 British and Dominion officers were compelled 
to march barefooted and clad only in light drawers, through 
the town of Corinth to the sea-shore where they underwent a 
primitive form of "delousing". 	As part of . this process 
they were compelled even when suffering from open wounds to 
go in-o the sea. 	They were a1!,o sprayed with creosote. hey 
were then marched back again to camp through the town. Their 
clothes were not returned to them till more than hours later, 
in fact after midnight. 

TILNN:,NI HIFI) BY 

.11 serial number under which the case is registered in the lilts of the National Office of the accusing State. 
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PARTICULARS OF ALLEGED CRIME 

A British prisoner, or prisoners of war in Oflag IAN 
gave a statement of their experiences to General Fortune of 
which the following is an extract :- 

"On 4th Jura 1341, at Corinth, between ?n and 100 
British and Dominion officers and a number of other ranks 
were assembled at the instigation of German camp authori-
ties to undergo delousing treatment. At about 2.0 p.m.all 
their clothing and possessions were removed. All personnel 
were then issued with a pair of thin calico drawers. At 
about 5.0 p.m. the officers were marched under German guard 
through the camp, barefooted and clad only in the issued 
short drawers, thence along a main road and through the 
streets of an inhabited part of Corinth. The route through 
the camp was in full view of Jugoslays, Italians, Indians 
and Palestinians ind Cypriots of various ranks. The party 
Was marched to a beach about 1 miles from the camp and 
were then ordered to go into the sea water. At least one 
member of the party was suffering from an open wound. They 
were then marched along the beach over shingles to where a 
crude delousing plant was set up. Every officer was 
squirted on various parts of the body with a type of creo-
sote solution. They were sent into the sea again and finally.  
:marched back to camp, again through a populated area, reach-
ing camp at about 7.7,0 n.m. when a chill wind was blowing. 
Clothing and possessions 	were not returned till after mid- 
nignt, reveille on 5th June being about 2 hours later",  

No other details are at present available. 
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PARTICVLARS OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT 

440 	It is presumed  that the officer or officers who gave 
the above information to General gortune will be available 
Details of the case are contained in a letter of the 2P.11.42 
• from General Fortunate to the Swiss Legation at Berlin. 

The letter collects 40 reports of war crimes committed 
by the Germane in various parts of vurope. 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 

(tinder this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offefk. 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence ; 
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

This may seem a petty case but apart from the ill-
treatment of a wounded man, it involves insult Ind humil-
iation of British and Dominions' officers. For reasons 
noted under this heading in UK - 0/B 71 this case is 
included. 

If the second accused cannot be identified the case 
will merely add a further incident reflecting the callous 
and insulting attitude of the (Pimp Qommandant towards 
Prisoners of war. 



338/OK/GOO 

10 . 	ekit4i 

.2. 	 1-<:4 

3, (PC:144 '/c Paw 

4,1e 	0►~- 

(8 )1t,. 	R CC  

all4t4lk 

  



The name, rank and units of accused persons are unknown 
but-.the....accused...sho.ul.d...b.e... identifiable_by.._their 	positions 
which were as follows :- 
(1) The 	officer in general charge of the arrangements 
fcr..provialoning-and_accommodating 	 war  
captured in Greece in May and June 1941 on their  
transfer to Germany. 
.(2) 	 The 	 Tranapor.t 	officer,. Provost-.Marshal 	or 	other- 
officer in immediate charge in  !alYZC  June 1941 of trans-. 
fer 	of prisoners of war from Salonika to Luckenwalde 
t71_Officers...in_charge of  prisoners .of 	war,on- the 	 
said route or stages of the said route on the occas- 
ion of transfer of-22-British 	Officers in circumstances.  
detalled_below. 	  

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

Date 	as_yet 	unknown but 	probably May.. or 	June..1941 	 
7n route from Salonika to Luckenwalde in  lermany. 	 

No. xxix - Ill-treatmnt  of  prisoners of war. 

The acts complained of constitute infringement of 
Article 2. of the Geneva Convention 1929, relating 
to the treatment 	of prisoners 	of war.. 
False imprisonment an'  neglect of defenceless  personp. 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

(For the Use of the Secretariat) 

Registered Number. Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

33q AiRiqw  

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 
BRITISH 	CHARGES AGAINST 	 ..... . AVAR CRIM I N ALS 

CHARGE No.  UK - G/B  

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

During a 7 day journey from Salonika to Luckenwalde 
in Germany 22 British officers were shut in a cattle-truck 
without straw, washing or sanitary arrangements. mater was 
only supplied at irregular intervals and food was inadequate. 
No exercise was allowed. On arrival at Berlin the officers 
were marched throupth the streets in dayli7ht in their un-
washed and unshaved condition. 

TRANSIT ITTED BY 

• Ins?rt serial number under which the case is registered in the files of the Natio:ial (Mice of the accusing State. 
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PARTICULARS OF ALLEGED CI:111E 

A British prisoner 	3ritish prisoners of war inilklag 
IX A/II gave a statement !:o General Fortune of their experi-
ences on these occasions of which the following is an extract:- 

"For a 7 day journey from Salonika to Luckenwalde 
(Germany) r" British officer prisoners of war, includinF,  
2 Lieut.Colonels, many of them suffering from.dysentery 
and diarrhoea, were accommodated in a cattle-truck with-
out straw. There were no latrine arran-ro.aents and no 
washing arrangements. 	Drinking water was only availa- 
ule by favour or the German guard. During the w_ole 
journey they were not once allowed out for exercise. 
Doors of the trucks were k-pt ^loses 	travelling 
in Germany. 5 day's bread ration (11 to a loaf) was 
issued and 2 small tins of wurst and 4 biscuits per 
officer for the whole journey. The prisoners of war 
were later marched about 1 miles in daylight in an 
unwashed and unshaven condition throuch the streets of 
Berlin carrying their kit". 

No other detail is at present available. 
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PARTICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN SI'PPORT 

111 It is presumed that the officer or officers who p.ave the 
above statement to General Fortune will be available to rfive 
evidence. 	The facts set out above are contained in a letter 
of 21.11.42 from General Fortune +o the Swiss Legation in 7erlin 
sotfin:,  out a list of 40 reportel war crimes committel by the 
Germans in various parts of T7urope. 
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PARTICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT 

It is presumed that the officer or officers who rave the 
above statement to General Fortuna will be available to rive 
evidence. 	The facts set out above are contained in a letter 
of 2(3.11.42 from General Fortune 4 o the Swiss Legation in 7erlin 
settin:,  out a list or 40 reported war crimes committel by the 
Germans in variouq pa-,.'ts of TPurope. 1 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 

(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offe" 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying-
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence ;. 
(c) whether the case appears/to be reasonably complete.) 

Remarks made under this heading in Mr. - G/B 77 have the 
same application in this case. 

The inference seems justified that there was 
machinery for dealing with prisoners of war taken in (Mete 
and Greece and that the men in effect operating were 
likely not to have been changed very frequently. They should 

easily traced indue course. 
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The name, rank and units of accused persons are 

unknown but the accused should be identifiable by 
their positions, which were as follows :. 

The guard in the prisoners of war oamp at 

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

Corinth who shot Corporal Ochs on 8th or 6th  

	kay4_19.41A 	  

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

5th or 6th Lay, 1941. 

At Corinth, Greece. 

No,i Murder or No. xxix 
of war. 
Breach of Article.2....of_G 
relating to treatment of 

Ill—treatment of prisoners 

eneva Convention, 1929, 
prisoners of war. 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

Murder or wounding. 

(For thoi Use (if the Secretariat) 

Registered Numher. 	 Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

I. 
1:  

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 

 

BRITI  Ski 	 CHARGES AGAINST 	 4EF.I.4N 

CHARGE No.  UK  — GO  84  * 
WAR CRIMINALS 

 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

On the 5th or 6th Lay, 1941, Corporal Ochs, a Palestinian, 
was shot in the lung, while repairing the carp fences. 

THANSN1 1111 1) BY 

• Ins:rt serial number under which the case is registered in the tilts of the National Office of the accusing Slate. 
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PARTICULARS OF ALLEGED CRIME • 
The only particulars of this case are contained in 

an addendum to War Office Memorandum No.443, which states:— 

“At Corinth prisoners of war camp on the 5th or 6th Lay 
1941, a German parachutist guard shot Corporal Ochs, a 
Palestinian, in the left lung, just above the heart, 
while he was repairing the fences round the camp by order 
of the Berman authorities". 

No other details are as yet available. 
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PARTICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT 

It is presumed that the prisoner, or nrisonern, of war 
who made the above statement will be available to substan-
tiate and supplement the evidence on which this charge is 
framed. 

The source is said by the War Office memorandum to be 
"reliable". It does not appear whether Ochs is still alive 
or whether he died as a result of his wound. 

The evidence of the Camp Commandant should be called 
for. 



Page 4 

NOTES ON THE CASE 

(Under this heading should be included t lie  view taken as to (a) the degree 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authorit y r a legal provision ; (1) the probable defence ; 
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

Assuming the necessary evidence becomes available in due 
course in support of the allegation, there will be a clear 
prima facie case of wounding, or if Corporal Ochs subsequently 
died, of murder. 

It is probable that the accused will be identified as such 
a serious matter must have come to the notice of the authorities. 

There is no connection as yet between the Camp Commandant 
and this crime. But the Camp Commandant must be called upon 
for such information as he may have upon this matter. 
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Letters should be addressed to— 
THE TREASURY SOLICITOR, 

and the following reference quoted on the 
cater and in the letter : 

• 

Telephone No. : WHITEHALL 1124 
EXTENSION; 	3  

telegraphic Address : 
PROCTORCX, LONDON 

rode used : 	13 C. 8T11 EDN., 5 letter. 

STOREY'S GATE, 

.2, 2 u)lt 

ST. JAMES'S PARK, 

')ON, SAVA. 

1 

7th ..iarch 1946. 

CCEIVED 

11 MAR1946 

- d 	 ..• • 

ith 	1). H. B. L.(1:fit's 

The Secretary-General, 
United Nations War UPLad8 Co_ 
Lansdowne House, 
Berkeley Square, 

(Lten uly letter 1st warch 
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British National Office. Charges ti/B 87, 36, 85, 92, 91. 
United Nations Charges Against German 

rittr CriraelAldtted. in Crete. 

Accused: 	Kurt Brn...**(2. 
• 

••Nr.•••• 

1. an directed by the Judge Advocate General of the Foroe -a 
this case to •y-ou. The charges have been registered with the Unitad 
Crimes Catruaission as war crimes,. 

2. The judrye Advocate General has instructed me 	convey -i-o 
followins advice regarding the case. 

3. rn Iv opinion the evic3.ente justifies trial by Military Cr.r17:1; 
Royal Warrant.  of the above-raind accused upon the foil:wire chF...i-ges:- 

1 nt ChaiA 

in that he • 

in the Kingdom" of Greece on or about 22 May 190 in violation of -.:nr! L•rar xl••,  - 
of war as Col-pander-in-Chief ef. the Gernan Forces in Crete V7O.3 	 •■ •-• 
11SC 	BritTTET•isoners of •■•,:ar an a screen for the advance ol'•aer -,131.1 t;.•:o 
near 'MAL= or the Inland of Crete troops under his comand drove (.1. 
prisomirn of war before 4hem resulting in e.t leant six of the said r7-i 	: 
of war being kined by the fire of British troops. 

2nd Charm_ 	 C0114.r.r2IPI A WAR CRIW3 

in that he 

in the Kingdom c..f 0..roece in May 1941 in violation of the laws 	 - 
Commandor-in-Chice of the German Pores& in Crete was rosromible for 	 • 
of British prisoners of war on -orohibite.d -Rork when at 3.tkr..T.Z11; 
of °vete troops under his oarmand. controlled British prisoners cf tis 	io 	- •• 
ammunition and war-like store:. Prom German aircraft. 

.1rd Charge 	 COM:MING A WAR C1U" 

in that he 

in the Kingdom of Greece on or about 23 May 1941 in violation cf th --. -•; 
of war an Commander-in-Chief cf the German Forces in Crete 'ra r. e 	-*:!- 
kii.linc.; of. Briiish prisoners of war when at PIALIMM Aorodretw on 
trbops under his  oormand shot and killed oevoral British 
refusing to do prr:hibited work. 

kth Ohgral 	 CCIAMITTING A WAR CRIMN 

in that he 



/If 	 

• '"11,   

the Kindom of Greco.. 
of war as Commander-in-Chi: P 

17(1;-)irg of No. 7 General. Hosi 
his command bombed tier 

ol' ti1 le.,-Rn and 
in. Crete was resronsibie for the 

on the .fsland of Crete airc...e.f.'t 
• which wr.s marked with the :I,1 Cross. 

th Charft,:- 	 tX 
• 

in the Kin,dotri of Greece, on or abet 24 	9/0 ixf violation of the • lain and ur.a.::;en 
of war as Comander-in-Chief .of the s:-mean 7.0crce,s in Crete was rosponsnle for the 
use of British prisoners of war ar. -a screen ;or the advanoe of Cerman troops wIlen 
near aktATOS on the Island of ereW to:cops under his command drove a party of 
prisoners of war before them (the said Bzitis4 prisoners of war being. the Staff are 
patients of No. 7 General Hosritall` ,I.entiltins in Sts.:ef-Serjeant Whetton Royal Army 
Medical Corns and other British ,,rir;oners 	beinc killed by the fire 
troc:os, 

6th C1':nr7e 	 CO WITTING k VAR GRINE. 

in that he 

on the - Island of Crete in the Kingdom of (1-'-rt..ece on or about 27 May i941 i n violaticn 
of the law::: and usages of war as Comanler-in-Chief of the Gel. 3!1 .tiore•?.3 in Crete Vt,2 
resrons.ible for the killing s? British -prisoners of uar when near-,2MATOS treops• 
his command killed three soldiers of tilt Welch Regiment who hati surreiderA to thei. 

r 	 CITIIA;har,ic 	 CAVTN  WAR  

in that he 

on the island. of Crete ir. the Kingdom of Greece on or about 27 Mc.y 1911 in violeticn 
of' the law., c.nel usages of war an Commander-in-Chief of the C-erman Porce:1 in Crete ycs 
resnon.;ible fo-,.• the killing of a British :orisnner o:? War when near G.A_LA_TCS troops 
under him f.../..mnand 	exposed British prisoners of war to the fire of British 

res,:atinte in the death of Private Davies of the Welch Regiment. 

ath 	 COlirKITT.T.IKL .A. WAR CRI.X.,; 

in that 1.  

the .Cniani of Crete in the Kinzdoai of Greece in June 914-1 in violation of the 
aLnd 1113":.ge 	war as (kuriandor-in-Chief cf the German Forces in Crete was re:r)onsil, i.h 
for 

	

	 of British prisoners of war when at a Prison COLTO near 11,AI;CliF, troops 
(7oilttand shot and killed several British prisoners of war. 

4. The aocusd is at present av::iHing trial in thrs. United Ki114 j 	Cc 
No,. .1 1 

5. The accused should be attached to a unit and the Comonding Officei 
oho;: t.d sian the charge sheet as such in accordance 'sith the provisions cf t.yaragraph 1;- 
o? the Regu3aticns for the Trial of War Criminals as F,et out n Army Order 81 of 1945. 

headinE of the charge sheet the accused should be oescr3.bed as "Kurt Student 
a G-erman national in the charge of' 	(unki;).... pursuant to Regulation 4 of the 
Rern.lations for the Trial of War Criminals." 

(0.) The follcwing witnesses shoilld be called to give evidence in person atthe 
trial in accordance with their affidavits: -- 

F/Sit. H. Wilkinson 
Sit W. Campbell 
Pte A. Jones 

Sjt R.J. Lawrence. 
Captain W.R. Crop: 
Col M. Meehan. 



• 

lf aey ef these witnesses are not available eheir af:710.evits should ee 
it to tir Court in accoedence with the previnionn of Reeuletion 8(1)(0. 

(h) The evidence of the following witneesee ohoeld be (liven at the trial 
by putt eg in their affidavits or statements under Regulation 8(1)(a). 

(i) Mazier J. Dniean. 	 (ii) 	J.H. Lekiermood. 

(iti) Oberstlentrant FP.FEHF.RR von &ri&MDTE. 

(o) Lieut. E. Cordon Savage, W.C.I.U.,eihould be called to predece two 
statements made by the accused. Ho should depose to the ecnditions une. 
which the statements were made and what he eeid to the accused before Iso 
made them. 

(a) The statement of Gereral Breen BRMER should be in the ecnneenion 
the 'Prosecuting Officer and shoeld be put in in rebuttal, or used in crole-
examination at his discretion. 

In view of the former rank ce' the accused you may think that the °curt 
should consist of a Major-General as President and 4 Senior Officers, including a 
liew Zealand officer as N.Z.3.F. provided a large proportion of the Beitish troops 
fielrting in Crete. 

8, 	 The Judge Advocate General ferther directs me to nay that he ceneidere 
this to be a case in which he should depute a judge  advocate. If you will ieoro Ne 
of the proposed date of trial the necessary aeeAneenents will be rade. 

9. 	This 1:; a case in which the preseeution should he eon6ecte0 ty ee 
orlicee with legal qualification. ond aeplication shoule be eace o the Derety eu4 

Gen;ral at your Headvarters for the appeintment of such an officer. 

10, 	 You will doubtless amine for the accuocd to be defended by a f;ermen 
leeeer. The accused should be sunplied with copies of the statements of the witneesne 
whoee evidence is advised above, except that of General BRVUIR. These docel=te 
shcul'i either be translated into German oe the accused. should be offered the eere-een 
of An interereter when receivine the apern. 

Copies of the charge sheet and of the affidavita end stateelento reerree 
ec In leeraeraeh 6 hereof' will be required for the use of the 2resident, ,judge Kivocate 
and. 'ereseou`or in evaditioe to the originale which should be in tile banes of the 
OrC,A3ent. 

12. An impertial person comnotent to act as interoreter in the Gerwan 
laieemeee shce)d be avatlable at the trial. 

13. I enoloae herewith he originals and 9 copies or each of the af'fida:.r is 
and statements referred. to in paragraph 6 hereof, and four copies of the relevent 
eheete of the Ordnance Yap. 

14. An experienoed shorthand wrieer should be available to take notes of 
the proceedings end you will doub-dons arrely to the Deputy Judee Advocate General 
your ileaaquarters for such a person. 

Brigadier, 
Military Deputy, 

Copiee to: A.G.3.(V.C. (2) 

D.J.A.G., 	(2) 

Treasury Solicitor (3) 
- 1/D 87, 86, 85, 92, 91 

UeljeW.C.O. - 355 'I1IV4/88, 354/791G/87, 353/17/G/86, 
35)/ r/4/92, 360'114/4/93 
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a.4.4 .,A .1.");:t.! 	it:. 	 GrYIR 

U•Ver *Co t:. .14 4:-  j1.. ci 7r7 IliVUirm„ 

A 	r.TrAVI  T. 

I, !-IIALoivIL,  nAti.JNE. 	Onrtatn 1t..11.!.4L1. at rrol•nnt 

Orioer Commanding Cazr Heocrtion Itation, Chenieci doupe, Ch,'n1^1, 

4faar itioloaansworthe  i4rte y itti rf.rmanent Plireas 0/0 Carn.rlq. 

Gooka*. ur Street, London, 	rake Goth nnl say an fallow., t. 

1. 	I have rpretptol 	r-, rt 	 alluEed orirre 'oerfrAn arl 

unti:rtain no *-i.oubt 	tho 3tatertert of .;ergoant r. Carrbe11, 

it„A,L,L;• 3813 to kr0 now ,a rvi3oner at ,;talrtg  1I11 o. 1/4iervnny in a 

true acr;•ount 	borbir,- Of 	4eneral i‘orirital, Crete, by 

the Luftv:r..f:e. 0;t0:Tt, tlInt t.0 the bent or ry '7norleige itrl beler 

tise 3-.1) bor...birrf  took pin.co or. 1..4 ^r 1;:i way 1141, thct tq to nay, 

ore (1; llter tar t.,rkt itatol by 	sai:1 f;ergeant 

P. 	I rmzi 1 andel it.t :y Unit witch wan A battal 	Tifi r,irces  

at -owls L>ay in t3rc: to on 	North lids of the island on the n1-ht 

of L..ay r4ta 1941 fAi)out 	hourn. This letniine rlaoe !ran liqtant 

about 7 r-ilea rroc ,salatas in ::rets, in tan rcli-bourhcyrl. 

No.? 4oneral ,acriita1,-4rete 	 caul! non rr- •tir 

po ,.ition) tic; follorirr. 	(Lay Nith 1141) thtt, 	"..nn Ita•el 

to  be 	 Oroto ';;113 lining b))berl, 	Iv'firbInr 

..4,avy and !-,..preare'l to be very nj 	tt! 	for the br"t, 

rart of an hour. 

Lly Unit e3te 	itleir rear (.3oula W'ty 	w© oarrtn' 

our 1.utiel on various rarte of the inland ur'll the r.orrlrirP 	.111rte 

1,5t 1•)41 Ikon  oroos or t.Ao 131r.n.1 of:loially lurrc,riorr11, 	th 

pr,.rt of ry Unit was taken n rinoner 	out n rt.7. on Junes: 1 1. "4,  

!.t 	Lutra on the South mile of the illard. 



40 	During the da.is of June rn,A. 	trd 	e "ore 

marched almost; the inland to Vane:a and the follov;ing day 

June 4th to Le 	cv.,ere tue 4erl:.ans had e •tr olilhed an 

neij 	A fey days 1Gter we were sent by !Aro  road and 

t,) the Prilant•r or: yea. k;c:rr at :.;alonika in ,rs- oc., in 

the course of the march to ;A: llama we anent one ni7ht and rart 

of a day tic side the site or the forner N0,7 ..esnoral 

t;rete, tireticly rc,ferrt.::: to a ;owing been bombed or: "4th or 

r5tt., or ..Aye a000rding to the reqre...ctive s000urt , 	:er.f ,: oant 

06:::rbel1 and r-yacilf• 1.1 thour-,h 1 he...1 not rr-viouily 

the .iorlrita3 or the site, there cou3.1 bv no 71oubt that a 

itosrital of iz:Tortnnt rroportions 	recently trd.titcsrl. on 

this ',Tot as tier() coull dlcs.,.ly be soon boll, rnrts of X—hay 

eriuirzent and rerninn of considerable. quantities of u,oneral 

A4oiTita1 equirrAmt. 

F. 	lo t-ie LC3t of y rtcollcatton and belief Lhe time of 

the borbin.::; 	the: romin,; or tic 	 1141 bEicause 

ruzerber 	earl,/ tlirt 	•;.1!yi 1,..nded the rrcvi:)ui ni:-ht and 

had listent:Ti to thc Lr.-rire DP.y r.lrele3r, pro7,rour: at Ion. 

Jr..inn.rily it roul.: be ro:Ilible that borbinr 	 rlf;ce 

two mornings running but for the fact that :jorlloant Ciarrboll 

t,nters that after the bombin7 lcvera/ rarriohutints routed 

out °V the olit.trencilos in whioh they her? tom. -ors r6fur,e from 

the bo: pi! - of NO•7 iJorzeral ,Lorital 	rPC■ to Irn r!:tients 

!oil rerrzonnel• &from this it peor.;1 to roller.- 

def-truction of tale /10.1r 	7,ro ..-orrrlete in ont( attack, r.s to 

the dr.te of v..nioph 1 t..in -:erg0F:nt Oar-v-1)1 rl.rit bye *-iltri!7.en. 

3. 	Lierr,t.ant Ccif-rbell, further states thrt 	t. Le threat 

guns, rifles and hand ;-reniplea rtiyout r,  lozen rare. 

ohutist: courelle..1 the rev.tionl rersonnel an7i siok an.1 vounded 

to r-aroti into tue olive groves townrdo kaalataa• They found 

theLselves n:cting es a 3oreer. and 05=0 under Vire fror nur 

troors (11th Jattrlion Nor 7.6t'1-r' infmrtry), 	,Tere 



hr.ve no 	 inL'on-Atton oA thiel 

oocurrenoe but 1 11c. ,tri n out i  It vtt 	+Arm n.n4 there wee no 

out in rzy rind from ti Le lourool fir= vthioh I r, oeivr.--1  the 
Via 5 

accounts thr‘t the n11 e rat Ion lir well tounle.1„ 

S' jilt; by the oral wilfrid :rAynonl 

Urove at is  The ::u>) Wary 

 Jity 	Tostrainator 

this 	11th 	lay of Jnalwry 	1143) 

theoro e, 

MOW L. itiLAIN 

A Commissioner Co' Oftths. 

II, :t. un Y. 



..1t1TEit Oe 	 oe 
31AlakATIO uOluoINV, 	Ae.OUT 
8 am. WI 	AJOU4 	!Math ae 
W41 1941 OF NO.? 004.14AL 4O. PITAL 
04hCLE, AUtIN:T 	welou IN 
i.4.JuLAND 	LUdItAYOE 
JIITAAiINt; IN 	IN LAX 1941 
AND 0111E2t3 

Jertified ;;1),,y/ 

e I DAVIT 

• 	Of • 

04V1Alli r ILIii.ID RAlLOUD v0 'E 
*loyal Amy 144010$1 Oorpi. 

OlitiTIFIlij to be true co y of the 
original Affidavit. 

Dated this /c14. ably f)f .Trinuary, 11:47 
The Tret..aury 3t,,114.:itors ;:e/;art7.1ents  
Utorey's 'Ate, t. ,melee's arks  
Loationp 
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UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 

 

UNITED KINGDOM CHARGES AGAINST 	 GERLiAN WAR CRIMINALS 

 

CHARGE No. UK GAB e5.,* 

The name, rank  and  units of accused persons are 
unknown 

.
but the accused shoUld be identifiable by 

their 	positions which were as follows t- 
(1) The officer in command of  the Luftwaffe operating 

in Crete in May 1941. 
The-officer-commanding parachute troops-operating 
at same time and place.  
The officer in command of the unit of the Luftwaffe 
which on the morning of 24th May-1941 	bombed Noi-7 
	General Hospital,  Crete.  
(4) The officer in command of the parachute troops which 
	landed 	in Crete on that-day 	in 	the area-ofthe said 

hospital.  
(5) Officers and other ranks direotly concerned in the 

bombing which caused the death of 	8-members of the 
staff of the said hospital.  

(6) (See bottom of page 2) 

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 
(2)  

(3)  

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

24th  May,  1941  
Vr. Galatea, Crete. 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

No.i. Murder 

No.xxiii. Deliberate bombardment  of  hospitals.  

The acts complained of constitute infringement of 
ArticIe-9-or the Geneva Convention, 1929irelating—to 
the  treatment of prisoners  of war, and  of Article 1 of 
the Geneva Convention of the same year relating to the  
treatment of the sick . andwounded. - 	''''''''''''''''' 	- .... — 
Murderv _wounding, 	assault and  breach of duty  towarde. 
defenceless persons.  

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

At 8.0 a.m on 24th May 1941, No.7 General Hospital Crete 
was systematically bombed for about three quarters of an hour 
by units of German aircraft, in spite of numerous precautions to 
make it clear that the area. involved was used for medical purposes. 
Some of the hospital marquees were obliterated and 6 of the staff 
killed. 

At about 9.45 a.m on the same day German parachute troops 
evicted the rest of the staff and the patients from the trenches 
where they had taken refuge and forced them to act as a screen for 
their advance against the New Zealand 18th Battalion, whereby 
there were several oasualtieo. 

TRANSM HIED BY.. 

• Inerrt serial number under which the case is registered in the files of the National Office of the accusing Slate. 

rfe1521 	 rmo I'4 	A.& E. W.Lt 1. (;p.685 
(.26924) '1■• 1. P.1+,17 1%1139 5!$$P 3 4 



Page 2 

PARTICULARS OF ALLEGED CRIME 

Particulars of these events are contained in a statement 
of Sergt. W. Campbell, R.A.L.C. now a prisoner at Stalag VIII 
which runs as follows :. 

"On the morning of the 24th kay, 1941, at about 8.0 a.m. 
several waves of bombers and fighter planes repeatedly 
crossed and re-crossed at an extremely low altitude the 
area of No.7 General Hospital. Several sticks of bombs 
were released. This continued for about three quarters of 
an hour. Two or three marquees were obliterated, 3 medical 
officers and 3 other ranks were killed. both the hospital 
buildings bore the Red Cross on the roof. A large red 
Cross on a white background was set out on the ground in 
the middle of the hospital area. There was an even larger 
Red Gross on the cliff top at the edge of the hospital 
area. Two Red Cross flags were flying at either end of 
the hospital area. At about 9.45 a.m. on the 24th kay 1941, 
several parachutists routed out of the slit trenches in 
which they had taken refuge from the bombing of No.7 General 
Hospital, some 500 - 600 patients and medical personnel. 
Using the threat of tommy guns, rifles and hand-grenades 
about a dozen parachutists compelled the medical personnel 
and sick and wounded to march into the olive groves towards 
Ualatas. They found themselves acting as a screen and 
came under fire from our troops (18th Battalion New Zealand 
Infantry). There were several casualties". 

(Continued from page 1) 

(6) Officers and other ranks who evicts-
the rest of the staff of the said hospital 
and patients, from trenches and forced 
them to act as a screen in an attack on 
the 18th New Zealand battalion resulting 
in several casualties. 



Page 3 

PARTICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT 

It is presumed that Sergt. Campbell will be available 
to substantiate or supplement the evidence now put forward, 
which is contained in a dispatch forwarded by the Protect-
ing Power on 31st August 1942. Sergt. Campbell is stated 
to be a "fair" witness. 

ti 



Page 4 

NOTES ON TH E CASE 

(Under this heading should he included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 

' committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence :. 
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

The statement of Sergt. Campbell is supported by the 
probabilities of the situation. It will be expected that 
further evidence as to both crimes will be forthcoming when 
other prisoners are able to tell their stories. 

In the meantime it is submitted that the evidence of 
Sergt. Campbell shows a clear breach by the Germans of Article 
1 of the Convention of 1929 relating to the sick and wounded, 
whereby the Red Cross is to protect medical buildings and staff 
from "offensive action" and also of Article 9 of the Convention 
relating to the treatment of prisoners of war, which prohibits 
the dispatch of prisoners to places where they will come under 
the fire of their own troops or where their presence may deter 
these troops from in fact firing. 
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STOREY'S GATE, 
3..21 U‘)€ 

ST. JAMES'S PARK, 

Itn .MMI, 

Letters should be addressed to— 
THE TREASURY SOLICITOR, 

and the following referents quoted on Me 
toter and in the letter: 

• 	 

Telephone No.: WHITEHALL 1124 
EXTENSION: 33  

ifievaphicAddy., 
PROCTOREX, LONDON.'•  

( de used : A.B.C. 6TH EDN., 5 letter. 

1 

7th .darch 1946. 
ECEIVED 

11 MAR1946 

....... 	. 

With air. P. H. B. Kent's 

eolaplimenta. 

The Secretary-General, 
United Nations War Uriides Ca.kidib6i0U, 

Lansdowne House, 
Berkeley Square, 

&
4-4-14;A 
eA; ffly letter 1st warch 1946.) r-  ,44  

I L 
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• 	 .?obruary 9J':.6 

mD/AgleV55/13(3(;) 
55/14c50) 
5h/3 t 3G) 

covirr TM 11 

Comeinder-itaA&ef, 
British Army of tbs 

British National Officq Charges 0/B 87, 36, 85, 92, (.)1, 
United Notions Charges Against Germsn Wax 

War Crimes row itted In Crete. 

Accused:: 	Kurt GTUMT. 
....•••••••••••■ 	 rwa•• 1. • .••■■-• .••••••■•- • • • ...a. • ••■■ . 

• 

1, 	 r are directed by the judge Advooate General of the Forces 'Lc 
this oase to you. The charges have been registered with the United ni.tion 
Crimes Commission as war crimes. 

2. The Judge Advocate General has instructed me •;:c cmr1,7y 
followin  advice recording  the case. 

3. In Tv opinion the evidence justifies trial by MilF74 
Royal Warrant,of the above-ramed accused upon the follming  charges:- 

• 

1 nt COMIA.2.7.'2T.G A 71A,R 

in that he 

in the Kineom. of Greece on or about 22 May 19,0violation or' 
of war as Oa:pander-in-Chief  of the Geman Forces in Crete was 
use of British prisoners of var as a screen for the advance o Gee 
near. MA I= on the Island of Crete troops under his cunand drove 2 
prisoners of war before them reIultim  in ai; loast six of thf_ said 
of war being  killed by the fire of British troops. 

:-.1Ad 	 OCK,4.1.TTIliGA. Vildi ORDIrr2, 

in that he 

in the Kingdom of 0.roece in May 1941 in violation of the laws 	us[t.€,; 
Commander-in-Chief of the German Forces in Crete wan rosponAele 
of British prisoners of war on nrohibited work when at MALEYE Aercdro,  
of Ooetc troops under his ooymand °evened British prisoners of N7 ,7x 

ammunition and. war-like stores from German aircraft. 

rd Charrze 	 CONN:MING A WAR ORM 

in that he , 

iA  the Kinolom of Graeae on or about 23 May 1941 in violation of the ?3,i 
of war as Commander-in-Chief cf the German Forces in Crete was recpcbril)i: l'or *4- 
killina of British prisonors of war when at MAMIE Aerodrome on the ZsILEJ c'  
troops under his command shot and killed several Briidsh prisoners c' 
”efunl.ng to do prohibited work. 

4th OhlEal COMMITTING A WAR ORM 

in that he 

ft 	 



in the Kingdom of GIMCa 
of war as Commander-in-nh.1::r -
bombing of No. 7 General Moo; 
'n der his coYrrmand bombed ta i  

n vlolat3::n of the lawn nna uotninrs 
ne,ni in Crete vas resnoneible for the 

Z. 	.TOS, on the Island of Crete aircrn:ft 
nnL which was marked with the Red Cross. 

5th Chainnin 

in the Kingdem of Greece on or about 24 May 190 in violation of the'lairs and usaren 
of waa' as Commander-in-Chief of the Cerman :5'ccles in Crete was resnonnible for the 
use of British prisoners of war an 41 801-0011 ;or the advanoe of Lerman troops when 
near GA1,111U0 on the Island of Creinl . roops unfier his command drove-  a rarty of 2.nit:.:31:: 
priuoners of war before them (the said,BnitisLI prisoners of liar being the Staff erJ 
patients of No. 7 General HosnitaI) resulting in Staff-Serjeant Whetton Royal ArTy 
Medical Corns and other British nrisoners of war being killed by the fire 	-anitis7t 
troons. 

6th Charm GOMM-1M A FAR 	 • 

in that he 

on tht: Island of Crete in the Kingdom of Greece on or about 27 May i941 in violation 
of the la%L:s and usages of war as Commander-in-Chief of the German 1Porees in Crete as 
.rnsponsibln for the killing nf British nri..3oners of war when nean-GAL.4.TOS treops.under 
his command killed three soldiers of tht: Welch Regiment who hati surrendered to then. 

r,Xil•WITI.1,k1- A WAR' CRILS.! 

in that he 

on the island of Crete in the Kingdom of Greece on or about 27 May 1941 in violaticn 
cf the law and user_ es of war as Commander-in-Chief of the German Porces in Crete ncs 
resnowible for the killing of a British nrisrner or war when near CAJA.ItS troots 
under his cr.:Nyland wilfully exposed British rrisoners of war to the fire of British 
trocos rnsnJting in the death of Private Davies a' the Welch Regiment. 

COMMITTINil A WAR °RI:An 

in that he 

the Illan-1 of Crete in the Kingdom of Greece in June 1941 in violation 	the lc .3 
and l's-lges fJ' war as Comander-in-Chief of the German Forces in Crate was resnonsibio 
for tn.,  Lilling of British prisoners Of war when at a prison camn near 11.A.- 	{rooks 
tine 1:11 een.mand shot and killed several British prisoners 	war. 

4.  
Not. 1; 

The accused is at pre$ent awaiting.rial in the Unit ed Tir4 	at OCT: 

5. The accused should be attached to a unit and ttrnCommonding Officei. 
should sinn the charge sheet as such in accordance with the provisions Cf raranraph 4 
of the Regulations for the Trial of War Criminals as set out in Army Order 61 of 194'). 
ill the heading of the charge': sheet the accused should be described as "Kurt Student .  
a German national in the charge of 	(unit).— pursuant to Regulation 4- of the 
Revulations -2(-R- the Trial of War Criminals." 

6. (a) The following witnesses shoifid be called to give evidence in person atthe 
tr4ai in accordance with their affidavits: - 

(i) F/Sjt. H. Wilkinson 11) Sjt R.J. Lawrence. 
(iii) Spit W. Campbell iv) Captain W.R. Crown 

v) Pte A. Jones 71) Cal. M. Meehan. 

• 



• 

3- 0 

f ary ,:;:e these witnesses are not available their affiaeito should .:Y1 harel 
In to the Court in accorclanco with the provisions of Reeulation 8(1)(a). 

(h) Thj evidsnoe of the following witnesses should be given at the trial 
by putting lit their affidavits or statements under Regulation 8(1)(d). 

(I) Major J. Duit;an. 	 (i1)- 	J.H. Ledgervccd. 

(iii) Oberntleutnant 101.IFT.HFRI/ von &.r /iY7g17,. 

(c) Lieu-;. E. Gordon Savage, W.O.I.U., should be called to produco two 
statements made by the accused. - Be should &pone to the conditions une 
vhich the statementn were made arid what he naid to the accused before he 
made them. 

(d) The statement of General Brune BRAMJIER should be in the rossession of 
the Prosecuting Officer and shoeld be put in in rebuttal, or used in cro-
examination at his discretion. 

	

t. 	 In view of the former rank of the accused you may think that the Court 
should consist of a Major-General es President and /;. Senior Officers, includinr, a 
Pew l',ealand officer as N.Z.7.F. provided a large proportion of the British troops 
fisting in Crete. 

8. The Judge Advocate General ferther direets re to nay that he considole. 
this to be a case in which he shfeald depute a judge advocate. If you will in?orm ue 
of the proposed date of trial th'; rrcssary arrngeuents will be trade. 

9. This is a case in which the prosecution should be conducte0 h-„r an 
()Meer with legal qualifications and aplication shoul%. be made to the Depety Jude; 
A'f17'.2,C. General at your Headquarters for tht: appointment cf such an officer. 

10, 	 You will doubtless arrense for the accused. to h defended by a Gerarlp 
1:r. r. The accused should be supplied with copies of the statements or the witnesse 
whose evidence is advised above, excent that of General BRAVXR. Those docu::ents 
shculd either be translated into German or the accused. should be offerod the scrvie,:::: 
of An interpreter when receivinA the napern. 

11. Copies of the charge sheet and of the affidavits and statements referre 
ec In leiraExtuh 6 hereof will be required for the use of the 12resident, Judge A3vocate 
and .i7=1•oseouor in additioe to the originals which should be in the hands of the 
"rceident. 

12. An impartial person competent to act as interpreter in the Gerwsn 
aeceld be avatlaole at the trial. 

13. I enclose herewith ;he originals and 9 copies of each of the affida7its 
and statements referred. to in paragranh 6 hereof, and four copies of the relevant 
:',hoe t:. of the Ordnance Yap. 

14. An experienoed shorthand writer thold be available to take noten of 
the promcdings and you will doubtless apply to the Deputy Judge Advocate Goreral 
your Zeaaquarters :or such a person. 

• a 

Brizadier, 
Military Deputy, 

Cr.,013 	A.G.3.(V.C. (2) 

D.J.A.G., B.A.O.R. (2) 

Treasury Solicitor (3) 

- 
- q/D 87, 86, 85, 92, 91 

355 y/3/98, 354/"T/ a/87, 353/TI/G/136, 
. 359/ /ii/92,  36011K/G/93 
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UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 

	 UNITED KINGDOM  CHARGES t,iiraixvi:a AGAINST.. 	GERLAN 	WAR CRIMINALS 

CHARGE No. UK  . Gio Els,* 

I The  name, rank  and  units of accused persons are 
unknownn -bUt the accused should be identifiable by 
their positions which were as follows t• 
(1) The  officer in command of the Luftwaffe operating 

in Crete in May 1941. 
(2) 	The-officer-commanding parachute troops operating 

at same  time and place.  
(5). The officer in command of the unit of the Luftwaffe 
	which on the morning of 	24th. May 	1941 bombed No.i.7 

General Hospital, Crete. 
(4) The officer in command of the parachute troors which 
	landed in Crete on that day in the area of the said 

hospita]. 
(5) Offioers and other ranks directly concerned in the 
	bombing which-  caused the death-of 	6-members-of—the 

staff  of  the  said hospital. 	  
(6) (See bottom of page 2) 

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

24th May,  1941 	 
Nr. Galatas, Crete. 

No.i. Murder 

No.xxiii. Deliberate bombardment of hospitals. 

The acts complained of constitute infringement of 
Article 9 of the Geneva Convention, 192.9, relating- 
the treatment of prisoners of war, and  of Article 1  of 
the Geneva Oonvention of the same year relating to the 
treatment of the sick awl wounded. 	 
Murder, wounding, assault  and  breach  of duty tOward5 
defenceless persons.  

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

At 8.0 a.m on 24th May 1941, No.7 General Hospital Crete 
was systematically bombed for about three quarters of an hour 
by units of German aircraft, in spite of numerous precautions to 
make it clear that the area involved was used for medical purposes. 
some of the hospital marquees were obliterated and 6 of the staff 
killed. 

At about 9.45 a.m on the same day German parachute troops 
evicted the rest of the staff and the patients from the trenches 
where they had taken refuge and forced them to act as a screen for 
ttleir advance against the New Zealand 18th Battalion, whereby 
there were several casualties. 

TRANSM ITTED BY 	  
• Insert serial number under which the case is registered in the files of the National Office ilf the accusing Slate. 

04;1521 ■%1.1..1:,0. 	:,041 I II 	I 	 C p.685 
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Page 2 

PARTICULARS OF ALLEGED CI: I \I 

Particulars of these events are contained in a statement 
of Sergt. W. Campbell, R.A.14.C. now a prisoner at Stalag VIII 
which runs as follows :. 

"On the morning of the 24th hay, 1941, at about 8.0 a.m. 
several waves of bombers and fighter planes repeatedly 
crossed and re-crossed at an extremely low altitude the 
area of No.7 General Hospital. Several sticks of bombs 
were released. This continued for about three quarters of 
an hour. Two or three marquees were obliterated, :x medical 
officers and 3 other ranks were killed. both the hospital 
buildings bore the Red Cross on the roof. A large red 
Cross on a white background was set out on the ground in 
the middle of the hospital area. There was an even larger 
Red Cross on the cliff top at the edge of the hospital 
area. Two Red Cross flags were flying at either end of 
the hospital area. At about 9.45 a.m. on the 24th hay 1941, 
several parachutists routed out of the slit trenches in 
which they had taken refuge from the bombing of No.7 General 
Hospital, some 500 	600 patients and medical personnel. 
Using the threat of tommy guns, rifles and hand-grenades 
about a dozen parachutists compelled the medical personnel 
and sick and wounded to march into the olive groves towards 
Ualatas. They found themselves acting as a screen and 
came under fire from our troops (18th Battalion New Zealand 
Infantry). There were several casualties". 

(Continued from page 1) 

(6) Officers and other ranks who evictRa 
the rest of the staff of the said hospital 
and patients, from trenches and forced 
them to act as a screen in an attack on 
the 18th New Zealand battalion renulting 
in several casualties. 



Page 3 

PARTICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT 

It is presumed that Sergt. Campbell will be available 
to substantiate or supplement the evidence now put forward, 
which is contained in a dispatch forwarded by the Protect-
ing Power on 31st August 1942. Sergt. Campbell is stated 
to be a "fair" witness. 



Page 4 

NOTES ON THE CASE 

(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence 
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

The statement of Sergt. Campbell is supported by the 
probabilities of the situation. It will be expected that 
further evidence as to both crimes will be forthcoming when 
other prisoners are able to tell their stories. 

In the meantime it is submitted that the evidence of 
Sergt. Campbell shows a clear breach by the Germans of Article 
1 of the Convention of 1929 relating to the sick and wounded, 
whereby the Red Cross is to protect medical buildings and staff 
from "offensive action" and also of Article 9 of the Convention 
relating to the treatment of prisoners of war, which prohibits 
the dispatch of prisoners to places where they will come under 
the fire of their own troops or where their presence may deter 
these troops from in fact firing. 
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2 
UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 

MI5LI) KINGDOE  CHARGES AGAINST 	G7R:AN WAR CRIMINALS 

CHARGE No.  UK G/B 86.  * 

Tlio name, rank and unite of accused persons are unknown 
the aoCused 	should be identifittne 	by 	their 	positions 

which were_as_followal.. 	  
(1) The General Officer in command of the troops  

operating in Crete in May 1941, and his Chief of 
Staff. 	  

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

(2) The Officer or Officers in command of the troops 
which 	on-POth May  1941 	captured the 'Malame 	Aerodrome. 

(3) Officers and other ranks who employed British 
troops 	iMmediately On 	Capture 	of the 	Malame 
	aerodrome, 	or 	its. partial 	capture, 	as. a-screen 

for attacks on British positions. 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

2rth Lay, 1941. 
Lalame, Crete. 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

No.i. Murder 

No.xxix. Ill-treatment  of prisoners  of war.  
The acts  complained of constitute a breach of ArtiCle 
9 of the Geneva Convention of 199, relating to the 
treatment-of prlsoners-of 	war. 	 

Murder or manslaughter and wounding. 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

On the Poth ray, 1941, 30 men captured at Malame aerodrome 
were made to march as a screen for tho Germans against British 
positions whereby pevers, were ki11ei, nnd others wounded. 

TRANSNI 	D BY 	 

• Ins?rt serial number under which the case is registered in the hits of the National Office of the accusing State. 
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Page 2 

PARTICULARS OF ALLEGED CRIME • 
The only particulars of this case are contained in a 

statement of Sergt. A. Wilkinson, 	now a prisoner 
at Stalag VIII.B. which states:- 

10n 20th Lay 1941, within ten minutes of capture. 
at Lialame aerodrome, 30 men were forced to march 
with their hands up towards a British position, 
thus acting as cover for German troops. Several . 
of the party were killed and others wounded". 
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PARTICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT • 
It is presumed that Sergt. Wilkinson will be available 

to substantiate and supplement the evidence on which this 
charge is frayed. 

riis statement is contained in a dispatch forwarded by 
the Protecting Power on 31st August 194P. Serrt. Wilkinson 
is stated to be a "fair" witness. 

The Foreign Office reference to this dispatch is 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 

'111 
(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of  

responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence 
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

At present the case is incomplete since there is lack 
of identification of the accused. But a clear prima facie 
case of breach of Article 9 of the Convention in established 
by Sergt. Wilkinson's statement, the prisoners having been 
sent to a place whore they were exposed to the fire of their 
own troops. 

Identification of the Commander in Crete in Lay 1941 
should present no difficulty. 	Nor should it be difficult 
to ascertain in due course the unit which captured the 
kalame aerodrome. The identification of subordinate 
officers, if not other ranks, should follow on identifica. 
tion of officers in the higher commands indicated in 
relation to the first and second officers accused. 





Registered Number. Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

actor, 
 

The name, rank and units of some of the ao3usea 
persons are unknown, but such accused should.  be  
identifiable by 	their 	positions, 	which_were an follows:- 

(1) The General' Officer commanding German forces in 
Crete-in-bay 194/, 	and his Chief of Staff. 

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

(2) The Camp Commandant or other in charge of 
prisoners ofwar at 	or near . Malame in - Crete at 
	that. time. 	  

3I-Offitere and 	other ranks in immediate 	control 
	eprisonera_of_war_captured.at..and..around_Kalame 

aerodrome on the days prior to Lay qlst 1941, who 
compelled them 	tOVOrk-021 the 	aerodrome 	unloading 
	German transport.planes. 	 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

21st May 1941 and the ensuing days 

Malme in Crete. 

No.i Murder. 
No.xxix. Ill.treatment of prisoners of war. 
No.xxx. Illegal employment of prisoners of war. 
The acts complained of constitute breaches of Articles 9 
and 31 	of 	the Geneva Convention of 1929 relating 	to 	the 
treatment of prisoners of war, and of Article 1 of 	the 
Geneva Convention 1929 providing for amelioration of 
condition of wounded in the field. 
Murder and assault. 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national -law. 

,,; the Cse of the Secretariat) 

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 
	UNITED  KINGDOM CHARGES 	 GERMAN  AGAINST  

CHARGE No. _UK - G/B 	8? * 

CNIMINALS 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

About 40 british prisoners captured at or near Lalme 
aerodrome were forced to work on the aerodrome unloading guns, 
etc. from Gernan planes. During this time they were subject to 
British artillery fire and to attacks by aircraft. There were 
many casualties. Those who refused were ill-treated and some 
killed. Sergt. Wilkinson was beaten kicked and had to be 
carried to the side of the aerodrome. Private Williamson, who 
was badly wounded was compelled to fill in holes on the 
aerodrome with a spade. 

TVA NSM 1111:1) P1 

• li.s , i1 	number ori.t.•r which ihr cas:• is registered in the taus of the National Office of the accusing State. 

(26:152) \1t.1'. ow, 1120 	51111 I 	\.S L.%% 	p . 6 55 
WLti..11,17 1'.1139 5,1[AN) 



Page 2 

PARTICULARS OF ALLEGED ('RI 

• 
Particulars of this case are contained in a statement by 

Sergt. d. Wilkinson, 	now prisoner at Otalag VIII.B. which 
is supported by other witnesses and reads as follows:- 

"On 21st Lay 1941, about 40 prisoners of war captured 
on the previous day were compelled to work on Lalame 
aerodrome. One prisoner of war, who refused in spite of 
threats to drive a partly unserviceable Oren dun Carrier 
out of the dry river bed, was shot dead before the other 
prisoners. On the aerodrome they were forced to unload 
field guns and ammunition from Junkers planes. Several 
men who refused to do this work were killed. The work 
continued for several days. 	the first 3 days the 
prisoners received no food. The aerodrome was for some 
time under heavy shell fire from British Artillery and 
the prisoners suffered heavy casualties. They were not 
allowed to attend to their own wounded. They were also 
exposed to bombs and machine gun fire from British air. 
craft. They were also employed under fire to fill in 
bomb and shell craters. No. 966694, L.A.C. Williamson, 

though badly wounded in the right arm, was com-
pelled to use a spade to fill in holes. No.563314, Sergt. 
A. Wilkinson, h.A.te. who objected to work was kicked and 
beaten and had to be laid at the side of the aerodrome". 
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PARTICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT 

The witnesses who have been named are 

Sergt. ri. Wilkinson, R.A.F. 
Cpl. R. Laurence, R.A.F. 
Pte. R. Twiddle, R.A.F. 

Presumably they will be available to substantiate 
and supplement the evidence on which this charge is put 
forward. All these men are now in Stalag VIII B. The 
reliability of their evidence is graded as "fair". The 
statement quoted above is contained in the dispatch 
forwarded by the Protecting Power on nst August 194P, 
which forms the basis of the preceding case. 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 

0'1 
(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree ot 

responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence:. 
(c) whether tl ►e case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

If the evidence of the three witnesses had been graded 
more highly, the case would be reasonably complete. subject to 
the identification of the accused. 

Pending investigation of the evidence, the mat3rial is 
submitted as showing a prima facie caee of murder in the cases 
of those men who were shot for refusing to carry out the 
illegal work, and an equally clear prima facie case of breaches 
of Articles 9 and 31 of the Convention of 1929 which forbid 
respectively the sending of a prisoner "to an area where he 
would be exposed to the fire of the fighting zone" and the 
employment of prisoners on work which has "direct connection 
with the operations of war" particularly "transport of arms or 
munitions of any kind" or "the transport of material destined 
for combatant units". 
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The name, rank and units of accused persons are 
unknown, but the accused should be identifiable by 
their positions., 	which were as follows :. 
(1) The General  Officer commanding German Foroes 

operating in Crete on or about July 15th 1941 
	and his chief 	of staff. 	 
(2) The ... Camp Commandant  at Oanea prisoners of war 

oamp on or about July 15th 1941. 

(3) Officers and other ranks in oharge of a working_ 
party or working parties of prisoners of war 
from Oanea camp on or about July 15th 1941 who 
were  employed in storing  shells near the Malame  
Aerodrome. 

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

On or about 18th July, 1941. 

Near Canea, Crete. 

No. xxx. Illegal employment of prisoners of war. 

The acts complained of constitute a breach of 
Article 31 of the Geneva Convention-  of 1929, relating 
to the treatment of prisoners of war. 

Assault. 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

(For the Use of the Secretariat) 

Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

°nit-  tetWAi  fepw qe 	 

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 
UNITED KINGDOM  CHARGES AGAINST 	GERMAN 	. ..WAR CRIMINALS 

CHARGE No.  UK  - G/th 88. * 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

On or about July 15th 1941 and the ensuing days a 
party of British prisoners of war were taken from Canea 
camp and made to carry shells to an underground dump 
for the service of guns erected close to Malame aerodrome 
by the Germans. 

TRANSM HIED BY 	  

• ins?rt serial number under which the case is registered in the lips of tit,. athel:11 Office of the acLissile.; state. 

(.6352 , 	%i 	I TA I:1 1120 	.IM' 	I  Ii 	! 	1.4 ! 	( p.683 
(21.9211 Wt.P.1n17 1'.11139 5,10/11 a il  
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PAI:TICULARS 017  ALLEGED CRIME 
• 

The only particulars of this case are contained in 
a statement of Corporal T.E. Gulley, R.A.i. now a prisoner 
at Stalag VIII.B. which states :- 

"About 15th July 1941 a party of prisoners of war 
were taken from Canea camp to a place auout 3 miles on 
the Canea side of the Ialame aerodrome, where the 
'Termans were putting some coastal guns into position. 
They were forced to carry shells for these guns to an 
underground dump. Tne shells weighed about 100 lbs 
each. Prisoners of war were employed on this job for 
four days". 



Pdgc 

PAIZTICVLAIS OF EVIDENCE IN st - ppoRT 

It is presumed that Corporal Gulley will be available 
to substantiate and supplement the evidence on which this 
charge is framed. 

Ais statement is contained in the dispatch forwarded 
by the Protecting Power on 31st August 1942, which forms 
the basis of the two cases preceding this. Corporal 
Gulley is stated to be a "fair" witness. 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 

(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offenc, 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision, ; (b) the probable defence :. 
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

The observations under this heading in the preceding 
case apply here also. 
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station where sovie 	WOMEM /*old 01111a'1,11 	tr:Ing to civet foo(:4 to the 
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carriage with hie left ..krTrt retiting CM the sash of the open wirulow s  when a 

Gornon guar:). f'ired tio-vn the 1esvth of the troths  v.rounlAinf: 	f.ferlon in the 

ri.-ht wrist an.1 sevvrin4z 	7-4.-.J.n Artery. 	P.orrem wt IlLiting no effort 

to obtaln food no -..,,•e2-e !Iry C.reeks rw.or his 	 . 	ricochet fror,  this 

bullet struck 	 . 	 (In th.f: Jr:'. " 

ane 	trek ellin; on thi trnih Pi.: one of I, nuria.m• 	prioners of ear 
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p. wound of the f,.ce, nuperfloirkl *meld only. .>hootin,; Jown the length 
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Very frequently. 
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t.,0 hi+ thoilszh *tor/mane hr;,:, fires' t'o,th the length of the tr..:n. 	was oanstatont 

with t.h.1 a..mtrint;.e refusal of the ,:;erman ;,uthoritior to allow prisonerF of 'sar to 
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UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 
UNITED KINGDOM  CHARGES AGAINST 	GEREAN 	WAR CRIMINALS 

CHARGE No. UK G/B  R9.  * 

The name, rank and  units of accused persons are ' 

unknown but the acoused should be identifiable by 

their positions which were as f011Ows 

(1) The Of 	or Officers in charge of the 	 

transfer on the 8th June 1941 and ensuing days 
of British Prisoners of war by train from 

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

Athens to Salonika via Lamia 

(2) Offioers and other ranks in immediate oharge of 

the  prisoners of war on the said journey.  

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

8th and 10th June 1941. 

On the railway between Athens and Salonika. 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

No. xxix. Ill-treatment of prisoners of war. 

The acts complained of constitute infringement of 

Article 2 of the Geneva Oonvention 1929, relating 
to the treatment of prisoners of war. 
Wounding. 
Assault. 

SIIORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

On the 8th June a German soldier fired down the length 
of the train when it was halted at a small station between 
Athens and Lamia, to prevent Greek women and children giving 
food to the prisoners. In so doing he wounded Cart. Hermon 
in the right wrist and severed the main artery. Two days 
later after a halt where the officers had been allowed out 
of the train a guard struck Cart. Burton with his fist and 
his rifle-butt while re-entraining was in rrogress. 

THANSM 11 -11:1) 

• Inslrt serial number under which the case is registered in the files of the National Office of the accusing State. 

clvw•.',.!, 	1\ v. l'.1 	II2IP 	:',.111 	.1..\ 	. \\ Lt! 	p.685 
1 ■ : 1'1..17 1%1139 5,11■■■ 1 3 111 
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PARTICULARS OF ALLEGED CI: E • 
Particulars of these events are contained in a statement 

of Capt. 6.A. Lorse which runs as follows :- 

"On 6th June 1941 between Athens and Lamia, the 
train stopped at a small station where some Greek women 
and children were trying to give food to the British 
officers. Capt.. riermon was sitting in the corner seat 
of a 3rd class carriage with his left arm resting on the 
sash of the open window, when a.German guard fired down 
the length of the train, wounding Capt. Hermon in the 
right wrist and severing the main artery. Capt. riermon 
was making no effort to obtain food nor were any Greeks 
near his carriage. A richotet from this bullet struck 
Capt. G.A. Ashley.Cooper on the jaw. 

On the 10th June 1941, whilst travelling from 
Athens to Salonika, Capt. W.J. Burton was ordered by a 
German soldier (private) in a most offensive manner to 
close the door of the cattle truck into which the 
officers were being forced. As all the officers had not 
yet entered the truck, Capt. Burton did not comply with 
this order, whereupon the soldier hit him with his fist, 
then with his rifle-butt and finally threatened him with 
his bayonet. This soldier also threatened Lt. Col. J.D. 
Young, R.E. and pushed him into the truck entirely 
without provocation". 
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PARTICULARS OF EVII)FNCE 	s[ - ppoRT 

The facts are contained in a War Office paper 
incorporating three reports by Capt. rorse dated F3. R.42 
of which the W.O. reference is 0103/3247/P.V.2a) and 
t. 0. reference 42/1 of 11.2.43. 

tour witnesses should be available, two of whom were 
wounded and two assaulted. They were :- 

Certain Hermon 
Captain G.A. Ashley_Cooper 
Lt. Col. J.D. Young, R.E. 
Captain W.J. Burton. 

It is not clear whether Captain S.A. Morse, who made 
the reporti was an eye-witness in any of the cases but he 
is likely to be a valuable witness. 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 
etb■ 

(Undcr t hi: heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) t he probable defence; 
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

In this case the two events have been grouped together 
because they appear to have occurred on the same journey 
from Athens to Salonika via Lamia and show a consistent 
course of ill-treatment by the guards. 

There is at present no identification of the accused 
but the number of prisoners captured in Ureece and Crete 
was not inconsiderable and an organisation must have 
existed for dealing with prisoners of war of which particu-
lars are expected to be forthcoming in due course. 
Identification of those in authority may be expected and 
through them the actual perpetrators of those outrages. 
hesponsibility can be apportioned when the facts emerge more 
fully, e.g. the orders given to guards, the care taken to 
see that guards were aware of the rights of prisoners of 
war. 



The name, rank and unite of accused persons are • 

unknown but the accused should be identifiable  by  

their  positions which were as follOws :- 

(1) The Officer or Officers in charge of the 	 

transfer on the 8th June 1941 and ensuing days 

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

of British Prisoners of war by train from 

Athens to Salonika via Lamia 

(2) Officers and other ranks in immediate charge of 

the prisoners of war on  the said journey. 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

8th and 10th June 1941. 

On the railway between Athens and Salonika. 

No. xxix. Ill-treatment of prisoners of war. 

The acts complained of constitute infringement of 

Article 2 of  the Geneva Convention 1929, relating 

to the treatment of prisoners of war. 
Wounding. 
Assault. 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

(For the Use of the Secretariat) 

  

 

Registered Number. Date of receipt in Secretariat. 
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UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 
UNITED KINGDOM  CHARGES AGAINST 	 GERMAN ..WAR CRIMINALS 

CHARGE No. UK - G/B  89.  * 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

On the 8th June a German soldier fired down the length 
of the train when it was halted at a small station between 
Athens and Lamia, to prevent Greek women and children giving 
food to the prisoners. In so doing ho wounded Cart. Hermon 
in the right wrist and severed the main artery. Two days 
later after a halt where the officers had been allowed out 
of the train a guard struck Cart. Burton with his fist and 
his rifle-butt while re-entraining was in nrogrsss. 

THANSM ITTED RV 	  

• Ins •I t s l jai number under which th.• cast Is registered in the fill s of the National Office of the accusing State. 
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PARTICULARS OF ALLEGED CRIME • 
Particulars of these events are contained in a statement 

of Capt. 6.A. Eons() which runs as follows :- 

"On 6th June 1941 between Athens and Lamia, the 
train stopped at a small station where some Greek women 
and children were trying to give food to the British 
officers. Capt. Hermon was sitting in the corner seat 
of a 3rd class carriage with his left arm resting on the 
sash of the open window, when a.German guard fired down 
the length of the train, wounding Capt. Hermon in the 
right wrist and severing the main artery. Capt. Hermon 
was making no effort to obtain food nor were any Greeks 
near his carriage. A richotet from this bullet struck 
Capt. G.A. Ashley.Cooper on the jaw. 

On the 10th June 1941, whilst travelling from 
Athens to Salonika, Capt. W.J. Burton was ordered by a 
German soldier (private) in a most offensive manner to 
close the door of the cattle truck into.which the 
officers were being forced. As all the officers had not 
yet entered the truck, Capt. Burton did not comply with 
this order, whereupon the soldier hit him with his fist, 
then with his rifle—butt and finally threatened him with 
his bayonet. This soldier also threatened Lt. Col. J.D. 
Young, R.E. and pushed him into the truck entirely 
without provocation". 
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PARTICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT 

The facts are contained in a War Office paper 
incorporating three reports by Capt. Morse dated A. R.42 
of which the W.O. reference is 0103/3247/P.W.2a) and 
F.O. reference 42/1 of 11.2.43. 

Four witnesses should bo available, two of whom were 
wounded and two assaulted. They were :- 

Certain iiermon 
Captain G.A. Ashley_Cooper 
Lt. Col. J.D. Young, R.E. 
Captain W.J. Burton. 

It is not clear whether Captain S.A. Morse, who made 
the report, was an eyewitness in any of the cases but he 
is likely to be a valuable witness. 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 

(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence ;_ 

(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

In this case the two events have been grouped together 
because they appear to have occurred on the same journey 
from Athens to Salonika via Lamia and show a consistent 
course of ill_treatment by the guards. 

There is at present no identification of the accused 
but the number of prisoners captured in Greece and Crete 
was not inconsiderable and an organisation must have 
existed for dealing with prisoners of war of which particu-
lars are expected to be forthcoming in due course. 
Identification of those in authority may be expected and 
through them the actual perpetrators of these outrages. 
Responsibility can be apportioned when the facts emerge more 
fully, e.g. the orders given to guards, the care taken to 
see that guards were aware of the rights of prisoners of 
war. 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 

(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence ; 
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

In this case the two events have been grouped together 
because they appear to have occurred on the same journey 
from Athens to Salonika via Lamia and show a consistent 
course of ill_treatment by the guards. 

There is at present no identification of the accused 
but the number of prisoners captured in Ureece and Crete 
was not inconsiderable and an organisation must have 
existed for dealing with prisoners of war of which particu-
lars are expected to be forthcoming in due course. 
Identification of those in authority may be expected and 
through them the actual perpetrators of these outrages. 
hesponsibility can be apportioned when the facts emerge more 
fully, e.g. the orders given to guards, the care taken to 
see that guards were aware of the rights of prisoners of 
war. 
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The name, rank and units of some of the accused 

persons are unknown, but such accused should be 
identifiable by their positions, which were as 

follows :. 

(1) The Camp Oommandant of prisoners of war camp at 
Salonika on or about 19th June 1941. 

(2) The German guard who on above date in the said 

camp found a Cypriot hiding in a shed, whom 

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

they shot and killed. 

Date and. place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

19th June, 1941. 

Salonika, Greece. 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in \var 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

No.i. Murder 

Lurder. 

(For the Use of the Secretariat)  

Registered Number. 	 Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

• 
........ 3sg/ukt:  	fikk 

'UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 
UldTED  KINGDOM  CHARGES AGAINST 	GERAN 	WAR CRIMINALS 

CHARGE No_ ...... UK — G/B 90.* 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

Gern.an guards shot a Cypriot whom they found hiding 
in a shed, although he had surrendered and abandoned 
all attempts to escape. 

TRANSM ITTED BY 	  

• Insert serial number under which the case Is registered in the files of the National Office of the accusing State. 

Col:,. _t ■% 1.1'. i LW. 1l.i 	500 	 i:.%% .Lt 1. cp.68S 
I..Ii3o 5moo 
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PARTICULARS OF ALLEGED CRIllE 

S 

Particulars of this case are contained in a statement 
by Capt. S.A. Morse which reads as follows ;. 

At about 22.30 hours on the 19th June 1941 at 
Salonika, while Captain's Liermon and borwick were 
lying up in some outhouses close to the wire with the 
intention of escaping, the German guards searched the 
area and found a Cypriot soldier hiding in a shed 
some ten yards from the wire. They pulled him out, 
and althou'll the Cypriot surrendered and asked for 
mercy they deliberately shot him, taking three shots 
to kill him". 
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PARTICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT • 
In this case there were two eye-witnesses. They 

were: 

Captain Hermon, and 
Captain Borwick. 

It is presumed that they will be available to 
substantiate and supplement the information presumably 
supplied by them to Captain Lorse on which this charge 
is put forward. Captain Morse' report is contained in 
a War Office paper headed 0103/3247 (P.T.2.a) 
incornoratin7 three reports of Captsin Morse dated 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 

(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree ot 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ;- (b) the probable defen, ,• 

• (c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

It is submitted, that as it now stands this case 
shows a prima facie case of murder of the Cypriot soldier 
whose identity it will no doubt be possible to ascertain 
later. 

There is no direct link between the Camp Commandant 
and the crime, but he is answerable for correct behaviour 
of the guards, and at the least must be available to give 
information leading to the apprehension of the Chief 
accused who perpetrated the deed. A° will no doubt plead 
superior orders. Whether the first accused has incurred 
heavy responsibility or less serious responsibility or has 
no responsibility can only be determined on investigation 
of the facts. Prima facie it is not reasonable to support 
such cold:iblooded murder by a guard unless at the least 
the attitude of those in authority were a strongly pre-
disposing influence. 
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UNIFIED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 

Registered Number. Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

  

Th^ names, r2rk,,  ^n1 units of7 the accused are not 17nown, 
but they ,!houll  br,  identifiable by +heir ositions 
which were as -follows :- 
.(-1) The. Officer 	in-Co-ImAnfl  of thm for04-ongirating 	near 
Galatos Crete on or -,bout  r'r7th May 1C111.  

(2) The officer in command of the unit which captured 
Private O.N. Davies, 

aforesaid. 

melch nort. at the time and place 

  

() The officer or other rank or rans, who compelled 

the said  Da!ries to march in front of German troops at 

time and  place aforesaid ..,hereby he 71,S killed.  

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

27th May 1941 
Nr,  Galatos, 	Crete, 

N o . 	'.`.order 

The act:; complained of constitute a breach of Article 7 
of the Geneva Convention of 19°9, relatinr to the treat- ment_cf_prlsonem or- war, 	  
;;order.-. 	  

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

(For MI Use of the Secretariat) 

CHARGES AGAINST 	 	WAR CRIMINALS 

CHARGE No.  UK - G/B 	* 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

Private 0.r. D9.7iSl (Army No. 7067174) of the 
welch Rerimont 79.(1 forced to march in front of German 
troops in{ 	t,-hereby killed. 

TRANSMITTED BY 	  

• ins?rt serial itionbcr timicr %%hit h the case is ret:tistered in Ow tilk s of the National Office of the accusin Ntatt.. 

(2031.'2 	 !., 	I_n 	 111 	I %%.11..t I 

(.26924) 	%%1.1' 1,1; 1 . I 	5,ovfo 3 II 
Cp.685 
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PARTICULARS OF ALLEGED CRIME, • 
Particulars of th2se event ~ are contained in 4 

undated statent by Corporal . 2:eehan the welch 
Reriment, which reads an follows :- 

"This man was captured and wan orced to march in 
front of the enemy and was killed by British gum fire. 
This man 	in my Section and I can verify :fly state- 
vent". 

No other detillr,  are at prsent avail1.b1r3. 
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PARTICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT 

. 	It is pr-uned thlt Cpl. :% .!.ePlanri 'irm7 ?'o. 4077 1 
Pr" No. 941"'7, ..'rich lectimPrt, ,7111 1),,,  aval1n1A- to sub- 
stlrtiste thd supplement the e,ridPnce on whiph 17-I9.r (s,h11",•2 
17 fmmPd. 	Presumably 11,,o others .,41.1 bP 11,1P to corro- 
borate Mc,  :story. 

The !".0. refer?nne 4-o this stl.tP-IPIlt of Ipl. !reehan 
is 0107/7'-'47 (11.1".29.), The F.O. referenn6 i r7.`".4(V1 dated 
17. 	47. 

1 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 

(Under this heading should he included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence 
(c) whether the case apppars to be reasonably complete.) 

It is (5.7.11ected that further evidence 	be available in 
repard to this case. It'is considered desirable to reister it, 
though at present it is to some e'ctent incomplet,,,,, since a. clear 
prima faci case of a breach of the con77yr.tion seeths to be 
established. Article 7 states that prisoners or war "shall not 
be unnecessarily exposed to danr.er". No argument in necessary 
to show that the use of a prisoner as a screen is not a breach 
of that article. 

Since the deliberat': mTosre of this prisoner to danger 
resulted in his death the accused directly responsible are 
guilty of murder. 

The dezree of responsibility of accused not directly 
involved will L:1 -Jp.:nd upon the orders -i.ven in r,;lation to the 
means of conducting military operations. 
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by yinrt fterAa, Grclatiy? (eteti). 

. 	I 	 tuAii-. 

eAkk, 

miavulifit, L- 

I. 	r 
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Ths names, ranks and units of th- 

but they  should be idsntifiable 

were as fo11o7's 

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

nccused are,  not known, 

J-isir positions 7hich 

Thr,  of!'icer ir aci311r1 of t,h 	Opsrstin-  no:1r 

G'1.s4- 07  in crni- 	on or stout....... 77th 	 71y 	1!4i 	  
(0) The of'71.1- in r...ommnr1 of +11". 'unit Mich cs,Pturr'd 
privata J.H. rmit "'rich ner-impnt at the time and place 

(7) The officer or other rank *ho shot the,  said Private 

Smith.on carturp as at'oresaid 

(Not to be translated.) 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

(1 7th ',Tay lc)Al 

Nr, Qaltos, 	Vote 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

No. 	i. ','order 	 

71.1rder 

(For the Use of the *cretariat) 

Registered Number. 

A 	 03(A5004;i0:' 

Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 
L.. ''" -̀'11 CHARGES AGAINST 	  ..WAR CRIMINALS 

 

CHARGE No. 	- 
	nn * 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

Private J.H. smith (Arm;! No. '79174'17) 	the "'etch 

11,7 in"nt who ril.r ,pounded was shot dead after capture 

'IVAN -,:■11 I 111.1) 	1:1" 

• Ifs rt st.t kit litonbt.1-  tintitr %%hit }, the case is registered in the files of the National Office of the accusing Slate. 
(p.685 
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PARTICULARS OF ALLEGED CRIME 

S 

particulars e these everts are contained in an 
undated rt,t-Annt by Corporal 	ieehan of the "rich 
Rerjment, -hich.reaJs as follows 

man was in my fection and "rte" s7vernly wounded 
in the face by a Geran hand Frenade. Thin man was cap-
tured and imediatoly shot. I can 7c7rify this statement 
as I wPnessed the incident myself". 

other details'are at present availabl,, unless this 
is the incident, referred to in another statement by Corporal 
..leehan, which is not related to any specific indi7idual, and 
which reads : 

"Thin man war in my section anl reported to me that he 
was wounded. On being captured thin man was lying in a 
trench alive and was 1,111ediately -hot by the enemy after 
he was captured. I can verify my statement an the above 
mentioned person was in my Section". 
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PARTICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT 

It 17 pre,7ume1. that Cpl. 77P1r3r. Army "(•. ^n1 - 
P/I11 No. P41m7 "relch Regiment, will be lvailn,b1r,  to 
oubstantiqte 	puTp17,ment thrs e7idence on e 1:1 thir 
char.r-c 	f'r,Tmod. It 1,  to IDE,  !"1:ppo7e1 	yf nt'lerr 
will be ab1=-,  to 	rroborl.tehi rtor7. 

The-' -7.0. reference or the stnte!rien't 
is 0107/7 (P.'".2a). The P.O. reeerence 1-  
dated  
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NOTES ON THE CASE 
ow: 

(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence ;. 
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

It is expected thAt further evidence will, be available 
in regard to this case, and that the  third? 1,3 CUS ed will be 

7,ven if he is not identi7ied, no doubt can be 
entertained a!,- to the murder havir: taken place. The case 
has 	value therefore '7. s evidence of the vindictive and 
callous attitude of' the Ger:!11,ns towards 	pri:loners of 
war. 





Th^ nrtri7, rink, 	771--J-Y. 0' 	- 	not 	 7-norr, 
bu+ they,' should - 	 —7—  

(1) The Of7icor in 00111WITIC1  Q.7 	 0,1^- -- in 	 
the re.eflitourhoodOf !Ialmc;t, 	in ....r 	in ..T .uly_101,1.. 	 
(^) The offl.cer in chcrr'--  o BritI-'1 nrisorers IA the 

'le nrd 	 J-:1-  Gestapo 	 to 	tntOr- 
wine. 

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

(7) Th- of 	aril other rful'rs  of thr—Geatapp 	who 	tired 
qnd killed an unnamed  Bri+ish pricorer of 	war 	at. .the.. 
same time .,_nd plsce,  

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

July 1e41  

17"'tr   	Crete 	  

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

1. !Iiirder 

f,urder 

(For the Use of the Secretariat) 

Registered Number. Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

361/(1qC1q4  
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UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 
UNIT 'D -1-7-)- • ‘1.,  CHARGES AGAINST 	 WAR CRIMINALS 

CHARGE No. 177;',.  —  G./B 	 

SIIORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

A 7ritish prironer o' 'It 	 e,hot dead after oapture 

	

1)7 	o7 the Gestapo. 

	

TRANSM 1.11111) BY 	 

• ins.,rt serial number under which the case is registered in the files of the National Office of the accusing State. 

I I . 	ILI, 	on 	 I . . Ltl. (p.685 
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PARTICULARS OF ALLEGED CRIME • 
pa;_,'A3u1rs of t:-Iese events 

statement by al, 	Larce-Eonr in th,- 
Royal Artillery, 7ho 	 fro enem:-  territe-'77, 
which rads as follows :- 

"I 	t!ak-,,n pri:"ers-r for L,11--: sr7cond tine during 
July 1941 and 71- 	-itnels of a. very cruel act com- 
mitted by the Germ^T.r. 4'3 rt British :7oldier. A number 
of us 111(.1 been captured in th,,  mountains of Crete and 
we 7ere lined up in 	cod n 	.1.1ame prison camp. 
eriii:Ln Gestapo troops arrived with machine 71-:rr o said 
that 	were all going to be shot, and asked if 7r1 
wre 11 Tommies; on receivinF the reply "Ye:-, and 
proud of it", they bey to to fire over our heads with 
a machino un. A few seconds later t::le7 shot an Pnglish 
soldier (belived to be a :.:arine) throujh the chest qnd 
started lauLhine-, 

On seein: thi I lost my temp7,r 	shouted 7ords 
of protest. They then threatened to shoot me. In the 
meNxtim the BritiSh Tommy who wan still alive said 
"Dont shoot me, I am a marrie mar. -ith children". On 
hearilv this, a German soldier lauLThin7 drew his 
pistol and wllkinu.  up to the dyin- 	sail in 
7n7lish""7'h'1  'q"e you afraid to jie?". He then shot him 
through the head. 

"Fo were then led a-ray to :%leme prison camp and 
I was beaten 7ith a stick 	 th',.t I was mad to 
CiFht for 7nr,.land - what would I rain if I was not a 
Lord - that Pngland was the richest country in the 
world and the poorest paid :-oldiers and that 7f1 deserved 
all w e 	 da:r later I managed to escape ar'ain". 
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PARTICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT 
40% 

7/1"Tir,, 	b-111(--  mq.d- -o- 	 o7 the L7Inc- 
BombrIrdier in rme!ntion 	 rerlute in this 
country, for hir,  !ltt2ndince for fslirtbi7lr-r,7allrq.tion 
the Vltior-1 Off'ic7s, 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 
°It 

(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence ; . 
(c) whether the case appearS to be reasonably complete.) 

There should be further evidsroe sm-1.11-Lb1e in /--rd to 
this case. 

Despite 11.sk of identtion ts of -s Loss 
tho tot'Ll of svidr.,noe in support of `hs 	J 

in luthority in crate in 1941. 

to swell 
o7 aor.Tino 



36s/cm/gip- 

AA.14  aru,444a.ctzt,a- 	614.4ti 

kaAtazi%  

3 effte:t40 

• 

• 

t 	1. 
fit4f 
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The nmmes, ranks and units of the accused are not known 

but they should be identifiable by their positions, 

which were.as follows :- 

1. The Area Commandant at Corinth during April and 

_May 1941  
2. The Commandant at the Barracks at Corinth used 

as a  prisoners of war  camp in  April and May 1941  

3. The officers and other ranks in charge of working 

parties of  prisoners of war at Corinth in April and  

May 1941  

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translatul.) 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

April and May  1941 

Corinth. 	  

No. xxx. 	Illegal employment of prisoners of war. 

The acts complained of constitute a breach of Article 

31_of_the 	Geneva Convention of 1929 relating to the 

treatment of prisoners of war. 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

(For the Use of the Secretariat) 

Registered Numbcr. 

• . a  71/ i< /et  /q.r.  
Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

q rr7 

   

     

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 
UNITED KiNrynog  	CHARGES AGAINST ....... (17MAN 

	 • .WAR CRIMINALS 

CHARGE No..111C  -  VB  94  

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

British prisoners of war were used to transport 

war material. 

TI ■ 	-, N1 11111,  111" 

• It s .rt s 1 i.11 litin11)(.1.  1111,1,1- %%hi( II III' case is registered in the files of the National Office of the accusing State. 

0,3521 	 i I..A.Lt I. it p.685 
(26924) \VI.P.1b17 P.1139 JINNI 3 II 



Page 2 

PARTICULARS OF ALLEGED CRIME 

Particulars of these events are contained in a 
statement by Lt. J.O. Wells dated 21st August 1942 which 
reads as follows :- 

"When I was captured at Corinth, Greece, at 5 p.lq. 
"nth April, 1941, I was taken with my men to a com-
pound about 3 miles east of the town. Here British 
prisoners of war were working under the supervision 
of German Guards. The next day all prisoners were 
marched to a temporary aerodrome approximately 4 
miles west of Corinth and working parties were picked 
out, their main luties were shifting ammunition,bombs 
and fuel about the aerodrome. That evening we were 
marched to the Corinth barracks ant thenceforth we 
remained there, but working parties of other ranks 
were frequently required each day. 	They were re- 
quired to haul and shift about aeroplanes, gliders, 
bombs and ammunition". 
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PARTICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT 

It is presumed that Lt. Tells will be available 
to substantiate and if necessary supplement the evidence 
set out above. No doubt also other prisoners will be 
able to corroborate Lt. Tells. 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 

(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence :. 
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably, complete.) 

It is expected that the accused will be identified and 
that a case will be made out of breach of Article 31 of the 
Geneva Convention 1929 relating to the treatment of prisoners 
of war. 

Apart from the fact that the offence intrinsically is 
a serious one it has value in relation to the attitude of the 
German Authorities towards British prisoners of war in consi-
dering the award of punishment. 
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Registered Number. 	 Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

34tiVk 609  

WAR CRIMINALS UNITED KINGDOM 	CHARGES AGAINST 	 GTMAN 

CHARGE No..U.K a/B 97  * 

The  name4 rank and units of accused  persons  are unknown 

but the accused should be identifiable by 	their 	positions 
which were as follows 

1. The officer or N.C.O. in charge of Sri-fish  prisoners 

of war at Salonika beim,  marched from the Station 
to the  prisoners of war  camp at qalonika 

2 The .gUard who assaulted 	Lieut. D.J. Maw on the 
occasion above referred to  

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

10th June  1941 
Salonika,  Greece. 

No. xxix. Ill-treatment of  prisoners of war, 

The acts complained of constitute infringement of 
Article 2 of the Geneva Convention, 1929, relating 
to the treatment of prisoners-of-war. 
Assault. 	  

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

(For the Use of the Secretariat) 

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

A German sentry kicked and beat with his rifle butt, 
Lt. D,,J. Maw, who had stopped, while marching from the station 
to the camp at ralonik,l, to rip off the loose sole of his boot. 

TRANSM ITIED BY 	  

• ins2rt serial number under which the case is registered In the files of the National Of 	of the accusing State. 

01352) 	%% • I'. I 	1 1  P 	5.14.■ 	I 4 	A. 	. 	1.t 	Cp.685 
(t. 924) 	I'. 	 :;1) 	5,1k/44 	3 I 4 
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PARTICULARS OF ALLEGE') CNIAIL 

Particulars of these events are contained in a state-
ment of Lt. D.J. Maw dated 8.8. 42 which runs as follows:- 

"I was being marched in company with other officer 
prisoners of war from the station at Salonika to the 
prison camp on the 10th June 1941. The sole of my boot 
practically came off so that I could not march. 
stopped for a moment to rip it off completely and was 
promptly kicked by a German sentry. I could not speak 
German, but by signs left no doubt in the sentries 
mind as to my reasonable intention. He struck me eight 
times in the small of the back with the butt of his 
rifle and then threatened to ehoot me through the head. 
I was turning to joirrthe column again when I was kicked 
and pushed again by the sentry, but he did not this time 
use his rifle. Throughout he used abusive language, the 
only phrase which I understood being "En-rlish Swine-hound" 

• 
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PARTICITARS ()I' EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT 

It is assumed that Lt. D.J. Maw will be available 
to substantiate or supplement the evidence now put 
forward, which is one of a collection of 71 reports of 
which the "Far Office reference is 0107/7'247 (P.T.P.a.) 

The Foreign Office reference is 42/1 of 11. P. 47.. 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 

(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence 
(c) whether the case appearsIto be reasonably complete.) 

This case will probably present insuperable difficulties 
of identification. Tut evidence of the incident has value in 
conjunction with other incidents -,nd Lieut. Maw may be a 
valuable witness in rel -,ction to conJitions generally. 
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Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

(For the Use of the Secretariat)  

Registered Number. Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

370/(1Kial  

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 
UNITED KINGDOM 	CHARGES AGAINST 	(1-7‘e A 	 WAR CRIMINALS 

CHARGE No. trrC  - G/B  99  * 

The name, rank and units of accused persons are unknown 
but the accused should be identifiable by their positions 
which were as follows :- 

1. The Railway Transport officer, Provost Marshal or 

other officer or officers in charge of arrangements for 

transport of  prisoners  of  war from Salonika in Greece 

to Lubeck in Germany on "°nd July 1241 and following days 

P.  The officer or N.C.O. in charge of the train on 

the raid  journey on the said days, or the several 

officers and N.C.O's in charge. of the sections of 

the said  journey.  

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

P2nd July 1941 and the following six days 

,On Journey 	by rail from saloniks to Lubeck 

No. xxix. Ill-treatment of prt7oners of war. 

1110-acts-complained of constitute,infringement_of 	 
Article 2 of the (7eneva Convention 1929, relating 
to the treatment of prisoners of war. 

Neglect Of defenceless  persons. 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

About 400 British officer prisoners of war and the 
same number of Arab labourers from Palestine were sent 
from Palonika to Lubeck in frelPht-wagons (7m to a wagon) 
Their diet was inadequate and ther' was no sanitary 
arrangements in the wapons, nor room for all to lie down 
together. By day the heat was stifflinp. Infrequent halts 
were made for the men to get out and relieve themselves 
by the line. On arrival at Lubeck tey were marched off 
in filthy condition before a larcre crowd. 

TUANSM 111F.D 

• ihs •rt serial number under which the case is registered in the files of the National Office of the accusing State. 

e.• 	I 1505 111:0 :001 144 A..% 	 cp.685 
" 	; I -I; 1'41311 5.1046 314 
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PARTICULARS OF ALLEGED CRIME 

A British prisoner of war in Oflag IX A/H g9.vr) an 
account of his experiences to Brigadier Somerset of which 
the followin;f is an extract:- 

"After 7 weeks of existence on staiwation rations on the 
march and at transit camps in Crete and Greebe, I was one 
of a party of about 400 British officers and the same 
number of Arabs from a Palestinian labour unit which en-
trained at Salonika on 22nd July 1941. 'Ye were transported 
in standard freight wagons (77 officers per wac,on). This 
number made it impossible for all to lie down at the same 
time and with the door shut the air was very foul. The 
journey to Lubeck took 7 days. 

Durin: the first five days the heat during the day 
was stifling. To premit escape thedoors were locked. 
The guards refused to open the doors on any but rare 
occasions, despite the fact that fully W, of our number 
were suffering from dysentery or bad diarrhoea, as a 
result of 4- he ill-balanced and starvation diet we had 
existed on for seven weeks. The intervals between the 
opening of the wagon doors, when we were permitted out 
to relieve ourselves by the railway lines, were some-
times as great as 24 hours and rarely much less. The 
conditions in the wagon, where there was no latrine 
facilities whatever, was looking indescribably filthy. 

At the station at Lubeck a large crowd of civilians 
had assembled to see us marched off lookin like filthy 
skeletons and smelling a good deal worse". 

A similar statement has been furnished to the Tar 
Office by Major J. Duigan of the New Zealand Artillery, who 
states :- 

"On 22nd July 1941, a trainaoad consisting mainly of 
British, Australian and New Zealand Officers left Salonika 
for Lubeck. These officers were accommodated in goods 
trucks, between 30 and 36 to a truck including all their 
luggage. The majority were suffering from diarrhoea and 
dysentery. No latrine conveniences were provided inside 
the trucks, which were locked up except on those occasions 
when the train stopped and prisoners were allowed a few 
minutes to relieVe themselves. These occasions were far 
from adequate, more especially in view of the complaints 
from which prisoners were suffering and the gross over-
crowding. The German guards were fully aware of the con-
ditions prevailing inside the trucks. Shortly after 
leaving Belgrade, the prisoners were kept locked up on 
the train for a period slightly in excess of twenty hours. 
No drinking water (other than that carried on the person) 
was available during this period. It is considered that 
such treatment was quite unnecessary And inexcusable and 
can be looked upon only as wilful cruelty towards the 
prisoners". 
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PARTICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT 

It is presumed that the officer who gave the above 
statement .to Brimadier Somerset will be available +o live 
evidence. The facts set out above are contained in a 
letter of 28.11.42 from Brimadier Somerset to the Swiss 
Le7ation at Berlin, settinm out n list of 12 reported war 
crimes committed by the Germans in various parts of urope. 

The statement of Major Duiman is dated 3th Aumust 
1942. He also will no ddubt be available to 'ive evidence 
in due course. 

C 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 

(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence ; 

(c) whether the case appears'.to be reasonably complete.) 

This case is verysimilar to UK -G/B 7. In tint case a 
'large number oC prisoners of war were sent from Salonika to 
Lubeck under similar conditions, 

This journey took place in late August and early 
September 1941. 

It is improbable that between July 2nd and the end of 
August there were not a number of similar transfers of 
prisoners of war. There must have been a transport or7,anis-
ation which should not be difficult to trace, leading* to the 
identity of the accused. 

1 





The name, rank and unite of the accused is not known  

for certain but they should be identifiable by their  

...p.o.e.i 	t..ion whi.ch  was as follows  

(1) 	The dommandant in February 	1944  of the 	prisonerm 

of war stains VIII,B. 
(?) The Unteroffizier (Corporal) in charge on the  

27rd February 1944 of the Labour detachment 7,715 	 

from the stove camp.  

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

27rd Fel-ruary 1944. 

At or near the  prisoners of war camp Stala(7 VIII B. 

situated  at Ter.:Then,  Silesia  

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

No. i. Murder 

Breach of Articles 2 and 7',  of Geneva Convention 1g550 
relating to treatment of prisoners of war 

Murder or man,,lsuqhter, 

(For the Use of the Secretariat)  

Registered Number. 	 Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

de• 
	374/uftIG1104  

1  r, 	.111 IA 

 

   

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 
1,1.:177D  KINnDO  	CHARGES AGAINST 	G"?': ii  

 

WAR CRIMINALS 

 

CHARGE No.  UK - GA3 107* 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

The second accused shot dead Corporal Leslie Reynolds, 

No. 72S8c3 of the Royal Army Service Corps, 

TRANSMITTED BY 	  • 

• Ins?rt serial number under which the case is registered In the tiles of the National (Mice of the accusing 

(16152) wo.P.I.Ar. 1120 	:ow I 41 	I . \‘,Lt 	p.b8S 
(20924) 	 ti,o4u1 :1 II 



toloa■ 

-1114, 

• 5048 
XX1/179144 

Ills Majesty's Minister at Ber9e 
presen-,,s 	corvliments to Lis ajesty s Principal 
Secretor; of ',.;tte for Forei;7. Affairs and has the 
honour to try smit to him the under-mentioned 
documents. 

British Legntion, 

Berne. 
21st July. 1944. 

RaftIrmr-, to previous corres,)ondence: 

Berne despatch 4863 of 11.7.44 

Delcili?tion - V Snclosure. 

I am and Dnte. Subject. 

 

      

Toroms F.P.”. 

Date' 10th July, 1944. 

Pritish Interests I 

Do th f 	Cpl. Leslie 
INYNOLD3 of 5tnlag VIII B. 



40110 	c:(= 1--L: 
40(K.- :. 2/7) 

1.52.GBr.(1)23-110 , 'ejnolds 	LU/tc 

• fa 

Oar= suite 	note B.51.GBr.(1)23-110 Tlaynolds 
WP/bc du 7 juille` 1944 (375!;!!), 	ri4parterient 

fed4rr.1, Ovisi7n de?. Int6rf..4t7,  etringers, a 
3:how:our le fr-,ire tenir sous cc rli h la Lhation de 
3n Y.ajet% 	 co7Ae d'un linncrit de 1'hory de 
,10-rir:nne du Dkachement de Trcv-iii 1 715, 3talag MIA 
concernant la mort 	prisonnier el :Tuerre britenni-ue 
Cpl. Leslie 'teynoll6, No. 32S!6. 

%n transmettent 	rnpport 4  la 1,4,..tiAlA.e 3ulese 
r, Berlin a preci34 qui ll nv it ete rerNia non censure 
6  l'un de sea..,111_1borlIrs. in revenc!,c, 
r6:;117trit de l'emluate orficielle ordontule p'r les 
autorit6s a1) ,Nnandes ne lul 8 p's encore citC comnuniquk 

ne mang!ri pan de 1:= fir: 	 .,;31t8t 
qu'elle 	rep. 

Berne, lc 	juillet 

An'exes cot is d'un r-pport 

A la 	 Pe 9 ?4,1f■st4 PritPrInilpe 

lern e, 
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	 F.C.  

;77 	 -, .C. • No. 39.186/11111.B. Cpl. 
':1!:1,1,D*.1 Leslie. 	nT 	 7.`iAT!I 

AFT 	n :I 23.2.44 

:*nployed on !I-belt Dm 963. Fivn men with Remolda 
vier engrwnd in bringing UP pipes to o certin plane rhere they 
wer- bein hoisted un to a bridge. 

Cortnin ciVilinns hnd nlref,dy rnfuned esrlien to work 
on the bridge. Before the middwp break, the civilian engine-r 
asked the ftve men to go up an.' w-lik on the bridne. 	Thin they 
refused to 'o, co nidering it lvngerous ns there was no 
scafroldinr nrotectinn, safety belts were not provided and some 
ice and nnor still lay anout. The .engineer took their numbers 
and made no eminent. The men continued their nresent teal( till 
nidday ; after the brenl: the',  were awin nnkeflto w-rk on ton, 
again they refusnd to go up. '11e: were threatened thnt s pouten 
would 	brnrcht to 'In, zuhse - uently three men went off to 
bring un another pipe', t o nen rn:Aincd 	:'T 	t!.311 anti were 
accosted by the uWer-officor whn hit tt . 	inth his revolver 
barrel and forced the .1 un the ladder with 	revolver point. 
The under-office- then put his revolver into his pocket. The 
three men aproaehed carrying a pipe anointed by to other men. 
They were made to lay down th- pipe and clone to th.: place where 
the ladder was erected. The moister then re •-d out their numbers 
and attemptcd to identify thc men. 	hen one man made out as if 
to point )ut h•s own number on th paper, the under-officer 
attacked him with hLi r v)lvor be.Ailw him (“ntnon) -bout the 
shoulder and head. 	The under-officer then fitt•oVn' then: all in 
turn in order to flnee thoin u' th- ladder. 

During th s time the revolver wna distrinntly hey rd to 
click twice, finally he attacked RTINOLD3 who retreated back one 
atnp until he was prevented fron going further bn u large pipe 
layin. behind hi. o 	The under-officer lunged nt hi:i, missed 
and hit arniin thin time hittin • hinl on th.: chest fith the 
revolver barrel. 	He was drarinc back the revolv.r when it 
exploded whil- still very ne:ir RWNe:nD3. 	R. -;Olit; put un his 
hand to hit; cheat an0 sank slowly to the piro, :nd. A doctor was 
innodintely sent for, th- oodj carried into a shed. Then the 
:n.70r-offier forced the -on tn 	hr c'-  emonnt the bridgehead to 

':'erk there the rest or the nfternonn. 	The men were workin: all 
norning end nnhin until the time of the i7eldent. There was no 
refunJ to work but to go on th 	th: nn - ntdered dangerous. 
There wen no .:uestinn of ninrelliac with 	und-r-offieer, The 
lliter wan already known to the men as huving alrendy bayonntted 
one man and roe uninfr blown on othr:r ocensiona. 

The prevtlua camp lo der 	1r3ri!? had already made 
nn-inat the under-ofieer, R TOLD3 wns o 

quiet reserv-d 	orn had been in no previ-us tro :ble with the 
".nthor.tilea. 

: 32835 ::T• 	. Cpl. 
33055 	,_;T. Pte. 
32074 DUNN. Pte 
32845 SIIIPTWI. Pte. 

410 WALSH. Pte. 
221945 	k1-60.'.. Pte. 
32918 NORTH. Pte 

Yourn,  sincerely, 

16440 

C-mv Leader. Vertrnuensmann. 
1'43.44. 
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PARTICULARS OF ALLEGED CRIME 

On the day in question Reynolds and four other men 
were at work near a bridge, on which civilian workers 
(? Germans) had refused to work as they considered it 
dangerous owing to a lack of scaffolding, safety belts, 
etc. The civil engineer then asked the prisoners to 
undertake the work. They refused and he took their numbers 

After the midday break they were vain asked to go 
on the bridge and again refused. Later while Reynolds 
with two of the men was away fetching a pipe for use on 
the bridge the second accused appeared on the scene and 
compelled the two remaining men, Test and Walsh, to go 
up on to the bridge at the pistol point, beating them 
with the butt of his revolver at the same time. When 
the others returned he attacked them in turn and drove 
them up on to the bridge. 	The last to be attacked 
was Reynolds and in the course of a scrimmage, while 
the accused was striking him with the barrel of the 
revolver, it went off and killed him on the spot. 
Reynolds is described as a quiet reserved man, who had 
never had any previous trouble with the authorities. 
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PARTICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT 

The Particulars set out above are contained in a 
report by 0.S.M. Charters the Camp Leader (VertrLnensmann) 
at Stalag VIII B dated 19. 7.44. (References K.'".V7, 
Auschwitz 7 717) 

Copy of this report is attached. 

He also states that his predecessor as camp Leader 
R.S.M. Bester had already made official complrlints acrainst 
the second accused. 

In the circumstances the identification of the second 
accused should not be difficult. Unfortunately the refer-
ence to the witnesses who should be available are limited 
to names, without initials, army numbers and units, and 
P/W numbers. 

They are as 

C.S.M. Charters, 
R.S.M. 	Bester 

follows :- 

Camp Leader, 	P/T No. 1(1440 

Cpl. Hughes P/T No 77.995 
Pte. West do. 
Pte. Dunn do. 72974 
Pte. Shipton do. 42A4r 
Pte. Walsh do. 410 
Pte. 'rats= do. 22194'4  
Pte. H do. 7291P 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 

(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence ;. 
(c) whether the case appearsIto be reasonably complete.) 

This case reveals a clear case of murder, or at the 
least manPlaughter, against the second accused 

C.S.. Charters' reference to previous official com-
plaints vainst the second accused seems to indicate that the 
camp authorities may have been aware of his bad conduct and 
for that reason the Commandant has also been joined as an 
accused person. 

The employment of prisoners of war on dangerous work 
to forbidden by Article 32 of the Convention of 1929 and the 
men were clearly entitled to demur at being asked to do work 
which civilian workers, presumably Germans, had refused to do 
on the specific ground of danger. 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 
is 

(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 	' 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence ;. 
(c) whether the case appearsIto be reasonably complete.) 

This case reveals a clear case of murder, or at the 
least manslaughter, against the second accused 

c.S.M. Charters' reference to previous official com-
plaints against the second accused seems to indicate that the 
camp authorities may have been aware of his bad conduct and 
for that reason the Commandant has also been joined as an 
accused person. 

The employment of prisoners of war on dangerous work 
is forbidden by Article 32 of the Convention of 1929 and the 
men were clearly entitled to demur at being asked to do work 
which civilian workers, presumably Germans, had refused to do 
on the specific ground of danger. 
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The name,  rank  and unit of th- 	used is  no known_ 

for  certainbuthe$hould 	be  id-n+iPiable 	by his position 
which war  1S r011OWS 

,

:- 

Or  a of 	the..guard e  at 	the prisoners of  war 	camp Flalag 

_VIII !Lin December 	1943 	  

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

17th December  1947  	 

At 	or 	near 	the 	prisoners of 	wnr  camp 	Stalag V111 	B. 
_situated at Tesohen, Silesia  

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

No. 1. 	Murder 

Breach of Article 2 of 	GeneVa Convention 129 
to the treatment of prisoners of war. 

Murder or 	mnnslaughter. 	  

(For the Use of the Secretariat)  

Registered Number. 	 Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

37s/ 	 g 	 

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 

CHARGES AGAINST 	 WAR CRIMINALS . 

CHARGE No. UK  - VI3 04. * 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

The second accused shot dead Pri7ates J.!T. Burlinc,  

and P.Sydney Smith. 

TBANSNI 11111) BY 	  
• Ins?rt serial number under which the case is registered in the fill s of the National Office of the accusing State. 

con.21 I.P.INES 1120 &00 1'44 	A.& E.11.IA I 	p.6145 
426921, ‘‘i P !NI; P.1130 5,000 .111 
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e inistry of Yoreign sffnirs have the honour to 
lissom the swiss A.suation, in reply to their ::emorandum 
of 12th January,1944 - Lo. 2055 - conc• ruing the .eritish 
prisoners of war BlftisiNti sss :enrH, of the following: 

(al 13.12.1943 the prisoners of war ;' a Aork 
detachment in the ashore of Stalag 	B, were in the 
dressing room of their detachment as usual after their 
work for washing one chunking. 'She prisoner O. war 
s-RLIiiG took an unusually long time to clean up and when 
the majority of the prisoners of Aar had already left 
the room he st.11 sat on a form in the dreoaiu room. 
In response to the oreers of the sentry to get dressed 
more quickly, he answered with curses. .hen the sentry 
cave him to understand that he woulL1 no loner tolerate 
this BU 11110 reached for the sentry's rifle nsd hit him 
several times in the fece. 	hen ST-.ING renewed his 
attack the sentry jumped aside and fired a shot which 
killed isURIAlic at once. 'The oblique shot unfortsnately 
also hit the i,risoner of we, sMI%li, who had tied no part 
in the incident, fled who was still in the dressing room 
some little distance away, whereby he also as killed. 

In the course of the investigation carried out by the 
competent authosity, enoitor Lritish prisoner .f war 
confirmed that 	had abused the nentrj OIi•. had hit. 
him 111 the face with his fist before he hse shot at BUY:LING. 

The competent authorities have established that, 
acting in self-defence, the sentry made level use of the 
weapon. 

The home addresses or he eeceased are:- 

J.H. surling, 
65 .angee Road, 

,,skemba, 
Sydney, ,ustralia. 

To the 
'Albs Legation, 

Yorelun Interests Division• 
sydney smith,/ 



ti 

I A 

y(iwy .'With, 
101 k;ottiford 	t, 

Tooting, 
ondon 	♦ 17•  

Berlin 24th ;Airch,1)44. 
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PARTICULARS OF ALLEGED CRIME 	
0 

According to the Germans on the day in question 
Burling hung about in the dressing room after the working 
party of which he was a member had washed and changed 
after the days work. when ordered by the second accused 
to hurry up he replied with curses. On being told that 
this would not be tolerated he attempted to snatch the 
accused's rifle from him at the same time striking him in 
the face several times. 	The accused jumped aside and 
fired killing Burling at once and by accident killing 
Smith also since the bullet passed through Burling and hit 
him. It.is further alleged that at the inquiry another 
prisoner of war confirmed that Burling had cursed and 
struck the accused before the latter fired. No account 
from a British source is yet forthcoming. 

T.H. Burling, was an Australian. His home address is 
`riven by the Germans as 65 Wangee Road, Lakemba, Sydney, 
Australia 

e. Sydney Smith was an Englishman, wl'Al home address 
at 101 Gotsford Street, Tooting, London, SplY.17. 



Page 3 

PARTICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT  • 

The Particulars sot out above are contained in a 
communication from the German Voreign Office to the 
Protecting Power dated 24th March 1944 (Ref. 1119 Br.), 
copy of which is attached hereto. 

Vo other evidence of any sort is as yet available. 

In order to identify the accused it will be necessary 
to call the Camp Commandant, Captain Gengnajel 

The suggestion is ventured that in addition to lists 
of accused persons there should also be lists of German 
witnesses. 

All commandants at camps at the time crimes were 
committed should be available, it is submitted, partly in 
order to give evidence of conditions and identification 
and partly to refute any plea of superior orders. In some 
cases where evidence emerges as of a measure of respon-
sibility resting upon the Commandant, it may be necessary 
at that stage to add the commandant concerned as an accused 
person. 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 

(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence ; 
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

It is desired to register this case since there is a 
clear admission of the killing of two British prisoners of war, 
which calls for investigation. 

In the event of subsequent reports confirming the account 
given by the second accused as to the events leading up to the 
deaths of Burling and Smith, the case may be dropped, at all 
events so far as the charge of murder is concerned, but should 
British witnesses when available give a different account it 
will be necessary to proceed with the double charge of murder, 
since the death of Smith, though no doubt in itself an acci-
dent, would have arisen from an unlawful act. 

No doubt the defence will be self-defence and on the 
facts alleged by the Germans the question will arise whether 
it was not an excessive use of force within the principle 
laid down by the Germans themselves in the Case where Sergeant 
Speake met his death and Gunner Russelwas wounded, the accused 
guard being Bruksch (UK - G/B 1) 

Moreover it does not follow that the German account will 
prove to be correct. 

There is nothing to connect Captain Gengnajel, Commandant 
of VIII.B with the crime. 

He will be a necessary witness and for purposes of iden-
tification of the accused and also to meet any defence by the 
accused of superior orders. 

Pet 





Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

An Unteroi:fi7isr t 	Camr ,.77, Stalag IV.F 

on 21st June 1°44. 

A 	  

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

21st June 1944. 
At or near Martmansdorf, Chemnitz. 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

No.i. Lurder 

Breach of use of wn.rfnre 

Lurder. 

clnd laws of war. 

(For the Use of the Secretariat) 

0 

Registered Number. 

633plef6-/ 

Date of receipt in Secretariat. 
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UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 

 

UNITED ii:INGD:3.1 	CHARGES AGAINST 	  WAR CRIMINALS 

 

CHARGE No, tr( G/B 123 * 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

The accused shot Private Arthur Hamper and an unknown 
Serb soldier with his revolver after they had abandoned an 
attempt to escape and in fact had returned to the camp. 
The Serb would arrear to have been killed on the scot. 
Hamper lived for three days before dying of pneumonia caused 
by his wound. 

TRANSMITTED BY 	  

• Ins?rt serial number under which the case is registered in the files of the National Office of the accusing State. 

	

50) I 	 .Lt I. Cp.685 (?.635:2) 	I:Ai:, II .20 	11  
c26921i 	t% t l'.1s1 	1 .11:19 5,tholl 	3 
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Bri ish Legation 
Berne 

Copy. 
2'nd December 1:141. 

(K.7. 2/48) 

XXI/419/44 

Dear prisoners or Tar Department:  

Please refer to our despatch 74'?l of Cth November 
concerning the death of the British prisoner of war Arthur 
Hamper. 

we enclose herewith copies of ^ statem?nt concerninr-
the incident which led 1- o his death together with a report 
from the Senior Bri+ish Medical Offier which have not passed 
throwTh the hands o7 tn. Germ'.n censor. 

Yours ever, 

CHAECY 

Prisoners of War 
Foreign Office, 

bondon,S.'". 



V• 

Copy 

Re: 6^f,' ,7"97 Pte. Arthur NA-F7R, POT iio.21-'2, flEA- IV BF 
	VI■Mmal.■■•■■■•=4. 	 M.•••■••■• 

The patient was admitted to Lazarett :Iohenstein Ernetthal 
Stalac IV F It 10.00 n.m. June 22nd 1914. 

Ae was sufferinu from the effects of i bullet wound which 
entered the lower left chest. 

4 

After examination by a French' surgeon, he underwent an 
operation which necessitated the removal of the spleen. 

On June 24th the patint showed sirs of pneumonia 
from which he died on June,Pth. de died quite peacefully 
anj note in any undue discomfort. 

(Sgd) 	nuTay, 

lajor R.A..0. 
Senior British Medical Officer. 



COiji 	 10:1":.:ST 

Statemnt made by: 

=97,  Pte. Artur 	PO"  i'.0.2'2.(M4 IV BF on June 
24th 1944 

"I escaped ,:ith a Serb soldier from the camp 1417:3 IV F 
between 0.7T 	lo.ne n._. on wednesday June 21st 1944. 7e 
Lay under cover till about r.00 p.m. that nicrht when we 
moved off; at about . /-7 hour later (7.00 p.m.) we ran into an 
urderofficer from the camp. 

En then hi+ UP both -:ith a s+ick an.:1 	ur back 
to the laer, tut 	rot tak-n 	th , barbed wire. 
On arriv.21 we wom kickLid and struck with rubber truncheons 
by two po,,,tors. 

The underofficer ther shot the Serb firs+ 	then me; 
th:' Serb by: n: L:hot four or fivc tims. 

Blankets r:.re then fetched n1 	7!-re both covered up. 
kbout 	- 20 minutes later I cra,,,led sway ?rd walked r. - 7 
kilometers, where I cave myself up at a railystation to the 
railway assistants. They telephoned to the Civil Police, who 
took me tothe police station, where I was placed in a cell, 
and await 	the arrivl of some British prisoners who brou,,ht 
me to this lazarett on a  stretcher" 

The above statement was read over to Pte. Arthur 
HA,11)::a in the pres:::nce of the undermentioned anal_ he replied: 
"7hat 1.57 ri . tt". 

LAjor H.2. Fosbery, a.A.:.C. 	7043, e398C44 
Corporal J.a. 	 P07 Pn0.72.7. 

• 
The above story ac-rees in every detail to the one told to 
176.410 Capt. 1.c.P.D.Thompson ol.A.7.C. PO" Vo. 2'S74 IV BF 
on pltiert's admission. 
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PARTICULARS OF ALLEGED CRIME 

• 
According to statements made to Lajor H. k. eosbery and 

Gapt. A.C.P.D. Thompson both of the. R.A.L.C. after hia 
admission to Lazaret Hohenstein Ernstthal at Stalag IV.F. 
oy Hamper himself, he escaped on the 21st June 1944 with a 
Serb soldier between 9.30 and 10.0 a.r.. lying hid till about 
6.0 p.m. when they moved off. About ono hour later they ran 
into the accused, who struck them with his stick and kicked 
theL back to the lager, where they were kicked:and beaten 
with rubber truncheons by two guards. The accused then fired 
upon them both hitting the Serb four or five times and Hamper 
once. Both men fell and were covered with blankets. Hamper 
crawled away and gave himself up at a railway station from 
which he was taken to the police station until the arrival of 
a stretcher party who took him to the lazaret. 

He was operated on by a erench surgeon, who removed the 
spleen, but three days later, (on the 24th June 1944) he 
contracted pneumonia and died next day. 
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PARTICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT 

The only evidence of the actual commission of this 
crime available is that of Hamper himself, but nljor Fosbery 
has made a statement as to his admission to the lazaret and 
his condition, while both he and CrIt. Thompson can testify 
that he made more or less identical statements to them at 
different times as to how he came to be wounded. 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 

(Under this heading should he included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence 
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

This case presents two difficulties. In the first place 
Hamper does not seem to have made any attempt to identify the 
accused. Secondly the actual crime took place, so far as is 
known at present, in the presence of dermans only and they will 
no doubt allege that Hamper and the Serb were trying to escape 
when shot, or were resisting re—capture, or assaulting the 
guards. 

The first of these may be surmounted by the evidence of 
Vosbery, Thompson or other prisoners who may have heard who 
the particular unteroffizier was. 

The second would be countered primarily by the two 
statements of Hamper, when more or less at death's door. Although 
the conditions wore absent that could make of such statements a 
dying declaration in terms of the English law of Evidence, it 
is unlikely that at such a time he would invent a quite detailed 
and reasonable story as to what had occurred, or that he would 
attempt to fix a charge of murder on an innocent man. 

Hamper's statements also receive strong corroboration$rom 
the medical evidence of the position of the wound which would 
appear to be inconsistent with the idea of being shot in 
attempting to escape. 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 

(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence 
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

This case prLsents two difficulties. In the first place 
Hamper does not seem to have made any attempt to identify the 
accused. Secondly the actual crime took place, so far as is 
known at present, in the presence of kiermans only and they will 
no doubt allege that Hamper and the Serb were trying to escape 
when shot, or were resisting re-capture, or assaulting the 
guards. 

The first of these may be surmounted by the evidence of 
Yosbery, Thompson or other prisoners who may have heard who 
the particular unteroffizier was. 

The second would be countered primarily by the two 
statements of Hamper, when more or less at death's door. Although 
the conditions wore absent that could make of such statements a 
dying declaration in terms of the English law of Evidence, it 
is unlikely that at such a time he would invent a quite detailed 
and reasonable story as to what had occurred, or that he would 
attempt to fix a charge of murder on an innocent man. 

Hamper's statements also receive strong corroboration4rom 
the medical evidence of the position of the wound which would 
appear to be inconsistent with the idea of being shot in 
attempting to escape. 
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(For the Use of the .cccrctariat) 

lob 
Registered Number. 

4934/(//4/6/1-,- 

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 
UNITED KINGDOI_ 	CHARGES 44ir.0****Ii 

AGAINST 	 ..4) k14 . WAR CRIMINALS 

CHARGE No. 	U 	,-1/6 124* 

Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

2 3 MAR N45 

A German of unknown name who was Pcting as Steiger 

(Foreman) in a coal pit at or near Beuthen in 

Silesia on the 4th December 1947. 

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

4th December 1943. 

At or near aeuthen aforesaid. 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rt , lt-
vant provisions 111  
national law. 

Yo,xxi. .17 1-treatment of rri.-1- nr3  of war, 

Breech of Art isle ^ of the Geneva Convention 1929 

relating to the treatment of  prisoners of war, 
Assault. 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

The accused without justification struck a severely 
injured Private L.E. Abbott with a nick while he (Abbott) 
was working in the coal mine above referred to, an a merber 
of the working party E.7P from Stnlag VIII.B. 

IltANSM MUD By 

  

 

........ ••••• 

• Ins!rt serial number under which the case is registered in the files of the National Office of the accusing State. 

00521 	. 	I 	:awl I Is 	, I \t It! 	( p.685 
cl■ vpii 	%%1 	V.117 1'.11:19 rt,tioil 3 II 



A German of unknown name rho was noting as Steiger 

(Foreman)  in a coal pit at or near Beuthen in 

Silesia on the 4th December 1947. 

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

4th December 1943. 

At or near'Beuthen aforesaid. 

No.xxix. Ill.treatment of prisoners of war. 

Brerch of Article r of the Geneva Convention 19P9 

relating  to the treatment of  prisoners of war, 

Assault. 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

(For the Use of the Secretariat) 

   

     

Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

2 3 MAR MS 

  

Registered Number. 

1934/0elct  

 

    

    

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 
L7:'I TED  KINGDO!  cHARGEs AGAI\  ''4444"1444. Geizi  .." k-,4 WAR CRIMINAI. 

CHARGE N. U.- - 	1'4* 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

The accused without justification struck a severely 
injured Private L.E. Abbott with a rick while he (Abbott) 
was working in the coal mine above referred to, as a merber 
of the working party E.7P from Stnlag VIII.B. 

TRANSM jflJJ)BY 	  

• Insrt serial number under which the case is registered in the files of the National Office of the accusing Slate. 

I 	1:,i6 11;:oi 	:OKI 1 14 A.& E.W.Lt I. Cp.685 
1% I II. P.11:311 5,too .414 
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COPY 	 Enc1.12c) to 0107/47(.0 	°.1n.44 

Foreign Office rei'. 	 71. 9.1-4 

No. 5143 

His idajesty's 'Alinister at Berne presents his compliments 

to His i.lajesty's Principal Secretary of State for Foreign 

Affairs and has the nonour to transmit to him the under-

mentioned documents. 

British Legation, 

Berne. 

26. 7. 1944 

Reference to previous correspondence: 

Description of Tnclosure 

Name and Date 	 Subject 

From: Federal Political 
Department 

24. 7. 1941. 

Statements by P.0.7s. at 
Stalag VIII.B. concerning 
wounding of Private L.E. 
ABBOTT 

NEMINEMNIMIIIINMEN1111111111111 

I 



Copy. 

Schweizerischo Gesandtschaft 
Abt1L. Cchutzalachar:elegerheiten 
BZALIA, 7. S. 

Sirs, 

ae: P.O.". 1;o. ri2386, Pt7.L.7.ABBOTT 

In connection with the ass'Iult on the above-mentioned 
British P.0.7. whilst working- 	Arbeitskommando 7.72, I 
brought the mltter forward 	the viFit of your Delegates, 
I.:Jai/111e and ::..Buchmuller, to this Stalag on February 17th, 
1944. 

I now attach two statements - the original complaint by 

myttan iwgeRikJoTtgaiTiammig;i, 	?,TdmTrved 
It seems incredible that Abbott, having received a wound 

on his head necessitating SiK stitches through falling on the 
water-main, was then able to deal Oberhaeuse Reuther a blow on 
the chest sufficient to fell him. To mak--; matters -orsel Abbott, 
who by then must have been very faint, is alleged to have 
continued the attack or. Reuther whilst he, Reuther, lay on the 
ground. 

It also seems incredible that the Einspueler Sladek Felix 
was standing by and apparently did nothing, whilst all this was 
happening. 

I cannot w.ree that the work output referred to in the 
last paraLraph of the mine authorities' statement is relevant 
to what still appears to have been a brutal assault. 

. I therefore' respectfully request that further investiga-
tionsbe made into this case, and that action be taken which 
will pr.i-rent attacks of this nature on British prisoners of 
war. 

I have the honour to be, Sirs, 
Your obedient Servant, 
(Sgd) F. fl"AD, 

3.S.%:.1)017 14).19 
Camp Leader. 

3.4.1944 
Stalag VIII B. Germany. 



COPY. 

To: 

The Commandant/  
Stalag 741 

Sir, 

Since having been returned to Stalag 744 sick, I beg to 
make the follo7ins.  statmert 

On the evenin: of 4th December, 194', I was work in'-  in a 
pit at 7.72,137UTH, and I was employed as on the previous day 
helping the fillers back with empty wagons. At about 18.30 
hours a Steiger told me to help fill a wagon. This I refused 
to do for reasons of my deafness and trouble with my leg due 
to an accident which occurred in February, 1911. The Steiger 
demanded my number and together with another civilian wont to 
my coat, presumably to search it with the object of ascertain-
ing my number. I objected to this, and removed my coat from 
where it was hanging. 

The Steiger went away but returned in company with 
another Steiger at about 1900:hours. I tried to explain my 
case, but difficulty with the language prevented their under-
standing what I intended to convey. I was struck on the jaw 
by the second Steiger, and upon that I removed my coat again 
from the peg as also my lamp, and started to walk away. 

I had proceeded about 20 paces when I was s'ruck by the 
Steiger with his pick on my left shoulder. This was followed 
by a second blow which struck the side of my head, and which 
caused me to fall to the ground. Lying on the ground with 
blood from my head wound streaming over my face I tried to 
defend myself from further attempted attacks with the pick. 

When I was allowed to regain my feet, I was taken to the 
lift in a coal wagon, removed to the surface and taken to the 
dressing station. 

I was eventually taen to Heuthen Hospital where six 
stitches were applied to tl. wounds in rli:r head, after which I 
was transferred to hospital in Kattowitz. On 10th December, I 
was allowed out of bed and on 17th December, the stitches were 
removed from my head wounds. 

On leaving hospital I was excused all work for two weeks, 
and since my last examination by a German Military Doctor, on 
4th January, I have been excused from work or all kind. 

I had previously been excused the working of filling 
wagons in the pit, on account of the danger due to my deafness, 
Since the attack on me, my malady has been aggravated and I 
suffer from severe head rylirs. 

I am, Sir, 
Yours obediently, 
(Pgd) L.". Ar1OTT, 

Private 
7',!7,19 

'5.4.1.1941 

3 
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Copy. 	 TahASLATION 

R7PORT 

The pillar hewer GOLLY IDUL and his learner - hewer 
DAA30i. JOF-F in depart=nt 6 complained yesterday to me about 
the bad work output of the rngliel.man ABB07 :ARK No. 8801. The 
Englishman should have helped the fillers in the pushing- and 

of wagons on the pier. Hehelped the filler to push the 
waggon %bout 40 meters in th pier, but refused to fill it. I 
met him before th..! pier sittir , 9nd commanded him to help the 
fillers and not to sit around. He mad,,  a sien of refusal to me, 
stood up and adopted a boYinc attitude towards me. As I there-
upon wanted to ascertain his nam7 or number and the Hewer 
GOLLY wanted to search his belon .inFs for this purpose, he 
gave the Hewer a push on th chef+. I informed the 
Tatchkommando over this matter it 	I then visited the 
place once more and closed the matter 7ith th-  Hewer. I 
attempted ono_ more with . 00d -7111 to get the Englishman to 
work. But he picked up his kit and ran out into the brake 
which was moving. There he ran into the Oberhauer REUTHPR who 
was working in the vicinity with the Nasher CLIDEK FELIX. 
AEUTH-a called to the 7nc,lishman, but he did not stop and 
instead tried to increase his speed. Thereby he fell and 
knocked his head on a water main. As Reuther went to help him 
up, the P.O.T. dealt him a heavy blow on the chest. Reuther 
fell and lost his lamp and wedgemattock. Reuther who lay on 
the ground defended himself against the blows of the Englishman 

The work output of the English is very bad for the greater 
part in departments 7 -,nd P. Their attitude towards the Hewers 
is very contrary and unhe pful. 

HOH7IZOLL-:ZNaUN7, e December 1941 
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Evidence of this crime has oeen i;iven in a statement made 
by private Abbott himself, now at Stalag 344. He states that 
on the day in question a dispute arose between himself and a 
Steiger as to his work. Abbott having refused to help fill a 
wagon on account of his deafness and a leg injury, the Steiger 
and another man (according to the German account, a hewer of 
the name of Paul Golly) went to his coat to see what his number 
was, no doubt for the purpose of rerorting him, upon which 
AbbOtt took his coat away. The Steiger went away and returned 
with another Steiger to both of whom Abbott attempted to 
explain his objection to doing the work required of him, but 
language difficulties prevented their understanding him, and 
the second Steiger ultimately hit him on the jaw. Abbott 
thereupon walked away with his coat and lamp, but had only 
gone a few paces when the Steiger struck him again on the 
shoulder and head with his pick, the second blow felling him 
to the ground and causing an injury whi-:11 later required six 
stitches. While Abbott lay on the ground more blows were 
aimed at him which he warded off with his arms. He was taken 
to the surface and his wound dressed and he was later 
transferred to hospitals at iieuthen and Kottowitz. 	He has 
since been excused all work by the German military doctors. 
His deafness has been aggravated by the blow on his head and 
he suffers from severe head pains. 

erom the German side comes a statement of the Steiger 
dated 6th December 1943 in which he says that the hewer Golly 
and his assistant Josef Dragon complained to him of Abbott's 
refusal to work and that he remonstrated with him, whereupon 
Abbott adopted a boxing attitude. He (the Steiger) and Golly 
then tried to look at Abbott's coat to see his number, but 
lie picked it up and ran off colliding with Oberhauer Reuther 
who was working hardby with a man named eelix Sladek. 
Reuther called to Abbott, but the latter increased his speed 
and falling hit his head heavily on a water-main. When 
Reuther went to help him up he knocked him down and 
attacked him while on the ground. The Steiger adds that 
.the work of the English in this pit had been on the whole 
bad and un-cooperative. 
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PARTICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT • 
As to the actual assault Private Abbott is of course 

the only witness against at least five, and it may be sic, 
Germans, but it is possible that some record of his 
treatment in the German L:ilitary Hospitals at Beuthen and 
Kat towitz may become available, which will cast some light 
on the nature of his wound. It is possible also that some 
of the doctors might be able to express an orinion as to 
how he received it. 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 

(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence ;. 
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

This case is not perhaps at first glance a very satisfactory 
one, since tnere will be at least five Germans as witnesses 
against Abbott alone. On the other hand the German story is 
prima facie an unlikely one. Assuming that Abbott ran off and 
fell, cutting his head on the water main, would he be likely to 
assault the man who came to help him up? Possibly if he was 
concussed and did not know what he was doing, but improbably. 
Again why should he continue to attack Reuther after he had 
knocked nim down? And wnat were the other Germans, 
particularly Reuther's mate Sladek, doing to let him carry out 
this prolonged assault? These points are taken up by Rest. 
Sergt. Lajor e. Read, the camp leader, in a letter of complaint 
to the Protecting Power of 3rd April 1944, and they are noints 
of substance. 

It must be admitted, however, that if the Germans concerned 
hold together in the matter of evidence, the case will be 
unlikely to succeed, unless the medical officers who treated 
Abbott at ueuthen and Kattowitz are prepared to state that in 
their opinion his head injuries were such as to suggest that 
he had been struck with a pick, rather than hit his head in 
falling on a water main. 
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UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 
UNITED KINGD,.-Y.: 

CHARGES AGAINST 	 WAR CRIMINALS 

CHARGE No. UK *. G/b 154)* 

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

Names of the accused are unknown. 

Two guards, both S.S. men, on duty accompanying 

British prisoners of war from the 9th S.S. Panzer 

Division P.O.W. oage at Arnheim to Zutphen 
	 (Arnhem?) 	  

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

23rd September, 1944. 

Near Zutphen, Holland. 

• • ...... 	.. 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

No.i. Lurlo of Lieutenmt H.A. Platt, Lieutenr+, 

T.V. :.icNabb, both of the Reconnaissance Oorps, an 
unknown Glider Pilot, Private ECOrAchen-  of the 7m-i 
6attalion, Parachute Regiment and an unknown otherrank. 

breach of Usages of Warfare and Laws of War. 

Murder. 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

At about 17^0 hours on the ?3rd September 1944, a party of 
sore 25 Dritish of 	and other ranks were being moved by 
lorry fror. Arnheim (Arnhem?) to Zutphen in charge of 5 guards. 
On the journey two of the officers attempted to escape whersmon 
two of the 'guards orened fire at point b1''k range on the 
prisoners in the lorry killing outright, two officerrrisoners and 
two other tank prisoners: Lieutenant :,cr,IJb wr.s so seriously 
wounded that he subsequently died in hosrital. 

'II? XV.  Ni 11 1 1 1) BY' 

• ins ■ rt serial number under which the case is registered in the files of the National Office of the Act 

1.uctre21 wt.l'.1511:. 1120 	SINI I 44 A., F. W.1.4 I. (- p.685 
(20921) WI.P.INI7 I'.1139 rogNI 3 11 



UNITED KnGDJLI 
...... 	.CHARGES AGAINST 
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Registered Number. 	 Date of receipt in Secretariat. 
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UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 

_WAR CRIMINALS 

CHARGE No. UK  G/13 150* 

all 

Name of accused, hip 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translah,1.) 

names of the accused are unknown. 

Two guards, both S.S. men, on duty accompanying 

British prisoners of war from the 9th S.S. Panzer 

Division P.O.W. cage at Arnheim to Zutphen 
	 (Arnhem?) 	  

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

23rd September, 1944. 
Near Zutphen, Holland. 

........ 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

No.i. Lurder of Lieutenant H.A. Platt, LieutenP.rt 

T.V. L.cNabb, both of the ReconnaissammOorps, an 
unknown Glider Pilot, Private KcOrachen of the 2n1 
Battalion, Parachute Regiment and an unknown otherrank. 

breach of Usages of Warfare and Laws of War. 

.• 	...... 

Murder. 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

At about 17!",0 hours on the 23rd Sertember 1944, a party of 
some 25 Britian officers and other ranks were being moved by 
lorry from Arnheim (Arnhem?) to Zutphen in charge of 5 guards. 
On the journey two of the officers attempted to escape whereupon 
two of the guards °relied fire at point blArk range on the 
prisoners in the lorry killing outright, two officerrrisoners and 
two other tank prisoners: Lieutenant L.cNabb was so seriously 
wounded that he subsequently thed in hosrital. 

11'11 0 BY 	  

• Insert serial number under %%Inch the case is registered in th.• tilt s , ■ 1 ih- 	 (Mice t.t the accusing Slate . 

1 .!6":.t! 	%%1. 	II2o 	:olot 	I 14 	.4. 	L'.t1 Lt I. 	Cp.688 
i2,021 	%t t.P.1,47 I'.Ii ut 54oli :I 44 



British Legation, 
Berne. 

(1{.W. 2/4810 	 20th January 1945 

XXI/14/45. 

Dear Prisoners of War Department, 

I/Oenclose herewith a copy of a report from 
Lajor c.e.K. Gough I.C. reconnaissance Corps Prisoner of War 
No. 005951 Oflag 79 concerning the shooting of British 
Prisoners on 23rd Sept-,mber 1944 near Zutphen. This has been 
transmitted to us by the Swiss and has not passed through the 
nanda of the ierman censor. 

Yours ever, 

CUANCEnY 

prisoners of War Department, 
eoreign Office, 

London, S. V1. 



ett 

To the Protecting Power. 

I wish to report an inoident which occurred on 23rd Sept.1944 
near ZUTPHEN in Holland as a result of which 3 British officers & 
British other ranks were killed and approx.5 other British prisoners 
were wounded. The circumstances were as follows. At about 1700 hrs. 
a party of British Airborne Off icera & a few other ranks numbering 
approximately 25 in all were placed in a lorry and moved from the 9th 
S.S. Panzer Division P.O.T. cane at ARNHEIM to ZUTPHEN. I was a member 
of this party. Besides the driver of the truck there were 5 guards, 
all S.S. men, 3 of whom were on the rear of the truck, one sitting 
with the driver and 1 standing on the running board. We were 
extremely squashed and it was impossible for those in the body of the 
lorry to move. The lorry was uncovered. 

V:e had reached a small village about 4 Km. short of ZUTPHEN where 
the lorry had stopped suddenly and then re-started. Before it had 
gathered full speed, two officer prisoners who were standing on the 
left hand side of the lorry jumped out and ran away. One of them, 
major HIBBERD of the Parachute Regiment made good his escape, but the 
other, Lajor LUNeORD, ran about 300 yards and fell exhausted. The 
guards did not fire on either of these officers. Instead, the guard 
on the running board and the one beside the driver jumped off as the 
truck was pulling up and ran round to the back from which two of the 
guards had also jumped. The third who was on the left hand side 
remained on the truck. 

Tw, of the guards standing in the roadway, opened fire at point 
blank range on the prisoners in the truck, killing outright his own 
fellow guard and 2 officer prisoners and 2 other rank prisoners. 
One of these officers was Lt. H.A. PLATT, Reconnaissance Corps, the 
other one was a Glider Pilot whose name I do not know. One of the 
other ranks was Pte. LcORACKEN of the 2nd Bn. Parachute Regiment. 
Amongst those seriously wounded wore 

Lt. T.V. LcNABB, Reconnaissance Corps, who 'ubsequently died 
in hospital. 

,-ajor Anthony Cotterill (the well-known novelist and reportei) 
of Royal Fusiliers attached to lst Parachute 
Bde. 

Lt, A.L. Tannenbaum, 2nd Parachute km. 

Lost of the others received injuries of a minor character. After two 
or three magazines had been fired, all the prisoners were ordered out 
of the truck and sat on the road in a half-circle in front of the guards 
who were in a highly excited condition. We were told that we were 
responsible for the death of the German guard and that we should all 
be shot. At this stage Major LUNd0hD was brought back. The dead and 
wounded were then taken off the truck and deposited on the road. 

We were kept seated on the road for about an hour, during which 
time one of the officers who speaks German heard the guards debating 
whether or not they would shoot the lot of us. Eventually and very 
fortunately for us an interpreter from the ZUTPHEN P.O.V cage arrived 
in a car, and he was able, with a certain amount of difficulty, to 
pacify the S.S. guards sufficiently to allow us to proceed with the 
dead and wounded in another truck to ZUTPHEN. 

The undermentioned officers were in the party in addition to those 
whom I hive mentioned: 

major W.Arnold Royal Artillery 1st Airborne Div. 
Capt.B.V.. Briggs, Parachute Regiment 
luajor Byng...1-addick 
Capt. D. LcLean 	 •• 

Uapt. D.j. Lortlock, R.A.S.O. I have t,e honour to be Sir, 
crom ..ajor O.L4'.H.UJUGH,i.,.C.(14320) 	 Your obedient Servant, 

Reconnaissance Oorps.P0t.No.005951 	 0.2.H. GOUGH, Lajor. 
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PARTICULARS OF ALLEGED CRIME 

At about 1700 hours on the 23rd Septemoer, 1944, a 
party of Asritish Airborne Officers and a few other ranks 
numbering some 25 in all were placed in a lorry and moved 
from the 9th 3.8. Panzer Division P.J.V. cage at a place 
given as Arnheim to Zutphen. (Note. Arnheim cannot be 
identified, but Arnhem is 29 kilometres from Zutphen S.S.T.) 
besides the driver there were 5 guards, all J.S. men, 3 of 
whom were in the back of the lorry, one sitting with the 
driver and one on the running board. 

The lorry stopped at a small village about 4 kilometres 
short of Zutphen and as it was gathering speed on restarting, 
two officer prisoners jumped out and ran away. The guards did not 
fire on either of these officers but instead the guard on the 
running board and the one beside the driver jumped off as the 
lorry was pulling up and ran round to the back from which two 
of the guards had also jumped; the third man on the back 
remained on the lorry. 

Two of the guards standing in the road then opened fire 
at point blank range on the prisoners in the lorry, killing 
outright their own fellow guard, TAeutenant H.A. Platt, an un-
known Glider Pilot, Private LcCrachen and _an unknown other rank; 
most of the other prisoners in the lorry were wounded -
Lieutenant LcNabb so seriously that he subsequently died in 
hospital. 
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PARTICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT 

' 	The only evidence available a* the present time is that 
contained in a report (copy attached) to the Protecting Power 
from Liajor C.F.H. Gough, M.C. (14370) Reconnailsance Corps, 
P.O.T. No. 005951. 

Statements will also be required from some of the 
following who were in the lorry and Are now rriioners of war 

L.ajor T. Arnold, R.A., 1st Airborne Division 
Captain 	13riggs, Parachute Regiment 

Byng.kaddick, Parachute Regiment 
Iliajor A. Cotterill, Royal Fusiliers, attached 1st 

Parachute Brigade 
Captain D. McLean, Parachute Regiment 
Captain D.G. Mortlock, R.A.3.C. 
Lieutenant A.L. Tannenbaum, 2nd Parachute Battalion 

The interpreter of the Pr cage at Zutphen might be a 
valuable witness. He might be identifiable through local 
Dutch sources. 

The place where the shooting took place may be a place 
shown on the main road about 5 kilometres short of Zutphen. 
The name is rather obscured on the map by a line indicating 
a "beek" or small canal, but it appears to be Brunwer. 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 

(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence:. 
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

The only missing feature in this case, whicll calls for 
no comment or argument, is the identity of the men concerned. 
There is nothing by way of description and unless assistance 
is obtained from the Germans, who could no doubt identify the 
men if they wished to, it may be hard to trace them. 

The action of the accused wad taken on their own 
responsibility and initiative and there appears to be no 
defence. The only line that could be taken was that the shoot-
ing was necessary to prevent a mass escape but in any event 
that is not borne out by the evidence and the mentality of the 
accused is shown by the fact that after the shooting the guards 
debated for a considerable length of time whether or not to shoot 
the remaining prisoners. It was only on the arrival of an 
interpreter from the Zutphen P.J.V.; cage that order was restored. 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 

(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (h) the probable defence 
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

The only missing feature in this case, which calls for 
no comment or argument, is the identity of the men concerned. 
There is nothing by way of description and unless assistance 
is obtained from the Germans, who could no doubt identify the 
men if they wished to, it may be hard to trace them. 

The action of the accused was taken on their own 
responsibility and initiative and there appears to be no 
defence. The only line that could be taken was that the shoot-
ing was necessary to prevent a mass escape but in any event 
that is not borne out by the evidence and the mentality of the 
accused is shown by the fact that after the shooting the guards 
debated for a considerable length of time whether or not to shoot 
the remaining prisoners. It was only on the arrival of an 
interpreter from the Zutphen P.J.. cage that order was restored. 
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Letters should be addressed to— 

THE. TREASURY SOLICITOR, 

and the follow A reference quoted on the 
cover and in r _letter: 

,,OB/III/PHBK 

STOREY'S GATE, 

ST. JAMES'S PARK, 

LONDON, S.W.!. 

Telephone No. : WHITEHALL 1124 
EXTENSION 	33 

Telegraphic Address : " PROCTOREX, I 

Code used: A B.C. 6TH EDN., 5 letter. 

Pt EC L._ i 

27 AR' 946 "5  

Ansd.... ....... 

th .arch 1946. 

  

Sir, 

  

   

    

Ur\ - (1/B 166 
reef: 944/UK/G/167 

It will be recalled that this case was adjourned 
for further information which has not yet materialised. 
On the whole it appears improbable that the charge 
will ever reach a point which will justify proceedings. 
On the other hand it is desirable that it remain on 
the record since there would appear to be no doubt 
that offences have been committed of which notice 
should be taken if better identification f4id fuller 
evidence can be made available. 

This is a view in which the J.A.G.'s Department 
concurs. 

PHBK/D24; 
	

I am, Sir, 
Your obedient Servant, 

0. i/c War Crimes Branch 
Treasury Solicitor's Department 

The Secretary-General, 
United Nations War Crimes Coamission, 
Lansdowne House, 
Berkeley Square, 
W.1. 



i. The offioer or officers in oharge of prisonera_of war 
in Ugp-Slavia during the months of March to May 1944 
inclusive. 

officer or officern_in charge of_prieoners_of war 
in Austria during  the months of May to August  1944 
inolusive. 
iii. The/  Oommandant of 	the-Military Prison (Untersuch- 
ungsgef4pis) in Vienna from  19th May - 7th June 1944. 
iv. Colonel Pompert, Comnandant of Stalag XVIT.A. from 
the 7th June-to 20 h August 1944. 
v. Captain Handekevitch, Adjutant to the  above named. 
vi. The Oommandant of °flag IV.O. from 20th August - 
20th October 1944. 

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, (.Er 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

•• 	• 	..... 	• 	• 

During the 

At 	Or near 
and on the 

months of March ..to October 1944. 	 

Belgrade, Vienna, Kaisersteinbruch & 	Oolditz, 
journey between the last two places. 	 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

/11-treatment of prisoners of war. 

Breach of Customs of Warfare" and Laws of War and in • 
particular of Article 2 of the Geneva Convention 1929 
relating to the treatment of prisoners of war.and-of 
Article 1 of the Geneva Convention 1929 relating to the 
aMelioration of the condition Of the Sick andwounded 

Assault and False Imprisonment. 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

........ 

I'se of the Secretariat). 

Registered Number. 

gat/ Vielq f4  	 

Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

1 6 JUN it45 

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 

UN/nD KVIG0011 ....CHARGES AGAINST 	GRFC7AN 	WAR CRIMINALS 

CHARGE N. 	G/13. 16A 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

The six accused were responsible for a number of breaches of 
the Conventions of 1929 in the case of Capt. V. Vercoe, and also of 
other British and Allied prisoners of war, who were from time to 
time in their custody. The details of the said breaches are more 
particularly set out under the next heading at this charge. 

THANSM I P BY 	 

• Ins •rt serial number under which the case is registered in the files of the National Office of the accusing State. 

1:.11:. HD) 	:MO I II 	N. 	I.Nt.LtI. Cp.685 
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Tha bat i3 of this char re is a long and detailed statement 
oy L, itain V. Vercoe bearing late the Ath March 1945 and 
deocribing with a 7ealth of detail hie own e.ventures after his 
capture by the Germano on the 23rd March 1`'440  and those of his 
comrades, Brigadier Davies and the rest, after such dates as 
they joined him in hie captivity. It is evident from this 
statement that Capt. Vercoe was flying to join the forces of 
General Mihailovitoh, or "Marshal Tito",when hie plane crashed 
and in the ensuing accident his arms and at least ono leg was 
broken. When the statement opens he was 	a but in the moun- 
tains with some Greeks and a force of Chetniks (from which it may 
be deduced that his mission had lain to General Mihailovitch) and 
he was on the 23rd March 1944 captured by Russian troops fighting 
for the Germans, who overran the Chetnik's position. Capt. 
Vercoe Was found lying on a stretcher in a frozen "wadi" where 
the Chetniks had hidden him when the battle opened. Apart from 
looting his effects, the Russians did not treat him badly, and 
after several temporary stopping places at all of which he seems 
to have received surprioingly good treatment from a strange medley 
of Germans, Austrians, Italians and Serbs he arrived on the 27th 
March at Belgrade and was lodged in the sick quarters opposite 
the Gestapo H.% Here he remained until April 17th when he, 
together with Brigadier Davies, who ha-i arrived in the sick 
quarters at a date unspecified by Capt. Vercoe, wore conveyed 
to the Civilian Concentration Camp at Banica. 	Thin waa done 
because on two consecutive day's raids the American Air Force had 
virtually wiped out the centre of the town, including the hospital 
to which Capt. Vercoe was about to be admitted. After two days 
of acute discomfort owing to the complete disorganisation of the 
whole district by the raids they were well treated in this camp 
and it does not appear that any charge could properly be preferr-
ed against either Leutnant Winter, the Commandant of thin camp 
nor against Ober-Lt. Muller, the head of the Gestapo in Belgrade, 
for their treatment of these men who were thrust into their hands 
in both cases extremely ill (though Capt. Vercoe gives no details 
of the cause of Brig. Davies state he was clearly ver:7 ill and 
like Capt. Vercoe himself a "stretcher-case"). Tilt, blame for the 
failure to dispaLch them at once to a proper military hospital in 
Germany would seem to lie with the first accts el, or at leant 
with the organisation of which he was the head. 

On the 11th Mav one two officers in question together with 
three other British prisoners Capt. Hawksworth, 	Shenton 
and Gunner Grai, and two Ugp-Spivs, were ristrained at Belgrade 
for Vienna, which they reached on the next day. Surprisingly 
lavish rations wore issued to them for the journey. Having 
arrived in Vienna the Brigadier and Capt.. Vercoe were placed in 
the Civil Police Prison for Ft few hours, where except for the 
doctor who saw them, who was rude and unpleasant, they were well 
treated, and wore then taken on to join the rest of their party 
in a camp at Ober Langendorf, supposed to be Vor civilian workers. 
Here aTho they wore all treated (although before the arrival of 
the Briadier and Captain Vercoe the others had apparently been 
put for a few hours in a f'ithy cell) and received medical 
attention. On the lAth May they were taken by train to another 
camp up the Danube valley at Munthausen, where amain after an 
unpleasant beginning they were very well treated, but next morn-
ing they wore taken back once more to Vienna and at last handed 
over to the Wehrmacht and placed in the illitary Prison there. 
Pausing here again it must in thin-loon be stated that the 
authorities at the various camps mad prisons in and around 
Vienna seem to have done their best to make this party comfortable, 

(Continuel on page 3) 
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There are a number of witnesses as to the various 
illegalities revealed by this caso. Capt. Vercoe and 
Brigadier Davis can speak to more or lees the whole course 
of events to which exception can be taken, while Oapts. 
Hawksworth and Wait, and Sergeants Shenton, Cornwall and 
Robinson and Gunner Gray can support them as far as the 
dates when they joined the party. So also can the three 
Americans, and the two Ugo-Slav Officers, assuming them all 
to be still alive. 

(Continued from page 2) 

once they appreciated who they were, and the continual chanaps and 
journeys which must have been tr:iing in the extreme to wounded men 
(and in fact caused a hernia to form on the Briadierls wound) must 
be laid at the door of the second accu3ed and his organisation, 
which was clearly thoroughly irefficient. 

Upon arrival at Vienna on the nth May the whole party was 
taken to the Military Pridon for prisoners awaiting c ourt martial, 
where the five British prisoners wore placed in a cell together. 
Ultimately the Brigadier got a cell to himself, the two sergeants 
another, while Captains Vercoe and Hawksworth shared a cell with 
the two Cgp-Slave. Food was of the worst and exercise inadequate. 
In this prison they encountered more British personnel, Capt. Watt 
and Sergeants Cornwall and Robinson and three Americans Col. DuVe 
and Captains Nunn and Suarez, who shared their subsequent adventures. 

On the 7th June the whole party of 17 was transferred to 
Stalag XVII.A. at Kaisersteinbruoh, where they were issued with 
prisoner of war discs at last. They also began to receive Red 
Cross parcels which was as well as the food was atrocious. The 
Commandant, Colonel Pomperrl, and his adjutant Capt. Handekevitch 
were consistently unpleasant, but the Austrian Sonder-?uhrer, by 
name L..hbaletter, did his best to make the party comfortable. 
They also received a visit from Ur. Dinsler of the Protecting Power, 
who protested vehemently to the Germans about the conditions in 
which these 17 men were kept. As a result conditions improved at 
least as regards bedding, etc. 

On the 20th August the whole party was transferred by road 
and rail to Oflag IV.O. at Oolditz, which in, it is believed, in 
Bavaria. The whole party, except Capt. Vercoe who was on crutches, 
were chained together in pairs, under a written order applicahle 
to all prisoners undergoing transfer. Thio order would appear also 
prima facie to lie at the door cf the second accused. 

At IV.O. the food was also abominable, so much no that Capt. 
Vercoe alleges that the prisoners had to spend most of their time 
in bed from sheer weakness. 	Here the whole party remained till 
in October 1044 Capt. Vorooe went before a Medical Board and was 
repatriated. 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 

(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence : 
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

In this case there has been a flagrant breach of a 
number of Articles of the Conventions of 1929 for which the 
first two accused as the persons responsible generally for the 
treatment accorded to Capt. Verooe and his conrades in L'go-Slavia 
and Austria respectively must be held primarily to blame. The 
facts that the whole party was on one occasion bound, on many 
occasions transported purposelessly from one place of confinement 
to another, at no time afforded adequate medical treatment, and 
until they were handed over to the Wehrmaoht on the lAth May 
detained entirely in civil prisons all point to a complete 
failure on the part of the authorities to appreciate their duties 
to prisoners of war, and constitute breaches of Articles 2 and 9, 
relating respectively to the humane treatment of prisoners, and to 
the type of place in which they may be interned, and of Article 1  
of the Convention for the amelioration of the conditions of sick 
and wounded by reason of neglect and disregard of the requirements 
of the condition of Brigadier Davies and Captain Vercoe by reason 
of their wounds. 	For the above the first two accused are 
responsible. 

With regard to the other four accused, they must be held 
responsible for the appalling food and other conditions in the 
military clamps under their respective rule. In this connection 
it is worthy of note that contrary to the more usual practice 
whereas the food and general treatment ea corded to the prisoners 
while in the hands of the Gestapo was on the whole good, after 
they were handed over to the Wehrmaoht they were uniformly bad, 
and in fact but for the technical illegality of detaining 
prisoners of war at all in civil prisons no complaint can bl made 
as to this earlier period. 
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(For the Use of the Secretariat) 

Registered Number. 

/0/510.10/ric 

Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

g MR' 1545 

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 

UNITED KINGDOM CHARGES AGAINST GERMAN WAR CRIMINALS 

  

CHARGE No..  UIC.VB 189  * 

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

Personnel of the Wehrmacht or B.S. at_preeent 	 

unknown, operating 	in the vicinity of- Brionne, 	 
Franoe on_or_about_lgth August .1944. 	 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

On or about 19th August 1944 in the vicinity 

or Brionne,  Franoe. 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

No.i . Murder. 

Breaches of Usages of warfare_A_Lawe of war and in 
particular of Articleq 2, 54 or 60 — 67 of the 
Geneva Convention 1929 relating to the treatment of 
prisoners of war. 

Murder. 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

Sapper Erlis, H. (1901238) while operating with 2 S.A.S. 
Regiment, A.A.C. on or about 19th August 1944 in the vicinity 
of Brionne, France, was taken prisoner:*. He was not officially 
reported a prisoner of war. His body was later found by a 
Frenchman and interred on or about 29th October 1944 in or 
near Yville.sur.Seine: his .;hoes had been removed and his arms 
were tied behind his back. The deceased soldier's identity 
disc, partially defaced, was secured by the French authorities. 

TRANSM ITIFD BY 

• Ins?rt serial number under which the case is registered In the files of the National Office of the accusing State. 

5041 1 It A.!, E. t LI I. (p.685 • 
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1901238 Dry. (i/o) R. Erns, R.E. 2 S.A.S. 

P.W.2. 

You will wish to see the attached copies of correspondence 
from which it appears that a man was deliberately killed after 
capture . although not officially reported P/W. There is no 
doubt as to identity as the "rubbing" from the identity disc 
makes the name and Army No. quite clear. 

Death has been officially recorded:. "Killed in action 
on or shortly after 19.8.44 and next.of.kin was informed 
accordingly on 7.12.44. Next-of -kin subsequently called here 
and she was informed that her husband's body was found by a 
FrenchrLian and buried, but we wore not at liberty to disclose 
the place yet. 

Cas. (L) 
Sefton Park 4000, Ext.40 
15.12.44 

• 



COPY. 	 2E21/CAS/69735 

Subjeot: Missing Personnel. 	21 Nov. 44 

To The Under Secretary of State, 
the War Office, Casualty Branch, 

Blueooat School, 
Wavertree, 

Liverpool, 15. 

From: G.H.Q. 2nd Echelon, 
21 Army Group. 

1901238 Spr. EBLIS, H. 
2 SAS. Regt. AAC. Missing believed 
P.o.W.  19 August 1944  

The enclosed statement by a French Civilian, M.A.Piette, 
together with an identity disc and a silver medallion of 
St. Therese is forwarded as evidence in the case of the above 
soldier. 

These effects were handed to Captain H. Barrow, R.A.S.C. 
H.Q., 1 Tank Fide. by M. le Comte de Malatie, together with 
the statement. 

(Sgd) 
D.A.G. 

G.H.Q.. 2nd Echelon 
21 Army Group. 

Oxford 
AP /MN 

Copy to 65463/34. 

COPY. 

Xville s/Seine le 29 Octobre  1944 

A la date du 29 Octobre 1944, Jo soussigne Piette garde 
ohampetre a Yville-eur..Seine assiste de Genet, Bernear Leolere, 
Gervais, avoid inhume un soldat allie portant jeune vetu 
de ouir marron, motocyoloste ou aviateur, los mains lices 
derriere le vos, et serrees avec la martugale de son vetements, 
sans chausseurs. 

Necaille en carton au ceu premiere letter effacie 

Gie H. 
C.E. 
190 - 1238. 

Novialle argent ferme allongee de Sainte Therese oi-foint 
ces piecees remises a Monsieur le Comte de Malatic maire 
dlYville a/Seine le 31 Octobre 1944. 

Inhume dans la cocur de Monsieur Barby pres du lac. 

(Sgd) A. PIETTE 
Garde Champetre. 

I 
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COPY. 	 2E21/0AS/69735 

Subject: Missing Personnel. 	21 Nov. 44 

To The Under Secretary of State, 
the War Offioe, Casualty Branch, 

Bluecoat School, 
Wavertree, 

Liverpool, 15. 

From: G.H.Q. 2nd Echelon, 
21 Army Group. 

1901238 Spr. ERLIS, H. 
2 SAS. Regt. AAO. Missing believed 
P.o.W.  19 August 1944  

The enclosed statement by a French Civilian, M.A.Pietto, 
together with an identity disc and a silver medallion of 
St. Therese is forwarded as evidence in the case of the above 
soldier. 

These effects were handed to Captain H. Barrow, R.A.S.C. 
R.Q., 1 Tank Bde. by M. le Comte de Malatie, together with 
the statement. 

(Sgd) 
D.A.G. 

G.H.Q. 2nd Echelon 
21 Army Group. 

Oxford 
AP/MN 

Copy to 65463/34. 

COPY. 

Iville s/Seine le 29 Octobre  1944 

A la date du 29 Octobre 1944, jo soussigne Piette garde 
ohampetre a Yville.sur.Seine assiete de Genet, Bernear Leolere, 
Gervais, avoid inhume un eoldat allie portant jeune vetu 
de ouir marron, motocyoloste ou aviateur, los mains licee 
derriere le vos, et serreee avec la martugale de son vetemente, 
sane chausseurs. 

Necaille en carton au ceu premiere letter effacie 

Gis H. 
C.E. 
190 - 1238. 

Novialle argent ferme allongee de Sainte Therese of-foint 
cee pieoees remises a Monsieur le Comte de Malatic maire 
dlYville a/Seine le 31 Octobre 1944. 

Inhume dans la cocur de Monsieur baroy pres du lao. 

(Sgd) A. PIETTE 
Garde Champetre. 

I 



ROUGH TRANSLATION 

On the date of 29 Oct. 44, I, the undersigned, Piette, 
game keeper at Yville-sur-Seine assisted by Genet, Bernard 
Leolere, Gervais, to bring a young Allied soldier dressed in 
maroon leather, either a motor-cyclist or an airman with 
his hands tied behind his back and bound with the belt of his 
clothes, without shoes. 

The medallion (identity disc) in the box was round his 
neck . the first letter defaced 

GIS H. 
.E. 
190 - 1238. 

The silver medallion of St. Therese. 

These were handed to Me. Le Comte de Malatie, Mayor of 
Yville s/Seine on 31 Oct. 44. 

Buried in the Courtyard of M. Barbey near to the like. 

(Sgd) A. PIETTE, 
Gamekeeper. 

  

Certified Statement by 47554 Capt. R.J. HOLLAND, M.O. 

Re 	1901238 Pot. Erlis 
and 11052369 Pot Bintley, T.N.E. 

"These men were last seen by me on Sunday, August 20th 
1944, when they set out to lay tyre busters on the road near 
Brionne. On the way they went to a farm which was oocupied 
by the Germans, with the idea of placing some incendaries in 
the German trucks. They ran into four Germans lying under a 
hedge, who gave themselves up . sixteen more Germane gave 
themselves up, and while they were dealing with these shOotin-; 
started and according to the maquis Bintley was hit in the head 
and died almost at once. While Erlis was taken prisoner, 
having presumably stayed behind to look after Bintley. I have 
only the word of the kaquis of these details but it seems 
certain because the maquie held a large memorial service for 
Bintley on Sunday, August 27th. 

Bintley's remains are in the care of the Cure of St. 
Eloi-de-eourques, near Brionne, (Euro, France)". 

(Sgd) R.J. HOLLAND, Capt 
30th September, 1944. 
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PARTICULARS OF ALLEGED CRIME 

Little is at present known of the circumstances 
in which Spr. Erlis met his death although there is a 
strong inference that it was by violence. 

In the course of the Normandy Campaign, Erlis in 
company with a soldier of the U.S.A. Forces, proceeded on 
20th August 1944 to a place near brionne for the purpose 
of laying "tyre-busters". On their way they captured four 
German soldiers and soon after sixteen more Germans surrendered 
to them. At this point shooting started and the U.S. 3oldier 
was killed. Erlis was him3elf taken prisoner. 

On 29th October 1944, M. Piette, a Gamekeeper at Yville. 
Sur-Seine, assisted in the burial of an "Allied Soldier" 
whose body had been found. With the body was an identity 
disc which although partially defaced born particulars which 
i dentify the body as that of Spr.Erlis, 1.:.Piette noted 
that the body was without shoes and that the hands had been 
tied together. 

Spr. Erlis was officially recorded by the british Army 
Authorities as '‘Killed in action on or shortly after 19th 
August 1944". In view of the information supplied by ',:m3 
French Maquis, it would appear that Erlis was killed after 
being made a prisoner of war. 
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• PARTICULARS OF EVID[N11.: IN St- PPORT 

There is as yet no direct evidence as to the manner 

of Erlis' death. Capt. Holland received information from 

the Maquis which will doubtless lead to the identification 

of those of its members who can speak as to the circumstances 

of Erlis' capture. The statement of the Gamekeeper, k.Piette, 

indicates that Erlis met his death by violence. Statements by 

Capt. Holland and M. Piette attached. 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 
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(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (L) the probable defence ;. 
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

Until the identity of this accused is established, 
it is not possible to say whether Spr. Erlis was killed 
on the personal initiative of German soldiers or in 
obedience to orders. It is hoped that many circumstantial 
particulars will be obtained from the local Maquis, and 
14. Piette may be able to amplify his statement. The German 
Order of Battle supplemented by information to be obtained 
from the Maquis will probably yield particulars of the 
German unit and in turn of the individuals having custody 
of Erlis when ho was made prisoner. 

The case is not yet reasonably complete but it is 
considered that prima facie evidence of a crime exists. 
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UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 
UNITED KINGDOM GERMAF &CHARGES AGAINST 

CHARGE N. UK  - U/B 191 
\\'AR CRIMINALS 

       

       

Name of accused, it i 
rank and unit, 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

PICKARD, Hauptmann, aged 50 years, approximately, 

W, 
- 

Date and place i Ii 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

July 1944 and rebrua‘ry 1945 at Stalas  Luft IV,  .. 
nead KAIFHEIDE,  Germany.  

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

170.xxix. Ill.treatment of prisoners of war, 

Breach of the Laws and Usages of War, 

Assault and unlawful wounding. 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

The accused was the commander of the guard at Stalag Luft IV 
and was also responsible for transport arrangements for 
prisoners of war reaching the camp. He ordered a party of sonic 
R10 prisoners of war to run from KAIFTEIDE station to jtalag 
Luft IV, a distance of four kilonetres, inciting the guards to 
prod Flying-Officer Donald Hector MacKenzie, Royal Air Force, 
580504 Warrant Officer George Anthony Wright, Royal Air Force, 
and many other British prisoners of war Y ith their bayonets 
and club them with rifles. 

TUANSM 1111 1) 1:1" 

• Ins!rt sofial number under which the case is registered in the files of the National Office of the accusing State. 
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S3 
Ath .,u,teAber 

U. - (i/ii L52 
U. . 	aef: 7.,7/d/G/156 

-,nd- 
u4 - 	J.J1 

fief: ,,.:CAS/t KA1193 

I regret Lo record an unfortunate overladping 
.A.• wort: between tibia ;..epart,en, a;.(. the 
Dcpurt,aent which has reuuli.ed in the Ut.Ale facts being 
Ando the uubject of two uuparate charges filed with 
the Co ..Aivaion .(1 regiut,,rJd under Lae reference 
nuAberaquoted above. 

uuparato 
under aef: 
i,ar Office 
the accuuud 
earlier 
707/UK/G/156) 

The infor.,,ation filed 	the two 
LatoAentu of the Gabe lb being cootbined 

1253/UK/U/1j3, au later ihfor..iation froze 
uourceu hau led to the 	 ,f 
by na.ae, waich wau not tilt3 eaue waen the 
Charge ( U4 - 	152; Co.liaiuuiont u„of: 
v.au filed. 

ill jou pleaue ,aake the neceuuary no :.e on the 
above .', Ilargeo. 

Iii cane it uhould be for your convenience in 
dealing with the two file:” I ehclouu carbon eopy of 
this letter. 

PI IHK/DEC 

The ..iecretary General, 
U.V..C.C. 
Church douse, 
Gt. 

I 1.1.4 
Your obedient Uervant, 
X . 

O. i/c 'oar Crimea Branch 
Treauury oolicitor's Depart.aent. 
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On 18th July 1944 a party of some 800 allied prisoners 

of war in transit from Stalag Luft VI to Stalag Luft IV arrived 

at KAIFIIEIDE station at about midday locked up in very crowded 

conditions in railway trucks. The prisoners were kept in the 

trucks until the following day when after having their kit 

returned to them about 50% of the party were handcuffed together 

in pairs. The prisoners were then made to stand in a very hot 

sun for an hour wearing and/or carrying all their kit. They 

were then given the order by the accused to double to the camp 

which was at a distance of some four kilometres. The accused 

was raving and shouting and inciting the guards who were mainly 

young Marines to strike the prisoners with their rifles and 

bayonets, telling the guards that the prisoners were "Air 

gangsters and terror Fliegers". Lany of the prisoners were 

forced to jettison their kit in order to keep running and those 

who refused to do so were clubbed with rifles and the kit cut 

from their backs. The German guards looted the kit, including' 

the contents of Red Cross parcels. A very small percentage of 

the party retained their possession or any part of their kit 

when the camp was reached. When complaint was made about this 

to the camp commandant ho said that the prisoners of war had 

thrown their kit away and had only themselves to blame. One 

prisoner of war had over thirty wounds from bayonet stabs and 

botes from dogs which were also let loose on the prisoners 

during this forced run. Another prisoner was in hospital for 

six months as a result of a poisoned leg arising out of being 

bitten by one of these dogs. 
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Contained in the affidavits of Flying Officer Yackenzie 

and Warrant Officer Wright, originals of which are attached 

ti 	 to office copy of the Charge and copies of which are 

attached hereto. 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 

(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence;, 
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

A considerable number of repatriated prisoners of war 

have reported on this case and further affidavits will be 

taken from them in due course. A Wanted Report for the 

accused has been submitted toCROWCASS. 	There 

appears to be no defence to the charge. 
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15 4 1/(4,161: 

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 
UITITFD KINGDMI 

 

CHARGES AGAINST . 	G717C!Ar 

CASE No. UK—G/B  .237  

 

\\TAR  CRIMINALS 

     

• 

Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

fj r SCp 1945 

1 1. Obergefreiter whose name. le unknown, who was 

an N.C.O. German Guard Company at STALAG XVIIIA 
IVOLFSB7.■,.RG, Austria, in July 194 3 
Oberfeldwebel whose 	name is unknown, who was 	 
a Serjeant of the "Bunkah“ Guard, STALAG XVIIIA, 
IVOLFSBMIG, Austria., in July 1043. 

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translabd.) 4J . 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

18 July, 1943. Stalag XVIIIA, WOLFSBSRG 
Austria. 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions or 
national law. 

xxix — Ill—treatment of prisoners_of 	war 
Breach of  the laws and usages  of 	war. 	  

Shooting with intent  to cause  grievous bodily harm._ 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

On lAth July 1943 Pte. F.W. Dillon of the Australian Imperial 
Forces, after being involved in an argument with an 
Obergefreiter at Stalag XVIIIA, Ive.8 taken ir.to the guard room and 
a shot was fired at him by the second accuied which caused a 
flesh wound in his right deltoid muscle and a wound in his rirtht 
temple. 

TRANSMITTED BY 

• Insert serial number under which the case is registered in the tiles of the National Office of the accusing State. 

mob) Wt.P.252'4 5.000 5,4:, A.& E.W.Ltd. Op.6S5 
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PARTICULARS OF ALLEGED CRIME 
	

• 

On lath July 1141 Pte. 7.7. Dillon of the Australian 
Imperial ?orcee ':'an hen led a 'lixoy in the "Bunke hN yard at 
Stalag XVIIIA by another prisoner of war. The Gorman guard 
on duty told Pte. Dillon that it W113 forbidden for him to 
receive thia dixey at thie pnrt of the camp and ordered him 
to hand it bac'-. Dillon 'leclined to obey the or for and 
the guard then wont to fetch the Obergefreiter, who in the 
first accuiel. When the Obermfrnitor appenrel Pte. Dillon 
was drint7ing :.'roe the dixey lid and the Obergefreiter 
snatohed the dixey away from Dillon and throw it to the 
round. He then main an attenpt to snatch the dixey lid from 
which Dillon was drinking. Dillon'throw up his am to avoid 
being deprived of the dixey 111 end in 30 doing knocked the 
hat off the Obergefreitor. The Obergefreitor then sent for 
the-Serjeant of the guard. Ho appeared a few riinutes later 
and called for Pte. Dillon to come with him. Dillon obeyed 
this orler, walking abreast with the 3orjeant of the guard 
each being on different sides 'of the barbed wire. When 
they approached to a distance of about five yards from tho 
"Bunkah" door opening out of the barbed wire the Guard 
sorjeant drew his revolver and cursing and raving called 
Dillon ',pig 7nglander". The Obergefroiter, who was at the 
door by thin time, opened it. The serjeant of the guard 
walked in and waving his revolver at Dillon made the latter 
enter the guard room. They wore followed by the Obergefreitor 
A scuffle was hoard coning from inside the guard room 
followed by a shot and Pto. J. loom of the Royal Army 
- 7odical Oorpo then saw the uerjeant of the guard come to 
tho window of the guard room and blow down the chamber of 
hio plate'. 	Knight of the Royal Artillery, who was 
027-7 Serjoant.'!ajer of the British compound at this time 
entered the guard room having been sent for and saw Pto. 
Dillon lying in the passage of the ruard room with a wound 
in his head. Pte. Dillon wan later examined by !iajor 
Patrick Kinmont of the Royal Army .7olical Corps, who wan the 
senior medical officer at Stalag XVIIIA at thin time, and 
he found that there were powder markt, on Dillonin battle 
dress over hie right shoulder, that there was a shallow 
through and through flesh wound in Dillonts right deltoid 
musole and a wound in his right temple. An X..ray photograph 
taken later thowed a bullet lying internally to Dillonla 
right mandible near the angle. 
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PARTICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT 

Partioul-rs of t!-In ovilonco in nup:oort is contoine0 in thq 
affiqa,litn of 

(a) trirT corc-Lius 7:107;-. Thin qffivtt describon tho incintn 
leadin7 up to Dillon boinc: tr.ton into the gusrd room; the nouni 
6f tho scufflo in tht gu!Ird room Nil thn 	th'.t the sorloart 
of tho guard wan soon nhortly aftor the shot to he blovirr loan 
tho chanbor of hie ristol. 

(b) 14157)15 	CrORG7 ALWIRT KNIGHT, 11.^. This affilavit 
containn ovilonco rolatin7 to tho discovory of Pte. Dillon 
lying in the pannago of tho guard room rith R wound in his hoe. 

(0) najor PATI:ICK DAVID CLIPPORI 	 Thin 
affidavit contains oviJonco of tho conlittor of Dillon rYftar the 
shooting, a (inscription of thn probable direction of tho bullet 
anq the results of an 	oxanination malo lator of '1:7to.pillor. 

• 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 	 • 
(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 

responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed °tithe offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence; 
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

There iq v. certain a:lount of :lincrops.ncy between the 
evilence of •Ir. ::eere and 	Kni-P;ht Gime 7roore indicates 
that the person reoporisible for tho oho- ting was the 

onrjeant at Stala; XVITIA" ,whoreao 
Knic,,ht, who 17£10 in e bottlr porfttl.on to know the German 
personalitieo at the Ovtp, 3tntee that the person responoible 
wao the oerjeant of the. guard and not the disoiplinaire 
oerjeant who was a Gerian called Binler. 

The probable defence will be that Dillon -.7",3 ryttenp 
to attack the uerjeant of the guard who drew hia revolver 
and fired in self defence. As the sorjeant of the guard w^.3 
accompanied at the tine by the Obergefroiter•  tI1i3 Woul I no t 
appear to be a defence of rrhoh oubotanco. 
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1. Kurt KIMP7RVATER, Our Leader of Reichsbahnleger- 
heim. 

^. Karl reinrich DRPFKG711B, Koorer of the Lirber Room 

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translatt.i.) at the same carr. 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

October 1043 	yi_ n ? 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

I11.treatment of rrisoners of 

• 

Article 	of the Geneva Convention 

Assault. 

.... ••• • • 

(1.0; the Use of the Secret Lit ;  

(.‘ 
Registered Ntifill)cr. 

',;45 6/ u k 6[24.2 

Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 
UNITLL 	 CHARGES AGAINST 	

G _   WAR CRIMINAL',  

CASE No. 	 UK.G/B  P4n.  * 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

Those accused were in charne of e. can for slave workers. 
British nirren landed in the viirity of the crlorr and they 

were beaten by the two accused in violation of the la 73 and 
usages of war. 

TRANSMITTED BY 

• Insert serial number under which the case Is registered in the files of the National Office of the accusing slate. 

(20555) Wt.P 252 4 5.000 5!43 A.& E.W.Ltd. Gp.695 



6/3 

••• 

• 

• 

• ; 

• io 

.. • • -• 	 11 A l.() iny, 

• : 
‘:' .H 3  

• 

':'• 	 *, 	: 
1', 	 • 	: 	 ' r . 

. 	• 

• t• 	171 	"XI 

909 	(.147; 



Page 

PARTICULARS OF - ALLEGED CRIME 

See Short Statelluent Of. Facts. 

4 



[TAN' ()12 1.:VIDEN( I:: IN St PP( )1:1-  

Statements of Edward Dubi:7 er -I Leon Czerwonowski"whieh 

relate (inter al in) to the ill—treatment referred to above. 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 

(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence ; 
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

There can be no defence to this charge. 
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U \ANN 	fl gthevy„erv...„ 	;2,4  

oty. Lotse", 	vme . SR 0)c 

Date Submitted 	Decision of Ccmmittee I 

I 194 

2 4 OCT Fpe ,  
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Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

An un1:no7m Grin en.-3 " --'-e 	r 	on duty 
at Laser  rrA, 0.1371VOTT-'-'11AL,.me 	 Y-  :.in...the 	 
Sudetqnlln on tilc  ni-ht  

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

-NTHAL, - nefIr . Intr. in.the ... Midetenland. 	 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

U0•  

Br.-).111 of th Itg,777 .nd Un-lf-es 

c.fronc-) o Ifurder. 

tlh• Use of the Secretariat) 

Registered Number. 

,Co/ck/cpiao 
1) (), ..1 receipt in Secretariat. 

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 
7:_• •  •   .CHARGES AGAINST 	 \VAR CRIMINALS 

CASE No. 17,(V11. 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

At 1^.1-  . 	on the fllat July 	Private . 
7sse7.:' 	 rms 	trio 	L .10 norn,I.F3 	i.fter 

axlj lielrc 4Aln rc)sult of his rrounle. 

TRANSMITTED BY 

• Insert se II. tin tuber under which the case is registered in the tiles of the National Unice of the accusing State. 

.:!ittt55 	v.t 	4 ..,.•/9') 5/43 A.& E.W.Ltd. Gp.585 



F:73K/YBD 
Letters should be addressed to- - 

TuE TROAstrla 
and As following reference quoted on 
tits cover a IdiOelVetsl I  ( a) 

Telethons ..., Wm ien.tt.t I FM" 
ExtvAstox, 00 

ISleg• aphis elddisss • 
" PHOCIOREX, 

	

Code used A BA: 	El's., Stetter 	 1945 

	

Sir 	 ‘j(if  1,945 An 

UFICC :cef 	1L6 	d/246 
pro Fumbe r – UK–G/13 249 

One copy of an ,iffidavit sworn by 
Gunner .Alliam 	is attached 
for inclusion with the above Charge. 

The Charge, having been classified 
under 'C', seven additional copies 
are also forwarded for use of 
Committee 1. 

I am Sir 
your obqdient !iervant 

4 	 . t ,-161 
Officer i/c ,ar

— 
 Crimes French 

?re:-sury Solicitor's Department 

The Secretary General 
rnited Fations •.'ar Crimes Commission 

Ciaurch House 
estminster SVI 1 

STOREY'S GATE, 

ST. JAMES'S PARK, 

LONDON, S.W.1. 



s)/.1AGArsi32/i 22. 

IN TM', IIATT3R 07 T1041, MUM or PHIVATT, L. •FRAUOIg 
AT LNCV:1 22& ATTAIMD TO MAW, IV O. 

VationA Office narGe Vo: 
	ei/a r 447 

T.Initea !Cations lira* Crimes 0o:Aineion 	 /540-A-11(irii-2  
• 11.. 00 • • MOP • -• 	11..4 1■••■• • M• ••• 	 • •• 	 ••■.." •I , a • 	ONO .0 ON- 

I, 938357 (Z-a-:,ner V71.11i,.12a 	Royal Avtilleiy, with pe.rmanunt 
hono aii.their, et 29 	 Rood, 't7alnoll Woods 	Staffs, who oath 
and. oPy 	followz:- 

1, T vas captwed near lv-ix.ze. Wxtrvil in 1942 and viz in a nuMber of 
prisoner of war env:, in Italy hoforo being intornod at Lag or 	Cbr- 
georso3:thal near Brux in thc Eudetenloni. I wen in Lager 22.A. from lievosto;.• 
1M3 until I vas liberatedin Zig' 1945. 

2, 1 remwbor Corporal aordon Loa vorj 1N11.: he was the Zr'/V.sh Man 
of Oonfidonco :i the cam? vhdlo I was there. I hare road hip; efifit end 
too account he gives of the death of Private ?:.-anoio 	I avee rfith 
thns he 3A) 3. 

3. 	I u'az & 	Cr:tend 	?rivato Pvz,ois and thile wo wc:La In the 
can? ''ro rere both awar.,,r3 or the b:zid a i. a'fing to that w.o word 1tepi 

dein3 	oCtet job o 	not go out t':. oh the *ther to Ivo± eve' ^" 
da7; also titera vas not tho sera °heck kept on our movements sua 
$.;7..eitter froodom of activity. 7.ohztd efton 3.1.zoAsned the poonibility or 
enc,apirs and on nidtt VD deoidcd to have a try. It ruo on the 21st July 
•1 A.4. at about midnight ct an rr31.0:113 anti myself wont out into the cam:1:mnd 
=0. ntIrted .;:o try am:: vrielo ruder the vire th..:_ch surrounded the comp. 
At the 2,:atee we chose thora was so: = fIarly long &ass and ro hoped it miE!-tt 
zive no the :,eves any °over. Unfortunately one of the sentrino avq4ntly 
311ff tie all f:',..rod at ()nue. 	vas then afloat ton to riftoon 	ev:7)y et: 
far az T  can remember. The ahct atruok Frciaoie in tho hip. I ley ntill 
in the graez allet res e:oparontl unnoticed. 	then hip tre; the sontrj runni:-G 

touarde un. It v.= fairly dark at the time it 	enotgh for him to 
zee ,6hat 	reins oil at b diatracc of a Pont feet. then he got to till, 
deepito the ...act that FCATAS VO3 	motiolilot.a on the ground and Ghout;.ns 
4Itatetn, Poritetn" =1 making 13.0 effort to strufg9.2 .1.w..n.y, the sentry 
dolibccately shot Fru.r.cio tvico 	Wled him whom ho Ice. 7n my upinior. 
it IMO 6.7.emr murder. Utile this )4(:'.5 in on I simply lay still on '.ho 
sfound. 	3CT-0 otY3r t7.erman,_1 vpomrod :-lion I ktooa up and was ..a on 
to t140 env f..Aol, 

As ;7. _erupt of this ths-i.v wao 	aouz't cr inquily hell by tile 
Gerzlans and r,.II that he.pl)oned •wo.1 that I ere :intemlowed by the Comp 

(..;ora•'9 ,rdant. 	I ouzce.z.loLt 	oer.rinoin;; hi th.4t, Aro 	 con.ng back 
z,..a.Z.r 	:7i3.; Zona$: er,r1 	w24-3 	iftle neat day. 

54 	ccanat roe. Z-.7:01:- 	wzrE: 	tko, zont-y r:10 IthOt 3?-,:a:Aaa 	wonli 
(^:X1; o. him af, To,1- 	. e.3ca 	o;.,.t 25; hel(!ht, c.'bout, 5ft 	hoaviiir bullt 
anti, thl.f..ilf. r.7,e; one eyo (). think -:_t 3:111 the ri(zht an.-J) !Ate completoly eloae..1 
P.s; re-hult cf 	 fai.• hair; cle.:41 Sl2F yt a proper 	 kype; 
paid 	 fri,--33.:try 	 bandy-leg zed and 	re her 

eltalblins t-alk; lie 7oolen,Icet t.-, op.) 0■! th0 Lard3C111.1tS tatts.U.ens si;I:achei Lo 
i'-ho caw, tv1.1 qere a vey--green uliforret 

MORN by the slow-m- 34 Wilkkuh R:'.'-.. ell at 
6 Sp.,:ing Or,r6,1nr, in tG1 	v7eic4;ipinstw 
this eighteorth da5 0: SL:!?to.11,1=Ir. 191,:5 
r.ofore 	 an:r 

(0 --A 	w 	all ■•—• Aar 	. 



1QaM1(25/22/122. 
Ti!IN 14 !!ATTIR OF THE WHIM OF PRIVATR, 

L. ?RAMIS AT L4GM XXI_ ATTACHED TO 
STPJA IV U. 

Evitish National Office Charge 140: 

United Nations War 01-imo3 Cot ission Lef:Irence: 
ts' 	 *- • •• 	• v. a. • • • • • 	 • • •i• a* 41.0••• *1.1• 

X, 583 :MO Corporal Gordon TIM, Royal Arny Ordnanoc Corps at prosent 
ca repotiation leave with pen-ani;nt hone c.C.dres Old Catton Vicarage, 

mro oah anl say ca follows :- 

1. Y. vas captured tt Teir-uk in i942 ane, vas in a number of prisoner of 
war Ciry; in Africa and Italy before being .11terned ez Lager XXA, Obergeerg-
thal, nom- Hnu in the SudetenlarA. I etas: Lager XXA from May 1944 until 
the end of tho war against Gormany. I was Dritish ran of Cen.7ideneo from 
hugust 1N1 until the owl of my inprisonment, 

2. I :remember the death of Private L. Francis. At that time I was a 
member of the Administrative Staff at tho corp. After Francis' death I took 
a statement frca a priooner of is nand W. Randall! I am unable to remember 
vhothor ho was a driver or a gunner.  I have hcard that Randall was involved 
in a mntor accdout after the liberation of the camp and I do not know whether 
h..1 vas fat; ].y injured or not. Randall gave mc the following account of the 
sIxoting 

 
of Private Franoin:- 

"At 1215 a.m, on 2I at July ir.)V,;.he and r-zenois were outside the wire 
ef the camp orawlinz, through the long grass vben thqy were challenged by 
a seAtry, The sontry fired and allot Francis in the hip. Randall lay 
still and was apparently unnoticed by the sentry. The sentry approached 
to vith 	Ave in about ve yeas and eranoiv shouted 'Poston, poster''. The 
szntry th.ereu7)on fired tnic aL;ain 5i0 one e.,7 these shots went into 
Franoiss chest ona proved fatal. Randall lay still on the ground until 
othor Ceraus copes-rod then he gave himself up." 

To ny krovlcA:Io no Court of Enquiry mar, hold by the Germans since 
Randall 17(?.. roll called as a witness by them. 	1 cr_va:iot remember the name of 
the sentry but I know who hc was and this i* his description:- 30 years of 
et, ;o; about 	6inz to 5ft 7i)13 in hciiits o're'!: 	 in weight; stout 
build; hc had bright blue eyes, the left one having been nearly obliterated 
by a MY - mund and only the blue corner of the pupil of the eye abonrcd; ho 
had very fair hair and. had a face like a pig with a ruddy complexion and 
thio% jowls. Ho also had a bit of a tnInel-u: M030 like a snout. Ho 
belonl;od to 379 141ndschutn Battaliou. 

MORN by the above-named Gerdon Loa at 
6 S-Iring Gar6one in tho City of Westminuter ) 
this twenty first day of August 1945 
	

(3gd) G. MA. 

Beforo mo 

(Soi) R. G. DOW 
Lieut -colonel. 

Rilitary Department, 
Office of The Judge Advocate General, London. 

I 
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1.11 	Py..e.erp. 
CC.{ 	411:0111 	s'3.2,..11.;`11.,"3...- 	 DY 	(J3i:.dli*7 
clIti.u) 	1,1CpSii 	 15144. 

N.1:tional 

	

ati 	:> 	n I.Cor 	a 0 0;:,:r:i.S 	:fir! ft37.r.r.,:,.: 

F 	.A v T. 
• •••••••••••••• mows.... 	a•-•••••••.• «Num • •• 

1, WOapt.An Juin 57)7:ALL) lUdLiAi (136190) R.A.i .O. at presont 

at:A:13mA of 	 Gholtonbaral  y,rith psratlyt haiya sAdroun at 

Ore:lard , ODA, 70 Lone, Oool.tilasu 	 tho County of Borks, heroby 

znt.ito oath ana may au to/lova:- 

1. On 'I 	 T. 112.2 copturod by tho Gr.t:3ano in Oro o. 

2. In Juiy 1944 I ruu Lecliuz1. o:Tioae jifizor XXIlu at Oborgoorgent 

3Intr Bilix 	tho 	 :( rat) raspoloible 	the v.F1d.oa1 otct'o 

prfus OI.10113 or uur in Lager X'ai.a. 

3. About itl.dniaht cc 20 July i 	riac oullnd out of bod to attoni 

i'll.vatt: L. ta4 r4Iti, 2/5 .:-■fil;01; 	 t0 to 1;113 zsdical. 

l'Oafa and thaw a aTI Yrivsto 	 lying on u at 1‘31:01e:C. 	i ox riinod 
hi anti fcur...1 h, ylaa 	 Eo hed 	 1.-.,u2tiat wound An taco loft 

	

buLlot, clhich had ob7icuol:, bozn. 	 :0; a raivo 07)  .3/14- yards, had 

;3nt.aro3 the hip frosi bohAnd 	hod pl-;notrutoc.71 right thyottEh ttm hip ITith 

the reau:.st that tha head of tht) 	formir 	s;:roted, 	Thero Tins a aeoc:A 
bv7.1.1ot rttmul. Ail 	 ;‘.0 	C.)1: CIX:1:> 	 Win t 	t 

	

hack entored 1313 bv-eq f1 :,1 tho bcr::: 	rr...Int. 	 cot:v.1.71 wound 

oottrad 

/I, 	7. mv.k.lo onctuirica au to 	Privato 	:1t =A3 hol. mats to ;:cioei.vo 

thago injuries ana 	 hud 	t‘aa 03111) with 	per- 

:Pam:ACM C.nriiiw 5.11 tho 	 ; 1):At 	t 2390 hr.par a ha rlturof;:l and 

was wanting along .do tho horbca 	 tas camp to a pl000 

whom ho ooOd cntor mho cam? th:7:02sti thc tarbed rt'o; that he wau aa!:ri 

by fl C.713 mon uontry vbo tit'. d mho 1•4nch:f.13 at Ur. read otivaLA the 4;aa1e.47: 

	

mva de:lot-AA. 	TI1VVa t4:3 Et MI. r 4.26i,;(7. 	rmds: ilt tt'a 	nit far i.; 1: 

ham, the; erf.vat,:: 	 ntl..!inpt:Id to rum aciay whin the 3u9z.-11 tia/c hAri. 
i bfAiovi.! that Lydon?. had boon luvuod to tho ats:&:.e r,,,rei published to t o 

	

ptinor..5%-1i 	&fl3' pictaont r MOD. O'Llt LL113 t 

5. 	I do nIt knit tits ne,y0 c 'OK ic..zork1 	tiya3:1 trio  viot nor can 1 
doverAto 	 Tim °U' ' m.o. of c ,n11- AC::11a.-;i & iI oziap 741.,s L/Opl. 

Yr,r.derielt: flitkle„ Gmen Evoc;:dsr., 	ZIa rjly bo cibiQ t 	t 	a  1.3 
drIE411:01:1.3:1 a1 t 	f!,I.Itua comernv, 

, 	:1/4"oratiraph11 1, 2, 3 	5 Of I f0.3 r& 	fidavit or° .1 

	

,VU Z; 	 4 

s ii trun 	 b3:39; of Iv !-:7-tridAtv.'i:,1:1 	 a::.d boil L. 

i 	 ohn 

;),z.,„110,3.,n 

 

it 111.1.:3(0, 

51-,!1 

t'oforo 

(:iian:31) 	U, CriaJoue aDrt. 

^N. 

j -1t:. 1,dv/CCat 0 Gil 	1 	611.f i 	. 



Page 2 

PARTICULARS OF ALLEGED CRIME 

On the niht or th nOthr7lstJu1 194 Rrivate L. 
2/5 2050:: aci1.10nts  flC,,Gunnor 7. RA:WALL, Royal Artillory, 

o2 tc-1) at Laor flflA, ondeavourinr to niako 

their 	;:acl: into thc 	71thout bTi i.r. obsorved by -
the Gorman 

sentry. 	Tne sm'!try, however, d1. observe those trio British 
prisoners or 7:1' 	 thorn. 	Tho sentry then fired, 
hittin privato 2..J:CIS in the hip. Gunner .RAMALL lay still 
and was -.Tparently 	noticed by the s2rtry. The st7-ntry 
appro'lched to 7:ithin bout 7 yards of Private FRAECIS who 
called out "Posten Posten". In spite of this clear call for 
assistance on the part of Priv!Ite raAcis the sentry fired 

more, one of these 	ot 	 r.77.:rnIts 
chest and cl.usin instantaneous death. 
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PARTICVLARS ()I: EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT 

Is contain,74 in thr,  affidavits o7 

(1) 7CF7fTO Cornoral C-07/D011 L-A, Royal Army Ordnance corps. This 
Affidavi 	ontins the 	11,stinsno of a renort male to the 
denonnnt by Gunner "Y. 7'77)1, after the lc,nth of Private 

It ,170 nont-in- 	. Ter7'irtion of th-. s-ntry "ho 
fired the sotn.' • 

(2) Captain J.". 	 iide7cribef7 the -ourr nrrzta:l.ned 
by Priv-t- 77'7-7 '1r-7 1*.- 	o' 	 marle 
Captain rrA•= 	th- 	07 1.1.7- !1.^-th. 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 
	 • 

(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence ; 
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

It -.1..TY1)C,' 'LOS 0101.1" 	Pr 	 Gunner 1111MAT,I, 
silould not, have bn 	 "1:  crimp in th rn-1-).11 
hours 	 o:" 	f..7st 	]-?4 	n th-t the s'rt-ry 
:ay po::cibly claim justi.!1^.-.ti.on 7or 
vindc,.h 7oundc-3d pciv-te Y. . 	. 	 1-10'7',". 	jut 
cation 202 !-,?:? fir 	 HIDt.n, one of 
whloii proved inst -Lr.taneounl:.,  
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I. 	No 	 ReAj 

UNKNowN Dbercec-"reittk" . 

Date Submitted 	Decision of Commitzee I 

2 MAY IMF 
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(For the Use of the Secretariat) 

Registered Number. Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

ANT 1546 

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 

j)(1. 	1 I A RGES AGAINST 	....... 	WAR CI:IMIN.ALS 

CASE No. 	 ITE:  - G/13 509 * 

  

t) 
Cber.:,efreiter in  char:e of a 
1 to 7/e1.':211317::ID Camp (Stalag  18  m). 

 

   

    

             

             

           

• •••• ..... 	• ■ 

           

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

(i; July 	194.1 

	TRZ.:22aFal) 

Au,,ust 1941 

O.- 

•••• ...... • 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

.I... 	rder 
(ii, 	XZIX .rn-treat:, ent 	of ._prisoners of war 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

(i) Lurtier 

(ii 1.3.3.-treatucnt 
• • I ........ 

71reaches of Inter-
national law 

Si'edehe .. . -of-the LaWS .. 	es of ".'ar, and in partieulp.r Article 
2 of th,_; 	.:onveutit 	‘,29, 	 Prisoners.. 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

(i) Co -poral SCOW, 312 Company 11ASC, beiiv obviously ill, was as:;aulted by an 
unknown OberLefreiter with the result teat he lied the followin:: day. 

Lanoe Airporal 	 and Oriverl:AqUIRE were crossly assa.ulted 	-Loth 
the loeldwebel and Ober,zefreiter 	1::ie in ),ucust 1941 at TRI1- :::::rt3FL:10. 

TRANSMITTED BY Office of 	 Dept) 

 

  

• Insert serial number under which the case Is registered in the tiles of the National Office of the accusing Slate. 
(241654) Wt.P.252 4 	5,000 6'45 A.& E. W.Lt4. GRASS 
(30449) Wt.(' 	17 6,000 10:45 
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IM 	mAT711 UP WEAN WAR CRIMES AND 
IN THE AATTER TM MATU AND ILL-
TRIAITUINT OP BRITTSH PRItiONS=l0O1 14IAR 
INTREMMERSFELD CAT, Ili JULY 1941 

D:ttinh nutional Office Charge Fumbor :- 

United Nations War Crimes Oolamiasion Referonce 
......... 

APPIDI.VET 

T o  No, 187395 Driver Henry George ERBE of the Royal Army Service, Corpa, with 
permanent hots address at 32, Poarcon Stroet, Shoreditch, London r.2., make oath 
and any au follows:- 

I. 	I was thi7don priuener at Xolamota, Grouse, on the 29th April, 1942 and I tLla 
taken to Tremmersfeld camp whuro T. remained Until August 1941. 

2. 	The conditions Aere ware extremely bt.d, there being little food, negligible 
medioal supplies and constant brutality b-r the guards. There we no cleeping 
acoomtodation and we had to steep on the floor without blankets. 	Onc.dny in July 
we were on parade in. the morning for the aelection of working partien. A Gorman 
Obergefrniter whose name T do not know woe making hie selection and came to 
Corporal Scott of 312 Company, RASC, and told him he held to work that dayt 
Corporal Soott, who vklEk obviously in great rain with some intornnl injury to his 
right rib, exp7.ainod that he was in no condition to work and that he felt Veryll. 
The Obargefroitor thereupon seized his hand and jerked his arm npwardc many tiers 
in e pnmping motion until Scott woo almost fainting. Those of no who hod'been 
detailed for work then 15ft tho parade end Y. cannot nay what happened to Corporal 
Soott, but T do know that on arrival bank at tho campahat night after work, no 
)earnt that Corporal Scott had gone to hospital. The next day tea heard that he 
visa dead and it is my firm opinion that h: t: ilnath was largelo: due to the ill- 
treatment received at the hai:do of trio Obare'reiter. 	Also if he had been taken 
to the medical aid post, to which we normally Aent, he would have rooeived the most 
inAdequate trettmont, as whenever we went there with any complaint the treatment vin 
always the same; namely two Anpros and then work. Trenspowt visa never provided 
for the toss to attend this medical aid peat which was about four miles away from 
the camp. 

3. Nwardt the ond,of July Ltiver Maguire, R&SC, and Lance Corporal Weird, RV., 
and a third corporal lisp..; the RTR,' made a plan to enoaTe. I was orizinally on 
this °amp*. *tlan myeelf, but hnd to drop out due to tgtoknese. HoWever, I did coo 
Maguire and Ward Mauve the camp by cutting the wiro when the sentries were not 
looking, and swimming a rivar. I then naturally presumed that they had got away 
suomanfully. 	Hcwrever, a Llew day* 'tutor when I wee in the camp, I heard the most 
tarriblu ncro3=5, 	Z wttnt to thi.a noise end fotmi that thero We 1 'eating up . 
going on in LI 1-Alt at tho top of a long flight of steps; I was not allowed in. 	A 
few momenta ltter *tirguire and Ward wore thrown out of. the hut and thrown down the 
at' Ira. • They land obviously received a ior7 nevare beating fron the German guards 
and were in great pain. In elite of thto the German Feldneho.  came up to these 
two men and as they wore lying on the ground ho beckoned to Maguiro to oomo towards 
him. As he approached, the Feldwobol, who was standing on the third or fourth 
stair loading up to the hut,•kicked Maguire in the fact and knocked him awn. . Thc 
Obergofroitsr thon camu along and started re.tint the two mon in the body and on 

hew] end bit them with to bayonet. . The two men were than put in a small riot 
and void.c,!i.tar in 	lhey .;941d not stand unrig:ht and which wan normally nnua 

bt,eing putitn.3_ 	Tt4tt,  roMoinod here Car tvio dl!/z. 	T witm53ad the 'thole . 

/or.. 
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of this incident from thu time they were Ithrown down t;ne 	 thqy woro 
thrown into the dungeon, but I could do nothing to help because the Germane train,:,1 
their guns on us. Ass result of this attempted escaye our food was cut and on 
cigarettes stopped. 

4. .1 knon that two other ftitish other ranks died 33 3 .vault of ill-trastmnt 
In the camp, but I cannot give details of their nemca 	of death. 

5. . On ouo occauion when we were being paid for our work I was IcIvan 00Q0 MOnJy 
and I thra-  it.book at the person who gave it to ma saving, "rou con use this fo:. 
toilet paper." I was then marched up to the Guard Room and .riven a being up 
by the aforesaid Feldwebel and Obergefreiter with sticks, behe, ond rubber 
truncheons for about five minutes. 

6. I do not know the names of the Feldwebel and tho uhergefreitel. Uut vi2.t 
try to describe them. 	The Peldwebel was about llateno, 	8ina. in heith'i;, 
aged about 44, had a bledk bushy moustaohe, medium build, fresh miplexien, 
and had .a slight limp. 	I think he had been in the lent nc:%. 	Pho Obc!..gefreiter 
wee about 5ft. Sins. , 40 year(' old, polo ccopl=ion, Aart huiz, 	hulld, 
with a vicous demeanour. 

SWORN by the said Henry George ERB1 ) 
at 6, Spring Gardens, in the City of) 
Westminater, this sixteenth day of ) 
January '946. (Sisned) H. U.  

WORE Ni 
Sidnad) U. Beaton, 

Oaytain, Legal Staff, 
Military Department, 

Judge Advocate General a Offioe. 
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IN THE MATTER OF (ARUM WAR CRIMES API) 
IN THH MATTER OF THE DEATH AND Me  
TREATMENT OF BRITISH PRISONERS OF WAR 
.......22MMESILINI &P. TN JULY 19) -; 

British National Office Charge Neimbor:- 

United Nations War Crime CconneLes/ecn Reference:- 

AF/PIDAV TT 

I, STANLEY JOHN WOODS, of New Read Corner, Nether Comptcn:  Sherborne, 
en the county of DORSET, make oath and say as felJews:- 

i„ 	I was taken prisoner by the Germane at "T BmAcir, near NAITHIAN, :ISLAM 
ele CORINTH, on 28 April 194; whilst serving an a Lance Corporal in the :erl 
Battalion. The Royal Tank Regiment and after boring detained in varicus Camps 
I was taken to TREMMERSFELD Camp 5n July 194i and where I xerainsientil the 
middle of August 1 941. 

2. 	TREMMERSFELD Camp was a working Kenmamdo attache;? 	Sealag XVITT Fi „ 
MARBURG, and was ccoupied by about 150 BritJ.3h 01.30ners of wax and under ao 
supervision of a German Feldwebel and 9 or 10 ether guardee 

Conditions in the Camp were oxtremely bad; ford was in short *tippler; 
nagligahle medical supplies and accoumodaeion consisted of lefte ahem etablee 
in which had been erected rough double tier beds.' No blankets were issued to 
prisoners nor was there amy replacement ar °lathing. Washing facilities 
consisted of a kind of horae trough about 6 feet in length with no running waerr 
supply, Water for this trough and for the cook homee had to be carried from 
the nearby river which ran from the camp eo the neighbouring tarn CXLI Wheeei 
was about 5 miles away.. 

4. The prisoners were engaged on Working paeties at 3 qearrien which ley 
between the oawp and CILI and work was of an arduous nature as the men were 
employed on wheeling atone from the quarry to the crueller and with breaking 
stoma into suitable pieces for the crusher, The quarries were owned by a 
Yugoslav oontractcr and the engineer in charge who was a Yugoslav spoke 
&tali& extremely we311. Towards the end of my stay in TREMMERSFELD Camp the 
civilians employed in these quarries were permitted by the Germans to strike 
the prisoners if they considered that the prisoners were not working hard cnouele 
There were incidents of beating up by the civilians but I was not witness to any 
of them. 

5. The Working Party paraded for work at 0700 hours ari returned to the camp 
at 1/30 hears.. The work was for 6 days a week and on Se days wo were marched le,  
the nearby river for the purpose of having a bath. No soap WU3 aupplied for 
washing except towards the end of my stay at TRLINERSTSID Oamp and only the 
luo)cy prisoners had tcwels which they had brought with them in their kit, When 
the Working Party fell in in the morning ',beefy winhing to go Dick would fall in 
on one aide, A German Obergefreitor who eras acting as medical orderly would 
then go through the pick prisoners and reeove from their numbers those whom 
he considered we're fit fur work and forced them to join the Forking Party, 
Those who wore allowed to go sick had to wa1k to CILI whore they-  weird even by 
a oivilian riootor who I believe was a Yegoalay. 	I have read the affidavit 
of Driver Hrte dated '6 January 1946 and remember the inoident referred to in 
peragraph 2 thereof, 	Y did net kwee Opl<. Sores. bet saw .-le enciaoni and 

atatamont of the incident, rroborare Dreyer Mr eee 

I 
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Toearda the end of July 1941 Dr:ver liAqUIRE, Royal Ariw serrice Carpe End 
Lance Corporal WAND and Corporal BLAND both o.,! the Royal Tank Regiment planted 
to escape frem the camp, I wan incited to join in this plan but as I did not 
agree with their proposed route of escape I oeTered to assist them by acting ae 
looknut and warning them where the German Sentry left his beat to go for his 
'ereaLfaat at about 0600 hours and when they cmildeut the wire and leave the Camp 
MAGUIRE, WARD AN) BLAND eaoaped as plaenedi  At about 1630 hours on the day 
fallowing the escape whilst we were waiting for our evening meal we all heard Iva'. 
criers, :scream and shouts from the Guard: but which was situated ep the hill tram 
the camp can a slope and which wee react e, by a flight of wooden etaira, 	::;aw the 
door of the but fly open au.i MAGUIRE and WARD being manhandles down this etaire by 
some German Guards. MAGUIRE was foreed to the ground by the guards who then preoeea-
ed to kick himt  (me of the gearde, who was the medical orderly ebergefreiter draw 
a baynnet and thought he wee g.•Ing tc stet MAGUIRF but he merely hit MAGUIRE with 
the bayonet and kicked him, The Feldwebel was standing by watching and afi cr a short 
space of time he too kicked MAGUIRE and a genera] melee followed, One or two of 
the German guards had drawn their rifles and were watching us in case we should inter-
venes 

1. 	MAGUIRE and WARD were then escorted to a mall damp brick room in the camp 
and which was used normally for the storage of vegetables. The roof was so ler 
that a man oculd not stand upright in it. They were net supplied with blanket 
er ether evvering and remained there until the following day. 

The following day MAGUIRE and WARP were brought to the Working Perty where 
they were made te change their becta with other prisoners whose hoots were .ix, a w.ree 
condition than their uwn. I saw thorn closely. MAGUIRE was in a weak nervous acne 
ditien and obviously in some pain though no injuries were apparent. WARD was 
5uffering from bruises cuts and abrasions on the back of the hood and T. !,J.i.oNft 
right hand was Injured. They were then taken to Stalag XVIII B at MARBURG. 

I saw MAGUIRE again at Stalag XVIII A at WOLVSTERG at the early part of 1945 
and he then told me that he had received medical attentien at Stalag XVIII B and . 
had then been taken to the German Medical Officer in charge who, had apologised for 
the incident and who interned him that the offenders would be punished. 

I do not know the names of the Gcrmans concerned in the inoidert but thr 
description of the Feidwebel is : 

Aged about 45 years, weight about 11 atones, 
height about 5'9ins, Dark brown or Blackhair, 
Fresh onnplexiona and of slim build. . He was 
a gnpd looking man of very smart Military appearance 
and carriage. I believe he was a regualar s'.ldier and 
at the time mentioned was wearing a bleak moustache of 
the Hitler tyre. 

The description of the Obergefreiter who was acting as Medical orderly is:- 
Age 30 to 35, weight about it stones, 
kee0".ht wort 	lit Irewe hair, 
Florid oemplezien„ 	clean shaven, belie 
eeagea and broad acrosa the hips, stocky. 
build, he was of a vicious demeanour 
and bestial matur*,, 
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11. 	The Senior British rank in the camp ws a Cmpany Serjoant-Majov in the 
Royal Engineers whose name was I believe ENGLISH. There was a .:',erjeant .BRYA72 
of the jrd Battalion, The Royal Tank Regiment who may be able tc eitie furthor 
information about the incidents to which I have referre& 

SWORN by the above-named STANLEY JOHN ' 
MODS at Salisbury in the County of 
Pilate on the 22nd day of February 1946 • ,a:;ined) S.J. 

Before me 

A. E. STROUD. 
A Commissioner for Oaths. 
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PARTICULARS OF 1.11:f 	) CRIME 
	

Att,  

(i) On a parade sometime in July when workin:.  parades-  were beinE selected,a German 
OberL:efreiter 14,ose nrie is not kikown, assaulted ;orporal SCC2-, 312 Corapany RASO 
and insisted upon his w,rkin;L that day when he- was clearly very 11-1. 	As a result 
of t' is iLi.-treat.cnt, he 'lied the next day. 

(ii; Sometil:e in August, 194.1, Lance Jprporal WARD and 	iA'.iI}E were re- 
captured after an unsuc.es,:ful atteapt Lc) escape, and taken to the un-d roam where 
they were severe.4 beaten .,Z  L;: sticks and as:mtlited :.it'., ::loks by the ;er an Feld- 
webel and Obercefrciter. 	?h,y were after warts rl^ccl in a Tani' cel.ar and :iver lo 
fool or c.q.Tortcf any 
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PARTICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT 

particulars of evidence are c ,ntained in the statellents of the follolinE 
witnesses:- 

(i) Lance Corporal WARD, Leonard Arthur 7:!trad 

ti 
	 (ii) Driver ZOE, .11r;,. George 

(iii) Lance Corj'oral '100-0S, Stanley ,'ohn. 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 
ti 

(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree of 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence ; 
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

Details of the alleged murder are lot very clear and there appears to be little 
hope of obtainiaL any further evi'ence in the matter. Details of the ill-treatment 
of '1:‘RD and bAWIRE are clear and there is sufficient evidence upo;i which to obtain 
a conviction, lut none of the witnesses can na.le the accused. 	Efforts are beinL 
made to find the names of the accused, and when this inforation has 1)een received, 
they will be listed as wanted. 
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(1) Field Marshall Wilhelm KEITEL, Chief of Staff 
(2) S.S. General bEtUER, Inspector General of Prisoners 

of War Camps, 
(3) The Commandant of Stalag VIII.A at Gorlitz rrom on 

or about February 3rd . February 10th 1945. 
(4) .. TwoOfficers of the Rank of Captain and one -of the 

rank of Lieutenant who were in charge of a party 
of about 4,000 British prisoners of war and 1,000 
Russian prisoners of war on the march from Stalag 
VIII.A aforesaid to Eisenach, where the party was 
divided. 

(5) The same Officers or other the  Officers or non•• 
commissioned officers in charge of the party which 
was destined for Frankfort, 

(6) The Off ioer or guard who fired the shot which killed 
Corporal Pett on March 4th near Eisenach or Erfurt. 

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

From 10th February to 9th larch .1945 on the road. 

from Gorlitz to Eisenach and thenoe 	Gerstungen.. 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

No.i. Lurder 

Nc,xxix, Ill.treatment of prisoners of war 

breach of the laws and usages of war and in particular 
Articles 2,10,11 and 54 of the Genova Convention relat-
ing to the Treatment of prisoners of war and Article 1 
of the Geneva Convention for the amelioration of the 
condition of sick and wounded. 
Assault and Murder. 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

(For the Use of 11!, Secretariat) 

1:egistert, i -Number. Date of receipt in Secretariat. 
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UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 

UNIThD 4INUD014 	_CHARGES AGA!N ■ T 	iiElc AN 

CASE 	UK.Gib 194 * 

WAR 1:1 Al INALS 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

Something in the neighbourhood of 4000 British prisoners of war 
and 1000 Russian prisoners of war were transferred from Stalag 344 at 
Lamsdorf to Stalag VIII A. at Gorlitz, arriving at Gorlitz February 
3rd 1946. _They spent a week under very bad conditions at Stalag VIIi.A. 

From February 10t11 to karch 6th they were marched to Eisenach 
where the party split up, The conditions of this march and of the 
further stages, at least as regards one party destined for Frankfort, 
were appalling. Food and water were insufficient throughout, 
accommodation was inadequate and, particularly in the later stages, 
the guards were brutal in the extreme beating, firing upon and setting 
dogs on the exhausted and starving D.en. Corporal Pott was shot dead, 

TRANSMITTED BY TREASURY SOLICITOR. 

• Insert serial number under which the case is registered in the tiles of the National Office of the accusing State. 

(lbws) 	252 a ;OW 5. I.:, 	L. W. L.:1 Gp.645 



Letter of 25 May 1946 from the 

J.A.G. 

(See letter in file 5.21a) 

"It is desired that the under-mentioned 
charges, which were adjourned at the meeting 
of Committee I on 9 May 1946, should be 
withdrawn 

3042/WG/533 
3043 - 534 
3044 - 535 

"The events which gave rise to these 
charges are still being investigated and if 
sufficient evidence is •btained fresh cases 
will be submitted." 

(Signed) R.C. HALSE 



	

KW 2/4 — 1 	 R.A. Beaumont Esq,, 
Reconstruction Dept, 

No. 167.0 

His Majesty's Minister at Berrie presents his 
compliments to His Majesty's Principal Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs and has the honour to transmit to him 
the undermentioned documents, 

British Legation, 

	

Berne, 	 12th April, 1946. 

Reference to previous correspondence: 

Berne deep. No. 1604 of 11.4.45 
No. 1629 of 12.4.45 

Description of Enclosure 

Name and Date 	 Sub ect 

From: Federal Political 
Department. 

11.4.45. 

Report on transfer of group 
of P.O.Ws from Stalag 344 
Lamsdorf to West Germany 
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B.52 IBr. (1) 8 B NL/Dd. 

14267 

Le Department Politique fedaral, Division 

des Interets etrcngers, a l'honneur de faire tenir 

sous ce pli a la Legation de S ::meets Beitannique 

copie du rapport opecial No.719, redige par un 

representant de la Legation de Suisse a Berlin au 

sujet des conditions dans lesquelles etest effectue 

le transfert d'un groups de prisonniers de guerre 

britanniques internee au Stalag 544 Lamsdorf very 

l'ouest de l'Allemagne. 

Berne, le 11 avril 1945 

( L.S. ) 
Annexe: un rapport (6) 

A la Legation de Sa Mz.jeste britancique 
Berne. 
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	 ooNeimbrin, 

NO 719 BRITIGH 

   

SPECIAL REPORT 

on marching conditions of a group of British P.O.We from 
their former camp, Stalag 344 Lamedorf, to their new destination 
in the West of Germany, 

When visiting on Larch 10th 1945 the two fieserve-Lazarets 
Ober•kassfeld and Leiningen in Wehrkreie IX, the undersigned 
Delegate of the Protecting Power found at Ober-lAaesfeld two, 
and at keiningen 113 Dritieh POWs. unable to continue under the 
prevailing conditions their march to new camps in the Teat oi 
Germany. All these men arrived only the night befoe the visit 
to the above mentioned Lazarets at thecae hospitals and were 
by majority in such a state that they could not be interviewed. 
The Leader of this group, PSL R,E. rlarfcrd, POW No- 15171, 
reported to the Delegate the following facts :- 

We left Stalag 344 Lamsdorf on January 23rd 1945 in various 
groups of 1000 to 4000 men in the direction of G8rlitz arriving 
there on February 3rd and 5th 1945. These initial stages were 
quite bearable, partly because the German rations which we 
received were supplemented by Red Cross food of which we received 
one parcel on departure and partly because we were well rested 
and in good condition when we left Lamsdorf. We had our guards 
from Lamsdorf with us which W. knew and which did help us in 
many ways. Our stay at Stalag VII A. G8rlitz was most unpleasant 
being accommodated in former Russian barracks which were infested 
1:2y vermin, living on German rations without Red Cr3ss assistance 
orom the day of arrival until the 10th of February 1945 when we 
left, we had no hot bath or shower and no opportunity to wash our 
clothing. On the 10th our group of 3000 to 4000 POWs. including 
1000 Russians left G8rlitz without being told as to where we go. 
we left the Russians, which were much weaker than we, soon behind, 
this time being guarded by Hilfeposten, Volkssturm-men and only 
few real soldiers, there were, however, two Captains and a lst 
Lieutenant with us_ The marching stages varied between 7 and 30 
km. per day, on one particular day we marched 38 km. and arrived 
only at 1 o'clock in the morning in a villag,  where we were most 
inadequately housed in a church. The usual ration per day was 
about 1/4 loaf of bread with 1/6 of a tin of meat or some cheese. 
In the morning we uometimee received some German coffee without 
milk or sugar and in the evening p0M6 thin soup which was 
sometimes better when stayed over night at barracks Water for 
drinking and washing was in general extremely short and there 
were days when we received nothing to drink at all. On va!ious 
occasions when civilians offered us water to drirk the guards 
prevented them to do so ana it seemed to us that the ofisicere 
which were accompanying us were particularly severe about it-
on February the 17th 1945 we were hurried across the hi-rer Elbe 
at Meissen and contiresed our mar ch for several days until 
Disenberg where we stayed two days. Aiter that we had to con-
tinue our march and food supplied became more aria more difficult 
Last Tuesday, Larch the 6th, the party was divided into 3 groups, 
we were then in the neighbourhood of Eisenach. the first group 
of 1100 men was then told that they wore due for Stalag IX A. 
Ziegenhein, the second group of about 1000 men for Stalag IX/ C/Z 
kUhlhaueen and the last one of about 500 men for Francfort on 
Main (probably Stalag IX h Dad Orb). The last four days on the 
march were for the erancfort group of which we were members a 
nightmare. The only food we received was one package of biscuits 
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a 
(rinrcke'eret) and kime cheese per day hat there was an interval 
of ee ncure without any food at all. iLany of my comrades fell 
town exe.austed but the eiermans made watchdogs go after tnese 
sick men sometimes without result and pushed and struck us with 
the butt of their rifles and with the bayonets. Most of es sere 
in a estate of exhaustion and starvation, many suffered from 
dysentery, bronchitis and other chest complications. Although 
several of us were marked by the German doctor as unfit to continue 
the march we were forced to go by our sentries. I, myself, saw 
comrades kneeling down and begging the Germans with folded hands 
to let them behind and rest but thee° pleas were ignores. 
On Larch 9eh 1945 1 felt unable to continue together with 
a large group of 113 men, we 7:ere passed by a eermen doctor and 
our British medical officer LcLeod who was with us since u8rliez 
wee), however, had very little to see' and were sent by train from 
Gerstungen to Leinineen where we ,:rrived at 1 *;'clock in the 
morning, on March the 10th l')45. The treatment which vie experienece 
for the weals of this journey wae the worst we had for the whele 
length of sur captivity. Small offences against the marching rule 
were tried by a field.court enich punished rer by having their 
hands tied up and bound to a tree or pule for several hours in *lie 
open. teen were threatened to be shot for stealing food, i.e. 
potatoes, sugar beets or carrots from the fielle. Cpl. Pett 
(Details as to No. and Christian name unknown) was shot dead of 
arch 4th 1945 near Eisenach or Erfurt whilst stealing potatoes. 

After the interview, the Delegate discussed the general 
state of health of those Len with the Senior British medical 
officer of the Res. Laz. Leiningen where most of these men are. 
This sn'itish medical officer states that ho fears that several 
of the men who are suffering from severe dysentery, cheat compli-
cations and other diseases might not survive this ordeal. There 
is hardly any strength in the men at all. Eleven of the whole 
group of 113 men at keiningen are seriously ill of which 3 
dangerously, ]9 poorly and the rest show bad signs of general 
starvation. Exactly 54 men of this group suffer from dysentery. 

A.A.K.AaLER 
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KW.2/4 	 h.A. :oeaumont. 

No. /872 

His Lajesty's i.inister at Berne presents his 
compliments to His lajesty's Principal Secretary of 
State for foreign Affairs and has the honour to transmit 
to him the under mentioned documents. 

British Legation, 
borne. 

25th April 1945. 

Reference to previous correspondence: 

Description of Enclosure 

Name and Dat. 	 Subject. 

From: Federal Political 
Department. 

23.4.45 

Transfer of POW's. from 

Stalag 344 LI Stalag VIIIA. 

to Stalag IX. A. 
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• is.52.Gbr. (1) 	RO/cw. 	COViIDENTIAL 

Le Departement Politique federal, Division des 

Interets strangers, a l'honneur de faire tenir sous 

ce pli a la Legation de Sa b.ajeste i3ritannique le 

rapport No.746, redige le 3 avril 1945 par un 

representant de la Legation de Suisse en Allemagne 

sur les conditions dans lesquelles s'est effectue 

le transfert des prisonniers de guerre du Stalag 

VIII A GOEkLITZ au Stalag IX A ZIEGEEHAIN. 

oerne, le 23 avril 1945. 

Annexe: un rapport (6) 

L la Legation de Sa Ln.joota oritannique 

iserne. 

• 



111 	 CONFIDE:.TIAL. 

No.748. BRITISH. 

   

SPECIAL REPORT ON LARCHING CONDITIONS FRU ,A:ALAG VIII.A 
GOERLITZ to STiLLAG IX.A ZIEGENHAIN. 

On the occasion of the delegate's visit to Stalag IX.A 
Ziegenhain W/0 A.M. Currie POW No. 24806, Serv. No. Aus.407822 
reported the following: 

A march group comprising approximately 3000 men, who, with 
the exception of 200 Russians, had just marched 280 kilometers 
from Stalag 344 Lamsdorf were marched out of Stalag VIII.A on 
eebruary 10th, 1945, after a brief respite there of 1 to 6 days 
on minimum rations. The group reached Lellingen on 1st Larch and 
on 2nd biarch were split into 3 parties, ono of approx. 560 to 
proceed to bad Orb, a second of approx. 1100 for Ziegenhain, 
and a third, comprising mostly sick, exhausted and bootworne 
for Stalag IX. C. 

The second party, which W/0 Currie accompanied, duly reached 
Stalag IX.A on 12th larch 1945 having covered 510 kilometers. 

Apparently 4 men died from disease, one man died from 
shooting and 2 men were wounded by rifle fire, in the course of 
this march. The name of the man who died as a result of shooting 
was Pte. Harold PEAT, POW No. 55400, Serv. No. 4612192, shot 
at Siebleben at approx. 18.00 hours on Larch 4th, and died at 
18.55 hours on the same day in spite of immediate attention by 
the Ledical Officer. 

During the course of this march rations were very inadequate, 
for example, for 4 days, 125 grams of knaeckebrot and a little 
cheese or fat daily. On one occasion iSSUO3 '.:ore 48 hours and on 
another 24 hours overdue. Soups wore provided at times but 
generally rations were far too meagre for men marching on the average 
20 kilometers daily, with only very occasional rest days, after 
having already marched from Lamsdorf under severe conditions. 

In spite of the fact that approx. 700 sick were from time to 
time eliminated and left behind in :leviers and Lazarets there can 
be no doubt that the deaths which occurred can be attributed either 
directly or indirectly to privation and from starvation and exhaustion. 

Treatment by guards was in many cases inconsiderate and 
brutal and there were innumerable occasions on which rifle butte 
were used on men known by guards to be sick and exhausted and 
marching either with a special sick column or riding on wilrgons 
provided for sick. Ledical personnel wore also aL times ma] treated. 

Shootings were unnecessary and in all cases could have been 
avoided, moreover the men who suffered wore in most cases blameless 
and their injuries were occasioned by guards firing into crowded 
billets. 

Billets consisted mostly of barns and occasionally military 
barracks and in the former case lights wore not generally provided 
even when the men arrived and had to be billeted after dark. 

After leaving Lellingen complaints about conduct of guards 
addressed to the officer in charge of the IX.A column were disregarded 
and the brutalities pawed off as U3ing necessary for eisciplimry purposes. 

On many occasions men were compelled to go for periods up to and 
in excess 48 hours without a hot or• cold drink being provided and 
pleas for drinking water were disregarded with the result that the men 
were driven to drinking stagnant water, thus amplifying the suffering 
from dysentery, exhaustion, starvation and vitamin deficiency. 

Berlin, April 3rd, 1945. 	
(Sgd) AI BEAT A. KAMER 
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PARTICULAI:S OF )II) (1:1 

According to a statement wade by ReE.Serct. Major R. 
Harford to Mr. A. Kadler of tne Protecting Power, between 1000 
and 4000 men left Stalag 344 on January 23rd and marched to 
Gorlitz which they reached on February 3rd and 6th, and were 
installed in Russian barracks, infested with vermin. The march 
from Lamsdorf to Gorlitz was not too hard, the men being rested 
and well fed and having with them their own guards, whom they 
knew and who helped them on the road. At Gorlitz, however, no 
water for washing either their persons or their clothes was made 
available, and rations began to get short. 

On February 10th they left Gorlitz this time under Hilfsposten 
(assistant guards) and Volkssturm. men, under the command of two 
captains and a lieutenant of the regular army. The distances 
marched on the next stage which may be said to have terminated at 
Eisenburg somewhere about February 20th varied from a minimum of 
7 to a maximum of 38 kilos per day. At Eisenburg a two days rest 
was allowed. Aocommodation at this stage was often inadequate, 
and uniformly so, the average ration being of a loaf of bread 
plus 1/8 of a tin of meat or some cheese per man, with some 
coffee or soup in the morning and evening. Water was often short, 
and when civilians offered it to the men the guards frequently 
stopped them. 

After Eisenburg the party proceeded to the neighbourhood 
of Eieenach, where on March 6th it split into three parts, that 
in which R.S.M. Harford found himself making ultimately for the 
area of Frankfurt-on-Main. This stage was the worst as food was 
limited to one packet of Knaokebrot (biscuits) per day with a 
little cheese. Men were falling down all along the road, while 
the guards tried to drive them on with their rifle.butts and 
bayonets, and by setting their dogs on them. Small offences 
against the marching rules were punished with the greatest severity 
men being tied up in the open for several hours. Men running into 
the fields to collect fruit or vegetables were fired upon and 
Corporal Pett was shot dead while stealing potatoes in this way. 

At aerstungen on March 9th Harford and 133 other men were 
passed as unfit and sent by train to keiningen, where Mr. Kadler 
sae: them. Mr. Kadler himself adds that practically all the men 
were utterly exnausted and many suffering from dysentery, chest 
complications and other diseases attributable to their hardships. 
Of these sick 3 were dangerously ill andnnother 8 seriously so. 



PARTICULARS OF ALLEfilTh (MIL 

According to a statement made by Reu_Sergt. Major R.I. 
Harford to Mr. A. Kadler of tne Protecting Power, between 1000 
and 4000 men left Stalag 344 on January 23rd and marched to 
Gorlitz which they reached on February 3rd and 5th, and were 
installed in Russian barracks, infested with vermin. The march 
from Lamsdorf to Gorlitz was not too hard, the men being rested 
and well fed and having with them their own guards, whom they 
knew and who helped them on the road. At Gorlitz, however, no 
water for washing either their persons or their clothes was made 
available, and rations began to get short. 

On February 10th they left Gorlitz this time under Hilfsposten 
(assistant guards) and Volkssturm. men, under the command of two 
captains and a lieutenant of the regular army, The distances 
marched on the next stage which may be said to have terminated at 
Eisenburg somewhere about February 20th varied from a minimum of 
7 to a maximum of 38 kilos per day. At Eieenburg a two days rest 
was allowed. Accommodation at this stage was often inadequate, 
and uniformly so, the average ration being of a loaf of bread 
plus 1/8 of a tin of meat or some cheese per man, with some 
coffee or soup in the morning and evening. Water was often short, 
and when civilians offered it to the men the guards frequently 
stopped them. 

After Eisenburg the party proceeded to the neighbourhood 
of Eisenach, where on March 6th it split into three parts, that 
in which R.S.M. Harford found himself making ultimately for the 
area of Frankfurt.on.Main. This stage was the worst as food was 
limited to one packet of Knackebrot (biscuits) per day with a 
little cheese. Men were falling down all along the road, while 
the guards tried to drive them on with their rifle-butts and 
bayonets, and by setting their doge on them. Small offences 
against the marching rules were punished with the greatest severity 
men being tied up in the open for several hours. Men running into 
the fields to collect fruit or vegetables were fired upon and 
Corporal Pett was shot dead while stealing potatoes in this way. 

At aerstungen on Larch 9th Harford and 133 other men were 
passed as unfit and sent by train to keiningen, where Mr. Kadler 
sac them. Mr. Kadler himself adds that practically all the men 
were utter]y extAusted and many suffering from dysentery, chest 
complications and other diseases attributable to their hardships. 
Of these sick 3 were dangerously ill andanother 8 seriously so. 
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1• 	PARTICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT 

• 
A copy of the heport by the Protecting Power is attached. 

At the moment R.S.L. R.E. Harford P/W No. 15171 and a 
British kedical Officer named Macleod are the only witnesses known 
by name, but it is to be suppocodt.hat many others will be avail-
able. 

The conclusion has been formed that despite differences 
the account of the march from Stalag 344, which forms the basis 
of the charge next following, refers to the march which is the 
basis of the present cnarge as far as the neighbourhood of 
Eisenach. 

If this inference is correct the statement of 
W/O. No. 407823 A.k. Ourrie A.I.F., P/W. No. 24u06 to a repre. 
sentative of the protecting power will be available in this 
case as to events up to the neighbourhood of Eisenach. This is 
the more important part of the case since it includes the murder 
of Corporal Pett 

It is unfortunate that there was no opportunity to 
contact this witness and obtain an affidavit from him prior to 
his return to Australia. 

It is to be noted that in the following case the shooting 
is said to have been of ac. 4612192 Pte. Harold Peat, P/W. 
No. 55400 on March 4th at Siebleben (4Seebergen between 
Erfurt and Eisenach) which is presumably a more detailed and 
more correct spelling of the name and of the statement of the 
rank of the man murdered, reported as Corporal Pett, in the 
neighbourhood of Eisenach on March 4th. A oopy of this statement 
is attached. 

Some corroboration may be derived from the records of 
Private Peat in the War Office. 
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NOTES ON' THE CASE 

(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree o* 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence ; 
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

The case in its earlier stages does not differ greatly 
from the others of this series but it shows possibly even more 
brutal oallousness than in some of the other cases towards march-
ing and exhausted men. 

As with preceding cases, and as will be seen in subsequent 
oases, responsibility must rest on the first two of those accused 
since with knowledge of conditions a policy was prescribed and 
carried out whioh in all the circumstances it is submitted cannot 
be defended. 

The conditions at Stalag VIII.A, at Gorlitz, were such as 
to justify putting the Commandant, who is the third accused, on 
trial for breach of fundamental articles of the Convention relat• 
ing to the Treatment of Prisoners of war. 

The remainder of those accused, individually and collectively 
must be held responsible without any possible excuse for the 
shocking conditions of the stages, in particular the final stages, 
of the march, beating and shooting exhausted and starving men, 
tying them up in the open and setting dogs on them, are atrocities 
in the most real sense of that word, and one is surprised that no 
more than one death has, so far as is known, resulted from their 
conduct. 

The offioers who are fourthly aocused may not have had 
responsibility beyond Eisenach so far as the irankfurt party was 
concerned, but the inference is fair that they were. In any case 
great oomplaint is made of them so it is submitted that they are 
rightly included in respect of the march between Gorlitz and 
Eisenach. 

If they wore not in charge from Eisenach others must be 
identifiable in time as tnose in charge and responsible for this 
last att3e. 
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Lettcr of 25 M:y 1946 from the 

J.A.G. 

(Sec letter in f le 3.211.1K) 

"It is desire.. that the unaer-mentioned 
ch rges, which were aujourned at the wectin8 
of CogaLlttee I on 9 ::ay 1946, sho(ild be 
withdrawn 

3(44/u ,/G/533 
3043 - 534 
3044 - 535 

"The events which gave rise to these 
ch.rge:3 ,Are stir beg investigatec and if 
sufficient eviuence is obtained fresh canes 
will be suhAtted." 

( ;.;igned 	R .0 . 11_,J-sE 



(1) Field Marshal Wilhelm  KEITEL, Ohief of Staff._ 
(2) S.S. General BERGER, Chief of Prisoners 	of War 

Affairs in Germany at material times. 	 
(3) The German Officer or Officers immediately  

responsible for the dispatch on the 10th February 

1945 of about 3,000 prisoners from Mellingen to 

Stalag IX.A. Ziegenhain and in charge of the march. 

(4) German guards on the said March. 

Name Of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

10th February . 12th March 1948. 

On the road from. Mellingen to .21.0genhain._ ..... 
(Note. Mellingen cannot  be  found on motoring map, 

but all the evidence points to its having been in 

the neighbourhood of Eisenach.) 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

Ro.xxix. Ill .treatment of prisoners of war. 

breach of Laws and usages of warfare and in 
Tarticular of Article 2 of the Geneva Convention 
1929 relating to the treatment of prisoners of war. 

Assault. 

Lanslauhter. 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in war 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

;' the 1. ". t.  of the Secretariat) 

Registered Number. 	 Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

• 
3r.:. 7  I 
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UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 

UNITED KINGDOM ....CHARGES AGAINST 	GERMAN 
	

WAR CRIMINALS 

CASE No. UK—G/13  195 * 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

A column of men 3,000 strong, already overtired in many 
oases by previous forced marches, was kept on the road for 
30 days with inadequate rations and accommodation, and 
subjected to brutal treatment by the guards. One man was shot 
dead and four others died from sickness, due to exposure and 
malnutrition: 

TRANSMITTED BY 
	

TREA3URI 60LICITOR. 

• Insert serial number under which the case is 1.,12,1stervki in the files "f the \ Ational Office of the :tccusing SiAte. 

N I 	5,000 5.45 A.& 	 Gp.683 
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KW .2/4 	 h.A. Bealunont. 

No. /872 

His lajesty's Einister at Berne presents his 
compliments to His Lajestyls Principal Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs and has the honour to transmit 
to him the under mentioned documents. 

British Legation, 
borne. 

25th April 1945. 

Reference to previous correspondence: 

Description of Enclosure 

Name and Dat::. 	 Sub ect. 

From: Federal Political 
	

Transfer of POW's. from 
Department. 	

Stalag 344 & Stalag VIIIA. 
23.4.45 

to Stalag IX.A. 
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b.52.Gbr. (1) 8 	RC/cw. 	CONFIDENTIAL 

Le Departement Politique federal, Division des 

Interets etrangers, a l'honneur de faire tenir sous 

ce pli a la Legation de Sa lajesto britannique )e 

rapport No.746, redige he 3 avril 1945 rar un 

representant de la legation de Suisse en Allemai:ne 

sur les conditions dans lesquelles s'est effectue 

he transfert des prisonniers le guerre du Stalag 

VII/ A GOEhLITZ au Stalag IX A ZIEGEEHAIN. 

ierne, le 23 avril 1945. 	
(L. S.) 

Annexe: un rapport (6) 

A. la Legation de Sa Lajeste britannique 

use 



CONFIDE7:TIAL.  

N0.746. BRITISH. 

   

SPECIAL REPORT ON LAROHING CONDITIONS i'}01,. 	VIII.A 
GOERLITZ to STAIAG IX.A ZIEGENHAIN. 

On the occasion •of the de-legato's visit to Stalag IX.A 
Ziegenhain WHO A.M. Currie POI', No. 2480 ,71  Serv. No. Aus.407822 
reported the following: 

A march group comprising approxirately 3000 men, who, with 
the exception of 200 Ruosiane, had just marched 280 kilometers 
from Stalag 344 Lamsdorf were marched out of Stalag VIII.A on 
teebruary 10th, 1945, after a brief respite there of 1 to 6 days 
on minimum rations. The group reached lellingen on 1st Larch and 
on 2nd march were Bp] it into 3 parties, one of approx. 560 to 
proceed to /sad Orb, a second of approx. 1100 for Ziegenhain, 
and a third, comprising mostly sick, exhausted and bootworne 
for Stalag IX. C. 

The second party, which W/O Currie accompanied, duly reached 
Stalag IX.A on 12th karch 1945 having covered 510 kilometers. 

Apparently 4 men died from disease, one an died from 
shooting and 2 men were wounded by rifle fire, in the course of 
this march. The name of the man who died as a result of shooting 
was Pte. Harold PEAT, POW No. 55400, Serv. No. 4612192, shot 
at Siebleben at approx. 18.00 hours on Larch 4th, and died at 
18.55 hours on the same day in spite of' immediate attention by 
the Ledical Officer. 

During the course of this march rations were very inadequate, 
for example, for 4 days, 125 grams of knaeckebrot and a little 
cheese or fat daily. On one occasion issues were 48 hours and on 
another 24 hours overdue. Soups were provided at times but 
generally rations were far too meagre for men marching on the average 
20 kilometers daily, with only very occasional rest days, after 
having already marched from Lamsdorf under severe c_onditione. 

In spite of the fact that approx. 700 sick were from time to 
time eliminated and left behind in Reviers -and Lazarets there can 
be no doubt that the deaths which occurred car. be  attributed either 
directly or indirectly to privation and fret: starvation and exhaui3tion. 

Treatment by guards was in many cases inconsiderate and 
brutal and there were innumerable occasions on which rifle butts 
were used on men known by guards to be sick and exhausted and 
marching either with a special sick column or riding on wezgons 
provided for sick. Ledical personnel were also at times maltreated. 

Shootings wore unnecessary and in al 1 cases could have been 
avoided, moreoiyer the men who suffered were in most cases blemelc:)ss 
and their injuries were occasioned by guards firing into crowded 
billets. 

billets consisted mostly of barns and occasionally military 
barracks and in the former case lights wore not generally provided 
even when the men arrived and had to be billeted after dark. 

After leaving Lellingen complaints about conduct of' guards 
addressed to the officer in charge of the IX.A column were disregarded 
and the brutalities pained off as Wing necessary for disciplirnry purposes. 

On many occasions men were compelled to go for periods up to and 
in excess 48 hours without a hot or cold drink being provided and 
pleas for drinking water were disregarded with the result that the men 
were driven to drinking stagnant water, thus amplifying the sttTering 
from dysentery, exhaustion, starvation and vitamin deficiency. 
Berlin, April 3rd, 1945. 	(Sga) ALBERT A. KAMER 
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PARTICULARS OF ALLEGED CRIME 

• 

This would appear to be a narrative of the experiences 
of a portion or the wolc body of prisohers of war from 
Stalag 344 to thc neighbourhood of Eisenach, the treatment 
of whom forms the subject of the preceding Charge. 

According to a statement made to Ir. A. Kadler of the 
Protecting Power by W/O. A.lii. Currie, the party consisting 
of about 3,000 men (the majority of whom had just completed 
a march of 200 kilos from Stalag 344, left Stalag VIII A. on 
February 10th, 1945, some of the men having had as short a 
period of rest as one day, and the whole having been for 
some time on minimum rations) split up, after reaching 
A.ellingen on the let Larch, into three parts, that to which 
W/O. Currie belonged making for Ziegenhain which it reached 
on.march 12th having averaged 20 kilos a day. 

During the march the rations were inadequate and their 
supply spasmodic, in some instances 24 and even 48 hours late. 
For four days the men lived on 125 grams of knaeckbrot 
(biscuits) a day plus a little cheese and fats. Soup was 
provided at irregular intervals. Water often not for 48 hours 
at a time. As many as 700 sick were left behind at various 
Lazaretts and 4 men whose names are not given died from sick. 
nose on the march. The guards behaved with great brutality, 
frequently beating men with their rifles, even when they knew 
them to be sick. On occasions also (though why it does not 
appear) they fired into crowded billets and thus wounded men, 
and in particular killed Private Harold Peat, who was shot 
at Siebleden on karch 4th. Complaints to the officer in 
charge of the column were disregarded. billets were often 
only reached after dark, no lights were provided (possibly 
as a precaution against aircraft) and chaotic conditions in 
consequence prevailed. 

It is probable that Private Peat is the same as Private 
Pett in the preceding case. 

The point will be cleared up by reference to the military 
rocoras of personne]. 
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l'.11:1- 1LUI,IRS OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT 

No witnesses other than W/O Currie himself are 

mentioned but it would seem clear that there must be many 

others. 

Copy of the report by the representative of the 

protecting Power is attached. 

y 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 

(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence : 

(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

This case and the preceding case will no doubt be 
taken together and possibly consolidated when more information 
is available. 

They seem to be the same case up to Eisenach and to 
include the murder of Private Peat. 

After Eisenach, where the original party split up, 
conditions were particularly bad. 

kaking all allowances for the difficulties confronting 
the German staff in evacuating many thousands of prisoners 
from the areas invaded by the Russians, no excuse can be made 
for the physical brutality of the guards, culminating in the 
shooting of Private Peat, or for the goading on of men till 
they died of exhaustion and sickness. The German officer in 
oharge of the column (that is the accused) must have realised 
what was going on, indeed he received the complaints of W/0. 
Currie, and however innocent he may personally have been for 
the lack of food and drink and the scanty accommodation en 
route, he must be held directly responsible for the deaths of 
these five men and for much unnecessary suffering among the 
survivors. 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 
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(Under this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree • 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence; 
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

This case and the preceding case will no doubt be 
taken together and possibly consolidated when more information 
is available. 

They seem to be the same case up to Eisenach and to 
include the murder of Private Peat. 

After Eisenach, where the original party split up, 
conditions were particularly bad. 

leaking all allowances for the difficulties confronting 
the tierman staff in evacuating many thousands of prisoners 
from the areas invaded by the Russians, no excuse can be made 
for the physical brutality of the guards, culminating in the 
shooting of private Peat, or for the goading on of men till 
they died of exhaustion and sickness. The German officer in 
charge of the column (that is the accused) must have realised 
what was going on, indeed he received the complaints of W/O. 
Ourrie, and however innocent he may personally have been for 
the lack of food and drink and the scanty accommodation en 
route, he must be held directly responsible for the deaths of 
these five men and for much unnecessary suffering among the 
survivors. 
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Letter of 25 	1946 fra the 

(.;e:! let'er in f 10 3.21I1f..) 

"It is desire.1 that the unler-Prontilned 
clk,r6es, 	were s.journeu Ft the ne-tine 
of Coa.iittee I on 9 . 	1946, 15 hcyld be 
withdravai 

3042/IIK/G/533 
3043 - 534 
30/44 - 535 

"The events which gave rise to these 
Ch-nieb .:re stil 1*'14; inveLtigute anti if 
sufficient evi.:ence is obtaine,i fresh oases 
Aill be tub i'.ted." 

( 	F2 .0 	.103 



ioield Marshal Wilhelm KEITEL, German Chief 
of Staff 

SS. General BERGER, Chief of prisoners of War 
Affairs in Germany at material times. 

Major BIRCKHOFF,  SeouritrOfficer 	in_charge of 

a column of  men whioh left_Stalag VIII b4 At_ 

Teechen, Silesia for Olmutz, Ozecho.Slovakia 

on the 27th January,. 1945. 	 

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translat,J.) 

In late January and  early February . 1945. 	 
On _the road from Teschen to Sternberg, 	  

Ozecho-Slovakia. 	 •• • ............. 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

NO, XXiX. Ill-treatment of prisoners of war. 

Breach of Laws of and Usages of Warfare and 
particularly of paragraph l of the Geneva Convention 
1929 for the amelioration of condition of sick and 
wounded and paragraph 2 of Geneva Convention 1929 
relating to the treatment of prisoners of war. 

Assault and Manslaughter. 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in Nvar 

crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

(For the Use of thc crelariah 

Registered Number. 

• 
3o%tJ It,11."  

Date of receipt in Secretariat. 

APR 1,F 

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 
UNI TED KINGDOk ...CHARGES AGAINST 	GERMAN 

CASE N. UK-G/8 196 * 

\VAI: 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

As a result of the total neglect of the welfare of these 
men, no less than four died on the road, while another 25 
had to have amputations as a result of frost.bite. 

TRANSMITTED BY 
	TREASURY SOLICITOR. 

• Insert serial number under which the case is registered in the tiles ,f the National (Hike ut the accusing State. 

(294551 

 

V. • 	_ I 	 A.& E.W.Ltd. Gp.6S3 



196.1 

I 

of" 
R.A. Beaumont F2q. 

Reconstruction Dept. 

Els Lajestyls Linister at Berne presents hia 
compliments to His Ilajesty's Principal Secretary of State 
for Foreinn Affairs and has the honour to transmit to him 
the undermentioned documents. 

British Legation, 
Berne. 	 12th April, 1945. 

Reference to previous correspondence: 

Berne tel. No. 748 of 17.4.45 
Berne desp. No. 1606 of 12.4.45. 

Description of Enclosure 

Name and Date 	 Subject 

From: Federal Political 
Department 

11.4.45 

Report on transfer to 

Stalag XIII.D of P.O.Ws. 

from Stalag VIII.B. 



1,4br.,;Dr.(3) 8 Ls 	NL/Da. 

14269 

Oomme suite a sa note b.52.Ubr.(1) 1 St.XIII D - 

NL/Dd (12034) du 24 mars 1945, le Derartement Politique 

federal, Division des Interets etrangers, a lthonneur de 

faire tenir sous ce plia la Legation de Sa kajeste britannique 

./. 	copie du rapport special No. 721, redige par un representant 

de la Legation de Suisse a Berlin au sujet du transfert au 

Stalag XIII D Nuremberg-Langwasser de prisonniers de guerre 

britanniques internee au Stalag VIII b Teschen. 

borne, le 11 avril 1945. 	 (L.S.) 

Annexet un rapport (6) 

A la Legation de Sa Lajeste britannique 
Dame. 
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CONeIDENTIAL 

BRITISH 

Date of interview: 
march 12th, 1945. 

SPECIAL REP,MT 

of the transfer of British Ps.o.W. from Stalag VIII B. 
Teschen to Stalag XIII.D Icrnberg 

The following summary was given to the Delegate by RSk. F. 
Read, Chief kan of Confidence of the prevlous Stalag VIII.B at 
Leechen. It deals mainly with conditions experienced by the men 
from the ba:;e-camp Teschen and includes also some informations 
gathered en route. 

The Labour-Detachments of Stalag VIII.B Teschen left their 
camps during the 4th week in January, all on the road marching 
under their previous guard.. battalions. - Res. Laz. Toet is 
believed to have moved in the last week in January leaving 3 
British k.08., several sanitators and 60 zick British Ps.o.W. 
behind. The main ()amp evacuated on January 07th 1945 under the 
command of the security officer, kajor Birckhoff, in the direction 
of Olmuetz, C.S. 76 sick British Ps.o.W. and approx. 500 Russians 
were left at Teschen with one British L.O., the British Padre 
Major Hiddlestone and some sanitators. They were correctly 
provisioned for 10 days. RSIL Read left Teschen, together with 
52 Pe.o.W. who were able to travel, en February 13th 1945 by train, 
arriving at Sternberg C.S. on the 17th February 1945. Uron arrival 
there, he found about 300 British sick men from the march in 
various little buildings not all under medical attention. 126 sick 
men were at a place called Ober-Langendorf, kr. Sternberg, without 
any medical attention except some British sanitators and a Russian 
M.O. without any medical supply. eour men died there. Their names 
are: 

82980 Pte. Kenneth A.T. Knight Cause of death Pneumonia 
83918 Pte. E.T. Cameron 	 ft 	" 	Leningitis 
83036 Rfm. Torquil Scidmore 	• 	0 	• 	Meningitis 
83211 Pte. Lambert Shoup 	 " 	 Pneumonia 

Ober-Langendorf was supposed to be a lazaret but there was 
nothing there whatsoever and the above mentioned men died through 
lack of medical attention. All the men there wore attended only 
after strong protests and three weeks after they fell out of the 
march. Out of the 300 men in and around Sternberg, there were at 
least 25 amputations due to frost-bites. The remainder, those 
able to walk (206 men) were then transferred by train, on the 
2nd March 1946 to Stalag XIII.b Weldon, where they were not wanted 
and finally came here on the 10th of Larch, 1945. 

Reports from Komandos are not at hand but will follow as 
soon as the men arrive. The last which RSk Read knew of them 
was that they are being concentrated at Koonigsgraetz, C.S. 

(Sgd) A.A. KADIER 



Pet.:!( -  2 

P.AI:TICULA 	 I M 

• 
According to a statement made to kr. A. Kadler of 

the Protecting Power by Reg. Sergt. kajor F. Read, the 
Man of Confidence at Stalag VIII.B the camp was evacuated on 
January 27th under the personal command of 
accused, the work detachments and their guards having by 
then all come in. 78 sick British prisoners of war were 
left behind with a chaplain, a medical officer and some 
sanitators. They were provisioned for ten days. 

Read himself left Teschen by train on February 13th 
and arrived on the 17th at Sternberg. Here he found 300 men 
fallen out of the march of the main column, while another 
126 were at the neighbouring village of Ober..Langendorf. The 
vast majority of these men were without any medical assistance 
whatever. Privates A.T. Knight, and L. Stroup died there of 
pneumonia, while Privates E.T. Cameron, and T. Scidmore died 
of meningitis. FIrthermore at least 25 amputations for frost 
bite were necessitated. 
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PARTIIIMARS OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT 

Apart from Read no other witnesses are as yet 

known by name, but there must in fact be a great many. 

Oopy of the Report by the representative of the 

protecting Power is attached. 

0 

e 
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NOTES ON THE CASE 

( l .nder this heading should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree 00 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (b) the probable defence ; 
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

The facts dealt with here are amongst the most 
distressing yet narrated in this series of cases, and show 
not merely complete callousness for the men on the march, 
but a chaotic condition in the German "set—up" for handling 
prisoners altogether. 

Prima facie at least the accused, as the officer in 
charge of the column from Stalag VIII.B. is responsible for 
the deaths of Privates Knight, Scidmore, Cameron and Stroup, 
and for the high incidence of sickness and frost—bite among 
the men left behind at Ober—Langendorf. It may be that when 
he went on with the main column he believed that he had done 
his best for the men left behind, but it will be for him to 
satisfy a Court that such was the case. 
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Field Larshal  Wilhelm KEITEL, German Chief 

of Staff. 
SS. General BE1IGI!.A0  Chief of Prisoners of War 
affairs in Germany at material  times.  

The Onefarzt  of the Reserve Lazarettat Cosel 

in  the  early  part of Maroh 1945.  

An 	Officer who ordered sick prisoners of 

Name of accused, his 
rank and unit, or 
official position. 

(Not to be translated.) 

war to parade and march on evacuation of the 

Reserve Lazarettat Cosel on 6th Larch 1945. 

erom Januar Piet to Larch 5th 1945. 

On the journey by road and rail from Cosel to 

Nurnberg - Langwasser 

Date and place of 
commission of al-
leged crime. 

No,xxix6 Ill-treatment of prisoners of war. 

rireach of Laws and Usages of warfare and in particular 
of Article 1 of the Geneva Convention 1929 for the 
amelioration of the • condition of the .sick and wounded. 

Assaul t. 

Number and descrip-
tion of crime in \var 
crimes list. 

References to rele-
vant provisions of 
national law. 

( 1:e ,;" the. I 'se of the Necretaridt) 

Registered Number. Date of receipt. in Secretariat. 

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 
UNITED 	 CHARG.L.•_, AGAINST 	 aERLAN 	WAR CRIMINALS 

CASE No. UK"/FS  1 97* 

SHORT STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

The occupants of this Lazarett, with the exception of 
those unable to walk, were coiLpelled to undertake a long and 
arduous march of 40 days without adequate food supplies or 
proper provision for attention to the men on the march. 

TRANSMMED BY 	TALAJUR1 SOLIOIT011 

• Insert serial number under which the case is registered in the files nf the National Unice or the accusing State. 

(29655) Wt.? 252 4 5,00.0 5.45 A.Si 



See letter from J.A.G. dated 15 May,1946, 

(File 3.21UK), requesteng the withdrawal 

of case 3045/uN/q/536, as further 

evidence is net forthcoming. 



KW. 2/4.•1 	 K.A. Beaumont Esq., 
Reconstruction Dept. 

No. 1631. 

His kajestyls Linister at Berne presents his 
compliments to His kajestyss Principal Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs and has the honour to transmit to 
him the undermentioned documents. 

British Legation, 
Berne. 	 12th April, 1945. 

Reference to previous correspondence: 

Berne tel. No. 613 of 26.3.45. 
Berne deep. No. 1606 of 12.4.45. 

Description of Enclosure  

Name and Date 	 Subject 

From: Federal Political 
	

Report on transfer to 
Department 	

Stalag XIII.D of P.O.Ws. 
11.4.45 

from R03. Laz. Cosel. 
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B.52.Gor.(1) 8 B - El/Dd. 

14264 

Come suite a sa note B.52 GBr.(1) 1 St.XIII D - 

NL/Dd (12034) du 24 Pars 1945, le Department Politique 

federal, Division des Interets strangers, a l'honneur 

de faire tenir sous ce pli a la Legation de Sa kajeste 

Rritopnique copie du rapport No.722, redige par un 

ropresentant de la LeFation de Suisse a Berlin au sujet 

du transfert au Stalag XIII D Euremberg-Langwasser de 

prisoaniers de guerre britanniques qui se trouvaient au 

Reserve-Lazarett Oosel. 

Berne, le 11 Avril 1945. 	 (L.S. ) 

Annexe: un rarport (6) 

A la Legation de Sa kajeste Britannique 
Berne. 



No. 722 	 BR ITI el/USA . 
SPLCIAI REPeRT 

of tac evacuation of the Reserve-Lazeeett Oosel 
to 5talag XIll.D Ndrnberg-Langwaeeer. 

Date of interview: 
Larch 12th, 1945. 

The follewing summary of the evacuation of R68. Laz. Oosel 
was Liven to tae Delegate by Cart, R.?,.1,cys Webster Re-0, SBLO 
at the above naa.ed hoopital. 

On January 2let 1945 Japt. Kaye Weeeter was awakeneei at 
7.00 hre to be told that eeeept tae two geerde on duty and the 
Abwehr Unteroffizier, all the Germans aal gone away. Fendinv 
orders daily work was staated ae usual waen at about 10,00 hre 
a Feldwebel arrived informing Capt. Kaye Webster that all the 
patients yea) could walk would 'ewe to be on the road by 12.00 
hre. Capt. kaye Weeeter would rot accept an order of this 
nature by a NCO. and asked for Lae German Stabeeezt or another 
German officer. however, he w-a3 told that the eermen CLefaret 
had gone away already two days ago and that the order had to 
be complied with. After lengthy are  emente Capt. Keye Webster 
was allowed to leave 5 sanitators with the bel-patients, the 
presence of a L:. J, was refused, All Red Cross heepital kit was 
started to get packed as well az all other Red Cross surplioa, 
except sufficient for the retients and eanitators who were left 
behind. A fair amount of beitish Red Cross food had to be 
distributed to Fs.o.W. patients of other nationalities in order 
not to leave it in the hands of the Germane. The bed patients 
were aede as coL2ortable as possible and with groeely inadequate 
preparations due to tae very limited time toTrepare, the others 
were herded on to tne road, after h,abing the lazaret inapected 
by an 6a-Officer who turned several patients out of their beds 
estimating them as fit to walk, Capt. Kaye-Webeter was told 
that they would only have te go across the hill Tnd that they 
would return the next few days. They marched in heavy snow fall 
and bitter cold to Jeroldsdorf, a matter of 11 Idlometren and 
there settled in two small aonool rooms for two days. After that 
they were moved on with the story that they were to open a 
Lazaret again 'or the streggiere on the big marches from Stalag 
sad tat workine paeties. 3o the march went on lay by da:7, 
aor“etiaee etaying n little longer. Every evonin upon arrival 
in the villages, Cart. ka:i es Webster, who ,tad on the other 
of:icerst  request Laken temporarily the rank of a lea }or, went to 
the 68rgerweieter of the locality en6 requested aceoreodation 
for ais laearet anion in meat oasee was alwa;ve couelied with. 
Tao Berman Yeldwejel who WA6 with tiler rroved to be aost 
inefreient and umelees and Cart. Kayo Tebeter had the cons-and 
or the whole party. Lezarets were reopened. eeeryevening 
attendng to men from tau Laroaeo and also to Avili.ne, rootly 
won. en end children who were evaeaatine, even operations were 
being done. Food was .,nry hard to obtain all along the Journey 
and only with the ilo.r of cigarettes, broad and other essentials 
were available. • On eeeruary the 29th trey arrived at J.,raunau 
0.'e. and on tne ena of elarch 1945 they were rut into e train 
with 3rd class earriageo arriving here on karch tne 5th. The 
train Journey was said to be quite bearable, the Czecho-Slovakian 
population being very good to them and supplying them with food. 
bread wee iaeued. 

At Oosel 	29 british patients 
Aaericans 

40 French, and 
59 Russians wore left behind Five 

britian sanitatore Jtayed with thea. A list of the eritish 
sanitntors and patients is nttPcned 	this rerort. 

(6:1) A.A. KALLER. 



LIST Or' hitIT1311 Ps.o.W. LEFT IN TAZARET 00SEL 
ON 21st JAPUARI, 1')45. 

(1) SIMI,' 

Sgt. Austin 	 24167 
Pte. Scales 	 4938 
Cpl. Wall 	 32025 
Dvr. eollas 	 7648 
Pte. houlden N.Z.E.F. 

(2) BhIlISE PATISLTS 

Ashby 	 8060 
Abbott 	 15878 
barber 	 6375 
Ball 	 15731 
Coloman 	220487 
Cousins 	32497 
'Iciwards 	220375 
eord 	 2853 
Urob 	 220636 
Howes 	 220696 
inner 	 220319 
Jennings 	16318 
Jones 	 221883 
Keith 	 10885 
Lurray 	 33238 
MacLellan 	15619 
Page 	 21846 
Price 	 221264 
Payne 	 221185 
Pendlabury 	7873 
Sanchez 	81657 
Stewart 	17028 
Skelham 	3598 
Smale 	 220993 
Skrivener 	88 
Turner 	 220959 
Thomas 	 220315 
WriScit 	 11454 
Williams 	34118 
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PARTICULARS OF ALLEGED CRIME 

0 

According to a statement made to Ill. A. Kadler of 
the Protecting Power by Cart. R.i, Kaye-Webster R.A.L,C. 
ne was told at about 10.0 a,m by a Feldwebel that all the 
Senior Uerman 1,edical officers had gone and that the men 
in the Lazarett must be on the road by 12,0. Those unfit 
to walk were left behind with five sanitators, and a proror-
tion. of the medical supplies and food.. The remainder was 
packed and the men finally marched about 11 kilos in the 
snow to Jeroldsdorf, where they put up in the school house 
for two days. From there they went on in marches of a day, 
or every few days, till on February 29th they reached 
braunau. The eeldwebol was utterly incompetent and Capt. 
Kaye.ideoster took command of the party. At each stopping 
place he had to obtain accommodation from the Burgermeister 
for his Lazarett, whilst in addition to attending to his 
own men, looking after sick stragglers from the big marches, 
and even civilians. The whole time food was scarce and 
inadequate, sometimes only obtainable by exchanging cigarettes 
for it. 

At braunau they rested two days and were then sent by 
rail in 3rd class carriages to Eurnberg-Langwasser, Eo 
complaint:).  rxe made as to thi:i last stage of the journey. 
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PARTICULARS OF EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT 

Capt, itaye— Websters 	 is to date the only 

witness known, but clearly tnere must be many others. 

Copy of report by representative of the protecting 

Power is attached. 

O 

88 
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PARTICI - LAR OF EVIDENCE IN :,[ - I'PORT 

Capt, Kaye—Webster, ;t,;„1...C., is to date the only 

witness known, but clearly there must be many others. 

Copy of report by representative of the protecting 

Power is attached.. 
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\ NOTES ON THE CASE 

(Under this headin should be included the view taken as to (a) the degree 0 
responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (I)) the probable defence; 
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

Compared with very many other cases of forced marches 
westward this may appear less grave, The n:en seem to have 
come by easy stages and the one guard with them was not 
guilty of any brutality. but the desertion of the Chefortz 
and the brutality of the SS. Officer in putting the inmates 
of this Lazarett out on the road under the charge of an 
incompetent non—commissioned officer and left to find their 
way back to (lemony, or some other area away from the Russians, 
as beat they might, with no provision for their accommodation 
or feeding en route, should not be overlooked. 

Zhe facts of the case add to the accumulation of evidence 
of the complete disregard of their responsibilities by the 
1,;ornan authorities at all levels at this time, 
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responsibility of the accused in view of his official position, e.g., was offence 
committed on the offender's own initiative, or in obedience to orders, or in carrying 
out a system approved by authority or a legal provision ; (h) the probable defence ; 
(c) whether the case appears to be reasonably complete.) 

Oompared with very many other cases of forced marches 
westward this may appear less grave, The men seem to have 
come by easy stages and the one guard with them was not 
guilty of any brutality. But the desertion of the Ohefartz 
and the brutality of the SS. Officer in putting the inmates 
of this Lazarett out on the road under the charge of an 
incompetent non-commissioned officer and left to find their 
way back to Germany, or some other area away from the Russians, 
as best they might, with no provision for their accommodation 
or feeding en route, should not be overlooked. 

The facts of the case add to the accumulation of evidence 
of the complete disregard of their responsibilities by the 
German authorities at all levels at this time. 


